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Full  Page  Portraits  and   Biographical  Sketches  of  Prominent 
and  Representative  Citizens  of  the  County, 

TOGETHER    WITH 

PORTRAITS  AND   BIOGRAPHIES  OF  ALL  THE  GOVERNORS  OF  THE  STATE,  AND 
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SHE  greatest  of  English  historians,  Macaulev,  and  one  of  the  most  brilliant  writers 
of  the  past  century,  has  said :  "The  history  of  a  country  is  best  told  in  a  record  of  the 
lives  of  its  people."  In  conformity  with  this  idea  the  Portrait  and  Biograi-hical 
ALBUMJof  this  county  has  been  prepared.  Instead  of  going  to  musty  records,  and 
taking  therefrom  dry  statistical  matter  that  can  be  appreciated  by  but  few,  our 
corps  of  writers  have  gone  to  the  people,  the  men  and  women  who  have,  b}^  their 
enterprise  and  industry,  brought  the  county  to  a  rank  second  to  none  among  those 
comprising  this  great  and  noble  State,  and  from  their  lips  have  the  story  of  tlieir  life 
struggles.  No  more  interesting  or  instructive  matter  could  be  presented  to  an  intelli- 
gent public.  In  this  volume  will  be  found  a  record  of  many  whose  lives  are  worthy  the 
imitation  of  coming  generations.  It  tells  how  some,  commencing  life  in  poverty,  by 
industry  and  economy  have  accumulated  wealth.  It  tells  how  others,  with  limited 
advantages  for  securing  an  education,  have  become  learned  men  and  women,  with  an 
luence  extending  throughout  the  length  and  breadth  of  the  land.  It  tells  of  men  who 
have  risen  from  the  lower  walks  of  life  to  eminence  as  statesmen,  and  whose  names  have 
become  famous.  It  tells  of  those  in  every  walk  in  life  who  have  striven  to  succeed,  and 
records  how  that  success  has  usually  crowned  their  efforts.  It  tells  also  of  many,  very 
many,  who,  not  seeking  the  applause  of  the  world,  have  pursued  "the  even  tenor  of  their  way,"  content 
to  liave  it  said  of  them  as  Christ  saidof  the  woman  performing  a  deed  of  mercy — "they  have  done  what 
they  could."  It  tells  how  that  many  in  the  pride  and  strength  of  young  manhood  left  the  plow  and  the 
anvil,  the  lawyer's  office  and  the  counting-room,  left  every  trade  and  profession,  and  at  their  country's 
call  went  forth  valiantly  "to  do  or  die,"  and  how  through  their  efforts  the  Union  was  restored  and  peace 
once  more  reigned  in  the  land.  In  the  life  of  every  man  and  of  every  woman  is  a  lesson  that  should  not 
be  lost  upon  those  who  follow  after-. 

Coming  generations  will  appreciate  this  volume  and  preserve  it  as  a  sacred  treasure,  from  the  fact 
that  it  contains  so  much  that  would  never  find  its  way  into  public  records,  and  which  would  otherwise  be 
inaccessible.  Great  care  has  been  taken  in  the  compilation  of  the  work  and  every  opportunity  possible 
given  to  those  represented  to  insure  correctness  in  what  has  been  written,  and  the  publishers  flatter  them- 
selves that  they  give  to  their  readers  a  work  with  few  errors  of  consequence.  In  addition  to  the  biograph- 
ical sketches,  portraits  of  a  number  of  representative  citizens  are  given. 

The  faces  of  some,  and  biographical  sketches  of  many,  will  be  missed  in  this  volume.  For  this  the 
publishers  are  not  to  blame.  Not  having  a  proper  conception  of  the  work,  some  refused  to  give  the 
information  necessary'  to  compile  a  sketch,  while  others  were  indifferent.  Occasionally  some  member  of 
the  family  would  oppose  the  enterprise,  and  on  account  of  such  opposition  the  support  of  the  interested 
one  would  be  withheld.  In  a  few  instances  men  could  never  be  found,  though  repeated  calls  were  made 
at  their  residence  or  place  of  business. 

„  TVT  1        .uoD  CHAPMAN    BROS. 

Chicago,  November,  1888. 
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HE  Father  of  our  Country  was 
born  in  Westmorland  Co.,  Va., 
1  eb.    22,    1732.     His   parents 
were     Augustine    and     Mary 
(Ball)  Washington.  The  family 
to  which  he  belonged  has  not 
been    satisfactorily  traced    in 
England.       His     great-grand- 
father, John  Washington,  em- 
igrated to  Virginia  about  1657, 
and    became     a     prosperous 
planter.      He  had    two    sons, 
Lawrence    and     John.      The 
former   married    Mildred    Warner 
and    had    three    children,    John, 
Augustine  and  Mildred.      Augus- 
tine,  the    father  of   George,  first 
married    Jane   Butler,    who    bore 
him  four  children,  two  of  whom, 
Lawrence  and  Augustine,  reached 

f       maturity.     Of  si.x  children  by  his 
second  marriage,  George  was  the 
eldest,   the    others    being    Betty, 
i  Samuel,  John   Augustine,  Charles 

and  Mildred. 
Augustine  Washington,  the  father  of  George,  died 
in  1743,  leaving  a  large  landed  property.  To  his 
eldest  son,  Lawrence,  he  betjueathed  an  estate  on 
the  Patomac,  afterwards  known  as  Mount  Vernon, 
and  to  George  he  left  the  parental  residence.  George 
received  only  such  education  as  the  neighborhood 
schools  afforded,  save  for  a  short  time  after  he  left 
school,  when  he  received  private  instruction  in 
tnatheinatics,      His    spelling  v/^s   rather   defective. 


Remarkable  stories  are  told  of  his  great  physical 
strength  and  development  at  an  early  age.  He  was 
an  acknowledged  leader  among  his  companions,  and 
was  early  noted  for  that  nobleness  of  character,  fair- 
ness and  veracity  which  characterized  his  whole  life. 

When  George  was  1 4  years  old  he  had  a  desire  to  go  to 
sea,  and  a  midshipman's  warrant  was  secured  for  him, 
but  through  the  opposition  of  his  mother  the  idea  was 
abandoned.  Two  years  later  he  was  appointed 
surveyor  to  the  immense  estate  of  Lord  Fairfax.  In 
this  business  he  spent  three  years  in  a  rough  frontier 
life,  gaining  experience  which  afterwards  proved  vaiy 
essential  to  him.  In  175  i,  though  only  19  years  of 
age,  he  was  ai)ix)inted  adjutant  with  the  rank  of 
major  in  the  Virginia  militia,  then  being  trained  for 
active  service  against  the  French  and  Indians.  Soon 
after  this  he  sailed  to  the  West  Indies  with  his  brother 
Lawrence,  who  went  there  to  restore  his  health.  They 
soon  returned,  and  in  the  summer  of  1752  Lawrence 
died,  leaving  a  large  fortune  to  an  infant  daughter 
who  did  not  long  survive  him.  On  her  demise  the 
estate  of  Mount  Vernon  was  given  to  George, 

Upon  the  arrival  of  Robert  Dinwiddle,  as  Lieuten- 
ant-Governor of  Virginia,  in  1752,  the  militia  was 
reorganized,  and  the  province  divided  into  four  mili- 
tary districts,  of  which  the  northern  was  assigned  to 
Washington  as  adjutant  general.  Shortly  after  this 
a  very  perilous  mission  was  assigned  him  and  ac- 
cepted, which  others  had  refused.  This  was  to  pro- 
ceed to  the  F"rench  post  near  Lake  Erie  in  North- 
western Pennsylvania.  The  distance  to  be  traversed 
was  between  500  and  600  miles.  Winter  was  at  hand, 
and  the  journey  was  to  be  made  without  military 
escort,  through  a  territory  occupied  by  Indians.  The 
^ ■► 
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trip  was  a  perilous  one,  and  several  limes  he  came  near 
losing  his  life,  yet  he  returned  in  safety  and  furnished 
a  full  and  useful  report  of  his  expedition.  A  regiment 
of  300  men  was  raised  in  Virginia  and  put  in  com- 
mand of  Col.  Joshua  Fry,  and  Major  Washington  was 
commissioned  lieutenant-colonel.  Active  war  was 
then  begun  against  the  French  and  Indians,  in  which 
Washington  took  a  most  important  part.  In  the 
memorable  event  of  July  9,  1755,  known  as  Brad- 
dock's  defeat,  Washington  was  almost  the  only  officer 
of  distinction  who  escaped  from  the  calamities  of  the 
day  with  life  and  honor.  The  other  aids  of  Braddock 
tvere  disabled  early  in  the  action,  and  Washington 
alone  was  left  in  that  capacity  on  the  field.  In  a  letter 
to  his  brother  lie  says  :  "  I  had  four  bullets  through 
my  coat,  and  two  horses  shot  under  me,  yet  I  escaped 
unhurt,  though  death  was  leveling  my  companions 
on  every  side."  An  Indian  sharpshooter  said  he  was 
not  born  to  be  killed  by  a  bullet,  for  he  had  taken 
direct  aim  at  him  seventeen  times,  and  failed  to  hit 
him. 

After  having  been  five  years  in  the  military  service, 
and  vainly  sought  promotion  in  the  royal  army,  he 
look  advantage  of  the  fall  of  Fort  Duquesne  and  the 
expulsion  of  the  French  from  the  valley  of  the  Ohio, 
CO  resign  his  commission.  Soon  after  he  entered  the 
Legislature,  where,  although  not  a  leader,  he  took  an 
active  and  important  part.  January  17,  1759,  he 
married  Mrs.  Martha  (Dandridge)  Custis,  the  wealthy 
widow  of  John  Parke  Custis. 

When  the  British  Parliament  had  closed  the  port 
«3f  Boston,  the  cry  went  up  throughout  the  provinces 
that  "The  cause  of  Boston  is  the  cause  of  us  all." 
It  was  then,  at  the  suggestion  of  Virginia,  that  a  Con- 
gress of  all  the  colonies  was  called  to  meet  at  Phila- 
delphia.Sept.  5,  1774,  to  secure  their  common  liberties, 
peaceably  if  possible.  To  this  Congress  Col.  Wash- 
ington was  sent  as  a  delegate.  On  May  10,  1775,  the 
Congress  re-assembled,  when  the  hostile  intentions  of 
England  were  plainly  apparent.  The  battles  of  Con- 
cord and  Lexington  had  been  fought.  Among  the 
first  acts  of  this  Congress  was  the  election  of  a  com- 
mander-in-chief of  the  colonial  forces.  This  high  and 
responsible  office  was  conferred  upon  Washington, 
who  was  still  a  memberof  the  Congress.  He  accepted 
it  on  June  19,  but  upon  the  express  condition  that  he 
receive  no  salary.  He  would  keep  an  exact  account 
of  expenses  and  expect  Congress  to  pay  them  and 
nothing  more.  It  is  not  the  object  of  this  sketch  to 
trace  the  military  acts  of  Washington,  to  whom  the 
fortunes  and  liberties  of  the  people  of  tliis  country 
were  so  long  confided.  The  war  was  conducted  by 
him  under  ever)'  possible  disadvantage,  and  while  his 
forces  often  met  with  reverses,  yet  lie  overcame  every 
obstacle,  and  after  seven  years  of  heroic  devotion 
and  matchless  skill  he  gained  liberty  for  the  greatest 
nation  of  earth.  On  Dec.  23,  1783,  Washington,  in 
a  parting  address  of  surpassing  beauty,  resigned  his 
-4« , \ — 


commission  as  commander-in-chief  of  the  army  to 
to  the  Continental  Congress  sitting  at  Annapolis.  He 
retired  immediately  to  Mount  Vernon  and  resumed 
his  occupation  as  a  farmer  and  planter,  shunning  all 
connection  with  public  life. 

Ill  February,  1 7 89,  Washington  was  unanimously 
elected  President.  In  his  presidential  career  he  was 
subject  to  the  peculiar  trials  incidental  to  a  new 
government ;  trials  from  lack  of  confidence  on  the  part 
of  other  governments ;  trials  from  want  of  harmony 
between  the  different  sections  of  our  own  country ; 
trials  from  the  impoverished  condition  of  the  country, 
owmgto  the  war  and  want  of  credit;  trials  from  the 
beginnings  of  party  strife.  He  was  no  partisan.  His 
clear  judgment  could  discern  the  golden  mean  ;  and 
while  perhaps  this  alone  kept  our  government  from 
sinking  at  the  very  outset,  it  left  him  exposed  to 
attacks  from  both  sides,  which  were  often  bitter  and 
very  annoying. 

At  the  expiration  of  his  first  term  he  was  unani- 
mously re-elected.  At  the  end  of  this  term  many 
were  anxious  that  he  be  re-elected,  but  he  absolutely 
refused  a  third  nomination.  On  the  fourth  of  March, 
1797,  at  the  expiraton  of  his  second  term  as  Presi- 
dent, he  returned  to  his  home,  lioping  to  pass  there 
his  few  remaining  yeais  free  from  the  annoyances  of 
public  life.  Later  in  the  year,  however,  his  repose 
seemed  likely  to  be  interrupted  by  war  with  France. 
At  the  prospect  of  such  a  war  he  was  again  urged  to 
take  command  of  the  armies.  He  chose  his  sub- 
ordinate officers  and  left  to  them  the  charge  of  mat- 
ters in  the  field,  which  he  superintended  from  his 
home.  In  accepting  the  command  he  made  the 
reservation  that  he  was  not  to  be  in  the  field  until 
it  was  necessary.  In  the  midst  of  these  preparations 
his  life  was  suddenly  cut  off.  December  1 2,  he  took 
a  severe  cold  from  a  ride  in  the  rain,  which,  settling 
in  his  throat,  produced  inflammation,  and  terminated 
fatally  on  the  night  of  the  fourteenth.  On  the  eigh- 
teenth his  body  was  borne  with  military  honors  to  its 
final  resting  place,  and  interred  in  the  family  vault  at 
Mount  Vernon. 

Of  the  character  of  Washington  it  is  impossible  to 
speak  but  in  terms  of  the  highest  respect  and  ad- 
miration. The  more  we  see  of  the  operations  of 
our  government,  and  the  more  deeply  we  feel  the 
difficulty  of  uniting  all  opinions  in  a  common  interest, 
the  more  highly  we  must  estimate  the  force  of  his  tal- 
ent and  character,  which  have  been  able  to  challenge 
the  reverence  of  all  parties,  and  principles,  and  na- 
tions, and  to  win  a  fame  as  extended  as  the  limits 
of  the  globe,  and  which  we  cannot  but  believe  will 
be  as  lasting  as  the  existence  of  man. 

The  person  of  Washington  was  unusally  tan,  erect 
and  well  proportioned.  His  muscular  strength  was 
great.  His  features  were  of  a  beautiful  symmetry. 
He  commanded  respect  without  any  appearance  of 
haughtiness,  and  ever  serious  without  being  dull. 
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OHN  ADAMS,  the  second 
President  and  the  first  Vice- 
'  President  of  the  United  States, 
was  born  in  Braintree  ( now 
Quincy  ),Mass.,  and  about  ten 
miles  from  Boston,  Oct.  19, 
1735.  His  great-grandfather,  Henry 
Adams,  emigrated  from  England 
about  1 640,  with  a  family  of  eight 
sons,  and  settled  at  Braintree.  The 
parents  of  John  were  John  and 
Susannah  (Boylston)  Adams.  His 
father  was  a  farmer  of  limited 
means,  to  which  he  added  the  bus- 
iness of  shoemaking.  He  gave  his 
eldest  son,  John,  a  classical  educa- 
tion at  Harvard  College.  John 
graduated  in  1755,  and  at  once  took  charge  of  the 
school  in  Worcester,  Mass.  This  he  found  but  a 
"school  of  affliction,"  from  which  he  endeavored  to 
gain  relief  by  devoting  himself,  in  addition,  to  the 
study  of  law.  For  this  purjxjse  he  placed  himself 
under  the  tuition  of  the  only  lawyer  in  the  town.  He 
had  thought  seriously  of  the  clerical  profession 
but  seems  to  have  been  turned  from  this  by  what  he 
termed  "  the  frightful  engines  of  ecclesiastical  coun- 
cils, of  diabolical  malice,  and  Calvanistic  good  nature," 
of  the  operations  of  which  he  had  been  a  witness  in 
his  native  town.  He  was  well  fitted  for  the  legal 
profession,  possessing  a  clear,  sonorous  voice,  being 
ready  and  fluent  of  speech,  and  having  quick  percep- 
tive powers.  He  gradually  gained  practice,  and  in 
1764  married  Abigail  Smith,  a  daughter  of  a  minister, 
and  a  lady  of  superior  intelligence.  Shortly  after  his 
marriage,  (1765),  the  attempt  of  Parliamentary  taxa- 
tion turned  him  from  law  to  politics.  He  took  initial 
steps  toward  holding  a  town  meeting,  and  the  resolu- 


tions he  offered  on  the  subject  became  very  populai 
throughout  the  Provmce,  and  were  adopted  word  for 
word  by  over  forty  different  towns.  He  moved  to  Bos- 
ton in  1768,  and  became  one  of  the  most  courageous 
and  prominent  advocatesof  the  popular  cause,  and 
was  chosen  a  member  of  the  General  Court  (the  Leg- 
lislature)  in  1770. 

Mr.  Adams  was  chosen  one  of  the  first  delegates 
from  Massachusetts  to  the  first  Continental  Congress, 
which  met  in  1774.  Here  he  distinguished  himself 
by  his  capacity  for  business  and  for  debate,  and  ad- 
vocated the  movement  for  independence  against  the 
majority  of  the  members.  In  May,  1776,  he  moved 
and  carried  a  resolution  in  Congress  that  the  Colonies 
should  assume  the  duties  of  self-government.  He 
was  a  prominent  member  of  the  committee  of  five 
appointed  June  11,  to  prepare  a  declaration  of  inde- 
pendence. This  article  was  drawn  by  Jefferson,  but 
on  Adams  devolved  the  task  of  battling  it  through 
Congress  in  a  three  days  debate. 

On  the  day  after  the  Declaration  of  Independence 
was  passed,  while  his  soul  was  yet  warm  with  the 
glow  of  excited  feeling,  he  wrote  a  letter  to  his  wife, 
which,  as  we  read  it  now,  seems  to  have  been  dictated 
by  the  spirit  of  prophecy.  "Yesterday,"  he  says,  "the 
greatest  question  was  decided  that  ever  was  debated 
in  America;  and  greater,  perhaps,  never  was  or  will 
be  decided  among  men.  A  resolution  was  passed 
without  one  dissenting  colony,  '  that  these  United 
States  are,  and  of  right  ought  to  be,  free  and  inde- 
pendent states.'  The  day  is  passed.  The  fourth  of 
July,  1776,  will  be  a  memorable  epoch  in  the  history 
of  America.  I  am  apt  to  believe  it  will  be  celebrated 
by  succeeding  generations,  as  the  great  anniversary 
festival.  It  ought  to  be  commemorated  as  the  day  of 
deliverance  by  solemn  acts  of  devotion  to  Almighty 
God.     It  ought  to  be  solemnized  with  lomp,  shows. 
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games,  sports,  guns,  bells,  bonfires,  and  illuminations 
from  one  end  of  the  continent  to  the  other,  from  this 
time  forward  for  ever.  You  will  think  me  transixirted 
with  enthusiasm,  but  I  am  not.  I  am  well  aware  of 
the  toil,  and  blood  and  treasure,  that  it  will  cost  to 
maintain  this  declaration,  and  support  and  defend 
these  States;  yet,  through  all  the  gloom,  I  can  see  the 
rays  of  Hght  and  glory.  I  can  see  that  the  end  is 
worth  more  than  all  the  means;  and  that  posterity 
will  triumph,  although  you  and  I  may  rue,  which  I 
hope  we  shall  not." 

In  November,  1777,  Mr.  Adams  was  appointed  a 
delegate  to  France,  and  to  co-operate  with  Bemjamin 
Franklin  and  Arthur  Lee,  who  were  then  in  Paris,  in 
the  endeavor  to  obtain  assistance  in  arms  and  money 
from  the  French  Government.  This  was  a  severe  trial 
to  his  patriotism,  as  it  separated  him  from  his  home, 
compelled  him  to  cross  the  ocean  in  winter,  and  ex- 
posed him  to  great  peril  of  capture  by  the  British  cruis- 
ers, who  were  seeking  him.  He  left  France  June  17, 
1779.  In  September  of  the  same  year  he  was  again 
chosen  to  go  to  Paris,  and  there  hold  himself  in  readi- 
ness to  negotiate  a  treaty  of  peace  and  of  commerce 
with  Great  Britian,  as  soon  as  the  British  Cabinet 
might  be  found  willmg  to  listen  to  such  pvoijosels.  He 
sailed  for  France  in  November,  from  there  he  went  to 
Holland,  where  he  negotiated  important  loans  and 
formed  important  commercial  treaties. 

Finally  a  treaty  of  peace  with  England  was  signed 
Jan.  21,  1783.  The  re-action  from  the  e.xcitement, 
toil  and  anxiety  through  which  Mr.  Adams  had  passed 
threw  him  into  a  fever.  After  suffering  from  a  con- 
tinued fever  and  becoming  feeble  and  emaciated  he 
was  advised  to  goto  England  to  drink  the  waters  of 
Bath.  "While  in  England,  still  drooping  anddespond- 
ing,  he  received  dispatches  from  his  own  government 
urging  the  necessity  of  his  going  to  Amsterdam  to 
negotiate  another  loan.  It  was  winter,  his  health  was 
delicate,  yet  he  immediately  set  out,  and  through 
storm,  on  sea,  on  horseback  and  foot,he  made  the  trip. 

February  24,  1785,  Congress  appointed  Mr.  Adams 
envoy  to  the  Court  of  St.  James.  Here  he  met  face 
to  face  the  King  of  England,  who  had  so  long  re- 
garded him  as  a  traitor.  As  England  did  not 
condescend  to  appoint  a  minister  to  the  United" 
States,  and  as  Mr.  Adams  felt  that  he  was  accom- 
plishing but  little,  he  sought  permission  to  return  to 
his  own  country,  vvhere  he  arrived  in  June,  1788. 

When  Washington  was  first  chosen  President,  John 
Adams,  rendered  illustiious  by  his  signal  services  at 
home  and  abroad,  was  chosen  Vice  President,  .\gain 
at  the  second  election  of  Washington  as  President, 
Adams  was  chosen  Vice  President.  In  1796,  Wash- 
ington retired  from  public  life,  and  Mr.  Adams  was 
elected  President,though  not  without  mucli  opjjosition. 
Serving  in  this  office  four  years, he  was  succeeded  by 
Mr.  Jefferson,  his  opponent  in  politics. 

While  Mr.  Adams  was  Vice  President  the  great 


French  Revolution  shook  the  continent  of  Europe, 
and  it  was  upon  this  point  which  he  was  at  issue  with 
the  majority  of  his  countrymen  led  by  Mr.  Jefferson. 
Mr.  Adams  felt  no  sympathy  with  the  French  people 
in  their  struggle,  for  he  had  no  confidence  in  their 
power  of  self-government,  and  he  utteriy  abhored  the 
classof  atheist  philosophers  who  he  claimed  caused  it. 
On  the  other  hand  Jefferson's  sympathies  were  strongly 
enlisted  in  behalf  of  the  French  people.  Hence  or- 
iginated the  alienation  between  these  distinguished 
men,  and  two  powerful  parties  were  thus  soon  organ- 
ized, Adams  at  the  head  of  the  one  whose  sympathies 
were  with  England  and  Jefferson  led  the  other  in 
sympathy  with  France. 

The  world  has  seldom  seen  a  spectacle  of  more 
moral  beauty  and  grandeur,  than  was  presented  by  the 
old  age  of  Mr.  Adams.  The  violence  of  party  feeling 
had  died  away,  and  he  had  begun  to  receive  that  just 
appreciation  which,  to  most  men,  is  not  accorded  till 
after  death.  No  one  could  look  upon  his  venerable 
form,  and  think  of  what  he  had  done  and  suffered, 
and  how  he  had  given  up  all  the  prime  and  strenj^th 
of  his  life  to  the  public  good,  without  the  deepest 
emotion  of  gratitude  and  respect.  It  was  his  peculiar 
good  fortune  to  witness  the  complete  success  of  the 
institution  which  he  had  been  so  active  in  creating  and 
supiMrting.  In  1824,  his  cup  of  happiness  was  filled 
to  the  brim,  by  seeing  his  son  elevated  to  the  highest 
station  in  the  gift  of  the  people. 

The  fourth  of  July,  1826,  which  completed  the  half 
century  since  the  signing  of  the  Declaration  of  Inde- 
pendence, arrived,  and  there  were  but  three  of  the 
signers  of  that  immortal  instrument  left  upon  the 
earth  to  hail  its  morning  light.  j^nd,  as  it  is 
well  known,  on  that  day  two  of  these  finished  their 
earthly  pilgrimage,  a  coincidence  so  remarkable  as 
to  seem  miraculous.  For  a  few  days  before  Mr. 
Adams  had  been  rapidly  failing,  and  on  the  morning 
of  the  fourth  he  found  himself  too  weak  to  rise  from 
his  bed.  On  being  requested  to  name  a  toast  for  the 
customary  celebration  of  the  day,  he  exclaimed  "  In- 
dependence FOREVER."  When  the  day  was  ushered 
in,  by  the  ringing  of  bells  and  the  firing  of  cannons, 
he  was  asked  by  one  of  his  attendants  if  he  knew 
what  day  it  was?  He  replied,  "O  yes;  it  is  the  glor- 
ious fourth  of  July— God  bless  it— God  bless  you  all." 
In  the  course  of  the  day  he  said,  "It  is  a  great  and 
glorious  day."  The  last  words  he  uttered  were, 
"Jefferson  survives."  But  he  had,  at  one  o'clock,  re- 
signed his  spirit  into  the  hands  of  his  God. 

The  personal  appearance  and  manners  of  Mr. 
Adams  were  not  particulariy  prepossessing.  His  face, 
as  his  portrait  manifests.was  intellectual  and  expres- 
sive, but  his  figure  was  low  and  ungraceful,  and  his 
manners  were  frequently  abrupt  and  uncourteous. 
He  had  neither  the  lofty  dignity  of  Washington,  nor 
the  engaging  elegance  and  gracefulness  which  marked  ^  i 
the  manners  and  address  of  Jefferson. 
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HOMAS  JEFFERSON  was 
born  April  2,  1743,  at  Shad- 
well,  Albermarle  county,  Va. 
His  parents  were  Peter  and 
Jane  (  Randolph)  Jefferson, 
the  former  a  native  of  Wales, 
and  the  latter  born  in  Lon- 
don. To  them  were  born  six 
daughters  and  two  sons,  of 
whom  Thomas  was  the  elder. 
When  14  years  of  age  his 
father  died.  He  received  a 
most  liberal  education,  hav- 
ng  been  kept  diligently  at  school 
from  the  time  he  was  five  years  of 
age.  In  1760  he  entered  William 
and  Mary  College.  Williamsburg  was  then  the  seat 
of  the  Colonial  Court,  and  it  was  the  obodeof  fashion 
and  splendor.  Young  Jefferson,  who  was  then  17 
years  old,  lived  somewhat  expensively,  keeping  fine 
horses,  and  much  caressed  by  gay  society,  yet  lie 
was  earnestly  devoted  to  his  studies,  and  irreproacha- 
able  in  his  morals.  It  is  strange,  however,  under 
such  influencesjthat  he  was  not  ruined.  In  the  sec- 
ond year  of  his  college  course,  moved  by  some  un- 
explained inward  impulse,  he  discarded  his  horses, 
society,  and  even  his  favorite  violin,  to  which  he  had 
previously  given  much  time.  He  often  devoted  fifteen 
hours  a  day  to  hard  study,  allowing  himself  for  ex- 
ercise only  a  run  in  the  evening  twilight  of  a  mile  out 
of  the  city  and  back  again.  He  thus  attained  very 
high  intellectual  culture,  alike  excellence  in  philoso- 
phy and  the  languages.  The  most  difficult  Latin  and 
Greek  authors  he  read  with  facility.  A  more  finished 
scholar  has  seldom  gone  forth  from  college  halls;  and 


there  was  not  to  be  found,  perhaps,  in  all  Virginia,  a 
more  pureminded,  upright,  gentlemanly  young  man. 

Immediately  uixjn  leaving  college  he  began  the 
study  of  law.  For  the  short  time  he  continued  in  the 
practice  of  his  profession  he  rose  rapidly  and  distin- 
guished himself  by  his  energy  and  accuteness  as  a 
lawyer.  But  the  times  called  for  greater  action. 
The  policy  of  England  had  awakened  the  spirit  of 
resistance  of  the  American  Colonies,  and  the  enlarged 
views  which  Jefferson  had  ever  entertained,  soon  led 
him  into  active  political  life.  In  1769  he  was  chosen 
a  member  of  the  Virginia  House  of  Burgesses.  In 
1772  he  married  Mrs.  Martha  .Skelton,  a  very  beauti- 
ful, wealthy  and  highly  accomplished  young  widow. 

Upon  Mr.  Jefferson's  large  estate  at  Shadwell,  there 
was  a  majestic  swell  of  land,  called  Monticello,  which 
commanded  a  prospect  of  wonderful  extent  and 
beauty.  This  spot  Mr.  Jefferson  selected  for  his  new 
home;  and  here  he  reared  a  mansion  of  modest  yet 
elegant  architecture,  which,  next  to  Mount  Vernon, 
became  the  most  distinguished  resort  in  our  land. 

In  1775  he  was  sent  to  the  Colonial  Congress, 
where,  though  a  silent  member,  his  abilities  as  a 
writer  and  a  reasoner  soon  become  known,  and  he 
was  placed  \\\X)\\  a  number  of  imjwrtant  committees, 
and  was  chairman  of  the  one  appointed  for  the  draw- 
ing up  of  a  declaration  of  independence.  This  com- 
mittee consisted  of  Thomas  Jefferson,  John  Adams, 
Benjamin  Franklin,  Roger  Sherman  and  Robert  R. 
Livingston.  Jefferson,  as  chairman,  was  appointed 
to  draw  up  the  paper.  Franklin  and  Adams  suggested 
a  few  verbal  changes  before  it  was  submitted  to  Con- 
gress. On  June  28,  a  few  slight  changes  were  made 
in  it  by  Congress,  and  it  was  passed  and  signed  July 
4,  1776.     What  must  have  been  the  feelings  of  that 
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man — what  the  emotions  that  swelled  his  breast — 
who  was  charged  with  the  preparation  of  that  Dec- 
laration, which,  while  it  made  known  the  wrongs  of 
America,  was  also  to  pubUsh  her  to  the  world,  free, 
Boverign  and  independent.  It  is  one  of  the  most  re- 
markable papers  ever  written  ;  and  did  no  other  effort 
of  the  mind  of  its  author  exist,  that  alone  would  be 
sufficient  to  stamp  his  name  with  immortality. 

In  1779  Mr.  Jefferson  was  elected  successor  to 
Patrick  Henry,  as  Governor  of  Virginia.  At  one  time 
the  British  officer,  Tarleton,  sent  a  secret  expedition  to 
Monticello,  to  capture  the  Governor.  Scarcely  five 
minutes  elapsed  after  the  hurried  escape  of  Mr.  Jef- 
ferson and  his  family,  ere  his  mansion  was  in  posses- 
sion of  the  British  troops.  His  wife's  health,  never 
very  good,  was  much  injured  by  this  excitement,  and 
in  the  summer  of  1782  she  died. 

Mr.  Jefferson  was  elected  to  Congress  in  1783. 
Two  years  later  he  was  appointed  Minister  Plenipo- 
tentiary to  France.  Returning  to  the  United  States 
in  September,  1789,  he  became  Secretary  of  State 
in  Washington's  cabinet.  This  position  he  resigned 
Jan.  I,  r794.  In  1797,  he  was  chosen  Vice  Presi- 
dent, and  four  years  later  was  elected  President  over 
Mr.  Adams,  with  Aaron  Burr  as  Vice  President.  In 
1804  he  was  re-elected  with  wonderful  unanimity, 
and  George  Clinton,  Vice  President. 

The  early  part  of  Mr.  Jefferson's  second  adminstra- 
tion  was  disturbed  by  an  event  which  threatened  the 
tranquility  and  peace  of  the  Union ;  this  was  the  con- 
spiracy of  Aaron  Burr.  Defeated  in  the  late  election 
to  the  Vice  Presidency,  and  led  on  by  an  unprincipled 
ambition,  this  extraordinary  man  formed  the  plan  of  a 
military  expedition  into  the  Spanish  territories  on  our 
southwestern  frontier,  for  the  purpose  of  forming  there 
a  new  republic.  This  has  been  generally  supposed 
was  a  mere  pretext ;  and  although  it  has  not  been 
generally  known  what  his  real  plans  were,  there  is  no 
doubt  that  they  were  of  a  far  more  dangerous 
character. 

In  1809,  at  the  expiration  of  the  second  term  for 
which  Mr.  Jefferson  had  been  elected,  he  determined 
to  retire  from  political  life.  For  a  period  of  nearly 
forty  years,  he  had  been  continually  before  the  pub- 
lic, and  all  that  time  had  been  employed  in  offices  of 
the  greatest  trust  and  resjxjnsibility.  Having  thus  de- 
voted the  best  part  of  his  life  to  the  service  of  his 
countiy,  he  now  felt  desirous  of  that  rest  which  his 
declining  years  required,  and  upon  the  organization  of 
the  new  administration,  in  March,  1809,  he  bid  fare- 
well forever  to  public  life,  and  retired  to  Monticello. 

Mr.  Jefferson  was  profuse  in  his  hospitality.  Whole 
families  came  in  their  coaches  with  their  horses, — 
fathers  and  mothers,  boys  and  girls,  babies  and 
nurses, — and  remained  three  and  even  six  months. 
Life  at  Monticello,  for  years,  resembled  that  at  a 
fashionable  watering-place. 

The  fourth  of  July,  r826,  being  the  fiftieth  anniver- 
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sary  of  the  Declaration  of  American  Independence, 
great  preparations  were  made  in  every  part  of  the 
Union  for  its  celebration,  as  the  nation's  jubilee,  and 
the  citizens  of  Washington,  to  add  to  the  solemnity 
of  the  occasion,  invited  Mr.  Jefferson,  as  the  framer, 
and  one  of  the  few  surviving  signers  of  the  Declara- 
tion, to  participate  in  their  lestivities.  But  an  ill- 
ness, which  had  been  of  several  weeks  duration,  and 
had  been  continually  increasing,  compelled  him  to 
decline  the  invitation. 

On  the  second  of  July,  the  disease  under  which 
he  was  laboring  left  him,  but  in  such  a  reduced 
state  that  his  medical  attendants,  entertained  no 
hope  of  his  recovery.  From  this  time  he  was  perfectly 
sensible  that  his  last  hour  was  at  hand.  On  the  next 
day,  which  was  Monday,  he  asked  of  those  around 
him,  the  day  of  the  month,  and  on  being  told  it  was 
the  third  of  July,  he  expressed  the  earnest  wish  that 
he  might  be  permitted  to  breathe  the  air  of  the  fiftieth 
anniversary.  His  prayer  was  heard — that  day,  whose 
dawn  was  hailed  with  such  rapture  through  our  land, 
burst  upon  his  eyes,  and  then  they  were  closed  for- 
ever. And  what  a  noble  consummation  of  a  noble 
life !  To  die  on  that  day, — the  birthday  of  a  nation,-  - 
the  day  which  his  own  name  and  his  own  act  had 
rendered  glorious;  to  die  amidst  the  rejoicings  and 
festivities  of  a  whole  nation,  who  looked  up  to  him, 
as  the  author,  under  God,  of  their  greatest  blessings, 
was  all  that  was  wanting  to  fill  up  the  record  his  life. 

Almost  at  the  same  hour  of  his  death,  the  kin- 
dred spirit  of  the  venerable  Adams,  as  if  to  bear 
him  company,  left  the  scene  of  his  earthly  honors. 
Hand  in  hand  they  had  stood  forth,  the  champions  of 
freedom  ;  hand  in  hand,  during  the  dark  and  desper- 
ate struggle  of  the  Revolution,  they  had  cheered  and 
animated  their  desponding  countrymen;  for  half  a 
century  they  had  labored  together  for  the  good  of 
the  country;  and  now  hand  in  hand  they  depart. 
In  their  lives  they  had  been  united  in  the  same  great 
cause  of  liberty,  and  in  their  deaths  they  were  not 
divided. 

In  person  Mr.  Jefferson  was  tall  and  thin,  rather 
above  six  feet  in  height,  but  well  formed;  his  eyes 
were  light,  his  hair  originally  red,  in  after  life  became 
white  and  silvery;  his  complexion  was  fair,  his  fore- 
head broad,  and  his  whole  countenance  intelligent  and 
thoughtful.  He  possessed  great  fortitude  of  mind  as 
well  as  personal  courage  ;  and  his  command  of  tem- 
per was  such  that  his  oldest  and  most  intimate  friends 
never  recollected  to  have  seen  him  in  a  passion. 
His  manners,  though  dignified,  were  simple  and  un- 
affected, and  his  hospitality  was  so  unbounded  that 
all  found  at  his  house  a  ready  welcome.  In  conver- 
sation he  was  fluent,  eloquent  and  enthusiastic  ;  and 
his  language  was  remarkably  pure  and  correct.  He 
was  a  finished  classical  scholar,  and  in  his  wridngsis 
discernable  the  care  with  which  he  formed  his  style 
upon  the  best  models  of  antiquity. 
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AMES    MADISON,    "Father 
of  the  Constitution,"  and  fourth 
President  of  the  United  States, 
was  born  March  i6,  1757,  and 
died  at  his   liome  in  Virginia, 
June  28,   1836.     The  name  of 
ames  Madison  is  inseparably  con- 
nected with  most  of  the  imjxjrtant 
events  in  that  heroic  period  of  our 
country  during  which  the  founda- 
tions of   this  great    republic   were 
laid.  He  was  the  last  of  the  founders 
of  the   Constitution   of  the    United 
States  to   l)e   called    to   his    eternal 
reward. 

The  Madison  family  were  among 
the  early  emigrants  to  the  New  World, 
landing  upon  the  shores  of  the  Chesa- 
peake but  15  years  after  the  settle- 
ment of  Jamestown.  The  father  of 
James  Madison  was  an  opulent 
planter,  residing  upon  a  very  fine  es- 
tate called  "Montpelier,"  Orange  Co., 
Va.  The  mansion  was  situated  in 
the  midst  of  scenery  highly  pictur- 
esque and  romantic,  on  the  west  side 
of  South-west  Mountain,  at  the  foot  of 
Blue  Ridge.  It  was  but  25  miles  from  the  home  of 
Jefferson  at  Monticello.  The  closest  personal  and 
political  attachment  existed  between  these  illustrious 
men,  from  their  early  youth  until  death. 

The  early  education  of  Mr.  Madison  was  conducted 
mostly  at  home  under  a  private  tutor.  At  the  age  of 
18  he  was  sent  to  Princeton  College,  in  New  Jersey. 
Here  he  applied  himself  to  study  with  the  most  im- 
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prudent  zeal;  allowing  himself,  for  months,  but  three 
hours'  sleep  out  of  the  24.  His  health  thus  became  so 
seriously  impaired  that  he  never  recovered  any  vigor 
of  constitution.  He  graduated  in  177  i,  with  a  feeble 
body,  with  a  character  of  utmost  purity,  and  with  a 
mind  highly  disciplined  and  richly  stored  with  learning 
which  embellished  and  gave  proficiency  to  his  subsf " 
quent  career. 

Returning  to  Virginia,  he  commenced  the  study  of 
law  and  a  course  of  extensive  and  systematic  reading. 
This  educational  course,  the  spirit  of  the  times  in 
which  he  lived,  and  the  society  with  which  he  asso- 
ciated, all  combined  to  inspire  him  with  a  strong 
love  of  liberty,  and  to  train  him  for  his  life-work  of 
a  statesman.  Being  naturally  of  a  religious  turn  of 
mind,  and  his  frail  health  leading  him  to  think  that 
his  life  was  not  to  be  long,  lie  directed  especial  atten- 
tion to  theological  studies.  Endowed  with  a  mind 
singularly  free  from  passion  and  prejudice,  and  with 
almost  unequalled  powers  of  reasoning,  he  weighed 
all  the  arguments  for  and  against  revealed  religion, 
until  his  faith  became  so  established  as  never  to 
be  shaken. 

In  the  spring  of  1776,  when  26  years  of  age,  he 
was  elected  a  member  of  the  Virginia  Convention,  to 
frame  the  constitution  of  the  State.  The  next  year 
(1777),  he  was  a  candidate  for  the  General  Assembly. 
He  refused  to  treat  the  wliisky-loving  voters,  and 
consequently  lost  his  election ;  but  those  wjio  had 
witnessed  the  talent,  energy  and  public  spirit  of  the 
modest  young  man,  enlisted  themselves  in  his  behalf, 
and  he  was  appointed  to  the    Executive  Council. 

Both  Patrick  Henry  and  Thomas  Jefferson  were 
Governors  of  Virginia  while  Mr.  Madison  remained 
member  of  the  Council ;    and  their  appreciation  of  his 
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intellectual,  social  and  moral  worth,  contributed  not 
a  little  to  his  subsequent  eminence.  In  the  year 
1780,  he  was  elected  a  member  of  the  Continental 
Congress.  Here  he  met  the  most  illustrious  men  in 
our  land,  and  he  was  immediately  assigned  to  one  of 
the  most  conspicuous  positions  among  them. 

For  three  years  Mr.  Madison  continued  in  Con- 
gress, one  of  its  most  active  and  influential  members. 
In  the  year  1784,  his  term  having  expired,  he  was 
elected  a  member  of  the  Virginia  Legislature. 

No  man  felt  more  deeply  than  Mr.  Madison  the 
utter  inefficiency  of  the  old  confederacy,  with  no  na- 
tional government,  with  no  power  to  form  treaties 
which  would  be  binding,  or  to  enforce  law.  There 
was  not  any  State  more  prominent  than  Virginia  in 
the  declaration,  that  an  efficient  national  government 
must  be  formed.  In  January,  1786,  Mr.  Madison 
carried  a  resolution  through  the  General  Assembly  of 
Virginia,  inviting  the  other  States  to  appoint  commis-' 
sioners  to  meet  in  convention  at  Annapolis  to  discuss 
this  subject.  Five  States  only  were  represented.-  The 
convention,  however,  issued  another  call,  drawn  up 
by  Mr.  Madison,  urging  all  the  States  to  send  their 
I  delegates  to  Philadelphia,  in  May,  1787,  to  draft 
a  Constitution  for  the  United  States,  to  take  the  place 
of  that  Confederate  League.  The  delegates  met  at 
the  time  apix)inted.  Every  State  but  Rhode  Island 
was  represented.  George  Washington  was  chosen 
president  of  the  convention;  and  the  present  Consti- 
tution of  the  United  States  was  then  and  there  formed. 
There  was,  perhaps,  no  mind  and  no  pen  more  ac- 
tive in  framing  this  immortal  document  than  the  mind 
and  the  pen  of  James  Madison. 

The  Constitution,  adopted  by  a  vote  81  to  79,  was 
to  be  presented  to  the  several  States  for  acceptance. 
But  grave  solicitude  was  felt.  Should  it  be  rejected 
we  should  be  left  but  a  conglomeration  of  independent 
States,  with  but  little  power  at  home  and  little  respect 
abroad.  Mr.  Madison  was  selected  by  the*  conven- 
tion to  draw  up  an  address  to  the  people  of  the  United 
States,  expounding  the  principles  of  the  Constitution, 
and  urging  its  adoption.  There  was  great  opposition 
to  it  at  first,  but  it  at  length  triumphed  over  all,  and 
went  into  effect  in  1789. 

Mr.  Madison  was  elected  to  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives in  tlie  first  Congress,  and  soon  became  the 
avowed  leader  of  the  Republican  party.  While  in 
New  York  attending  Congress,  he  met  Mrs.  Todd,  a 
young  widow  of  remarkable  jxiwer  of  fascination, 
whom  he  married.  She  was  in  person  and  character 
queenly,  and  probably  no  lady  has  thus  far  occupied 
so  prominent  a  position  in  the  very  peculiar  society 
which  has  constituted  our  republican  court  as  Mrs. 
Madison. 

Mr.  Madison  served  as  Secretary  of  State  under 
Jefferson,  and  at  the  close  of  his  administration 
was  chosen  President.  At  this  time  the  encroach- 
ments of  England  had  brought  us  to  the  verge  of  war. 
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British  orders  in  council  destioyed  our  commerce,  and 
our  flag  was  exposed  to  constant  insult.  Mr.  Madison 
was  a  man  of  peace.  Scholarly  in  his  taste,  retiring 
in  his  disposition,  war  had  no  charms  for  him.  But  the 
meekest  spirit  can  be  roused.  It  makes  one's  blood 
boil,  even  now,  to  think  of  an  American  ship  brought 
to,  upon  the  ocean,  by  the  guns  of  an  English  cruiser. 
A  young  lieutenant  steps  on  board  and  orders  the 
crew  to  be  paraded  before  him.  With  great  nonchal- 
ance he  selects  any  number  whom  he  may  please  to 
designate  as  British  subjects ;  orders  them  down  the 
ship's  side  into  his  boat ;  and  places  them  on  the  gun- 
deck  of  his  man-of-war,  to  fight,  by  compulsion,  the 
battles  of  England.  This  right  of  search  and  im- 
pressment, no  efforts  of  our  Government  could  induce 
the  British  cabinet  to  relinquish. 

On  the  1 8th  of  June,  181 2,  President  Madison  gave 
his  approval  to  an  act  of  Congress  declaring  war 
against  Great  Britain.  Notwithstanding  the  bitter 
hostility  of  the  Federal  party  to  the  war,  the  country 
in  general  approved;  and  Mr.  Madison,  on  the  4th 
of  March, -1813,  was  re-elected  by  a  large  majority, 
and  entered  upon  his  second  term  of  office.  This  is  \ 
not  the  place  to  describe  the  various  adventures  of 
this  war  on  the  land  and  on  the  water.  Our  infant 
navy  then  laid  the  foundations  of  its  renown  in  grap- 
pling with  the  most  formidable  power  which  ever 
swept  the  seas.  The  contest  commenced  in  earnest 
by  the  appearance  of  a  British  fleet,  early  in  February, 
18T3,  in  Chesapeake  Bay,  declaring  nearly  the  whole  | 
coast  of  the  United  States  under  blockade. 

The  Emperor  of  Russia  offered  his  services  as  me 
ditator.  America  accepted ;  England  refused.  A  Brit- 
ish force  of  five  thousand  men  landed  on  the  banks 
of  the  Patuxet  River,  near  its  entrance  into  Chesa- 
peake Bay,  and  marched  rapidly,  by  way  of  Bladens- 
burg,  upon  Washington. 

The  straggling  little  city  of  Washington  was  thrown 
into  consternation.  The  cannon  of  the  brief  conflict 
at  Bladensburg  echoed  through  the  streets  of  the 
metropolis.  The  whole  population  fled  from  the  city. 
The  President,  leaving  Mrs.  Madison  in  the  White 
House,  with  her  carriage  drawn  up  at  the  door  to 
await  his  speedy  return,  hurried  to  meet  the  officers 
in  a  council  of  war.  He  met  our  troops  utterly  routed, 
and  he  could  not  go  back  without  danger  of  being 
captured.  But  few  hours  elapsed  ere  the  Presidential 
Mansion,  the  Capitol,  and  all  the  public  buildings  in 
Washington  *ere  in  flames. 

The  war  closed  after  two  years  of  fighting,  and  on 
Feb.  13,  1815,  the  treaty  of  peace  was  signed  at  Ghent. 

On  the  4th  of  March,  1817,  his  second  term  of 
office  expired,  and  he  resigned  the  Presidential  chair 
to  his  friend,  James  Monroe.  He  retired  to  his  beau- 
tiful home  at  Montpelier,  and  there  passed  the  re- 
mainder of  his  days.  On  June  28,  1836,  then  at  the 
age  of  85  years,  he  fell  asleep  in  death.  Mrs.  Madi- 
son died  July  12,  1849. 
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AMES  MONROE,  tlie  fifth 
.President  of  The  United  States, 
was  born  in  Westmoreland  Co., 
Va.,  April  28,  1758.  His  early 
life  was  passed  at  the  place  of 
nativity.  His  ancestors  had  for 
many  years  resided  in  the  prov- 
ince in  which  he  was  born.  When, 
at  17  years  of  age,  in  the  process 
of  completing  his  education  at 
William  and  Mary  College,  the  Co- 
lonial Congress  assembled  at  Phila- 
delphia to  deliberate  uix)n  the  un- 
just and  manifold  oppressions  of 
Great  Britian,  declared  the  separa- 
tion of  the  Colonies,  and  promul- 
gated the  Declaration  of  Indepen- 
dence. Had  he  been  born  ten  years  before  it  is  highly 
probable  that  he  would  have  been  one  of  the  signers 
of  that  celebrated  instrument.  At  this  time  he  left 
school  and  enlisted  among  tlie  patriots. 

He  joined  the  army  when  everything  looked  hope- 
less and  gloomy.  The  number  of  deserters  increased 
from  day  to  day.  The  invading  armies  came  [xjuring 
in ;  and  the  tones  not  only  favored  the  cause  of  the 
mother  country,  but  disheartened  the  new  recruits, 
who  were  sufficiently  terrified  at  the  prospect  of  con- 
tending with  an  enemy  whom  they  had  been  taught 
to  deem  invincible.  To  such  brave  spirits  as  James 
Monroe,  who  went  right  onward,  undismayed  through 
difficulty  and  danger,  the  United  States  owe  their 
political  emancipation.  The  young  cadet  joined  the 
ranks,  and  espoused  the  cause  of  his  injured  country, 
^      with  a  firm  determination  to  live  or  die  with  her  strife 


for  liberty.  Firmly  yet  sadly  he  shared  in  tlie  mel- 
ancholy retreat  from  Harleam  Heights  and  White 
Plains,  and  accompanied  the  dispirited  army  as  it  fled 
before  its  foes  through  New  Jersey.  In  four  months 
after  the  Declaration  of  Independence,  the  patriots 
had  been  beaten  in  seven  battles.  At  the  battle  of 
Trenton  he  led  the  vanguard,  and,  in  the  act  of  charg- 
ing upon  the  enemy  he  received  a  wound  in  tlie  left 
shoulder. 

As  a  reward  for  his  bravery,  Mr.  Monroe  was  pro- 
moted a  captain  of  infantry ;  and,  having  recovered 
from  his  wound,  he  rejoined  the  army.  He,  however, 
receded  from  the  line  of  ])romotion,  by  becoming  an 
officer  in  the  staff  of  Lord  Sterling.  During  the  cam- 
paigns of  1777  and  1778,  in  the  actions  of  Brandy 
wine,  Germantown  and  Monmouth,  he  continued 
aid-de-canip;  but  becoming  desirous  to  regain  his 
position  in  the  army,  he  exerted  himself  to  collect  a 
regiment  for  the  Virginia  line.  This  scheme  failed 
owing  to  the  exhausted  condition  of  the  State.  Upon 
this  failure  he  entered  the  office  of  Mr.  Jefferson,  at 
that  period  Governor,  and  pursued,  with  considerable 
ardor,  the  study  of  common  law.  He  did  not,  however, 
entirely  lay  aside  the  knapsack  for  the  green  bag; 
but  on  the  invasions  of  the  enemy,  served  as  a  volun- 
teer, during  the  two  years  of  his  legal  pursuits. 

In  1782,  he  was  elected  from  King  George  county, 
a  member  of  the  Leglislature  of  Virginia,  and  by  that 
body  he  was  elevated  to  a  seat  in  the  Execurive 
Council.  He  was  thus  honored  with  the  confidence 
of  his  fellow  citizens  at  23  years  of  age  ;  and  having 
at  this  early  period  displayed  some  of  that  ability 
and  aptitude  for  legislation,  which  were  afterwards 
employed  with  unremitting  energy  for  the  public  good, 
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he  was  in  the  succeeding  year  chosen  a  member  of 
the  Congress  of  the  United  States. 
DeeplyasMr.  Monroefelt  the  imperfections  of  the  old 
Confederacy,  he  was  opposed  to  the  new  Constitution, 
ihinking,  with  many  others  of  the  Republican  party, 
that  it  gave  too  much  power  to  the  Central  Government, 
and  not  enough  to  the  individual  States.  Still  he  re- 
tained the  esteem  of  his  friends  who  were  its  warm 
supporters,  and  who,  notwithstanding  his  opposition 
secured  its  adoption.  In  1789,  he  became  a  member 
of  the  United  States  Senate ;  which  office  he  held  for 
four  years.  Every  month  the  line  of  distinction  be- 
tween the  two  great  parties  which  divided  the  nation, 
the  Federal  and  the  Republican,  was  growing  more 
distinct.  The  two  prominent  ideas  which  now  sep- 
arated them  were,  that  the  Republican  party  was  in 
sympathy  with  France,  and  also  in  favor  of  such  a 
strict  construction  of  tlie  Constitution  as  to  give  the 
Central  Government  as  little  power,  and  the  State 
Governments  as  much  jxDwer,  as  the  Constitution  would 
warrant.  The  Federalists  sympathized  with  England, 
and  were  in  favor  of  a  liberal  construction  of  the  Con- 
stitution, which  would  give  as  much  power  to  the 
Central  Government  as  that  document  could  possibly 
authorize. 

The  leading  Federalists  and  Republicans  were 
alike  noble  men,  consecrating  all  their  energies  to  the 
good  of  the  nation.  Two  more  honest  men  or  more 
pure  patriots  than  John  Adams  the  Federalist,  and 
James  Monroe  the  Republican,  never  breathed.  In 
building  up  this  majestic  nation,  which  is  destined 
to  eclipse  all  Grecian  and  Assyrian  greatness,  the  com- 
bination of  their  antagonism  was  needed  to  create  the 
light  equilibrium.  And  yet  each  in  his  day  was  de- 
nounced as  almost  a  demon. 

Washington  was  then  President.  England  had  es- 
poused the  cause  of  the  Bourbons  against  tlie  princi- 
ples of  the  French  Revolution.  All  Europe  was  drawn 
into  the  conflict.  We  were  feeble  and  far  away. 
Washington  issued  a  proclamation  of  neutrality  be- 
tween these  contending  powers.  France  had  helped 
us  in  the  struggle  for  our  liberties.  All  the  despotisms 
of  Europe  were  now  combined  to  prevent  the  French 
from  escaping  from  a  tyranny  a  thousand-fold  worse 
than  that  which  we  had  endured  Col.  Monroe,  more 
magnanimous  than  prudent,  was  anxious  that,  at 
whatever  hazard,  we  should  help  our  old  allies  in 
their  extremity.  It  was  the  impulse  of  a  generous 
and  noble  nature.  He  violently  opposed  the  Pres- 
ident's proclamation  as  ungrateful  and  wanting  in 
magnanimity. 

Washington,  who  could  appreciate  such  a  character, 
developed  his  calm,  serene,  almost  divine  greatness, 
by  appointing  that  very  James  Monroe,  who  was  de- 
nouncing the  policy  of  the  Government,  as  the  minister 
of  that  Government  to  the  Republic  of  France.  Mr. 
Monroe  was  welcomed  by  the  National  Convention 
in  France  with  the  most  enthusiastic  demonstrations. 


Shortly  after  his  return  to  this  country,  Mr.  Mon- 
roe was  elected  Governor  of  Virginia,  and  held  the 
office  for  three  years.  He  was  again  sent  to  France  to 
co-operate  with  Chancellor  Livingston  in  obtaining 
the  vast  territory  then  known  as  the  Province  of 
Louisiana,  which  France  had  but  shortly  before  ob- 
tained from  Spain.  Their  united  efTorts  were  suc- 
cessful. For  the  comparatively  small  sum  of  fifteen 
millions  of  dollars,  the  entire  territory  of  Orleans  and 
district  of  Louisiana  were  added  to  the  United  States. 
This  was  probably  the  largest  transfer  of  real  estate 
which  was  ever  made  in  all  the  history  of  the  world. 

From  France  Mr.  Monroe  went  to  England  to  ob- 
tain from  that  country  some  recognition  of  our 
rights  as  neutrals,  and  to  remonstrate  against  those 
odious  impressments  of  our  seamen.  But  Eng- 
land was  unrelenting.  He  again  returned  to  Eng- 
land on  the  same  mission,  but  could  receive  no 
redress.  He  returned  to  his  home  and  was  again 
cliosen  Governor  of  Virginia.  This  he  soon  resigned 
to  accept  the  position  of  Secretary  of  State  under 
Madison.  While  in  this  office  war  with  England  was 
declared,  the  Secretary  of  War  resigned,  and  during 
these  trying  times,  the  duties  of  the  War  Department 
were  also  put  upon  him.  He  was  truly  the  armor- 
bearer  of  President  Madison,  and  the  most  efficient 
business  man  in  his  cabinet.  Upon  the  return  oi 
peace  he  resigned  the  Department  of  War,  but  con- 
tinued in  the  office  of  Secretary  of  State  until  the  ex- 
piration of  Mr.  Madison's  adminstration.  At  the  elec- 
tion held  the  previous  autumn  Mr.  Monroe  himself  had 
been  chosen  President  with  but  little  opposition,  and 
upon  March  4,  1817,  was  inaugurated.  Four  years 
later  he  was  elected  for  a  second  term. 

Among  the  important  measures  of  his  Presidency 
were  the  cession  of  Florida  to  the  United  States ;  the 
Missouri  Compromise,  and  the   "  Monroe  doctrine.'' 

This  famous  doctrine,  since  known  as  the  "  Monroe 
doctrine,"  was  enunciated  by  him  in  1823.  At  that 
time  the  United  Stales  had  recognized  the  independ- 
ence of  the  South  American  states,  and  did  not  wish 
to  have  European  powers  longer  attempting  to  sub- 
due portions  of  the  American  Continent.  The  doctrine 
is  as  follows:  "That  we  should  consider  any  attempt 
on  the  part  of  European  powers  to  extend  their  sys- 
tem to  any  portion  of  this  hemisphere  as  dangerous 
to  our  peace  and  safety,"  and  "that  we  could  not 
view  any  interposition  for  the  purpose  of  oppressing 
or  controlling  American  governments  or  provinces  in 
any  other  light  than  as  a  manifestation  by  European 
powers  of  an  unfriendly  disposition  toward  the  LInited 
States."  This  doctrine  immediately  affected  the  course 
of  foreign  governments,  and  has  become  the  approved 
sentiment  of  the  LTnited  States. 

At  the  end  of  his  second  term  Mr.  Monroe  retired 
to  his  home  in  Virginia,  where  he  lived  until  1830, 
when  he  went  to  New  York  to  live  with  his  son-in- 
law.  In  that  city  he  died, on  the  4th  of  July,  1831. 
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OHN  QUINCY  ADAMS,  the 
Uh  President  of  the  United 
'States,  was   born  in  the   rural 
home  of  his    honored    father, 
John  Adams,  in  Qtiincy,  Mass., 
on  the  nth  of  July,  1767.   His 
mother,  a  woman  of  exalted 
vorth,  watched  over  his  childhood 
luring    the   almost    constant    ab- 
sence of  his  father.      When    but 
eight  years  of  age,  he  stood  with 
his  mother  on  an  eminence,  listen- 
ing to  the  booming  of  the  great  bat- 
tle on  Bunker's  Hill,  and  gazing  on 
uix)n  the  smoke  and  flames  billow- 
ing up  from    the   conflagration   of 
Charlestown. 

When  but  eleven  years  old  he 
took  a  tearful  adieu  of  his  mother, 
to  sail  with  his  father  for  Europe, 
through  a  fleet  of  hostile  British  cruisers.  The  bright, 
animated  boy  spent  a  year  and  a  half  in  Paris,  where 
his  father  was  associated  with  Franklin  and  Lee  as 
minister  plenipotentiary.  His  intelligence  attracted 
the  notice  of  these  distinguished  men,  and  he  received 
from  them  flattering  marks  of  attention. 

Mr.  John  Adams  had  scarcely  returned  to  this 
country,  in  1779,  ere  he  was  again  sent  abroad.  Again 
John  Quincy  accompanied  his  father.  At  Paris  he 
applied  himself  with  great  diligence,  for  six  months, 
to  study;  then  accompained  his  father  to  Holland, 
where  he  entered,  first  a  school  in  Amsterdam,  then 
the  University  at  Leyden.  About  a  year  from  this 
time,  in  178 1,  when  the  manly  boy  was  but  fourteen 
years  of  age,  he  was  selected  by  Mr.  Dana,  our  min- 
ister to  the  Russian  court,  as  his  private  secretan'. 

In  this  school  of  incessant  lalwr  and  of  enobling 
culture  he  spent  fourteen  months,  and  then  returned 
to  Holland  through  Sweden,  Denmark,  Hamburg  and 
Bremen.  This  long  journey  he  took  alone,  in  the 
winter,  when  in  his  sixteenth  year.  Again  he  resumed 
his  studies,  under  a  private  tutor,  at  Hague.  Thence, 
A* 


in  the  spring  of  1782,  he  accompanied  his  father  to 
Paris,  traveling  leisurely,  and  forming  acquaintance 
with  the  most  distinguished  men  on  the  Continent; 
examining  architectural  remains,  galleries  of  paintings, 
and  all  renowned  works  of  art.  At  Paris  he  again 
became  associated  with  the  most  illustrious  men  of 
all  lands  in  the  contemplations  of  the  loftiest  temixsral 
themes  which  can  engross  the  human  mind.  After 
a  short  visit  to  England  he  returned  to  Paris,  and 
consecrated  all  his  energies  to  study  until  May,  1785, 
when  he  returned  to  America.  'I'o  a  brilliant  young 
man  of  eighteen,  who  had  seen  much  of  the  world, 
and  who  was  familiar  with  the  etiquette  of  courts,  a 
residence  with  his  father  in  London,  under  such  cir- 
cumstances, must  have  been  extremely  attractive; 
but  with  judgment  very  rare  in  one  of  his  age,  he  pre- 
ferred to  return  to  America  to  complete  his  education 
in  an  American  college.  He  wislied  then  to  study 
law,  that  with  an  honorable  profession,  he  might  be 
able  to  obtain  an  independent  supiwrt. 

Upon  leaving  Harvard  College,  at  the  age  of  twenty, 
he  studied  law  for  three  years.  In  June,  1794,  be- 
ing then  but  twenty-seven  years  of  age,  he  was  ap- 
[xiinted  by  Washington,  resident  minister  at  the 
Netherlands.  Sailing  from  Boston  in  July,  he  reached 
I^ndon  in  Octoljer,  where  he  was  immediately  admit- 
ted to  the  deliberations  of  Messrs.  Jay  and  Pinckney, 
assisting  them  in  negotiating  a  commercial  treaty  with 
(ireat  Britian.  After  thus  spending  a  fortnight  in 
London,  he  proceeded  to  the  Hague. 

In  July,  1797,  he  left  the  Hague  to  go  to  Portugal  as 
minister  plenipotentiary.  On  his  way  to  Portugal, 
upon  arriving  in  Ixindon,  he  met  with  despatches 
directing  him  to  the  court  of  Berlin,  but  requesting 
him  to  remain  in  London  until  he  should  receive  his 
instructions.  While  waiting  he  was  married  to  an 
American  lady  to  whom  he  had  been  previously  en- 
gaged,— Miss  Louisa  Catherine  Johnson,  daughter 
of  Mr.  Joshua  Johnson,  American  consul  in  London  ; 
a  lady  endownd  with  that  beauty  and  those  accom- 
plishment which  eminently  fitted  her  to  move  in  the 
elevated  sphere  for  which  she  was  destined. 
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He  reached  Berlin  with  his  wife  in  November,  1797  ; 
where  he  remained  until  July,  1799,  when,  having  ful- 
filled all  the  purposes  of  his  mission,  he  solicited  his 
recall. 

Soon  after  his  return,  in  1802,  he  was  chosen  to 
the  Senate  of  Massachusetts,  from  Boston,  and  then 
was  elected  Senator  of  the  United  States  for  six  years, 
from  the  4th  of  March,  1804.  His  reputation,  his 
ability  and  his  experience,  placed  him  immediately 
among  the  most  prominent  and  influential  members 
of  that  body.  Especially  did  he  sustain  the  Govern- 
ment in  its  measures  of  resistance  to  the  encroach- 
ments of  England,  destroying  our  commerce  and  in- 
sulting our  flag.  Tliere  was  no  man  in  America  more 
familiar  with  the  arrogance  of  the  British  court  upon 
these  points,  and  no  one  more  resolved  to  present 
a  firm  resistance. 

In  1809,  Madison  succeeded  Jefferson  in  the  Pres- 
idential chair,  and  he  immediately  nominated  John 
Quincy  Adams  minister  to  St.  Petersburg.  Resign- 
ing his  professorship  in  Harvard  College,  he  embarked 
at  Boston,  in  August,  1809. 

While  in  Russia,  Mr.  Adams  was  an  intense  stu- 
dent. He  devoted  his  attention  to  the  language  and 
history  of  Russia;  to  the  Chinese  trade;  to  the 
European  system  of  weights,  measures,  and  coins  ;  to 
the  climate  and  astronomical  observations  ;  while  he 
kept  up  a  familiar  acquaintance  with  the  Greek  and 
Latin  classics.  In  all  the  universities  of  Europe,  a 
more  accomplished  scholar  could  scarcely  be  found. 
All  through  life  the  Bible  constituted  an  important 
part  of  his  studies.  It  was  his  rule  to  read  five 
chapters  every  day. 

On  the  4th  of  March,  1817,  Mr.  Monroe  took  the 
Presidential  chair,  and  immediately  appointed  Mr. 
Adams  Secretary  of  State.  Taking  leave  of  his  num- 
erous friends  in  public  and  private  life  in  Europe,  he 
sailed  in  June,  1819,  for  the  United  States.  On  the 
i8th  of  August,  he  again  crossed  the  threshold  of  his 
home  in  Quincy.  During  the  eight  years  of  Mr.  Mon- 
roe's administration,  Mr.  Adams  continued  Secretary 
of  State. 

Some  time  before  the  close  of  Mr.  Monroe's  second 
term  of  office,  new  candidates  began  to  be  presented 
for  the  Presidency.  The  friends  of  Mr.  Adams  brought 
forward  his  name.  It  was  an  exciting  campaign. 
Party  spirit  was  never  more  bitter.  Two  hundred  and 
sixty  electoral  votes  were  cast.  Andrew  Jackson  re- 
ceived ninety-nine;  John  Quincy  Adams,  eighty-four; 
William  H.  Crawford,  forty-one;  Henry  Clay,  thirty- 
seven.  As  there  was  no  choice  by  the  people,  the 
question  went  to  the  House  of  Representatives.  Mr. 
Clay  gave  the  vote  of  Kentucky  to  Mr.  Adams,  and 
he  was  elected. 

The  friends  of  all  the  disappointed  candidates  now 
combined  in  a  venomous  and  persistent  assaidt  upon 
Mr.  Adams.  There  is  nothing  more  disgraceful  in 
the  past  history  of  our  country  than  the  abuse  which 


was  poured  in  one  uninterrupted  stream,  upon  this 
high-minded,  upright,  patriotic  man.  There  never  was 
an  administration  more  pure  in  principles,  more  con- 
scientiously devoted  to  the  best  interests  of  the  coun- 
try, than  that  of  John  Quincy  Adams ;  and  never,  per- 
haps, was  there  an  administration  more  unscrupu- 
lously and  outrageously  assailed. 

Mr.  Adams  was,  to  a  very  remarkable  degree,  ab- 
stemious and  temperate  in  his  habits;  always  rising 
early,  and  taking  much  exercise.  When  at  his  home  in 
Quincy,  he  has  been  known  to  walk,  before  breakfast, 
seven  miles  to  Boston.  In  Washington,  it  was  said 
that  he  was  the  first  man  up  in  the  city,  lighting  his 
own  fire  and  applying  himself  to  work  in  his  library 
often  long  before  dawn. 

On  the  4th  of  March,  1829,  Mr.  Adams  retired 
from  the  Presidency,  and  was  succeeded  by  Andrew 
Jackson.  John  C.  Calhoun  was  elected  Vice  Presi- 
dent. The  slavery  question  now  began  to  assume 
lX)rtentous  magnitude.  Mr.  Adams  returned  to 
Quincy  and  to  his  studies,  which  he  pursued  with  un- 
abated zeal.  But  he  was  not  long  permitted  to  re- 
main in  retirement.  In  November,  1830,  he  was 
elected  representative  to  Congress.  For  seventeen 
years,  until  his  death,  he  occupied  the  post  as  repre- 
sentative, towering  above  all  his  peers,  ever  ready  to 
do  brave  battle' for  freedom,  and  winning  the  title  of 
"the  old  man  eloquent."  Upon  taking  his  seat  in 
the  House,  he  announced  that  he  should  hold  him- 
self bound  to  no  party.  Probably  there  never  was  a 
member  more  devoted  to  his  duties.  He  was  usually 
the  first  in  his  place  in  the  morning,  and  the  last  to 
leave  his  seat  in  the  evening.  Not  a  measure  could 
be  brought  forward  and  escape  his  scrutiny.  The 
battle  which  Mr.  Adams  fought,  almost  singly,  against 
the  proslavery  party  in  the  Government,  was  sublime 
in  its  moral  daring  and  heroism.  For  persisting  in 
presenting  petitions  for  the  abolition  of  slavery,  he 
was  threatened  with  indictment  by  the  grand  jury, 
with  expulsion  from  the  House,  with  assassination ; 
but  no  threats  could  intimidate  him,  and  his  final 
triumph  was  complete. 

It  has  been  said  of  President  Adams,  that  when  his 
body  was  bent  and  his  hair  silvered  by  the  lapse  of 
fourscore  years,  yielding  to  the  simple  faith  of  a  little 
child,  he  was  accustomed  to  repeat  every  night,  before 
he  slept,  the  prajer  which  his  mother  taught  him  in 
his  infant  years. 

On  the  2rstof  February,  1848,  he  rose  on  the  floor 
of  Congress,  with  a  paper  in  his  hand,  to  address  the 
speaker.  Suddenly  he  fell,  again  stricken  by  paraly- 
sis, and  was  caught  in  the  arms  of  those  around  him. 
For  a  time  he  was  senseless,  as  he  was  conveyed  to 
the  sofa  in  the  rotunda.  With  reviving  conscious- 
ness, he  opened  his  eyes,  looked  calmly  around  and 
said  "  This  is  the  end  of  earth  .-"then  after  a  moment's 
pause  he  added,  "/  ant  eontent."  These  were  the 
last   words  of    the    grand    "  Old    Man    Eloquent." 
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NDREW     JACKSON,     the 
seventh    President    of     the 
United   States,  was  born   in 
Waxhaw  settlement,  N.    (j., 
March  15,  1767,  a  few  days 
after  his  father's  death.    His 
parents  were  iX)or  emigrants 
from    Ireland,   and  took  up 
their  abode  in  Waxhaw  set- 
tlement, where  they  lived  in 
deepest  poverty. 
Andrew,  or  Andy,  as  he  was 
universally  called,  grew  up  a  very 
rough,  rude,  turbulent  boy.      His 
features  were  coarse,  his  form  un- 
gainly,   and  there  was  but  very 
little  in  his  character,   made  visible,  which  was   at- 
tractive. 

Wlien  only  thirteen  years  old  he  joined  the  volun- 
teers of  Carolina  against  the  British  invasion.  In 
1781,  he  and  his  brother  Robert  were  captured  and 
imprisoned  for  a  time  at  Camden.  A  British  officer 
ordered  him  to  brush  his  mud-spattered  boots.  "  I  am 
a  prisoner  of  war,  not  your  servant,"  was  the  reply  of 
the  dauntless  boy. 

The  brute  drew  his  sword,  and  aimed  a  desperate 
blow  at  the  head  of  the  helpless  young  prisoner. 
Andrew  raised  his  hand,  and  thus  received  two  fear- 
ful gashes, — one  on  the  hand  and  the  other  upon  the 
head.  The  officer  then  turned  to  his  brother  Robert 
with  the  same  demand.  He  also  refused,  and  re- 
ceived a  blow  from  the  keen-edged  sabre,  which  quite 
disabled  him,  and  which  probably  soon  after  caused 
his  death.  They  suffered  muchother  ill-treatment,  and 
were  finally  stricken  with  the  sraall-pox.  Their 
mother  was  successful  in   obtaining   their  exchange, 
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and  took  her  sick  boys  home.  After  .1  long  illness 
.\ndrew  recovered,  and  the  death  of  his  mother  soon 
left  him  entirely  friendless. 

.\ndrew  supported  himself  in  various  ways,  sucli  as 
working  at  the  saddler's  trade,  teaching  school  and 
clerking  in  a  general  store,  until  1784,  when  he 
entered  a  law  office  at  .Salisbury,  N.  C.  He,  however, 
gave  more  attention  to  the  wild  amusements  of  the 
rimes  than  to  his  studies.  In  1788,  he  was  apixjinted 
solicitor  for  the  western  district  of  North  Carolina,  of 
which  Tennessee  was  then  a  part.  This  involved 
many  long  and  tedious  journeys  amid  dangers  of 
every  kind,  but  Andrew  Jackson  never  knew  fear, 
and  the  Indians  liad  no  desire  to  repeat  a  skirmish 
witn  the  Sharp  Knife. 

In  1791,  Mr.  Jackson  was  married  to  a  woman  who 
supjxjsed  herself  divorced  from  her  former  husband. 
Great  was  the  surprise  of  both  partie.s,  two  years  later, 
to  find  that  the  conditions  of  the  divorce  had  just  been 
definitely  settled  by  the  first  husband.  'I'lie  marriage 
ceremony  was  performed  a  second  time,  but  the  occur- 
rence was  often  used  by  his  enemies  to  bring  Mr. 
Jackson  into  disfavor. 

During  these  years  he  worked  hard  at  his  profes- 
sion, and  frequently  had  one  or  more  duels  on  hand, 
one  of  which,  when  he  killed  Dickenson,  was  espec- 
ially disgraceful. 

In  January,  1796,  the  Territory  of  Tennessee  then 
containing  nearly  eighty  thousand  inhabitants,  the 
people  met  in  convention  at  Knoxville  to  frame  a  con- 
sUtution.  Five  were  sent  from  each  of  the  eleven 
counries.  .•\ndrew  Jackson  was  one  of  the  delegates. 
The  new  State  was  entitled  to  but  one  member  in 
the  Narional  House  of  Representatives.  Andrew  Jack- 
son was  chosen  that  member.  Mounting  his  horse  he 
rode  to  Philedelphia,  where  Congress  then    held  its 
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sessions, — a  dislance  of  about  eight  hundred    miles. 

Jackson  was  an  earnest  advocate  of  the  Demo- 
cratic party.  Jefferson  was  his  idol.  He  admired 
Bonaparte,  loved  France  and  hated  England.  As  Mr. 
Jackson  took  his  seat,  Gen.  Washington,  whose 
second  term  of  office  was  then  expiring,  delivered  his 
last  speech  to  Congress.  A  committee  drew  up  a 
complimentary  address  in  reply.  Andrew  Jackson 
did  not  approve  of  the  address,  and  was  one  of  the 
twelve  who  voted  against  it.  He  was  not  willing  to 
say  that  Gen.  Washington's  adminstration  had  been 
'"  wise,  firm  and  patriotic." 

Mr.  Jackson  was  elected  to  the  United  States 
Senate  in  1797,  but  soon  resigned  and  returned  home. 
Soon  after  he  was  chosen  Judge  of  the  Supreme  Court 
of  his  State,  which  position  he  held  for  six  years. 

When  the  war  of  181 2  with  Great  Britian  com- 
menced, Madison  occupied  the  Presidential  chair. 
Aaron  Burr  sent  word  to  the  President  that  there  was 
an  unknown  man  in  the  West,  Andrew  Jackson,  who 
would  do  credit  to  a  commission  if  one  were  con- 
ferred upon  him.  Just  at  tliat  time  Gen.  Jackson 
offered  his  services  and  tliose  of  twenty-five  hundred 
volunteers.  His  offer  was  accepted,  and  the  troops 
were  assembled  at  Nashville. 

As  the  British  were  hourly  expected  to  make  an  at- 
tack upon  New  Orleans,  where  Gen.  Wilkinson  was 
in  command,  he  was  ordered  to  descend  the  river 
with  fifteen  hundred  troops  to  aid  Wilkinson.  The 
expedition  reached  Natcliez;  and  after  a  delay  of  sev- 
eral weeks  there,  without  accomplishing  anything, 
the  men  were  ordered  Ijack  to  their  homes.  But  the 
energy  Gen.  Jackson  had  displayed,  and  his  entire 
devotion  to  the  comrfort  of  his  soldiers,  won  him 
golden  opinions;  and  he  became  the  most  popular 
man  in  the  State.  It  was  in  this  expedition  that  his 
toughness  gave  him  the  nickname  of  "  Old  Hickory." 

Soon  after  this,  while  attempting  to  horsewhip  Col. 
Thomas  H.  Benton,  for  a  remark  that  gentleman 
made  about  his  taking  a  part  as  second  in  a  duel,  in 
which  a  younger  brother  of  Benton's  was  engaged, 
he  received  two  severe  pistol  wounds.  While  lie  was 
lingering  \\\yoTi  a  bed  of  suffering  news  came  that  the 
Indians,  who  had  combined  under  Tecumseh  from 
Florida  to  the  Lakes,  to  exterminate  the  white  set- 
tlers, were  committing  the  most  awful  ravages.  De- 
cisive action  became  necessary.  (len.  Jackson,  with 
his  fractured  bone  just  beginning  to  heal,  his  arm  in 
a  sling,  and  unable  to  mount  his  horse  without  assis- 
tance, gave  his  amazing  energies  to  the  raising  of  an 
army  to  rendezvous  at  Fayeltesville,  Alabama. 

The  Creek  Indians  liad  estalilished  a  strong  fori  on 
one  of  the  bends  of  the  Tallapoosa  River,  near  the  cen- 
ter of  Alabama,  about  fifty  miles  below  Fort  Strother. 
With  an  army  of  two  thousand  men,  Gen.  Jackson 
traversed  the  pathless  wilderness  in  a  march  of  eleven 
ilnys.  He  reached  their  fort,  called  Tohopeka  or 
Horse-shoe,  on  the  27th  of  March.  1814.     '['he  bend 


of  the  river  enclosed  nearly  one  hundred  acres  of 
tangled  forest  and  wild  ravine.  Across  the  narrow 
neck  the  Indians  had  constructed  a  formidable  breast- 
work of  logs  and  brush.  Here  nine  hundred  warriors, 
with  an  ample  suplyof  arms  were  assembled. 

The  fort  was  stormed.  The  fight  was  utterly  des- 
perate. Not  an  Indian  would  accept  of  quarter.  When 
bleeding  and  dying,  they  would  fight  those  who  en- 
deavored to  spare  tlieir  lives.  From  ten  in  the  morn- 
ing until  dark,  the  battle  raged.  The  carnage  was 
awful  and  revolting.  Some  threw  themselves  into  the 
river;  but  the  unerring  bullet  struck  their  heads  as 
they  swam.  Nearly  everyone  of  the  nine  hundred  war- 
rios  were  killed  A  few  probably,  in  the  night,  swam 
the  river  and  escaped.  This  ended  the  war.  The 
jx)wer  of  the  Creeks  was  broken  forever.  This  bold 
plunge  into  the  wilderness,  with  its  terriffic  slaughter, 
so  appalled  the  savages,  that  the  haggard  remnants 
of  the  bands  came  to  the  camp,  begging  for  peace. 

This  closing  of  the  Creek  war  enabled  us  to  con- 
centrate all  our  militia  upon  the  British,  who  were  the 
allies  of  the  Indians  No  man  of  less  resolute  will 
than  Gen.  Jackson  could  have  conducted  this  Indian 
campaign  to  so  successful  an  issue  Immediately  he 
was  appointed  major-general. 

Late  in  .\ugust,  with  an  army  of  two  thousand 
men,  on  a  rushing  march.  Gen.  Jackson  came  to 
Mobile.  A  British  fleet  came  from  Pensacola,  landed 
a  force  upon  the  beach,  anchored  near  the  little  fort, 
and  from  both  ship  and  shore  commenced  a  furious 
assault  The  battle  was  long  and  doubtful.  At  length 
one  of  the  ships  was  blown  up    and  the  rest  retired. 

Garrisoning  Mobile,  where  he  had  taken  his  little 
army,  he  moved  his  troops  to  New  Orleans, 
And  the  battle  of  New  Orleans  which  soon  ensued, 
was  in  reality  a  very  arduous  campaign.  This  won 
for  Gen.  Jackson  an  imjjerishable  name.  Here  his 
troops,  which  numbered  about  four  thousand  men, 
won  a  signal  victory  over  the  British  army  of  about 
nine  thousand.  His  loss  was  but  thirteen,  while  the 
loss  of  the  British  was  two  thousand  six  hundred. 

The  name  of  Gen.  Jackson  soon  began  to  be  men- 
tioned in  connection  with  the  Presidency,  but,  in  1824, 
he  was  defeated  by  Mr.  Adams.  He  was,  however, 
successful  in  the  election  of  1828,  and  was  re-elected 
for  a  second  term  in  1832.  In  1829,  just  before  he 
assumed  the  reins  of  the  government,  he  met  with 
the  most  terrible  affliction  of  his  life  in  the  death  of 
his  wife,  whom  he  had  loved  with  a  devotion  which  has 
perhaps  never  been  surpassed.  From  the  shock  of 
her  death  he  never  recovered. 

His  administration  was  one  of  the  most  memorable 
in  the  annals  of  our  country;  applauded  by  one  party, 
condemned  by  the  other.  No  man  had  more  bitter 
enemies  or  warmer  friends.  At  the  expiration  of  his 
two  terms  of  office  he  retired  to  the  Hermitage,  where 
he  died  June  8,  1845.  The  last  years  of  Mr.  Jack- 
son's  life   were  that   of  a   devoted  Christian    man. 
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ARTIN  VAN  BUREN,  the 
eighth      President     of     the 
United  States,  was  born  at 
Kinderhook,  N.  Y.,  Dec.   5, 
1782.     He  died  at  tlie  same 
place,  July    24,    1862.       His 
body  rests  in   the  cemetery 
at  Kinderhook.     Above  it  is 
a  plain  granite    shaft  fifteen  feet 
high,  bearing  a  simple  inscription 
about  half  way  up  on   one    face. 
The  lot  is  unfenced,  unlx)rdered 
or  unbounded  by  shrub  or  flower. 

There  is  but  little  in  the  life  of  Martin  Van  Bureii 
of  romantic  interest.  He  fought  no  battles,  engaged 
in  no  wild  adventures.  Though  his  life  was  stormy  in 
political  and  intellectual  conflicts,  and  he  gained  many 
signal  victories,  his  days  passed  uneventful  in  those 
incidents  which  give  zest  to  biography.  His  an- 
cestors, as  his  name  indicates,  were  of  Dutch  origin, 
and  were  among  the  earliest  emigrants  from  Holland 
to  the  banks  of  the  Hudson.  His  father  was  a  farmer, 
residing  in  the  old  town  of  Kinderhook.  His  mother, 
also  of  Dutch  lineage,  was  a  woman  of  superior  intel- 
ligence and  exemplary  piety. 

He  was  decidedly  a  [jrecocious  boy,  developing  un- 
usual activity,  vigor  and  strengtli  of  mind.  At  the 
age  of  fourteen,  he  had  finished  his  academic  studies 
in  his  native  village,  and  commenced  the  study  of 
law.  As  he  had  not  a  collegiate  education,  seven 
years  of  study  in  a  law-office  were  reipiired  of  him 
before  he  could  be  admitted  to  the  bar.  Inspired  with 
a  lofty  ambition,  and  conscious  of  liis  jxiwers,  he  pur- 
sued his  studies  with  indefatigable  industry.  After 
spending  six  years  in  an  office  in  his    native  village. 


he  went  to  the  city  of  New  York,  and  prosecuted  his 
studies  for  the  seventh  year. 

In  1803,  Mr.  Van  Buren,  then  twenty-one  years  of 
age,  commenced  the  practice  of  law  in  his  native  viU 
lage.  The  great  conflict  between  the  Federal  and 
Republican  party  was  then  at  its  height.  Mr.  Van 
Buren  was  from  the  beginning  a  [xilitician.  He  had, 
perhaps,  imbibed  that  spirit  while  listening  to  the 
many  discussions  which  had  been  carried  on  in  his 
father's  hotel.  He  was  in  cordial  sympathy  with 
Jefferson,  and  earnestly  and  eloquently  esiwused  the 
cause  of  State  Rights;  though  at  that  time  the  Fed- 
eral party  held  the  supremacy  both  in  his  town 
and  State. 

His  success  and  increasing  ruputation  led  him 
after  six  years  of  practice,  to  remove  to  Hudson,  th.: 
county  seat  of  his  county.  Here  he  si)cnt  seven  years , 
constantly  gaining  strength  by  contending  in  tlu 
courts  with  some  of  the  ablest  men  who  have  adorned 
the  bar  of  his  State. 

Just  before  leaving  Kinderhook  for  Hudson,  Mi. 
Van  Buren  married  a  lady  alike  distinguished  for 
beauty  and  accomplishments.  After  twelve  short 
years  she  sank  into  the  grave,  the  victim  of  consump- 
tion, leaving  her  husband  and  four  sons  to  weep  over 
iier  loss.  For  twenty-five  years,  Mr.  Van  Buren  was 
an  earnest,  successful,  assiduous  lawyer.  The  record 
of  those  years  is  barren  in  items  of  i)ublic  interest. 
In  18 1 2,  when  thirty  years  of  age,  he  was  chosen  to 
the  State  Senate,  and  gave  his  strenuous  supjKjrt  to 
Mr.  Madison's  adminstration.  In  1815,  he  was  ap- 
|)ointed  Attorney-deneral,  and  the  next  year  moved 
to  Albany,  the  capital  of  the  State. 

While  he  was  acknowledged  ns  one  of  the  most 
prominent  leaders  of  the   Democratic   party,   he   had 
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the  moral  courage  to  avow  that  true  democracy  did 
not  require  that  "  universal  suffrage"  which  admits 
the  vile,  the  degraded,  the  ignorant,  to  the  right  of 
governing  the  State.  In  true  consistency  with  his 
democratic  principles,  he  contended  that,  while  the 
path  leading  to  the  privilege  of  voting  should  be  open 
to  every  man  without  distinction,  no  one  should  be 
invested  with  that  sacred  prerogative,  unless  he  were 
in  some  degree  rpialified  for  it  by  intelligence,  virtue 
and  some  jiroperty  interests  in  the  welfare  of  the 
Btate. 

In  182 1  he  was  elected  a  member  of  the  United 
States  Senate;  and  in  the  same  year,  he  took  a  seat 
in  the-  convention  to  revise  the  constitution  of  his 
native  State.  His  course  in  this  convention  secured 
the  approval  of  men  of  all  parties.  No  one  could 
doubt  the  singleness  of  his  endeavors  to  promote  the 
interests  of  all  classes  in  the  community.  In  the 
Senate  of  the  United  States,  he  rose  at  once  to  a 
conspicuous  position  as  an  active  and  useful  legislator. 

In  1827,  John  Quincy  Adams  being  then  in  the 
Presidential  chair,  Mr.  Van  Buren  was  re-elected  to 
the  Senate.  He  had  been  from  the  beginning  a  de- 
termined opposer  of  the  Administration,  adopting  the 
"State  Rights"  view  in  opposition  to  what  was 
deemed  the  Federal  proclivities  of  Mr.  Adams. 

Soon  after  this,  in  1828,  he  was  chosen  Governor  of 
the  State  of  New  York,  and  accordingly  resigned  his 
seat  in  the  Senate.  Probably  no  one  in  the  United 
States  contributed  so  much  towards  ejecting  John  Q. 
Adams  from  the  Presidential  chair,  and  placing  in  it 
Andrew  Jackson,  as  did  Martin  Van  Buren.  Whether 
entitled  to  the  reputation  or  not,  he  certainly  was  re- 
garded throughout  the  United  States  as  one  of  the 
most  skillful,  sagacious  and  cunning  of  politicians. 
It  was  supijosed  that  no  one  knew  so  well  as  he  how 
to  touch  the  secret  spiings  of  action;  how  to  pull  all 
the  wires  to  put  his  machinery  in  motion ;  and  how  to 
organize  a  political  army  which  would,  secretly  and 
stealthily  accomplish  the  most  gigantic  results.  By 
these  powers  it  is  said  that  he  outv/itted  Mr.  Adams, 
Mr.  Clay,  Mr.  Webster,  and  secured  results  which 
few  thought  then  could  be  accomplished. 

Wiien  Andrew  Jackson  was  elected  President  he 
apix<inted  Mr.  Van  Buren  Secretary  of  State.  This 
position  he  resigned  in  1831,  and  was  immediately 
apix)inted  Minister  to  England,  where  he  went  the 
,  same  autumn.  The  Senate,  however,  when  it  met, 
refused  to  ratify  the  nomination,  and  he  retiiFned 
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home,  apparently  untroubled ;  was  nominated  Vice 
President  in  the  place  of  Calhoun,  at  the  re-election 
of  President  Jackson;  and  with  smiles  for  all  and 
fiowns  for  none,  he  took  his  place  at  the  head  of  that 
Senate  which  had  refused  to  confirm  his  nomination 
as  ambassador. 

His  rejection  by  the  Senate  roused  all  the  zeal  of 
President  Jackson  in  behalf  of  his  repudiated  favor- 
ite ;  and  this,  probably  more  than  any  other  cause, 
secured  his  elevation  to  the  chair  of  the  Chief  Execu- 
tive. On  the  20th  of  May,  1836,  Mr.  Van  Buren  re- 
ceived the  Democratic  nomination  to  succeed  Gen. 
Jackson  as  President  of  the  United  States.  He  was 
elected  by  a  handsome  majority,  to  the  delight  of  the 
retiring  President.  "  Leaving  New  York  out  of  the 
canvass,"  says  Mr.  Parton,  "the  election  of  Mr.  Van 
Buren  to  the  Presidency  was  as  much  the  act  of  Gen. 
Jackson  as  though  the  Constitution  had  conferred 
upon  him  the  power  to  appoint  a  successor." 

His  administration  was  filled  with  exciting  events. 
The  insurrection  in  Canada,  which  threatened  to  in  - 
volve  this  country  in  war  with  England,  the  agitation 
of  the  slavery  question,  and  finally  the  great  commer- 
cial panic  which  spread  over  the  country,  all  were 
trials  to  his  wisdom.  The  financial  distress  was  at- 
tributed to  the  management  of  the  Democratic  party, 
and  brought  the  President  into  such  disfavor  that  he 
failed  of  re-election. 

With  the  exception  of  being  nominated  for  the 
Presidency  by  the  "Free  Soil"  Democrats,  in  r848, 
Mr.  Van  Buren  lived  quietly  upon  his  estate  until 
his  death. 

He  had  ever  been  a  prudent  man,  of  frugal  habits, 
and  living  within  his  income,  had  now  fortunately  a 
competence  for  his  declining  years.  His  unblemished 
character,  his  commanding  abilities,  his  unquestioned 
patriotism,  and  the  distinguished  positions  which  he 
had  occupied  in  the  government  of  our  country,  se- 
cured to  him  not  only  the  homage  of  his  party,  but 
the  respect  ot  the  whole  community.  It  was  on  the 
4th  of  March,  1841,  that  Mr.  Van  Buren  retired  from 
the  presidency.  From  his  fine  estate  at  Lindenwald, 
he  still  exerted  a  powerful  influence  upon  the  politics 
of  the  country.  From  this  time  until  his  death,  on 
the  24th  of  July,  1862,  at  the  age  of  eighty  years,  he 
resided  at  Lindenwald,  a  gentleman  of  leisure,  of 
culture  and  of  wealth;  enjoying  in  a  healthy  old 
age,  probably  far  more  happiness  than  he  had  before 
experienced  amid  the  stormy  scenes  of  his  active  life. 
■► 
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ILLIAM  HENRY  HARRI- 
SON, the  ninth   President  of 
the   United  States,  was  born 
at  Berkeley,  Va.,  Feb.  9,  1773. 
His  father,   Benjamin    Harri- 
son, was  in  comparatively  op- 
ulent circumstances,  and  was 
one  of  the  most  distinguished 
men  of  his  day.      He  was  an 
intimate    friend    of     George 
AVashington,  was  early  elected 
a  member  of  the  Continental 
Congress,    and  was    conspicuous 
among  the  patriots  of  Virginia  in 
resisting  the  encroachments  of  the 
British  crown.     In  the  celebrated 
Congress  of  1775,  Benjamin  Har- 
rison   and   John    Hancock    were 
both  candidates  for  the  office  of 
speaker. 

Mr  Harrison  was  subsequently 
chosen  Governor  of  Virginia,  and 
was  twice    re-elected.       His   son, 
i  William  Henry,  of  course  enjoyed 

n  childhood  all  the  advantages  which  wealth  and 
ntellectual  and  cultivated  society  could  give.  Hav- 
ng  received  a  thorough  common-school  education,  he 
entered  Hampden  Sidney  College,  where  he  graduated 
with  honor  soon  after  the  death  of  his  father.  He 
then  repaired  to  Philadelphia  to  study  medicine  under 
the  instructions  of  Dr.  Rush  and  the  guardianship  of 
Robert  Morris,  both  of  whom  were,  with  his  father, 
signers  of  the  Declaration  of  Independence. 

Upon  the  outbreak  of  the  Indian  troubles,  and  not- 
withstanding the  remonstrances  of  his  friends,  he 
abandoned  his  medical  studies  and  entered  the  army, 
having  obtained  a  commission  of  Ensign  from  Presi- 


dent Washington.  He  was  then  but  ly  years  old. 
From  that  time  he  passed  gradually  upward  in  rank 
until  he  became  aid  to  tieneral  Wayne,  after  whose 
death  he  resigned  his  commission.  He  was  then  ap- 
pointed Secretary  of  the  North-western  Territory.  This 
Territory  was  then  entitled  to  but  one  member  in 
Congress  and  Capt.  Harrison  was  chosen  to  fill  tliat 
lX)sition. 

In  the  spring  of  1800  the  North-western  Territory 
was  divided  by  Congress  into  two  portions.  The 
eastern  portion,  comprising  the  region  now  embraced 
in  the  State  of  Ohio,  was  called  "  The  Territory 
north-west  of  the  Ohio."  The  western  portion,  which 
included  what  is  now  called  Indiana,  Illinois  and 
Wisconsin,  was  called  the  "Indiana  Territory."  Wil- 
liam Henry  Harrison,  then  27  years  of  age,  was  a]> 
pointed  by  John  Adams,  Governor  of  the  Indiana 
Territory,  and  immediately  after,  also  Governor  of 
Upper  Louisiana.  He  was  thus  ruler  over  almost  as 
extensive  a  realm  as  any  sovereign  upon  the  globe.  He 
was  Superintendent  of  Indian  Affairs,  and  was  in- 
vested with  powers  nearly  dictatorial  over  the  now 
rapidly  increasing  white  population.  The  ability  and 
fidelity  with  which  he  discharged  these  responsible 
duties  may  be  inferred  from  the  fact  that  he  was  four 
times  ap[X)inted  to  this  ofifice — first  by  John  Adams, 
twice  by  Thomas  Jefferson  and  afterwards  by  Presi- 
dent Madison. 

When  he  began  his  adminstration  there  were  but 
three  white  settlements  in  that  almost  boundless  region, 
now  crowded  with  cities  and  resounding  with  all  the 
tumult  of  wealth  and  traffic.  Oneof  these  settlements 
was  on  tlie  Ohio,  nearly  opposite  Louisville;  one  at 
Vincennes,  on  the  Wabash,  and  the  third  a  French 
settlement. 

The  vast  wilderness  over  which  Gov.  Harrison 
reigned  was  filled  with  many  tribes  of  Indians.  About 
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the  year  1806,  two  extraordinary  men,  twin  brothers, 
of  the  Shawnese  tribe,  rose  among  them.  One  of 
these  was  called  Tecumseh,  or  "  The  Crouching 
Panther;"  the  other,  OUivvacheca,  or  "  The  Prophet." 
Tecumseh  was  not  only  an  Indian  warrior,  but  a  man 
of  great  sagacity,  far-reaching  foresight  and  indomit- 
able perseverance  in  any  enterprise  in  which  he  might 
engage.  He  was  inspired  with  the  highest  enthusiasm, 
and  had  long  regarded  with  dread  and  with  hatred 
the  encroachment  of  the  whites  upon  the  hunting- 
grounds  of  his  fathers.  His  brother,  the  Prophet,  was 
anorator,  who  could  sway  the  feelings  of  the  untutored 
Indian  as  the  gale  tossed  the  tree-tops  beneath  which 
they  dwelt. 

But  the  Prophet  was  not  merely  an  orator :  he  was, 
in  the  superstitious  minds  of  the  Indians,  invested 
with  the  superhuman  dignity  of  a  medicine-man  or  a 
magician.  With  an  enthusiasm  unsurpassed  by  Peter 
the  Hermit  rousing  Europe  to  the  crusades,  he  went 
from  tribe  to  tribe,  assuming  that  he  was  specially  sent 
by  the  Great  Spirit. 

Gov.  Harrison  made  many  attempts  to  conciliate 
the  Indians,  but  at  last  the  war  came,  and  at  Tippe- 
canoe the  Indians  were  routed  with  great  slaughter. 
October  28,  18 12,  his  army  began  its  march.  When 
near  the  Prophet's  town  three  Indians  of  rank  made 
their  appearance  and  inquired  why  Gov.  Harrison  was 
approacliing  them  in  so  hostile  an  attitude.  After  a 
short  conference,  arrangements  were  made  for  a  meet- 
ing the  next  day,  to  agree  upon  terms  of  peace. 

But  Gov.  Harrison  was  too  well  acquainted  with 
the  Indian  character  to  be  deceived  by  such  protes- 
tations. Selecting  a  favorable  spot  for  his  night's  en- 
campment, he  took  every  precaution  against  surprise. 
His  troops  were  posted  in  a  hollow  square,  and  slept 
upon  their  arms. 

The  troops  threw  themselves  upon  the  ground  for 
rest;  but  every  man  had  his  accourtrements  on,  his 
loaded  musket  by  his  side, and  his  bayonet  fixed.  The 
wakeful  Governor,  between  three  and  four  o'clock  in 
the  morning,  had  risen,  and  was  sitting  in  conversa- 
tion with  his  aids  by  the  embers  of  a  waning  fire.  It 
was  a  chill,  cloudy  morning  with  a  drizzling  rain.  In 
the  darkness,  the  Indians  had  crept  as  near  as  possi- 
ble, and  just  then,  with  a  savage  yell,  rushed,  with  all 
the  desperation  which  superstition  and  passion  most 
highly  inflamed  could  give,  upon  the  left  flank  of  the 
little  army.  The  savages  had  been  amply  provided 
with  guns  and  ammunition  by  the  English.  Their 
war-whoop  was  accompained  Ijy  a  shower  of  bullets. 

The  camp-fires  were  instantly  extinguished,  as  the 
light  aided  the  Indians  in  their  aim.  With  hide- 
ous yells,  the  Indian  bands  rushed  on,  not  doubting  a 
speedy  and  an  entire  victory.  But  Gen.  Harrison's 
troops  stood  as  immovable  as  the  rocks  around  them 
until  day  dawned  :  they  then  made  a  simultaneous 
charge  with  the  bayonet,  and  swept  every  thing  be- 
fore   them,    and    completely    routing    thf"    foe, 


Gov.  Harrison  now  had  all  his  energies  tasked 
to  the  utmost.  The  British  descending  from  the  Can - 
adas,  were  of  themselves  a  very  formidable  force  ;  but 
with  their  savage  allies,  rushing  like  wolves  from  the  ^ 
forest,  searching  out  every  remote  farm-house,  burn- 
ing, plundering,  scalping,  torturing,  the  wide  frontier 
was  plunged  into  a  state  of  consternation  which  even 
the  most  vivid  imagination  can  but  faintly  conceive. 
The  war-whoop  was  resounding  everywhere  in  the 
forest.  The  horizon  was  illuminated  with  the  conflagra- 
tion of  the  cabins  of  the  settlers.  Gen  Hull  had  made 
the  ignominious  surrender  of  his  forces  at  Detroit. 
Under  these  despairing  circumstances,  Gov.  Harrison 
was  appointed  by  President  Madison  commander-in- 
chief  of  the  North-western  army,  with  orders  to  retake 
Detroit,  and  to  protect  the  frontiers. 

It  would  be  difficult  to  place  a  man  in  a  situation 
demanding  more  energy,  sagacity  and  courage;  but 
General  Harrison  was  found  equal  to  the  position, 
and  nobly  and  triumphantly  did  he  meet  all  the  re 
sixjnsibilities. 

He  won  the  love  of  his  soldiers  by  always  sharing 
with  them  their  fatigue.  His  whole  baggage,  while 
pursuing  the  foe  up  the  Thames,  was  carried  in  a 
valise;  and  his  bedding  consisted  of  a  single  blanket 
lashed  over  his  saddle.  Thirty-five  British  officers, 
his  prisoners  of  war,  supped  with  him  after  the  battle. 
The  only  fare  he  could  give  them  was  beef  roasted 
before  the  fire,  without  bread  or  salt. 

In  1816,  Gen.  Harrison  was  chosen  a  member  of 
the  National  House  of  Representatives,  to  represent 
the  District  of  Ohio.  In  Congress  he  proved  an 
active  member;  and  whenever  he  spoke,  it  was  with 
force  of  reason  and  power  of  eloquence,  which  arrested 
the  attention  of  all  the  members. 

In  1819,  Harrison  was  elected  to  the  Senate  of 
Ohio;  and  in  1824,  as  one  of  the  presidential  electors 
of  that  State,  he  gave  his  vote  for  Henry  Clay.  The 
same  year  he  was  chosen  to  the  United  States  Senate. 

In  1836,  tlie  friends  of  Gen.  Harrison  ijroughl  him 
forward  as  a  candidate  for  the  Presidency  againsi 
Van  Buren,  but  he  was  defeated.  At  the  close  of 
Mr.  Van  Buren's  term,  he  was  re-nominated  by  his 
party,  and  Mr.  Harrison  was  unanimously  nominated 
by  the  Whigs,  with  John  Tyler  for  the  Vice  Presidency. 
The  contest  was  very  animated.  Gen.  Jackson  gave 
all  his  influence  to  prevent  Harrison's  election ;  but 
his  triumph  was  signal. 

The  cabinet  which  he  formed,  with  Daniel  Webster 
at  its  head  as  Secretary  of  State,  was  one  of  the  most 
brilliant  with  which  any  President  had  ever  been 
surrounded.  Never  were  the  prospects  of  an  admin- 
istration more  flattering,  or  the  hopes  of  the  country 
more  sanguine.  In  the  midst  of  these  bright  and 
joyous  prospects.  Gen.  Harrison  was  seized  by  a 
pleurisy-fever  and  after  a  few  days  of  violent  sick- 
ness, died  on  the  4th  of  April ;  just  one  month  after 
his  inauguration  as  President  of  the  United  States.    . 
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OHN    TYLER,     the    tenth 
'residentof  the  United  States. 
He  was  born  in  Charles-city 
Co.,  Va.,  March  29, 1790.  He 
was  the   favored  child   of  af- 
fluence and  high   social    po- 
sition.    At  the   early  age   of 
twelve,  John  entered  William 
and   Mary  College  and  grad- 
uated with  much  honor  when 
but  seventeen  years  old.  .\fter 
graduating,  he  devoted  him- 
self with    great    assiduity  to   the 
study    of    law,    partly   with    his 
father   and   partly  with   Edmund 
Randolph,  one  of  the  most  distin- 
guished lawyers  of  Virginia. 

.\t  nineteen  years  of  age,  ne 
commenced  the  practice  of  law. 
His  success  was  rapid  and  aston- 
ishing. It  is  said  that  three 
months  had  not  elapsed  ere  there 
was  scarcely  a  case  on  the  dock- 
I  et  of  the  court  in  which   he  was 

not  retained.  When  but  twenty-one  years  of  age,  he 
was  almost  unanimously  elected  to  a  seat  in  the  State 
Legislature.  He  connected  himself  with  the  Demo- 
cratic party,  and  warmly  advocated  the  measures  of 
Jefferson  and  Madison.  For  five  successive  years  he 
was  elected  to  the  Legislature,  receiving  nearly  the 
unanimous  vote  or  his  county. 

When  but  twenty-six  years  of  age,  he  was  elected 
a  member  of  Congress.  Here  he  acted  earnestly  and 
ably  with  the  Democratic  party,  opposing  a  national 
bank,  internal  improvements  bv  tlje  Creneral  Govern- 
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ment,  a  protective  tariff,  and  advocatmg  a  strict  con- 
struction of  the  Constitution,  and  the  most  careful 
vigilance  over  State  rights.  His  labors  in  Congress 
were  so  arduous  that  before  the  close  of  his  second 
term  he  found  it  necessary  to  resign  and  retire  to  his 
estate  in  Charles-city  Co.,  to  recruit  his  health.  He, 
however,  soon  after  consented  to  take  his  seat  in  the 
State  Legislature,  where  his  influence  was  powerful 
in  promoting  public  works  of  great  utility.  With  a 
reputation  thus  canstantly  increasing,  he  was  chosen 
by  a  very  large  majority  of  votes,  Covernor  of  his 
native  State.  His  administration  was  signally  a  suc- 
cessful one.     His  popularity  secured  his  re-election. 

John  Randolph,  a  brilliant,  erratic,  half-crazed 
man,  then  represented  Virginia  in  the  Senate  of  the 
United  States.  .\  ]X)rtion  of  the  Democratic  party 
was  displeased  with  Mr.  Randolph's  wayward  course, 
and  brought  forward  John  Tyler  as  his  opi^nent, 
considering  him  the  only  man  in  ^'irginia  of  sufificient 
popularity  to  succeed  against  the  renowned  orator  of 
Roanoke.     Mr.  Tyler  was  the  victor. 

In  accordance  with  his  professions,  ujMn  taking  his 
seat  in  tlie  Senate,  he  joined  the  ranks  of  the  opposi- 
tion. He  opiX)sed  the  tariff;  he  spoke  against  and 
voted  against  the  bank  as  unconstitutional ;  he  stren- 
uously opposed  all  restrictions  upon  slavery,  resist- 
ing all  projects  of  internal  improvements  by  the  Gen- 
eral Government,  and  avowed  his  sympathy  with  Mr. 
Calhoun's  view  of  nullification  ;  he  declared  that  Gen. 
Jackson,  by  his  opposition  to  the  nullifiers,  had 
abandoned  the  principles  of  the  Democratic  party. 
Such  was  Mr.  Tyler's  record  in  Congress, — a  record 
in  perfect  accordance  with  the  principles  which  he 
had  always  avowed. 

Returning  to  Virginia,  he  resumed  the  practice  of 
his  profession.     Tliere  was  a  rplit  in  the   Democratic 
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party.  His  friends  still  regarded  him  as  a  true  Jef- 
fersonian,  gave  him  a  dinner,  and  showered  compli- 
ments upon  him.  He  had  now  attained  the  age  of 
forty-six.  His  career  had  been  very  brilliant.  In  con- 
sequence of  his  devotion  to  public  business,  his  pri- 
vate affairs  had  fallen  into  some  disorder;  and  it  was 
not  without  satisfaction  that  he  resumed  the  practice 
of  law,  and  devoted  himself  to  the  culture  of  his  plan- 
tation. Soon  after  this  he  removed  to  Williamsburg, 
for  the  better  education  of  his  children  ;  and  he  again 
took  his  seat  in  the  Legislature  of  Virginia. 

By  the  Southern  Whigs,  he  was  sent  to  the  national 
convention  at  Harrisburg  to  nominate  a  President  in 
1839.  The  majority  of  votes  were  given  to  Gen.  Har- 
rison, a  genuine  Whig,  much  to  the  disappointment  of 
the  South,  who  wished  for  Henry  Clay.  To  concili- 
ate the  Southern  Whigs  and  to  secure  their  vote,  the 
convention  then  nominated  John  Tyler  for  Vice  Pres- 
ident. It  was  well  known  that  he  was  not  in  sympa- 
thy with  the  Whig  party  in  the  North  :  but  the  Vice 
President  has  but  very  little  power  in  the  Govern- 
ment, his  main  and  almost  only  duty  being  to  pre- 
side over  the  meetings  of  the  Senate.  Thus  it  hap- 
pened that  a  Whig  President,  and,  in  reality,  a 
Democratic  Vice  President  were  chosen. 

In  1841,  Mr.  Tyler  was  inaugurated  Vice  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States.  In  one  short  month  from 
that  time.  President  Harrison  died,  and  Mr.  Tyler 
thus  found  himself,  to  his  own  surprise  and  that  of 
the  whole  Nation,  an  occupant  of  the  Presidential 
chair.  This  was  a  new  test  of  the  stability  of  our 
institutions,  as  it  was  the  first  time  in  the  history  of  our 
country  that  such  an  event  had  occured.  Mr.  Tyler 
was  at  home  in  Williamsburg  when  he  received  the 
unexpected  tidings  of  the  death  of  President  Harri- 
son. He  hastened  to  Washington,  and  on  the  6th  of 
April  was  inaugurated  to  the  high  and  responsible 
office.  He  was  placed  in  a  position  of  exceeding 
delicacy  and  difficulty.  All  his  long  life  he  had  been 
opposed  to  the  main  principles  of  the  party  which  had 
brought  him  into  power.  He  had  ever  been  a  con- 
sistent, honest  man,  with  an  unblemished  record. 
Gen.  Harrison  had  selected  a  Whig  cabinet.  Should 
he  retain  them,  and  thus  surround  himself  with  coun- 
sellors whose  views  were  antagonistic  to  his  own .'  or, 
on  the  other  hand,  should  he  turn  against  the  party 
which  had  elected  him  and  select  a  cabinet  in  har- 
mony with  himself,  and  which  would  oppose  all  those 
views  which  the  Whigs  deemed  essential  to  the  pub- 
lic welfare?  This  was  his  fearful  dilemma.  He  in- 
vited the  cabinet  which  President  Harrison  had 
selected  to  retain  their  seats.  He  reccommended  a 
day  of  fasting  and  prayer,  that  God  would  guide  and 
bless  us. 

The  Whigs  carried  through  Congress  a  bill  for  the 
incorporation  of  a  fiscal  bank  of  the  United  States. 
The  President,  after  ten  days'  delay,  returned  it  witli 
his  veto.      He   suggested,   however,  that  he  would 


approve  of  a  bill  drawn  up  upon  such  a  plan  as  he 
proposed.  Such  a  bill  was  accordingly  prepared,  and 
privately  submitted  to  him.  He  gave  it  his  approval. 
It  was  passed  without  alteration,  and  he  sent  it  back 
with  his  veto.  Here  commenced  the  open  rupture. 
It  is  said  that  Mr.  Tyler  was  provoked  to  this  meas- 
ure by  a  published  letter  from  the  Hon.  John  M. 
Botts,  a  distinguished  Virginia  Whig,  who  severely 
touched  the  pride  of  the  President. 

The  opposition  now  exultingly  received  the  Presi- 
dent into  their  arms.  The  party  which  elected  him 
denounced  him  bitterly.  All  the  members  of  his 
cabinet,  excepting  Mr.  Webster,  resigned.  The  Whigs 
of  Congress,  both  the  Senate  and  the  House,  held  a 
meeting  and  issued  an  address  to  the  people  of  the 
United  States,  proclaiming  that  all  political  alliance 
between  the  Whigs  and  President  Tyler  were  at 
an  end. 

Still  the  President  attempted  to  conciliate.  He 
appointed  a  new  cabinet  of  distinguished  Whigs  and 
Conservatives,  carefully  leaving  out  all  strong  party 
men.  Mr.  Webster  soon  found  it  necessary  to  resign, 
forced  out  by  the  pressure  of  his  Whig  friends.  Thus 
the  four  years  of  Mr.  Tyler's  unfortunate  administra- 
tion passed  sadly  away.  No  one  was  satisfied.  The 
land  was  filled  with  murmurs  and  vituperation.  Whigs 
and  Democrats  alike  assailed  him.  More  and  more, 
however,  he  brought  himself  into  sympathy  with  his 
old  friends,  the  Democrats,  until  at  the  close  of  his  term, 
he  gave  his  whole  influence  to  the  support  of  Mr. 
Polk,  the  Democratie  candidate  for  his  successor. 

On  the  4th  of  March,  1845,  he  retired  from  the 
harassments  of  office,  to  the  regret  of  neither  party,  and 
probably  to  his  own  unspeakable  relief.  His  first  wife. 
Miss  Letitia  Christian,  died  in  Washington,  in  1842; 
and  in  June,  1844,  President  Tyler  was  again  married, 
at  New  York,  to  Miss  Julia  Gardiner,  a  young  lady  of 
many  personal  and  intellectual  accomphshments. 

The  remainder  of  his  days  Mr.  Tyler  passed  mainly 
in  retirement  at  his  beautiful  home, — Sherwood  For- 
est, Charles-city  Co.,  Va.  A  polished  gentleman  in 
his  manners,  richly  furnished  with  mformation  from 
books  and  experience  in  the  world,  and  possessing 
brilliant  powers  of  conversation,  his  family  circle  was 
the  scene  of  unusual  attractions.  With  sufficient 
means  for  the  exercise  of  a  generous  hospitality,  he 
might  have  enjoyed  a  serene  old  age  with  the  few 
friends  who  gathered  around  him,  were  it  not  for  the 
storms  of  civil  war  which  his  own  principles  and 
policy  had  helped  to  introduce. 

When  the  great  Rebellion  rose,  which  the  State- 
rights  and  nullifying  doctrines  of  Mr.  John  C.  Cal- 
houn had  inaugurated,  President  Tyler  renounced  his 
allegiance  to  the  United  States,  and  joined  the  Confed- 
erates. He  was  chosen  a  member  of  their  Congress; 
and  while  engaged  in  active  measures  to  destroy,  by 
force  of  arms,  the  Government  over  which  he  had 
once  presided,   he   was  taken   sick  and  soon  died. 
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AMES  K.  POLK,  the  eleventh 
.President  of  the  United  States, 
was  born  in  Mecklenburg  Co., 
N.  C.Nov.  2,  1795.     His  par- 
ents were    Samuel   and    Jane 
(Knox)  Polk,  the  former  a  son 
of  Col.  Thomas  Polk,  who  located 
at  the  above  place,  as  one  of  the 
first  pioneers,  in  1735. 

In  the  year  1 3o6,  with  his  wife 
and  children,  and  soon  after  fol- 
lowed by  most  of  the  members  of 
the  Polk  famly,  Samuel  Polk  emi- 
grated some  two  or  three  hundred 
miles  farther  west,  to  the  rich  valley 
of  the  Duck  River.  Here  in  the 
midst  of  the  wilderness,  in  a  region 
which  was  subsequently  called  Mau- 
ry Co.,  they  reared  their  log  huts, 
and  established  their  homes.  In  the 
hard  toil  of  a  new  farm  in  the  wil- 
derness, James  K.  Polk  spent  the 
early  years  of  his  childhood  and 
youth.  His  father,  adding  the  pur- 
suit of  a  surveyor  to  that  of  a  farmer, 
'  gradually  increased  in  wealth  until 

he  became  one  of  the  leading  men  of  the  region.   His 
mother  was  a  superior  woman 
sense  and  earnest  piety. 

Very  early  in  life,  James  developed  a  taste  for 
reading  and  expressed  the  strongest  desire  to  obtain 
a  liberal  education.  His  mother's  training  had  made 
him  methodical  in  his  habits,  had  taught  him  punct- 
uality and  industry,  and  had  inspired  him  with  lofty 
principles  of  morality.  His  health  was  frail ;  and  his 
father,  fearing  that  he  might  not  be  able  to  endure  a 


sedentary  life,  got  a   situation    for   him   behind   the 
counter,  hoping  to  fit  him  for  commercial  pursuits. 

This  was  to  James  a  bitter  disappointment.  He 
had  no  taste  for  these  duties,  and  his  daily  tasks 
were  irksome  in  the  extreme.  He  remained  in  this 
uncongenial  occupation  but  a  few  weeks,  when  at  his 
earnest  solicitation  his  father  removed  him,  and  made 
arrangements  for  him  to  prosecute  his  studies.  Soon 
after  he  sent  him  to  Murfreesboro  Academy.  With 
ardor  which  could  scarcely  be  surpassed,  he  pressed 
forward  in  his  studies,  and  in  less  than  two  and  a  half 
years,  in  the  autumn  of  1815,  entered  the  sophomore 
class  in  the  University  of  North  Carolina,  at  Chapel 
Hill.  Here  he  was  one  of  the  most  exemplary  of 
scholars,  punctual  in  every  exercise,  never  allowing 
himself  to  be  absent  from  a  recitation  or  a  religious 
service. 

He  graduated  in  1818,  with  tlie  highest  honors,  be- 
ing deemed  the  best  scholar  of  liis  class,  both  in 
mathematics  and  the  classics.  He  was  then  twenty- 
three  years  of  age.  Mr.  Polk's  health  was  at  this 
time  much  impaired  by  the  assiduity  with  which  he 
had  prosecuted  his  studies.  After  a  short  season  of 
relaxation  he  -went  to  Nashville,  and  entered  the 
office  of  Felix  Grundy,  to  study  law.  Here  Mr.  Polk 
renewed  his  acquaintance  with  Andrew  Jackson,  who 
resided  on  his  plantation,  the  Hermitage,  but  a  few 
miles  from  Nashville.  They  had  probably  been 
slightly  acquainted  before. 

Mr.  Polk's  father  was  a  Jeffersonian  Republican, 
and  James  K.  Polk  ever  adliered  to  the  same  politi- 
cal faith.  He  was  a  popular  iniblic  speaker,  and  was 
constantly  called  upon  to  address  the  meetings  of  his 
party  friends.  His  skill  as  a  speaker  was  such  that 
he  was  popularly  called  the  Napoleon  of  the  stump. 
He  was  a  man  of  unblemished    morals,    genial    and 
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courteous  in  his  bearing,  and  with  that  sympathetic 
nature  in  the  joys  and  griefs  of  others  which  ever  gave 
liim  troops  of  friends.  In  1823,  Mr.  Polk  was  elected 
to  the  Legislature  of  Tennessee.  Here  he  gave  his 
strong  influence  towards  the  election  of  his  friend, 
Mr.  Jackson,  to  the  Presidency  of  the  United  States. 

In  January,  1824,  Mr.  Polk  married  Miss  Sarah 
Childress,  of  Rutherford  Co.,  Tenn.  His  bride  was 
altogether  worthy  of  him, — a  lady  of  beauty  and  cul- 
ture. In  the  fall  of  1825,  Mr.  Polk  was  chosen  a 
member  of  Congress.  The  satisfaction  which  he  gave 
to  his  constituents  may  be  inferred  from  the  fact,  that 
for  fourteen  successive  years,  until  1 839,  he  was  con- 
tinued in  that  office.  He  then  voluntarily  withdrew, 
only  that  he  might  accept  the  Gubernatorial  chair 
of  Tennessee.  In  Congress  he  was  a  laborious 
member,  a  frequent  and  a  popular  speaker.  He  was 
always  in  his  seat,  always  courteous ;  and  whenever 
he  spoke  it  was  always  to  the  point,  and  without  any 
ambitious  rhetorical  display. 

During  five  sessions  of  Congress,  Mr.  Polk  was 
Speaker  of  the  House.  Strong  passions  were  roused, 
and  stormy  scenes  were  witnessed  ;  but  Mr.  Polk  per- 
formed his  arduous  duties  to  a  very  general  satisfac- 
tion, and  a  unanimous  vote  of  thanks  to  him  was 
passed  by  the  House  as  he  withdrew  on  the  4t]i  of 
March,  1839. 

In  accordance  with  Southern  usage,  Mr.  Polk,  as  a 
candidate  for  Governor,  canvassed  the  State.  He  was 
elected  by  a  large  majority,  and  on  the  14th  of  Octo- 
ber, 1839,  took  the  oath  of  office  at  Nashville.  In  184 1, 
his  term  of  office  expired,  and  he  was  again  the  can- 
didate of  the  Democratic  party,  but  was  defeated. 

On  the  4th of  March,  iS45,Mr.  Polk  was  inaugur- 
ated President  of  the  United  States.  The  verdict  of 
the  country  in  favor  of  the  annexation  of  Texas,  exerted 
its  influence  upon  Congress  ;  and  the  last  act  of  the 
administration  of  President  Tyler  was  to  affix  his  sig- 
nature to  a  joint  resolution  of  Congress,  passed  on  the 
3d  of  March,  approving  of  the  annexation  of  Texas  to 
the  American  Union.  As  Mexico  still  claimed  Texas 
as  one  of  her  provinces,  the  Mexican  minister, 
Almonte,  immediately  demanded  his  passports  and. 
left  the  country,  declaring  the  act  of  the  annexation 
to  be  an  act  hostile  to  Me.xico. 

In  his  first  message.  President  Polk  urged  that 
Texas  should  immediately,  by  act  of  Congress,  be  re- 
ceived into  the  Union  on  the  same  footing  with  the 
other  States.  In  the  meantime,  Gen.  Taylor  was  sent 


with  an  army  into  Texas  to  hold  the  country.  He  was 
sent  first  to  Nueces,  which  the  Mexicans  said  was  the 
western  boundary  of  Texas.  Then  he  was  sent  nearly 
two  hundred  miles  further  west,  to  the  Rio  Grande, 
where  he  erected  batteries  which  commanded  the 
Mexican  city  of  Matamoras,  which  was  situated  on 
the  western  banks. 

The  anticipated  collision  soon  took  place,  and  war 
was  declared  against  Mexico  by  President  Polk.  The 
war  was  pushed  forward  by  Mr.  Polk's  administration 
with  great  vigor.  Gen.  Taylor,  whose  army  was  first 
called  one  of  "  observation,"  then  of  "  occupation," 
then  of  "invasion,  "was  sent  forward  to  Monterey.  The 
feeble  Mexicans,  in  every  encounter,  were  hopelessly 
and  awfully  slaughtered.  The  day  of  judgement 
alone  can  reveal  the  misery  which  this  war  caused. 
It  v/as  by  the  ingenuity  of  Mr.  Polk's  administration 
that  the  war  was  brought  on. 

'To  the  victors  belong  the  spoils."  Mexico  was 
prostrate  before  us.  Her  capital  was  in  our  hands. 
We  now  consented  to  peace  upon  the  condition  that 
Mexico  should  surrender  to  us,  in  addition  to  Texas, 
all  of  New  Mexico,  and  all  of  Upper  and  Lower  Cal- 
ifornia. This  new  demand  embraced,  exclusive  of 
Texas,  eight  hundred  thousand  square  miles.  This 
was  an  extent  of  territory  equal  to  nine  States  of  the 
size  of  New  York.  Thus  slavery  was  securing  eighteen 
majestic  States  to  be  added  to  the  Union.  There  were 
some  Americans  who  thought  it  all  right :  there  were 
others  who  thought  it  all  wrong.  In  the  prosecution 
of  this  war,  we  expended  twenty  thousand  lives  and 
more  than  a  hundred  million  of  dollars.  Of  this 
money  fifteen  millions  were  paid  to  Mexico. 

On  the  3d  of  March,  1849,  Mr.  Polk  retired  from 
office,  having  served  one  term.  The  next  day  was 
Sunday.  On  the  5th,  Gen.  Taylor  was  inaugurated 
as  his  successor.  Mr.  Polk  rode  to  the  Capitol  in  the 
same  carriage  with  Gen.  Taylor;  and  the  same  even- 
ing, with  Mrs.  Polk,  he  commenced  his  return  to 
Tennessee.  He  was  then  but  fifty-four  years  of  age. 
He  had  ever  been  strictly  temperate  in  all  his  habits, 
and  his  health  was  good.  With  an  ample  fortune, 
a  choice  library,  a  cultivated  mind,  and  domestic  ties 
of  the  dearest  nature,  it  seemed  as  though  long  years 
of  tranquility  and  happiness  were  before  him.  But  the 
cholera — that  fearful  scourge— was  then  sweeping  up 
the  Valley  of  the  Mississippi.  This  he  contracted, 
and  died  on  the  isth  of  June,  1849,  in  the  fifty-fourth 
year  of  his  age,  greatly  mourned  by  his  countrymen. 


■^ 


'^Xyy^ 


a;  a;  fuimkhouger 


TWELFTH  PRESIDENT. 


t 


ACHARV  TAYLOR,  iwcllih 
President  of  the  United  States, 
was  born  on  the  24th  of  Nov., 
1784,  in  Orange  Co.,  Va.  His 
father,  Colonel  Taylor,  was 
a  Virginian  of  note,  and  a  dis- 
tinguished patriot  and  soldier  of 
the  Revolution.  When  Zachary 
was  an  infant,  his  father  with  his 
wife  and  two  children,  emigrated 
to  Kentucky,  where  he  settled  in 
the  pathless  wilderness,  a  few 
miles  from  Louisville.  In  this  front- 
ier home,  away  from  civilization  and 
refinements,  young  Zachary 
could  enjoy  hut  few  social  and  educational  advan- 
tages. When  six  years  of  age  he  attended  a  common 
school,  and  was  then  regarded  as  a  bright,  active  boy, 
cather  remarkable  for  bluntness  and  decision  of  char- 
acter He  was  strong,  fearless  and  self-reliant,  and 
manifested  a  strong  desire  to  enter  tlie  army  to  fight 
the  Indians  wlio  were  ravaging  the  frontiers.  There 
is  little  to  be  recorded  of  the  uneventful  years  of  his 
childhood  on  his  father's  large  but  lonely  plantation. 
In  1808,  his  father  succeeded  in  obtaining  for  him 
the  commission  of  lieutenant  in  the  United  States 
army ;  and  he  joined  the  troops  which  were  stationed 
at  New  Orleans  under  Gen.  Wilkinson.  Soon  after 
this  he  married  Miss  Margaret  Smith,  a  young  lady 
from  one  of  the  first  families  of  Maryland. 

Immediately  after  the  declaration  of  war  with  Eng- 
land, in  18 1 2,  Capt.  Taylor  (for  he  had  then  been 
promoted  to  that  rank)  was  put  in  command  of  Fort 
Harrison,  on  the  Wabash,  about  fifty  miles  above 
Vincennes.  This  fort  had  been  built  in  the  wilder- 
ness by  Gen.  Harrison, on  his  march  to  Tipj^ecanoe. 
It  was  one  of  the  first  points  of  attack  by  the  Indians, 
led  by  Tecumseh.     Its  garrison  consisted  of  a  broken 


company  of  infantry  numbering   fifty  men,   many  of 
whom  were  sick. 

Early  in  the  autumn  of  181.?,  tlie  Indians,  stealthily, 
and  in  large  numbers,  moved  ujion  tlie  fort.  Their 
approach  was  first  indicated  by  tlie  murder  of  two 
soldiers  just  outside  of  the  stockade.  Capt.  Taylor 
made  every  possible  preparation  to  meet  the  antici- 
pated assault.  On  the  4th  of  September,  a  band  of 
forty  painted  and  plumed  savages  came  to  the  fort, 
waving  a  white  flag,  and  informed  Capt.  Taylor  that 
in  the  morning  their  chief  would  come  to  have  a  talk 
with  him.  It  was  evident  that  their  object  was  merely 
to  ascertain  the  state  of  things  at  the  fort,  and  Capt. 
Taylor,  well  versed  in  the  wiles  of  the  savages,  kept 
them  at  a  distance. 

The  sun  went  down;  the  savages  disappeared,  the 
garrison  slept  \\\>o\\  their  arms.  One  hour  before 
midnight  the  war-whoop  burst  from  a  thousand  lips 
in  the  forest  around,  followed  by  the  discharge  of 
musketry,  and  the  rush  of  the  foe.  Every  man,  sick 
and  well,  sprang  to  his  post.  Every  man  knew  that 
defeat  was  not  merely  death,  but  in  the  case  of  cap- 
ture, death  by  the  most  agonizing  and  prolonged  tor- 
ture. No  pen  can  describe,  no  immagination  can 
conceive  the  scenes  which  ensued.  The  savages  suc- 
ceeded in  setting  fire  to  one  of  the  block-houses- 
Until  six  o'clock  in  the  morning,  this  awful  conflict 
continued.  The  savages  then,  baffled  at  every  ix)int, 
and  gnashing  their  teeth  with  rage,  retired.  Capt. 
Taylor,  for  tliis  gallant  defence,  was  promoted  to  tlie 
rank  of  major  by  brevet. 

Until  the  close  of  the  war,  Major  Taylor  was  placed 
in  such  situations  that  he  saw  but  little  more  of  active 
service.  He  was  sent  far  away  into  the  depths  of  the 
wilderness,  to  Fort  Crawford,  on  Fox  River,  which 
empties  into  Green  Bay.  Here  there  was  but  little 
to  be  done  but  to  wear  away  the  tedious  hours  as  one 
best  could.  There  were  no  books,  no  society,  no  in- 
.^ 
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tellectual  stimulus.  Thus  with  him  the  uneventful 
years  rolled  on  Gradually  he  rose  to  the  rank  of 
colonel.  In  the  Black-Hawk  war,  which  resulted  in 
the  capture  of  that  renowned  chieftain,  Col  Taylor 
took  a  subordinate  but  a  brave  and  efficient  part. 

For  twenty-four  years  Col.  Taylor  was  engaged  in 
the  defence  of  the  frontiers,  in  scenes  so  remote,  and  in 
employments  so  obscure,  that  his  name  was  unknown 
beyond  the  limits  of  his  own  immediate  acquaintance. 
In  the  year  1836,  he  was  sent  to  Florida  to  compel 
the  Seminole  Indians  to  vacate  that  region  and  re- 
tire beyond  the  Mississippi,  as  their  chiefs  by  treaty, 
had  promised  they  should  do.  The  services  rendered 
here  secured  for  Col.  Taylor  the  high  appreciation  of 
the  Government;  and  as  a  reward,  he  was  elevated 
to  the  rank  of  brigadier-general  by  brevet ;  and  soon 
after,  in  May,  1838,  was  appointed  to  the  chief  com- 
mand of  the  United  States  troops  in  Florida. 

After  two  years  of  such  wearisome  employment 
amidst  the  everglades  of  the  peninsula.  Gen.  Taylor 
obtained,  at  his  own  request,  a  change  of  command, 
and  was  stationed  over  the  Department  of  the  South- 
west. This  field  embraced  Lxjuisiana,  Mississippi, 
Alabama  and  Georgia.  Establishing  his  headquarters 
at  Fort  Jessup,  in  Louisiana,  he  removed  his  family 
to  a  plantation  which  he  purchased,  near  Baton  Rogue. 
Here  he  remained  for  five  years,  buried,  as  it  were, 
from  the  world,  but  faithfully  discharging  every  duty 
imposed  upon  him. 

In  1846,  Gen.  Taylor  was  sent  to  guard  the  land 
between  the  Nueces  and  Rio  Grande,  the  latter  river 
being  the  boundary  of  Texas,  which  was  then  claimed 
by  the  United  States.  Soon  the  war  with  Mexico 
was  brought  on,  and  at  Palo  Alto  and  Resaca  de  la 
Palnia,  Gen.  Taylor  won  brilliant  victories  over  the 
Mexicans.  The  rank  of  major-general  by  brevet 
was  then  conferred  uix)n  Gen.  Taylor,  and  his  name 
was  received  with  enthusiasm  almost  everywhere  in 
the  Nation.  Then  came  the  battles  of  Monterey  and 
Buena  Vista  in  which  he  won  signal  victories  over 
forces  much  larger  than  he  commanded. 

His  careless  habits  of  dress  and  his  unaffected 
simplicity,  secured  for  Gen.  Taylor  among  his  troops, 
\.\\t  sobriquet  of  "Old  Rough  and  Ready.' 

Tlie  tidings  of  the  brilliant  victory  of  Buena  Vista 
spread  the  wildest  enthusiasm  over  the  country.  The 
name  of  Gen.  Taylor  was  on  every  one's  lips.  The 
Whig  party  decided  to  take  advantage  of  this  wonder- 
ful popularity  in  bringing  forward  the  unpolished,  un- 
lettered, honest  soldier  as  their  candidate  for  the 
Presidency.  Gen.  Taylor  was  astonished  at  the  an- 
nouncement, and  for  a  time  would  not  listen  to  it;  de- 
claring that  he  was  not  at  all  qualified  for  such  an 
office.  So  litrte  interest  had  he  taken  in  politics  that, 
for  forty  years,  he  had  not  cast  a  vote.  It  was  not 
without  chagrin  that  several  distinguished  statesmen 
who  had  been  long  years  in  the  public  service  found 
their  claims  set  aside  in  behalf  of  one  whose   name 


had  never  been  heard  of,  save  in  connection  with  Palo 
Alto,  Resaca  de  la  Palma,  Monterey  and  Buena 
Vista.  It  is  said  that  Daniel  Webster,  in  his  haste  re- 
marked, "  It  is  a  nomination  not  fit  to  be  made." 

Gen.  Taylor  was  not  an  eloquent  speaker  nor  a  fine 
writer  His  friends  took  possession  of  him,  and  pre- 
pared such  few  communications  as  it  was  needful 
should  be  presented  to  the  public.  The  popularity  of 
the  successful  warrior  swept  the  land.  He  was  tri- 
umphantly elected  over  two  opposing  candidates, — 
Gen.  Cass  and  E.x-President  Martin  Van  Buren. 
Though  he  selected  an  excellent  cabinet,  the  good 
old  man  found  himself  in  a  very  uncongenial  position, 
and  was,  at  times,  sorely  perplexed  and  harassed. 
His  mental  sufferings  were  very  severe,  and  probably 
tended  to  hasten  his  death.  The  pro-slavery  party 
was  pushing  its  claims  with  tireless  energy ,  expedi- 
tions were  fitting  out  to  capture  Cuba  ;  California  was 
pleading  for  admission  to  the  Union,  while  slavery 
stood  at  the  door  to  bar  her  out.  Gen.  Taylor  found 
the  political  conflicts  in  Washington  to  be  far  more 
trying  to  the  nerves  than  battles  with  Mexicans  or 
Indians. 

In  the  midst  of  all  these  troubles.  Gen.  Taylor, 
after  he  had  occupied  the  Presidential  chair  but  little 
over  a  year,  took  cold,  and  after  a  brief  sickness  of 
but  little  over  five  days,  died  on  the  9th  of  July,  1850. 
His  last  words  were,  "  I  am  not  afraid  to  die.  I  am 
ready.  I  have  endeavored  to  do  my  duty."  He  died 
universally  respected  and  beloved.  An  honest,  un- 
pretending man,  he  had  been  steadily  growing  in  the 
affections  of  the  people;  and  the  Nation  bitterly  la- 
mented his  death. 

Gen.  Scott,  who  was  thoroughly  acquainted  with 
Gen.  Taylor,  gave  the  following  graphic  and  truthful 
description  of  his  character: — "  With  a  good  store  of 
common  sense.  Gen.  Taylor's  mind  had  not  been  en- 
larged and  refreshed  by  reading,  or  much  converse 
with  the  world.  Rigidity  of  ideas  was  the  conse- 
quence. The  frontiers  and  small  military  posts  had 
been  his  home.  Hence  he  was  quite  ignorant  for  his 
rank,  and  quite  bigoted  in  his  ignorance.  His  sim- 
plicity was  child-like,  and  with  innumerable  preju- 
dices, amusing  and  incorrigible,  well  suited  to  the 
tender  age.  Thus,  if  a  man,  however  respectable, 
chanced  to  wear  a  coat  of  an  unusual  color,  or  his  hat 
a  little  on  one  side  of  his  head;  or  an  officer  to  leave 
a  corner  of  his  handkerchief  dangling  from  an  out- 
side pocket, — in  any  such  case,  this  critic  held  the 
offender  to  be  a  coxcomb  (perhaps  something  worse), 
whom  he  would  not,  to  use  his  oft  repeated  phrase, 
'  touch  with  a  pair  of  tongs.' 

"Any  allusion  to  literature  beyond  good  old  Dil- 
worth's  spelling-book,  on  the  part  of  one  wearing  a 
sword,  was  evidence,  with  the  same  judge,  of  utter 
unfitness  for  heavy  marchings  and  combats.  In  short, 
few  men  have  ever  had  a  more  comfortable,  labor- 
saving  contempt   for  learning  of  every   kind." 
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ILLARD  FILLMORE,  thir- 
teenth President  of  the  United 
States,   was  born  at  Summer 
Hill,  Cayuga  Co.,   N.  Y  .,  on 
the  7th  of  January,  1800.   His 
father  was  a  farmer,  and  ow- 
ing to  misfortune,  in  humble  cir- 
cumstances.    Of  his  mother,  the 
daughter  of  Dr.  .\biathar  Millard, 
of  Pittsfield,  Mass.,  it   has  been 
said  that  she  jwssessed  an  intellect 
of  very  high  order,  united  with  much 
[Personal  loveliness,  sweetness  of  dis- 
iwsition,  graceful  manners  and   ex- 
quisite sensibilities.      She   died    in 
1831 ;  having  lived  to  see  her  son  a 
'        young  man   of  distinguished    prom- 
ise, though  she  was  not  permitted  to  witness  the  high 
dignity  which  he  finally  attained. 

In  consequence  of  the  secluded  home  and  limited 
means  of  his  father,  Millard  enjoyed  but  slender  ad- 
vantages for  education  in  his  early  years.  The  com- 
mon schools,  which  he  occasionally  attended  were 
very  imperfect  institutions;  and  books  were  scarce 
and  expensive.  There  was  nothing  then  in  his  char- 
acter to  indicate  the  brilliant  career  upon  which  he 
was  about  to  enter.  He  was  a  plain  farmer's  boy; 
intelligent,  good-looking,  kind-hearted.  The  sacred 
influences  of  home  had  taught  him  to  revere  the  Bible, 
and  had  laid  the  foundations  of  an  upright  character. 
When  fourteen  years  of  age,  his  father  sent  him 
some  hundred  miles  -from  home,  to  the  then  wilds  of 
Livingston  County,  to  learn  the  trade  of  a  clothier. 
Near  the  mill  there  was  a  small  villiage,  where  some 


enterprising  man  had  commenced  the  collection  of  a 
village  library.  This  proved  an  inestimable  blessing 
to  )'oung  Fillmore.  His  evenings  were  spent  in  read- 
ing. .Soon  every  leisure  moment  was  occupied  \\ith 
books.  His  thirst  for  knowledge  became  insatiate; 
and  the  selections  which  he  made  were  continually 
more  elevating  and  instructive.  He  read  histor)-, 
biography,  oratory;  and  thus  gradually  there  was  en- 
kindled in  his  heart  a  desire  to  be  something  more 
than  a  mere  worker  with  his  hands;  and  lie  was  be- 
coming, almost  unknown  to  himself,  a  well-informed, 
educated  man. 

The  young  clothier  had  now  attained  the  age  of 
nineteen  years,  and  was  of  fine  personal  appearance 
and  of  gentlemanly  demeanor.  It  so  happened  that 
there  was  a  gentleman  in  the  neighborhood  of  ample 
pecuniary  means  and  of  benevolence, — Judge  Walter 
Wood, — who  was  struck  with  the  preix)ssessing  aj)- 
pearance  of  young  Fillmore.  He  made  his  acquaint- 
ance, and  was  so  much  impressed  with  his  ability  and 
attainments  that  he  advised  him  to  abandon  his 
trade  and  devote  himself  to  the  study  of  the  law.  The 
young  man  replied,  that  he  had  no  means  of  his  own, 
no  friends  to  help  him  and  that  his  previous  educa- 
tion had  been  very  imperfect.  But  Judge  Wood  had 
so  much  confidence  in  him  that  he  kindly  offered  to 
take  him  into  his  own  office,  and  to  loan  him  such 
money  as  he  needed.  Most  gratefully  the  generous 
offer  was  accepted. 

There  is  in  many  minds  a  strange  delusion'  about 
a  collegiate  education,  h.  young  man  is  supposed  to 
be  liberally  educated  if  he  has  graduated  at  some  col- 
lege. But  many  a  boy  loiters  through  university  halh 
<vc\A  then  enters  a  law  office,  who  is  by  no  means  as 
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well  prepared  to  prosecute  his  legal  studies  as  was 
Millard  Fillmore  when  he  graduated  at  the  clothing- 
mill  at  the  end  of  four  years  of  manual  labor,  during 
which  every  leisure  moment  had  been  devoted  to  in- 
tense mental  culture. 

In  1823,  when  twenty-three  years  of  age,  he  was 
admitted  to  the  Court  of  Common  Pleas.  He  then 
went  to  the  village  of  Aurora,  and  commenced  the 
practice  of  law.  In  this  secluded,  peaceful  region, 
his  practice  of  course  was  limited,  and  there  was  no 
opportunity  for  a  sudden  rise  in  fortune  or  in  fame. 
Here,  in  the  year  1826,  he  married  a  lady  of  great 
moral  worth,  and  one  capable  of  adorning  any  station 
she  might  be  called  to  fill, — Miss  Abigail  Powers. 

His  elevation  of  character,  his  untiring  industry, 
his  legal  acquirements,  and  his  skill  as  an  advocate, 
gradually  attracted  attention  ;  and  he  was  invited  to 
enter  into  partnership  under  highly  advantageous 
circumstances,  with  an  elder  member  of  the  bar  in 
P.uffalo.  Just  before  removing  to  Buffalo,  in  1829, 
he  took  his  seat  in  the  House  of  Assembly,  of  the 
State  of  New  York,  as  a  representative  from  Erie 
County.  Though  he  had  never  taken  a  very  active 
part  in  politics,  his  vote  and  his  sympathies  were  with 
the  Whig  party.  The  State  was  then  Democratic, 
and  he  found  himself  in  a  helpless  minority  in  the 
Legislature ,  still  the  testimony  comes  from  all  parties, 
that  his  courtesy,  ability  and  integrity,  won,  to  a  very 
unusual  degr(  e  the  respect  of  his  associates. 

In  the  autumn  of  1832,  he  was  elected  to  a  seat  in 
the  United  States  Congress  He  entered  that  troubled 
irena  in  some  of  the  most  tumultuous  hours  of  our 
national  history.  The  great  conflict  respecting  the 
national  bank  and  the  removal  of  the  deposits,  was 
then  raging. 

His  term  of  two  years  closed  ;  and  he  returned  to 
his  profession,  which  he  pursued  with  increasing  rep- 
utation and  success.  After  a  lapse  of  two  years 
he  again  became  a  candidate  for  Congress ;  was  re- 
elected, and  took  his  seat  in  1837.  His  past  expe- 
rience as  a  representative  gave  him  strength  and 
confidence.  The  first  term  of  service  in  Congress  to 
any  man  can  be  but  little  more  than  an  introduction. 
He  was  now  prepared  for  active  duty.  All  his  ener- 
gies were  brought  to  bear  upon  the  public  good.  Every 
measure  received  his  impress. 

Mr.  Fillmore  was  now  a  man  of  wide  repute,  and 
his  popularity  filled  the  State,  and  in  the  year  1847, 
he   was   elected  Comptroller  of    the   State 


Mr.  Fillmore  had  attained  the  age  of  forty-seven 
years.  His  labors  at  the  bar,  in  the  Legislature,  in 
Congress  and  as  Comptroller,  had  given  him  very  con- 
siderable fame.  The  Whigs  were  casting  about  to 
find  suitable  candidates  for  President  and  Vice-Presi- 
dent at  the  approaching  election.  Far  away,  on  the 
waters  of  the  Rio  Grande,  there  was  a  rough  old 
soldier,  who  had  fought  one  or  two  successful  battles 
with  the  Mexicans,  which  had  caused  his  name  to  be 
proclaimed  in  trumpet-tones  all  over  the  land.  But 
it  was  necessary  to  associate  with  him  on  the  same 
ticket  some  man  of  reputation  as  a  statesman. 

Under  the  influence  of  these  considerations,  the 
namesof  Zachary  Taylor  and  Millard  Fillmore  became 
the  rallying-cry  of  the  Whigs,  as  their  candidates  for 
President  and  Vice-Peesident.  The  Whig  ticket  was 
signally  triumphant.  On  the  4th  of  March,  1849, 
Gen.  Taylor  was  inaugurated  President,  and  Millard 
Fillmore  Vice-President,  of  the  United  States. 

On  the  9th  of  July,  1850,  President  Taylor,  but 
about  one  year  and  four  months  after  his  inaugura- 
tion, was  suddenly  taken  sick  and  died.  By  the  Con- 
stitution, Vice-President  Fillmore  thus  became  Presi- 
dent. He  appointed  a  very  able  cabinet,  of  which 
the  illustrious  Daniel  Webster  was  Secretary  of  State. 

Mr.  Fillmore  had  very  serious  difficulties  to  contend 
with,  since  the  opposition  had  a  majority  in  both 
Houses.  He  did  everything  in  his  power  to  conciliate 
the  South ;  but  the  pro-slavery  party  in  the  South  felt 
the  inadequacy  of  all  measuresof  transient  conciliation. 
The  population  of  the  free  States  was  so  rapidly  in- 
creasing over  that  of  the  slave  States  that  it  was  in- 
evitable that  the  power  of  the  Government  should 
soon  pass  into  the  hands  of  the  free  States.  The 
famous  compromise  measures  were  adopted  under  Mr. 
Fillmore's  adminstration,  and  the  Japan  Expedition 
was  sent  out.  On  the  4th  of  March,  1853,  Mr.  Fill- 
more, having  served  one  term,  retired. 

In  1856,  Mr.  Fillmore  was  nominated  for  the  Pres- 
idency by  the  "  Know  Nothing  "  party,  but  was  beaten 
by  Mr.  Buchanan.  After  that  Mr.  Fillmore  lived  in 
retirement.  During  the  terrible  conflict  of  civil  war, 
he  was  mostly  silent.  It  was  generally  supposed  that 
his  sympathies  were  rather  with  those  who  were  en- 
deavoring to  overthrow  our  institutions.  President 
Fillmore  kept  aloof  from  the  conflict,  without  any 
cordial  words  of  cheer  to  the  one  party  or  the  other. 
He  was  thus  forgotten  by  both.  He  lived  to  a  ripe  , 
old  age,  and  died  in  Buffalo.  N.  Y.,  March  8,    1874. 
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RANKLIN     PIERCE,   the 
fourteenth    President  of  the 
■"*  United  States,  was  born  in 
Hillsborough,    N.    H.,    Nov. 
23,  1804.      His  father  was  a 
Revolutionary  soldier,   who, 
with    his   own    strong    arm, 
hewed   out  a    home   in    the 
wilderness.     He  was  a  man 
of    inflexible    integrity;    of 
strong,  though   uncultivated 
mind,  and  an  uncompromis- 
ing Democrat.      The   mother   of 
Franklin  Pierce  was  all  that  a  son 
could  desire,— an  intelligent,  pru- 
dent, affectionate,  Christian  wom- 
an.    Franklin  was  the  si.xth  of  eight  children. 

Franklin  was  a  very  bright  and  handsome  boy,  gen- 
erous, warm-hearted  and  brave.  He  won  alike  the 
love  of  old  and  young.  The  boys  on  the  play  ground 
loved  him.  His  teachers  loved  him.  The  neighbors 
looked  upon  him  with  pride  and  affection.  He  was 
by  instinct  a  gentleman;  always  speaking  kind  words, 
doing  kind  deeds,  with  a  peculiar  unstudied  tact 
which  taught  liim  what  was  agreeable.  Witliout  de- 
veloping any  precocity  of  genius,  or  any  unnatural 
devotion  to  books,  he  was  a  good  scholar ;  in  body, 
in  mind,  in  affections,  a  finely-developed  boy. 

When  sixteen  years  of  age,  in  the   year    1820,    he 

entered  Bowdoin  College,  at  Brunswick,  Me.   He  was 

one  of  the  most  popular  young  men    in  the  college. 

,    The    purity   of  his   moral  character,  the    unvarying 

courtesy  of  his  demeanor,  his  rank  as  a  scholar,  and 


i;enial  nature,  rendered  him  a  universal  favorite. 
There  was  something  very  peculiarly  winning  in  his 
address,  and  it  was  evidently  not  in  the  slightest  de- 
gree studied:  it  was  the  simple  outgushing  of  his 
own  magnanimous  and  loving  nature. 

Upon  graduating,  in  the  year  1824,  Franklin  Pierce 
commenced  the  study  of  law  in  the  office  of  Judge 
^Voodbury,  one  of  the  most  distinguished  lawye'-s  of 
the  State,  and  a  man  of  great  private  worth.  The 
eminent  social  qualities  of  the  young  lawyer,  his 
father's  prominence  as  a  public  man,  and  the  brilliant 
ix)litical  career  into  which  Judge  Woodbury  was  en- 
tering, all  tended  to  entice  Mr.  Pierce  into  the  faci- 
nating  yet  perilous  path  of  political  life.  With  all 
the  ardor  of  his  nature  he  esiioiised  tlie  cause  of  Gen. 
Jackson  for  the  Presidency.  He  commenced  the 
practice  of  law  in  Hillsborough,  and  was  soon  elected 
to  represent  the  town  in  the  State  Legislature.  Here 
he  served  for  four  yeais.  The  last  two  years  he  was 
chosen  speaker  of  the  house  by  a  very  large  vote. 

In  18-53,  ^f  the  age  of  twenty-nine,  he  was  elected 
a  member  of  Congress.  Without  taking  an  active 
part  in  debates,  he  was  faithful  and  laborious  in  duty, 
and  ever  rising  in  the  estimation  of  those  with  whom 
he  was  associatad. 

In  1837,  being  then  but  thirty-three  years  of  age, 
he  was  elected  to  the  Senate  of  the  United  States; 
taking  his  seat  just  as  Mr.  Van  Buren  commenced 
his  administration.  He  was  the  youngest  memberin 
the  Senate.  In  the  year  1834,  lie  married  Miss  Jane 
Means  Appleton,  a  lady  of  rare  beauty  and  accom- 
plishments, and  one  admirably  fitted  to  adorn  every 
station  with  wiiich  her  husband  was  honoied.    Of  the 
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three  sons  who  were  born  to  them,  all  now  sleep  with 
their  parents  in  the  grave. 

In  the  year  1838,  Mr.  Pierce,  with  growing  fame 
and  increasing  business  as  a  lawyer,  took  up  his 
residence  in  Concord,  the  capital  of  New  Hampshire. 
President  Polk,  upon  his  accession  to  office,  appointed 
Mr.  Pierce  attorney-general  of  the  United  States ;  but 
the  offer  was  declined,  in  consequence  of  numerous 
professional  engagements  at  home,  and  the  precariuos 
state  of  Mrs.  Pierce's  health.  He  also,  about  the 
same  time  declined  the  nomination  for  governor  by  the 
Democratic  party.  The  war  with  Mexico  called  Mr. 
Pierce  in  the  army.  Receiving  the  appointment  of 
brigadier-general,  he  embarked,  with  a  portion  of  his 
troops,  at  Newport,  R.  I.,  on  the  27th  of  May,  1847. 
He  took  an  important  part  in  this  war,  proving  him- 
self a  brave  and  true  soldier. 

When  Gen.  Pierce  reacTied  his  home  in  his  native 
State,  he  was  received  enthusiastically  by  the  advo- 
cates of  the  Mexican  war,  and  coldly  by  his  oppo- 
nents. He  resumed  the  practice  of  his  profession, 
very  frequently  taking  an  active  part  in  political  ques- 
tions, giving  his  cordial  support  to  the  pro-slavery 
wing  of  the  Democratic  party.  The  compromise 
measures  met  cordially  with  his  approval ;  and  he 
strenuously  advocated  the  enforcement  of  the  infa- 
mous fugitive-slave  law,  which  so  shocked  the  religious 
sensibilities  of  the  North.  He  thus  became  distin- 
guished as  a  "  Northern  man  with  Southern  principles.'' 
The  strong  partisans  of  slavery  in  the  South  conse- 
quently regarded  him  as  a  man  whom  they  could 
safely  trust  in  office  to  carry  out  their  plans. 

On  the  1 2th  of  June,  1852,  the  Democratic  conven- 
tion met  in  Baltimore  to  nominate  a  candidate  for  the 
Presidency.  For  four  days  they  continued  in  session, 
and  in  thirty-five  ballotings  no  one  had  obtained  a 
two-thirds  vote.  Not  a  vote  thus  far  had  been  thrown 
for  Gen.  Pierce.  Then  the  Virginia  delegation 
brought  forward  his  name.  There  were  fourteen 
more  ballotings,  during  which  Gen.  Pierce  constantly 
gained  strength,  until,  at  the  forty-ninth  ballot,  he 
received  two  hundred  and  eighty-two  votes,  and  all 
other  candidates  eleven.  Gen.  Winfield  Scott  was 
the  Whig  candidate.  Gen.  Pierce  was  chosen  with 
great  unanimity.  Only  four  States — Vermont,  Mas- 
sachusetts, Kentucky  and  Tennessee  —  cast  their 
electoral  votes  against  him  Gen.  Franklin  Pierce 
was  therefore  inaugurated  President  of  the  United 
States   on    the  4th  of  March,    1853. 


His  administration  proved  one  of  the  most  stormy  our 
country  had  ever  experienced.  The  controversy  be- 
tween slavery  and  freedom  was  then  approaching  its 
culminating  point.  It  became  evident  that  there  was 
an  "  irrepressible  conflict  "  between  them,  and  that 
this  Nation  could  not  long  exist  "  half  slave  and  half 
free."  President  Pierce,  during  the  whole  of  his  ad- 
ministration, did  every  thing  he  could  to  conciliate 
the  South  ;  but  it  was  all  in  vain.  The  conflict  every 
year  grew  more  violent,  and  threats  of  the  dissolution 
of  the  Union  were  borne  to  the  North  on  every  South- 
ern breeze. 

Such  was  the  condition  of  affairs  when  President 
Pierce  approached  the  close  of  his  four-years'  term 
of  office.  The  North  had  become  thoroughly  alien- 
ated from  him.  The  anti-slavery  sentiment,  goaded 
by  great  outrages,  had  been  rapidly  increasing;  all 
the  intellectual  ability  and  social  worth  of  President 
Pierce  were  forgotten  in  deep  reprehension  of  his  ad- 
ministrative acts.  The  slaveholders  of  the  South,  also, 
unmindful  of  the  fidelity  with  which  he  had  advo- 
cated those  measures  of  Government  which  they  ap- 
proved, and  perhaps,  also,  feeling  that  he  had 
rendered  himself  so  unpopular  as  no  longer  to  be 
able  acceptably  to  serve  them,  ungratefully  dropped 
him,  and  nominated  James  Buchanan  to  succeed  him. 

On  the  4th  of  March,  1857,  President  Pierce  re- 
tired to  his  home  in  Concord.  Of  three  children,  two 
had  died,  and  his  only  surviving  child  had  been 
killed  before  his  eyes  by  a  railroad  accident ;  and  his 
wife,  one  of  the  most  estimable  and  accomplished  of 
ladies,  was  rapidly  sinking  in  consumption.  The 
hour  of  dreadful  gloom  soon  came,  and  he  was  left 
alone  in  the  world,  without  wife  or  child. 

When  the  terrible  Rebellion  burst  forth,  which  di- 
vided our  country  into  two  parties,  and  two  only,  Mr. 
Pierce  remained  steadfast  in  the  principles  which  he 
had  always  cherished,  and  gave  his  sympathies  to 
that  pro-slavery  party  with  which  he  had  ever  been 
allied.  He  declined  to  do  anything,  either  by  voice 
or  pen,  to  strengthen  the  hand  of  the  National  Gov- 
ernment. He  continued  to  reside  in  Concord  until 
the  time  of  his  death,  which  occurred  in  October, 
1869.  He  was  one  of  the  most  genial  and  social  of 
men,  an  honored  communicant  of  the  Episcopal 
Church,  and  one  of  the  kindest  of  neighbors.  Gen- 
erous to  a  fault,  he  contributed  liberally  for  the  al- 
leviation of  suffering  and  want,  and  many  of  his  towns- 
people were  often  gladened  by  his   material   bounty. 
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AMES  BUCHANAN,  the  fif- 
teenth President  of  the  United 
States,  was  born  in  a  small 
frontier  town,  at  the  foot  of  the 
eastern  ridge  of  the  AUegha- 
nies,  in  Franklin  Co.,  Penn.,  on 
the  23d  of  April,  i79t.  The  place 
where  the  humble  cabin  of  his 
father  stood  was  called  Stony 
Ratter.  It  was  a  wild  and  ro- 
mantic six)t  in  a  gorge  of  the  moun- 
tains, with  towering  summits  rising 
grandly  all  around.  His  father 
was  a  native  of  the  north  of  Ireland ; 
a  ix)or  man,  who  had  emigrated  in 
1783,  with  little  property  save  his 
own  strong  arms.  Five  years  afterwards  he  married 
Elizabeth  Spear,  the  daughter  of  a  respectable  farmer, 
and,  with  his  young  bride,  plunged  into  the  wilder- 
ness, staked  his  claim,  reared  his  log-hut,  opened  a 
clearing  with  his  axe,  and  settled  down  there  to  per- 
form his  obscure  part  in  the  drama  of  life.  In  this  se- 
cluded home,  where  James  was  born,  he  remained 
for  eight  years,  enjoying  but  few  social  or  intellectual 
advantages.  When  James  was  eight  years  of  age,  his 
father  removed  to  the  village  of  Mercersburg,  where 
his  son  was  placed  at  school,  and  commenced  a 
course  of  study  in  English,  Latin  and  Greek.  His 
progress  was  rapid,  and  at  the  age  of  fourteen,  he 
entered  Dickinson  College,  at  Carlisle.  Here  he  de- 
veloped remarkable  talent,  and  took  his  stand  among 
the  first  scholars  in  the  institution.  His  application 
to  study  was  intense,  and  yet  his  native  powers    en- 


abled  liim  to  master  the  most  abstruse   sulijects  with 
facility. 

In  the  year  1809,  he  graduated  with  the  highest 
honors  of  his  class.  He  was  then  eighteen  years  of 
age;  tall  and  graceful,  vigorous  in  jiealtli,  fond  of 
athletic  sport,  an  unerring  shot,  and  enlivened  with 
an  exuberant  flow  of  animal  spirits.  He  immediately 
commenced  the  study  of  law  in  the  city  of  Lancaster, 
and  was  admitted  to  the  bar  in  1812,  when  he  was 
but  twenty-one  years  of  age.  Very  rapidly  he  rose 
in  his  profession,  and  at  once  took  undisputed  stand 
with  the  ablest  lawyers  of  the  State.  When  but 
twenty-six  years  of  age,  unaided  by  counsel,  he  suc- 
cessfully defended  before  the  State  Senate  01  e  of  the 
judges  of  tlie  State,  who  was  tried  ui)on  articles  of 
impeachment.  .At  the  age  of  thirty  it  was  generally 
admitted  that  he  stood  at  the  head  of  the  l)ar;  and 
there  was  no  lawyer  in  the  State  who  liad  a  more  lu- 
crative practice. 

In  1820,  he  reluctantly  consented  to  run  as  a 
candidate  for  Congress.  He  was  elected,  and  for 
ten  years  he  remained  a  member  of  the  Lower  House. 
Daring  the  vacations  of  Congress,  he  occasionally 
tried  some  important  case.  In  1831,  he  retired 
altogether  from  the  toils  of  his  i)rofession,  having  ac- 
iiuired  an  ample  fortune. 

(len.  Jackson,  \\\^\\  his  elevation  to  1  lie  Presidency, 
apjxjinted  Mr.  Buchanan  minister  to  Russia.  The 
duties  of  his  mission  he  performed  with  ability,  which 
gave  satisfaction  to  all  parties.  Upon  his  return,  in 
1833,  he  was  elected  to  a  seat  in  the  United  States 
Senate.  He  there  met,  as  his  associates,  Webster, 
Clay,  Wright  and  Calhoun.  He  advocated  the  meas- 
ures proposed  by  President  J.ackson,  of  making  repri- 
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sals  against  France,  to  enforce  the  payment  of  our 
claims  against  that  country  ;  and  defended  the  course 
of  the  President  in  his  unprecedented  and  wliolesale 
removal  from  office  of  those  who  were  not  tlie  sup- 
porters of  liis  administration.  Ui)on  tliis  (luestion  he 
was  brought  into  direct  collision  with  Henry  Clay. 
He  also,  with  voice  and  vote,  advocated  expunging 
from  the  journal  of  the  Senate  the  vote  of  censure 
against  Clen.  Jackson  for  removing  the  dei)Osits. 
Earnestly  he  opposed  the  abolition  of  slavery  in  the 
District  of  Columbia,  and  urged  tlie  prohibition  of  the 
circulation  of  anti-slavery  documents  by  the  United 
States  mails. 

As  to  petitions  on  the  subject  of  slavery,  he  advo- 
cated that  they  should  be  respectfully  received;  and 
that  the  reply  should  be  returned,  that  Congress  had 
no  ix)wer  to  legislate  upon  the  subject.  "  Congress," 
said  he,  "  might  as  well  undertake  to  interfere  with 
slavery  under  a  foreign  government  as  in  any  of  the 
States  where  it  now  exists." 

Upon  Mr.  Polk's  accession  to  the  Presidency,  Mr. 
Buchanan  became  Secretary  of  State,  and  as  such, 
took  his  share  of  the  responsibility  in  the  conduct  of 
the  Mexican  War.  Mr.  Polk  assumed  that  crossing 
the  Nueces  by  the  American  troops  into  the  disputed 
territory  was  not  wrong,  but  for  the  Mexicans  to  cross 
the  Rio  Grande  into  that  territory  was  a  declaration 
of  war.  No  candid  man  can  read  with  pleasure  the 
account  of  the  course  our  Government  pursued  in  that 
movement 

Mr.  Buchanan  identified  himself  thoroughly  with 
the  party  devoted  to  the  pi^rpetuation  and  extension 
of  slavery,  and  brouglit  all  the  energies  of  his  mind 
to  bear  against  the  Wilmot  Proviso.  He  gave  his 
cordial  approval  to  the  compromise  measures  of  1050, 
which  included  the  fugitive-slave  law.  Mr.  Pierce, 
upon  his  election  to  the  Presidency,  honored  Mr. 
Buchanan  with  the  mission  to  Rtlgland. 

In  the  year  1856,  a  national  Democratic  conven- 
tion nominated  Mr.  Buchanan  for  the  Presidency.  The 
political  conflict  was  one  of  the  most  severe  in  which 
o.ir  country  has  ever  engaged.  All  the  friends  of 
slavery  were  on  one  side;  all  the  advocates  of  its  re- 
striction and  final  abolition,  on  the  other.  Mr.  Fre- 
mont, the  candidate  of  the  enemies  of  slavery,  re- 
reived  114  electoral  votes.  Mr.  Buchanan  received 
174,  and  was  elected.  The  popidar  vote  stood 
1,340,618,  for  Fremont,  1,224,750  for  Buchanan.  On 
March   4th,    1857,  Mr.  Buchanan  was  inaugurated. 

Mr.  Buchanan  was  far  advanced  in  life.  Only  four 
years  were  wanting  to  fill  up  his  threescore  years  and 
ten.  His  own  friends,  those  with  whom  he  had  been 
allied  in  political  principles  and  action  for  years,  were 
seeking  the  destruction  of  the  Government,  that  they 
might  rear  upon  the  ruins  of  our  free  institutions  a 
nation  whose  corner-stone  should  be  human  slavery. 
[n  this  emergency,  Mr.  Buchanan  was  hopelessly  be- 
wldered      He  could  not,  with  his  long-avowed  prin- 
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ciples,  consistently  oppose  the  State-rights  party  in 
their  assumptions.  As  President  of  the  United  States, 
bound  by  his  oath  faithfully  to  administer  the  laws., 
he  could  not,  without  perjury  of  tlie  grossest  kind, 
unite  with  tliose  endeavoring  to  overthrow  the  repub- 
lic.    He  therefore  did  nothing. 

The  opixjnents  of  Mr.  Buchanan's  administration 
nominated  Abraham  Lincoln  as  their  standard  bearer 
in  the  next  Presidential  canvass.  The  pro-slavery 
party  declared,  that  if  he  were  elected,  and  the  con- 
trol of  the  Government  were  thus  taken  from  their 
liands,  they  would  secede  from  the  Union,  taking 
with  them,  as  they  retired,  the  National  Capitol  at 
Washington,  and  the  lion's  share  of  the  territory  of 
the  United  States. 

Mr.  Buchanan's  sympathy  with  the  pro-slavery 
party  was  such,  that  he  had  been  willing  to  offer  them 
far  more  than  they  had  ventured  to  claim.  All  the 
South  had  professed  to  ask  of  the  North  was  non- 
intervention upon  the  subject  of  slavery.  Mr.  Bu- 
chanan had  been  ready  to  offer  them  the  active  co- 
operation of  the  Government  to  defend  and  extend 
the  institution. 

As  the  storm  increased  in  violence,  the  slaveholders 
claiming  the  right  to  secede,  and  Mr.  Buchanan  avow- 
ing that  Congress  had  no  power  to  prevent  it,  one  of 
the  most  pitiable  exhibitions  of  governmental  im- 
becility was  e-xhibited  the  world  has  ever  seen.  He 
declared  that  Congress  had  no  power  to  enforce  its 
laws  in  any  State  which  had  withdrawn,  or  which 
was  attempting  to  withdraw  from  the  Union.  This 
was  not  the  doctrine  of  Andrew  Jackson,  when,  with 
his  hand  upon  his  sword-hilt,  he  exclaimed,  "  The 
Union  must  and  shall  be  preserved!" 

South  Carolina  seceded  in  December,  i860;  nearly 
three  months  before  the  inauguration  of  President 
Lincoln.  Mr.  Buchanan  looked  on  in  listless  despair. 
The  rebel  flag  was  raised  in  Charleston:  Fort  Sumpter 
was  besieged;  our  forts,  navy-yards  and  arsenals 
were  seized  ;  our  depots  of  military  stores  were  plun- 
dered ;  and  our  custom-houses  and  post-offices  were 
appropriated  by  the  rebels. 

The  energy  of  the  rebels,  and  the  imbecility  of  our 
Executive,  were  alike  marvelous.  The  Nation  looked 
on  in  agony,  waiting  for  the  slow  weeks  to  glide  away, 
and  close  the  administration,  so  terrible  in  its  weak- 
ness At  length  the  long-looked-for  hour  of  deliver- 
ance came,  when  Abraham  Lincoln  was  to  receive  the 
scepter. 

The  administration  of  President  Buchanan  was 
certainly  the  most  calamitous  our  country  has  ex- 
perienced. His  best  friends  cannot  recall  it  with 
pleasure.  And  still  more  deplorable  it  is  for  his  fame, 
that  in  that  dreadful  conflict  which  rolled  its  billows 
of  flame  and  blood  over  our  whole  land,  no  word  came 
from  his  lips  to  indicate  his  wish  that  our  country's 
banner  should  triumph  over  the  flag  of  the  rebellion. 
He  died  at  his  Wheatland   retreat,    June    i,    1868. 
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BRVHAM  LINCOLN,  the 
sixteenth  President  of  tlie 
>United  States,  was  bom  in 
Hardin  Co.,  Ky.,  Feb.  12, 
1 809.  About  the  year  1 7  So,  a 
mm  liy  the  name  of  .\braham 
Lnicohi  left  Virginia  with  his 
f  imily  and  moved  into  the  then 
wildsof  Kentucky.  Only  two  years 
after  tins  emigration,  still  a  young 
man,  while  working  one  day  in  a 
held,  was  stealthily  approached  by 
an  Indian  and  shot  dead.  His  widow 
was  left  in  extreme  poverty  with  five 
little  children,  three  boys  and  two 
girls.  Thomas,  the  youngest  of  the 
boys,  was  four  years  of  age  at  his 
father's  death.  This  Thomas  was 
the  father  of  Abraham  Lincoln,  the 
President  of  the  United  .States 
whose  name  must  henceforth  fcever  be  enrolled 
with  the  m<3st  prominent  in  the  annals  of  our  world. 
Of  course  no  record  has  been  kept  of  the  life 
of  one  so  lowly  as  Thomas  Lincoln.  He  was  among 
the  poorest  of  the  iwor.  His  home  was  a  wretched 
log-cabin;  his  food  the  coarsest  and  the  meanest. 
Education  he  had  none;  he  could  never  either  read 
or  write.  As  soon  as  he  was  able  to  do  anything  for 
himself,  he  was  compelled  to  leave  the  cal)in  of  his 
starving  mother,  and  push  out  into  the  world,  a  friend- 
less, wandering  boy,  seeking  work.  He  hired  him- 
self out,  and  thus  spent  the  whole  of  his  youth  as  a 
laborer  in  the  fields  of  others. 

When  twenty-eight  years  of  age  he  built  a  log- 
cabin  of  his  own,  and  married  Nancy  Hanks,  the 
daughter  of  anotlier  family  of  poor  Kentucky  emi- 
grants, who  had  also  come  from  Virginia.  Their 
second  cliild  was  .Mjraham  Lincoln,  the  subject  of 
this  sketch.  The  mother  of  Abraham  was  a  noble 
woman,  gentle,  loving,  pensive,  created  to  adorn 
a  palace,  doomed  to  toil  and  pine,  and  die  in  a  hovel. 
"All  that  I  am,  or  hope  to  be,"  exclaims  the  grate- 
ful son  "  I  owe  to  my  angel-mother. 

When  he  was  eight  years  of  age,  his  father  sold  his 


cabin  and  small  farm,  and  moved  to  Indiana.  Wiiere 
two  years  later  his  mother  dieil. 

Abraham  soon  became  the  scribe  of  the  uneducated 
community  around  him.  He  could  not  have  had  a 
better  school  than  this  to  teach  him  to  i)ut  thoughts 
into  words.  He  also  liecame  an  eager  reader.  The 
l)Ooks  he  could  obtain  were  few;  liut  these  he  read 
and  re-read  until  they  were  almost  committed  lo 
memory. 

As  the  years  rolled  on,  tiie  lot  of  this  lowly  family 
was  the  usual  lot  of  humanity.  Thi-re  weie  joys  and 
griefs,  weddings  and  funerals.  Abraham's  sister 
Sarah,  to  whom  he  was  tenderly  attached,  was  mar- 
ried wiien  a  child  of  but  fourteen  years  of  age,  and 
soon  died.  The  family  was  gradually  scattered.  Mr. 
Thomas  Lincoln  sold  out  his  sijuatter's  claim  in  1830, 
and  emigrated  to  Macon  Co.,   111. 

.Miraham  Lincoln  was  then  twenty-one  years  of  age. 
With  vigorous  hands  he  aided  his  father  in  rearing 
another  log-cabin.  Abraham  worked  diligently  at  this 
until  he  saw  the  family  comfortably  settled,  and  their 
small  lot  of  enclosed  prairie  (jlanted  with  corn,  when 
he  announced  to  his  father  his  intention  to  leave 
home,  and  to  go  out  into  the  world  and  seek  his  for- 
tune. Little  did  he  or  his  friends  imagine  how  bril- 
liant that  fortune  was  to  be.  He  saw  the  value  of 
education  and  was  intensely  earnest  to  improve  his 
mind  to  the  utmost  of  his  jxjwer.  He  saw  the  ruin 
which  ardent  s[)irits  were  causing,  and  became 
strictly  temperate;  refusing  to  allow  a  drop  of  ii  inxi- 
cating  liquor  to  pass  his  lips.  And  he  had  read  in 
Ciod's  word,  "  Thou  shall  not  take  the  name  of  the 
Lord  thy  CJod  in  vain  ;"  and  a  profane  expression  he 
was  never  heard  to  utter.  Religion  he  revered.  His 
morals  were  !)ure,  and  he  was  uncontaminated  by  a 
single  vice. 

^'oung  Abraham  woikcd  for  a  time  as  a  hired  latorer 
among  the  farmers.  Then  he  went  to  Springfield, 
where  he  was  employed  in  building  a  large  flat-boat. 
In  this  he  took  a  herd  of  swine,  floated  them  down 
the  Sangamon  to  the  Illinois,  and  thence  by  the  Mis- 
sissippi to  New  Orleans.  Whatever  Abraham  Lin- 
coln undertook,  he  performed  so  faithfully  as  to  givc 
great  satisfaction  to  his  employers.      In  this  advcn- 
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ture  his  employers  were  so  well  pleased,  that  uix)n 
his  return  they  placed  a  store  aad  aiill  under  his  care. 

In  1832,  at  the  outbreak  of  the  Black  Hawk  war,  he 
enlisted  and  was  chosen  captain  of  a  company.  He 
returned  to  Sangamon  County,  and  although  only  23 
years  of  age,  was  a  candidate  for  the  Legislature,  but 
was  defeated.  He  soon  after  received  from  Andrew 
Jackson  the  appointmentof  Postmaster  of  New  Salem, 
His  only  post-office  was  his  hat.  All  the  letters  he 
received  he  carried  there  ready  to  deliver  to  those 
he  chanced  to  meet.  He  studied  surveying,  and  soon 
made  this  his  business.  In  1834  he  again  became  a 
candidate  for  the  Legislature,  and  was  elected  Mr. 
Stuart,  of  Springheld,  advised  him  to  study  law.  He 
walked  from  New  Salem  to  Springfield,  borrowed  of 
Mr.  Stuart  a  load  of  book;;,  carried  tliem  back  and 
began  his  legal  studies.  When  tlie  Legislature  as- 
sembled he  trudged  on  foot  with  his  pack  on  his  back 
one  hundred  miles  to  Vandalia,  then  the  capital.  In 
1836  he  was  re-elected  to  tlie  Legislature.  Here  it 
was  he  first  met  Stephen  A.  Douglas.  In  1839  he  re- 
moved to  Springfield  and  began  the  practice  of  law. 
His  success  with  the  jury  was  so  great  that  he  was 
soon  engaged  in  almost  every  noted  case  in  the  circuit. 

In  1854  the  great  discussion  began  between  Mr. 
Lincoln  and  Mr.  Douglas,  on  the  slavery  question. 
In  the  organization  of  the  Republican  party  in  Illinois, 
in  1856,  he  took  an  active  part,  and  at  once  became 
one  of  the  leaders  in  that  party.  Mr._  Lincoln's 
speeches  in  opposition  to  Senator  Douglas  in  the  con- 
test in  1858  for  a  seat  in  the  Senate,  form  a  most 
notable  part  of  his  history.  The  issue  was  on  the 
slavery  question,  and  he  took  the  broad  ground  of 
.he  Declaration  of  Independence,  that  all  men  are 
created  equal.  Mr.  Lincoln  was  defeated  in  this  con- 
test, but  won  a  far  higher   prize. 

The  great  Republican  Convention  met  at  Chicago 
on  the  i6th  of  June,  i860.  The  delegates  and 
strangers  who  crowded  the  city  amounted  to  twenty- 
five  thousand.  An  immense  building  called  "The 
Wigwam,"  was  reared  to  accommodate  the  Conven- 
tion. There  were  eleven  candidates  for  whom  votes 
were  thrown.  William  H  Seward,  a  man  whose  fame 
as  a  statesman  had  long  filled  the  land,  was  tlie  most 
oroniinent.  It  was  generally  supposed  he  would  be 
the  nominee.  Abraham  Lincoln,  however,  received 
the  nomination  on  the  third  ballot.  Little  did  he  then 
dream  of  the  weary  years  of  toil  and  care,  and  the 
bloody  death,  to  which  tliat  nomination  doomed  him : 
and  as  little  did  he  dream  that  he  was  to  render  services 
to  his  country,  which  would  fi.x  upon  him  the  eyes  of 
the  whole  civilized  world,  and  which  would  give  him 
aplaceinthe  affections  of  his  countrymen,  second 
only,  if  second,  to  that  of  Washington. 

Election  day  came  and  Mr.  Lincoln  received  180 
electoral  votes  out  of  203  cast,  and  was,  therefore, 
constitutionally  elected  President  of  the  United  States. 
The  tirade  of  abuse  that  was  poured  upon   this    good 


and  merciful  man,  especially  by  the  slaveholders,  was 
greater  than  upon  any  other  man  ever  elected  to  this 
high  position.  In  February,  1861,  Mr.  Lincoln  started 
for  Washington,  stopping  in  all  the  large  cities  on  his 
way  making  speeches.  The  whole  journey  was  frought 
with  much  danger.  Many  of  the  Southern  States  had 
already  seceded,  and  several  attempts  at  assassination 
were  afterwards  brought  to  light.  .\  gang  in  Balti- 
more had  arranged,  upon  his  arrival  to"  get  up  a  row," 
and  in  the  confusion  to  make  sure  of  his  death  with 
revolvers  and  hand-grenades.  A  detective  unravelled 
the  plot.  .\  secret  and  special  train  was  provided  to 
take  him  from  HarrisL'urg,  through  Baltimore,  at  an 
unexpected  hour  of  tlie  night.  The  train  started  at 
half-past  ten  ;  and  to  prevent  any  possible  communi- 
cation on  the  [jart  ot  the  Secessionists  with  their  Con- 
federate gang  in  Baltimore,  as  soon  as  the  train  had 
started  the  telegraph-wires  were  cut.  Mr.  Lincoln 
reached  Washington  in  safety  and  was  inaugurated, 
although  great  anxiety  was  felt  by  all  loyal  people. 
In  the  selection  of  his  cabinet  Mr.  Lincoln  gave 
to  Mr  Seward  the  Department  of  State,  and  to  other 
prominent  opponents  before  the  convention  he  gave 
important  positions. 

During  no  other  administration  have  the  duties 
devolving  upon  the  President  been  so  manifold,  and 
the  responsibilities  so  great,  as  those  which  fell  to 
the  lot  of  President  Lincoln.  Knowing  this,  and 
feeling  his  own  weakness  and  inability  to  meet,  and  in 
his  own  strength  to  cope  with,  the  difficulties,  he 
learned  early  to  seek  Divine  wisdom  and  guidance  in 
determining  his  plans,  and  Divine  comfort  in  all  his 
trials,  bo*h  personal  and  national.  Contrary  to  his 
own  estimate  of  himself,  Mr.  Lincoln  was  one  of  the 
most  courageous  of  men.  He  went  directly  into  the 
rebel  capital  just  as  the  retreating  foe  was  leaving, 
with  no  guard  but  a  few  sailors.  From  the  time  he 
had  left  Springfield,  in  1861,  however,  plans  had  been 
made  for  his  assassination, and  he  at  last  fell  a  victim 
to  one  of  them.  April  14,  1865,  he,  with  Gen.  Grant, 
was  urgently  invited  to  attend  Fords'  Theater.  It 
was  announced  that  they  would  be  present.  Gen. 
Grant,  however,  left  the  city.  President  Lincoln,  feel- 
ing, witn  his  characteristic  kindliness  of  heart,  that 
it  would  be  a  disapix)intment  if  he  should  fail  them, 
very  reltittantly  consented  to  go.  While  listening  to 
the  play  an  actor  by  the  name  of  John  Wilkes  Booth 
entered  the  box  where  tlie  President  and  family  were 
seated,  and  fired  a  bullet  into  his  brains.  He  died  the 
next  morning  at  seven  o'clock. 

Never  before,  in  the  history  of  the  world  was  a  nation 
plunged  into  such  deep  grief  by  the  death  of  its  ruler. 
Strong  men  met  in  the  streets  and  wept  in  speechless 
anguish.  It  is  not  too  much  to  say  that  a  nation  was 
in  tears.  His  was  a  life  which  will  fitly  become  a 
model.  His  name  as  the  savior  of  his  country  will 
live  with  that  of  Washington's,  its  father;  hiscountry- 
men  being  unable  to  decide  which  is  the  greater. 
„ ■» 
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NDREW  JOHNSON,  seven- 
teenth President  of  the  United 
States.  The  early  life  of 
Andrew  Johnson  contains  but 
the  record  of  poverty,  destitu- 
tion and  friendlessness.  He 
was  born  December  29,  1808, 
in  Raleigh,  N.  C.  His  parents, 
belonging  to  the  class  of  the 
"poor  whites  "  of  the  South,  were 
in  such  circumstances,  that  they 
could  not  confer  even  the  slight- 
est advantages  of  education  upon 
their  child.  When  Andrew  was  five 
years  of  age,  his  father  accidentally 
lost  his  life  while  herorically  endeavoring  to  save  a 
friend  from  drowning.  Until  ten  years  of  age,  Andrew 
was  a  ragged  boy  about  the  streets,  supported  by  the 
labor  of  his  mother,  who  obtained  her  living  witli 
her  own  hands. 

He  then,  having  never  attended  a  school  one  day, 
and  being  unable  either  to  read  or  write,  was  ap- 
prenticed to  a  tailor  in  his  native  town.  A  gentleman 
was  in  the  habit  of  going  to  the  tailor's  shop  occasion- 
ally, and  reading  to  the  boys  at  work  there.  He  often 
read  from  the  speeches  of  distinguished  British  states- 
men. Andrew,  who  was  endowed  with  a  mind  of  more 
than  ordinary  native  ability,  became  much  interested 
in  these  speeches ;  his  ambition  was  roused,  and  he 
was  inspired  with  a  strong  desire  to  learn  to  read. 

He  accordingly  applied  himself  to  the  alphabet,  and 
with  the  assistance  of  some  of  his  fellow-workmen, 
learned  his  letters.  He  then  called  upon  the  gentle- 
man to  borrow  the  book  of  speeches.      The  owner. 


pleased  with  his  zeal,  not  only  gave  him  the  book^ 
but  assisted  him  in  learning  to  combine  the  letters 
into  words.  Under  such  difficulties  he  pressed  on- 
ward laboriously,  spending  usually  ten  or  twelve  hours 
at  work  in  the  shop,  and  then  robbing  himself  of  rest 
and  recreation  to  devote  such  time  as  he  tould  to 
reading. 

He  went  to  Tennessee  in  1826,  and  located  at 
Greenville,  where  he  married  a  young  lady  who  pos- 
sessed  some  education.  Under  her  instructions  he 
learned  to  write  and  cipher.  He  became  prominent 
in  the  village  debating  society,  and  a  favorite  with 
the  students  of  Greenville  College.  In  1828,  he  or- 
ganized a  working  man's  party,  which  elected  him 
alderman,  and  in  1830  elected  him  mayor,  which 
position  he  held  three  years. 

He  now  began  to  take  a  lively  interest  in  political 
affairs ;  identifying  himself  with  the  working-classes, 
to  which  he  belonged.  In  1835,  he  was  elected  a 
member  of  the  House  of  Representatives  of  Tennes- 
see. He  was  then  just  twenty-seven  years  of  age. 
He  became  a  very  active  member  of  the  legislature, 
gave  his  adhesion  to  the  Democratic  party,  and  in 
1840  "stumped  the  State,"  advocating  Martin  Van 
Buren's  claims  to  the  Presidency,  in  opposition  to  those 
of  Gen.  Harrison.  In  this  campaign  he  acquired  much 
readiness  as  a  speaker,  and  extended  and  increased 
his  reputation. 

In  1841,  he  was  elected  State  Senator;  in  1843,  he 
was  elected  a  member  of  Congress,  and  by  successive 
elections,  held  that  important  post  for  ten  years.  In 
1853,  he  was  elected  Governor  of  Tennessee,  and 
was  re-elected  in  1855.  In  all  these  re si)on si ble  posi- 
tions, he  discharged  his  duties  with  distinguished  abii- 
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ity,  and  proved  himself  the  warm  friend  of  the  work- 
ing classes.  In  1857,  Mr.  Johnson  was  elected 
United  States  Senator. 

Years  before,  in  1845,  he  had  warmly  advocated 
the  annexation  of  Texas,  stating  however,  as  his 
reason,  that  he  thought  this  annexation  would  prob- 
ably prove  "  to  be  the  gateway  out  of  which  the  sable 
sons  of  Africa  are  to  pass  from  bondage  to  freedom, 
and  become  merged  in  a  population  congenial  to 
themselves."  In  1850,  he  also  supported  the  com- 
promise measures,  the  two  essential  features  of  which 
were,  that  the  white  people  of  the  Territories  should 
be  permitted  to  decide  for  themselves  whether  they 
would  enslave  the  colored  people  or  not,  and  that 
the  free  States  of  the  North  should  return  to  the 
South  persons  who  attempted  to  escape  from  slavery. 

Mr.  Johnson  was  never  ashamed  of  his  lowly  origin: 
on  the  contrary,  he  often  took  pride  in  avowing  that 
he  owed  his  distinction  to  his  own  exertions.  "Sir,'" 
said  he  on  the  floor  of  the  Senate,  "  I  do  not  forget 
that  I  am  a  mechanic  ;  neither  do  I  forget  that  Adam 
was  a  tailor  and  sewed  fig-leaves,  and  that  our  Sav- 
ior was  the  son  of  a  carpenter." 

In  the  Charleston-Baltimore  convention  of  iSoj,  ne 
was  the  choice  of  the  Tennessee  Democrats  for  the 
Presidency.  In  1861,  when  the  purpose  of  the  South- 
2rn  Democracy  became  apparent,  he  took  a  decided 
stand  in  favor  of  the  Union,  and  held  that  "  slavery 
must  be  held  subordinate  to  the  Union  at  whatever 
cost."  He  returned  to  Tennessee,  and  repeatedly 
imperiled  his  own  life  to  protect  the  Unionists  of 
Tennesee.  Tennessee  having  seceded  from  the 
Union,  President  Lincoln,  on  March  4th,  1862,  ap- 
pointed him  Military  Governor  of  the  State,  and  he 
established  the  most  stringent  military  rule.  His 
numerous  proclamations  attracted  wide  attention.    In 

1864,  he  was  elected  Vice-President  of  the  United 
States,  and  upon  the  death  of  Mr.  Lincoln,  April   15, 

1865,  became  President.  In  a  speech  two  days  later 
he  said,  "  The  American  people  must  be  taught,  if 
they  do  not  already  feel,  that  treason  is  a  crime  and 
must  be  punished ;  that  the  Government  will  not 
always  bear  with  its  enemies ;  that  it  is  strong  not 
only  to  protect,  but  to  punish.  *  *  The  people 
must  understand  that  it  (treason)  is  the  blackest  of 
crimes,  and  will  surely  be  punished."  Yet  his  whole 
administration,  the  history  of  which  is  so  well  known, 
was  in  utter  inconsistency  with,  and  the  most  violent 


opposition  to,  the  principles  laid  down  in  that  speech. 

In  his  loose  policy  of  reconstruction  and  general 
amnesty,  he  was  opposed  by  Congress;  and  he  char- 
acterized Congress  as  a  new  rebellion,  and  lawlessly 
defied  it,  in  everything  possible,  to  the  utmost.  In 
the  beginning  of  1868,  on  account  of  "high  crimes 
and  misdemeanors,"  the  principal  of  which  was  the 
removal  of  Secretary  Stanton,  in  violation  of  the  Ten- 
ure of  Ofiice  Act,  articles  of  impeachment  were  pre- 
ferred against  him,  and  the   trial   began    March   23. 

It  was  very  tedious,  continuing  for  nearly  three 
months.  A  test  article  of  the  impeachment  was  at 
length  submitted  to  the  court  for  its  action.  It  was 
certain  that  as  the  court  voted  upon  that  article  so 
would  it  vote  upon  all.  Thirty-four  voices  pronounced 
the  President  guilty.  As  a  two-thirds  vote  was  neces- 
sary to  his  condemnation,  he  was  pronounced  ac- 
quitted, notwithstanding  the  great  majority  against 
him.  The  change  of  one  vote  from  the  not  guilty 
side  would  have  sustained  the  impeachment. 

The  President,  for  the  remainder  of  his  term,  was 
but  little  regarded.  He  continued,  though  impotently, 
his  conflict  with  Congress.  His  own  party  did  not 
think  it  expedient  to  renominate  him  for  the  Presi- 
dency. The  Nation  rallied,  with  enthusiasm  unpar- 
alleled since  the  days  of  Washington,  around  the  name 
of  Gen.  Grant.  Andrew  Johnson  was  forgotten. 
The  bullet  of  the  assassin  introduced  him  to  the 
President's  chair.  Notwithstanding  this,  never  was 
there  presented  to  a  man  a  better  opportunity  to  im- 
mortalize his  name,  and  to  win  the  gratitude  of  a 
nation.  He  failed  utterly.  He  retired  to  his  home 
in  Greenville,  Tenn.,  taking  no  very  active  part  in 
politics  until  1875.  On  Jan.  26,  after  an  exciting 
struggle,  he  was  chosen  by  the  Legislature  of  Ten- 
nessee, United  States  Senator  in  the  forty-fourth  Con- 
gress, and  took  his  seat  in  that  body,  at  the  special 
session  convened  by  President  Grant,  on  the  5th  of 
March.  On  the  27th  of  July,  1875,  the  ex-President 
made  a  visit  to  his  daughter's  home,  near  Carter 
Station,  Tenn.  When  he  started  on  his  journey,  he  was 
apparently  in  his  usual  vigorous  health,  but  on  reach- 
ing the  residence  of  his  child  the  following  day,  was 
stricken  with  paralysis,  rendering  him  unconscious. 
He  rallied  occasionally,  but  finally  passed  away  at 
2  A.M.,  July  31,  aged  sixty-seven  years.  His  fun- 
eral was  attended  at  Geenville,  on  the  3d  of  August, 
with  every  demonstration  of  respect. 
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EIGHTEENTH  PRESIDENT. 


LYSSES  S.  GRANT,  the 
eighteenth  President  of  the 
^United  States,  was  born  on 
tlie  29th  of  April,  1822,  of 
Christian  parents,  in  a  humble 
'  home,  at  Point  Pleasant,  on  the 
banks  of  the  Ohio.  Shortly  after 
his  father  moved  to  George- 
town, Brown  Co.,  O.  In  this  re- 
mote frontier  hamlet,  Ulysses 
received  a  common-school  edu- 
cation. At  the  age  of  seven- 
teen, in  the  year  1839,  he  entered 
the  Military  Academy  at  West 
I  Point.  Here  he  was  regarded  as  a 
solid,  sensible  young  man  of  fair  abilities,  and  of 
sturdy,  honest  character.  He  took  respectable  rank 
as  a  scholar.  In  June,  1843,  he  graduated,  about  the 
middle  in  his  class,  and  was  sent  as  lieutenant  of  in- 
fantry to  one  of  the  distant  military  posts  in  the  Mis- 
souri Territory.  Two  years  he  past  in  these  dreary 
solitudes,  watching  the  vagabond  and  exasperating 
Indians. 

The  war  with  Mexico  came.  Lieut.  Grant  was 
sent  with  his  regiment  to  Corpus  Christi.  His  first 
battle  was  at  Palo  Alto.  There  was  no  chance  here 
for  the  exhibition  of  either  skill  or  heroism,  nor  at 
Resaca  de  la  Palma,  his  second  battle.  At  the  battle 
of  Monterey,  his  third  engagement,  it  is  said  that 
he  performed  a  signal  service  of  daring  and  skillful 
horsemanship.  His  brigade  had  exhausted  its  am- 
munition. A  messenger  must  be  sent  for  more,  along 
a  route  exposed  to  the  bullets  of  the  foe.  Lieut. 
Grant,  adopting  an  expedient  learned  of  the  Indians, 
grasped  the  mane  of  his  horse,  and  hanging  upon  one 
side  of  the  anir^al,  ran  the   gauntlet  in  entire  safety. 


From  Monterey  he  was  sent,with  the  fourth  infantry, 
to  aid  Gen.  Scott,  at  the  siege  of  Vera  Cruz.  In 
preparation  for  the  march  to  the  city  of  Mexico,  he 
was  appointed  quartermaster  of  his  regiment.  At  the 
battle  of  Molino  del  Key,  he  was  promoted  to  a 
first  lieutenancy,  and  was  brevetted  captain  at  Cha- 
pultepec. 

At  the  close  of  the  Mexican  War,  Capt.  Grant  re- 
turned with  his  regiment  to  New  York,  and  was  again 
sent  to  one  of  the  military  posts  on  the  frontier.  The 
discovery  of  gold  in  California  causing  an  immense 
tide  of  emigration  to  flow  to  the  Pacific  shores,  Capt. 
Grant  was  sent  with  a  battalion  to  Fort  Dallas,  in 
Oregon,  for  the  protection  of  the  interests  of  the  im- 
migrants. Life  was  wearisome  in  those  wilds.  Capt. 
Grant  resigned  his  commission  and  returned  to  the 
States;  and  having  married,  entered  upon  tlie  cultiva- 
tion of  a  small  farm  near  St.  Louis,  Mo.  He  had  but 
little  skill  as  a  farmer.  Finding  his  toil  not  re- 
munerative, he  turned  to  mercantile  life,  entering  into 
the  leather  business,  with  a  younger  brother,  at  Ga- 
lena, 111.  This  was  in  the  year  i860.  As  the  tidings 
of  the  rebels  firing  on  Fort  Sumpter  reached  the  ears 
of  Capt.  Grant  in  his  counting-room,  he  said, — 
"  Uncle  Sam  has  educated  me  for  the  army ;  though 
I  have  served  him  through  one  war,  I  do  not  feel  that 
I  have  yet  repaid  the  debt.  I  am  still  ready  to  discharge 
my  obligations.  I  shall  therefore  buckle  on  my  sword 
and  see  Uncle  Sam  through  this  war  too." 

He  went  into  the  streets,  raised  a  company  of  vol- 
unteers, and  led  them  as  their  captain  to  Springfield, 
the  capital  of  the  State,  wjiere  their  services  were 
oflered  to  Gov.  ^"ates.  The  Governor,  impressed  by 
the  zeal  and  straightforward  executive  ability  of  Capt. 
Grant,  gave  him  a  desk  in  his  office,  to  assist  in  the 
volunteer  organization  that  was  being  formed  in  the 
State  in  behalf  of  the  Government.      On  the  15  th  of 
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Tune,  1 86 1,  Capt.  Grant  received  a  commission  as 
Colonel  of  the  Twenty-first  Regiment  of  Illinois  Vol- 
unteers. His  merits  as  a  West  Point  graduate,  who 
had  served  for  15  years  in  the  regular  army,  were  such 
that  he  was  soon  promoted  to  the  rank  of  Brigadier- 
General  and  was  placed  in  command  at  Cairo.  The 
rebels  raised  their  banner  at  Paducah,  near  the  mouth 
of  the  Tennessee  River.  Scarcely  had  its  folds  ap- 
peared in  the  breeze  ere  Gen.  Grant  was  there.  The 
rebels  fled.  Their  banner  fell,  and  the  star  and 
stripes  were  unfurled  in  its  stead. 

He  entered  the  service  with  great  determination 
and  immediately  began  active  duty.  This  was  the  be- 
ginning, and  until  the  surrender  of  Lee  at  Richmond 
he  was  ever  pushing  the  enemy  with  great  vigor  and 
effectiveness.  At  Belmont,  a  few  days  later,  he  sur- 
prised and  routed  the  rebels,  then  at  Fort  Henry 
won  another  victory.  Then  came  the  brilliant  fight 
at  Fort  Donelson.  The  nation  was  electrified  by  the 
victory,  and  the  brave  leader  of  the  boys  in  blue  was 
immediately  made  a  Major-General,  and  the  military 
district  of  Tennessee  was  assigned  to  him. 

Like  all  great  captains.  Gen.  Grant  knew  well  how 
to  secure  the  results  of  victory.  He  immediately 
pushed  on  to  the  enemies'  lines.  Then  came  the 
terrible  battles  of  Pittsburg  Landing,  Corinth,  and  the 
siege  of  Vicksburg,  where  Gen.  Pemberton  made  an 
unconditional  surrender  of  the  city  with  over  thirty 
thousand  men  and  one-hundred  and  seventy-two  can- 
non. The  fall  of  Vicksburg  was  by  far  the  most 
severe  blow  which  the  rebels  had  thus  far  encountered, 
and  opened  up  the  Mississippi  from  Cairo  to  the  Gulf. 

Gen.  Grant  was  next  ordered  to  co-operate  with 
Gen.  Banks  in  a  movement  upon  Texas,  and  pro- 
ceeded to  New  Orleans,  where  he  was  thrown  from 
his  horse,  and  received  severe  injuries,  from  which  he 
was  laid  up  for  months.  He  then  rushed  to  the  aid 
of  Gens.  Rosecrans  and  Thomas  at  Chattanooga,  and 
by  a  wonderful  series  of  strategic  and  technical  meas- 
ures put  the  Union  Army  in  fighting  condition.  Then 
followed  the  bloody  battles  at  Chattanooga,  Lookout 
Mountain  and  Missionary  Ridge,  in  which  the  rebels 
were  routed  with  great  loss.  This  won  for  him  un- 
bounded praise  in  the  North.  On  the  4th  of  Febru- 
ary, 1864,  Congress  revived  the  grade  of  lieutenant- 
general,  and  the  rank  was  conferred  on  Gen.  Grant. 
He  repaired  to  Washington  to  receive  his  credentials 
and  enter  upon  the  duties  of  his  new  office. 


Gen.  Grant  decided  as  soon  as  he  took  charge  of 
the  army  to  concentrate  the  widely-dispersed  National 
troops  for  an  attack  upon  Richmond,  the  nominal 
capital  of  the  Rebellion,  and  endeavor  there  to  de- 
stroy the  rebel  armies  which  would  be  promptly  as- 
sembled from  all  quarters  for  its  defence.  The  whole 
continent  seemed  to  tremble  imder  the  tramp  of  these 
majestic  armies,  rushing  to  the  decisive  battle  field. 
Steamers  were  crowded  with  troops.  Railway  trains 
were  burdened  with  closely  packed  thousands.  His 
plans  were  comprehensive  and  involved  a  series  of 
campaigns,  which  were  executed  with  remarkable  en- 
ergy and  ability,  and  were  consummated  at  the  sur- 
render of  Lee,  April  9,   1865. 

The  war  was  ended.  The  Union  was  saved.  The 
almost  unanimous  voice  of  the  Nation  declared  Gen. 
Grant  to  be  the  most  prominent  instrument  in  its  sal- 
vation. I'he  eminent  services  he  had  thus  rendered 
the  country  brought  him  conspicuously  forward  as  the 
Republican  candidate  for  the  Presidential  chair. 

At  the  Republican  Convention  held  at  Chicago, 
May  21,  1868,  he  was  unanimously  nominated  for  the 
Presidency,  and  at  the  autumn  election  received  a 
majority  of  the  popular  vote,  and  214  out  of  294 
electoral  votes. 

The  National  Convention  of  the  Republican  party 
which  met  at  Philadelphia  on  the  5th  of  June,  1872, 
placed  Gen.  Grant  in  nomination  for  a  second  term 
by  a  unanimous  vote.  The  selection  was  emphati- 
cally indorsed  by  the  people  five  months  later,  292 
electoral  votes  being   cast   for  him. 

Soon  after  the  close  of  his  second  term,  Gen.  Grant 
started  upon  his  famous  trip  around  the  world.  He 
visited  almost  every  country  of  the  civilized  world, 
and  was  everywhere  received  with  such  ovations 
and  demonstrations  of  respect  and  honor,  private 
as  well  as  public  and  official,  as  were  never  before 
bestowed  upon  any  citizen  of  the  United   States. 

He  was  the  most  prominent  candidate  before  the 
Republican  National  Convention  in  1880  for  a  re- 
nomination  for  President.  He  went  to  New  York  and 
embarked  in  the  brokerage  business  under  the  firm 
nameof  Grant  &  Ward.  The  latter  proved  a  villain, 
wrecked  Grant's  fortune,  and  for  larceny  was  sent  to 
the  penitentiary.  The  General  was  attacked  with 
cancer  in  the  throat,  but  suffered  in  his  stoic-like 
manner,  never  complaining.  He  was  re-instated  as 
General  of  the  Army  and  retired  by  Congress.  The 
cancer  soon  finished  its  deadly  work,  and  July  23, 
1885,  the  nation  went  in  mourning  over  the  death  of 
the  illustrious  General, 
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UTHERFORl)  B.  HAYES, 
the  nineteenth  President  of 
the  United  States,  was  born  in 
Delaware,  O.,  Oct.  4,  1822,  al- 
most three  months  after  the 
death  of  his  father,  Uutherford 
Hayes.  His  ancestry  on  both 
the  paternal  and  maternal  sides, 
was  of  the  most  honorable  char- 
acter. It  can  be  traced,  it  is  said, 
as  far  back  as  1280,  when  Hayes  and 
Rutherford  were  two  Scottish  chief- 
tains, fighting  side  by  side  with 
Baliol,  William  Wallace  and  Robert 
iruce.  Both  families  belonged  to  the 
nobility,  owned  extensive  estates, 
'  and  had  a  large  following.  Misfor- 
tune overtaking  the  family,  George  Hayes  left  Scot- 
land in  1680,  and  settled  in  Windsor,  Conn.  His  son 
George  was  born  in  Windsor,  and  remained  there 
during  his  life.  Daniel  Hayes,  son  of  the  latter,  mar- 
ried Sarah  Lee,  and  lived  from  the  time  of  his  mar- 
riage until  his  death  in  Simsbury,  Conn.  Ezekiel, 
son  of  Daniel,  was  born  in  1724,  and  was  a  manufac- 
turer of  scythes  at  Bradford,  Conn.  Rutherford  Hayes, 
son  of  Ezekiel  and  grandfather  of  President  Hayes,  was 
born  in  New  Haven,  in  August,  1756.  He  was  a  farmer, 
blacksmith  and  tavern-keeper.  He  emigrated  to 
Vermont  at  an  unknown  date,  settling  in  Brattleboro, 
where  he  established  a  hotel.  Here  his  son  Ruth- 
erford  Hayes    the  father  of  President  Hayes,  was 


born.  He  was  married,  in  September,  1813,  to  Sophia 
Birchard,  of  Wilmington,  Vt.,  whose  ancestors  emi- 
grated thither  from  Connecticut,  they  having  been 
among  the  wealthiest  and  best  famlies  of  Norwich. 
Her  ancestry  on  the  male  side  are  traced  back  to 
1635,  to  John  Birchard,  one  of  the  principal  founders 
of  Norwich.  Both  of  her  grandfathers  were  soldiers 
in  the  Revolutionary  War. 

The  father  of  President  Hayes  was  an  industrious, 
frugal  and  opened-hearted  man.  He  was  of  a  me- 
chanical turn,  and  could  mend  a  plow,  knit  a  stock- 
ing, or  do  almost  anything  else  that  he  choose  to 
undertake.  He  was  a  member  of  the  Church,  active 
in  all  the  benevolent  enterprises  of  the  town,  and  con- 
ducted his  business  on  Christian  principles.  After 
the  close  of  the  war  of  181  2,  for  reasons  inexplicable 
to  his  neighbors,  he  resolved  to  emigrate  to   Ohio. 

The  journey  from  Vermont  to  Ohio  in  that  day, 
when  there  were  no  canals,  steamers,  nor  railways, 
was  a  very  serious  affair.  A  tour  of  inspection  was 
first  made,  occupying  four  months.  Mr.  Hayes  deter- 
mined to  move  to  Delaware,  where  the  family  arrived 
in  1817.  He  died  July  22,  1822,  a  victim  of  malarial 
fever,  less  than  three  months  before  the  birth  of  the 
son,  of  whom  we  now  write.  Mrs.  Hayes,  in  her  sore  be- 
reavement, found  the  support  she  so  much  needed  in 
her  brother  Sardis,  who  had  been  a  member  of  the 
household  from  the  day  of  its  departure  from  Ver- 
mont, and  in  an  orphan  girl  whom  she  had  adopted 
some  rime  before  as  an  act  of  charity. 

Mrs.  Hayes  at  this  period  was  very  weak,  and  the 
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subject  of  this  sketch  was  so  feeble  at  birth  that  he 
was  not  expected  to  live  beyond  a  month  or  two  at 
most.  As  the  months  went  by  he  grew  weaker  and 
weaker,  so  that  the  neighbors  were  in  the  habit  of  in- 
quiring from  time  to  time  "  if  Mrs.  Hayes'  baby  died 
last  night."  On  one  occasion  a  neighbor,  who  was  on 
familiar  terms  with  the  family,  after  alluding  to  the 
boy's  big  head,  and  the  mother's  assiduous  care  of 
him,  said  in  a  bantering  way,  "  That's  right !  Stick  to 
him.  You  have  got  him  along  so  far,  and  I  shouldn't 
wonder  if  he  would  really  come  to  something  yet." 

"  You  need  not  laugh,"  said  Mrs.  Hayes.  "  You 
wait  and  see.  You  can't  tell  but  I  shall  make  him 
President  of  the  United  States  yet."  The  boy  lived, 
in  spite  of  the  universal  predictions  of  his  speedy 
death;  and  when,  in  1825,  his  older  brother  was 
drowned,  he  became,  if  possible,  still  dearer  to  his 
mother. 

The  boy  was  seven  years  old  before  he  went  to 
school.  His  education,  however,  was  not  neglected. 
He  probably  learned  as  much  from  his  mother  and 
sister  as  he  would  have  done  at  school.  His  sports 
were  almost  wholly  within  doors,  his  playmates  being 
his  sister  and  her  associates.  These  circumstances 
tended,  no  doubt,  to  foster  that  gentleness  of  dispo- 
sition, and  that  delicate  consideration  for  the  feelings 
of  others,  which  are  marked  traits  of  his  character. 

His  uncle  Sardis  Birchard  took  the  deepest  interest 
in  his  education ;  and  as  the  boy's  health  had  im- 
proved, and  he  was  making  good  progress  in  his 
studies,- he  proposed  to  send  him  to  college.  His  pre- 
paration commenced  with  a  tutor  at  home;  but  he 
was  afterwards  sent  for  one  year  to  a  professor  in  the 
Wesleyan  University,  in  Middletbwn,  Conn.  He  en- 
tered Kenyon  College  in  1838,  at  the  age  of  sixteen, 
and  was  graduated  at  the  head  of  his  class  in   1842. 

Immediately  after  his  graduation  he  began  the 
study  of  law  in  the  office  of  Thomas  Sparrow,  Esq., 
in  Columbus.  Finding  his  opportunities  for  study  in 
Columbus  somewhat  limited,  he  determined  to  enter 
the  Law  School  at  Cambridge,  Mass.,  where  he  re- 
mained two  years. 

In  1 845,  after  graduatmg  at  the  Law  School,  he  was 
admitted  to  the  bar  at  Marietta,  Ohio,  and  shortly 
afterward  went  into  practice  as  an  attorney-at-law 
with  Ralph  P.  Buckland,  of  Fremont.  Here  he  re- 
mained three  years,  acquiring  but  a  limited  practice, 
and  apparently  unambitious  of  distinction  in  his  pro- 
fession. 

In  1849  he  moved  to  Cincmnati,  where  his  ambi- 
tion found  a  new  stimulus.  For  several  years,  how- 
ever, his  progress  was  slow.  Two  events,  occurring  at 
this  period,  had  a  powerful  influence  upon  his  subse- 
quent life.  One  of  these  was  his  marrage  with  Miss 
Lucy  Ware  Webb,  daughter  of  Dr.  James  Webb,  of 
Chilicothe;  the  other  was  his  introduction  to  the  Cin- 
cinnati Literary  Club,  a  body  embracing  among  its 
msmbers  such  men  as  '^hief  Justice  Salmon  P.  Chase, 


Gen.  John  Pope,  Gov.  Edward  F.  Noyes,  and  many 
others  hardly  less  distinguished  in  after  life.  The 
marriage  was  a  fortunate  one  in  every  respect,  as 
everybody  knows.  Not  one  of  all  the  wives  of  our 
Presidents  was  more  universally  admired,  reverenced 
and  beloved  than  was  Mrs.  Hayes,  and  no  one  did 
more  than  she  to  reflect  honor  upon  American  woman- 
hood. The  Literary  Cluu  brought  Mr.  Hayes  into 
constant  association  with  young  men  of  high  char- 
acter and  noble  aims,  and  lured  him  to  display  the 
qualities  so  long  hidden  by  his  bashfulness  and 
modesty. 

In  1856  he  was  nominated  to  the  office  of  Judge  of 
the  Court  of  Common  Pleas ;  but  he  declined  to  ac- 
cept the  nomination.  Two  years  later,  the  office  of 
city  solicitor  becoming  vacant,  the  City  Council 
elected  him  for  the  unexpired  term. 

In  1 86 1,  when  the  Rebellion  broke  out,  he  was  at 
the  zenith  of  his  professional  life.  His  rank  at  the 
bar  was  among  the  the  first.  But  the  news  of  the 
attack  on  Fort  Sumpter  found  him  eager  to  take  up 
arms  for  the  defense  of  his  country. 

His  military  record  was  bright  and  illustrious.  In 
October,  186 1,  he  was  made  Lieutenant-Colonel,  and 
in  August,  1862,  promoted  Colonel  of  the  79th  Ohio 
regiment,  but  he  refused  to  leave  his  old  comrades 
and  go  among  strangers.  Subsequently,  however,  he 
was  made  Colonel  of  his  old  regiment.  At  the  battle 
of  South  Mountain  he  received  a  wound,  and  while 
faint  and  bleeding  displayed  courage  and  fortitude 
that  won  admiration  from  all. 

Col.  Hayes  was  detached  from  his  regiment,  after 
his  recovery,  to  act  as  Brigadier-General,  and  placed 
in  command  of  the  celebrated  Kanawha  division, 
and  for  gallant  and  meritorious  services  in  the  battles 
of  Winchester,  Fisher's  Hill  and  Cedar  Creek,  he  was 
promoted  Brigadier-General.  He  was  also  brevetted 
Major-General,  "for gallant  and  distinguished  services 
during  the  campaigns  of  1864,  in  West  Virginia."  In 
the  course  of  his  arduous  services,  four  horses  were 
shot  from  under  him,  and  he  was  wounded  four  times. 

In  1864,  Gen.  Hayes  was  elected  to  Congress,  from 
the  Second  Ohio  District,  which  had  long  been  Dem- 
ocratic. He  was  not  present  during  the  campaign, 
and  after  his  election  was  importuned  to  resign  his 
commission  in  the  army  ;  but  he  finally  declared,  "  I 
shall  never  come  to  Washington  until  I  can  come  by 
the  way  of  Richmond."  He  was  re-elected  in  1866. 

Ill  1867,  Gen  Hayes  was  elected  Governor  of  Ohio, 
over  Hon.  Allen  G.  Thurman,  a  popular  Democrat. 
In  1869  was  re-elected  over  George  H.  Pendleton. 
He  was  elected  Governor  for  the  third  term  in   1875. 

In  1876  he  was  the  standard  bearer  of  the  Repub- 
lican Party  in  the  Presidential  contest,  and  after  a 
hard  long  contest  was  chosen  President,  and  was  in 
augurated  Monday,  March  5,  r875.  He  served  his 
full  term,  not,  however,  with  satisfaction  to  his  party, 
but  his  administration  was  an  average  on'^. 
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AMES  A.  GARFIELD,  twen- 
tieth President  of  the  United 
States,    was    bom    Nov.    19, 
1 83 1,  in  the  woods  of  Orange, 
Cuyahoga  Co.,  O      His    par- 
ents were  Abram  and    EHza 
(Ballou)    Garfield,   both   of  New 
England  ancestry  and  from  fami- 
lies well  known  in  the  early  his- 
tory of  that  section  of  our  coun- 
try, but  had  moved  to  the  Western 
Reserve,  in  Ohio,  early  in  its  settle- 

fment. 
The  house  in  which  James  A.  was 
born  was  not  unlike  the  houses  of 
f  poor  Ohio  farmers  of  that  day.  It 
„ds  about  20x30  feet,  built  of  logs,  with  the  spaces  be- 
tween the  logs  filled  with  clay.  His  father  was  a 
nard  working  farmer,  and  he  soon  had  his  fields 
cleared,  an  orchard  planted,  and  a  log  barn  built. 
The  household  comprised  the  father  and  mother  and 
iheir  four  children — Mehetabel,  Thomas,  Mary  and 
James.  In  May,  1823,  the  father,  from  a  cold  con- 
tracted in  helping  to  put  out  a  forest  fire,  died.  At 
chis  time  James  was  about  eighteen  months  old,  and 
Thomas  about  ten  years  old.  No  one,  ]jerhaps,  can 
tell  how  much  James  was  indebted  to  his  biother's 
toil  and  self-sacrifice  during  the  twenty  years  suc- 
ceeding his  father's  death,  but  undoubtedly  very 
much.  He  now  lives  in  Michigan,  and  the  two  sis- 
ters live  in  Solon,  O.,  near  their  birthplace. 

The  early  educational  advantages  young  Garfield 
enjoyed  were  very  limited,  yet  he  made  the  inost  of 
them.  He  labored  at  farm  work  for  others,  did  car- 
penter work,  chopped  wood,  or  did  anything  that 
would  bring  in  a  few  dollars  to  aid  his  widowed 
mother  in  he'  struggles  to  keep  the  little   family  to- 


gether. Nor  was  Gen.  Garfield  ever  ashamed  of  his 
origin,  and  he  never  forgot  the  friends  of  his  strug- 
gling childhood,  youth  and  manhood,  neither  did  they 
ever  forget  him.  When  in  the  highest  seats  of  honor, 
the  humblest  fiiend  of  his  boyhood  was  as  kindly 
greeted  as  ever.  The  poorest  laborer  was  sure  of  the 
sympathy  of  one  who  had  known  all  the  bitterness 
of  want  and  the  sweetness  of  bread  earned  by  the 
sweat  of  the  brow.  He  was  ever  the  simple,  plain, 
modest  gentleman. 

The  highest  ambition  of  young  Garfield  until  he 
was  about  si.\teen  years  old  was  to  be  a  captain  of 
a  vessel  on  Lake  Erie.  He  was  anxious  to  go  aboard 
a  vessel,  which  his  mother  strongly  opposed.  She 
finally  consented  to  his  going  to  Cleveland,  with  the 
understanding,  however,  that  he  should  try  to  obtain 
some  other  kind  of  employment.  He  walked  all  the 
way  to  Cleveland.  This  was  his  first  visit  to  the  city. 
After  making  many  applications  for  work,  and  trying 
to  get  aboard  a  lake  vessel,  and  not  meeting  with 
success,  he  engaged  as  a  driver  for  his  cousin,  Amos 
Letcher,  on  the  Ohio  &:  Pennsylvania  Canal.  He  re- 
mained at  this  work  but  a  short  time  when  he  went 
home,  and  attended  the  seminary  at  Chester  for 
about  three  years,  when  he  entered  Hiram  and  the 
Eclectic  Institute,  teaching  a  few  terms  of  school  in 
the  meantime,  and  doing  other  work.  This  school 
was  started  by  the  Discii)les  of  Christ  in  1850,  of 
which  churcli  he  was  then  a  member.  He  became 
janitor  and  bell-ringer  in  order  to  help  pay  his  way. 
He  then  became  both  teacher  and  pupil.  He  soon 
"  exhausted  Hiram  "  and  needed  more  ;  hence,  in  the 
fall  of  1854,  he  entered  Williams  College,  from  which 
he  graduated  in  1856,  taking  one  of  the  highest  hon- 
ors of  his  class.  He  afterwards  returned  lo  Hiram 
College  as  its  President.  As  above  stated,  he  early 
united  with  the  Christian  or  Diciples  Church  at 
Hiram,  and  was  ever  after  a  devoted,  zealous  mem- 
ber, often  preaching  in  its  pulpit  and  places  where 
he  happened  to  be.  Dr.  Noah  Porter,  President  of 
Yale  College,  says  of  him  in  reference  to  his  religion ; 
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"  President  Garfield  was  more  than  a  man  of 
strong  moral  and  religious  convictions.  His  whole 
history,  from  boyhood  to  the  last,  shows  that  duty  to 
man  and  to  God,  and  devotion  to  Christ  and  life  and 
faith  and  spiritual  commission  were  controlling  springs 
of  his  being,  and  to  a  more  than  usual  degree.  In 
my  judgment  there  is  no  more  interesting  feature  of 
his  character  than  his  loyal  allegiance  to  the  body  of 
Christians  in  which  he  was  trained,  and  the  fervent 
sympathy  which  he  ever  showed  in  their  Christian 
communion.  Not  many  of  the  few  'wise  and  mighty 
and  noble  who  are  called'  show  a  similar  loyalty  to 
the  less  stately  and  cultured  Christian  comnmnions 
in  which  they  have  been  reared.  Too  often  it  is  true 
that  as  they  step  upward  in  social  and  political  sig- 
nificance they  step  upward  from  one  degree  to 
another  in  some  of  the  many  types  of  fashionable 
Christianity.  President  Garfield  adhered  to  the 
church  of  his  mother,  the  church  in  which  he  was 
trained,  and  in  which  he  served  as  a  pillar  and  an 
evangelist,  and  yet  with  the  largest  and  most  unsec- 
larian  charity  for  all  'who  loveour  Lord  in  sincerity.'" 

Mr.  Garfield  was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss 
Lucretia  Rudolph,  Nov.  1 1,  1858,  who  proved  herself 
worthy  as  the  wife  of  one  whom  all  the  world  loved  and 
mourned.  To  them  were  born  seven  children,  five  of 
whom  are  still  living,  four  boys  and  one  girl. 

Mr.  Garfield  made  his  first  political  speeches  in  1856, 
in  Hiram  and  the  neighboring  villages,  and  three 
years  later  he  began  to  speak  at  county  mass-meet- 
ings, and  became  the  favorite  speaker  wherever  he 
was.  During  this  year  he  was  elected  to  the  Ohio 
Senate.  He  also  began  to  study  law  at  Cleveland, 
and  in  1861  was  admitted  to  the  bar.  The  great 
Rebellion  broke  out  in  the  early  part  of  this  year, 
and  Mr.  Garfield  at  once  resolved  to  fight  as  he  had 
talked,  and  enlisted  to  defend  the  old  flag.  He  re- 
ceived his  commission  as  Lieut.-Colonel  of  the  Forty- 
second  Regiment  of  Ohio  Volunteer  Infantry,  Aug. 
14,  1861.  He  was  immediately  put  into  active  ser- 
vice, and  before  he  had  ever  seen  a  gun  fired  in  action, 
was  placed  in  command  of  four  regiments  of  infantry 
and  eight  companies  of  cavalry,  charged  with  the 
work  of  driving  out  of  his  native  State  the  officer 
(Humphrey  Marshall)  reputed  to  be  the  ablest  of 
those,  not  educated  to  war  whom  Kentucky  had  given 
to  the  Rebellion.  This  work  was  bravely  and  speed- 
ily accomplished,  although  against  great  odds.  Pres- 
ident Lincoln,  on  his  success  commissioned  him 
Brigadier-General,  Jan.  10,  1862;  and  as  "he  had 
been  the  youngest  man  in  the  Ohio  Senate  two  years 
before,  so  now  he  was  the  youngest  General  in  the 
army."  He  was  with  Gen.  Buell's  army  at  Shiloh, 
in  its  operations  around  Corinth  and  its  march  through 
Alabama.  He  was  then  detailed  as  a  memberof  the 
General  Court-Martial  for  the  trial  of  Gen.  Fitz-John 
Porter.  He  was  then  ordered  to  report  to  Gen.  Rose- 
crans,  and  was  assigned  to  the  "  Chief  of  Staff." 

The  military  b'story  of  Gen.  Garfield  closed  with 
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his  brilliant  services  at  Chickamauga,  where  he  won 
the  stars  of  the  Major-General. 

Without  an  effort  on  his  part  Gen.  Garfield  was 
elected  to  Congress  in  the  fall  of  1862  from  the 
Nineteenth  District  of  Ohio.  This  section  of  Ohio 
had  been  represented  in  Congress  for  si.\ty  years 
mainly  by  two  men — Elisha  Whittlesey  and  Joshua 
R.  Giddings.  It  was  not  without  a  struggle  that  he 
resigned  his  place  in  the  army.  At  the  time  he  en- 
tered Congress  he  was  the  youngest  member  in  that 
body.  There  he  remained  by  successive  re- 
elections  until  he  was  elected  President  in  1880. 
Of  his  labors  in  Congress  Senator  Hoar  says  :  "  Since 
the  year  1864  you  cannot  think  of  a  question  which 
has  been  debated  in  Congress,  or  discussed  before  a 
tribunel  of  the  American  people,  in  regard  to  which 
you  will  not  find,  if  you  wish  mstruction,  the  argu- 
ment on  one  side  stated,  in  almost  every  instance 
better  than  by  anybody  else,  in  some  speech  made  in 
the  House  of  Representatives  or  on  the  hustings  by 
Mr.  Garfield." 

Upon  Jan.  14,  1880,  Gen.  Garfield  was  elected  to 
the  U.  S.  Senate,  and  on  the  eighth  of  June,  of  the 
same  year,  was  nominated  as  the  candidate  of  his 
party  for  President  at  the  great  Chicago  Convention- 
He  was  elected  in  the  following  November,  and  on 
March  4,  1881,  was  inaugurated.  Probably  no  ad- 
ministration ever  opened  its  existence  under  brighter 
auspices  than  that  of  President  Garfield,  and  every 
day  it  grew  in  favor  with  the  people,  and  by  the  first 
of  July  he  had  completed  all  the  initiatory  and  pre- 
liminary work  of  his  administration  and  was  prepar- 
ing to  leave  the  city  to  meet  his  friends  at  Williams 
College.  While  on  his  way  and  at  the  depot,  in  com- 
pany with  Secretary  Blaine,  a  man  stepped  behind 
him,  drew  a  revolver,  and  fired  directly  at  his  back. 
The  President  tottered  and  fell,  and  as  he  did  so  the 
assassin  fired  a  second  shot,  the  bullet  cutting  the 
left  coat  sleeve  of  his  victim,  but  inflicting  no  further 
injury.  It  has  been  very  truthfully  said  that  this  was 
"  the  shot  that  was  heard  round  the  world  "  Never 
before  in  the  history  of  the  Nation  had  anything  oc- 
curred which  so  nearly  froze  the  blood  of  the  people 
for  the  moment,  as  this  awful  deed.  He  was  smit- 
ten on  the  brightest,  gladdest  day  of  all  his  life,  and 
was  at  the  summit  of  his  power  and  hope.  For  eighty 
days,  all  during  the  hot  months  of  July  and  August, 
he  lingered  and  suffered.  He,  however,  remained 
master  of  himself  till  the  last,  and  by  his  magnificent 
bearing  was  teaching  the  country  and  the  world  the 
noblest  of  human  lessons — how  to  live  grandly  in  the 
very  clutch  of  death.  Great  in  life,  he  was  surpass- 
ingly great  in  death.  He  passed  serenely  away  Sept. 
19,  1883,  at  Elheron,  N.  J.,  on  the  very  bank  of  the 
ocean,  where  he  had  been  taken  shortly  previous.  The 
world  wept  at  his  death,  as  it  never  had  done  on  the 
death  of  any  other  man  who  h.id  ever  lived  upon  it. 
The  murderer  was  duly  tried,  found  guilty  and  exe- 
cuted, in  one  year  after  he  committed  the  foul  deed. 
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HESTER      A.      ARTHUR, 

twenty-first    Pres'V.^iu   of  the 

United   States    was    born    in 

Franklin  Cour  ty,  Vermont,  on 

thefifthofOc'ober,  1830,  and  is 

the  oldest   of  a   family    of  two 

sons  and    five   daughters.     His 

father  was  the  Rev.  Dr.  William 

Arthur,  a Baptistd.rgyman, who 

emigrated  to   tb'.s  country  from 

the  county  Ant:im,   Ireland,    in 

his  iStli  year,  and  died  in   1S75,  in 

Newtonville,   neai    Albany,   after  a 

ong  and  successful  ministry. 

Young  Arthur  was  educated  at 
Union  College,  S(  henectady,  where 
he  excelled  in  all  his  studies.  Af- 
ter his  graduation  he  taught  school 
in  Vermont  for  two  years,  and  at 
the  e.xpiration  cf  that  time  came  to 
New  York,  with  $500  in  his  ixjcket, 
and  entered  the  office  of  ex-Judge 
E.  D.  Culver  as  student.  After 
I  being  admitted  to  the  bar  he  formed 
a  partnership  with  his  intimate  friend  and  room-mate, 
Henry  D.  Gardiner,  with  the  intention  of  practicing 
in  the  West,  and  for  three  months  they  roamed  about 
in  the  Western  States  in  search  of  an  eligible  site, 
but  in  the  end  returned  to  New  York,  where  they 
hung  out  their  shingle,  and  entered  upon  a  success- 
ful career  almost  from  the  start.  General  Arthur 
soon  afterward  m.arri'-d  the  daughter   of  Lieutenant 


Herndon,  of  the  United  States  Navy,  who  was  lost  at 
sea.  Congress  voted  a  gold  medal  to  his  widow  in 
recognition  of  the  bravery  he  displayed  on  that  occa- 
sion. Mrs.  Arthur  died  shortly  before  Mr.  Arthur's 
nomination  to  the  Vice  Presidency,  leaving  two 
children. 

Gen.  Arthur  obtained  considerable  legal  celebrity 
in  his  first  great  case,  the  famous  Lemmon  suit, 
brought  to  recover  jxissession  of  eight  slaves  who  had 
been  declared  free  by  Judge  Paine,  of  the  Superior 
Court  of  New  York  City.  It  was  in  1852  that  Jon- 
athan Lemmon,  of  Virginia,  went  to  New  York  with 
his  slaves,  intending  to  ship  them  to  Texas,  when 
they  were  discovered  and  freed.  The  Judge  decided 
that  they  could  not  be  held  by  the  owner  under  the 
Fugitive  Slave  Law.  A  howl  of  rage  went  up  from 
the  South,  and  the  Virginia  Legislature  authorized  the 
Attorney  General  of  that  State  to  assist  in  an  appeal. 
Wm.  M.  Evarts  and  Chester  A.  Arthur  were  employed 
to  represent  the  People,  and  they  won  their  case, 
which  then  went  to  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United 
States.  Charles  O'Conor  here  esiwused  the  cause 
of  the  slave-holders,  but  he  too  was  beaten  by  Messrs. 
Evarts  and  Arthur,  and  a  long  step  was  taken  toward 
the  emancipation  of  the  black  race. 

Another  great  service  was  rendered  by  General 
Arthur  in  the  same  cause  in  1856.  Lizzie  Jennings, 
a  respectable  colored  woman,  was  put  off  a  Fourth 
Avenue  car  with  violence  after  she  had  paid  her  fare. 
General  Arthur  sued  on  her  behalf,  and  secured  a 
verdict  of  $500  damages.  The  next  day  the  compa- 
ny issued  an  order  to  admit  colored  persons  to  ride 
on  their  cars,  and   the  other  car  companies  quickly 
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followed  their  example.  Before  that  the  Sixth  Ave- 
nue Company  ran  a  few  special  cars  for  colored  per- 
sons and  the  other  lines  refused  to  let  them  ride  at  all. 

General  Arthur  was  a  delegate  to  the  Convention 
at  Saratoga  that  founded  the  Republican  party. 
Previous  to  the  war  he  was  Judge-Advocate  of  the 
Second  Brigade  of  the  State  of  New  York,  and  Gov- 
ernor Morgan,  of  that  State,  appointed  him  Engineer- 
in-Chief  of  his  staff.  In  1861,  he  was  made  Inspec- 
tor General,  and  soon  afterward  became  Quartermas- 
ter-General. In  each  of  these  offices  he  rendered 
great  service  to  the  Government  during  the  war.  At 
the  end  of  Governor  Morgan's  term  he  resumed  the 
practice  of  the  law,  forming  a  partnership  with  Mr. 
Ransom,  and  then  Mr.  Phelps,  the  District  Attorney 
of  New  York,  was  added  to  the  firm.  The  legal  prac- 
tice of  this  well-known  firm  was  very  large  and  lucra- 
tive, each  of  the  gentlemen  composing  it  were  able 
lawyers,  and  possessed  a  splendid  local  reputation,  if 
not  indeed  one  of  national  extent. 

He  always  took  a  leading  part  in  State  and  city 
politics.  He  was  appointed  Collector  of  the  Port  of 
New  York  by  President  Grant,  Nov.  21  1872,  to  suc- 
ceed Thomas  Murphy,  and  held  the  office  until  July, 
20,  1878,  when  he  was  succeeded  by  Collector  Merritt. 

Mr.  Arthur  was  nominated  on  the  Presidential 
ticket,  with  Gen.  James  A.  Garfield,  at  the  famous 
National  Republican  Convention  held  at  Chicago  in 
June,  t88o.  This  was  perhaps  the  greatest  political 
convention  that  ever  assembled  on  the  continent.  It 
was  composed  of  the  leading  politicians  of  the  Re- 
publican party,  all  able  men,  and  each  stood  firm  and 
fought  vigorously  and  with  signal  tenacity  for  their 
respective  candidates  that  were  before  the  conven- 
tion for  the  nomination.  Finally  Gen.  Garfield  re- 
ceived the  nomination  for  President  and  Gen.  Arthur 
for  Vice-President.  The  campaign  which  followed 
was  one  of  the  most  animated  known  in  the  history  of 
our  country.  Gen.  Hancock,  the  standard-bearer  of 
the  Democratic  party,  was  a  popular  man,  and  his 
party  made  a  valiant  fight  for  his  election. 

Finally  the  election  came  and  the  country's  choice 
was  Garfield  and  Arthur.  They  were  inaugurated 
March  4,  1881,  as  President  and  Vice-President. 
A  few  months  only  had  passed  ere  the  newly  chosen 
President  was  the  victim  of  the  assassin's  bullet.  Then 
came  terrible  weeks  of  suffering, — those  moments  of 
iir.xious  suspense,  when  the  hearts  of  all  civilized  na- 


tions were  throbbing  in  unison,  longing  for  the  re- 
covery of  the  noble,  the  good  President.  The  remark- 
able patience  that  he  manifested  during  those  hours 
and  weeks,  and  even  months,  of  the  most  terrible  suf- 
fering man  has  often  been  called  upon  to  endure,  was 
seemingly  more  than  human.  It  was  certainly  God- 
like. During  all  this  period  of  deepest  anxiety  Mr. 
Arthur's  every  move  was  watched,  and  be  it  said  to  his 
credit  that  his  every  action  displayed  only  an  earnest 
desire  that  the  suffering  Garfield  might  recover,  to 
serve  the  remainder  of  the  term  he  had  so  auspi- 
ciously begun.  Not  a  selfish  feeling  was  manifested 
in  deed  or  look  of  this  man,  even  though  the  most 
honored  position  in  the  world  was  at  any  moment 
likely  to  fall  to  him. 

At  last  God  in  his  mercy  relieved  President  Gar- 
field from  further  suffering,  and  the  world,  as  never 
before  in  its  history  over  the  death  of  any  other 
man,  wept  at  his  bier.  Then  it  became  the  duty  of 
the  Vice  President  to  assume  the  responsibilities  of 
the  high  office,  and  he  took  the  oath  in  New  York, 
Sept.  20,  1881.  The  position  was  an  embarrassing 
one  to  him,  made  doubly  so  from  the  facts  that  all 
eyes  were  on  him,  anxious  to  know  what  he  would  do, 
what  policy  he  would  pursue,  and  who  he  would  se- 
lect as  advisers.  The  duties  of  the  office  had  been 
greatly  neglected  during  the  President's  long  illness, 
and  many  important  measures  were  to  be  immediately 
decided  by  him ;  and  still  farther  to  embarrass  him  he 
did  not  fail  to  realize  under  what  circumstances  he 
became  President,  and  knew  the  feelings  of  many  on 
this  point.  Under  these  trying  circumstances  President 
Arthur  took  the  reins  of  the  Government  in  his  own 
hands ;  and,  as  embarrassing  as  were  the  condition  of 
affairs,  he  happily  surprised  the  nation,  acting  so 
wisely  that  but  few  criticised  his  administration. 
He  served  the  nation  well  and  faithfully,  until  the 
close  of  his  administration,  March  4,  1885,  and  was 
a  popular  candidate  before  his  party  for  a  second 
term.  His  name  was  ably  presented  before  the  con- 
vention at  Chicago,  and  was  received  with  great 
favor,  and  doubtless  but  for  the  personal  popularity 
of  one  of  the  opposing  candidates,  he  would  have 
been  selected  as  the  standard-bearer  of  his  party 
for  another  campaign.  He  retired  to  private  life  car- 
rying with  him  the  best  wishes  of  the  American  peo- 
ple, whom  he  had  served  in  a  manner  satisfactory 
to  them  and  with  credit  to  himself. 
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TEPHEN  GROVER  CLEVE- 
LAND,thetwenty-second  Pres- 
ident of  the  United  States,  was 
born  in  1837,  '■''  ''^'^  obscure 
town  of  Caldwell,  Essex  Co., 
N.  J.,  and  in  a  little  two-and-a- 
half-story  white  house  which  is  still 
standing,  characteristically  to  mark 
the  humble  birth-place  of  one  of 
America's  great  men  in  striking  con- 
trast with  the  Old  World,  where  all 
men  high  in  office  must  be  high  in 
origin  and  born  in  the  cradle  of 
wealth.  When  the  subject  of  this 
sketch  was  three  years  of  age,  his 
father,  who  was  a  Presbyterian  min- 
ister, with  a  large  family  and  a  small  salary,  moved, 
by  way  of  the  Hudson  River  and  Erie  Canal,  to 
Fayetteville,  in  search  of  an  increased  income  and  a 
larger  field  of  work.  Fayetteville  was  then  the  most 
straggling  of  country  villages,  about  five  miles  from 
Pompey  Hill,  where  Governor  Seymour  was  born. 

At  the  last  mentioned  place  young  Grover  com- 
menced going  to  school  in  the  "  good,  old-fashioned 
way,"  and  presumably  distinguished  himself  after  the 
manner  of  all  village  boys,  in  doing  the  things  he 
ought  not  to  do.  Such  is  the  distinguishing  trait  of 
all  geniuses  and  independent  thinkers.  When  he 
arrived  at  the  age  of  14  years,  he  had  outgrown  the 
capacity  of  the  villag-.-  school  and  expressed  a  most 
A*       1 


emphatic  desire  to  be  sent  to  an  academy.  To  this 
his  father  decidedly  objected.  Academies  in  those 
days  cost  money;  besides,  his  father  wanted  him  to 
become  self-supiwrting  by  the  quickest  possible 
means,  and  this  at  that  time  in  Fayetteville  seemed 
to  be  a  position  in  a  country  store,  where  his  father 
and  the  large  family  on  his  hands  had  considerable 
influence.  Grover  was  to  be  paid  $50  for  his  services 
the  first  year,  and  if  he  proved  trustworthy  he  was  to 
receive  $100  the  second  year.  Here  the  lad  com- 
menced his  career  as  salesman,  and  in  two  years  he 
had  earned  so  good  a  reputation  for  trustworthiness 
that  his  employers  desired  to  retain  him  for  an  in- 
definite length  of  time.  Otherwise  he  did  not  ex- 
hibit as  yet  any  particular  "  flashes  of  genius  "  or 
eccentricities  of  talent.  He  was  simply  a  good  boy. 
But  instead  of  remaining  with  this  firm  in  Fayette- 
ville, he  went  with  the  family  in  their  removal  to 
Clinton,  where  he  had  an  opportunity  of  attending  a 
high  school.  Here  he  industriously  pursued  his 
studies  until  the  family  removed  with  him  to  a  point 
on  Black  River  known  as  the  "  Holland  Patent,"  a 
village  of  500  or  600  people,  15  miles  north  of  Utica, 
N.  Y.  At  this  place  his  father  died,  after  preaching 
but  threS  Sundays.  This  event  broke  up  the  family, 
and  Grover  set  out  for  New  York  City  to  accept,  at  a 
small  salary,  the  position  of  "  under-teacher  "  in  an 
asylum  for  the  blind.  He  taught  faithfully  for  two 
years,  and  although  he  obtained  a  good  reputation  in 
this  capacity,  he  concluded  that  teaching  was  not  his 
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calling  for  life,  and,  reversing  the  traditional  order, 
he  left  the  city  to  seek  his  fortune,  instead  of  going 
to  a  city.  He  first  thought  of  Cleveland,  Ohio,  as 
there  was  some  charm  in  that  name  for  him ;  but 
before  proceeding  to  that  place  he  went  to  Buffalo  to 
usk  the  advice  of  his  uncle,  Lewis  F.  Allan,  a  noted 
stock-breeder  of  that  place.  The  latter  did  not 
speak  enthusiastically.  "What  is  it  you  want  to  do, 
my  boy.''"  he  asked.  "Well,  sir,  I  want  to  study 
law,"  was  the  reply.  "  Good  gracious !  "  remarked 
the  old  gentleman ;  "  do  you,  indeed .'  What  ever  put 
that  into  your  head  .^  How  much  money  have  you 
got.'"  "Well,  sir,  to  tell  the  truth,  I  haven't  got 
any." 

After  a  long  consultation,  his  uncle  offered  him  a 
place  temporarily  as  assistant  herd-keeper,  at  $50  a 
year,  wiiile  he  could  "  look  around."  One  day  soon 
afterward  he  boldly  walked  into  the  office  of  Rogers, 
Bowen  &  Rogers,  of  Buffalo,  and  told  them  what  he 
wanted.  A  number  of  young  men  were  already  en- 
gaged in  the  office,  but  Grover's  persistency  won,  and 
he  was  finally  permitted  to  come  as  an  office  boy  and 
have  the  use  of  the  law  library,  for  tlie  nominal  sum 
of  $3  or  $4  a  week.  Out  of  this  he  had  to  pay  for 
his  board  and  washing.  The  walk  to  and  from  his 
uncle's  was  a  long  and  rugged  one;  and,  although 
the  first  winter  was  a  memorably  severe  one,  his 
shoes  were  out  of  repair  and  his  overcoat — he  had 
none — yet  he  was  nevertheless  prompt  and  regular. 
On  the  first  day  of  his  service  here,  his  senior  em- 
ployer threw  down  a  copy  of  Blackstone  before  him 
with  a  bang  that  made  the  dust  fly,  saying  "That's 
where  they  all  begin."  A  titter  ran  around  the  little 
circle  of  clerks  and  students,  as  they  thought  that 
was  enough  to  scare  young  Grover  out  of  his  plans  ; 
but  in  due  time  he  mastered  that  cumbersome  volume. 
Then,  as  ever  afterward,  however,  Mr.  Cleveland 
exhibited  a  talent  for  executiveness  rather  than  for 
chasing  principles  through  all  their  metaphysical 
possibilities.  "  Let  us  quit  talking  and  go  and  do 
it,"  was  practically  his  motto. 

The  first  public  office  to  which  Mr.  Cleveland  was 
elected  was  that  of  Sheriff  of  Erie  Co.,  N.  Y.,  in 
which  Buffalo  is  situated;  and  in  such  capacity  it  fell 
to  his  duty  to  inflict  capital  punishment  upon  two 
criminals.  In  1881  he  was  elected  Mayor  of  the 
City  of  Buffalo,  on  the  Democratic  ticket,  with  es- 
pecial reference  to  the  bringing  about  certain  reforms 
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in  the  administration  of  the  municipal  affairs  of  that 
city.  In  this  office,  as  well  as  that  of  Sheriff,  his 
performance  of  duty  has  generally  been  considered 
fair,  with  possibly  a  few  exceptions  which  were  fer- 
reted out  and  magnified  during  the  last  Presidential 
campaign.  As  a  specimen  of  his  plain  language  in 
a  veto  message,  we  quote  from  one  vetoing  an  iniqui- 
tous street-cleaning  contract:  "This  is  a  time  for 
plain  speech,  and  my  objection  to  your  action  shall 
be  plainly  stated.  I  regard  it  as  the  culmination  of  ^ 
a  mos'  bare-faced,  impudent  and  shameless  scheme 
to  betray  the  interests  of  the  people  and  to  worse 
than  squander  the  people's  money."  The  New  York 
Sun  afterward  very  highly  commended  Mr.  Cleve-  ^ 
land's  administration  as  Mayor  of  Buffalo,  and  there- 
upon recommended  him  for  Governor  of  the  Empire 
State.  To  the  latter  office  he  was  elected  in  1882, 
and  his  administration  of  the  affairs  of  State  was 
generally  satisfactory.  The  mistakes  he  made,  if 
any,  were  made  very  public  throughout  the  nation 
after  he  was  nominated  for  President  of  the  United 
States.  For  this  high  office  he  was  nominated  July 
II,  1884,  by  the  National  Democratic  Convention  at 
Chicago,  when  other  competitors  were  Thomas  F. 
Bayard,  Roswell  P.  Flower,  Thomas  A.  Hendricks, 
Benjamin  F.  Butler,  Allen  G.  Thurman,  etc.;  and  he 
was  elected  by  the  people,  by  a  majority  of  about  a 
thousand,  over  the  brilliant  and  long-tried  Repub- 
lican statesman,  James  G.  Blaine.  President  Cleve- 
land resigned  his  office  as  Governor  of  New  York  in 
January,  1885,  in  order  to  prepare  for  his  duties  as 
the  Chief  Executive  of  the  United  States,  in  which 
capacity  his  term  commenced  at  noon  on  the  4th  of 
March,  1885.  For  his  Cabinet  officers  he  selected 
the  following  gentlemen:  For  Secretary  of  State, 
Thomas  F.  Bayard,  of  Delaware  ;  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury,  Daniel  Manning,  of  New  York  ;  Secretary 
of  War,  William  C.  Endicott,  of  Massachusetts ; 
Secretary  of  the  Navy,  William  C.  Whitney,  of  New 
York ;  Secretary  of  the  Interior,  L.  Q.  C.  Lamar,  of 
Mississippi;  Postmaster-General,  William  F.  Vilas, 
of  Wisconsin ;  Attorney-General,  A.  H.  Garland,  of 
Arkansas. 

The  silver  question  precipitated  a  controversy  be- 
tween those  who  were  in  favor  of  the  continuance  of 
silver  coinage  and  those  who  were  opposed,  Mr. 
Cleveland  answering  for  the  latter,  even  before  his 
inauguration. 
.^ 
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[IK  HON.  DAVID  BUTLER, 
the  first  Governor  of  the 
State  of  Nebraska,  is  to-day 
one  of  the  well-known  and 
active  business  men  of  the 
State.  Ohio  has  furnished 
the  country  with  some  of 
its  l>est  leaders  in  military  and 
diplomatic  circles  and  an  innumer- 
able number  of  its  most  valued 
irivatc  citizens.  It  was  the  iileas- 
ure  of  the  people  of  this  State  to 
lionor  with  their  confidence  one 
of  Ohio's  sons  in  the  above- 
named  gentleman,  who  was  the 
first  called  by  the  citizens  of  the 
newly  formed  State  to  the  Gov- 
ernor's chair.  Elected  with  enthusiasm  in  186C, 
re-elected  with  eclat  at  the  next  election  in  18C8, 
and  at  the  end  of  that  term  once  more  returned  to 
office  by  an  intelligent  and  satisfied  people. 

The  town  of  Lenton,  Greene  Co.,  Ohio,  claims  the 
honor  of  the  birtbi)lace  of  Gov.  Butler,  the  date  of 
his  nativity  being  the  15th  of  December,  1829.  He 
was  the  eldest  of  a  family  of  ten  children  born  to 
his  parents,  of  whom  only  six  now  survive.  He  is 
the  son  of  George  Washington  and  Nancy  (Christy) 
Butler. 

The  family  of  which  Mr.  Butler  is  a  representa- 
tive and  member  is  not  unknown  to  the  annals  of 
other  States  in  political  positions  of  honor,  and  the 
name  is  one  that  has  been  worn  by  his  ancestors, 
and  by  their  successful  lives  and  patriotism  they 
have  made  it  a  name  respected  and  honored.  Thomas 
Butler,  the  grandfather  of  our  subject,  was  a  native 


of  Virginia,  and  after  serving  his  fellow-citizens  in 
various  capacities,  was  called  upon  to  act  as  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Constitutional  Convention  of  that  State 
in  1805.  Becoming  a  pioneer  of  Ohio  long  before 
it  was  a  State,  he  was  soon  ranked  among  the  prom- 
inent citizens  of  the  district  in  which  he  lived,  and 
was  not  infrequently  called  upon  whenever  matters 
of  importance  had  to  be  considered  or  decided.  The 
maiden  name  of  his  wife,  a  noble  woman,  who 
shared  her  husband's  life  most  completely,  being  at 
once  his  closest  confidant  and  counselor,  was  Mary 
Robinson.  She  became  the  mother  of  a  large  family, 
her  son,  George  Washington,  the  father  of  our  sub- 
ject, being  the  eldest  of  the  family. 

The  father  of  our  suliject  was  born  in  1mi;).  in 
Ohio,  was  reared  upon  the  pioneer  farm  of  his 
father,  and  grew  up  amid  surroundings  that  would 
to-day  be  anything  but  congenial  by  reason  of  the 
primitive  condition.  He  became  an  enteri)rising 
and  prosperous  farmer,  and  al>o  dealt  very  extens- 
ively in  cattle.  He  became  the  husband  of  Nancy 
Christy,  the  daughter  of  Joseph  Christy,  Esq.  Like 
her  father,  she  was  born  in  North  Carolina,  the 
year  of  her  nativity  being  1811.  She  became  the 
mother  of  our  subject,  and  her  life,  character  and 
infiucnce  were  such  as  to  leave  a  bright  and  happy 
memory  that  will  remain  so  long  as  tiie  jjowers  of 
recollection  exist. 

The  early  life  and  boyhood  of  our  subject  were 
spent  amid  agricultural  surroundings,  and  such 
education  as  he  obtained  was  received  fir>t  in  a 
private  school,  where  he  was  prepared  for  the  puli- 
lic  institution,  in  lioth  of  which  he  m.ade  ra|)id  prog- 
ress, and  drank  as  deeply  as  was  permitted  at  the 
fountain   of  knowledge.      He  remained  upon  the 
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farm  until  he  was  twenty-one  years  of  age,  but  long 
before  attaining  his  majority  was  a  thorough,  prac- 
tical farmer,  and  understood  all  that  was  necessary 
in  regard  to  the  management  of  stock.  In  his 
youth  lie  had  given  promise  of  powers  and  intelli- 
gence, and  though  they  lay  dormant  for  many  years, 
were  bound  to  make  themselves  known  and  felt,  as 
had  been  the  case  of  the  Virginian  pioneer  in  Ohio, 
to  whom  reference  was  made  above. 

Upon  reaching  man's  estate  Mr.  Butler  launched 
into  the  serious  business  of  life  upon  his  own  ac- 
count by  taking  as  his  chosen  occupation  that  with 
which  he  was  best  acquainted  and  in  which  he  felt 
most  assured  of  success,  viz.,  agriculture  and  the 
breeding  of  and  trafHc  in  stock.  The  latter  depart- 
ment of  his  business  frequentlj'  called  him  away 
from  home,  and  he  has  traveled  far  and  wide 
throughout  the  Great  West  while  thus  engaged.  His 
previous  experience,  natural  al)ility,  inherent  enter- 
prise and  American  push  made  him  even  more  pros- 
perous in  his  dealings  and  various  undertakings 
than  his  most  sanguine  hopes  had  conceived,  but 
he  did  not  halt  with  the  first  flush  of  his  success, 
but  continued  to  go  on  to  even  greater. 

In  1852  Mr.  Butler  embarked  in  mercantile  pur- 
suits, but  did  not  sever  his  connection  from  what 
had  become  a  very  extensive  trade  in  cattle  and 
iiogs.  Both  branches  were  carried  on  with  a  grow- 
ing financial  success  until  the  crash  of  1857,  when, 
owing  to  the  failure  of  the  National  Bank  at  Gos- 
port,  Ind.,  he  lost  a  very  large  sum,  and  was  fur- 
ther crippled  financially  by  the  failure  of  a  large 
number  of  his  creditors  to  meet  their  obligations; 
but  he  was  determined  no  one  should  be  the  loser 
upon  his  account.  He  settled  up  business  satis- 
factorily, paid  dollar  for  dollar  of  everything  held 
against  him  and  interest  where  it  was  due. 

In  the  fall  of  1859  Mr.  Butler  removed  to  Paw- 
nee City,  Neb.,  and  there  associated  himself  with 
the  Hon.  W.  B.  Raper,  and  with  that  gentleman 
embarked  again  in  business;  but  even  here  he  re- 
tained his  interest  in  the  cattle  trade,  and  was  very 
shortly  gratified  to  see  his  earnest  efforts  rewarded 
and  to  be  able  to  fill  a  larger  place  than  had  been 
possible  before  his  trials  in  1857.  This  partnership 
lasted  until  18GI,  when  Mr.  Butler  was  elected  a 
member   of    the    Territorial    Legislature,    and  was 


after  that  nominated  for  Senator  l)y  the  Repub- 
licans; but  there  being  three  candidates  already  in 
the  field  our  subject  withdrew  in  favor  of  Mr. 
Mack. 

In  1863  Mr.  Butler  was  elected  State  Senator  for 
a  term  of  two  years,  representing  the  First  District, 
which  comprised  the  counties  of  Richardson,  Paw- 
nee, Johnson,  Gage,  Clay,  Jefferson  and  all  the  un- 
organized territory  lying  to  the  westward.  Both 
in  the  House  and  Senate  Mr.  Butler  made  his 
mark,  and  did  good  service  for  his  constituents 
and  the  State,  and  it  was  as  a  result  of  the  ability 
then  manifested  and  recognized,  the  personal  wortii 
and  high  character  sustained  by  him,  that  he  was 
nominated  and  by  a  large  majority  vote  passed  by 
the  hand  of  the  people  to  the  highest  chair  of 
office  within  the  gift  of  the  people. 

Among  the  services  rendered  the  State  by  Mr. 
Butler  while  in  the  Legislature  may  be  mentioned 
the  introduction  of  a  bill  for  the  reapportioning  of 
Nebraska,  the  passage  of  which  he  worked  very 
hard  to  procure,  but  in  Legislative  halls  as  in  every 
other  tlie  green  eyed  monster  of  jealousy  is  bound 
to  find  admittance.  It  was  so  in  this  case,  and  to 
this  was  due  the  failure  of  our  subject  in  spite  of 
his  hard  work;  but  upon  renewing  the  fight  in  the 
Senate  he  was  successful  and  the  bill  went  through 
intact. 

Upon  retiring  from  public  life  Mr.  Butler  re- 
turned to  his  mercantile  pursuits  with  renewed 
ardor  and  prosperity,  and  he  has  continued  to  live 
in  Pawnee  City  or  its  immediate  vicinity  since. 

Gov.  Butler  was,  in  January,  1860,  united  in 
marriage  to  Miss  Lydia  Storey,  of  Bloomington, 
Ind.,  and  who  is  the  daughter  of  Harrison  Storey, 
Esq.  Of  this  happy  union  there  have  been  born 
four  children,  to  whoni  were  given  the  names : 
Violet  E.,  Seth  D.,  Durias  and   Paul. 

Gov.  Butler  is  a  genial,  affable  gentleman  of 
large  intelligence,  high  character  and  undoubted 
popularity.  Upon  the  4th  of  September,  1888,  he 
was  nominated  for  Governor  on  the  Union  Labor 
ticket,  and  is  now  stumping  the  State  in  behalf  of 
that  movement.  In  the  special  order  of  Odd  Fellow- 
ship Gov.  Butler  is  prominent  and  also  very  highly 
esteemed.  He  is  aftiliated  with  Interior  Lodge 
No.  9,  at  Pawnee   Cit}-. 
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ROBERT  WILKIN- 
SON FURNAS  was  the 
second  gentleman  to  re- 
ceive from  the  people  of 
the  State  the  high  honor 
of  being  elected  Gover- 
nor. He  was  chosen  to  fill  this  po- 
sition in  the  year  1873,  and  retired 
at  the  close  of  his  terra,  having 
earned  the  good-will,  respect  and 
admiration  of  the  whole  people  by 
reason  of  his  excellent  administra- 
tion. He  was  born  in  Troy,  Miami 
Co.,  Ohio,  on  the  oth  of  May,  1  824. 
His  parents  were  natives  of  South 
which  State  also  the  grandfather  had 
His  great-grandfather  was  a  member  of 
a  good  old  English  family,  and  was  born  at  Stand- 
ing Stone,  in  the  county  of  Cumberland,  England, 
lie  was  brought  up  and  educated  in  his  native  place, 
and  when  a  young  man  was  there  married,  and  then 
started  with  his  wife  for  the  New  World.  They 
landed  in  South  Carolina  about  the  year  1762. 
Thomas  Furnas,  the  third  child  of  John  and  Mary 
Furnas,  was  born  in  1768,  six  years  after  the  settle- 
ment of  his  parents  in  America,  as  above  noted. 
William  Furnas  was  the  fifth  child  and  only  son  of 
Thomas  and  Esther  Furnas.  The  chosen  occupa- 
tion of  this  interesting  family  for  several  genera- 
tions has  been  that  of  farming.  The  chief  institu- 
tion, at  that  time,  of  the  South,  in  connection  with 
all  labor,  especially  field  work,  was  that  of  slavery, 
and  the  members  of  the  early  generations  of  this 


family  were  most  conscientious  members  of  the 
Quaker  Church,  which  looked  upon  it  as  an  abomi- 
nation. This  was  the  occasion  finally  of  their  re- 
moval to  Ohio,  which  they  did  in  1804,  settling  in 
the  Miami  Valley.  It  was  in  the  home  there  estab- 
lished that  the  subject  of  this  sketch  was  born.  He 
is  the  eldest  of  a  family  of  three  children,  and  the 
only  one  now  living.  His  twin  brother  died  in  in- 
fancy, and  his  younger  sister  at  the  age  of  fifteen. 
In  1832  the  parents  of  our  subject  were  stricken 
down  by  the  ravages  of  that  dreaded  plague,  the 
cholera,  which  swept  over  the  country  at  that  time, 
taking  in  its  course,  old  and  young,  rich  and  poor, 
without  distinction.  In  this  trying  time  the  natural 
guardians  of  the  life  of  our  subject,  the  directors 
of  his  footsteps,  the  instructors  of  his  life,  were  re- 
moved, and  he  was  left  to  struggle  and  battle  in 
the  conflict  of  life  unaided  by  them.  Then,  when 
the  clouds  seemed  darkest  and  thickest,  his  grand- 
father stepped  forward  in  order  to  supply,  at  least 
in  some  measure,  the  place  thus  left  vacant,  and 
with  him  he  remained  until  he  reached  his  seven- 
teenth year,  working  on  the  farm  during  the  sum- 
mer, and  during  the  winter  attending  school.  He 
seized  every  opportunity  afforded  for  the  increase 
of  knowledge,  and  has  ever  continued  to  add  to  his 
store,  and  his  reputation  is  that  of  a  well-read, 
thoroughly  educated  gentleman. 

As  soon  as  our  subject  attained  tlic  above-men- 
tioned age,  he  went  to  Covington,  Ky.,  and  there 
served  an  apprenticeship  to  the  printing  business,  in 
the  office  of  the  Licking^  Valley  Register,  published 
by  Richard  C.  Langdon.     It  was  at  that  time  one 
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of  the  most  noted  newspapers,  and  its  editor,  one 
of  the  first  newspaper  men  in  the  West  or  South. 
Young  Furnas  remained  in  this  office  until  1843, 
and  acquired  a  large  store  of  practical  knowledge 
of  trade,  general  business,  and  life,  as  well  as  con- 
siderable information  upon  all  ordinary  topics,  be- 
sides the  specific  attainment  desired  in  the  knowl- 
edge of  the  business.  The  benefit  of  this  schooling 
is  perhaps  clearly  traceable  even  in  the  present,  and 
the  immediate  past.  Leaving  Covington  he  pro- 
ceeded to  Cincinnati,  opened  a  book  and  job  office, 
and  continued  in  the  printing  business  at  that  place 
for  two  years  with  good  success. 

Near  the  close  of  that  time,  and  in  the  year  1845, 
our  subject  was  united  in  marriage  with  Mary  S. 
McComas,  a  native  of  Ohio,  and  a  most  excellent 
lady,  one  who  has  the  power  and  ability  to  assist 
him  in  life,  and  fitted  to  grace  any  position  in  so- 
ciety, however  high.  There  have  been  born  of  this 
union  five  children. 

One  of  the  first  public  engagements  entered  into 
by  our  subject  when  he  became  a  voter  was  when,  in 
company  with  several  other  young  men,  he  felt  the 
necessity  of  education  as  the  means  necessary  to 
power  in  this  life  in  any  of  its  relations.  They 
bound  themselves  to  advocate  the  building  of  the 
school-house  in  Troy,  and  a  lot  was  reserved  for 
that  purpose.  Older  citizens,  perhaps  not  so  well 
alive  to  the  progressive  spirit  of  the  age,  thought  it 
unnecessary,  and  threw  in  the  way  a  thousand  ob- 
jections. The  young  men  were  defeated  at  the 
poles  the  first  year,  but  nothing  daunted  continued 
the  contest,  and  the  nest  year  carried  their  point 
by  a  small  majority,  with  the  result  that  a  $17,000 
school-house  was  erected,  and  has  stood  a  monu- 
ment to  the  enterprise  and  foresight  of  these  young 
men.  Upon  the  success  of  the  above  undertaking, 
Mr.  Furnas  was  elected  one  of  the  School  Directors, 
which  he  continued  to  be  until  his  removal  to  Ne- 
braska, when  he  resigned. 

Our  subject  was  only  twenty-throe  years  of  age 
when  he  became  proprietor  of  the  Troy  Times,  an 
organ  of  the  Whig  party,  of  which  also  he  was  the 
editor  and  publisher,  and  by  his  trenchant  articles 
did  much  service  in  the  Taylor  campaign.  In  1 852 
he  sold  this  paper,  and  was  engaged  first  as  Freight 
and  Ticket  Agent,  afterward  as  conductor  for  the 


Dayton  &  Michigan  Railroad,  continuing  until  1856. 
In  March  of  that  year  he  emigrated  to  this  State, 
established  himself  at  Brownvillc,  and  in  July  of 
the  same  year  established  the  Brownville  Advertiser, 
and  entered  the  arena  of  political  life.  He  became 
a  very  zealous  advocate  of  the  agricultural  and  edu- 
cational interests  of  the  State,  and  in  the  fall  of 
that  year  was  elected  to  the  Territorial  Legislature. 
Here  the  masterly  qualities  that  have  since  distin- 
guished him  before  the  State  were  made  manifest. 
During  his  term  of  office,  as  noted  in  the  foregoing 
paragraph,  our  subject  originated  the  school  system 
of  the  Territory,  which  was  modeled  in  its  general 
features  after  the  system  of  Ohio.  In  the  year  1858 
he  was  re-elected  and  again  took  his  seat  in  the 
Legislature.  In  1861  he  was  elected  Chief  Clerk, 
and  early  in  the  spring  was  commissioned  Colonel 
in  the  United  States  Regular  Army,  and  received 
orders  from  the  Secretar3-  of  War  to  organize  the 
loyal  Indians  and  have  them  mustered  into  the  serv- 
ice. He  was  successful  in  his  mission  and  raised 
three  regiments.  These  were  fully  equipped,  and 
Col.  Furnas  commanded  them  in  the  Southern  ex- 
pedition under  Gen.  Blunt,  which  took  in  the  bor- 
ders of  Kansas,  Missouri,  Arkansas  and  the  Indian 
Territory.  Resigning  his  commission  after  having 
done  splendid  work  with  his  command,  he  returned 
and  went  to  work  to  recruit,  and  established  the 
2d  Nebraska  Cavalry,  and  added  fresh  glories  to 
the  already  brilliant  record  of  military  achieve- 
ment. With  this  command  he  served  under  Gen. 
Sully  in  the  now  renowned  "Sully  expedition" 
against  the  Sioux  Indians,  wherein  they  were  pursued 
to  British  Columbia. 

The  next  four  years  our  subject  was  employed 
as  Indian  Agent  for  the  Omaha  and  Winnebago 
Indians,  which  he  resigned  to  take  his  place  at  the 
helm  of  the  State  as  already  recorded.  Among  the 
many  honors  worn  so  gracefully',  and  in  such  manly 
spirit,  arc:  Regent  of  the  State  University,  Presi- 
dent of  the  State  Board  of  Agriculture,  President 
of  the  State  Agricultural  Society,  President  of  tiie 
State  Soldiers'  Union,  Vice  President  of  the  National 
Pomological  Association,  Past  Grand  Master  of 
the  I.  O.  O.  F.,  Past  Grand  High  Priest,  and  Past 
Grand  Commander  of  the  Masonic  bodies  of  the 
State  of  Nebraska. 
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"WHl^^^T/  JI-AS  GARBER.  This  flis- 
f,['-w;»»afi^!2S0«  ,  .  tingiiished  and  well-known  cit- 
izen of  Nebraska  served  the 
State  most  acceptably  as  its 
Governor  for  tlie  two  torms, 
from  1874  to  1878.  He  was 
born  in  Logan  County,  Ohio, 
21,  1833.  There  he  passed 
boyhood  days,  attending  the 
tDniinon  schools  and  developing 
into  a  sturdy  and  promising  young 
nnn  At  the  early  age  of  seven- 
teen years  he  was  determined  to 
strike  out  for  himself  and  see  what 
he  could  do  toward  making  his  own 
living.  He  was  ambitious,  yet  we 
very  much  doubt  whether  the  beard- 
less young  man  who  turned  his  face  Westward  in 
1850  ever  had  the  remotest  idea  that  he  would 
himself  some  da^'  be  at  the  head  of  a  great  com- 
monwealth, that  would  be  created  still  further 
toward  the  setting  sun.  At  that  time  he  came  into 
Iowa,  which  was  receiving  such  floods  of  emigrants 
from  the  older  settled  States.  He  located  in  Clay- 
ton County  and  engaged  in  agricultural  pursuits, 
the  occupation  which  has  done  so  much  toward  de- 
veloping some  of  the  best  men  our  Nation  has 
produced.  His  life  for  some  years  was  uneventful. 
4» 


j  yet  he  was  being  disciplined  and  prepared  for  the 
I  honorable  and  useful  positions  he  was  to  fill  in 
;  after  years.  He  took  an  active  interest  in  all  pub- 
lic matters,  and  was  a  well-informed,  hard-working 
]   young  man. 

When  the  stars  and  stripes  which  had  so  long 
floated  above  Ft.  Sumter  were  fired  upon  and  the 
little  garrison  compelled  to  surrender,  the  patriot- 
ism of  the  North  was  aroused  as  never  before  in  the 
history  of  the  country.  Thousands  of  the  best 
men  of  the  Nation  immediately  volunteered  their 
services  to  aid  in  suppressing  the  monstrous  rebell- 
ion, wiiich  had  rei)l.aced  the  American  banner  with 
the  stars  and  bars.  Among  this  vast  arm3'  of  pa- 
triotic men  might  have  been  found  Silas  Giirber. 
He  was  mustered  into  the  3d  Missouri  Infantr}', 
which  was  known  as  the  famous  Lyon  Regiment. 
He  served  with  this  regiment  for  one  year,  when 
I  he  was  mustered  out  and  returned  to  Clayton 
County.  He,  however,  did  not  long  remain  in  the 
quiet  of  that  peaceful  section,  for  we  soon  again 
j  find  him  at  the  front.  Now  lie  is  First  Lieutenant 
[  of  Company  D,  27th  Iowa  Infantry,  which  he 
i  raised.  His  valiant  services  soon  received  recogni- 
tion, and  he  was  promoted  to  be  Captain  of  the 
company,  which  position  he  faithfull}-  and  alil}- 
fdled  until  the  close  of  the  war.  He  participated 
in  all  the  battles  of  the   Red    River  campaign,  and 
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Pleasaut  Hill.,  La.,  the  battles  of  Old  Oaks,  Miss., 
Nashville,  Tenn.,  and  others  uner  the  command  of 
Gen.  A.  J.  Smith. 

U()on  being  mustered  out  of  military  service 
Capt.  Garber  returned  to  Clayton  County,  but  soon 
thereafter  went  to  California,  where  he  passed  the 
next  four  years.  He  came  to  Nebraska  in  the  early 
part  of  1870,  and  found  a  suitable  location  in  Web- 
ster County,  where  he  still  resides,  being  the  oldest 
resident  in  Red  Cloud.  He  was  indeed  a  pioneer 
of  the  Great  West,  for  when  he  located  in  Webster 
County  there  were  but  two  settlers  in  the  count}'. 

Upon  locating  in  Red  Cloud  and  ever  since  Mr. 
Garber  has  taken  a  most  important  part  in  both 
her  business  and  political  affairs.  He  engaged  in 
farming  and  merchandising,  and  is  to-day  Presi- 
dent of  the  Farmers'  &   Merchants'  Banking  Com- 


pany of  that  city,  and  also  largely  identified  with 
its  material  interests.  He  was  chosen  the  first 
Probate  Judge  of  the  county,  and  also  represented 
his  district  in  the  Legislature,  and  served  for  one 
year  as  Register  of  the  United  States  Land  Office 
at  Lincoln. 

Capt.  Garber  became  popular  both  with  the  peo- 
ple and  the  politicians,  and  was  nominated  for 
Governor  by  the  Republican  Convention,  which 
assembled  at  Lincoln  Sept.  3, 1874,  and  was  elected 
by  a  handsome  majority.  He  served  so  acceptably 
that  he  was  renominated  by  the  convention  which 
met  Sept.  26,  1876.  He  was  again  endorsed  at  the 
polls  in  November,  and  served  until  the  close  of 
his  term  in  1878.  He  then  retired  to  his  home  at 
Red  Cloud,  where  he  has  since  resided,  a  highly 
respected  and  useful  citizen. 
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ALBINUS  NANCE. 
Fourth  Govcrnoi-  of  tliu 
State  of  Nel)i-aska,  and  in 
that  connection  the  recip- 
ient of  the  confidence,  ad- 
miration and  highest  es- 
teem of  the  people,  not  simply  of 
Nebraska,  but  wherever  his  most  ex- 
cellent administration  is  known.  If, 
however,  it  be  but  borne  in  mind 
that  Gov.  Nance  is  a  descendant  of 
a  long  line  of  noble  representatives 
of  a  certain  Huguenot  family,  whose 
members  were  of  the  stamp  and 
stuff  of  which  uTartyrs  and  heroes 
arc  made,  and  therefore  persons  of  thought,  con- 
viction and  strength  of  character,  it  is  not  surpris- 
ing that  lie  should  possess  the  same,  which  under 
the  more  happy  regriiie  of  present  government  and 
liberality  of  opinion,  should  bring  him  into  promi- 
nence and  enable  him  in  his  iiigh  station  to  sustain 
a  reputation  mostbrilliant. 

The  ancestors  of  (Jov.  Nance  on  liis  father's  side 
were  of  that  number  driven  from  France  by  the 
religious  intolerance  and  persecution  that  followed 
the  revocation  of  the  Edict  of  Nantes.  AVith  many 
olliers  similarly  situated  the}'  came  to  the  New 
World  and  formed  wiiat  became  a  very  prosperous 
commnnitv  in  the   State  of  North  Carolina,   their 


descendants 


North   and    Westward, 


in  tiie  vanguard  of  progress,  as  section  after  sec- 
tion and  district  after  district  were  located. 

The  subject  of  our  sketch  was  born  on  tlic  30th 
of  March,  1848,  at  Lafayette,  Stark  Co.,  III.,  and 
he  is  the  oldest  son  of  Dr.  Hiram  Nance,  for  many 
years  one  of  the  most  successful  physicians  and 
able  surgeons  in  Central  Illinois.  His  settlement 
in  that  State  dates  back  to  1836.  It  was  the  Far 
West  of  that  period,  and  was  filled  with  far  more 
of  danger,  difficulty  and  hardship,  and  demanded 
more  spirit,  bravery  and"  self-denial  than  is  con- 
ceivable in  these  days,  when  the  bands  of  steel  pass 
by  the  door  of  the  Western  pioneer,  and  thus 
bring  him  into  almost  immediate  contact  with  the 
great  world  of  civilization.  The  ancestry  of  Gov. 
Nance  upon  the  maternal  side  of  the  family  was 
Englisii.  The  maiden  name  of  his  mother  was 
Sarah  R.  Smith,  who  was  born  in  the  State  of  Ohio. 

At  the  outbreak  of  the  Civil  War  Albinus  was 
but  a  lad  of  thirteen,  but  his  patriotic  soul  was 
fired  with  loyal  enthusiasm,  and  he  chafed  severely 
at  the  restraint  of  years  that  prevented  him  taking 
a  more  able  stjuid  in  defense  of  the  Union.  At  a 
later  period  of  the  struggle  and  when  just  sixteen 
years  of  age,  he  enlisted  in  the  9th  Illinois  Cavalry. 
The  3'outhful  defender  and  intrepid  young  soldier 
was  mustered  in  contrary  to  lioth  the  wishes  and 
continued  earnest  protests  of  his  parents  and  friends. 
But  he  could  know  no  restraint  in  this  matter,  and 
was    determined   to   follow   the  stars    and    stripes. 
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and  to  defend  them  if   so  needed  until   the   death. 

He  continued  in  the  service  until  the  close  of  the 
war,  and  participated  as  an  active  combatant  in 
the  battles  of  Guntown,  Hurricane  Creek,  Franlclin, 
Nashville,  Tupelo,  Spring  Hill  and  Columbia,  Tenn. 
He  was  one  in  the  line  that  made  one  of  the  most 
daring  and  gallant  charges  at  the  battle  of  Nash- 
ville, and  was  slight!}'  wounded  in  the  same. 

The  necessity  for  war  being  passed,  Cavalryman 
Nance  returned  his  saber  to  its  sheath,  and  when 
the  regiment  disbanded  returned  to  his  home  and 
became  a  student  at  Knox  College,  Galesburg,  111., 
where  he  took  part  of  the  classic  course.  Soon 
after  leaving  college  he  commenced  the  stud}'  of 
law,  and  in  1870  was  admitted  to  the  bar  bj'  the 
Supreme  Court  of  Illinois,  after  passing  in  the  best 
possible  manner  a  very  rigid  examination. 

Standing  upon  the  threshold  of  life,  the  future 
stretching  before  him,  animated  by  the  grandeur 
of  the  prospect  supplied  by  hope  and  ambition,  the 
sul)ject  of  our  sketch  was  more  fascinated  and  im- 
pressed by  the  opportunities  and  inducements  held 
out  by  the  newer  countrj',  and  pursuant  thereto  he 
decided  to  come  to  Nebraska,  as  the  most  promis- 
ing of  all  the  States  and  Territories  of  that  mag- 
niScent  field.  This  was  in  1871.  He  secured  a 
homestead  in  Polk  County,  devoting  part  of  his 
time  to  farming,  but  the  larger  part  to  the  practice 
of  his  chosen  profession;  but  his  experience  was 
such  as  almost  invariably  follows — his  ability  was 
speedily  recognized  and  his  legal  work  rapidly 
grew  upon  his  hands,  and  before  long  he  left  his 
farm  to  sow  and  reap  in  other  fields,  at  once  more 
congenial  and  lucrative. 

In  accordance  with  the  decision  referred  to  in 
the  above  paragraph,  Mr.  Nance  removed  to  Osce- 
ola, the  count}'  seat  of  Polk  County,  where  before 
very  long  he  was  fully  established  in  legal  practice. 
In  1873  his  friends  submitted  his  name  to  the 
Republican  Convention  of  the  Thirteenth  Dis- 
trict for  Eepresentative  in  the  State  Legislature. 
The  counties  of  Adams,  Butler,  Clay,  Fillmore, 
Hamilton,  Platte,  Polk  and  York  sent  their  dele- 
gates, and  these  gentlemen  thus  representing  the 
interests  of  a  large  body  of  citizens  in  those  coun- 
ties, comprised  the  convention  to  which  his  name 
was    presented.     There  were   seven   candidates  in 


all,  and  each  candidate  had  his  circle  of  friends; 
these  were  diligent  in  season  and  out  of  season  to 
advance  the  interests  of  the  several  candidates. 
Naturally  a  long  and  exciting  contest  was  speedily 
commenced,  and  watched  with  deep  interest  by  all. 
In  order  that  the  reader  may  appreciate  the  posi- 
tion occupied  by  the  young  lawyer  in  the  estima- 
tion of  the  people,  and  the  impress  his  character 
and  ability  had  already  made,  we  would  notice 
that  after  several  ballots  liad  been  taken  the  an- 
nouncement was  made  that  Albinus  Nance  had 
received  the  nomination,  and  thus  began  his  po- 
litical career  with  a  clear  sun  and  a  fair    sky. 

The  principal  opponent  of  our  subject  in  the 
convention,  urged  by  his  friends,  and  spurred  on  by 
his  own,  doubtless,  laudable  ambition,  determined  to 
enter  the  field  as  an  independent  candidate,  and 
the  most  strenuous  efforts  were  made  to  defeat  the 
regular  candidate  of  the  convention,  but  without 
success.  The  election  showed  a  majority  of  about 
2,000  in  favor  of  the  subject  of  this  writing. 

In  1876  Mr.  Nance  was  one  of  the  six  delegates 
chosen  by  the  Republican  State  Convention  to 
represent  this  State  at  the  National  Convention  at 
Cincinnati,  and  was  by  his  fellows  elected  Chair- 
man of  the  delegation.  During  that  year  he  was 
renominated  for  the  Legislature,  indeed,  almost 
without  opposition,  and  at  the  opening  session  of 
the  Legislative  body  he  was  elected  Speaker  of  the 
House.  If  he  had  made  a  reputation  and  record  as 
a  member,  he  more  than  established  it,  and  added 
fresh  luster  in  his  more  advanced  position,  thus 
necessarily  bringing  himself  before  the  people,  who 
at  once  recognized  in  him  one  worthy  of  additional 
honors.  In  1878  the  Republican  State  Convention 
nominated  him  for  Governor,  and  he  was  elected 
by  a  large  majority.  In  1880  he  was  renominated 
by  acclamation  and  with  wild  enthusiasm,  and  re- 
elected by  a  majority  greatly  in  excess  of  any  other 
candidate  on  the  State  ticket. 

One  of  the  happiest  steps  ever  taken  by  Gov. 
Nance  was  that  of  his  union  in  matrimony  in  1875, 
when  he  became  the  husband  of  Miss  Sarah  White, 
daughter  of  Egbert  and  Mary  White,  of  Farragut, 
Iowa,  who  presented  her  husband  with  a  bright  and 
beautiful  little  daughter,  who  bears  the  name  of 
Nellie. 
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VMESW.  DAWES.  Tins  f,roi)tlc. 
man  was  elected  Governor  in  tlic 
"I  j-car  1883,  ami  such  was  his  of- 
ficial deportment  that  lie  was 
^-»>_  ifc/iJyv-  icnominatcd  with  enthusiasm, 
\^X^-'  'JsKS'j^'  "'1  re-elected  hy  an  apprecia- 
tive people.  lie  continued  to 
occupy  his  high  position  in  the 
service  of  the  State  until  the 
year  1887,  and  during  the  time 
„'ave  every  evidence  that  the 
confidence  of  those  who  had 
elected  him  in  his  honor,  man- 
lood  and  ability,  was  indeed 
well  founded.  He  was  the  fifth 
Governor  of  the  State.  Gov. 
Dawes  was  born  at  McConnelsville,  Morgan  Co., 
Ohio,  on  the  8th  of  January,  1845.  He  went  with 
his  parents  when  they  removed  to  Wisconsin  in 
185C.  The  rudiments  and  foundation  work  of  his 
education  were  received  in  Ohio,  but  in  the  Wiscon- 
sin schools  the  major  part  of  the  work  was  done,  and 
from  them  our  subject  was  graduated  with  a  good 
practical  English  education,  such  as  would  serve  in 
the  daily  affairs  of  life.  As  he  advanced  in  years  and 
was  capable  of  doing  more  service  upon  the  farm, 
he  attended  school  only  in  the  winters,  devoting 
the  summers  to  husbandry.  In  October,  18G4,  he 
was  engaged  in  clerking  for  G.  J.  Hansen  &  Co., 
who  were  engaged  as  general  merchants  at  Kilbourn 


City,  Wis.,  where  he  continued  until  October,  18G8, 
and  in  these  four  years  gained  invaluable  experience 
of  men  and  business,  adding  materially  to  his  store 
of  information,  and,  unknown  to  himself,  but  none 
the  less  really,  preparing  for  days  of  larger  oppor- 
tunity and  more  important  engagements. 

The  next  employment  taken  up  by  our  subject 
was  that  of  the  study  of  law,  which  he  began  and 
carried  on  with  his  cousin,  Julius  II.  Dawes,  Esq., 
of  Fox  Lake,  Wis.,  a  prominent  and  successful 
lawyer.  Here  our  subject  devoted  every  atten- 
tion, and  became  a  careful,  persevering  and  diligent 
student,  so  much  so  that  his  examination,  which  de- 
termined his  admission  to  the  bar,  was  unusually 
brilliant,  and  he  was  accordingly  admitted  with 
congratulations  upon  the  10th  of  January,  1871, 
and  began  the  practice  of  his  chosen  profession, 
which,  from  its  being  eminently  congenial  and  pe- 
culiarly well  adapted  to  one  of  his  ability  and 
mental  cast,  was  that  in  which  success  in  life  was 
more  completely  assured  him. 

Not  long  after  the  admission  of  our  subject  to 
the  bar  another,  and  if  anything  more  important, 
event  occurred.  It  was  that  of  his  marriage.  In- 
stances arc  far  too  common  where  an  error  of  judg- 
ment or  a  misplaced  confidence  at  such  time  has 
been  fraught  with  disastrous  results  to  both  con- 
tracting parties;  results  all  the  more  serious  because 
of  the  nature  and  faults  of  the  contract.     It  was  the 
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happiness  of  Mr.  Dawes  and  the  lady  of  his  choice 
to  be  mutually  compatible  in  disposition,  tastes, 
desires,  and  in  fact  all  the  varied  points  where  dif- 
ference of  sentiment  would  in  all  probability  lead, 
sooner  or  later,  to  a  breach  of  confidence  or  worse. 
This  union,  therefore,  has  brought  a  more  complete 
happiness,  a  more  perfect  felicity,  into  both  lives,  and 
has  made  the  home  all  that  could  be  desired.  This 
interesting  event  occurred  at  Fox  Lake,  and  was 
celebrated  on  the  11th  of  May,  1871. 

Our  subject  located  in  Crete,  of  this  State,  on 
the  5th  of  September,  1871,  with  the  intention  of 
engaging  for  a  time  in  mercantile  pursuits.  For 
some  years  he  continued  in  this  line  of  business 
with  an  ever-growing  success  and  enlarging  patron- 
age. In  March  of  1877  he  transferred  his  energies 
from  commercial  pursuits  to  tire  legal  profession, 
opening  a  law  office  at  Crete,  and  has  since  been 
one  of  the  leading  lights  of  the  Nebraska  bar.  He 
became  a  member  of  the  Nebraska  Constitutional 
Convention  of  1875,  and  the  following  year  was 
elected  State  Senator.  During  his  term  of  office 
he  won  from  all  golden  opinions  of  his  ability  and 
power,  and  his  sojourn  in  Senatorial  halls  was,  if 
anything,  more  pleasant  than  usual,  owing  to  his 
genial,  affable  and  courteous  manner,  which  won 
and  retained  many  much  valued  friendships,  and 
which  was  the  means  of  affording  him  larger  oppor- 
tunities than  might  have  otherwise  been  possible. 
His  record  in  this  connection  is  upon  the  books  of 
the  session,  andis  well  known,  and  does  not  there- 
foi'e  call  for  detailed  mention  in  such  a  writing  as 
the  present ;  suffice  it  here  to  remark  that  it  was  such 
as  to  ultimately  lead  to  his  election  to  the  highest 
official  chair  in  the  State.. 

From  May,  187G,  to  September,  1882,  inclusive, 
the  subject  of  this  sketch  continued  to  hold  the  po- 
sition as  Chairman  of  the  Republican  State  Central 
Committee  of  Nebraska.  The  long  continuance  and 
the  number  of  consecutive  terms  embraced  within 
the  above  dates  speak  more  clearly  and  emphatically 
his  ability  and  power  than  anything  that  might  be 
said  in  addition.  Mr.  Dawes  was  fui'ther  honored 
by  being  elected  delegate  to  the  Republican  Na- 
tional Convention  at  Chicago,  in  June  of  1880. 
This  it  will  be  remembered  was  the  convention  that 
nominated  the  noble,  but  ill-fated,  James  A.   Gar- 


field.  The  delegation  of  which  he  was  a  member 
at  this  time  unanimously  named  him  as  a  member 
of  the  National  Republican  Committee  for  Nebraska 
for  a  term  of  four  years,  which  it  was  his  privilege 
to  serve  with  every  satisfaction  to  all  jiarties  con- 
cerned for  that  period. 

Few  men  ever  felt  more  the  need  of  education 
for  a  people  who  governed  themselves  than  Gov. 
Dawes.  The  absolute  necessity  of  universal  educa- 
tion, wide  in  scope,  complete  in  curriculum,  ex- 
haustive in  detail,  practical  in  its  aim  and  general 
utility,  was  evident  to  him,  and  he  was  tiierefore 
deeply  interested  in  educational  matters,  and  his 
sympathies  were  always  assured  for  matters  con- 
nected therewith.  He  has  served  in  several  offices 
connected  with  this  department,  the  most  important, 
perhaps,  being  those  of  Trustee  and  Secretai-y  of  the 
Doane  College,  which  is  situated  at  Crete.  The 
duties  of  these  offices  have  engaged  his  attention 
since  the  year  1875. 

The  crowning  glory  of  the  official  life  and  public 
service  of  the  subject  of  our  sketch  was  that  whicli 
identified  him  with  the  chief  office  of  the  State.  In 
the  year  1882  he  was  nominated  by  the  Republican 
party  for  Governor.  His  life  was  well  known,  his 
character  thoroughly  understood,  his  past  services 
remembered  and  appreciated,  and  accordingly  he 
was  received  with  much  favor,  and  elected  amid  the 
plaudits  of  the  whole  people.  He  entered  upon  the 
duties  of  his  high  office  in  Januarj',  1883,  continu- 
ing to  discharge  the  same  throughout  the  usual  pe- 
riod of  two  years.  At  the  expiration  thereof  he 
was  again  nominated  by  his  party  and  re-elected 
by  the  people,  and  for  a  second  term  continued  to 
discharge  his  duties  as  before.  Is  any  further 
proof  of  his  ability,  honor,  manhood  and  faithful- 
ness demanded.?  Can  any  mere  verbose  compli- 
mentary eulogium  express  as  much  as  this,  especially 
when  it  is  reinforced  by  all  the  accompanying  marks 
of  confidence  and  regard  of  the  people  ?  Gov.  Dawes 
will  long  be  remembered,  having  won  a  warm  place 
in  the  hearts  and  memories  of  the  people,  together 
with  his  most  excellent  administration  of  affairs, 
which  from  first  to  last  materially  assisted  the  onward 
march  and  development  of  Nebraska  as  a  State,  and 
aided  in  placing  her  among  the  very  first  of  all  States 
of  the  greatest  Republic  the  w-orld  has  ever  known. 
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Tliis  distinguished  gentle- 
man, whom  Nebraska  de- 
j;htod  to  honor  by  the 
gift  of  tiie  highest  ofHoe 
in  its  power  to  bestow,  was 
elected  thereto  by  an  overwhelming 
majority  in  the  autumn  of  1886,  and 
^^  b}'  his  wise  administration  of  affairs, 
his  excellent  executive  ability,  has 
since  fully  justified  this  enthusiastic 
choice.  The  place  of  the  nativity  of 
our  subject  is  Bellingham,  Norfolk 
Co.,  Mass. ;  he  is  the  sou  of  Elias  and 
Ruth  (Staples)  Thayer.  The  chosen 
occupation  of  the  father  was  farming,  and  in  the 
physical  and  moral  healthful  environment  of  pasto- 
ral life  our  subject  was  brought  up. 

The  smallest  part  of  man  is  the  physical,  that  can 
be  weighed  avoirdupois  and  measured  with  a  tape 
line;  a  far  greater  and  nobler  is  that  of  stamp  di- 
vine— the  mind,  which  is  the  true  "standard  of  the 
man.''  Having  in  mind  the  importance  of  proper 
instruction,  in  order  to  the  proper  use  of  this  most 
wonderful  instrument,  our  subject,  after  the  usual 
l)reparator3'  instruction,  attended  the  classes  at 
Brown  University,  from  which  institution  he  was 
grad  uated  in  1  S47.  The  law  was  the  chosen  profession 
of  our  subject,  and  at  It  he  worked  assiduously  un- 
til the  year  1854,  still  continuing  a  resident  of  his 
native  State,  and  at  that  time  he  removed  to  the 
State  of  Nebraska. 


Omaha,  then  a  rising  young  town,  with  a  newly 
opened  and  undeveloped  tcrrritory  all  around  it, 
afforded  a  good  field  for  a  young  man  of  education, 
enterprise,  enthusiasm  and  energy,  to  "  rise  up  with 
the  country."  In  the  year  1855  the  political  arena 
was  entered.  Mr.  Thayer  became  one  of  four  can- 
didates for  Congressional  honors;  a  splendid  run  for 
the  office,  however,  resulted  only  in  defeat,  the  suc- 
cessful candidate  being  Fenner  Ferguson.  The  fol- 
lowing year  was  remarkable  as  that  in  which  the 
now  "grand  old  party"  was  organized.  The  con- 
vention was  held  at  Bellevue,  and  our  subject  was 
a  candidate  for  the  party  nomination,  but  was  de- 
feated by  Mr.  Daily.  This  experience  was  repeated 
in  every  particular  in  June  of  18G0.  He  was  suc- 
cessful in  receiving  the  nomination  to  the  Territorial 
Legislature,  and   served  the   session  of  18C0-G1. 

Our  subject  entered  the  service  of  the  United 
States  at  the  beginning  of  the  Civil  War,  and  re- 
ceived the  commission  of  Colonel  of  the  1st  Ne- 
braska Infantry.  In  the  j-ear  1855  he  had  been 
elected  by  the  Territorial  Legislature  Brigadier 
General  of  the  Territorial  Militia,  and  afterward 
promoted  to  that  of  Major  General  of  the  militia. 
While  in  these  positions  he  was  frequently  led  into 
engagements  more  or  less  serious  on  the  frontier, 
the  enemies  being  the  aborigines  of  that  section, 
who  at  that  time  had  not  entirely  ceased  their  old 
habits  of  depredation.  The  intimate  knowledge  of 
our  subject  concerning  the  Indians,  their  surround- 
ings, their  attitude,  their  feelings,  and  their  chiefs, 
were  all  of  immense   value  to  him.     As  a  case  in 
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point,  which  we  miglit  mention,  our  subject  was  ap- 
pointed by  Gov.  Izard  to  act  in  conjunction  with 
Gov.  O.  D.  Richardson,  to  inquire  into  certain  out- 
rages by  Pawnees,  to  meet  them  in  council  and  ef- 
fect a  treaty  with  them ;  in  this  they  were  fairly 
successful.  But  later  events  proved  the  lesson  was 
but  poorly  learned  by  the  Indians.  In  1858,  with 
a  command  of  194  volunteers,  our  subject  went  out 
after  the  same  tribe,  certain  of  their  number  having 
murdered,  maltreated  and  robbed  the  settlers.  He 
captured  the  entire  tribe  after  a  stubbornly  con- 
tested battle,  which  was  fought  on  the  grounds  oc- 
cupied by  the  town  of  Battle  Creek,  which  derives 
its  name  from  that  event. 

As  Colonel  of  the  1st  Nebraska  Infantry,  our 
subject  did  good  work  in  behalf  of  the  Union,  and 
it  was  not  long  before  his  superior  military  powers 
attracted  attention,  and  he  was  promoted  to  be 
Brigadier  General  and  breveted  Major  General.  At 
Ft.  Donelson  and  Shiloh  he  commanded  a  brigade 
in  such  excellent  manner  as  led  to  the  above  honor. 
Through  the  siege  of  Vicksburg  and  the  capture  of 
Jackson,  Miss.,  he  also  commanded  a  brigade,  and 
for  a  time  a  division.  The  confidence  of  the  com- 
manders in  him  was  such  that  at  the  assault  at 
Chickasaw  Bayou,  one  of  the  storming  columns  was 
confided  to  his  care.  In  this  fight  he  had  his  horse 
shot  under  him,  and  again  while  leading  a  charge  at 
Arkansas  Post.  All  the  essential  features,  charac- 
teristics and  traits  of  the  successful  soldier  were 
possessed  by  him,  and  this  being  recognized  resulted 
in  the  Army  of  the  Frontier  being  given  him  to 
command.  Throughout  his  service  in  military-life 
he  was  a  true  soldier,  a  favorite  with  his  men,  who 
were  confident  that  he  would  lead  them  to  success 
and  victory;  j-ospected  by  his  officers,  who  vvell 
knew  his  sagacity  and  military  genius,  largely  the 
result  of  his  long  experience  on  the  frontier. 

In  political  matters  our  subject  was  a  Democrat 
until  the  repeal  of  the  Missouri  Compromise.  He 
sympathized  with  the  Free-Soil  movement,  but  be- 
ing in  the  Territory  he  could  not  vote.  In  the  year 
1856  he  supported  Fremont,  and  since  that  time  has 
continued  a  stanch  Republican.  Upon  the  admis- 
sion of  Nebraska  as  a  State,  Mr.  Thayer  was  elected 
United  States  Senator  in  the  election  of  18C6,  and 
served  faithfully  until  the  close  ot  his  term.  At  the 
^, . 


expiration  thereof  he  was  appointed  by  Gen.  Grant 
the  Governor  of  Wyoming  Territory.  In  this  office 
the  qualities  that  had  made  him  successful  in  civil 
life,  that  had  made  him  a  military  leader  and  com- 
mander, the  ability  that  had  been  developed  for  the 
handling  of  large  bodies  of  men,  the  harmonizing 
of  heterogeneous  elements,  combined  to  make  his 
Governorship  one  worthy  of  note,  and,  doubtless, 
was  the  cause  of  the  confidence  expressed  by  the  peo- 
ple of  Nebraska  in  after  da3's. 

The  home  of  our  subject  is  one  that  bears  in  its 
every-day  life  and  happiness  a  brightness  and  com- 
pleteness that  is  more  to  be  desired  than  the  amass- 
ing of  riches,  the  accumulation  of  power,  or  the 
right  to  sway  the  scepter  of  authority.  He  was 
united  in  the  holy  bonds  of  matrimony  with  Mary 
T.  Allen,  a  lady  possessing  a  disposition,  character 
and  intelligence,  most  beautiful,  admirable  and  clear, 
one  who  has  been  trained  to  follow  closely  the  Great 
Exemplar  of  the  true  life.  She  is  the  daughter  of 
the  Rev.  John  Allen,  a  clergyman  of  the  Baptist 
Church,  a  native  of  Massachusetts. 

Gov.  Thayer,  though  not  a  member  of  any  spe- 
cial denomination,  is  a  firm  believer  in  the  Christian 
religion,  and  always  has  been.  His  family  adliere 
to  the  faith  of  the  Baptist  Church,  of  which  also  his 
parents  were  members.  In  that  communion,  also, 
he  was  trained  and  brought  up,  and  he  has  al- 
ways retained  a  great  desire  to  iielp  forward  every 
movement  of  religious  nature;  whenever  it  has  been 
possible  to  elevate  the  moral  standard  of  the  people, 
his  active  sympathies  were  engaged.  One  feature 
of  his  Governorship  has  been  his  evident  anxietj^ 
that  a  more  general  and  heartj'  acquiescence  to  a 
higher  moral  and  religious  standard  should  obtain, 
and  whatever  enterprises,  projects,  societies  or  asso- 
ciations, looked  to  this  as  their  aim  and  object,  were 
at  all  times  sure  of  his  hearty  sympathy  and  support. 

As  noted  above,  our  subject  stood  before  the 
people  of  Nebraska  in  the  year  1886  as  candidate 
for  Governor.  He  was  warmly  received,  actively 
and  heartily  supported,  and  enthusiastically  elected 
by  a  majority  of  25,000,  in  which  he  ran  about  2,000 
ahead  of  his  ticket.  His  administration  has  revealed 
the  wisdom  of  this  choice,  and  it  is  not  too  much  to 
say  that  the  citizens  of  Nebraska  have  at  no  time 
had  occasion  to  repent  of  their  choice. 
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iHE  time  has  arrived   when   it 
becomes  the    duty    of   the 
people  of  this  count)'  to  per- 
petuate the  names  of  their 
pioneers,  to  furnish  a  record 
of   their    early     settlement, 
and  relate  the  story  of  their 
progress.     The  civilization  of  our 
day,  the  enlightenment  of  the  age 
and  the  duty  that  men  of  the  pres- 
ent lime  ovi^e  to  their  ancestors,  to 
themselves  and  to  their  posterity, 
demand  that  a  record  of  their  lives 
and  deeds  should  be  made.  In  bio- 
iphical  history  is  found  a  power 
\j< '"'■^y^'^'.a^        '■°  ''^st'^^'^t  man  by  precedent,  to 
*>,VVjW<*'       enliven  the  mental  faculties,  and 
^  ^  to  waft  down  the  river  of  time  a 

safe  vessel  in  whicli  the  names  and  actions  of  the 
people  who  contributed  to  raise  this  country  from  its 
primitive  state  may  be  preserved.  Surely  and  rapidly 
the  great  and  aged  men,  who  in  their  prime  entered 
the  wilderness  and  claimed  the  virgin  soil  as  their 
heritage,  are  passing  to  their  graves.  The  number  re- 
maining who  can  relate  the  incidents  of  the  first  days 
Df  settlement  is  becoming  small  indeed,  so  that  an 
actual  necessity  exists  for  the  collection  and  |)reser- 
vation  of  events  without  delay,  before  all  the  early 
settlers  are  cut  down  by  the  scytlie  of  Time. 

To  be  forgotten  has  been  the  great  dread  of  mankind 
from  remotest  ages.  All  will  be  forgotten  soon  enough, 
in  spite  of  their  best  works  and  the  most  e.irnest 
efforts  of  their  friends  to  perserve  the  memory  of 
their  lives.  The  means  employed  to  ptevent  oblivion 
and  to  perpetuate  their  memory  has  been  in  propor- 
tion to  the  amount  of  intelligence  they  possessed. 
The  pyramids  of  Egypt  were  built  to  perpetuate  the 
names  and  deeds  of  their  great  rulers.  TJie  exhu- 
mations made  by  the  archeologists  of  Egypt  from 
buried  Memphis  indicate  a  desire  of  those   people 


to  perpetuate  the  memory  of  their  achievements 
The  erection  of  the  great  obelisks  were  for  t!;e  same 
purpose.  Coming  down  to  a  later  period,  we  find  the 
(ireeks  and  Romans  erecting  mausoleums  and  monu- 
ments, and  carving  out  statues  to  chronicle  their 
great  achievements  and  carry  them  down  the  ages. 
It  is  also  evident  that  the  Mound-bu'lders,  in  piling 
up  their  great  mounds  of  earth,  had  but  this  idea — 
to  leave  something  to  sjiow  that  they  had  lived.  All 
these  works,  though  many  of  them  costly  in  the  ex- 
treme, give  but  a  faint  idea  of  the  lives  and  cliarac 
ters  of  those  whose  memory  they  were  intended  to 
perpetuate,  and  scarcely  anything  of  the  masses  of 
the  people  that  then  lived.  The  great  pyramids  and 
some  of  the  obelisks  remain  objects  only  of  curiosity ; 
the  mausoleums,  monuments  and  statues  are  crum- 
bling into  dust. 

It  was  left  to  modern  ages  to  establish  an  intelli- 
gent, undecaying,  immutable  method  of  perpetuating 
a  full  history — immutable  in  that  it  is  almost  un- 
limited in  extent  and  iierjjetual  in  its  action;  and 
this  is  through  the  art  of  printing. 

To  the  present  generation,  however,  we  are  in- 
debted for  the  introduction  of  the  admirable  system 
of  local  biography.  By  this  system  every  man,  thougli 
he  has  not  achieved  what  the  world  calls  greatness, 
has  the  means  to  perpetuate  his  life,  his  liistory, 
through  the  coming  ages. 

The  scythe  of  Time  cuts  down  all ;  nothing  of  the 
physical  man  is  left.  The  monument  which  his  chil- 
dren or  friends  may  erect  to  his  memory  in  the  ceme- 
tery will  crumble  into  dust  and  pass  away;  but  his 
life,  his  achievements,  the  work  he  has  accomplished, 
which  otherwise  would  be  forgotten,  is  perpetuated 
by  a  record  of  this  kind. 

To  preserve  the  lineaments  of  our  companions  we 
engrave  their  portraits,  for  the  same  reason  we  col- 
lect the  attainable  facts  of  their  history.  Nor  do  we 
think  it  necessary,  as  we  speak  only  truth  of  them,  to 
wait  until  they  are  dead,  or  until  those  who  know 
them  are  gone:  to  do  this  we  are  ashamed  only  to 
puljlish  to  the  world  the  liislory  of  tliose  whose  lives 
are  unworthy  of  public  record. 
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ALGERNON  SIDNEY 
PADDOCK.  Every  ex- 
pression of  life,  aiul  even 
the  vei-}'  secret  thoughts 
of  the  soul,  are  revealed 
through  the  light  and 
shade  and  form  of  the  human  brain, 
face  and  figure.  We  have  in  this 
instance  an  expressive,  not  to  say 
speaking,  countenance.  Through  it 
we  have  a  sure  and  complete  reve- 
lation of  character.  Mr.  Paddock 
has  a  large  head,  supported  by  a 
robust,  athletic  frame.  The  mass 
of  brain  occupies  the  frontal  or  in- 
telleclual  cavity.  Broad  between  the  ears  indicates 
a  degree  of  hiveceiti'  that  insures  him  against  all 
unnecessary  encroachments;  is  rather  neurotic  for  a 
man  of  lymphatic  temperament:  prefers  some  noetic 
pursuit  to  manual  labor  without  a  tinge  of  the 
groutnol;  is  jocose  without  being  battle,  and  de- 
spises nugaeity  in  every  form.  In  disposition  he 
is  temperate  with  a  liberal  degree  of  jocunditj', 
and  is  inclined  to  the  sunny  side  of  life;  a  little 
tinged  with  adiaphorous  tendencies,  but  large  per- 
ceptive faculties  insure  accretive  results.  Individ- 
uality, eventuality  and  human  nature  are  strongly 
marked,  with  scarcely  a  tinge  of  the  marvelous, 
and  a  reverence  for  only  what  is  right  and  true. 
His  religious  professions  would  be  from  association 
rather  than  inclination.     He  is  no  political  kablah, 


assuming  a  recinnluMjt  ^insitidn  at  the  fccL  ul'  politi- 
cal blatherskites.  He  would  as  soon  beg  lor  bread 
as  for  office,  and  detests  the  one  as  he  justly  loathes 
the  other.  In  life  he  has  but  one  course,  and  that 
is  indicated  by  the  word  manhood.  If  he  obtains 
an  oHice  it  must  seek  the  man.  A  thick  upper  lip 
and  full  eyes  indicate  a  frank,  generous  nature;  an 
.aquiline  nose  and  a  well  set  brow  indicate  firmness 
and  decision.  He  has  a  wonderful  degree  of  con- 
fidence in  man,  and  does  not  believe  his  condition 
to  be  as  deplorable  as  represented  in  the  creeds  of 
the  churches.  He  interprets  God  by  the  light  of 
nature,  and  the  Bible  by  the  rule  of  Universalism, 
although  he  may  be  ignor.ant  of  the  name  or  tenets 
of  that  faith,  yet  his  head  and  his  heart  are  full  of 
it,  and  outward  forms  cannot  disguise  the  fact.  In 
his  mental  composition  there  is  a  good  share  of  the 
poetry  of  life ;  is  possessed  of  good  language,  and 
a  little  more  self-confidence,  with  the  necessary  ex- 
perience, would  ni.ake  him  a  successful  public  speaker. 
The  magnetism  of  his  presence  alw.ays  commands 
respect;  his  earnest  expression  secures  friends,  and 
his  free  and  social  nature  retains  them.  Opposite 
his  name  we  write  "success,"  be  his  undertaking 
what  it  may. 

A.  S.  Paddock  is  a  native  of  the  Empire  State, 
and  w.as  born  at  Glens  Falls,  Warren  County,  Nov. 
5,  1830.  He  is  of  English  ancestry,  on  bis  father's 
side  springing  from  the  early  I'urilan  colonists  of 
Connecticut;  un  his  mother's  side  lie  is  also  of 
Puritan  blood,  her  name   being   AVells  and    a  dc- 
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scendant  of  the  Sherman  family,  being  through  his 
ancestors  remotely  connected  on  one  side  with  Gid- 
eon Wells,  and  on  the  other  with  Gen.  W.  T.  Sher- 
man. Ira  A.  Paddock,  the  father  of  the  subject  of 
this  sketch,  was  a  native  of  Glens  Falls,  where  his 
father  lived  for  many  years,  but  removed  to  the 
Green  Mountain  State  when  Ira  was  a  mere  lad. 
Growing  to  manhood  he  began  life  for  himself, 
settled  in  Glens  Falls,  married  him  a  wife,  and  en- 
gaged in  the  practice  of  law  as  a  means  of  liveli- 
hood, which  he  followed  for  thirty  years.  He  was 
a  man  of  marked  character  and  ability,  one  of  the 
most  prominent  leaders  of  the  old  Whig  party  in 
Northern  New  York,  and  assisted  in  organizing  the 
Republican  party  afterward.  He  died  where  he 
had  spent  the  vigor  of  a  lifetime,  in  August,  1862, 
full  of  the  glory  that  crowns  a  royal  life. 

Young  Paddock  entered  Glens  Falls  Academy 
at  the  age  of  thirteen  years,  and  pursued  the  usual 
academical  studies  until  his  eighteenth  year.  During 
this  time  he  paid  his  own  tuition  by  sweeping  and 
keeping  otherwise  in  order  the  rooms  occupied  by 
the  male  department  of  the  academy.  He  made  ar- 
rangements to  enter  Union  College,  advanced  to 
the  senior  year,  but  finally  gave  it  up  and  turned  his 
face  westward,  locating  in  Detroit,  Mich.,  to  which 
place  an  elder  brother  had  preceded  him,  a  grad- 
uate of  Union  College  and  now  a  prominent  law3'er 
in  New  York  City.  In  Detroit  he  assisted  his 
brother  for  eight  months  in  the  school-room,  and 
then  returned  to  New  York  and  engaged  in  teach- 
ing in  a  district  school  with  marked  succees.  Dur- 
ing his  term  of  teaching  he  devoted  his  leisure  time 
to  the  study  of  law.  He  continued  his  readings  for 
over  a  year,  but  not  with  the  full  intention  of  en- 
tering the  profession.  In  May,  1857,  Mr.  Paddock 
came  to  Nebraska  and  pre-empted  a  beautiful  farm 
at  Ft.  Calhoun,  which  he  yet  retains.  He  took 
an  interest  in  the  growth  and  development  of 
that  town,  with  which  he  was  closely  identified  for 
several  years.  In  1856  he  worked  and  voted  for 
Fremont  for  President.  He  was  also  a  participant 
in  the  organization  of  the  Republican  party  in  Ne- 
braska, and  has  ever  been  devoted  to  its  policy  as 
enunciated  by  party  platforms  from  time  to  time. 
Mr.  Paddock  engaged  on  the  editorial  department 
of  the  Omaha  Republican,  for  which  he  was  a  regu- 


lar contributor,  doing  a  liberal  share  of  the  edito- 
rial work  during  a  part  of  the  years  1858  and  1859, 
and  for  some  time  afterward.  He  attended  the 
first  informal  meeting  of  Republicans  in  1859,  for 
the  purpose  of  a  permanent  organization,  and  was 
a  delegate  from  Washington  County  in  the  conven- 
tion for  the  perfection  of  the  work.  This  conven- 
tion, held  at  Bellevue,  nominated  S.  G.  Daily  for 
Congress,  supported  him  earnestly,  canvassing  the 
entire  North  Platte  country  with  him.  After  the 
certificates  of  election  had  been  given  to  Experience 
Estabrook,  he  superintended  the  getting  of  testi- 
mony for  a  contest,  and  furnished  the  means  to 
defray  the  expenses  of  the  same.  Mr.  Daily  was 
successful  and  obtained  his  seat.  Mr.  Paddock 
was  a  delegate  to  the  Chicago  Convention  that 
nominated  Abraham  Lincoln  for  President  in  1860, 
but  voted  for  W.  H.Seward  on  every  ballot.  After 
the  nomination  of  Lincoln  he  went  to  New  York 
and  spent  three  months  in  canvass  and  work  for 
the  success  of  the  Republican  party.  The  papers 
were  exceedingly  complimentary  of  his  efforts  in 
the  city  and  northern  counties  of  the  State. 

Through  the  influence  of  the  members  of  the  New 
York  Legislature,  United  States  Senators,  Presi- 
dential Electors  and  Central  Committee,  he  was 
nominated  for  the  position  of  Secretary  of  Nebraska 
Territory.  This  nomination  was  endorsed  by  Sec- 
retary Seward,  a  warm  personal  friend,  and  his 
nomination  confirmed  by  the  Senate.  He  entered 
upon  the  discharge  of  his  duties  April  1,  1861. 
He  attended  faithfully  to  business,  and  during  the 
frequent  absence  of  Gov.  Saunders  performed  the 
duties  of  Governor.  He  took  an  active  part  in 
the  organization  of  the  1st  Nebraska  Regiment; 
bonded  the  Territorial  debt,  raising  the  value  of 
lionds  from  thirty  cents  to  par;  obtained  orders  for 
organizing  two  companies  of  cavalry,  and  after- 
ward the  2d  Nebraska  Cavalry.  In  1864  he  re- 
ceived a  majority  of  votes  in  the  convention  for 
nomination  as  delegate  to  Congress,  but  was  de- 
feated bj'  a  mistake  in  the  counting  of  votes,  which 
was  afterward  discovered  and  admitted.  He  was 
a  delegate  to  the  Baltimore  Convention,  which  re- 
nominated Lincoln  for  the  Presidency.  He  took 
an  active  part  in  the  canvass  for  the  organization 
of  a  State  government.     The  nomination  for  Gov- 
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ernor  was  unanimously  tendered  to  Mr.  Paddock, 
but  was  declined  and  Butler  placed  on  the  ticisct. 
He  was  tlie  first  choice  of  six  votes,  and  the  second 
choice  of  a  majority  in  the  Republican  caucus  for 
United  States  Senator,  but  was  finally  defeated  by 
John  M.  Thayer.  The  known  conservatism  of  Mr. 
Padilock  had  much  to  do  with  this  result.  lie  was 
afterward  nominated  for  Congress,  but  defeated  by 
John  Taffe.  No  supporter  of  John  Taffe,  in  [iul)lic 
speech  or  otherwise,  ever  couiplimented  him  more 
highly  than  did  Mr.  Paddock.  Mr.  Paddock  was 
nominated  by  President  Johnson  for  Governor  of 
Wyoming,  but  the  nomination  was  withdrawn  on 
account  of  there  being  no  appropriation  to  dcfiay 
the  expenses  of  a  Territorial  Government.  Tliis 
nomination  was  confirmed  at  an  extra  session  of 
Congress  in  July,  1868,  before  the  withdrawal  of 
his  name.  When  Congress  met  again  in  Decem- 
ber, Mr.  Paddock  wrote  to  the  President  declining 
tlie  appointment.  In  1868  he  worked  for  the  elec- 
tion of  Grant,  and  for  the  re-election  of  Taffe  for  a 
third  Congressional  term.  He  has  always  been  a 
consistent,  conservative  Republican,  doing  what  he 
deemed  to  be  for  the  best  good  of  the  country,  in 
whose  prosperity  he  felt  an  abiding  interest. 

In  tlie  absence  of  the  chief  executive  of  the  Ter- 
ritory, it  became  the  duty  of  tlie  Secretary  to  as- 
sume the  duties  of  the  executive  oftice,  and  in  this 
capacity  he  served  during  the  Twelfth  Territorial 
Council,  convened  at  Omaha,  Jan.  10,  1807.  Ills 
message  to  the  Legislature  was  judiciously  framed, 
setting  forth  plainly  the  varied  interests  of  the 
young  Territory.  lie  considered  a  union  of  North 
and  South  Platte  of  paramount  interest,  in  refer- 
ence to  which  he  said  : 

"The  construction  of  a  bridge  over  the  Platte 
River  is  a  much  needed  improvement.  The  cross- 
ing of  this  stream,  always  difficult,  is  at  certain 
seasons  of  the  year  an  utter  impossibility,  and  com- 
munication between  twogre.at  sections  of  the  Terri- 
tory for  this  reason  extremely  limited.  A  journey 
to  the  Territorial  capital  from  some  of  the  most 
populous  counties  south  of  the  Platte  is  considered 
quite  as  difficult  to  perform,  on  account  of  the 
dangers  and  delays  in  crossing  the  Platte,  as  one  to 
St.  Louis,  500  miles  distant,  and  from  the  North 
Platte  the  journey  to  Chicago  is  quite  as  cheerfully 
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undertaken  as  one  .across  the  Platte  into  the  rich 
grain-growing  districts  below  it.  Such  an  obstacle 
to  commercial  intercourse  between  the  two  sections 
should  be  immediately  removed,  if  it  is  in  the  power 
of  the  people  to  do  it.  It  is  not  at  all  strange  that 
with  such  a  barrier  in  the  w.ay  of  travel  and  com- 
merce, the  people  of  both  sections  should  not  only 
lose  their  .active  sympathy  for  and  interest  in  each 
other,  but  that  they  should  be  easily  led  into  mis- 
understandings and  jealousies,  rivalries  and  strife. 
The  whole  Territory  would  be  iirconceivably  bene- 
fited by  this  improvement.  The  people  have  it  in 
their  power  to  accomplish  it  without  an  additional 
dollar  of  taxation,  and  I  think  we  may,  during  this 
session,  very  easily  and  very  properly  fix  the  d.ay 
for  the  celebration  of  the  union  of  the  two  sections 
by  a  good  and  substantial  free  bridge  over  the 
Platte.  I  urge  upon  you,  therefore,  the  early  con- 
sideration of  this  important  subject,  with  the  as- 
surance  that  you  will  have  the  hearty  concurrence 
of  the  Executive  in  any  well  considered  measure 
which  will  result  in  securing  this  great  improve- 
ment to  the  Territory.  In  my  opinion  this  bridge 
should  be  free  to  all  who  may  desire  to  use  it.  If 
we  were  obliged  to  borrow  money  for  its  construc- 
tion, thereby  entailing  a  debt  upon  the  Territory 
with  annual  payment  of  interest,  the  case  would  be 
different;  but,  having  the  money  in  hand,  and 
knowing  as  we  do  that  the  interests  of  all  sections 
are  involved,  I  think  there  can  be  no  good  reason 
offered  against  a  free  bridge.  The  revenues  from 
Government  toll  bridges  are  not  infrequently  less 
than  the  expense  of  collection,  and  a  bridge  over 
the  Platte,  at  best,  could  not  be  expected  to  yield 
any  considerable  revenue;  but  even  if  it  were  sure 
to  do  so,  it  would  be  more  in  consonance  with  the 
liberal  and  progressive  spirit  of  our  people  to  make 
it  free  to  all." 

This  lesson  is  still  a  necessity,  as  the  causes  that 
produced  the  alienation  have  not  yet  been  removed, 
although  somewhat  lessened  in  degree  of  antipathy. 
His  conservatism  m.ay  be  more  readily  under- 
stood by  the  following  extract  from  the  same  mes- 
sage.    He  Siiys : 

"Unhappily  the  Nation  has  n(^t  yet  experienced 

the  full  fruition  of  perfect  |)cacc.     True,  the  armies 

!    of   rebellion   were  long  since    disb.anded,  and    the 
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old  flag  floats  over  all,  the  same  glorious  ensign 
of  one  Government  and  one  Union,  but  fraternal 
love  does  not  return  to  tiie  people  of  the  two  sec- 
tions so  recently  arrayed  against  each  otlier  in  civil 
strife.  The  Ivind  offices  of  the  peace-malver  avail 
not,  and  the  olive  branch  is  cast  aside,  a  withered 
and  useless  thing.  How  can  our  beloved  country 
be  reunited  in  fact  as  well  as  in  form?  How  can 
the  Union  be  securely  re-established  in  tlie  hearts 
and  affections  of  the  people  of  all  sections  ?  For  the 
patriotic  love  of  the  people  is  the  soul  of  the  Union, 
its  preservation  is  essential  to  the  ver3'  life  of  the 
Nation  itself.  I  do  not  think  this  can  be  done  by 
indulging  the  spirit  of  crimination  and  recrimination 
for  the  errors,  the  wealtnesses,  or  the  crimes  of  the 
past.  I  do  not  believe  it  can  be  done  by  depriving 
eleven  States  of  loyal  representation  in  the  National 
Congress,  when  representation  is  the  very  germ  and 
essence  of  union.  It  certainly  cannot  be  done  by 
extreme  and  irritating  demands  on  the  one  side, 
which  are  sure  to  be  followed  by  increased  contu- 
macy on  the  other.  I  fear  it  will  never  be  done  by 
constitutional  amendments  containing  what  are  con- 
sidered impossible  requirements  by  those  most 
deeply  interested.  But,  whichever  way  it  is  to  be 
done,  it  must  be  done  speedily.  Evils,  disasters 
and  ruin  wait  not  for  the  termination  of  long  con- 
tentions in  a  house  divided  against  itself.  The 
energies,  the  productive  industries  of  the  South,  are 
paralyzed  by  the  incertitude  of  its  political  situa- 
tion. This  unsettled  condition  of  affairs  not  only 
intensifies  the  feeling  of  hatred  for  tiie  Govern- 
ment and  for  the  Union  there,  but  it  seriously 
atJects  the  commercial  prosperity  of  the  whole 
country.  Every  motive  of  patriotism,'  and  every 
consideration  of  political  economy,  demand  an 
immediate  termination  of  this  unhappy  condition 
of  things.  If  the  constitutional  amendment  will 
not  accomplish  this,  but  if,  on  the  contrary,  it 
threatens  to  perpetuate  hatreds,  strife  and  dis- 
cord, it  should  be  abandoned  at  once,  whatever 
sacrifice  of  cherished  political  dogmas  or  partisan 
prejudices  are  involved.  However  wise,  just  and 
necessary  the  guaranties  sought  to  be  obtained  by 
this  amendment  may  now  appear  to  be,  if  they  can 
only  be  secured  by  the  entailment  upon  the  Union 
of  the  eternal  hostility  of  eleven  States,  they   will 


certainly  prove  a  source  of  sorrow  and  trouble  to 
the  Nation.  Only  that  which  will  win  back  the 
hearts  of  the  Southern  people  will  give  stabilit3' and 
enduring  peace  to  the  Republic.  If  the  constitu- 
tional amendment  will  do  this,  and  do  it  speedily, 
I  will  cheerfully  unite  with  you  in  giving  to  it  a 
cordial  and  earnest  endorsement." 

At  the  close  of  the  session  the  council  recognized 
the  efficiency  of  a  faithful  officer  in  the  following 
resolution  passed  unanimously: 

''Resolved,  That  the  thanks  of  this  council  be, 
and  the  same  are  hereby  tendered  to  the  Hon.  A. 
S.  Paddock,  Secretary  of  the  Territory,  for  his 
uniform  courtesy  and  kindness  extended  to  the 
members  of  this  body  in  his  official  communications 
with  the  members  thereof. 

"O.  B.  Hewett,  Chief  Clerk." 

Mr.  Paddock  was  married  to  Miss  Emma  L. 
Mack,  formerly  of  St.  Lawrence  County,  N.  Y., 
Dec.  22,  1869,  daughter  of  Daniel  Mack,  of  Can- 
ton, N.  Y.,  who  was  a  prominent  citizen  and  an 
eminent  Mason;  an  intimate,  personal  and  politi- 
cal friend  of  Silas  Wright,  and  a  man  of  great 
worth  and  intelligence. 


EORGE  GALE,  of  Adams  Township,  de- 
serves special  mention  as  one  of  the  pioneer 
settlers  of  this  county,  having  come  here  as 
early  as  1858,  at  the  very  commencement  of  its 
development.  His  has  been  the  career  of  an  honest, 
upright,  self-reliant  man,  who,  all  his  life  dependent 
upon  his  own  resources,  learned  at  an  early  age  the 
art  of  "paddling  his  own  canot,"  and  also  to  be  of 
material  service  to  those  less  gifted  by  nature  for 
battling  with  the  elements  of  the  world. 

Mr.  Gale  is  the  offspring  of  a  substantial  family 
of  the  Empire  State,  his  parents,  Alonzoand  Phebe 
(Peck)  Gale,  having  been  born  in  Dutchess  County, 
the  former  in  time  to  take  an  active  hand  in  settling 
the  troubles  of  1812.  He  was  of  Irish  descent, 
while  the  mother  traced  her  ancestry  to  England 
and  Holland.  Alonzo  Gale  was  a  farmer  by  oc- 
cupation, and  only  lived  to  be  middle-aged,  his 
death  occurring  in  Salisbury,  Conu.,  when  he  was 
forty-four  years  old.     The  mother  only  survived  a 
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few  years,  her  ileatli  taking  place  in  Eaton  Countjs 
Mich.,  in  1 854,  at  the  age  of  fift3'-tn-o.  They  were  the 
parents  of  seven  children,  nil  of  whom  lived  to 
mature  years,  four  sons  and  three  daughters.  Of 
these  three  are  now  living,  and  are  residents  of  Ne- 
braska and  Michigan. 

The  subject  of  this  biograpiiy  was  tiie  eldest 
child  of  his  parents,  antl  was  born  May  27,  1828, 
in  Coluuiliia  County,  N.  Y.,  twelve  miles  from  the 
beautiful  Hudson.  AVhen  about  six  years  of  age 
his  parents  removed  to  Connecticut,  where  he  was 
reared  and  educated.  He  was  a  j'outh  of  sixteen  years 
at  the  time  of  his  father's  death,  and  remained 
thereafter  the  support  of  his  widowed  mother  until 
his  marriage  at  the  age  of  twenty-two.  Soon  after 
this  event  he  emigrated  with  his  young  wife  to 
Eaton  County,  Mich.,  where  he  rented  a  tract  of 
land,  and  cultivated  it  for  a  term  of  years.  The 
death  of  his  mother  occurred  at  Delta,  Eaton  Co., 
Mich.,  in  18.54,  and  George  thereafter  provided  a 
home  for  his  brothers  and  sisters,  who  removed 
with  him  to  Kenosha  County,  Wis.,  in  1854. 

In  what  is  now  the  Badger  State  Mr.  Gale  oper- 
ated a  small  farm  for  a  party  there  four  years,  but 
believing  he  could  do  better  upon  the  soil  of  Ne- 
braska he  disposed  of  his  interests  in  ,  Wisconsin, 
and,  with  his  wife  and  three  children,  crossed  the 
ISIississippi  and  landed  in  Nebraska  City  on  the 
14th  of  November,  1858.  He  made  his  home  with 
his  brother  a  part  of  the  time  that  winter,  chopping 
wood,  and  earned  $13  and  his  board.  The  people 
of  this  region  had  suffered  with  others  the  results 
of  the  panic  of  1857,  and  many  were  the  shifts  and 
turns  they,  were  obliged  to  m.ake  to  keep  their 
heads  above  water;  but  perseverance  with  our 
subject  met  its  legitimate  rewanl,  :iiid  lie  made 
sure,  if  slow,  progress  toward  the  goal  of  his  am- 
bition, which  was  to  establish  in  earnest  the  basis 
of  a  future  home  and  competence. 

In  the  fall  of  1860  Mr.  Gale  made  his  first  pur- 
chase of  land — foity  acres  at  81.25  per  acre.  The 
Homestead  Law  going  into  effect  aljout  this  time 
allowed  him  an  additional  120  acres,  the  patent 
being  signed  by  Abraham  Lincoln.  There  was, 
however,  with  this  stroke  of  fortune  the  great  draw- 
back of  the  war,  which  kept  the  pioneers  of  South- 
ern Nebraska  in  constant  dread  of  being  surprised 


or  overrun  by  rebels  or  Indians,  one  to  be  dreaded 
about  as  much  as  the  other.  This  period  [lassed, 
however,  without  the  disasters  they  apprehended, 
and  in  18G5,  besides  effecting  many  improvements 
on  the  property  already  secured,  Mr.  Gale  added 
forty  acres  to  that  which  he  had  already,  and  thus 
gradually  enlarged  the  sphere  of  his  labors,  to- 
gether with  his  income. 

The  farm  of  Mr.  Gale  lies  along  Nemaha  C'rt-L'U, 
thus  being  well  watered,  and  producing  in  abun- 
dance the  rich  crops  of  Southern  Nebraska.  At  the 
time  of  his  taking  possession  there  were  only  a  few 
small  trees,  which  have  now  developed  into  valua- 
ble limber,  and  besides  these  he  has  planted  quite 
a  large  number  which  have  become  an  item  of  value 
(ju  the  farm.  Besides  the  family  residence  Mr. 
Gale  has  erected  a  tenement  house,  barns,  shcils, 
and  the  oilier  siructurcs  necessary  for  the  carrying 
on  of  the  modern  and  well-regulated  farm.  A  tine 
orchard  of  about  seventy  trees  in  good  bearing 
condition  adds  to  the  enjoyment  of  the  family  i)ro- 
visions,  and  leaves  something  over  for  the  market. 
He  has  also  instituted  a  vineyai'd  of  probably  150 
vines. 

One  of  the  most  interesting  and  important  events 
in  the  life  of  our  subject  was  his  marriage,  which 
was  celebrated  in  Salisbury  Township,  March  2(5, 
1850,  with  Miss  Margaret  A.  Shaw,  who  was  born 
Oct.  IG,  1827,  and  is  liie  daughter  of  the  well- 
known  Stephen  I*.  Shaw,  one  of  the  honored  pio- 
neers of  this  county,  whose  iiistory  ai)pears elsewhere 
in  this  work. 

The  200-acre  farm  of  Mi-.  Gale,  situated  in  a 
region  which  at  one  time  was  looked  upon  as  lack- 
ing the  elements  of  the  fertility  of  Mie  land  of  Illi- 
nois and  Iowa,  now  yiehls  its  full  (juota  of  the 
products  of  either  region.  IMucii  is  due  t(^  liio 
careful  and  judicious  manner  in  which  it  has  been 
operated,  and  the  perseverance  of  Mr.  Gale  in 
fighting  drouth,  prairie  fires,  and  the  other  little 
diversions  generously  furnished  the  farming  com- 
munity. The  harvests  of  18(12-63  brought  in  ex- 
ceptionally heavy  yields,  and  their  proportionate 
cncouriigement  to  the  agriculturists  of  the  Nemaha 
Valley. 

Mr.  Gale,  .aside  from  distinguishing  himself  as  a 
thorough  and  skillful  farmer,  has  kept  pace  with  the 
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world's  progress,  and  perhaps  has  collected  the 
best  array  of  facts  in  regard  to  the  early  settlement 
of  this  county  in  existence.  In  1876  he  prepared 
an  extensive  history  of  Clay  County,  in  the 
shape  of  an  address  delivered  by  him  at  the  cen- 
tennial celebration,  July  4  of  that  year.  This  em- 
bodied many  incidents  of  great  interest  and  not 
commonly  known.  He  states  that  his  first  experience 
with  grasshoppers  was  in  1866,  and  they  visited 
this  region  also  the  following  year.  In  1874  they 
repeated  their  ravages,  and  were  also  accompanied 
by  a  drouth,  which  incurred  great  loss  to  the  far- 
mers, and  had  its  effect  upon  business  generally. 

The  Indians,  also,  dining  the  early  settlement  of 
Mr.  Gale  in  this  county,  frequently  relieved  the 
monotony  by  their  thievery  and  general  mischief. 
Seven  representatives  of  the  Otoe  tribe  came  upon 
one  occasion  to  his  farm  with  the  intention  of  carry- 
ing off  something  valuable,  but  their  reception  by 
our  subject  was  such  that  the}^  decided  discretion 
was  tjie  better  part  of  valor,  and  quietly  retired 
before  his  leveled  musket. 

Mr.  Gale  in  1856  voted  for  John  C.  Fremont, 
and  since  that  time  has  been  a  stanch  supporter  of 
Republican  principles,  although  now  identified  with 
the  Prohibitionists.  No  man  has  been  more  warmly 
interested  in  the  establishment  of  schools,  churches, 
and  the  various  other  institutions  calculated  for 
the  moral  and  intellectual  welfare  of  the  people. 
He  has  been  a  member  of  the  School  Board  of  his 
district  for  a  period  of  twenty  years.  He  was  the 
second  County  Assessor  of  Gage  County,  being 
elected  to  the  offlce  in  1869;  he  has  held  the  same 
office  in  Adams  Township.  The  result  of  his  up- 
right life  and  his  arduous  labors  in  the  community, 
who  have  known  him  to  his  credit  so  long  and  well, 
will  shape  the  course  of  those  who  shall  come  after, 
long  after  the  mortal  semblance  of  this  excellent 
man  shall  have  crumbled  into  dust. 
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ylLLIAM  C.  HILL.  In  the  early  years 
there  resided  in  Eastern  Pennsylvania  Mr. 
Nathan  Hill,  who  for  the  benefit  of  his 
family  moved  westward  to  the  then  developing  Ter- 
ritory of  Ohio;  he  settled  finally    in  what  is  now 


Miami  County.  Here  he  was  one  of  the  first  of  the 
pioneers  and  settlers.  In  the  Miami  County  home- 
stead of  this  gentleman  there  was  born  to  him  a 
son,  who  received  also  tlie  name  Nathaniel.  As  this 
son  grew  to  years  of  manhood  he  took  bis  place 
with  his  fellows,  and  became  a  prosperous  farmer 
and  merchant.  He  was  united  in  marriage  with  a 
most  estimable  lady,  Martha  Jones,  a  native  of 
Nashville,  Tenn.  To  them  was  born  a  sou,  who 
received  the  name  AVilliam  C,  and  in  this  sketch  it 
will  be  the  endeavor  succinctly  to  state  some  of  the 
more  prominent  points  in  his  life. 

Our  subject  was  born  in  the  above-named  county 
on  the  21st  of  November,  1849.  He  was  educated 
in  the  usual  institution  of  his  native  county,  and 
continued  with  his  father  in  farming  until  about 
1869,  then  started  in  life  for  himself.  In  1873  he 
came  to  this  county,  and  settled  in  Blue  Springs 
Township,  taking  up  160  acres  on  section  18,  where 
he  engaged  in  general  farming,  and  has  so  continued 
until  the  present.  In  August  of  1888  he  began 
business  as  a  coal  merchant,  and  later  also  launched 
into  the  business  of  a  real-estate  and  loan  agent. 
In  his  coal  trade,  which  has  become  quite  extensive, 
he  supplies  all  kinds  of  anthracite  and  bituminous 
coal,  and  also  the  usual  varieties  of  wood  handled 
in  connection  therewith. 

Our  subject  was  elected  County  Supervisor  in 
1885  and  served  one  year;  then,  in  1887,  was  again 
elected.  For  the  past  three  years  he  has  been 
School  Treasurer  of  Blue  Springs,  and  is  at  present 
before  the  people  as  candidate  for  their  suffrage 
for  the  office  of  Representative  to  the  Legislature 
from  Gage  County,  and  it  is  confidently  expected 
that  he  will  be  elected  by  a  very  large  majority,  as 
he  is  the  Republican  candidate,  which  party  is  very 
strong  in  the  district. 

Our  subject  entered  into  a  matrimonial  alliance 
with  Lula  B.  McCurdy,  the  amiable,  refined  and 
estimable  daughter^of  James  (deceased)  and  Mary 
McCurdy.  This  lady  was  born  in  Miami  County, 
Ohio,  Feb.  18,  1852,  and  made  her  home  with  her 
parents  until  her  marriage.  Of  this  union  there 
have  been  born  three  children,  two  of  whom  sur- 
vive, viz:  Harry  L.,  aged  seventeen  years,  and 
Leafle  F.,  aged  nine.  Harry,  who  has  developed 
somewhat   of  an  inclination  for  commercial  life. 
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usually  clerks  in  the  bank  during  his  vacations,  and 
has  also  remained  there  for  one  year. 

Besides  the  230  acres  of  land  in  Blue  Sinings  Mr. 
Hill  has  a  half-interest  in  eighty  more,  and  is  the 
owner  of  320  acres  in  Kansas.  Mrs.  Hill  has  for 
man}'  years  been  a  member  of  the  Methodist  Epis- 
copal communion,  and  still  continues  an  active 
member  of  the  same.  She  is  afliliated  witii  the 
church  at  Blue  Springs,  and  is  held  in  highest 
esteem  as  a  most  ardent  friend  and  earnest  sup- 
porter. Our  subject  is  a  meml)er  of  the  I.  O.  O.  F. 
and  also  of  the  Masonic  fraternity.  In  the  various 
relations  of  life  he  is  held  in  high  regard  as  a  man 
of  honor,  and  a  friend  of  good  morals.  He  is  quite 
popular  in  the  community,  and  with  his  family 
moves  in  the  best  circles  of  society. 

— Mk^— 

(17  ON.  SETH  H.  CRAIG,  M.  D.  The  gentle- 
if^  man  whose  biography  is  herein  briefly 
'^^^  sketched,  and  whose  portrait  we  present,  is 
(^  too  well  known  to  need  an  introduction  to 
any  student  of  Nebraska's  history,  or  one  at  all  ac- 
quainted with  her  politics,  he  being  one  of  the  early 
settlers  in  and  most  prominent  men  of  the  city  of 
Wymore.  He  is  the  son  of  James  Craig,  who  was 
born  in  Washington  County,  Pa.,  in  February,  1793, 
and  coming  to  proper  age  received  a  common- 
school  education,  and  then  was  apprenticed  to  learn 
the  trade  of  a  tailor,  which  he  continued  to  fol- 
low until  he  was  about  twenty-five  years  of  age, 
when  he  removed  to  Ohio,  and  began  the  study  of 
law  in  the  town  of  Millersburg,  in  the  office  of  Gen. 
Glasgow.  He  was  diligent  and  careful  in  his 
studies,  passed  a  good  examination,  was  admitted 
to  the  bar  before  his  thirtieth  birthday,  began  the 
practice  of  his  profession  in  the  same  town,  con- 
tinuing until  1842,  and  for  many  years  had  en- 
joyed a  very  lucrative  practice.  In  that  year  he 
visited  Iowa,  and  taking  quite  a  fancy  to  the  Ter- 
ritory removed  there  with  his  family,  and  engaged 
in  the  practice  of  law  at  Farmington,  Van  Buren 
County,  and  there  remained  until  the  death  of  his 
wife  in  1855,  when  he  removed  to  Louisville,  Ky., 
and  St.  Joseph,  Mo.,  and  lived  with  our  subject  and 
an  elder  brother,  spending   the   major  portion  of 


his  time  with  his  son  Seth,  and  died  in  St.  Joseph 
in  the  month  of  August,  1874. 

James  Craig  was  married  to  Miss  Margaret  Sla- 
ter, in  the  year  1814.  Their  family  circle  included 
sixteen  children,  of  whom  ten  came  to  3'ears  of 
maturity,  and  our  subject  was  the  eighth  son.  Mrs. 
Craig  died  in  the  month  of  June,  1855,  as  noted 
above.  She  was  the  daughter  of  Joseph  and  Mar- 
garet Slater,  and  was  l)orn  near  West  Alexander, 
Washington  Co.,  Pa.,  about  1794.  Her  father, 
who  was  quite  prosperous  as  a  farmer,  was  unfort- 
unately' removed  from  his  family  by  death  while 
still  a  young  man. 

The  grandfather  of  our  subject,  Alexander  Craig, 
was  born  in  the  North  of  Ireland,  but  was  of 
Scottish  descent.  He  was  married  to  Miss  Hannah 
Murry,  and  they  became  the  parents  of  seven  boys 
and  one  girl.  He  came  to  America  while  quite  a 
young  man,  and  all  his  children  were  born  in  this 
country,  but  it  was  their  misfortune  to  lose  their 
father  when  he  was  about  thirty-six  years  of  age. 

Our  subject  was  born  in  Millersburg,  Holmes 
Co.,  Ohio,  on  the  14th  of  February,  1825,  and  there 
remained  until  he  was  about  eighteen  years  of  age, 
received  his  education  in  the  common  school,  and 
afterward  was  initiated  into  the  technique  of  farm- 
ing. About  1843  he  removed  with  his  parents  to 
Farmington,  Iowa,  where  liis  education  was  finished 
in  the  common  school.  Our  subject  enlisted  in  the 
array  July  4,  18  47,  ;is  a  private,  but  it  w.as  not 
long  before  he  was  promoted,  and  received  the 
commission  of  Lieutenant  for  exceptional  ability 
and  distinguished  bravery.  He  served  chiefly  in 
the  Northwest  among  the  Indians,  and  remained  in 
the  service  until  November  12  of  the  fullowing 
3-ear,  when  he  was  mustered  out  at  Ft.  Leaven- 
worth. 

While  our  subject  was  residing  in  Farmington, 
Iowa,  previous  to  his  militar}'  life,  he  had  studied 
medicine  in  the  office  of  Dr.  J.  F.  Sanford,  and  to 
these  studies  he  returned  when  mustered  out,  and 
remained  until  the  opening  of  lectures  at  Rock 
Island,  where  he  attended  the  course  of  1848-49. 
During  the  vacation  he  returned  to  his  preceptor, 
and  spent  the  next  season  in  the  medical  college  at 
Davenport,  Iowa,  from  wiiich  he  was  graduated  in 
1850.    He  then  returned  to  Farmington,  legally  en- 
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titled  to  commence  the  prnctice  of  medicine,  and 
soon  settled  in  St.  Francisville,  Mo. 

Before  beginning  the  practice  of  medicine  Dr. 
Craig  was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Susan  M. 
Dunning,  upon  the  28th  of  March,  1850.  Tlie  lady 
of  his  choice  was  the  daughter  of  Festes  and  Caro- 
line Dunning.  Their  family  circle  was  extended 
at  various  times  until  it  included  six  children,  five 
of  whom  are  still  living.  Their  names  are  recorded 
as  follows:  Clarence  F.,  Herbert  D.,  Charles  S., 
Willard  C,  Frank  B.,  and  Edgar  L.,  who  died  aged 
two  years,  about  1859.  Clarence  is  the  husband 
of  Maggie  Winther,  of  Madison,  and  is  the  father 
of  four  children;  he  is  engaged  in  the  hardware 
business  at  Wymore.  His  brother  Herbert  mar- 
ried Miss  Katy  Wilcox,  but  has  no  family;  the  other 
children  are  still  at  home.  Mrs.  Susan  Craig 
departed  this  life  on  the  15th  of  November,  1872, 
and  nearly  ten  months  afterward,  upon  the  19th  of 
Auo^ust,  1873,  our  subject  became  the  husband  of 
Mrs.  Sarah  A.  AVinther,  by  whom  there  have  been 
born  tiiree  children — Sadie  L.,  Clara  M.  and  Hugh 
C.  All  the  older  children  have  received  a  good 
practical  education,  and  have  given  every  evidence 
of  becoming  successful  business  men  and  honorable 
citizens,  following  in  the  footsteps  of   their  father. 

The  practice  of  medicine  established  by  our  sub- 
ject at  St.  Francisville  speedily  became  both  ex- 
tended and  lucrative,  owing  to  his  skill,  more 
especially,  perhaps,  in  surgery,  as  he  was  the  only 
surgeon  of  marked  talent  for  ma.ay  miles  around 
St.  B'rancisville,  but  he  only  remained  a  little  over 
twelve  months,  when  he  removed  to  Van  Buren 
County,  Iowa,  and  settled  upon  the  farm  that  he 
had  purchased  in  that  district.  The  farm  was  al- 
ready improved,  and  provided  with  suitable  build- 
ings and  residence.  Leaving  his  family  here,  in  the 
year  1852  he  started  upon  an  excursion  to  Califor- 
nia, traveling  by  means  of  an  ox-team, and  occupy- 
ing a  little  over  four  months  in  the  journey,  which 
was  undisturbed  by  any  hostile  advances  on  the 
part  of  Indians  or  other  persons.  Sacramento  was 
reached  on  the  1st  of  September,  1852,  and  much 
time  was  spent  in  the  Yulja  country,  v\hich  is  be- 
tween the  Middle  and  North  Yuba,  at  Smith's  Flat, 
where  he  was  verj-  successful  in  mining  operations, 
coupled  with  the  practice  of  his   profession,  which 


was  very  remunerative,  he  being  the  onlj'  physi- 
cian and  surgeon  within  a  circuit  of  many  miles. 
He  continued  thus  successfully  engaged  until  the 
summer  of  1853,  when  he  returned  to  his  family 
in  Iowa,  via  the  Nicaragua  route,  of  Central  America. 
The  following  year  he  removed  to  Keokuk,  and  en- 
tered into  partnership  with  his  former  preceptor 
until  the  fall  of  1855,  when  he  gave  up  the  practice 
of  medicine. 

Upon  retiring  from  his  profession  our  subject  re- 
moved to  Council  Bluffs  and  engaged  in  real-estate 
and  mercantile  transactions,  which  resulted  very 
favorably  to  him.  Here  he  was  appointed  to  fill  a 
vacancy  in  the  Sheriff's  office,  being  afterward 
elected  in  due  form  to  the  same.  This  was  at  the 
time  of  Lincoln's  first  campaign  in  1860,  and  our 
subject  held  this  office  until  he  resigned  in  order  to 
enlist  in  defense  of  the  Union.  He  joined  the  4th 
Iowa  Regiment  and  w.as  commissioned  Captain  of 
Company  B,  and  served  as  such  until  he  was  trans- 
ferred to  staff  duty,  and  was  ordered  to  the  North- 
west, with  his  headquarters  at  Ft.  Laramie.  During 
this  time  there  was  considerable  trouble'among  the 
Indians.  He  remained  at  this  post  until  Novem- 
ber of  1803,  when  he  returned  to  St.  Louis,  resigned 
his  commission,  and  returned  to  his  fanii!}',  who  in 
the  meantime  had  been  at  Farniington,  Iowa.  At 
that  place  he  rejoined  them  and  stopped  for  a  short 
time. 

Our  subject  now  purchased  a  farm  in  that  county, 
and  engaged  in  general  farming  with  abundant 
success  for  about  three  years,  when  he  sold  out  and 
purchased  a  paper-mill  at  Bentonsport,  Iowa,  and 
operated  this  until  1868,  during  which  time  the 
business  largely  increased.  In  1867  our  subject 
was  elected  by  the  Republican  party  to  the  Legisla- 
ture. The  election  aroused  unusual  interest,  and 
such  was  his  character  and  popularity  that  he  ran 
far  ahead  of  his  ticket  and  had  an  overwhelming 
majority.  He  was  in  the  session  of  1867-68,  which 
was  one  of  the  most  important  and  exciting,  be- 
cause of  the  subject  under  discussion  being  the  re- 
suming of  land  grants  and  reletting  of  the  land. 
The  Legislature  finally  settled  the  matter  by  resum- 
ing the  land  and  reletting  it  under  additional  con- 
ditions. These  were  accepted  by  the  railroads  and 
since    fulfilled.     Also,    because   this    was  the    first 


•^ 


Hh-^«- 


GAGE  COUNTY. 


153 


Legislature  to  take  cognizance  of  railroad  freight, 
transportation  anrl  rates,  fixing  the  maximum  of  the 
rate.  Our  subject  by  the  same  powers  which  had 
made  him  a  successful  arm_y  officer  soon  became  a 
recognized  leader  of  his  body,  as  many  of  his  col- 
leagues still  testif.y.  The  above  matters,  with  the 
bills  naturally  springing  from  them,  made  this  ses- 
sion exceeding!}'  important  in  the  history  of  the 
Slate. 

Upon  returning  from  the  Legislature  our  subject 
went  to  Council  Bluffs,  and  eng.aged  in  obtaining 
right  of  way,  de|iot  privileges,  subscriptions,  etc., 
for  the  St.  Joseph  &  Council  Bluffs  Railroad 
Company,  following  this  by  a  similar  position  for 
what  IS  now  the  Wab.ash  Railroad,  to  the  Iowa  and 
Missouri  State  line.  The  trains  of  that  r.ailro.ad 
are  at  present  running  over  the  ground  thus  secured 
by  our  subject.  This  had  brought  him  on  to  the 
year  1870,  and  for  about  two  years  he  confined  his 
work  more  especially  within  the  usual  boundaries 
of  the  real-estate  business.  In  1872  he  was  elected 
Warden  of  the  Iowa  Penitentiary  at  Ft.  Madison, 
and  continued  to  hold  the  same  for  three  terms, 
each  of  two  years,  and  is  held  by  all  to  have  been 
the  best  disciplinarian  with  the  minimum  of  punish- 
ment up  to  that  period  of  the  history  of  the  insti- 
tution. Ilis  government  was  in  excellent  favor 
among  the  inmates,  and  gained  for  him  quite  a 
large  and  favorable  reputation  throughout  the 
.State  and  elsewhere,  so  much  so  that  many  ])romi- 
nent  men  consulted  him  regarding  his  methods; 
among  the  States  thus  consulting  him  were  South 
Carolina,  Texas.  California,  Missouri   and   Indiana. 

The  term  of  our  suliject  as  Warden  expired  in  the 
spring  of  1878.  He  then  purchased  a  farm  of  240 
acres  in  Fremont  County,  Iowa,  and  engaged  in 
gener.al  farming,  but  also  gave  much  thought  and 
attention  to  the  higher  grades  of  stock,  including 
horses,  cattle  and  hogs.  The  horses  were  chiefly 
those  adapted  for  general  road  purposes,  and  were 
of  the  H.imbletonian  order.  Ilis  cattle  were  upon 
the  line  of  the  Short-horns  and  Jerseys,  the  rest  of 
them  being  registered.  This  he  followed  until 
1883,  when  he  sold  out  and  came  to  this  place  to 
live.  He  had  visited  it  in  1882  .and  was  much  pleased 
with  the  country.  Since  the  .above  time  he  has 
made  his  residence  here  continnouslv.  and    is   held 


by  the  citizens  as  one  of  the  most  prominent  and 
honorable  citizens.  He  is  often  selected  to  repre- 
sent Wymore  in  conventions  and  other  gatherings. 
He  is  at  present  serving  as  Supervisor  of  Wymore 
Township,  being  elected  in  1886  and  re-elected  in 
1887. 

Dr.  Craig's  enthusiastic  patriotism  and  military  ex- 
periences lead  him  to  a  prominent  position  in  the  (i. 
A.  R.,  with  which  he  is  connected.  He  is  also 
identified  with  the  I.  O.  O.  F.,  Knights  of  Pythias, 
and  in  the  M.asonic  fraternity  has  taken  the  degree  of 
a  Knight  Templar.  In  all  these  societies  our  sub- 
ject takes  the  deepest  interest,  and  is  regarded  by 
all  his  fellow-members  with  unusually  high  esteem. 

^,^1  N1)RP:W  B.  PIRIE  is  the  m.aster  mechanic 
''^fM    for  the  Southern   Division  of  the  Burling- 
11  in    ton   &     Missouri    River   Railroad  at  Wy- 
@f  more.     His   father,  Andrew   B.   Pirie,  Sr., 

was  born  in  Aberdeen,  Scotland,  in  the  year  182r), 
and  having  learned  to  take  charge  of  eufjines  and 
ra.achinery,  he  sailed  between  the  E.ast  Indies  and 
Scotland  with  the  Peninsula  &  Oriental  Company. 
He  remained  in  the  employ  of  that  company  until 
the  time  of  his  death,  in  187!),  aged  fifty-four  ye.ars, 
having  spent  about  twent3'-five  years  in  the  service 

'  of  the  company.  His  wife  died  when  our  subject 
was  about  six  years  old. 

Our  subject  was  born  on  the  3d  of  January',  1848, 
in  Aberdeen,  .Scotland,  where  he  received  his  edu- 
cation, attending  school  at  Gordon's  Hospital,  a 
regular  High  School.  He  finished  his  course  of 
study,  and  at  the  age  of  sixteen  years  he  began  to 

j  serve  an  apprenticeship  as  a  machinist,  which  lasted 
for  six  years,  in  that  time  making  a  voy.age  to  South 
Africa.  Afterward  he  came  to  New  York  Citj', 
and  thence  to  Chicago  and  direct  to    Burlington, 

I  Iowa,  where  he  began  to  work  for  the  Chicago, 
Burlington  ik  (^uincy  Railroad  in  18G7.  He  h.as 
since  that  time  remained  in  the  employ' of  this  cora- 
pan^',  having  frequently  been  promoted  because  of 
his  competence  and  ability;  going  first  from  Bur- 
lington to  Plattsmouth,  Cass  Co.,  Neb.,  and  then 
to  Red  Cloud,  Webster  County,  when  they  were 
building  the  Denver  extension  of  the  road,  and  then 
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coming  to  Wj'more,  where  he  put  in  all  of  the 
machinery,  and  started  the  shops.  He  has  since  had 
charge  of  all  the  locomotives  and  cars  here. 

The  Burlington  <fe  Missouri  River  locomotive  and 
car  shops  of  the  South  Division  were  built  in  1881, 
the  machiner}'  of  which  was  put  in  under  the  direc- 
tion of  our  subject.  The  shop  proper  is  60x100 
feet,  and  contains  four  lathes,  planer,  one  sloating- 
machine,  one  drill  press,  one  bolt  cutter  and  two 
circular  saws.  About  110  men  are  employed  here, 
who  are  kept  busy  repairing  the  thirty-six  engines 
of  this  division.  There  is  also  a  roundhouse  of 
fifteen  stalls,  ten  stalls  being  built  at  the  same  time, 
and  afterward  an  addition  of  five  stalls  made  under 
the  direction  of  Mr.  Pirie  last  year.  This  being 
the  central  point  for  all  this  division,  there  are  on 
an  average  eighteen  locomotives  here  ever}'  night. 
It  is  needless  to  speak  further  in  praise  of  Mr. 
Pirie's  ability,  as  the  position  which  he  holds  is  a 
great  compliment  to  it. 

On  the  28th  of  November,  1877,  our  subject  was 
united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Elizabeth  L.  Calder,  who 
was  born  in  Arbroath,  Scotland,  on  the  24th  of 
May,  1858.  She  came  to  America  in  1874,  and 
went  for  awhile  to  Kingston,  (Janada,  thence  to 
Plattsmouth,  where  our  subject  made  her  acquaint- 
ance. They  are  the  parents  of  two  children,  both 
of  whom  were  taken  from  them  by  an  early  death. 
Both  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Pirie  are  esteemed  members  of 
the  Episcopal  Church. 
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R.  EZRA  WONDER,  practicing  physician, 
and  prominent  among  the  business  men  of 
Blue  Springs,  has  followed  the  practice  of 
medicine  for  a  period  of  fourleen  years  in 
this  place,  and  is  in  the  enjoyment  of  a  good 
patronage.  He  is  also  conducting  a  drug-store,  and 
is  joint  owner  of  the  Opera  House  Block.  Dr. 
Wonder  came  to  this  county  in  the  summer  of 
1874,  arriving  at  Blue  Springs  on  the  16th  of 
August,  when  there  were  not  more  than  150  inhabit- 
ants in  the  place.  Most  of  these  have  now  dis- 
appeared, having  been  removed  by  death  or  other 
circumstances.  He  was  called  upon  that  very  daj' 
to  attend  a  patient,  although  there  were  four  other 


physicians.  These  soon  left  the  town,  and  Dr. 
Wonder  was  thus  in  possession  of  the  entire  field. 
He  has  made  good  use  of  his  time  and  opportuni- 
ties, and  is  one  of  the  most  popular  members  of 
his  profession  in  Southern  Nebraska. 

Seneca  County,  Ohio,  was  the  birthplace  of  our 
subject,  and  where  he  first  opened  his  eyes  to  the 
light  Sept.  17,  1833.  He  completed  his  education 
in  the  High  School  of  that  place,  began  the  study 
of  medicine,  and  subsequently  entered  the  office  of 
Dr.  J.  Myers,  in  Carey,  Ohio,  under  whose  instruc- 
tion he  remained  for  a  period  of  four  years.  He 
then  entered  upon  a  course  of  lectures  in  the  Cin- 
cinn.ati  Medical  College,  and  began  the  practice  of 
his  profession  at  New  Riegel,  in  Seneca  Count}'. 
There  he  remained  two  years,  then  returning  to 
Carey,  became  the  partner  of  his  former  tutor,  Dr. 
Myers,  with  whom  lie  remained  until  the  spring  of 
18G1. 

Our  subject  now  changed  his  residence  from  tbe 
Buckeye  State  to  Wakarusa,  Ind.,  where  he  so- 
journed for  a  period  of  four  3'ears.  Thence  he 
returned  to  Carey,  Ohio,  where  he  established  a 
drug-store  and  followed  his  profession  successfully 
until  1874.  His  next  removal  was  to  this  State, 
where  he  enjoys  a  fine  reputation  and  the  confi- 
dence of  a  large  patronage  in  a  marked  degree. 
Dr.  Wonder  was  married  in  Carey,  Ohio,  Oct.  1, 
1857,  to  Miss  Mary  A.  Kimball,  and  they  are  now 
the  parents  of  six  children,  the  youngest  of  whom, 
Eddie,  died  at  the  age  of  three  years  and  nine 
montiis.  The  survivors  have  reached  mature  3'ears, 
and  are  named  respectively :  Ruah  Alma,  Nathan 
D.,  Elmer  E.,  Addie  May  and  Edith  M.  Mrs. 
Wonder  is  the  daughter  of  Capt.  Nathan  Kimball, 
a  farmer  by  occupation,  and  a  resident  of  Carey, 
Ohio.  She  was  born  there  Feb.  22,  1836,  and  con- 
tinued under  the  parental  roof  until  her  marriage. 
Capt.  Kimball  was  a  native  of  Maine,  and  earned 
his  military  title  in  the  War  of  1812.  After  the 
conflict  had  ended  he  settled  in  the  Bucke3'e  State, 
of  which  he  remained  a  resident  until  his  death. 
The  mother,  Mrs.  Mary  Ann  Kimball,  resides  in 
Wakarusa,  Ind.,  in  her  eight3'-fourth  year: 

Daniel  Wonder,  the  father  of  our  subject,  was 
born  in  MifHin  County,  Pa.,  April  12,  1791,  and 
upon  reaching  manhood  was  there  married  to  Miss 
i» 
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Catherine  Havpster.  They  became  tlie  parents  of 
nine  children,  and  in  middle  life  left  the  Kej^stone 
State  with  their  little  family  and  settled  among-  the 
pioneers  of  Stark  County,  Ohio.  The  father  cleared 
a  tract  of  land,  making  considerable  improvements, 
bnt  seven  years  later  went  into  Seneca  County,  and 
entered  a  quarter-section  from  the  Government. 
From  this  he  built  up  one  of  the  finest  farms  in  that 
region,  erected  a  large  barn  and  a  commodious 
brick  house,  the  latter  the  first  of  its  kind  in  that 
region,  and  the  brick  of  which  he  manufactured 
himself.  This  structure  is  still  standing,  and  is 
often  pointed  out  to  the  passing  traveler  as  one  of 
the  landmarks  of  the  early  days.  Daniel  Wonder 
became  prominent  in  the  affairs  of  Seneca  County, 
holding  township  offices,  and  being  generally  inter- 
ested in  the  enterprises  calculated  for  the  advance- 
ment of  the  people.  He  was  identified  with  the 
Flvangelical  Association,  and  died  on  the  20th  of 
February,  1887,  after  reaching  the  advanced  age  of 
ninety-five  years,  ten  months  and  eight  days.  The 
mother  died  in  18G3. 

Mathias  "Wonder,  the  great-grandfather  of  our 
subject,  belonged  to  the  German  nobility,  and  was 
born  in  the  Kingdom  of  Wurtemberg.  lie  came 
of  a  very  wealthy  family,  and  emigrated  to  Amer- 
ica when  his  son  Andrew  was  a  little  lad  seven 
years  of  age.  They  made  the  ocean  voyage  in  a 
sailing-vessel,  and  were  nine  months  crossing  the 
Atlantic.  They  landed  at  Philadelphia  and  settled 
in  York  County,  Pa.,  where  the  great-grandfather 
died  in  middle  life  when  only  forty  years  old.  His 
son  Andrew  was  the  eldest  of  the  family,  and  mar- 
ried Miss  Catherine  Swartz,  of  Little  York,  Pa.  To 
them  were  born  twelve  children.  The}'  lived  within 
five  miles  of  Little  York  seven  years,  then  removed 
north  fifty  miles  to  Chimoke.  Later  they  went 
into  MifHin  County,  and  afterward  lived  in  differ- 
ent portions  of  the  Keystone  State,  where  Grand- 
father Wonder  followed  his  trade  of  wheelwright. 
He  finally  settled  in  Wayne  County,  Ohio,  and  with 
his  wife  lived  to  a  great  age,  his  death  occurring 
when  he  was  eighty-four  years  and  six  months  old. 
He  served  as  a  soldier  in  the  Revolutionary  War, 
receiving  an  honorable  wound,  and  thereafter  drew 
a  pension. 

Amons  the  children   of   Andrew  and   Catherine 


Wonder  was  Daniel,  who  became  the  father  of  our 
subject.  He  was  born  five  miles  from  Little  York, 
Pa.,  April  12,  1792,  and  was  a  babe  of  five  months 
when  his  parents  settled  in  Chimoke.  AVhen  they 
left  there  he  was  a  lad  of  nine  years.  The  country 
at  that  time  was  wild  and  uncultivated,  and  in- 
fested with  bears,  wolves,  panthers,  catamounts, 
etc.,  of  which  the  father  trapped  and  shot  many. 
The  school  privileges  of  those  days  were  exceed- 
ingly limited.  After  going  to  Miftlin  Count}^  young 
Daniel  was  converted  to  religion  through  the  preach- 
ing of  Revs.  AUbright  and  Miller.  Six  years  later 
he  removed  with  his  parents  across  the  mountains 
to  Lost  Creek  Valley,  where  he  lived  until  reaching 
his  majorit}'.  Then  obtaining  permission  from  his 
father  to  take  his  ax  and  mattock,  he  left  home 
and  commenced  in  earnest  the  struggle  of  life  on 
his  own  account.  A  year  later,  visiting  his  parents, 
he  found  them  greatly  in  need  of  money,  and  gave 
them  $4  in  consideration  of  the  tools  which  ho  had 
taken.  He  thus  commenced  in  life  with  absolutely 
nothing.  Returning  to  Jackson  Valley  he  com- 
menced making  shingles  at  the  rate  of  fifty  cents 
per  day  in  the  summer  season,  and  thirty-five  cents 
in  the  winter.  Notwithstanding  these  small  wages 
he  managed  to  lay  by  a  snug  sum  of  money  for 
those  times,  and  shortly  afterward  began  the  estab- 
lishment of  a  home  of  his  own  by  iiis  marriage, 
April  12,  1814,  with  Miss  Catharine  Harpster.  The 
young  people  commenced  life  together  in  a  manner 
suitable  to  their  means  and  position,  and  lived  in 
the  valley  six,  years.  There  were  burn  to  them 
three  sons,  John,  Matthias  .ind  f'.eorgc,  hut  not- 
withstanding the  increase  in  the  family,  wages  re- 
mained the  same. 

Daniel  Wonder,  .about  1820,  removed  to  Ohio, 
and  there  were  afterward  added  six  children  to  the 
family  circle.  His  industry  and  perseverance  in 
due  time  met  with  their  reward,  and  he  w.is  enabled 
to  do  as  he  h.ad  alwa^'s  desired,  viz:  devote  the 
balance  of  his  life  to  the  spreading  of  the  Gospel. 
He  had  at  an  early  age  identified  himself  with  the 
Evangelical  Association,  and  remained  connected 
with  this  until  his  death,  which  took  place  in 
1887. 

Dr.  Ezra  Wonder,  in  1 880,  put  up  his  business 
block,  which  is  two  stories  in  height,  and  occupies 
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an  area  23x90  feet.  In  1882  he  erected  another 
store  building  by  its  side  and  of  corresponding  size. 
The  upper  half  of  the  latter  building  comprises  the 
Opera  House.  In  1881  he  built  a  fine  residence 
located  in  the  northeastern  part  of  the  town,  which 
with  its  grounds  is  an  ornament  to  the  city.  He  is 
recognized  as  one  of  the  most  liberal  and  public- 
spirited  men  in  the  place.  Politically,  Dr.  Wonder 
is  a  stalwart  Republican. 


^^  TEPHEX  V.  SHAW.  The  subject  of  this 
^^^  sketch,  who  now  owns  and  occupies  a  good 
^\/l|  farm  on  section  21 ,  Adams  Township,  came 
to  Nebraska  witli  his  parents  when  a  boy, 
and  since  that  time  has  been  closely  connected  with 
its  growth  and  development.  He  was  the  youngest 
of  a  family  of  ten  children,  and  was  born  in  Dutchess 
County,  N.  Y.,  .Jan.  4,  1  844.  His  parents,  Stephen 
P.  and  Hanna  (Hicks)  Shaw,  were  also  natives  of 
Dutchess  County,  but  removed  with  their  family  to 
Litchfield  County,  Conn.,  when  Stephen  V.  was  a 
child  three  years  of  age. 

The  first  recollections  of  our  subject  therefore  are 
of  his  adopted  home  in  the  Nutmeg  State.  There 
began  his  primary  education,  but  in  1 8.50  the  fam- 
ily left  New  England,  and  after  a  journey  made  in 
true  emigrant  style  to  the  State  of  Wisconsin,  and 
settlement  in  Somerset  Township,  Kenosha  Count}', 
lived  there  from  the  fall  of  1850  until  the  spring  of 
1867,  when  they  again  took  up  their  line  of  march 
for  the  new  and  undeveloped  Territory  of  Nebraska. 
Settling  upon  a  squatter's  claim,  the  father  tilled 
the  soil,  and  the  family  lived  there  amid  numerous 
difHculties  and  hardships  until  his  death,  which  oc- 
curred April  1,  1863. 

Mr.  Shaw  was  a  boj'  of  thirteen  years  when  he 
made  the  journey  from  the  Badger  State  to  Ne- 
braska, and  lieing  a  bright  boy  and  very  observant, 
the  trip  afforded  him  no  end  of  amusement.  They 
passed  through  the  embryo  cities  of  Beloit,  Wis., 
liockford,  Dixon,  Sterling,  Moline  and  Rock  Island, 
111.,  through  Davenport,  Iowa  Citj'^,  Des  Moines  and 
Glenwood,  Iowa,  and  thence  south  and  westward  to 
Nebraska  City,  this  State,  where  they  crossed  the 
Missouri  River  on  a  flatboat.     Thence  they   made 
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their  way  up  Salt  Creek,  and  proceeded  westward 
until  they  struck  the  edge  of  the  Nemaha  Valley, 
arriving  here  July  6,  1857.  Young  Stephen  had 
been  blessed  with  good  and  sensible  parents,  who 
realized  the  advantages  of  education,  and  gave  to 
the  boy  the  best  chance  for  schooling  which  their 
circumstances  and  surroundings  permitted.  He 
completed  his  studies  in  the  school  at  Nel)raska 
City  when  a  youth  of  sixteen  years,  and  thereafter 
assisted  his  father  on  the  farm  until  a  short  time  be- 
fore reaching  his  majority.  In  the  spring  of  1864 
he  left  home,  and  making  his  way  to  tlie  central 
part  of  Colorado,  began  prospecting  and  working 
in  the  silver  mines  of  Gilpin  County,  where  he  so- 
journed about  one  year.  Upon  returning  home  he 
engaged  in  various  occupations  until  his  marriage, 
in  the  meantime  making  preparations  for  the  estab- 
lishment of  a  home  of  his  own. 

The  maiden  selected  by  our  subject  for  his  future 
wife  and  helpmate,  and  to  whom  he  was  married 
Nov.  8,  1866,  was  Miss  Minerva,  daughter  of  Will- 
iam and  Annie  (Scott)  Hand,  who  were  natives  re- 
spectively of  New  York  and  Canada.  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Hand  after  marriage  settled  at  Niagara,  where 
the  father  engaged  in  mercantile  business,  and 
whence  they  removed  four  or  five  years  later  to 
Kenosha  County,  Wis.,  where  young  Stephen  Shaw 
and  Miss  Hand  made  their  first  acquaintance.  The 
Hands  in  1857  moved,  like  the  Shaw  family,  to  this 
State,  settling  near  Nebraska  City,  where  the  father 
pursued  the  vocation  of  a  farmer,  and  is  now  de- 
ceased. The  wife  of  our  subject  was  the  only 
daughter  in  a  family  of  three  children,  the  other 
two  being  boys,  William  H.  and  Nathaniel.  She 
was  the  second  child,  and  was  born  at  Niagara  Falls, 
N.  Y.,  May  24,  1850.  She  was  a  little  girl  about 
four  years  old  when  the  family  removed  to  Wis- 
consin, .and  seven  years  of  age  when  they  came  to 
Nebraska.  She  received  a  common-school  educa- 
tion, and  was  trained  by  an  excellent  mother  in 
those  housewifel.y  arts  a  knowledge  of  which  is  so 
essential  in  one  presiding  as  the  mother  of  a  family. 
To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Shaw  there  have  been  born  the 
following  children  :  Louis,  K.atie,  Elmira,  Ada,  Alice 
and  Charles.  The  eldest  is  twenty,  and  the  young- 
est two  years  of  age.  They  form  a  household 
group  in  which  the  parents  take  pardonable  pride, 
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and  are  being  fitted  out  with  a  good  education  and 
the  other  qualities  which  will  make  of  them  usefnl 
members  of  the  comnuinit3-. 

After  their  marriage  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Shaw  settled 
in  Adams  Township,  where  our  subject  had  home- 
steaded  160  acres  on  section  21,  and  where  he 
has  built  up  a  good  farm,  which  they  still  occupy. 
He  has  a  substantial  residence,  around  which  stand 
the  trees  of  his  own  planting  twenty  years  ago  or 
more,  and  which  are  not  only  useful  in  warding  off 
the  storms  of  winter  and  the  heat  of  sunnmer,  but 
add  greatly  to  the  value  and  beauty  of  his  property. 
While  having  his  hands  full  in  tilling  the  soil  and 
carrying  on  the  improvement  of  his  farm,  Mr.  Shaw 
has  been  in  nowise  negligent  in  regard  to  the  wel- 
fare of  the  people  about  him,  and  has  ever  given 
ready  and  cheerful  assistance  to  the  enterprises  cal- 
culated for  the  general  welfare.  He  has  served  as 
School  Director  a  number  of  years  in  the  district, 
and  with  his  estimalile  wife  is  prominently  identi- 
fied with  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  of  Adams, 
to  which  he  gives  an  able  support.  Socially,  both 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Shaw  are  members  in  good  standing 
of  the  I.  O.  G.  T.  Mr.  Shaw  voted  the  Democratic 
ticket  in  support  of  Seymour  in  1868,  and  Tilden 
in  1876,  but  his  warm  interest  in  the  cause  of  tem- 
perance led  him  in  1880  to  identify  himself  with 
the  Prohibitionists. 


ARREN  M.  LaSELLE,  senior  member  of 
the  firm  of  LaSelle,  Fiske  &  Co.,  grocers  at 
Beatrice  and  also  dealers  in  boots  and 
shoes,  is  numbered  among  the  solid  men  of  the 
city.  He  was  born  near  Lebanon,  in  Madison 
County,  N.  Y.,  April  7,  1833,  and  was  the  eldest 
of  eleven  children,  five  sons  and  six  daughters,  ten 
of  whom  are  still  living.  The  parents  were  Mason 
A.  and  Mary  A.  (Grosvenor)  LaSelle,  also  natives 
of  Madison  County,  N.  Y.,  the  mother  being  tlie 
youngest  daughter  of  E.  G.  Grosvenor,  who  bore 
the  honor  of  being  the  first  settler  of  that  county. 
The  Grosvenors  were  of  English  descent,  while  the 
LaSelles  trace  their  ancestry  to  France. 

The  father  of  our  subject  was  a  farmer  by  occu- 
pation, and  after  his  marriage  settled  on  a  farm 
n   Madison   Countv,   N.  V.,  where   he  lived  until 
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1883.  Then  coming  to  Beatrice  with  his  family, 
he,  after  a  brief  sojourn  in  this  city,  located  in 
Cortland,  where  he  engaged  in  general  merchandis- 
ing four  years.  Then,  disposing  of  a  half-interest 
in  his  business  there,  he  returned  to  Beatrice,  and 
in  companj'  with  a  partner,  Mr.  Fiske,  established 
himself  as  a  general  merchant,  and  they  have  now 
built  up  an  extensive  and  lucrative  trade.  They 
are  prompt  and  relial>le  in  their  business  trans- 
actions, and  thus  have  olitained  a  good  standing  as 
business  men  and  citizens. 

To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  LaSelle  there  iiave  been  born 
four  children,  one  son  and  three  daughters,  namely  : 
Addie  M.,  now  the  wife  of  L  L.  Fiske;  Adelia  N., 
Frank  G.  and  Lizzie  D.  The  family  residence  is  a 
neat  and  comfortable  structure,  and  its  inmates  are 
surrounded  by  all  the  comforts  of  life,  enjoying 
also  many  of  its  luxuries.  Mr.  LaSelle  presented  his 
son  Frank  with  a  share  in  the  business,  and  the  latter 
bids  fair  to  emulat/e  his  father  in  point  of  business 
l)rinciples  and  ability.  They  are  both  ardent  sup- 
porters of  Republican  principles. 

f^  R.  JAMES  T.  ARMSTKO^'G.  Superin- 
tendent of  the  Is'ebraska  Institution  for 
Feeble-Minded  Youth,  and  which  is  lo- 
cated in  the  eastern  portion  of  the  cit}'  of 
Beatrice,  assumed  the  duties  of  his  responsible 
position  on  the  12th  of  August,  1886,  an<l  is  dis- 
charging them  with  much  efficiency'.  He  is  a  man 
of  fine  business  and  mental  cap.acities,  a  native  of 
Columbiana  Count\-,  Ohio,  and- was  born  near  Han- 
overton,  Dec.  28,  1856.  When  a  child  two  years 
of  age,  his  parents  came  to  Iowa,  settling  on  a  farm 
in  Jefferson  County.  The  father,  Titus  Armstrong, 
was  a  native  of  Ohio,  and  the  mother,  Anna  M. 
(Stever)  Armstrong,  was  born  near  Carrolltown,  Pa. 
Their  family  consisted  of  two  children  only,  our 
subject  and  his  brother  Willard.  The  latter  died 
when  four  years  old,  and  his  father  died  in  1858. 
His  mother  is  living  in  Washington  County,  Iowa. 
The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  reared  to  manhood, 
passing  his  boyhood  and  youth  after  the  manner  of 
most  farmers'  sons,  and  acquiring  his  early  educa- 
tion in  the  district  school.  Later  he  attended  the 
academy  at  Fairfield,  Iowa,  and  then  he  entered 
Parsons'    College  at    that   place.     After  emerging 
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thence  he  became  a  student  of  the  State  University 
at  Iowa  C'it3%  where  he  continuerl  two  years.  He 
then  took  up  the  study'  of  medicine  under  tlie  in- 
struction of  Dr.  O.  W.  Archibald,  of  Glen^Vood, 
and  subsequently  entered-  the  medical  department 
of  the  State  University,  from  which  he  was  gradu- 
ated March  5,  1879. 

Dr.  Armstrong  began  the  practice  of  his  pro- 
fession in  Southwestern  Iowa,  and  during  his  four 
years'  residence  there  built  up  a  good  business 
among  the  people  of  that  region.  Afterward  chang- 
ing his  residence  to  Omaha,  lie  practiced  there  until 
assuming  charge  of  the  institution  with  which  he  is 
now  connected.  The  buildings  of  this  were  com- 
pleted during  the  year  188G,  and  Dr.  Armstrong 
■was  installed  as  its  first  Superintendent.  He  main- 
tains a  careful  oversight  of  every  department,  and 
has  chosen  an  efficient  corps  of  assistants,  so  that 
the  domestic  arrangements,  as  well  as  tliose  relating 
to  the  education  of  the  inmates,  closely  approach 
perfection.  In  the  development  of  the  darkened 
intellects  under  his  charge  Dr.  Armstrong  takes 
the  keenest  interest,  and  his  ingenuity  is  often 
taxed  to  the  utmost  to  devise  the  best  methods  for 
their  well-being,  morally,  mentally  and  physically. 

The  marriage  of  Dr.  James  T.  Armstrong  and 
Miss  Maude  Archibald,  of  Glenwood,  Iowa,  was 
celebrated  at  the  home  of  the  bride.  June  30,  1881. 
Mrs.  Armstrong  was  born  in  Nova  Scotia,  and  was  a 
daughter  of  E.  T.  Archibald.  The  parents  of  Mrs. 
Armstrong  still  reside  in  Nova  Scotia.  Of  this 
union  there  have  been  born  two  sons — Paul  C.  and 
Osborn  A.  Mrs.  Armstrong  departed  this  life  at 
her  home  at  the  institution,  Sept.  27,  1887,  and  the 
Doctor's  son,  Osborn  A.,  died  Oct.  19,  1888,  aged 
four  years  and  three  days. 

Among  the  representative  men  of  the  State  we 
are  pleased  to  present  the  portrait  of  this  well- 
known  gentleman. 


^^ 


\il^  ENRY  ARLINGTON  LaSELLE.  The 
Ir/^J;  name  of  this  gentleman  is  recognized '  as 
/^^  that  of  one  of  the  leading  business  men  of 
(^)  Beatrice,  Neb.,  of  which  he  has  been  a  resi- 
dent since  the   spring  of  1867.     A  native    of  the 


Empire  State,  he  was  born  in  Lebanon,  Madison 
Co..  N.  Y.,  Aug.  5,  1838. 

Our  subject  was  the  third  son  and  fourth  child 
of  Mason  A.  and  Dorcas  (Conant)  LaSelle,  whose 
family  included  eleven  children,  six  sons  and  five 
daughters,  viz:  W.  M.  LaSelle,  of  Beatrice;  Cor- 
nelia, now  Mrs.  Dr.  LaSelle  Hutchings,  of  Brooklyn, 
N.  Y. ;  Webster,  deceased  ;  Henry  A.,  the  subject  of 
this  sketch;  Mary,  now  Mrs.  M.E.Richmond,  of 
St.  Louis;  Ophelia,  now  Mrs.  Edwin  Oatman,  of 
Lawrence,  Neb. ;  Flora,  now  Mrs.  D.  C.  Humphrey, 
of  Los  Angeles.  Cal. ;  Albert  E.  LaSelle,  of  George- 
town, N.  Y. ;  L.  F.  LaSelle,  of  Beatrice,  Neb. ;  Ellen, 
now  Mrs.  E.  C.  Salisbury,  of  Beatrice;  and  Frank 
C.  LaSelle,  of  Herndon.  Kan. 

Mason  A.  LaSelle,  the  father  of  our  subject,  was 
born  in  Madison  County,  N.  Y.,  and  died  at  his 
home  thez-e  March  18,  1875,  at  the  age  of  sixty- 
seven  years.  He  followed  farming  his  entire  life, 
and  was  a  plain,  solid,  unobstrusive  citizen,  who 
pursued  the  even  tenor  of  his  way,  performing 
life's  duties  creditably,  and  living  at  peace  with  all. 
The  mother,  also  a  native  of  Madison  County,  N. 
Y.,  was  the  daughter  of  Deacon  Conant,  of  Eaton, 
N.  Y. 

The  paternal  grandfather  of  our  subject,  Josiah 
LaSelle.  was  a  native  of  Connecticut,  and  married 
Miss  Eunice  Webb,  of  Hartford ;  they  moved  to 
Lebanon,  N.  Y.,  in  1 802,  and  consequently  were 
pioneers.  He  was  quite  a  boy  when  the  Revolu- 
tionary War  broke  out,  and  lived  to  the  advanced 
age  of  ninety-three  years,  his  death  taking  place  at 
Lebanon,  N.  Y.,  in  August,  1865,  having  lived  to 
see  the  beginning  and  close  of  every  war  of  the 
United  States. 

The  parents  of  our  subject  soon  after  their  mar- 
riage settled  in  Madison  County,  N.  Y.,  and  there 
Henry  A.  spent  his  boyhood  and  yoiith  on  the  old 
homestead.  He  pursued  his  studies  first  in  the 
district  school,  and  later  attended  Hamilton  Acad- 
emy. At  the  age  of  eighteen  he  went  west  with 
an  uncle,  and  spent  two  years  in  Fayette  County, 
Iowa,  where  he  taught  his  first  school,  and  assisted 
his  uncle  in  opening  up  a  new  farm  ;  returning  home 
in  1859  he  completed  his  studies  at  Oneida  Confer- 
ence Seminary,  at  Cazenovia,  N.  Y.,  where  he  spent 
two  yfears.  Soon  after,  the  Civil  War  heing  in  prog- 
m^ 
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ress.  he  enlisted  in  Company  D,  114tli  New  Yoik 
Stale  Volunteers,  under  coniniand  of  Col.  Elislia  B. 
Smith.  In  the  capacity  of  a  soldier  young  LaSelle 
.acquitted  himself  creditably  as  a  non-commissioned 
officer,  receiving  many  evidences  of  the  esteem  and 
confidence  of  his  superior  officers,  and  w.as  finally 
assigned  to  detached  commissary  duty  at  New  Or- 
leans, La.,  having  in  charge  a  body  of  1,300  men. 
and  near  the  close  of  the  war  rejoined  his  command 
in  tiie  Shenandoah  Valley,  Va.,  under  Gen.  Hancock, 
and  after  the  assassination  of  Lincoln  went  imme- 
diately to  Washington,  where  his  regiment  formed 
a  part  of  the  grand  guard  around  the  city  during 
the  capture  of  Booth  and  the  trial  of  the  assassins, 
finallj'  taking  part  in  the  grand  review  of  the 
armies  of  the  Union  at  the  close  of  the  war.  Capt. 
LaSelle  received  his  honorable  discharge  at  Elmira, 
N.  Y.,  in  June,  1865.  During  his  services  in  the 
war  he  bore  an  honorable  part  in  Gen.  Banks'  expe- 
dition to  the  Gulf,  also  in  the  Teche  campaign 
■west  of  New  Orleans,  was  forty-two  days  under  fire 
at  the  siege  and  final  capture  of  Port  Hudson  ;  took 
part  in  the  battle  of  Donaldsonville,  and  in  the 
Franklin  expedition  on  the  Gulf  to  Sabine  Pass, 
and  other  minor  engagements.  He  was  one  of  the 
fortunate  ones  of  some  300  who  were  left  of  the 
H4th  that  went  out  full  1,000  strong,  to  reach 
home.  The  following  winter  he  spent  in  New 
York  City,  but  in  the  early  spring  of  1866  was 
called  home  to  the  bedside  of  his  dj'ing  mother, 
and  in  April  set  his  face  toward  the  tlien  Far  West. 
Crossing  the  Missouri  River  he  took  up  his  abode 
at  St.  Joseph,  Mo.,  where  he  spent  about  a  year  en- 
gaged ill  real-estate  and  railroad  work,  in  the  mean- 
time visiting  Nebraska,  then  a  Territory,  for  the 
first  time,  and  entered  a  quantity  of  Government 
land  near  Beatrice,  and  settled  in  Beatrice  in  the 
spring  of  1887,  then  a  small  outpost  town  of  al)out 
twenty  buildrngs.  He  secured  by  homestead  and 
by  purchase  other  tracts  of  laud,  and  also  invested 
a  portion  of  his  capital  in  a  stock  of  general  mer- 
chanflise,  which  he  opened  up  in  a  little  log  store- 
room near  the  present  track  of  the  Burlington  & 
Missouri  River  Railroad.  For  a  period  of  fifteen 
years  he  thus  eng.iged  in  trade  with  quite  satisfactory 
results,  but  about  1882,  through  natural  desire  for 
change,  branched  out  into  the  real-estate  and  loan 


business,  and  witlidrew  from  merchandising,  con- 
fining his  attention  to  his  new  business,  in  whicli 
he  has  also  met  with  success. 

Li  April,  1875,  Mr.  LaSelle  married  a  most  es- 
timable lady,  Mrs.  Elizabeth  Crawford,  of  Council 
Bluffs,  Iowa.  Their  marriage  took  place  at  Pough- 
keepsie,  N.  Y.,  where  she  had  taken  up  her  resi- 
dence after  the  death  of  her  husband,  William  G, 
Crawford,  for  the  purpose  of  educating  her  daugh- 
ter. Mr.  Crawford  resided  for  a  time  in  Nebraska, 
in  Territorial  days,  and  was  a  member  of  the  Legis- 
lature during  tlie  term  of  1857-58,  but  soon  after 
removed  to  Council  Bluffs,  where  he  became  a 
prominent  member  of  the  Iowa  bar.  His  death 
took  place  Nov.  14,  1870,  at  Council  Bluffs. 

Mrs.  LaSelle  was  born  in  Ripley.  Brown  Co., 
Ohio,  May  19,  1838,  and  is  the  daughter  of  M.  M. 
and  Sarah  B.  (Walker)  Campbell,  who  were  natives 
of  Virginia,  and  spent  their  last  years  in  Iowa  and 
Nebraska.  Of  her  first  marri.ige  there  was  born 
one  child  only,  a  daughter,  Kittie  C,  who  is  now 
the  wife  of  Joseph  B.  Buchanan,  of  Beatrice.  Mr. 
LaSelle,  politically,  gives  his  support  to  the  Repub- 
lican party,  and  has  been  quite  prominent  in  local 
affairs. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  LaSelle  are  members  of  the  Pres- 
byterian Church.  He  became  identified  witii  the 
Beatrice  church  at  its  organization  in  18U;>,  is  a 
Trustee  and  one  of  its  chief  pillars.  Sociall3',  he  is 
a  member  of  Rawlins  Post,  G.  A.  R..  and  the  I.  O. 
O.  F.,  having  passed  the  chairs  in  the  lodge  at 
Beatrice.  His  family  residence  is  at  No.  623 
North  Fifth  street,  corner  of  Washington   street. 
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,^  HRISTOPHER  KNOCHE  is  wi.lely  and  fa- 
li  n  durably  known  in  the  county  as  one  of  the 
^^^J  progressive  and  successful  farmers  and  stock- 
raisers  of  Lincoln  Township,  where  his  beautiful 
farm  of  160  acres  is  located  on  section  16.  This 
property  is  part  of  the  school  land  which  he  first 
leased  in  1874,  and  continued  under  that  arrange- 
ment until  1882,  when  he  purchased  it,  and  has 
continued  to  improve  it  until  the  present  high 
state  of  cultivation  has  been  reached.  His  home  is 
among  the  most   pleasant,  commodious  and  com- 
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fortable,  and  his  farm  buildings  are  substantial,  well 
and  convenientlj'  arranged,  admirably  adapted  to 
the  various  uses  and  necessities. 

Our  subject  came  to  the  State  and  county  in 
1872, "and  for  four  years  rented  a  farm,  and  was  so 
pleased  with  the  climate,  surrounding  soil  and  pro- 
duction, that  he  determined  to  make  it  his  home, 
with  the  above-mentioned  result.  The  secret  of  his 
success  lies  in  the  fact  that  he  thoroughly  under- 
stands his  work,  that  he  knows  both  what  is  re- 
quired, and  the  best  methods  by  which  the  purpose 
maj'  be  effected,  which  knowledge,  coupled  with 
the  patience,  thrift  and  large  aptitude  for  industri- 
ous effort,  has  been  productive  of  the  prosperity 
which  he  to-day  enjoys,  and  other  things  being 
equal,  like  effects  will  proceed  from  like  causes  in 
every  instance. 

Mr.  Knoche  is  a  native  of  Germany,  and  was 
borp  on  the  28th  of  September,  1 835,  to  Henry  and 
Mary  (Orendorff)  Knoche.  The  father  of  uur  sub- 
ject, who  never  left  his  native  country,  followed  the 
occupation  of  a  blacksmith,  and  was  considered  a 
skilled  worker.  Our  subject  came  to  the  United 
States  in  the  year  1850,  and  was  followed  some 
years  after  by  his  mother,  who  is  now  residing 
with  her  daughter,  Mrs.  Shelhorn,  and  has  reached 
the  advanced  age  of  seventy -three  years.  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Knoche,  Sr.,  were  both  members  of  the  Lu- 
theran Church,  and  were  brought  up  in  its  com- 
munion from  infancy. 

Our  subject  is  the  eldest  of  three  sons  and  one 
daughter;  besides  these  the  family  circle  included 
one  half-sister.  With  the  exception  of  this  lady 
and  one  brother,  all  the  family  have  become  resi- 
dents of  this  country.  Mr.  Knoche  was  brought  up 
in  Germany,  and  there  received  his  education. 
Upon  coming  to  this  country  he  first  settled  in 
Chicago,  111.,  and  then  engaged  as  a  farm  hand. 
He  was  quite  careful  and  saving,  and  at  that  time 
engaged  in  laying  the  foundation  for  the  success  of 
these  later  years. 

Upon  the  17th  of  January,  1859,  at  Black  Walnut, 
which  is  about  thirty  miles  south  of  Chicago,  111., 
our  subject  was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Mary 
Hottendorf,  who  was  born  at  Riepen,  Ma}'  3,  1836, 
and  is  the  daughter  of  Fred  and  Mary  Hottendorf. 
She  came  to  this  country  when  about  twenty -two 


years  of  age,  accompanied  by  her  uncle,  and  lo- 
cated near  Chicago,  where  she  met  our  subject. 
She  has  presented  her  husband  with  eight  children, 
whose  names  are  recorded  as  follows:  Sophia,  the 
wife  of  Dan  Moshel;  Henry,  who  is  the  husband 
of  Minnie  Turner,  and  whose  farm  is  southwest  of 
Beatrice;  Mary  is  the  wife  of  Fred  Shimel,  of  Jef- 
ferson County;  Otto,  who  is  his  father's  assistant 
upon  the  farm ;  Minnie,  happily  married  to  Fred 
Yarko,  also  of  Jefferson  Countj';  Christ,  Joseph 
and  Lotta,  all  of  whom  are  at  home. 

The  religious  connections  of  our  subject  and  his 
wife  are  in  the  Lutheran  Church,  of  which  they 
have  been  adherents  since  their  confirmation.  In 
political  matters  our  subject  is  in  harmony  with 
the  Democratic  party,  of  which  he  has  for  years 
been  a  supporter.  This  interesting  familj'  is  much 
respected  in  the  community,  and  our  subject  is 
among  the  leading  German-American  citizens  of 
the  township. 


JOHN  WOLFE  was  born  in  Coshocton  County, 
Ohio,  in  White  Eyes  Plains,  on  the  12th  of 
June,  1839,  and  is  a  son  of  David  and  Eliza 
Wolfe,  who  were  natives  of  the  same  State. 
The  father  was  a  son  of  one  of  the  early  pioneers 
of  White  Eyes  Plains,  who  settled  there  before  the 
War  of  1812,  and  about  the  time  Ohio  was  admitted 
as  a  State  into  the  Union.  Our  subject  spent  his 
early  years  on  the  old  homestead  which  had  been 
in  the  family  possession  for  a  great  many  years. 
During  his  school  days  he  received  the  educational 
advantages  offered  by  the  common  schools,  though 
they  were  but. meager,  and  after  that  time  he  as- 
sisted his  father  in  the  work  of  the  farm,  develop- 
ing phj'sical  strength  and  intellectual  abilities  as  he 
advanced  to  manhood's  years,  and  thus  the  time 
passed  until  the  breaking  out  of  the  war. 

When  our  subject  was  about  twenty-two  years 
old  he  enlisted  in  Company  C,  51st  Ohio  Infantry, 
under  Capt.  Benjamin  F.  Heskett,  whose  place  was 
supplied  after  his  death  by  Carter  B.  Harrison.  He 
participated  with  his  regiment  in  the  battles  of 
Stone  River  and  Chickamauga,  at  the  latter  place 
being  taken  prisoner  by  Longstreet's  men,  but  was 
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exchangcrl  and  sent  to  Columbus.  He  then  par- 
ticipated in  the  battles  of  Ringgold,  Resaca,  Peacii- 
tree  Creek,  and  in  others,  distinguishing  himself 
for  his  courage  and  bravery,  and  his  loyalty  to  the 
cause  for  which  so  many  valiant  men  battled,  and 
for  which  so  many  perished  ;  our  subject  fortunatel}' 
was  but  slightly  wounded  at  the  battle  of  Chicka- 
mauga.  He  was  honorably  discharged  in  1864, 
after  which  be  returned  to  his  home  and  again  en- 
gaged in  the  duties  of  a  civilian.  In  March,  18G5, 
he  moved  to  Henderson  County,  111.,  where  he 
continued  the  occupation  which  he  had  learned 
when  a  boy  until  1879,  in  which  year  he  moved  to 
this  countj'  and  made  his  home  on  his  present  farm. 
He  now  owns  eighty  acres  of  good  farming  land  on 
section  28,  Barneston  Township,  on  which  he  has 
made  very  many  improvements,  and  which,  in  re- 
turn for  his  diligence  and  the  labor  expended  on  it, 
yields  a  fair  crop  of  cereals  and  general  farm  prod- 
uce. He  also  gives  some  attention  to  the  raising 
of  live  stock,  cattle,  horses  and  hogs,  and  has  been 
generally  successful. 

On  the  17th  of  March,  18fi4,  after  his  return 
from  the  service  as  a  prisoner  of  war,  our  subject 
was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Matilda  P\Gray, 
a  daughter  of  David  J.  and  Henrietta  Gray,  who 
also  lived  in  White  Eyes  Plains,  in  Ohio.  The 
father  had  enlisted  as  a  Union  soldier  in  the  late 
war,  and  was  nobly  engaged  in  defending  his 
country  when  he  lost  his  life  near  Vicksburg,  being 
among  the  large  number  of  valiant  soldiers  who 
died  far  from  home  amid  the  cruel  scenes  of  the 
battle-field.  The  mother  died  in  White  Eyes 
Plains,  Ohio,  March  27,  1855.  Mrs.  Wolfe  was 
born  in  AVhite  Eyes  Plains  on  the  4ih  of  Septem- 
ber, 1839,  and  by  her  marriage  with  our  subject 
has  become  the  mother  of  five  children,  who  bear 
the  names  of  Anna  L.,  Gertrude,  Clara  A.,  Orvil 
G.  and  Elmer  E.  Anna  married  Francis  E.  God- 
frey', of  this  township,  and  has  one  child,  named 
Gertrude  E.;  the  remaining  members  of  the  famil}' 
are  at  home. 

The  war  career  of  our  subject  entitles  him  to  an 
honorable  membership  in  the  Colman  Post  No. 
115,  G.  A  R.,  of  Wymore,  which  is  an  active  or- 
ganization, and  has  a  membership  of  about  ninety. 
While  he  is  interested  in  the  state  of  politics  and 


is  concerned  for  the  welfare  of  tlie  country  he  does 
not  take  an  active  part  in  advocating  the  policy  of 
any  one  of  the  parties,  though  he  is  a  member  of 
the  Republican  organization,  and  generally  votes 
for  the  candidates  of  that  party.  He  and  his  wife 
are  esteemed  members  of  the  United  Brethren 
Church,  of  Olive  Branch,  and  as  progressive  and  in- 
telligent citizens  they  are  entitled  to  honorable 
mention  among  the  well-respected  families  of  their 
township. 


J-IJOHN  AL.SBACH,  M.  D.,  widely  and  favor- 
ably known  as  one  of  the  uiost  efficient 
I  surgeons  an<l  physicians  of  Beatrice,  was 
/  born  in  the  city  of  St.  Gallen,  Switzerland^ 
March  19,  1827,  and  is  the  son  of  Jacob  and  Eliza- 
beth Alsbach,  who  were  also  of  Swiss  birth  and 
parentage,  and  whose  family  consisted  of  five  sons. 
The  parents  spent  their  entire  lives  upon  their  native 
soil. 

At  the  age  of  six  j-ears  our  subject,  i;i  accordance 
with  the  laws  and  customs  of  liis  native  country, 
was  placed  in  school  and  pursued  his  studies  until 
a  youth  of  fifteen.  He  was  then  required  to  con- 
fine his  attention  strictly  to  farming,  and  was  thus 
employed  until  twenty  j'ears  old.  In  the  summer 
of  1853,  impatient  of _  the  restraints  which  would 
not  allow  him  to  branch  out  as  he  desired,  he  set 
sail  for  America,  and  after  a  voyage  of  fort3'-seven 
days  landed  safely  in  New  York  City.  Not  long 
afterward,  however,  he  proceeded  southward  to 
New  Orleans,  where  he  engaged  in  the  practice  of 
medicine,  and  lived  until  the  year  1864.  During 
the  war  he  was  occupied  at  New  Orleans,  and  after 
its  close  migrated  north  to  Marietta,  Ohio,  of  which 
he  remained  a  resident  for  sixteen  years,  and  occu- 
pied himself  at  his  profession.  In  the  year  1873  he 
removed  to  Lincoln,  111.,  and  in  the  fall  of  1877 
turned  his  steps  still  further  westward,  and  coming 
to  this  county  located  in  tiie  cit^'  of  Beatrice,  and 
was  soon  recognized  as  one  of  its  most  jjr.actical 
and  skillful  physicians.  He  follows  the  Old  School 
system,  and  has  for  his  partner  his  step-daughter, 
Miss  Elizabeth  Grabe,  who  posses.ses  fine  capabili- 
ties, and  seems  [larticularly  adai)led  to  the  profes- 
sion. The  wife  of  our  subject,  formerly  Mrs.  Louisa 
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Gi-abe,  was  born  in  Marietta,  Washington  Co.,  Ohio, 
in  1837,  and  was  marrierl  to  Dr.  Alshach  at  Lincohi, 
111.,  in  March,  1878.  Her  first  husband,  August 
Grabe,  died  at  Marietta,  Ohio,  leaving  two  daughters. 
The  widow,  with  her  children,  not  long  afterward 
moved  to  Lincoln,  111. 

The  family  residence  of  our  subject  is  a  tasteful 
and  substantial  structure,  located  in  the  eastern 
part  of  the  city,  and  is  one  of  its  most  attractive 
and  comfortable  homes.  Dr.  Alsbach  in  the  winter 
of  1  884-85  took  a  course  of  lectures  in  the  College 
of  Physicians  and  Surgeons  at  St.  Louis,  Mo.,  from 
which  he  was  graduated  with  honors;  he  is  now  in 
the  thirty-third  j'ear  of  his  practice.  Miss  Elizabeth 
Grabe  is  a  regular  graduate  of  the  Woman's  Medi- 
cal College,  of  Philadelphia,  Pa.,  in  the  class  of '84, 
and  is  a  ladj'  of  more  than  ordinary  capabilities, 
one  who  has  established  herself  in  a  marked  degree 
in  the  confidence  and  esteem  of  the  people,  among 
whom  she  labors  in  a  faithful  and  conscientious 
manner.  Her  sister  Lorena  E.  is  a  compounder  and 
pharmacist  of  the  office,  and  is  also  a  }'oung  lady 
more  than  ordinarily  bright,  and  finely  adapted  to 
the  duties  which  she  has  assumed. 


I  I^ILLIAM  W.  ( 
\fj//  years  been  ide 
W^      of    Highland 


CLOUGH  has  for  fourteen 
entified  with  the  public  affairs 
Township,  and  has  proved 
himself  an  enterprising  citizen  of  the  same.  He  is 
a  native  of  Venango  County,  Pa.,  and  was  born  on 
the  24th  of  February,  1846,  his  parents,  Horace  P. 
and  Anna  Clough,  having  been  natives  of  New 
York,  who  had  made  their  home  in  Pennsylvania. 
His  mother  died  in  the  year  1866,  when  she  was 
fifty-four  years  old,  and  the  father  is  now  residing 
in  this  county,  having  reached  the  age  of  about 
seventj'-two  years.  In  their  family  there  were  nine 
children,  of  whom  the  following  survive:  Marion 
M.,  in  Nemaha  Township,  this  count}' ;  Levi  D.,  in 
Cortland,  the  editor  of  the  Cortland  Herald;  Hor- 
ace J.,  also  in  the  same  city;  Lucy  M.,  the  wife  of 
R.  G.  Gilmore,  of  Highland  Township;  Otis  R.,  in 
Peoria,  111. ;  William  W.,  our  subject ;  Josephine,  the 
wife  of  Lee  Johnson,  of  Pennsylvania,  and  Celeste 
■<•■. 


A.,  the  wife  of  Enos  Barkoy,  Jr.,  of  Highland 
Townshii). 

Our  subject  spent  the  first  twenty  years  of  his 
life  in  his  native  State,  after  which  he  took  the  re- 
sponsibility of  shaping  his  future  course  in  life  into 
his  own  hands,  and  thinking  that  he  would  take 
advantage  of  the  inducements  offered  by  the  rap- 
idly developing  Western  country,  he  went  to  Henr}' 
County,  111.,  where  he  resided  a  number  of  years 
and  successfully  managed  a  farm  which  he  rented. 
He  was  married,  in  Henry  County,  111.,  on  the  23d 
of  June,  1868,  to  Miss  Frances  Welch,  who  was 
born  in  Philadelphia,  Ohio,  on  the  15th  of  June, 
1848,  and  is  a  daughter  of  Zachariah  and  Anna 
Welch,  who  were  natives  of  Pennsylvania  and  Ohio 
respectively.  Her  father  died  in  the  year  1876, 
when  he  was  about  sixty  jears  old,  and  her  mother 
is  still  residing  in  Henry  County,  111.  By  their 
marriage  our  subject  and  his  wife  have  become  the 
parents  of  seven  children,  whose  names  and  the 
dates  of  their  birth  are  appended  as  follows :  Claude 
A.  was  born  Nov.  1,  1869;  Ella  A.,  June  4,  1872; 
Bessie  A.,  Nov.  13,  1873;  Ralph  Z.,  Aug.  27,1875; 
Harry  G.,  Jan.  6,  1877;  Ray,  in  September,  1878; 
Ira,  Aug.  27,  1883. 

In  the  spring  of  1874  our  subject  brought  his 
family  to  this  county,  and  bought  160  acres  of  land 
of  the  Burlington  &  Missouri  River  Land  Company, 
at  $6  per  acre,  and  made  his  home  on  it  ere  there 
had  been  a  furrow  turned.  He  began  at  once  to 
put  it  in  a  condition  for  cultivation,  and  gradually 
has  worked  it  up  to  its  present  splendid  condition, 
having  made  many  noticeable  improvements  which 
could  have  been  accomplished  only  by  much  hard 
labor  and  industry.  He  has  endured  the  usual  hard- 
ships and  self-denials  which  seemed  a  necessary 
accompaniment  of  an  early  settler's  life,  although 
he  has  enjoyed  the  society  of  many  other  residents 
who  were  here  before  him,  and  in  that  respect  he 
had  a  great  advantage  over  the  first  settlers,  who 
came  when  Indians  and  wild  animals  claimed  this 
section  for  their  home,  and  if  there  were  any  white 
neighbors  they  were  many  miles  distant.  When  our 
subject  arrived  in  this  county  he  had  one  wagon  and 
team,  his  household  goods,  and  what  money  there 
was  left  of  the  §25  with  which  he  started.  He  has 
seen  the  vast  changes  which  have  been  wrought  in 


•^^*- 


I     ' 


4 


GAGE  COUNTY. 


one  and  a  half  decades,  and  he  lias  contributed  his 
share  of  labor  and  funds  toward  the  public  improve- 
ments. He  is  a  Republican  in  politics,  and  has 
ahvajs  favored  the  measures  by  wliich  tlie  good  of 
bis  country'  and  the  interests  of  his  communitj' might 
be  secured,  and  is  anxious  that  its  advantages,  edu- 
cationally and  religiously,  may  rank  with  those  of 
the  surroundiiio;  communities. 


^1  UGUST   ZAHLTEN.     In    the    subject    of 
'@yi-lli    this  biographical  compendium    is   found   a 
11  J)    worthy  representative  of  that  Kingdom  now 
^  absorbed  in  the  German  Empire,   Prussia, 

that  lias  in  the  past  played  no  unimportant  part  in 
the  history  of  Europe.  Its  people  are  of  Teutonic 
origin,  and  possess  the  solid,  sterling  and  unassum- 
ing qualities  distinctive  of  the  race.  His  father, 
Frank  Zahlten,  was  born  in  Oberschwedeldorf, 
Prussia.  The  maiden  name  of  his  wife  was  Beata 
Habel,  who  was  born  in  the  same  place.  Her  hus- 
band was  by  occupation  a  grocer,  and  followed  that 
business  until  the  1st  of  August,  1886,  when  he 
died  at  his  home.  The  family  of  which  our  sub- 
ject was  a  member  numbered  seven  sons  and  one 
daughter,  all  of  whom  attained  to  years  of  ma- 
turity. Of  these  the  only  member  of  the  family  who 
came  to  the  United  .States  was  our  subject. 

Mr.  August  Zahlten  was  born  on  the  Gth  of  Jan- 
uary, 1846,  in  Oberschwedeldorf,  and  continued  to 
reside  at  home  until  he  reached  the  age  of  nine- 
teen years,  which  were  occupied  from  arrival  at  the 
usual  age  in  the  various  duties  of  school,  which 
was  followed  for  a  period  of  four  years  in  learning 
the  trade  of  a  miller,  which  he  continued  to  follow 
for  about  three  years.  In  April  of  1866  he  left 
Prussia  and  came  to  America,  for  a  time  making 
his  home  in  Brooklyn,  thence  migrating  to  Algona, 
Iowa,  where  an  uncle  was  living.  With  him  he 
emained  one  year,  working  upon  the  farm  ;  he  then 
engaged  in  a  flouring-mill,  and  worked  in  the  same 
for  about  eight  years. 

In  1872  our  subject  entered  into  wedlock  with 
Mary  Sophia  Apel,  daughter  of  John  Julius  and 
Elnora  (Burckhart)  Apel.  Her  father  was  born  in 
Germany  in  1825,  and  came  to  this  country   when 


fifteen  years  of  age,  and  was  engaged  vvith  much 
prosperity  in  farming  until  his  death,  April  30, 
1888.  His  wife,  a  native  of  the  same  country,  was 
born  upon  the  6th  of  May,  1830,  and  now  lives  in 
Arkans.as.  Their  family  included  eight  children, 
seven  of  whom  are  now  living.  Their  names  are 
recorded  as  follows:  John,  a  farmer  of  Thayer 
County,  Nel). ;  "William,  of  Arkansas  County,  Ark., 
in  which  place  each  of  the  succeeding  members  of 
the  family  reside,  excepting  only  Sophia,  the  wife 
of  our  subject.  These  are  Nora;  Rosetta,  now 
Mrs.  Uriah  Hawkins;  Lewis  and  August,  both  of 
whom  are  agriculturists. 

The  birth  of  Mrs.  Zahlten  occurred  upon  the  12th 
of  March,  1850,  in  Crawford  Countj',  Ohio,  and  she 
was  married-at  Algona,  Kossuth  Co.,  Iowa,  April 
13,  1872.  For  two  years  after  this  event  our  sub- 
ject continued  to  follow  his  emploj^ment  at  the 
mill,  but  in  1874  he  removed  to  Saline  County,  in 
this  State,  and  for  three  and  a  half  years  followed 
the  same  employment.  At  the  end  of  that  period 
the  removal  to  this  county  was  effected,  where  he 
leased  200  acresof  school  land  for  twenty-five  years, 
and  commenced  farming,  making  stock-raising  the 
special  feature  thereof.  In  1884  he  had  prospered 
so  that  he  was  able  to  purchase  a  quarter  of  section 
24,  Sherman  Township,  paying  for  the  same  $12  per 
acre.  At  tliat  time  it  was  all  wild,  uncultivated 
and  undeveloped  land,  but  thanks  to  his  industry 
it  is  now  well  improved  and  brought  to  a  high  state 
of  cultivation.  Upon  it  he  has  seldom,  if  ever,  less 
than  100  head  of  cattle,  and  from  fifty  to  100  hogs. 
In  1879  he  suffered  an  exceedingly  lieavj'  loss  by 
prairie  fires,  that  destroyed  everything  save  only 
his  house  and  buildings,  but  despite  this  and  every 
other  reverse  and  dilHculty,  he  who  but  a  few  years 
ago  had  not  even  suflicient  to  take  him  to  his 
uncle,  as  previously  mentioned,  has  accumulated  a 
fair  competency  and  acquired  a  handsome  property. 

In  his  religious  convictions  our  subject  follows 
the  teachings  of  the  Catholic  Church,  of  which  he 
is  a  devout  member.  His  wife  walks  in  the  light 
of  the  instructions  of  the  Lutheran  Church,  in 
which  she  was  brought  up.  Their  family  includes 
five  children,  who  are  all  still  at  home.  Their 
names  are  as  follows:  Richard  J.,  boni  in  the  year 
1873;  Joseph  A.,  Jan.  29,  1876;  Ernest  A.,   April 
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1.  1878:  Bertha  M.,  May  2.  1880, 'and  Clara  Ame- 
lia, Jan.  3.    1  884. 

For  a  period  of  nine  j'ears  Mr.  Zalilten  has  heen 
School  Treasurer,  and  also  for  several  years  a 
member  of  the  School  Board.  These  offices,  en- 
tirely unsought  by  him,  are  all  he  has  ever  held. 
In  matters  political  he  is  strictly  independent:  the 
question  of  party  does  not  influence  him  a  particle. 
His  vote  is  given  only  to  that  candidate  who  in 
his  judgment  is  capable,  and  who  will  best  serve 
the  interests  of  the  people. 

\tL^ENRY  C.  STOLL.  Gage  County  has  few 
jifjlj  more  prominent  and  honorable  ■citizens  than 
~^^  Henry  C.  StoU,  whose  biography  is  here  pre- 
(.^  senled  in  condensed  form.  He  was  born  in 
Nassau,  Germany,  on  the  23d  of  February,  1830. 
When  sixteen  years  of  age  he  came  to  this  coun- 
try, and  located  in  New  York  City,  and  there  made 
his  home  until  1853,  engaged  in  the  confectionery 
business.  In  Will  County,  111.,  he  engaged  in  farm- 
ing until  1858,  and  then  built  a  flouring-mill  at 
Mokena,  111  This  was  burnt  in  1860,  and  resulted 
in  a  loss  to  him  of  $10,700.  This  swallowed  up  in 
one  conflagration  all  he  had  saved,  and  left  him  in 
debt  at  least  $1,600,  almost  all  due  to  Messrs.  Fair- 
lianks  &  Co.  This  amount  he  paid  in  the  fall,  eight 
years  later. 

From  Illinois  our  subject  went  to  Crawford 
County,  Mo.,  in  1861.  There  he  engaged  in  farm- 
ing, but  in  August  of  the  following  year  he  re- 
turned to  Illinois.  There  he  took  land  and  followed 
farming,  which  was  supplemented  by  a  creamery 
business,  and  every  year  saw  him  more  truly  suc- 
cessful. In  1867  he  became  a  stock  farmer,  and  be- 
gan the  breeding  of  thoroughbred  hogs,  continuing 
in  this  line  of  business  until  the  fall  of  1878,  enjoy- 
ing every  year  most  gratifying  financial  success. 
At  the  end  of  that  period  he  came  to  this  State,  and 
located  upon  the  farm  he  still  occupies.  He  pur- 
chased the  whole  of  section  17,  Riverside  Town- 
ship then  an  unbroken  stretch  of  prairiel  and,  and 
"was  most  uninviting,  but  he  had  faith  in  the  out- 
look, and  went  to  work.  To-day  it  were  no  easy 
more  com- 


task  to  find  a  better  cultivated  farm,  a 
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plete  set  of  farm  buildings,  or  more  adapted  to  the 
varied  uses  desired,  than  those  of  our  subject.  Ref- 
erence to  the  view  of  the  farm,  etc.,  in  this  volume, 
will  doubtless  make  this  more  clear.  His  dwelling 
is  a  splendid  specimen  of  the  architect's  and  mason's 
art.  and  was  erected  at  a  cost  of  not  less  than  $5,000. 
It  is  of  modern  design  and  style,  and  is  constructed 
of  limestone,  and  the  interior  finished  in  hardwood, 
and  the  whole  handsomely  decorated. 

Our  subject  has  been  very  careful  in  the  building 
of  his  stock  houses,  and  has  given  them  his  special 
care  and  personal  supervision,  both  before  and  dur- 
ing their  erection.  His  pig-pens  consist  of  half-acre 
lots,  and  one  pig-house  stands  24x100  feet,  and  is 
a  stout  frame  building  lined  with  brick,  lathed  and 
plastered.  This  is  designed  for  the  accommodation 
of  the  smaller  pigs  during  winter,  and  for  their 
further  comfort  this  house  is  heated  by  two  stoves 
throughout  the  more  severe  months.  Each  of  the 
above  referred  to  pig-pens  is  provided  with  good, 
stoutly  built  and  warm  sheds,  sufficiently  large  to 
accommodate  all  the  pigs  that  would  be  in  the  pens 
at  one  time.  At  feeding  time  the  hogs  are  provided 
for  by  a  wagon  especially  designed,  and  built  for 
the  purpose  of  handling  their  feed  with  the  least 
possible  inconvenience,  waste  or  objectionable  feat- 
ure. Our  subject  raises  Poland-China,  Chester- 
White,  small'white  Yorkshire,  and  Black  Essex  hogs, 
raising  not  less  than  400  head  per  annum.  His 
reputation  in  this  branch  of  industry  is  fully  estab- 
lished in  every  hog  market  throughout  the  country, 
and  wherever  he  is  kuowp  in  business  his  character 
is  such  that  his  word  is  taken  in  numerous  instances 
as  a  sufficient  guarantee,  where  usually  something 
more  tangible  is  required. 

Although  giving  attention  chiefly  to  hogs,  our 
subject  raises  quite  a  number  of  Holstein  and 
high-grade  cattle,  and  the  same  care  and  provision 
are  given  to  their  requirements  as  to  the  smaller 
stock.  Water  is  supplied  to  the  various  sheds, 
pens  and  tanks,  and  even  to  his  residence,  by  a  very 
powerful  windmill  puiap,  that  keeps  the  farm  thor- 
oughly supplied  with  all  the  water  that  is  required. 
Without  doubt  this  is  one  of  the  best  arranged  and 
most  thoroughly  equipped  stock  farms  in  the  county, 
besides  being  from  the  natural  situation  one  of  the 
most  delightful    places    for  residence.     Being  but 
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two  and  a  liatf  miles  southivcst  from  Beatrice,  it  is 
possible  to  enjoy  fnllj'  the  various  society  events  of 
that  beautifnl  citj'. 

Mr.  Stoll,  while  in  New  York  Cit}',  was  united 
in  marriage  with  INIiss  Barbara  Schieck,  April  18, 
185"2.  This  lady  is  a  native  of  German}',  and  came 
to  this  countr}^  in  the  year  1848,  when  about  thir- 
teen years  of  age.  She  was  born  Ai)ril  17,  183.'), 
in  Baden,  near  Heidelberg;  she  is  the  daughter  of 
Henry  George  and  Julia  Schieck.  They  had  a  fam- 
ily of  eleven  children,  seven  of  whom  grew  to  ma- 
turitj',  and  in  the  year  1848  the}'  emigrated  to 
America,  landing  in  New  York.  From  there  they 
made  their  way  to  Will  Count}',  111.,  and  settled  in 
Mokena,  that  county,  where  the  father  bought  a 
farm,  and  continued  to  farm  until  his  death,  which 
took  place  in  1885,  aged  a  little  over  ninety  years. 
The  mother  died  in  1886,  also  at  the  age  of  ninety 
years.  The}'  became  well-to-do,  and  assisted  all 
their  children  in  life.  Mrs.  .S.  has  presented  her  hus- 
band with  seven  bright,  healthy  boys,  and  five  girls, 
equally  well  endowed.  Matilda,  now  Mrs.  Roemer, 
of  Kansas  City;  Charles  M.,  Henry  A.,  Albert  F. ; 
Malena  J.,  now  Mrs.  Cunningham,  of  Marysville, 
Kan.;  Louis  J..  AVilliam  A..  Ferdinand  H.,  Nettie 
E.,  Barbary  A.,  Mary  H.  and  Edward  J.  All  of 
these  survive.  During  the  past  seven  years  our 
subject  has  not  had  a  doctor's  bill  to  tlie  amount  of 
85  presented  to  him  on  their  account.  Our  subject 
and  wife  were  both  brought  up  in  the  Lutheran 
Church,  and  have  ever  continued  their  membership 
in  that  communion.  Their  children  also  are  being 
reared  in  the  same  faith.  They  are  attendants  at 
the  church  at  Beatrice. 

Socially,  our  subject  is  connected  with  the  L  O. 
0.  F.,  and  is  a  member  of  Beatrice  Lodge  No.  19, 
and  also  of  the  Encampment  No.  16,  at  the  same 
place.  As  a  result  of  his  experiences  he  has  since 
the  war  been  a  Republican,  although  formerly  he  was 
a  Democrat.  In  Missouri,  whither  he  went  after  his 
mill  burned,  he  was  compelled  to  trade  a  S50  gun 
for  a  sack  of  meal,  in  order  to  keep  his  family  from 
starving  until  he  could  get  something  to  do.  Such 
was  the  public  sentiment  at  that  time  that  he  was 
obliged  to  hide  in  the  brush  for  over  two  weeks  in 
order  to  prevent  being  killed  by  rebels,  who  had 
threatened  his  life.      Upon  another  occasion   they    i 


called  upon  him  to  help  raise  a  pole  on  which  they 
had  put  a  rebel  ti.ig.  but  he  I'efused  utterly,  saying, 
"You  may  put  a  rope  around  my  neck  and  pull  me 
up  to  where  you  put  the  flag,  but  I  will  not  give  so 
much  as  the  strength  of  my  little  finger  in  assisting 
to  raise  that  pole  or  flag."  This  act  of  loyalty  was 
the  occasion  of  such  an  outburst  as  to  make  him 
leave  the  State.  This,  anil  also  numerous  other  in- 
cidents upon  the  same  line,  have  made  him  an  un- 
faltering Republican. 

This  history  of  our  subject  presents  many  features 
of  encouragement  to  those  who  are  still  engaged  in 
the  upward  struggle.  Not  only  Was  the  first  start 
in  life  due  to  his  own  effort,  but  each  of  the  three 
recommencements  be  has  since  made;  for  his  mis- 
fortunes have  been  many,  and  upon  three  different 
times  he  has  been  reduced  to  the  necessity  of  prac- 
tically beginning  life  anew.  Then  again  he  h.as  lost 
considerable  money  at  various  times  by  notes  he 
had  endorsed  for  friends,  who  failed  to  pay  the 
same  when  due.  However,  his  industry,  push  and 
good  management  have  enal)led  him  to  survive 
every  dis.aster,  surmount  every  obstacle,  and  attain 
this  ultimate  unqualified  success.  Mr.  Stoll  h.as  a 
section  of  land  in  Harlan  County,  this  State,  where 
it  is  his  intention  to  start  four  of  his  sons  in  stock- 
raising  in  the  coming  season,  and  their  success  is 
well-nigh  assured,  seeing  they  have  manifested  the 
same  high  ch.aracter  and  many  of  the  noble  per- 
sonal traits  possessed  by  their  father. 

One  of  the  most  delightful  rural  views  the  pub- 
lishers have  presented  to  the  public  in  many  years 
is  the  full-page  view  of  Mr.  Stoll's  residence,  and 
some  of  the  magnificent  animals  which  he  makes 
a  speci.ilty  in  raising. 

EMPTSY  H.  TROWBRIDGE.    Among  the 

\V  inspiring  and  elevating  influences  which 
act  upon  the  soul  in  this  life,  few  are  more 
potent  than  that  of  harmony,  especially  as 
rendered  by  a  well-trained  orchestra,  or  breathed 
from  the  soul  of  an  organ.  The  sketch  of  the 
salient  features  in  the  life  of  the  gentleman  whose 
name  stands  at  the  head  of  this  paper  presents  the 
history   of   the    first    trained   and    fully    educated 
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musician  established  in  Wymore.  Mr.  Trowbrirlge 
has  been  from  his  3'oiith  up  a  teacher  of  instru- 
mental and  vocal  music,  and  received  his  musical 
training  from  Prof.  George  F.  Root  and  Dr.  Pal- 
mer, both  of  international  reputation. 

Demptsy  Trowbridge,  the  father  of  our  subject, 
was  born  in  Bourbon  County.  Ky.,  Nov.  11,  1801. 
In  the  same  place  he  was  reared,  received  a  common- 
school  education,  and  afterward  learned  the  trade 
of  a  blacksmith,  after  which  he  taught  school  in 
Washington  County,  Ind.,  and  there  became  ac- 
quainted with,  and  finally  married  Miss  Edith  Skel- 
ton,  which  event  took  place  Nov.  27,  1823.  They 
became  the  parents  of  eleven  children,  six  of  whom 
were  sons.  One  of  their  children  died  in  early 
childhood.  Our  subject  was  the  youngest  child  of 
the  family.  During  the  term  of  his  teaching  school, 
the  father  of  our  subject  was  impelled  by  his  relig- 
ious convictions  to  enter  the  ministry,  and  during 
the  latter  years  of  his  life  served  in  that  office  in 
the  Christian  Church.  He  was  a  man  of  large 
physical  power,  and  well-developed,  active  brain, 
rapid  and  accurate  in  thought.  When  he  had 
reached  the  age  of  thirty-eight  years  he  was  stricken 
with  fever,  and  after  a  very  brief  illness  was  de- 
feated in  the  battle  of  life,  and  fell  under  the  keen 
sickle  of  the  "Reaper,"  on  the  31st  of  March,  1839, 
just  six  days  before  our  subject  was  born,  leaving 
his  widow  and  family  in  a  financially  destitute  con- 
dition. He  had  become  quite  prominent  as  a  minis- 
ter, and  large  things  were  exjiected  from  him  should 
he  have  survived. 

Mrs.  Trowbridge,  the  mother  of  our  subject,  was 
born  at  Wheeling,  W.  Va.,  on  the  12th  of  October, 
1807.  When  twelve  years  of  age  she  went  to 
Washington  Countj',  Ind.,  with  her  parents,  and 
made  her  home  with  them  until  her  marriage.  She 
was  the  daughter  of  John  Skelton,  a  native  of  West 
Virginia,  as  was  also  his  wife.  Her  father  died  in 
Owen  County,  Ind.,  at  the  age  of  sixty-five  years. 
Mrs.  Trowbridge  was  thirty-two  years  of  age  when 
her  husband  was  taken  from  her,  and  was  left  with 
her  ten  children,  under  the  circumstances  above 
noticed,  to  face  the  hard,  matter-of-fact  world,  but 
with  the  heroism  of  motherhood  she  nobly  faced 
the  situation  and  kept  her  children  with  her,  feed- 
ing, clothing,   educating   and    preparing    them    to 


take  their  places  in  life's  struggle.  This  alone 
speaks  most  emphatically  as  to  her  noble  woman- 
hood, strength  of  character,  sound  judgment  and 
affection.  It  has  been  her  joy  to  see  all  her  chil- 
dren enter  into  life,  not  simply  in  honorable  callings, 
but  with  that  strength  and  power  which  come  from 
communion  with  the  Divine,  which  is  at  once  the 
privilege  and  part  of  the  Christian.  All  her  sons 
at  some  time  in  their  life  have  been  teachers  of 
music;  one  of  them,  the  subject  of  this  sketch,  has 
made  it  his  chosen  profession.  Two  of  her  daugh- 
ters taught  in  the  public  schools,  as  did  also  two  of 
the  boys.  In  1857  she,  with  the  youngest  children, 
went  to  Marshall  County,  III.,  and  there  made  her 
home  until  Oct.  31,  1866,  when  she  died,  after  a 
widowhood  of  twenty-seven  years. 

Our  subject  was  born  in  Washington  County, 
Ind.,  on  the  6th  of  April,  1839,  and  afterward  lived 
in  Owen  and  Morgan  Counties  of  the  same  State. 
In  the  two  latter  he  received  his  education  in  the 
common  schools.  In  1857  he  went  to  Illinois  with 
his  mother,  who  made  arrangements  for  him  to 
enter  Eureka  University,  where  he  remained  for 
one  year,  after  which  he  taught  in  the  public  schools 
for  five  years,  and  in  addition  throughout  the  same 
period  giving  instruction  in  music.  This  was  fol- 
lowed by  his  entrance  into  the  classes  of  the  State 
Normal  School  at  Normal,  McLean  Co.,  111.,  where 
he  staid  for  one  year,  taking  advantage  of  every 
opportunity  offered  to  perfect  himself  in  his  pro- 
fession, then  he  returned  to  school  teaching  until 
1869,  in  that  time  serving  at  Washburn.  Belle 
Plain  and  different  points  in  the  country.  He  then 
attended  the  Normal  School  for  Music  at  Janesville, 
Wis.,  conducted  by  Profs.  Palmer  and  Root,  at  the 
end  of  the  term  receiving  a  certificate  bearing  the 
names  of  the  following  renowned  musicians:  W. 
Ludden,  W.  S.  B.  Mathews,  C.  G.  Titcomb,  E.  H. 
Nourse  and  H.  R.  Palmer.  During  all  of  this  time 
he  was  a  classmate  of  the  world-renowned  P.  P. 
Bliss,  also  S.  W.  Straub  and  C.  E.  Leslie.  Al- 
though our  subject  had  taken  such  a  thorough 
course  in  music  he  continued  under  the  instruction 
of  Profs.  Palmer  and  Root  for  fully  two  years 
longer,  with  them  attending  and  instructing  at 
musical  conventions.  Coupled  with  his  natural 
talent  and  love  of  harmonics,  these   unusually  fa- 
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vorable  opportunities  to  train  anrl  mature  liisaliilily 
as  a  teacher  insured  bis  success  beyond  question. 

Upon  leaving  his  instructors  our  subject  taught 
at  Atlanta,  Lincoln.  Broadwell,  P^lkhart,  of  Logan 
County,  Williainsville  and  .Springfield  in  Sangamon 
County.  He  spent  ten  years  in  Lincoln,  111.,  and 
in  that  period  gave  over  4.000  lessons,  for  which 
he  received  between  $8,000  and  $10,000.  He  next 
settled  in  Minonk,  Woodford  Co.,  111.,  and  made 
it  his  headquarters  for  four  years,  having  large 
classes  at  Metamora,  Roanoak,  Benson,  Rutland, 
Dana  and  Ancona.  In  the  year  1884  he  settled 
in  Wymore,  and  has  since  taught  for  nine  terms 
his  chosen  art.  He  is  held  in  the  highest  regard 
in  the  community  as  a  professor  of  music,  both  in 
regard  to  his  knowledge  and  his  ability  to  impart 
instruction,  and  no  less  so  because  he  is  in  every 
relation  of  life  an  honorable.  Christian  gentleman. 

While  residing  at  Minonk.  April  13,  1870.  our 
subject  became  the  husband  of  Carrie  Leslie,  a 
lady  in  every  way  in  harmony  with  his  own  tem- 
perament and  professional  aspirations.  This  lady 
was  born  in  Madison  County,  Ky.,  Sept.  12,  1842. 
She  is  the  daughter  of  Isaiah  Webb,  and  lived 
with  her  parents  until  the  date  of  her  marriage  with 
Alexander  Leslie,  and  during  her  widowhood  re- 
sided at  Lincoln,  where  she  met  our  subject.  To 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Trowbridge  have  been  born  three 
children,  whose  names  are  as  subjoined :  Demptsy 
L.,  who  was  born  on  the  14th  of  May,  1872;  Pearl 
M.  E.,  Feb.  25,  1877,  and  Elmer  Garfield,  who 
was  born  on  the  24th  of  February,  1880.  The 
great  shadow  in  the  life  of  our  subject,  and  one 
from  which  he  has  never  seemed  fully  to  emerge, 
made  its  presence  felt  in  September,  1881.  Upon 
the  20th  of  that  month  his  daughter  Pearl  was 
taken  by  death  after  a  very  brief  illness  with  scar- 
let fever,  and  ten  da3's  later  his  \^oungest  child, 
Elmer,  followed  her,  leaving  the  parents  face  to  face 
with  a  sorrow  that  nothing  upon  earth  can  remove. 
The  eldest  son,  Demptsy,  was  spared  to  his  parents, 
however,  and  develops  a  character  that  promises  a 
most  honorable  career. 

Our  subject  and  wife  are  both  members  in  good 
standing  of  the  Wymore  Christian  Church,  and  are 
among  the  most  active  and  consistent  members. 
Mr.  Trowbridge  is  also  one  of  the  Elders,  an  office 


which  he  has  filled  since  tiie  organization  of  the 
church  in  February,  1886.  He  has  been  very 
energetic  and  enthusiastic  in  Sund.ay-school  work, 
and  has  held  the  office  of  Sunday-school  Superin- 
tendent for  a  like  period.  The  standing  of  our 
subject  and  his  famil3'  in  the  community  is  excep- 
tionally high  in  every  relation. 

W--^  IRAM  LACY.  Among  the  representative 
llT^l  farmers  and  stock-raisers  of  the  southern 
iiW^  part  of  Gage  County  no  one  has  been  more 
>^^  successful  ill  his  chosen  calling  than  our 
subject,  as  is  denoted  by  his  valuable  farm,  finely- 
located  on  section  2,  Paddock  Township,  embracing 
240  acres  of  exceedingly  fertile  land,  all  fenced  and 
under  good  cultivation,  and  well  stocked  with  herds 
of  sleek,  well-fed  cattle  and  swine.  He  is  one  of  the 
early  settlers  of  this  township,  and  has  been  active 
in  promoting  the  development  of  its  agricultural 
facilities.  When  he  began  life  he  had  no  money,  but 
sound,  common  sense,  a  good,  practical  knowledge 
of  agriculture  and  an  industrious  disiwsition  have 
stood  him  in  good  stead,  for  by  the  exercise  of 
these  he  has  gained  an  independent  competence, 
and  can  support  his  family  in  comfort  and  case. 
Mr.  Lacy  naturally  takes  much  pride  in  his  success 
as  a  farmer,  and  he  is  proud  of  his  fine  looking  cat- 
tle, which  compare  favorably  with  any  in  the  county  ; 
he  is  paying  attention  chiefly  to  raising  cattle  and 
hogs,  selling  about  forty  head  of  the  former  e.ach 
3'ear,  and  from  sevent3'-ttve  to  a  hundred  of  the 
latter,  feeding  all  the  grain  that  he  raises. 

Mr.  Lacy  is  a  native  of  D.avenport,  Iowa,  his 
birth  taking  place  in  that  city  April  24,  1850.  His 
parents,  Hiram  and  Anna  (Workman)  L.acj',  were 
natives  of  Kentuckj*  and  Tennessee.  When  our 
subject  was  five  years  old  they  left  the  city  of  his 
birth  and  went  to  Atchison,  Kan.,  where  they  liveil 
for  awhile.  The  father  of  our  subject  subsequently 
died  in  Henry  County,  Iowa,  in  June,  1857.  He 
was  a  farmer  by  occupation,  and  was  a  man  of  ster- 
ling worth  an(l  sound  integrity,  commanding  the 
respect  of  all  with  whom  he  came  in  contact,  either 
in  a  business  or  in  a  social  way.  In  1861  our  sub- 
ject and  his  mother  came  to  Nebraska  and  located 
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in  Richardson  Countj',  where  thej"^  lived  for  several 
j'ears.  Mrs.  Lacy  is  now  spending  the  declining 
years  of  her  life  in  the  home  of  her  son  John,  in 
Colorado,  near  Colorado  Springs.  She  is  the  mother 
of  five  children  now  living,  of  wiiora  Hiram,  of  this 
sketch,  is  the  third  in  order  of  birth. 

Our  subject  came  to  Gage  County  in  Jlarch, 
1878,  and  located  on  the  farm  where  he  now  lives. 
To  the  wife  who  presides  over  his  home  and  makes 
it  comfortable  and  cozy,  he  was  united  in  marriage 
in  Falls  City,  Neb.,  Sept.  16,  1873.  Mrs.  Lacy  was 
formerly  Miss  Fannie  Johnson,  and  she  is  a  daugh- 
ter of  the  late  Alexander  and  Marj'  Johnson,  natives 
of  Kentucky.  Mrs.  Johnson  died  when  her  daugh- 
ter was  about  nine  years  old;  Mr.  Johnson  died  in 
Washington  County,  Ark.,  in  February,  1888.  The 
pleasant  household  circle  of  our  subject  and  his 
wife  is  completed  by  the  seven  children  who  sur- 
vive the  nine  born  to  them.  Mr.  Lacy  is  an  inde- 
pendent, capable,  self-reliant  man,  possessing  much 
shrewdness  and  forethought;  he  is  frank  and  open- 
hearted,  and  is  well  liked  by  his  neighbors,  as  he  is 
alwaj's  obliging  and  helpful. 


^=^EORGE  McCLUNG  is  one  of  the  early  set- 
llj  (^=,  tiers  of  Paddock  Township,  and  hascontrib- 
^^j)  uted  his  share  toward  its  development  and 
improvement.  He  is  actively  and  prosperously 
engaged  in  agricultural  pursuits  on  his  farm  on  sec- 
tion 34,  which  he  has  improved  from  the  wild,  un- 
broken prairie  to  one  of  the  best  tilled  farms  in  this 
locality.  He  is  a  native  of  Ohio,  first  opening  his 
eyes  to  the  light  of  day  in  Jefferson  County,  May 
2,  1855.  His  parents,  Archibald  and  Lucinda  (Car- 
den)  McClung,  natives  of  New  York  and  Ohio, 
moved  to  Van  Wert  County,  Ohio,  when  our  subject 
was  a  mere  child.  From  there  they  went  to  Clinton 
County,  Iowa,  in  1865,  and  in  1869  removed  to 
Grundy  County,  in  the  same  State,  and  there  the 
family  was  bereft  of  the  faithful  wife  and  devoted 
mother,  who  died  Oct.  2,  1876,  at  the  age  of  fifty- 
two,  lamented  by  many,  as  she  was  a  woman  of  ster- 
ling virtues  and  of  a  kindly  disposition.  In  1878 
the  father  came  with  his  children  to  Gage  County, 
and  purchased  his  present  farm  of  160  acres  in  Pad- 


dock Township,  and  he  has  since  been  a  respected 
resident  of  this  township. 

George  McClung  was  reared  partly  in  his  native 
State  and  partly  in  Iowa,  and  he  grew  to  be  a  strong 
and  capable  lad,  and  early  put  his  shoulder  to  the 
wheel  to  assist  his  father  in  carrying  on  his  farm; 
thus  he  gained  a  sound,  practical  knowledge  of  » 
agriculture,  wiiich  has  been  of  great  benefit  to  iiim 
since  he  has  had  a  farm  of  his  own.  July  23,  1876, 
he  was  married  to  Miss  Margaret,  daughter  of  Rob- 
ert and  Mary  A.  (Brown)  Dick.  Mrs.  McClung's 
mother  died  in  Linn  County,  Iowa,  in  1869,  and 
her  father  is  now  living  in  Dakota.  To  our  subject 
and  his  wife  have  been  born  six  children,  one  of 
whom,  Desie,  is  deceased.  The  others  are  Mary  L., 
Archibald  W.,  Elizabeth  J.,  Emma  M.  and  Agnes  A. 

Mr.  McClung  came  to  Gage  Countj'  with  his  fam- 
ily in  1 878,  and  bought  eighty  acres  of  land  on  sec- 
tion 34,  Paddock  Township,  comprising  his  present 
farm;  he  is  now  fencing  240  acres,  including  his 
father's  160-acre  farm.  He  has  his  land  well  im- 
proved: he  is  engaged  in  general  farming,  but  each 
year  confines  his  attention  more  and  more  exclusively' 
to  stock-raising,  in  which  department  he  is  meeting 
with  marked  success.  AVhen  Mr.  McClung  Srst 
came  here  this  township  was  not  laid  out,  and  it 
may  well  be  his  pride  that  he  has  been  privileged 
to  aid  it  in  its  development  and  to  watch  its  growth. 
He  is  a  shrewd,  far-seeing  man,  of  good  business 
habits,  with  a  fine  reputation,  friendlj'  and  obliging 
in  his  relations  with  his  neighbors,  and  in  his  farn- 
ilj'  a  kind  husband  and  devoted  father.  He  is  a 
strong  Prohibitionist. 
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ILLIAM  YOUNG.  This  gentleman  is  per- 
-w/'  haps  one  of  the  largest  stock-raisers  of 
"■^  Highland  Township.  He  resides  upon  his 
ranch  on  section  1,  where  he  owns  320  acres  of  very 
excellent  land,  admirably  suited  to  his  purpose. 
As  will  be  noticed,  he  is  one  of  the  pioneers  of  this 
county.  Mr.  Young  was  born  in  County  Tyrone, 
Ireland,  on  the  20th  of  July,  1843,  and  is  the  son 
of  Edward  and  Jane  Young,  both  of  whom  were  of 
Scotch  descent,  but  natives  of  Ulster,  North  Ireland  '  ' 
m^ 
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He  remained  in  his  native  country  nntil  1862,  when 
he  removed  with  his  parents  to  Glasgow,  Scotland. 
From  tiiat  city  he  embarked  in  1862,  in  a  sailing- 
vessel,  for  America,  where  he  arrived  seven  weeks 
and  three  days  from  the  date  of  starting. 

Landing  in  New  York  Cit}',  Mr.  Young  proceeded 
to  Philadelphia,  and  there  resided  for  several  years, 
working  as  a  bricklayer.  About  1868  he  came  to 
West  Lincoln,  Neb.,  and  there  worked  at  his  trade, 
brickmaking,  until  1872,  when  he  came  to  this 
county  and  settled  upon  section  4  of  Highland 
Townsiiip,  where  he  pre-tmpted  a  quarter-section  of 
land  in  its  original  wild,  prairie  state.  He  put  in 
a  great  deal  of  hard  work  during  the  next  few  years, 
and  brought  it  to  a  vely  high  state  of  agricultural 
efflciencj'.  It  was  a  thorough  transformation  and 
bad  become  quite  a  valuable  property.  During 
this  time  his  father  and  mother  lived  with  him  on 
the  farm,  and  owing  to  this  he  was  enaltled  fre- 
quently to  absent  himself  from  the  farm  in  order  to 
work  at  his  trade  at  Lincoln,  which  under  other 
circumstances  would  have  been  impossible. 

In  1884  Mr.  Young  settled  upon  his  present  farm 
on  section  1,  adjoining  Cortland,  where  he  was  en- 
gaged in  stock- farming,  although  necessarily  giving 
considerable  attention  to  the  raising  of  corn,  grain, 
hay,  etc.,  for  feed  purposes.  His  specialty  would 
appear  to  be  the  raising  of  8hort-horn  cattle  and 
the  breeding  of  high-grade  horses,  such  as  the 
Clydesdale,  English  thoroughbreds,  and  the  better 
class  of  American  horses.  In  this  occupation  he 
has  had  unusual  success,  and  has  built  up  a  very 
large  and  favorable  reputation  in  connection  there- 
with. 

On  the  1st  of  October,  1874,  our  subject  was 
united  in  marriage  with  Sarah  Calathan,  like  him- 
self a  native  of  North  Ireland.  This  lady  is  a 
daughter  of  James  and  Margaret  Calathan,  and  was 
nshered  into  life  June  1,  1851,  and  made  her  home 
with  her  parents  until  her  marriage,  coming  to  the 
United  States  in  the  year  1869  with  some  of  her 
relatives,  settling  in  Philadelphia.  This  union  has 
been  more  completely  cemented  by  the  birth  of 
nine  children,  viz:  Sarah  J.,  Robert  R.,  Maggie  T., 
Fred  W.,  Jay  W.,  Ette,  Lora,  also  AVillie  and  John, 
both  of  whom  are  deceased.  In  political  matters 
our  subject  is  independent,  always  voting  according 


to  the  principles  of  right  rather  than  part}'.  Dur- 
ing his  residence  on  section  4  he  filled  the  office  of 
School  Treasurer  for  several  years,  and  has  also  held 
other  offices.  He  is  a  man  who  enjoys  the  fullest 
confidence  and  respect  of  the  community,  as  do  also 
his  family.  His  history  shows  what  may  be  done 
by  determination,  energy  and  hard  work,  despite 
poverty  of  early  opportunity. 


JULIUS  NEURIANN,  Mayor  of  Wymore. and 
engaged  in  general  merchandising,  besides 
having  other  important  interests  in  the  city, 
and  whose  portrait  is  herewitli  presented,  is 
one  of  its  most  prominent  and  influential  business 
men.  Besides  his  proprietorship  in  the  Wymore 
Rolling  Mills,  he  owns  the  Neumann  Block,  a  beau- 
tiful residence  on  Newton  street,  and  other  valua- 
ble city  property.  He  holds  the  warranty  deed  to 
a  fine  farm  of  160  acres  in  Pawnee  County,  and  a 
whole  section  in  this  State  and  Kansas. 

The  Neumann  family  is  of  pure  German  ancestry, 
William  G.,  the  father  of  our  subject,  having  been 
born  July  26,  1790.  In  1812  he  was  drafted  into 
the  German  army.  The  mother,  Mrs.  Catherine 
(Kehl)  Neumann,  was  born  March  18,  180o,atMeis- 
enheim,  and  was  the  daughter  of  well-to-do  parents, 
with  whom  slie  was  reared,  and  remained  with  them 
until  her  marriage.  She  became  tlie  mother  of 
twelve  children,  nine  sons  and  three  daughters,  all 
of  whom  lived  to  mature  years,  and  of  whom  our 
subject  was  next  to  the  youngest.  After  the  return 
of  the  father  from  the  wars  he  removed  to  Meisen- 
heim,  where  he  married,  then  settled  at  Langeu- 
loushime,  wliere  he  held  a  Government  position 
until  sixty-eight  years  of  age. 

In  the  fall  of  1857  Mr.  Neumann  with  his  family 
emigrated  to  America,  settling  first  in  Henry 
Count}',  111.,  where  he  secured  a  tract  of  land,  upon 
which  he  followed  farming  until  his  death,  which 
occurred  on  the  25th  of  December,  1861.  The 
mother  survived    until  Aug.  4,  1880,  making    her 
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home  with  her  son,  oiir  subject,  the  last  six  years 
of  her  life.  All  of  their  children  had  been  given 
a  good  education,  and  with  their  parents  were  mem- 
bers of  the  German  Lutheran  Church.  The  sons 
are  generally'  engaged  in  merchandising,  and  hold 
good  positions  in  their  community. 

Julius  Neumann  was  born  in  Langenlonshime, 
July  7,  1848,  and  there  remained  until  a  lad  nine 
years  of  age,  when  he  came  with  his  parents  to  the 
United  States.  His  education  was  completed  in  the 
schools  of  Henry  County,  111.;  he  was  for  a  time  a 
student  at  the  Cambridge  High  School.  Afterward 
he  worked  on  the  farm  with  his  father  until  seven- 
teen years  old,  and  then  started  in  business  for 
himself,  establisiiing  a  iiardware  store  at  Bishop  Hill, 
which  he  carried  on  successfully  for  a  period  of 
three  years.  Next  he  embarked  in  the  dry-goods 
trade  at  San  Jose,  III.,  and  since  that  time  has  been 
in  this  business,  having  now  an  experience  of 
twenty  years. 

Mr.  Neumann  came  to  this  county  in  the  spring 
of  1882,  and  that  same  year  put  up  a  fine  brick 
block  on  Niagara  avenue.  In  partnership  with  A. 
E.'  AVinter  he  conducted  a  successful  business  until 
the  spring  of  1888,  then,  desiring  a  rest,  sold  out. 
Among  the  men  most  largely  engaged  in  those 
enterprises  which  have  furnished  an  impetus  to  the 
business  interests  of  the  town,  the  subject  of  this 
sketch  has  occupied  no  unimportant  position.  He 
has  been  a  member  of  the  School  Board  most  of 
the  time  since  coming  here,  and  holds  the  office  of 
President,  both  of  the  Building  and  Loan  Asso- 
ciation and  the  Board  of  Trade.  Of  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church  he  has  been  a  generous  contrib- 
uting member  for  years,  also  holding  the  office  of 
Trustee,  and  serving  on  the  Building  Committee 
and  in  other  positions  where  he  could  do  effective 
work. 

The  marriage  of  our  subject  and  Miss  Amelia 
Wellmeyer,  of  Wapello,  Iowa,  was  celebrated  at  the 
home  of  the  bride,  June  3,  1874.  Mrs.  Neumann 
was  born  Sept.  1,  1854,  in  Iowa,  and  is  the  daughter 
of  W.  H.  and  Elizabeth  Wellmeyer,  who  were  na- 
tives of  Germany.  Of  this  union  there  have  been 
born  six  children:  Clarence,  who  died  in  1879,  at 
the  age  of  six  years;  Rawley  W.,  Clarice,  Mahlon, 
'  '     Gertrude  and  Wilhemina.     The    eldest    is    twelve 


years  of  age  and  the  youngest  two.  They  are  being 
carefully  trained  and  educated,  and  there  is  every 
reason  to  suppose  will  grow  up  an  honor  to  their 
parents  and  ornaments  to  society. 

1^-^  SIZER  BARNUM,  proprietor  of  the  Pio- 
\\i)Wj  ueei"  Livery  Stable,  is  also  the  owner  of  a 
!lW^  fine  stock  farm  of  120  acres  l^'ing  two  miles 
i^  northof  the  city  of  Blue  Springs.  He  gives 
his  attention  mostly  to  the  breeding  of  fine  horses, 
having  two  imported  stallions,  and  is  a  member  of 
the  Imported  Horse  Society.  There  are  few  men 
who  have  been  more  industrious  or  energetic  in  the 
building  up  of  this  important  industry  in  this  sec- 
tion. 

Hiram,  the  father  of  our  subject,  was  born  in 
Trumbull  County,  Ohio,  in  18U.  There  also  he 
was  educated,  studied  law.  and  upon  reaching  man- 
hood made  his  way  to  Buffalo,  N.  Y.,  where  he  was 
married  to  Miss  Irena  H.  Howard.  They  became 
the  parents  of  five  children,  two  of  whom  died  at 
an  early  age.  The  father  of  our  subject  operated 
as  a  broker,  but  left  Buffalo  in  1838,  and  returning 
to  his  native  State,  lived  there  for  a  time  in  Trum- 
bull County,  then  removed  to  Akron,  Summit 
County,  and  was  engaged  in  the  practice  of  law  for 
a  number  of  years.  He  finally  returned  to  his  na- 
tive county,  and  settling  down  upon  a  farm  there 
spent  the  remainder  of  his  life,  passing  away  at  the 
ripe  old  age  of  seventy-six  years. 

Hiram  Barnum  was  a  man  of  fine  capacities, 
prominent  in  local  and  political  affairs.  He  held 
the  various  offices  of  his  own  township  in  Trumbull 
County,  and  was  widely  and  favorably  known 
throughout  that  region.  His  wife,  Irena,  was  born 
in  New  York  in  1807,  and  is  still  living  at  the  old 
homestead  in  Trumbull  County,  Ohio.  This  tract 
of  land  was  cleared  from  the  wilderness  by  Eli 
Barnum,  the  grandfather  of  cur  subject,  who  was  a 
native  of  Danbury,  Conn.  He  continued  a  resi- 
dent of  New  England  until  his  marriage,  then  emi- 
grated to  Ohio,  and  in  the  woods  of  Trumbull 
County  purchased  land  three  miles  from  any  other 
settlers.  From  this  he  built  up  a  flue  farm  and 
erected  a  flouring-mill  on  Eagle  Creek.    Later  he  sold 
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a  part  of  this  property  to  a  C0I0113'  callcfl  the  Trum- 
bull Phalanx.  lie  spent  his  last  years  in  Trnnihull 
County,  and  died  at  the  ripe  old  age  of  seventj-- 
five  years.  The  house  where  he  last  lived  was  a  large 
frame  structure,  the  first  frame  honsc  built  in  Brace- 
yille  Township  with  an  '•  L,"  and  had  within  it  the 
huge  fireplace  common  to  those  days.  It  was  the 
resort  of  the  people  of  that  region  for  miles  around, 
and  witnessed  many  a  cheerful  gathering. 

The  paternal  grandmother  of  our  subject  was  in 
her  girlhood  Miss  llary  Dibble.  She  became  the 
mother  of  nine  children,  all  of  whom  lived  to  ma- 
ture 3'ears.  Grandmother  Barnum  survived  her 
husband  for  a  period  of  ten  years,  dying  at  the  ad- 
vanced age  of  eighty-five. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  born  in  Buffalo, 
N.  Y.,  Nov.  11,  1837.  He  was  but  one  j-ear  old 
when  his  parents  moved  to  Ohio,  settling  in  Brace- 
ville  Township.  His  education  was  continued  in 
the  schools  of  Akron,  Summit  Count3%  and  after 
their  removal  to  the  farm  he  became  familiar  with 
its  various  labors.  He  remained  with  his  parents 
until  the  spring  of  1859,  then  coming  West,  crossed 
the  Missouri  Kiver  at  Nebraska  City  on  the  •20th  of 
Ai)ril  of  that  year.  He  took  uj)  his  location  in  this 
county  on  the  24th  of  Maj'  following,  thus  being 
one  of  the  earliest  pioneers  of  Southern  Nebraska. 
In  Blue  Springs  Township  there  were  then  only 
Henry  Elliot,  with  his  father  and  brother,  a  family 
by  the  name  of  Eavener,  and  another  b\'  the  name 
of  Poff.  His  nearest  neighbor  was  two  miles  dis- 
tant from  the  tract  of  land  which  he  secured  from 
the  Government. 

The  Indians  had  not  then  left  this  section  of 
conntrj',  being  settled  on  a  reservation,  and  caused 
the  settlers  much  apprehension  on  account  of  their 
depredations  and  hostility  to  the  whites.  Wild  ani- 
mals also  were  abundant.  For  fifteen  years  Mr. 
Barnum  contended  with  the  elements  of  the  soil 
and  other  inconveniences  attendant  upon  pioneer 
life,  then  began  to  realize  the  fruits  of  his  labors. 
By  careful  cultivation  his  land  yielded  abundantly, 
and  he  erected  the  buildings  necessary  for  his  con- 
venience and  comfort.  He  occupied  this  home  un- 
til 1871.  In  the  meantime,  after  the  outbreak  of 
the  late  Civil  War,  he  enlisted  on  the  1st  of  Septem- 
ber, 1861,  in  the  1st  Battalion  of  Nebraska  Cavalry, 


afterward  transferred  to  the  5th  Iowa  Cavalry,  and 
did  good  service  as  a  soldier  in  the  States  of  Ken- 
tucky and  Tennessee  until  Nov.  11,  18G2.  when  he 
was  compelled  to  accept  his  discharge  on  account 
of  disability.  Two  brothers  of  Mr.  Barnum  were 
also  in  the  late  war.  One,  Samuel  H.,  was  wounded 
at  the  battle  of  Chancellorsville,  and  died  soon  after 
from  his  wounds.  The  daughter  Kate  is  a  teacher 
in  the  grammar  school  at  Blue  Springs. 

Mr.  Barnum  was  married  April  19,  18G3,  to  one 
of  the  most  estimable  ladies  of  Blue  Springs, 
Mrs.  Myra  H.  Rappleye,  and  of  this  union  there 
were  born  four  children,  one  of  whom  died  in  in- 
fancy; those  surviving  are  Kate,  Eli  H.  and  Roza. 
The  family  in  the  winter  of  1871  left  the  farm  and 
removed  to  Blue  Springs,  where  Jlr.  Barnum  put 
up  a  small  house  and  a  hay  stable,  and  thus  inau- 
gurated the  business  from  which  he  now  derives  a 
handsome  income.  He  went  to  Bloomington,  Neb., 
in  1873,  laid  the  foundations  for  the  second  build- 
ing in  the  town,  and  also  established  a  livery  stable 
there  later,  which  he  operated  three  years.  He 
deals  largely  in  Clyde,  Norman  and  Percheron 
horses,  and  exhibits  some  of  the  finest  animals  in 
Southern  Nebraska,  of  immense  size  and  great 
beauty.  His  farm  furnishes  fine  pasturage  for  these 
animals,  and  he  also  has  convenient  stables,  and  all 
the  other  appliances  necessary  for  the  successful 
prosecution  of  his  calling.  His  stables  contain  some 
high-bred  trotting  stock,  in  the  care  and  training  of 
which  he  exercises  the  most  excellent  judgment,  and 
has  gained  for  himself  an  enviable  reputation 
throughout  the  State.  His  brood  mare  stands  sec- 
ond  to  none  in  the  country. 

IMr.  Barnum  in  addition  to  his  extensive  private 
interests  h.as  held  the  various  township  olHces,  and 
is  everywhere  spoken  of  as  one  of  the  Hberal  and 
public-spirited  men  of  Gage  County,  (^uiet  and 
unassuming  in  his  manners,  he  is  one  of  the  few  who 
gain  hosts  of  friends  who  respect  him  for  Ins  good 
qualities  alone.  He  still  h-is  in  his  possession  a  cer- 
tifictite  of  election  to  the  office  of  the  Register  of 
Deeds  in  Gage  Countj',  before  its  organization,  and 
which  had  to  be  acknowleged  in  Pawnee  County. 
This  bears  the  date  Jul3'  16.  1859,  and  was  signed 
by  Julius  Tyler,  Clerk.  It  is  a  document  carefully 
preserved,  and  one    with  which   he  would  not  [)art 
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for  considerable  money.  In  Blue  Springs  Town- 
ship he  has  served  as  Assessor,  Supervisor  and 
Treasurer  of  the  School  Board. 

Mrs.  Barnum  was  born  in  Uerbj'shire,  England. 
Her  mother  was  Frances  (Hollingworth)  Shelley, 
and  the  parents  emigrated  to  America  when  she  was 
a  young  girl  of  fourteen  years.  They  settled  on  a 
tract  of  land  in  Portage  County,  Wis.,  and  Myra 
remained  under  the  parental  roof  until  her  marriage 
to  L.  C.  Rappleye,  who  died  in  1861.  Her  father 
followed  farming  until  his  death,  which  occurred 
about  1884.  The  mother  resides  with  her  son,  R. 
E.  Shelley,  in  Holmesville,  Gage  Co.,  Neb.,  and  has 
arrived  at  the  ripe  old  age  of  seventy-two _years. 


C^,  HRISTIAN  C.  MOWRY  was  early  identified 
with  the  pioneers  of  Gage  County,  coming 
')  here  in  the  very  prime  of  early  manhood, 
and  devoting  his  energies  to  assist  in  the  develop- 
ment of  the  wonderful  agricultural  resources  of 
this  exceedingly  fertile  and  productive  region.  He 
is  an  intelligent,  enterprising  man,  of  honorable 
character  and  good  business  habits,  and  is  well  de- 
serving of  the  good  fortune  that  has  come  to  him 
through  his  persistent  toil.  He  now  owns  a  good 
farm  on  section  12,  Paddock  Township,  that  in  cult- 
ure and  productiveness  compares  favorably  with 
any  other  farm  in  the  township. 

Our  subject  was  born  in  Darke  County,  Ohio, 
Oct.  17, 1844,  to  Jacoband  Susanna  (Cring)  Mowry. 
His  father  was  a  man  of  good  standing  in  his  com- 
munity, both  as  a  man  and  as  a  citizen,  and  his 
death,  in  1857,  was  felt  to  be  a  loss  beyond  the 
home  circle.  The  mother  of  our  subject,  an  esti- 
mable, capable  woman,  now  lives  in  Blue  Springs, 
this  county.  Christian  C.  was  twelve  years  old 
when  his  parents  removed  from  the  place  of  his 
birth  to  make  their  home  in  Sandusky  County, 
Ohio,  and  there  the  remaining  years  of  his  boyhood 
were  passed.  There  he  was  living  quietly  when 
the  Rebellion  broke  out,  a  youth  of  sixteen  years, 
too  young  to  enlist,  but  he  watched  with  intense  in- 
terest the  course  of  the  contending  armies,  and  at 
length  the  longed-for  opportunity  to  take  an  active 
«<•  


part  in  the  conflict  offered,  and  he  gladly  seized  the 
chance  to  go  as  a  substitute,  becoming  a  member 
of  the  Oliio  National  Guards,  May  2.  1864,  and 
served  with  the  regiment  about  100  days.  In  Feb- 
ruary, 1865,  he  enlisted  in  Company  B,  195th  Ohio 
Infantry,  and  was  a  member  of  that  company  until 
the  close  of  the  war.  He  was  on  guard  duty  until 
about  Christmas,  1865,  and  proved  himself  to  be 
a  capable,  trusty  soldier. 

Mr.  Mowry  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Lu- 
cinda  Haupster,  Feb.  27,  1868,  and  he  owes  much 
of  his  present  prosperity  to  her  wise  and  ready  help. 
Her  parents,  Thomas  and  Catherine  Haupster,  of 
Richardson  County,  Neb.,  came  to  Gage  County 
the  next  spring  after  she  and  her  husband  settled 
here,  and  her  father  died  here  in  1884.  Her  mother 
now  makes  her  home  in  Falls  City,  Neb.  The  union 
of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Mowry  has  been  blessed  to  them 
by  the  birth  of  seven  children,  namely:  William 
H.,  Charles  A.,  Effa  E.,  Sarah  L.,  twms  who  died 
an  infancy,  and  John  F.  Mrs.  Mowry  is  a  valued 
member  ofthe  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  of  Blue 
Springs. 

In  the  fall  of  1868  Mr.  Mowry  decided  to  make 
his  home  in  Nebraska,  where  he  thought  he  could 
establish  a  comfortable  home  for  himself  and  his 
young  wife  in  this  new  and  rapidly  growing  State, 
and  be  able  sooner  to  gain  a  competence  than  in  the 
older  and  more  densely  populated  States  in  the 
East.  After  his  arrival  he  locatt^d  about  three 
miles  north  of  Blue  Springs,  in  this  county.  Ne- 
braska was  not  then  what  it  is  now;  it  had  but  re- 
cently been  admitted  into  the  Union,  and  gave  but 
little  indications  of  its  present  wealth  and  high 
standing  among  its  sister  States.  Gage  County 
was  then  but  sparsely  inhabited,  there  were  but 
few  houses  in  Blue  Springs,  and  Beatrice  was  but  a 
village;  its  pioneers  had  scarcely  more  than  entered 
upon  the  development  of  its  resources;  the  sur- 
rounding country  was  in  a  very  wild  condition  ;  In- 
dians were  here  in  great  numbers,  and  wild  game, 
such  as  deer,  antelope,  wild  turkey,  etc.,  was  abun- 
dant. In  March,  1880,  Mr.  Mowry  came  to  Pad- 
dock Township  and  purchased  his  present  farm,  and 
he  thus  became  one  of  the  early  settlers  of  this 
township.  His  farm  comprises  120  acres  of  land, 
on  which  but  few  improvements  had  been  made 
. ^^ 
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when  he  became  the  possessor  of  it.  He  now  has 
it  under  a  high  state  of  cultivation,  and  his  patient 
labors  are  rewarded  b}'  abundant  harvests.  A  part 
of  his  farm  is  devoteil  to  pasturage  and  mowing 
land,  as  he  pays  much  attention  to  raising  stock. 


f^ILPATRICK  BROS.  As  a  firm  of  railroad 
(sj^       contractors,  that  of   Kilpatrick  Bros,  is  one 

/4i^  of  the  largest  in  the  country,  and  has  an 
^@  unsullied  reputation  for  business,  integrity, 
honor,  efficiency  and  promptness.  These  qualities 
have  brought  them  after  eighteen  j-ears  of  busi- 
ness life  to  the  front  rank  in  their  line.  The  firm 
consists  of  four  brothers,  sons  of  Samuel  and  Raehael 
Kilpatrick,  who  came  originally  from  Ohio,  and  set- 
tled in  the  western  part  of  Gage  County  in  June, 
1859.  Here  thej-  resided  upon  the  home  farm  pur- 
chased at  the  time  of  settlement  until  Februar3'. 
1873,  when  Samuel  Kilpatrick  died  ;  since  that  time 
his  widow  has  continued  to  make  her  home  there. 
Thej'  were  the  parents  of  six  sons,  viz:  John  D., 
Henry  C.  William  H.,  Robert  J.,  Samuel  D.  and 
Joseph  M.  The  first  four  sons  were  born  in  Jasper 
County,  Mo.;  Samuel  in  Iowa,  and  the  youngest  in 
this  county.  They  have  followed  continuously,  and 
with  splendid  success,  stock  farming  and  railroad 
construction. 

The  originator  of  the  firm  was  the  eldest  son,  who 
began  his  life  as  a  railroad  contractor  in  1807,  by 
working  on  the  Union  Pacific  Railroad  for  two 
years.  This  was  followed  in  1869  by  a  contract  to 
build  part  of  the  Texas  &  El  Paso  Pacific,  thence 
he  went  to  work  on  the  New  Orleans,  Mobile  & 
Chattanooga.  The  following  year  found  him  at 
work  uniler  contract  on  the  International  &  Great 
Northern  Railroad,  and  after  two  years  he  began  to 
build  sixt3'-three  miles  of  the  Galveston,  Colorado 
&  Santa  Fe,  and  1879  found  him  back  in  Nebraska 
laying  the  steel  bands  from  Marysville  to  Beatrice. 
Thus  the  business  grew  continuously  with  the  widen- 
ing circle  of  its  influence,  and  enriching  its  circula- 
tion. 

Tiie  partnership  was  arranged,  and  work  begun 
under  its  provisions  in  18-81,  and  without  doubt 
there  is  not  a  more  united  and  mutually  loyal    firm 


in  the  country.  From  April,  188-2,  to  the  close  of 
188;},  the  firm  was  engaged  in  constructing  the 
railroad  in  Idaho  and  Oregon;  in  1883  they  began 
to  work  on  what  is  known  as  the  High  Line  of  the 
Denver  &  South  Park  Railroad,  between  Frisco  and 
Leadville.  During  1884  and  1885  contracts  were 
filled  in  the  States  of  Wisconsin,  Dakota  and  Kan- 
sas, and  from  that  on  they  have  been  constantly  and 
fuli\'  employed  in  Nebraska,  Kansas,  Colorado, 
Wyoming,  Idaho,  Washington  Territory  and  Ore- 
gon. The  commercial  standing  of  this  firm  with 
the  chief  railroad  corporations  of  the  country  is 
the  very  highest,  and  they  are  now  at  work  upon 
contracts  for  some  of  the  largest  and  wealthiest  of 
these.  Since  the  firm  was  estal)lished  they  have 
constructed  not  less  than  3,000  miles  of  railway, 
beside  erecting  a  large  number  of  buildings,  and 
carrying  on  their  extensive  real-estate  interests. 
They  are  the  owners  of  a  farm  in  Gage  County,  con- 
sisting of  over  3,000  acres  in  pasture  and  under  cul- 
tivation. This  propert}'  is  a  verit.ible  model  farm, 
complete  in  all  points  of  its  equipment.  One  corn 
field  is  of  the  modest  extent  of  1.200  acres.  Upon 
their  farm  they  fatten  from  300  to  500  head  of 
steers  for  the  Eastern  market  every  3'ear,  and  dur- 
ing the  winter  months  take  care  of  from  200  to  300 
mules ;  these  and  some  300  horses  are  at  other  sea- 
sons kept  fully  employed  in  their  railroad  work. 
The  brothers  also  own  an  e.Ktensive  horse  and  cattle 
ranch  in  Chase  Count}',  Neb.,  known  as  "'the  quar- 
ter circle  W."'-  It  comprises  a  large  tract  of  land, 
and  much  of  it  has  been  cultivated,  and  crops  of 
millet,  cane  and  corn,  successfully  raised.  Upon  the 
ranch  are  between  3,000  and  4,000  head  of  cattle, 
and  about  350  head  of  well  bred  horses.  They  are 
breeding  largely  of  the  Norman  stock.  In  this  re- 
spect the}'  are  pioneers  in  the  western  part  of  the 
State,  in  that  thej'  are  opening  up  and  developing 
a  new  country,  thereby  encouraging  emigration  to 
that  part  of  the  Stale. 

Several' years  ago  the  brothers  erected  a  very 
comfortable  modern  residence,  pleasant  in  situation 
and  convenient  in  arrangement,  which  was  designed 
for  the  especial  use  of  their  mother,  who  is  held  in 
most  affectionate  veneration  by  her  sons,  who  con- 
sider nothing  too  good  or  too  beautiful  for  her 
use.     Atliough  aged,  she  is  still  a  bright,  active  and 
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bealtliful  ladj',  retaining  possession  of  all  her  pow- 
ers and  faculties,  and  justly  proud  of  her  sons,  to 
whose  interests  she  is  entirely  devoted,  and  whose 
confidant  she  has  been  for  so  many  3-ears.  John 
D..  Henry  and  Robert  are  each  married,  and  have 
families  of  their  own;  Joseph  makes  his  home  upon 
the  farm,  which  is  under  his  care  and  supervision. 

The  homes  of  John  and  Robert  Kilpatriek  are 
among  the  finest  in  the  city  of  Beatrice,  and  their 
architectural  elegance  is  well  set  off  by  the  ex- 
tensive well-kept  lawns  that  surround  them.  Tlie 
firm  is  at  present  erecting  a  three-story  brick  build- 
ing in  one  of  the  best  business  localities  of  the  city, 
their  own  offices  being  situated  in  a  fine  stone  build- 
ing on  the  corner  of  Court  and  Fifth  streets.  These 
are  splendidl3^  arranged  and  well  fitted,  no  conveni- 
ence or  healthful  arrangement  seemingly  having 
been  omitted.  The  Kilpatriek  brothers  are  Repub- 
licans in  politics. 

We  invite  the  reader's  attention  to  the  splendid 
double-page  engraving  of  the  fine  stock  farm  be- 
longing to  these  gentlemen.  Some  specimens  of 
the  fine  stock  they  own  arc  also  shown. 
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jP^  AMUEL  D.  WRIGHT,  A.  M.,  LL.  B.,  one 

^^^  of  the  most  cultured  men  of  Gage  County, 
(ll/j|  endowed  with  more  than  ordinary  capabili- 
ties and  a  fine  intellect,  has  been  identified 
with  the  business  interests  of  Blue  .Springs  since  the 
winter  of  1887-88.  He  is  engaged  in  the  grocery 
trade,  having  a  large  and  fine  store  building,  and 
carrying  a  full  assortment  of  everything  pertaining 
to  this  line  of  merchandise,  including  queensvvare 
and  the  other  articles  most  extensively  used,  both 
in  the  farm  and  village  household.  In  addition  to 
his  store  and  stock  he  has  a  neat  and  tasteful  farm 
residence  situated  on  a  fine  tract  of  land  three  miles 
northeast  of  Blue  Springs,  and  comprising  eighty 
acres  under  a  thorough  state  of  cultivation.  Here 
he  lives  with  his  family,  driving  to  and  from  the 
citj'  morning  and  evening. 

Mr.  Wright  is  a  native  of  Van  Buren  County, 
Iowa,  where  he  w;is  born  Jan.  9,  1847,  and  where 
he  lived  until  18G5.  Then,  a  youth  of  eighteen 
years,  and  his  father  having  sold  the  farm,  he  re- 


paired to  Mt.  Pleasant,  and  entering  the  Iowa 
Wesleyan  University,  was  a  student  of  that  institu- 
tion for  a  period  of  five  j'ears,  at  the  expiration  of 
which  he  was  graduated  with  the  degree  of  A.  B. 
Soon  afterward  he  was  tendered  the  position  of 
teacher  in  the  High  School  of  that  place  and  was 
thus  occupied  one  year;  then,  entering  the  Iowa 
State  University  at  Iowa  City,  he  was  graduated  a 
year  later  with  the  title  of  LL.  B. 

The  year  following,  1872,  Mr.  Wright  left  his 
native  place  and  repaired  to  Osage  County,  Kan., 
locating  in  Burllngame,  where  he  commenced  the 
practice  of  his  profession,  and  was  thus  occupied 
there  for  a  period  of  eight  years.  In  the  mean- 
time he  was  made  Prosecuting  Attorney  for  that 
county  a  number  of  terms  and  held  various  city 
offices.  In  1880  he  came  to  this  State,  sojourning 
two  years  in  the  city  of  Lincoln,  and  in  the  mean- 
time looking  about  for  a  different  location.  He 
finally  drifted  into  the  stock  business,  having  his 
headquarters  in  Richardson  County.  At  the  time 
of  the  sale  of  the  Indian  Reservation  he  purchased 
a  quarter-section  of  land  In  Barneston  Township, 
and  since  that  time  he  has  been  a  resident  of  this 
county.  He  has  brought  his  land  to  a  fine  state  of 
cultivation,  erected  neat 'and  substantial  buildings, 
and  has  a  residence  which,  with  its  surroundings, 
forms  one  of  the  finest  homes  in  this  region.  At 
present  his  stock  consists  mostly  of  draft  horses,  to 
which  he  pays  particular  attention,  and  has  some  of 
the  choicest  animals  in  Southern  Nebraska. 

In  January.  1888,  Mr.  Wright  invested  a  portion 
of  his  capital  In  a  stock  of  groceries,  from  which 
he  has  built  up  a  profitable  and  extensive  trade. 
His  promptness  in  meeting  his  obligations  and  his 
straightforward  methods  of  doing  business  have 
secured  him  the  esteem  and  confidence  of  the  best 
people  of  the  county,  who  are  his  warm  friends  as 
well  as  being  his  generous  patrons.  Amid  the 
mutlpliclty  of  his  business  cares  he  has  alwaj-s  found 
time  to  keep  himself  posted  upon  current  events, 
and  has  followed  a  thorough  and  instructive  course 
of  reading,  and  as  a  conversationalist  is  more  than 
ordinarily  intelligent  and  interesting.  In  1882  he 
was  chosen  as  a  candidate  of  the  Republican  party 
to  represent  Richardson  County  in  the  Nebraska 
Legislature,  but  was  defeated  on  account  of  his 
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strung  Prohibition    prineii)ies,  pi 
German  element. 

At  the  age  of  twenty-seven  years  Mr.  Wright 
establisiietl  domestic  ties  of  his  own  by  iiis  marriage, 
.Sept.  10,  1S73,  with  Miss  Jilla  Johnson,  of  Heiny 
County,  Iowa.  Of  this  union  there  were  born  four 
children,  three  living,  viz:  Carrie  B.,  Dillon  E.  and 
Joseph  G.  Lewis,  a  bright  boy  nine  years  of  age, 
died  March  12,  1883.  The  other  children  still  re- 
main under  the  home  roof,  receiving  the  advan- 
tages of  a  good  education  and  careful  parental 
training.  Mrs.  Wright  was  born  in  Pennsylvania, 
June  9,  1850,  and  when  quite  young  removed 
with  her  parents  to  Iowa,  where  she  was  reared  to 
womanhood,  acquiring  a  fair  education  in  the  com- 
mon schools.  Her  father,  Lewis  Johnson,  was  also 
a  native  of  the  Keystone  State,  and  a  farmer  by  oc- 
cupation. He  is  now  retired.  Tlie  mother,  Mrs. 
Mary  A.  (Patterson)  Johnson,  is  still  living.  The 
parental  household  included  five  children,  two  only 
of  whom  are  living. 

The  father  of  our  subject,  William  S.  AVright, 
was  born  in  Washington  County,  Pa.,  Feb.  8,  1 80'J, 
where  he  was  reared  and  educated  in  the  common 
schools.  Upon  approaching  manhood  he  served  an 
apprenticeship  as  a  brickmason  and  later  operated 
as  a  contractor.  Finally  abandoning  his  trade  he 
engaged  in  mercantile  business  at  Bloomington, 
Ind.,  of  which  he  became  a  lesident  at  an  early 
day.  He  sold  out  in  1840,  and  crossing  the  Missis- 
sippi cast  his  lot  among  the  pioneers  of  Van  Buren 
County,  Iowa,  during  its  Territorial  days.  Taking 
up  a  tract  of  land  he  sui)erintended  the  cultivation 
of  the  soil,  from  which  was  built  up  an  extensive 
farm,  the  latter  being  managed  mostly  b}-  his  sons. 
He  became  interested  in  stock-raising,  and  also 
bought  and  shipped  large  numbers  of  cattle  to  the 
Eastern  market.  This  latter  business  be  followed 
until  his  death,  which  occurred  in  Iowa  in  June, 
1865.  His  last  illness  was  contracted  while  on  his 
journey  to  Garden  Grove,  Iowa,  for  the  purpose  of 
looking  after  an  extra  large  herd  of  cattle. 

The  mother  of  our  subject,  who  in  her  girlhood 
was  Miss  Margaret  S.  Hile,  was  born  in  Kentucky, 
April  14.  1814.  and  removed  with  her  parents  to 
Indiana  about  1824.  Of  her  marriage  with  Will- 
iam S.  Wright   there  were   born   thirteen  children. 


seven  sons  and  six  daughters,  and  twelve  of  them 
lived  to  mature  3'ears.  The  mother  is  now  deceased. 
The  subject  of  this  sketch,  always  a  thoughtful  and 
serious  lad,  at  the  age  of  eighteen  years  identified 
himself  with  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  and 
transferred  his  membership  to  the  Blue  Springs 
Societ3'  in  1884.  He  is  now  accounted  one  of  its 
most  prominent  and  useful  members,  serving  as 
Steward,  and  ever  laboring  earnestly  in  the  building 
up  of  its  best  interests.  Near  his  residence  he  has 
established  a  Sunday-school,  in  which  he  officiates 
as  Superintendent,  and  is  a  general  favorite  with 
both  young  and  old.  Socially,  he  belongs  to  the 
Masonic  fraternit}',  and  was  former!}'  a  Knight  of 
Honor. 

The  maternal  grandfather  of  our  subject  spent 
the  last  years  of  his  life  with  the  latter,  dying  at 
the  advanced  age  of  ninety-three  years.  He  had 
served  as  a  soldier  in  the  War  of  1812,  and  pos- 
sessed many  excellent  qualities.  Grandmother 
Hite  was  a  lineal  descendant  of  Chancellor  Kent, 
whose  name  is  familiar  to  all  readers  of  liistor}-  and 
theology.  Joseph  A.  Wright,  a  paternal  uncle  of 
our  subject,  was  during  the  late  Civil  War  Gover- 
nor of  Indiana,  and  did  efficient  service  in  promot- 
ing the  principles  of  union  and  freedom  throughout 
that  State,  probably  more  than  any  other  man  in 
the  State  at  that  time,  although  during  his  early 
manhood  he  had  been  a  supporter  of  the  Democratic 
l)arty.  He  was  at  one  time  apjiointed  Minister 
Plenipotentiary  to  the  court  of  Russia,  by  Presi- 
dent Buchanan,  and  re-appointed  by  President 
Lincoln.  George  G.  Wright,  another  uncle,  was  a 
Judge  for  a  long  period  of  the  Supreme  Court  of 
Iowa,  and  United  States  Senator.  He  is  now  a 
resident  of  Des  Moines,  Iowa,  where  he  is  often 
visited  by  his  nephew,  Samuel  D.,  of  this  sketch. 


^|]AMES  E.  POWELL.  In  the  present  bio- 
I  graphical  sketch  it  will  be  the  endeavor  suc- 
I,  cinctly  to  present  an  outline  of  the  life  of 
^^  the  genial  and  popular  Clerk  of  Is'eniaha 
Township,  who  is  also  the  owner  of  a  fine  farm  on 
section  11,  where  in  general  farming  and  stock- 
raising  he  is  rapidly  becoming  one  of  the  leading 
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farmers.  He  is  the  son  of  Henry  and  Margaret 
(Austin)  Powell,  natives  of  Virginia  and  Maryland 
respectively.  Horatio  Powell,  the  grandfather  of 
our  subject,  was  likewise  a  Virginian.  The  parents 
of  our  subject  were  married  at  Moline,  111.,  in  the 
year  1854,  where  Mr.  Powell  was  interested  in  the 
lumber  trade,  being  part  owner  of  one  of  the  saw- 
mills on  the  banks  of  the  Mississippi,  and  was  also 
engaged  as  a  sawyer.  His  death  was  the  result  of 
an  unfortunate,  and  to  his  familj' terrible,  accident, 
and  occurred  as  the  result  of  a  severe  blow  upon 
the  thigh,  received  from  a  bounding  scantling. 
He  only  lingered  two  or  three  days,  and  then  died, 
being  at  the  age  of  about  thirty-four  years.'  This 
sad  event  occurred  in  1 858,  leaving  his  widow  with 
three  children,  who  were  named  as  follows:  James 
E.,  Mary  E.  and  Sarah  B.  His  widow,  the  mother 
of  our  subject,  still  lives  at  Grand  Island,  Neb., 
and  is  aged  f3fty-five  years. 

Our  subject  was  born  at  Moline,  and  his  early 
recollections  gather  round  that  place,  although,  be- 
ing but  four  years  of  age  when  his  father  met  his 
death,  his  meniorj'  supplies  no  entableture  of  him. 
After  the  death  of  his  father  our  subject  lived  for 
a  short  time  with  his  grandparents,  and  when  his 
mother  married  again  he  returned  home.  From 
the  age  of  eighteen  he  resided  with  his  grandparents 
until  1880.  During  this  time  he  had  received  a 
practical,  common-school  education.  Upon  leaving 
them  he  went  to  Bedford.  Iowa,  and  farmed  for 
one  year,  and  from  there  went  to  Conway,  where 
his  mother  came  to  keep  house  for  him,  her  second 
husband  having  died.  She  was  accompanied  by  the 
four  children  born  of  her  second  marriage,  whose 
names  are  as  here  recorded :  Anna  R.  Goldsberry, 
Romance,  John  and  Flora. 

At  Conway,  Iowa.  Mr.  Powell  purchased  a  farm, 
which  was  afterward  sold  and  another  purchased. 
This  process  was  repeated  two  or  three  times  dur- 
ing his  residence  in  that  place.  In  September, 
1883,  he  was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Mary 
Chiles,  a  daughter  of  Henry  and  Dica  (Kennedy) 
Chiles,  both  of  whom  were  natives  of  the  Eastern 
States.  Mr.  Chiles  was  assassinated  in  Texas  by 
political  opponents,  he  being  a  strong  Republican 
and  anti-slavery  man,  neither  of  which  would  serve 
as   favorable  credentials  there  at  that   time.     His 
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widow  is  still  living  at  Conway,  and  is  aged  sixty 
years.  She  became  the  mother  of  eight  children, 
five  of  whom  are  living,  Mrs.  Powell  being  the 
youngest.  She  was  born  Sept.  14,  1862,  at  Paris, 
Tex. ;  her  father's  death  occurring  so  soon  after,  she 
has  no  recollection  of  him  whatever.  Shortly  after 
the  death  of  her  husband  Mrs.  Chiles  returned  with 
her  children  to  Illinois,  and  settled  in  Knox  and 
Mercer  Counties,  and  in  1881  removed  to  Iowa. 
Mrs.  Powell,  who  received  a  good  education  in  the 
Illinois  schools,  made  the  acquaintance  of  our  sub- 
ject there ;  this  friendship  was  renewed  subsequentl3' 
in  Illinois,  and  under  such  circumstances  that  its 
rapid  growth  demanded  satisfaction  in  the  more 
complete  union  of  wedded  life.  They  have  one  son, 
Claude,  born  in  the  year  1884. 

Shortly  after  his  marriage  our  subject  came  with 
his  wife  to  this  county,  and  took  up  120  acres  of 
land  on  section  11  of  Nemaha  Township.  This 
removal  has  been  shown  by  the  results  to  have  been 
the  right  step,  for  success  has  smiled  upon  them 
from  the  first.  Additional  purchases  have  been 
made  from  time  to  time,  of  200  acres.  The  atten- 
tion of  our  subject  is  chiefly  given  to  stock-raising, 
and  besides  his  regular  stock  and  herds  he  has  a  half- 
interest  in  the  well-known  stallion,  "Westland 
Chief,''  of  English  shire  strain. 

In  1887  our  subject  was  elected  Road  Supervisor, 
and  the  following  year  Clerk  of  the  township  and 
School  Director;  at  the  same  time  he  is  bj^  no  means 
an  office-seeker.  In  his  political  tendencies  our 
subject  is  a  decided  Democrat,  but  always  gives 
his  vote  to  the  candidate  in  his  judgment  bestquali- 
fied  to  fill  the  office,  without  regard  to  party  lines. 
Socially,  he  is  connected  with  the  I.  O.  O.  F.,  and 
is  regarded  as  one  of  its  most  faithful  and  praise- 
worth}'  members. 

Our  subject  is  an  illustration  of  American  West- 
ern life  and  success.  Owing,  perhaps,  to  the  en- 
thusiasm and  far-sight  of  certain  lecturers  who  are 
interested  in  schemes  of  immigration,  the  idea  seems 
to  have  got  abroad  that  in  the  West  nothing  is 
required  excepting  to  take  up  land  and  supervise 
the  work  of  Nature,  who  almost  supplies  the  capital 
and  raises  the  crop ;  the  actual  facts  in  the  matter 
are  diametrically  opposite ;  Western  farming  requires 
just  as   much   or  more   intelligence,  energy,   irre- 


•►Hl-^ 


GAGE  COUNTY. 


l)ressible  courage  and  patient  cnthusiasra,  as  any 
other  place  on  earth,  and  wherever  there  is  success 
these  qualities  must  be  possessed.  Whether  our 
subject  would  have  been  as  successful,  or  in  any 
such  measure  prosperous,  without  the  companionship 
of  his  estimable  wife,  is  questionable.  He  who 
said  "It  is  not  good  for  man  to  be  alone,"  knew  the 
creature  He  had  formed  better  than  the  creature 
could  possibl3-  know  himself,  and  He  had  so  ar- 
ranged His  plans  and  effected  His  work  as  to  make 
the  wife  the  complement  of  her  husband,  and  those 
lives  are  the  most  beautifully  complete  and  happily 
successful  that  are  in  harmony  with  this  law  of 
being,  as  in  the  case  before  us. 


^^^ 


ijp^  AMUEL  KIESS  is  a  son  of  Leonard  and 
^^^  Elizabeth  Kiess,  both  natives  of  Williams- 
(l^_3)  port.  Pa.,  at  which  place  they  were  reared, 
married,  and  gathered  about  them  a  family, 
and  at  which  place  they  died.  The  father  was  en- 
gaged in  farming,  and  he  died  in  the  j'ear  1858,  at 
the  age  of  fifty-one  _ye.ars.  The  mother  died  in 
June,  1863,  she  and  her  husband  having  been  mem- 
bers of  the  AUbright  Church.  There  were  nine 
children  in  their  family,  seven  of  whom  are  still 
living,  our  subject  being  the  third  child.  The 
grandparents  of  our  subject  were  natives  of  Ger- 
many, his  patcinal  grandparents  having  come  to 
America  in  about  the  year  1790,  and  located  in  Ly- 
coming County,  Pa.,  when  that  eountr}-  was  an  un- 
broken forest.  They  remained  in  Pennsylvania 
_  until  their  death,  and  at  tlie  death  of  the  grand- 
father there  was  a  posterity  of  sixty-three  grand- 
children living,  six  others  being  deceased. 

The  maternal  grandparents  of  our  subject  were 
also  natives  of  Germany,  who  came  to  America 
about  the  year  1790,  and  located  in  Lycoming 
County,  Pa.  They  were  among  the  earliest  settlers, 
and  took  an  active  part  in  developing  that  countr3', 
Williamsport  at  that  time  consisting  of  only  a  few 
log  houses,  a  little  log  house  doing  dutj-  for  a 
court-house.  Almost  a  century  of  j'ears  has  passed 
since  that  time,  and  could  the  formerinhabilants  of 
that  section  of  the  countr}'  be  permitted  to  visit 
their  old  home,  they  would  doubtless  be  astonished 


beyond  all  measure  at  the  appearance  wliich  it  now 
presents. 

On  the  17th  of  November,  18U3,  the  subject  of 
our  sketch  was  married  to  Miss  Sallie  Burkard,  of 
Crawford  County,  Ohio,  a  daughter  of  Tobias  and 
Christina  (Kiess)  Burkard.  The  parents  came  from 
Pennsylvania  in  1848,  and  lived  in  Oliio  until  their 
death,  that  of  the  father  occurring  in  August,  1876, 
at  the  age  of  eighty-one  years,  and  that  of  the 
mother  taking  place  on  the  11th  of  January,  1887,  at 
the  .age  of  eighty-three  years.  They  had  a  family 
of  seven  children,  of  whom  six  survive,  Mrs.  Kiess 
being  the  fourth  child.  To  our  subject  and  wife 
have  been  given  a  family  of  six  children,  namely: 
Daniel  W. ;  Jacob,  who  died  on  the  3d  of  August, 
1869,  at  the  age  of  two  years;  David  T.,  Edward 
T.,  Thomas  S.  and  Elizabeth  II. 

Mr.  Kiess  came  to  Nebraska  on  the  1st  of  Maj-, 
1833,  and  located  in  Richardson  County,  where  he 
remained  about  twentj'  months,  and  then  came  to 
the  farm  on  which  he  now  lives.  His  farm  consists 
of  160  acres  of  well-improved  land  on  section  27, 
Sicily  Township,  on  which  there  is  a  good  house, 
barn  and  other  buildings.  The  farm  is  well  fenced 
into  fields,  and  is  in  a  high  state  of  cultivation,  and 
on  it  is  a  nice  fish  pond  and  plenty  of  running 
water  for  the  stock.  Our  subject  has  a  beautiful 
home  and  is  in  every  viny  admirably  situated.  He  is 
a  member  of  no  political  party,  but  invariably  votes 
for  the  man  whom  he  thinks  to  be  best  qualified  for 
office,  regardless  of  the  party  to  which  he  belongs. 
Mrs.  Kiess  is  an  esteemed  member  of  the  Evangeli- 
cal Church. 

Our  subject  has  quite  a  rare  collection  of  bric-a- 
brac,  which  is  of  very  great  value  to  a  lover  of  relics 
as  he  is.  He  has  a  Bible,  the  former  propertj'  of  a 
German  in  New  York,  that  was  printed  in  the  year 
1668,  and  for  which  he  has  been  offered  *3,000,  re- 
fusing to  take  that  amount.  It  is  about  seventeen 
inches  long,  ten  and  a  half  inches  wide,  and  six 
inches  thick,  and  is  l>ound  in  what  is  supposed  to  be 
leather  made  from  the  skin  of  a  hog,  with  heavy 
brass  corners  and  clasps,  and  was  printed  in  Frank- 
fort, Germany.  Our  subject  also  has  a  fine  col- 
lection of  ancient  coins  and  currency,  among  which 
is  a  three  cent  piece  issued  by  the  West  Branch  Bunk 
of  Williamsport,  Pa.,  on  the  1st  of  January,  1863; 
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a  ten-cent  piece  from  Williams  County,  Oliio,  and 
also  some  from  the  State  Bank  of  Ohio,  bearing  an 
early  date. 

Another  of  the  valuable  relics  owned  by  our  sub- 
ject is  a  badge  worn  by  some  one  who  fought  in  the 
battle  of  Waterloo,  when  Nnpoleon  I  was  conquered, 
for  which  he  has  been  offered  $100.  He  has  trav- 
eled over  a  great  extent  of  the  country,  making  a 
distance  of  at  least  22,000  miles  by  rail  through  the 
States  of  Pennsylvania,  Maryland,  Virginia,  Dela- 
ware, Ohio,  Kentucky,  Tennessee,  Indiana,  Iowa, 
Missouri,  Arkansas,  Indian  Territory,  Kansas  and 
Nebraska,  and  has  taken  two  trips  to  Canada.  He 
has  had  ample  opportunity  to  indulge  in  his  love  of 
relic  hunting,  and  has  made  good  use  of  the  oppor- 
tunity thus  afforded,  besides  making  the  acquaint- 
ance of  a  large  part  of  the  country. 
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ber  of  years  been  closely  identified  with 
the  Mennonite  Church,  which  was  also  the 
W^  church  of  his  father,  and  in  which  both  of 
them  have  been  ordained  ministers.  The  Mennon- 
ite Church  derived  its  name  from  Menno  S3-mons, 
who  was  born  in  Friesland  in  1496.  Menno  was  a 
Boman  Catholic  priest,  and  a  man  of  studious  char- 
acter and  great  learning,  but  he  left  his  mother 
church  and  devoted  himself  to  theological  studies, 
publishing  his  book  of  doctrine  in  1539.  The  fol- 
lowers of  his  teachings  are  sometimes  called  the 
later  school  of  Anabaptists.  After  the  taking  of 
Muenster  and  the  execution  of  the  leaders  of  the 
Anabaptists,  Menno  Symons  gave  himself  to  the 
winning  of  the  remnants  of  those  deluded  people 
from  the  lawless  fanaticism  into  which  they  had 
fallen,  or  had  been  led,  and  with  older  and  purer 
elements  united  them  in  the  Netherlands  and  in 
North  German}',  and  these  adherents  of  his  views 
were  known  henceforth  as  Mennonites.  They  were 
carefully  organized  after  what  was  regarded  as  the 
primitive  congregational  model,  having  ministers 
and  deacons,  and  following  a  verj'  strict  discipline. 
They  take  the  Scripture  as  their  only  rule  of  faith, 
think  that  the  terms  person  and  trinity  ought  not  to 
be  applied  to  the  Father,  Sou  and  Holy  Ghost,  that 


liiere  is  no  original  sin,  and  that  infants  ought  not 
to  be  biiptized.  They  maintain  also  that  Chris- 
tians should  not  take  oaths  or  serve  as  soldiers. 

In  1867  the}'  lost  their  privilege  from  military 
service,  and  the  alternative  was  given  them  be- 
tween conscription  and  emigration,  and  they  were 
allowed  ten  years  to  decide.  They  chose  the  latter, 
and  in  1873  their  first  body  left  Prussia,  and  from 
there  proceeded  to  New  York,  whence  they  went  to 
Kansas  and  Nebraska  and  made  a  settlement.  The 
exodus  became  so  great  that  the  Emperor  was  com- 
pelled to  change  his  order  to  stop  the  movement. 
Before  this  time,  however,  many  Mennonites  had 
emigrated  to  the  United  States,  and  thrifty  societies 
had  been  established.  Upon  the  invitation  of  Will- 
iam Penu  in  1683,  many  came  over  and  founded  a 
settlement  at  Germantown,  near  Philadelphia.  They 
have  since  made  their  homes  in  many  States,  and 
there  are  now  six  of  their  ministers  in  this  county. 
They  have  but  one  church,  but  sometimes  they  hold 
services  in  the  city  of  Beatrice.  There  are  sixty- 
nine  families,  which  form  a  membership  of  320  in 
this  church.  No  better  citizens  are  to  be  found  in 
any  community  than  those  connected  with  this  de- 
voted religious  body.  Fidelity  to  promises  and 
obligations,  coupled  with  ceaseless  industry,  strict 
honesty,  the  quiet  and  gentle  spirit,  and  the  highly 
commendable  disposition  to  leave  the  business  of 
others  alone,  make  them  desirable  neighbors  and 
profitable  and  worthy  citizens.  Among  these  people 
our  subject  has  been  engaged  in  the  spreading  of 
religious  truths  and  principles,  and  he  is  a  gentle- 
man worthy  to  be  admired. 

Mr.  Penner  resides  on  section  29,  Midland  Town- 
ship, where  he  has  a  farm  of  750  acres,  and  owns 
besides  another  farm  of  400  acres,  both  of  which 
are  devoted  to  farming  and  stock-raising.  He  is  a 
native  of  Prussia,  Germany,  and  was  born  on  the 
14th  of  July,  1836;  his  parents,  Gerhart  and  Agatha 
Penner,  were  also  natives  of  the  same  countrj'.  The 
family  were  engaged  in  agricultural  pursuits,  and 
the  father  was  also  a  brewer  and  the  owner  of  a 
mill.  The  mother  died  in  1875  in  her  native  country, 
and  two  years  later  the  father  came  to  the  United 
States  and  made  his  home  in  Nebraska,  where  he 
died  in  the  following  year.  There  were  three  chil-  ^ 
dren  in  their  family,  of  whom  Henry  still  resides  in 
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Prussia,  and  owns  the  Iirewery  which  formerly  be- 
longed to  liis  father;  Gerhart  and  .Tnhii  are  resi- 
dents of  this  county. 

In  the  year  1876  eighteen  families  emigrated 
from  Prussia  to  the  United  States,  and  east  about 
for  a  ple.asant  location  in  which  they  could  make 
their  future  home.  They  stopped  for  awhile  at 
Mt.  Pleasant,  Iowa,  but  after  looking  farther  they 
chose  this  count3'  as  one  offering  the  greatest  in- 
ducements, and  thus,  in  1877.  the\'  all  came  to  this 
place.  Our  subject  spent  his  early  life  on  a  farm, 
and  when  he  grew  to  manhood  he  and  his  brother 
Henry  were  eng.iged  in  buying  and  selling  grain. 
On  Ills  arrival  in  this  county  he  purchased  about 
600  acres  of  land  but  slightly  improved,  paying  $25 
per  acre  for  280  acres,  and  §12.50  per  acre  for  the 
remainder.  He  has  erected  a  good  residence  and 
farm  buildings,  and  has  made  many  improvements 
on  the  home  place  now  containing  750  acres. 

Our  subject  was  married,  on  the  13th  of  June, 
1867,  to  Miss  Anna  Froese,  who  was  also  from 
Prussia,  and  was  born  on  the  13th  of  December, 
1846.  The}'  became  the  parents  of  eight  children, 
two  of  whom  are  deceased,  and  the  remaining  six 
are  named  Cornelius,  Henry,  Louis,  Agathe,  Anna 
and  Marie.  The  father  of  our  subject  was  a  min- 
ister of  the  Mennonite  Church,  and  for  twenty-eight 
years  he  was  engaged  in  spreading  the  truths  and 
principles  of  that  religion.  Our  subject  grew  uj) 
tinder  that  religious  influence,  .and  as  lie  had  re- 
ceived a  veiy  good  education,  he  also  consecrated 
his  life  to  the  work  of  the  church,  and  after  coming 
to  the  United  States  he  became  a  minister.  He  is 
an  intelligent,  enterprising  gentleman,  surrounded 
in  his  home  bj-  the  refinement  of  wealth ;  is  pleas- 
ing and  affable  in  manner,  and  the  center  of  a  circle 
of  warm  and  admiring  friends. 

^IBA  S.  YARNALL,  Esq.,  is  a  representative 
citizen  of  Higiiland   Township,  residing  on 

'  section  4.  He  was  born  in  Harrison  County, 
Ohio,  Aug.  28, 1 841,  and  is  a  son  of  Aaron  and  Har- 
riet Yarnall,  the  former  of  whom  was  a  native  of 
Pennsylvania  and  the  latter  of  Ohio.  The  paternal 
ancestors  came  to  America  from  Scotland  jirevious 


to  the  Revolutionary  War.  and  the  maternal  ances- 
tors were  from  Wales.  Our  subject  was  the  secoixl 
son  and  third  child  in  his  fatlier's  family,  and  he 
spent  his  early  life  on  a  farm,  eng.iged  in  the  various 
duties  of  a  rural  life, and  received  a  good  academic 
education.  The  time  passed  quicklj'  until  he  be- 
came about  twenty  years  old,  at  which  time  the 
war  began,  and  he  enlisted,  on  the  lUth  of  Decem- 
ber. 1801,  in  the  0th  Ohio  Independent  Light 
Artillery.  He  participated  in  the  battles  of  Farm- 
ington,  Mo.,  Island  No.  10,  New  Madrid,  the  bat- 
tle of  Farraington  near  Corinth,  Miss..  Stone  River, 
McMinnville,  Teiin.,  and  Chickamauga,  where  he 
received  a  wound  in  the  left  leg.  which  disabled 
him  so  much  that  he  was  obliged  to  have  it  ampu- 
tated in  1882.  He  was  honorably  discharged  on  the 
18tli  of  November.  1864,  after  having  given  proof 
of  a  valiant  and  courageous  spirit. 

After  his  release  from  the  service  of  his  country, 
our  subject  returned  to  Harrison  County,  Ohio, 
where  he  was  married,  on  the  6th  of  September, 
1866,  to  Miss  Martha  Logan,  a  daughter  of  .Samuel 
and  Eliza  Logan,  who  was  born  in  Pennsylvania  on 
the  28th  of  M.aj',  1830.  By  their  marriage  thej" 
have  become  the  parents  of  four  children,  of  whom 
we  have  the  following  record:  Mary  is  the  wife  of 
Henry  M.  Ileustis.  of  Chase  County,  this  State; 
John  B.  and  Hattie  N.  are  .at  home;  William  T.  is 
deceased.  In  the  spring  of  1867  our  subject  re- 
moved to  Marion  County,  Iowa,  where  he  resided 
until  the  fall  of  1871,  when  he  removed  to  Powe- 
shiek County.  There  he  remained  until  the  fall  of 
1883,  when  he  once  more  changed  his  residence  and 
came  to  Gage  Count}',  making  his  home  on  his 
present  farm  on  sectfon  4.  The  home  farm  con- 
tains eight}'  acres  of  land,  which  has  been  well  im- 
proved and  yields  abundant  harvests  of  cereals  and 
general  farm  jiroduce. 

Our  subject  is  prominently  connected  with  the 
G.  A.  R.,  Monitor  Post  No.  1S4,  of  Cortland,  and  is 
now  serving  .as  Senior  Vice  Commander,  his  honora- 
ble war  record  entitling  him  to  a  prominent  place  in 
the  order.  He  and  his  wife  and  family  are  mem- 
bers of  the  Congregational  Church,  and  arc  active 
membei-s  of  societ}',  respected  by  all  who  know 
them.'  During  his  residence  in  Poweshiek  County 
he  served  for  three  years  as  Justice  of  the  Peace, 
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and  is  now  serving  his  third  term  of  the  same 
office  in  Highland  Township.  He  has  served  as  a 
School  Director,  and  is  now  serving  his  second  year 
as  Treasnrer  of  his  school  district.  In  recompense 
for  his  service  in  behalf  of  the  country  he  receives 
from  the  Government  a  pension  of  $30  per  month, 
which,  although  it  by  no  means  compensates  him 
for  the  loss  of  so  valuable  a  member  of  the  body, 
is  yet  a  mark  of  appreciation  which  should  not  be 
withheld  from  any  wounded  soldier.  He  is  a  Re- 
publican in  politics,  and  one  of  the  leading  citizens 
of  his  township. 

Mrs.  Yarnall  is  a  native  of  Allegheny  County, 
Pa.,  of  which  Slate  her  parents,  Samuel  and  Eliza 
Logan,  are  also  natives.  Her  paternal  grandfather, 
John  Logan,  was  a  native  of  North  Ireland,  of 
Scottish  descent,  who  came  to  America  and  settled 
in  Kentucky  about  the  time  Daniel  Boone  made 
his  residence  there.  He  was  one  of  a  military  com- 
pany who  went  out  with  the  intention  of  driving 
away  the  Indians  who  had  proved  very  troublesome, 
but  unfortunately  all  the  company  were  killed  with 
the  exception  of  two  men,  one  of  whom  was  the 
grandfather  of  iVlrs.  Yarnall.  He  subsequently  re- 
moved to  Pennsylvania,  and  to  him  does  this  branch 
of  the  Logan  family  trace  their  ancestrJ^  The 
maternal  grandfather  of  Mrs.  \arnall,  James  Ful- 
ton, was  a  native  of  the  United  States,  but  his 
father  was  a  native  of  Ireland  and  of  Scotch  de- 
scent. Her  mother's  uncle,  William  Fulton,  was  a 
soldier  in  the  Revolutionarj'  War,  and  was  killed  in 
the  battle  in  which  Gen.  Ilarmer  was  defeated.  Her 
mother's  brother,  Samuel  Fulton,  was  a  soldier  in 
the  War  of  1812.  and  yet  still  farther  has  this  fam- 
ily been  distinguished  by  the  possession  of  military 
heroes,  her  great-great-great-grandfather  having 
been  a  soldier  under  William,  Prince  of  Orange, 
and  fought  at  the  battle  of  the  Boyne  (so  tradition 
says),  and  was  a  Scotchman  by  birth.  Her  brothers, 
Harvey  and  Bennington  Logan,  were  soldiers  in  the 
late  War  of  the  Rebellion,  as  were  also  two  brothers 
of  Mr.  Yarnall,  named  James  and  John. 

When  she  was  about  twelve  j'ears  old  Mrs.  Yar- 
nall, with  her  parents,  moved  to  Harrison  County, 
Ohio,  where  they  remained  until  their  death,  that 
of  the  father  occurring  in  1865,  at  the  age  of  sixty- 
three  years,  and  thatof  the  mother  in  tlieyear  1877, 


when  she  was  seventy-four  years  old.  Of  ten  chil- 
dren born  in  their  family  seven  survive,  and  of 
them  we  have  the  follovving  record  :  Alexander  re- 
m.iins  in  Harrison  County,  Ohio;  M.artha,  the  wife 
of  our  subject:  Lucinda,  wife  of  J.  M.  Ross,  of 
Smith  County,  Kan.;  William  D.,  of  Tuscarawas 
County,  Ohio;  Harvey,  of  Cowley  County,  Kan.; 
Bennington  T.,  of  Muskingum  Countj%  Ohio,  and 
Sarah,  also  in  Tuscarawas  County.  The  three  mem- 
bers of  the  family  who  are  deceased  bore  the  names 
James,  John  and  Thompson. 


^1  UGUST  STRUCKMEIER,  one  of  the  ear- 
WuM    "est  settlers  of  Clatonia  Township,  is  pleas- 
///  14    antly  located  on  section  24,  where  he  owns 
^J  a  fine  body  of  land    which   he  developed 

from  the  primitive  soil  into  one  of  the  most  desir- 
able farms  of  this  region.  A  native  of  Germany, 
he  was  born  Sept.  5,  1843,  and  is  the  son  of  Henry 
and  Sophia  Struckmeier,  who  were  also  of  pure  Ger- 
man ancestry. 

Our  subject  was  the  third  son  of  his  parents,  and 
received  the  excellent  education  usually  bestowed 
upon  the  German  youth.  He  lived  amid  the  scenes 
of  his  boyhood  until  a  man  about  twenty-eight 
years  old,  then  resolving  upon  a  change,  took  pass- 
age on  a  steamer  bound  from  the  port  of  Bremen 
to  New  York  Cit3'.  After  an  ocean  voyage  of 
thirteen  days  he  set  foot  on  American  soil,  and  pro- 
ceeding directly  westward,  came  into  Otoe  County, 
this  State,  and  secured  employment  as  a  farm  la- 
borer. He  worked  thus  about  two  years,  in  the 
meantime  saving  what  he  could  of  his  earnings,  and 
in  1873  pre-empted  160  acres  of  land  on  section  30, 
in  Highland  Township,  this  county.  This  was  in  a 
wild,  uncultivated  state,  a  furrow  never  having 
been  turned,  and  not  the  least  indication  of  any 
improvement  whatever.  Upon  this  Mr.  Struck- 
meier labored  until  1883,  when  he  sold  out  to  a 
good  advantage,  and  secured  his  present  property 
in  Clatonia  Township.  His  farm  now  comprises 
240  acres,  all  of  which  he  has  brought  to  a  good 
state  of  cultivation.  In  his  labors  he  has  been  ably 
assisted  for  the  last  fifteen  years  by  the  lady  who 
became    his  wife  in   1873.     The  maiden  name    of 
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Mrs.  Strnckmeicr  was  Katie  Alljert,  and  siie  is  the 
sister  of  Kberliart  Allicrt,  a  well-to-do  farmer  of 
Clatonia  Township,  a  sketcli  of  whom  will  be  found 
elsewhere  in  this  volume. 

To  our  subject  and  his  wMfe  there  have  been  born 
eiglit  children,  seven  living,  namely:  Ella,  Minnie, 
Henrj-,  Otto,  Anne,  L}dia  and  a  babe  unnamed. 
Rfr.  Struekmeier  man^-  years  ago  identified  himself 
with  the  Republican  party,  which  he  still  supports, 
and  he  is  a  member  in  good  standingof  the  German 
IMethodist  Church.  As  an  agriculturist  be  has  been 
thorough  and  skillful,  and  as  a  member  of  the  com- 
munit}\  is  numbered  among  its  most  valued  men. 
He  takes  a  genuine  Interest  in  everything  pertain- 
ing to  the  progress  of  his  adopted  country,  appre- 
ciating her  free  institutions  and  being  proud  to  be 
numbeied  among  her  worthy  and  valued  representa- 
tives. None  are  more  worthy  of  a  place  in  a  work 
of  this  kind  than  the  German  pioneers  who  have 
contributed  so  largely  to  the  development  and 
prosperitj'  of  the  Great  West. 


jP^  AMUEL  WYMORE.  The  gentleman  whose 
^^^  life  is  herein  sketched  is  the  founder  of  the 
(^£^  city  bearing  his  name,  and  has  done  more 
for  its  advancement  than  any  other  one  in- 
dividual, and  in  recognition  of  his  service  in  that 
regard,  unsought  for  by  him,  the  city  received  its 
name  in  his  honor.  He  is  the  owner  of  a  large 
farm  adjacent  to  the  city,  which  is  operated  upon 
the  line  of  general  farming  and  stock-raising.  The 
residence  of  our  subject  overlooks  the  city,  and  is 
a  very  fine  modern  building  erected  as  recentlj'  as 
1883,  one  in  ever3'  way  worthy  the  founder  of  so 
beautiful  and  prosperous  a  place.  In  addition  to 
his  farm  and  residence  he  is  the  owner  of  a  large 
amount  of  improved  property,  over  100  city  lots,  and 
has  a  large  interest  in  the  Touzalin  Hotel,  the  finest 
in  the  State  outside  of  Lincoln  and  Omaha.  He  was 
one  of  the  leading  promoters  of  the  city  railroad, 
and  was  the  first  to  drive  a  car  over  the  newlj' 
laid  track.  He  has  o>vned  and  subdivided  about 
340  acres  into  town  lots,  all  of  which,  with  the  ex- 


ception of  those  above  mentioned,  have  been  sold 
and  occupied. 

Our  subject  was  born  on  the  20tii  of  November, 
183.5,  on  Cole  Creek  Prairie,  near  the  line  between 
Park  and  Montgomery  Counties.  Ind.  Not  very 
long  after  his  birth  his  parents  removed  down  to 
Sugar  Creek  in  the  same  State.  There  he  lived  un- 
til 1844,  when  his  parents  went  to  Mahaska  County, 
Iowa,  and  lived  there  until  the  spring  of  1855,  then 
he  went  to  Atchison  County,  Kan.,  and  remained 
for  about  one  year.  B3'  this  time  he  had  reached 
his  majority  and  made  his  preparations  to  start  in 
the  world  for  himself.  With  this  in  view  he  went 
to  Davis  County,  Mo.,  and  there  was  married  to 
Isabella  L.  Scott,  upon  the  6th  of  August,  1856, 
then  returned  home  and  worked  with  his  father  for 
another  year. 

Upon  Sun<la3'  evening.  April  24.  1S.')S,  our  sub- 
ject and  wife  drove  to  Johnson  Creek  near  Paw- 
nee, in  Pawnee  County,  Neb.,  took  up  land,  and 
pressed  forward  with  the  improvements  as  rapidly 
as  possible.  Their  log  cabin  was  built  within  a 
week,  during  which  time  thej' lived  in  their  wagon. 
His  wife  was  busj'  putting  in  the  garden  while 
our  subject  was  erecting  their  dwelling.  During 
the  first  year  he  worked  out  sufTieientl}-  to  enable 
him  to  purchase  his  breaking-plow,  with  which  he 
broke  about  twelve  acres,  and  had  evcrj'thing  ready 
by  fall  to  allow  them  to  return  to  Missouri  and 
winter.  In  coming  out  to  .Johnson  Creek  he  h.ad 
driven  an  ox-team,  a  team  of  Texas  steers  and 
stag,  also  a  drove  of  j'earling  heifers,  a  cow,  and  a 
pair  of  two-year-old  steers,  all  hitched  ahead  of 
one  wagon.  These  he  took  back  with  him  to  win- 
ter in  Missouri. 

Upon  returning  to  his  claim  in  the  spring  Mr. 
Wymore  found  trouble,  for  where  his  house  had 
stood  and  his  haj'  had  been  stacked,  w,as  nothing 
but  black,  charred,  fire-consumed  heaps.  He  then 
purchased  a  house  of  his  uncle  and  put  it  up.  and 
about  one  week  after  he  beg.an  to  occupy  it  this 
was  also  burned,  and  with  it  all  the  projierty  of  our 
subject  contained  therein.  These  losses  made  their 
circumstances  very  complicated,  and  but  for  their 
mutual  companionship  and  encouragement  would 
probably  have  overwhelmed  them,  but  although 
hampered  and  stiaitcned,  our  subject  was  not  dis- 
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heartened;  inspired  and  aided  hy  his  faithful  wife 
he  gave  battle  to  adversity  and  became  victor  over 
all.  Among  the  great  trials  of  life  is  that  of  en- 
forced loneliness,  and  her  sisters  will  be  enabled  to 
sympathize  with  Mrs.  Wymore  in  the  loneliness  of 
her  life  at  this  time,  so  far  as  the  companionship  of 
her  own  sex  is  concerned,  for  while  upon  the  claim 
she  did  not  see  the  face  of  a  white  woman  for 
seven  months.  In  1861  our  subject  sold  this  farm 
and  went  down  to  Kansas  to  assist  his  father,  his 
brothers  having  gone  into  the  army.  There  he  re- 
mained one  j'ear,  then  returned  to  the  vicinity  of 
his  former  property,  and  bo\ight  land  upon  the  west 
branch  of  the  Pawnee,  improved  this  and  lived 
upon  it  for  a  little  over  two  years,  and  then  sold  it 
and  removed  to  Missouri,  but  first  came  to  this 
place,  purchasing  270  acres  of  land  now  covered  by 
the  city  of  Blue  Springs,  with  the  exception  of 
seventy  acres  that  lie  half  a  mile  east  of  Wymore. 
Upon  returning  to  Missouri  he  purchased  a  farm 
and  lived  upon  it  for  about  two  years,  then  came 
back  to  Wymore  and  became  the  owner  of  the 
southwest  quarter  of  section  21,  and  lived  upon 
the  same  for  one  year,  then  took  up  a  homestead 
where  Wj'more  now  stands.  This  was  in  the  year 
1868.  There  were  then  but  three  houses  this  side 
of  Bills  Creek.  Our  subject  lived  upon  this  home- 
stead for  eight  years,  occupying  himself  with  the 
usual  farm  work  and  necessary  improvements; then 
he  removed  and  went  to  his  land  in  what  was  then 
Wymore  Township.  About  that  time  he  bought 
sufficient  land  to  bring  the  total  of  his  possessions 
up  to  438^  acres.  This  he  kept  until  1877,  when  he 
sold  thirty-eight  and  a  half  acres  that  had  cost  him  $3 
per  acre,  and  received  in  exchange  900  acres.  The 
remaining  400  of  his  original  property  he  now 
made  his  home,  and  improved  until  the  year  1880. 
When  the  town  of  Wymore  was  platted  our  subject 
owned  160  acres,  all  of  which  was  within  the  city 
limits,  and  was  of  course  laid  out  with  the  rest. 
In  this  is  included  about  three-quarters  of  a  mile 
of  Main  street,  running  north  and  south,  upon 
which  stands  the  Touzalin  Hotel,  and  both  railroad 
depots.  There  was  quite  a  large  demand  for  town 
lots,  and  our  subject,  of  course,  increased  his  wealth 
by  the  demand. 

Recognizing  at  once  from   the   sale   the   impor- 
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tance  of  having  property  in  the  vicinity,  our  sub- 
ject in  company  with  Mr.  William  Ashby  purchased 
another  180  acres,  laid  it  out  in  town  lots,  and  held 
them  for  sale.  Together  they  erected  quite  a  num- 
ber of  dwellings,  and  the  sale  of  these  largely  in- 
fluenced that  of  lots  in  their  neighborhood.  From 
the  commencement  of  the  city's  growth  our  subject 
has  been  prominent  in  every  movement  for  its  ad- 
vancement. Among  the  more  promising  of  these 
might  be  known  his  efforts  which  were  finally  suc- 
cessful in  procuring  for  the  town  the  Burlington  & 
Missouri  River  Railroad,  and  this  company  sug- 
gested the  name  of  the  town  and  station  after  our 
subject.  The  street  railroad,  which  was  built  in 
1885,  the  erection  and  fittingof  the  Hotel  Touzalin, 
were  other  matters  in  which  he  was  veiy  active. 
He  also  did  much  for  the  establishment  of  the  Wy- 
more Building  Association,  and  from  the  year  1884 
to  1886  was  President  of  the  Blue  Valley  Bank,  and 
at  the  time  owned  all  the  stock,  but  has  since  sold 
out.  At  present  Mr.  Wymore  owns  500  acres  and 
one  half-section  in  Norton  County,  Kan.,  eight}^ 
acres  in  Greenwood  Count3%  of  the  same  State,  160 
acres  in  Hodgman  County,  and  three-quarters  of  a 
section  in  what  was  formerly  Hodgman  County, 
likewise  in  Kansas;  and  160  acres  in  Wichita 
County,  a  total  of  1,800  acres. 

To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Wymore  there  have  been  born 
seven  children,  of  whom  three  still  live.  These  are 
Mary  Scott,  Matilda  M.  and  Samuel,  Jr.  Those 
deceased  were  named  Nancy  Ann,  Sallie,  James  H. 
and  Somerfield.  Mrs.  Wj-more  was  born  in  DeWitt 
County,  111.,  Oct.  14,  1837.  When  about  five  years 
of  age,  her  parents  removed  to  Mahaska  County. 
Iowa,  but  after  a  short  residence  returned  to  Illi- 
nois, where  they  remained  about  two  years,  and 
again  went  to  Iowa,  where  they  made  their  home 
until  1855,  and  then  with  her  mother  and  brothers 
she  removed  to  Davis  County,  Mo.  It  was  while 
living  there  that  she  met  our  subject,  and  was 
finally  united  with  him.  Her  courage,  womanly 
tact,  enthusiasm  and  affection  have  been  largely  in- 
strumental in  enabling  our  subject  to  make  the 
brilliant  success  which  he  to-day  enjoys,  and  kept 
him  from  giving  up  under  the  many  trials  and  losses 
of  his  earlier  history.  She  has  lived  to  see  her 
children  occupying  honorable  positions  in  society. 
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Mniy  S.  AVj-more,  the  eldest  flnugliter  of  our  sub- 
ject, has  become  the  wife  of  "William  O.  Nieliolls,  of 
Sherman  County,  Kan.,  and  has  become  the  mother 
of  one  child.  Her  brother  and  sister  are  still  at 
home  in  Wymore. 

Among  the  social  fraternities  of  Wymore  our 
•subject  is  prominent  onl^'  in  one,  the  M.asonic,  and 
if  his  reputation  and  character  attest  anything,  it 
is  that  he  has  not  stood  in  the  illumination  of  the 
lights  beside  its  altar  without  having  fully  realized 
the  mysteries  inculcated,  and  having  given  them  a 
place  in  his  daily  thought  and  practice.  The  monu- 
ments to  his  character,  manhood  and  patriotism  are 
all  around  him  in  Wymore,  and  will  speak  louder 
and  more  effectively  than  any  mere  conii)limentary 
notice.  It  is,  perhaps,  tiierefore  [jreferablc  to  leave 
them  to  voice  these  sentiments. 

None  of  the  portraits  of  the  esteemed  and  well- 
known  people  presented  in  this  volume  will  be  re- 
ceived with  greater  favor  than  those  of  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Wymore.  which  we  give  in  connection  with 
this  sketch. 
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GEORGE  W.  ZUVER,  whose  farm  is  situated 
on  section  15  of  Hooker  Township,  is  one 
of  the  representative  citizens  of  the  county 
in  all  that  goes  to  make  the  American  gentleman, 
and  not  excluding  that  feature  which  is  peculiarly 
incidental  to  this  country,  that  is,  the  fact  that  he  is 
a  self-made  man,  having  commenced  life  for  him- 
self at  the  age  of  sixteen  j'cars,  with  nothing  but 
his  education  as  a  fulcrum,  and  his  ambitious,  irre- 
pressible energy  and  good  physique  as  the  lever. 

Our  subject  is  the  son  of  Solomon  and  Julia 
Zuver.  (See  sketch  of  B.  P.  Zuver).  His  father 
was  a  merchant  in  Canaan,  Ohio,  and  was  one  of  the 
prominent  business  men  of  the  place,  but  by  reason 
of  an  over  confidence  in  the  people  among  whom 
he  lived  he  Ijecame  financially  embarrassed,  and 
moved  to  Iowa  in  1856,  settled  at  Mason  City,  and 
there  kept  the  Farmers'  Hotel,  which  was  liberally 
patronized,  and  also  after  a  time  was  the  owner  of  a 
valuable  farm.  Their  family  numbered  five  chil- 
dren, whose  names  are  recorded  as  Byron  P.,  Sarah 
S.,   John   H.    (deceased),  our  subject,  and   Henry 


(deceased).  The  wife  and  mother  w.ns  laid  away  to 
her  rest  in  Ohio,  her  death  occurring  when  she  was 
thirty  years  of  age. 

Mr.  Zuver  made  his  entrance  upon  the  stage  of  the 
terrestrial  on  the  7th  of  December,  1846,  at  Kcr- 
nau,  Ohio,  and  began  his  schooling  at  the  age  of 
nine  years,  when  his  father  had  removed  to  Iowa. 
At  fifteen  years  of  age  he  began  to  work  upon  the 
farm,  and  remained  on  it  for  about  one  year,  and 
then  made  his  way  to  Idaho  Citj'  in  the  Territory  of 
that  name.  He  crossed  the  plains  in  company  with 
his  father  and  several  young  men  from  Iowa,  start- 
ing bj'  the  overland  route  in  May,  1864,  reaching 
Idaho  City  on  August  15.  He  continued  one  year 
in  the  gold  mines  of  that  State,  making  ii!4  i)er  diem. 
In  the  summer  of  1866,  with  pick,  shovel  and  fry- 
ing-pan, he  started  on  a  prospecting  tour  through 
the  mountains,  and  opened  up  a  pl.ace  known  as 
Diamond  Gulch,  and  here  found  that  wiiich  repaid 
him  for  his  toil,  labor  and  danger.  He  remained 
here  one  year,  and  then  returned  to  Waterloo,  Iowa, 
with  a  harvest  of  $2,000. 

Upon  returning  to  Waterloo  our  subject  bought 
an  interest  in  the  Valley  House  Hotel,  which  was 
run  under  the  firm  name  of  .Solomon  Zuver  &  Son, 
then  entered  the  Western  College,  Linn  County, 
and  atlendcd  there  'for  a  short  time,  but  after  his 
life  in  Idaho  it  became  somewhat  irksome,  and  in 
July  of  1867  he  once  more  started  West,  and 
stopped  to  prospect  at  Brownvillc  in  this  State,  in 
company  with  his  brother  Byron.  The  following 
August  he  came  on  to  Gage  County  and  filed  a 
claim  upon  his  present  farm,  and  as  soon  .as  he  at- 
tained his  majority  he  homesteaded  it,  and  has  since 
by  continued  labor  marvelously  improved  it. 

In  1870  our  subject  was  united  in  marri.age  with 
Miss  Martha  J.  Hildman,  June  5.  This  lady  is  the 
daughter  of  John  and  Eliza  Jane  Hildman,  and  w.as 
born  on  the  5th  of  January,  1850,  in  the  State  of 
Pennsylvania.  Her  parents  moved  to  Iowa  when 
she  was  about  five  years  of  age,  and  she  has  obtained 
a  fair  education.  She  has  presented  her  husband 
with  five  children,  who  have  been  named  as  follows: 
James  Byron,  Julia  E.,  Phronia  U.,  Sarah  and 
Clarence. 

Mr.  Hildman  was  born  in  New  York  State,  and 
was  a  prosperous  farmer  there ;  he  removed  to  Iowa 
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in  1856,  and  three  years  latter  settled  in  Nebraska, 
and  upon  his  homestead  in  Gage  County  in  1861. 
His  wife  was  a  native  of  Pennsylvania,  and  was 
born  about  the  year  1819.  She  became  the  mother 
of  fourteen  children,  Mrs.  Zuver  being  the  seventh. 
She  died  in  June,  1882,  aged  fifty-four  years.  Mr. 
Hildman,  who  is  still  living,  is  seventy-four  years 
of  age. 

In  1884  our  subject  removed  to  Garden  Plains, 
Sedgwick  Co.,  Kan.,  and  speculated  there  and  in 
Missouri  for  a  time.  In  Garden  Plains  he  engaged 
in  the  livery  business,  which  was  afterward  traded 
for  a  farm,  which  was  presently  exchanged  for 
horses,  and  these  later  for  the  Avondale  Hotel,  and 
not  long  after  this  was  exchanged  for  a  farm  in 
Harrison  County,  Mo.  Thence  he  returned  to  his 
present  home,  in  addition  to  which  he  owns  the 
farm  in  INIissouri,  property  valued  at  $2,000  in 
Wichita,  and  other  real  estate.  Although  quite  a 
j'oung  man  he  is  well-to-do,  and  takes  his  jilace 
.'imong  the  leading  citizens. 

The  School  Treasurer's  office  has  been  filled  by 
our  subject  for  one  term,  to  the  satisfaction  of  all 
concerned.  He  is  deeply  interested  in  the  political 
economy  of  the  nation  and  all  the  questions  arising 
therefrom,  and  is  usually  found  with  the  Republican 
party  in  the  campaigns.  He  is  a  man  possessed  of 
large  reserve  force,  business  push  and  enterprise, 
and  continuousl}'  lends  his  heartiest  assistance  to 
those  projects  that  promise  the  progress  of  affairs 
moral  and  temporal. 


t 


fALENTINE  MEYERS  belongs  to  that  class 
of  German  citizens  who  have  proved  most 
loyal  and  enterprising,  and  an  honor  to  any 
community.  As  a  boy  he  was  full  of  life  and  vigor, 
and  as  a  man  he  has  won  distinction  by  his  well- 
applied  energy  and  self-reliance.  He  is  engaged  in 
agricultural  pursuits  on  section  22,  Rockford  Town- 
ship, and  is  widely  and  favora6l3'  known  as  a  suc- 
cessful business  man.  His  parents,  Valentine  and 
Catharine  Meyers,  were  natives  of  Germany,  the 
father  having  been  born  in  Hesse-Darmstadt,  and 
the  mother  in  Weinheim.  They  were  married  in 
their  native  country,  and  lived  there  until  the  death 


of  the  mother.  In  1849  the  father  came  to  Amer- 
ica with  his  second  wife  and  family,  the  mother  of 
our  subject  having  died  in  1847,  after  having  a  fam- 
ily of  seven  children,  named:  Pitta,  Philip,  Len- 
hardt,  Annie,  Lizzie,  Andrew  and  Valentine. 

Our  subject,  the  youngest  of  his  father's  family, 
was  born  on  the  14th  of  June,  1825,  in  "Weinheim, 
Germany,  where  he  attended  school  from  the  age 
of  six  to  fourteen  years.  He  learned  the  black- 
smith's trade,  and  for  a  time  engaged  in  work,  but 
having  long  had  a  wish  to  come  to  America,  he 
gratified  it  in  1842  by  starting  out  on  the  long  voy- 
age when  but  seventeen  years  old.  He  bade  fare- 
well to  his  father,  brothers  and  sisters,  and  sailed 
on  the  15th  of  March,  placing  his  foot  on  Ameri- 
can soil  on  the  2d  of  May.  His  destination  was 
Lyons,  111.,  and  after  he  arrived  in  that  citj'  he 
started  to  work  at  his  trade,  which  he  continued 
for  one  year,  and  then  went  to  Canada,  where  he 
worked  for  four  years. 

In  1847  our  subject  returned  to  the  States,  and 
made  his  home  in  Wisconsin,  where  he  was  married 
to  Miss  Rosina  Schwartz,  who  was  also  a  native  of 
Germany,  and  was  born  on  the  25th  of  November, 
1827.  She  was  twenty-two  years  old  when  she 
came  to  America  with  her  brothers  and  sisters.  Our 
subject  followed  blacksmithing,  and  was  very  com- 
fortably located  in  his  home  in  Milwaukee  when 
his  parents  came  in  1849.  The  father  made  his 
home  with  him  until  the  time  of  his  death,  which 
occurred  in  1852,  at  the  age  of  sixty-six  years.  In 
1850  our  subject  removed  eleven  miles  northwest 
of  Milwaukee,  where  he  purchased  a  farm  and  con- 
tinued his  former  vocation  in  connection  with  his 
farm  work.  He  remained  there  until  1871,  when 
he  came  to  Nebraska,  stopping  at  Nebraska  Citj- 
for  three  or  four  weeks,  after  which  he  came  to  his 
present  farm.  He  bought  120  acres,  of  which  only 
twenty  acres  had  been  broken,  and  beginning  at 
once  to  make  improvements,  he  worked  industri- 
ously, and  now  has  the  whole  farm  in  a  splendid 
state  of  cultivation.  He  has  built  convenient  and 
substantial  farm  buildings,  all  of  which  are  in  fair 
order. 

The  family  of  our  subject  and  his  wife  comprises 
twelve  children,  bearing  the  names — Philip,  Eliza, 
John,  Carrie,  Charlie,  Teressa,  Lizzie,  Annie,  Susie, 
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William,  Ilattie  and  Barbara.  In  1875  the  father, 
accompanied  bj'  John  and  Tercssa,  visited  Califor- 
nia, and  during  the  time  of  their  visit  the  father 
engaged  in  work  at  his  trade,  by  which  they  not 
only  paid  the  expenses  of  the  visit,  but  cleared  $-174 
in  six  months.  In  1877  the  father,  accompanied  by 
his  son  John,  made  a  trip  to  Oregon  for  the  purpose 
of  looking  up  a  location,  but  came  back  satisfied  to 
remain  in  Gage  County.  In  1887  our  subject  made 
a  visit  to  Colorado,  where  his  daughter  Teressa  is 
living.  He  has  long  been  identified  with  the  Re- 
publican party,  and  voted  for  John  C.  Fremont. 
He  and  his  estimable  wife  belong  to  the  Evangelical 
Church,  of  Holmesville,  and  are  the  center  of  a 
host  of  warm  and  admiring  friends. 


i^^^HOMAS  YULE,  a  gentleman  in  comfortable 
/^^^  circumstances  and  a  resident  of  the  city  of 
^^y  Beatrice,  makes  a  specialty  of  abstracts  and 
loans,  while  at  the  same  time  he  is  prominentlj- iden- 
tified with  its  other  leading  business  interests.  He 
was  born  in  Northumberland  County,  England,  on 
the  20th  of  October,  1832,  and  ten  or  twelve  years 
later  his  parents,  George  and  Elizabeth  (Huggett) 
Yule,  removed  from  his  native  village  and  there- 
after lived  in  different  places  iu  England.  The 
father  was  a  civil  engineer  by  profession,  and  for 
some  time  occupied  a  responsible  position  with  the 
Northeastern  Railroad  Company,  of  England. 

Iq  1853  our  subject,  accompanied  by  his  i)arents 
and  his  young  wife,  emigrated  to  America,  and  all 
took  up  their  abode  iu  Columbia  County,  Wis. 
The  father  and  son  engaged  in  farming,  and  the 
family  made  their  home  there  until  the  death  of 
the  former,  which  occurred  in  1871,  at  the  age  of 
sixty-seven  j-ears.  The  mother  survived  her  hus- 
band six  years,  and  died  at  t,he  age  of  seventy-three, 
after  having  seen  four  of  her  children  well  launched 
into  life,  the  two  others  having  died  in  infancy. 

Our  subject  was  the  fourth  child  of  his  father's 
family,  and  as  he  grew  to  manhood  was  educated  in 
the  schools  of  his  native  England.  When  twenty- 
one  years  old  he  was  married,  March  15,  1853,  to 
Miss  Mar3-  Todd,  of  his  native  county,  and  who 
was  the    daughter  of    John  and    Mary   Todd,    also 


natives  of  Northumberland.  Soon  afterward  Mr. 
Yule  and  his  young  bride  emigrated,  as  above 
stated,  to  America  with  his  parents.  Thomas  for  a 
time  farmed  with  his  father,  but  later  removed  to 
the  village  of  Lodi,  Wis.,  where  he  engaged  as  a 
contractor  and  builder  until  the  outlireak  of  the 
Civil  War. 

Our  subject  now  left  his  pleasant  home  and  fam- 
ily to  engage  iu  the  service  of  his  a<lopted  country, 
enlisting  on  the  loth  of  August,  1862,  in  the  23d 
Wisconsin  Infantry,  which  was  assigned  to  tlie  Army 
of  the  West  under  Gen.  A.  J.  fSniith,  this  being  the 
14th  Arm}'  Corps,  under  command  of  Gen.  Sher- 
man. Mr.  Yule  with  his  comrades  traveled  through 
Kentucky,  Mississippi,  Tennessee,  Arkansas,  and 
participated  in  the  first  battle  of  Yicksburgiu  18C2. 
In  the  engagement  at  Arkansas  Post  on  the  11th  of 
January,  1863,  be  received  a  wound  which  resulted 
iu  the  loss  of  his  right  leg,  that  useful  member  be- 
ing carried  away  I)y  a  solid  shot.  He  was  then 
placed  in  Lawson  Hospital  at  St.  Louis,  where  he 
remained  until  March  following,  when  he  was  honor- 
ably discharged  and  returned  to  his  home  in  Lodi, 
Wis.  Afterward  in  recognition  of  his  service  as  a  sol- 
dier he  was  appointed  Provost  Marshal  for  that  dis- 
trict. He  was  also  elected  Justice  of  the  Peace  and 
Town  Treasurer,  which  offices  he  held  until  Januar}', 
1867,  when  he  was  elected  Recorder  of  Deeds  of  Co- 
lumbia County.  For  eight  successive  years  he  held 
that  office,  which  speaks  well  for  his  efficiency. 
Previous  to  his  retirement  he  purchased  a  complete 
set  of  abstract  books  of  that  county,  and  suijse- 
quently  became  associated  with  Miles  T.  Alverson 
in  the  abstract  and  loan  busini'ss,  which  the}'  con- 
tinued until  April,  hsT'.i. 

In  the  year  above  mentioned  Mr.  Yule  sold  out. 
and  coming  to  Nebraska  established  himself  in  Bea- 
trice and  engageil  in  money  loaning,  while  at  the 
same  time  lie  began  writing  up,  in  company  with  his 
son  John  T.,  a  set  of  abstract  books  from  the  original 
records  of  this  county.  They  now  do  a  large  business 
in  this  line  in  the  Stales  of  Nebraska  and  Kansas; 
they  have  a  fine  office  in  the  First  National  Bank 
building,  which  is  well  equipped  with  all  the  appur- 
tenances of  a  thriving  business.  Our  subject  h.as 
served  one  term  as  Mayor  of  Beatrice,  and  one  term 
as  City  Treasurer,  in  liulli  of  which  offices  he  gave 
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general  satisfaction  to  the  public.  He  is  now  serv- 
ing his  third  term  as  Supervisor  of  the  city  and  his 
second  term  as  Chairman  of  the  County  Board  of 
Supervisors.  He  is  also  one  of  the  Directors  of  the 
canning  factory,  and  a  member  of  the  Board  of 
Directors  of  the  Beatrice  Street  Railway. 

To  Thomas  and  Mary  (Todd)  Yule  there  were 
born  four  children,  two  sons  and  two  daughters,  of 
whom  we  have  the  following  record :  Bessie  J.  is 
the  wife  of  L.  E.  Walker,  of  Beatrice;  John  T.  is 
in  partnership  with  his  father;  Albert  G.  died  in 
1H66;  Mar}'  Grace  is  now  a  student  in  Brownell 
Hall  at  Omaha.  The  mother  of  these  children  died 
in  1881.  Mr.  Yule  in  1884  married  his  present 
wife,  who  was  Mary  H.  Burke,  a  native  of  Canada, 
but  at  the  time  of  her  marriage  a  resident  of  Bea- 
trice. The  family  residence,  pleasantly  situated,  is 
a  neat  and  comfortable  structure,  occupying  No. 
803  North  Seventh  street. 

Mr.  Yule  has  been  a  member  of  the  Masonic  fra- 
ternity since  1858,  and  as  a  man  who  has  given 
much  of  his  time  to  the  service  of  the  public,  he  is 
entitled  to  more  than  a  passing  notice.  In  politics 
he  has  been  a  stanch  Republican  since  the  formation 
of  the  party,  and  his  influence  is  sensibly  felt  in  the 
ranks  of  his  party,  not  only  in  the  county,  but  in 
this  part  of  the  State.  His  portrait,  in  connection 
with  this  sketch,  will  be  looked  upon  with  interest 
by  a  large  number  of  bis  friends  and  compeers  as 
that  of  a  man  closely  identified  with  the  best  inter- 
ests not  only  of  the  city  of  Beatrice,  but  the  entire 
county. 


(^^HADDEUS  WILLIAMS  is  the  present  enter- 
m^^  prising  and  energetic  Supervisor  of  Logan 
^^^y  Township,  who  has  distinguished  himself  by 
his  ardent  efforts  in  behalf  of  the  public.  His 
father,  William  Williams,  was  born  in  Nelson 
County,  Ky.,  in  1812,  and  was  a  contractor,  a  mer- 
chant and  a  farmer.  In  1853  he  moved  to  Illinois, 
thence,  in  1873,  to  Hamburg,  Iowa,  where  he  now 
resides.  The  mother  of  our  subject  is  Elizabeth 
(Blunt)  Williams,  who  was  born  in  Gallatin  County, 
Ky.,  in  1819,  and  is  also  living,  having  reared  a 
family  of  six  children,  of  whom  our  subject  is  the 


second.  He  was  born  in  Gallatin  County,  Xy.,  on 
the  2Gth  of  January,  1843,  and  spent  his  youth 
under  his  father's  roof,  receiving  a  good  common- 
school  education.  In  1863  he  crossed  the  plains, 
stopping  at  Idaho  City,  where  he  followed  mining 
for  two  years,  thence  to  California,  and  returning 
to  Sangamon  County,  111.,  by  way  of  New  Y''ork 
City,  taking  a  steamer  from  the  Pacific  Coast. 

Our  subject  was  engaged  in  farming,  which  work 
he  varied  by  a  period  of  three  years  devoted  to 
the  mercantile  business,  and  in  1880  he  removed 
to  Logan  Township,  this  county,  and  settled  on  his 
present  farm  on  section  28.  He  made  all  the  im- 
provements that  have  been  made,  set  out  a  fine 
fruit  orchard  and  groves  of  native  timber,  and  in 
various  ways  increased  the  value  of  his  farm  by 
labor  and  industry.  On  the  21st  of  December, 
1870,  he  was  united  in  marriage,  in  Sangamon 
County,  111.,  to  Miss  Mary  L.  Koscialowski,  who 
was  born  in  Jacksonville.  111.,  on  the  8th  of  August, 
1848.  Her  father,  Napoleon  Koscialowski,  was 
born  in  Warsaw,  Poland,  in  1812,  and  was  a  mili- 
tary man,  his  private  profession  being  that  of  an 
architect.  In  1834,  at  the  breaking  out  of  the 
Polish  insurrection,  he  was  exiled,  and  came  to  this 
country,  making  his  home  in  Jacksonville,  111.,  his 
death  afterward  occurring  in  Washington  City. 
Her  mother.  Mar}'  (Chenoweth)  Koscialowski,  was 
born  in  Nicholasville,  Ky.,  in  1821,  and  after  be- 
coming the  mother  of  six  children,  she  died  in 
Jacksonville,  111. 

By  their  marriage  our  subject  and  his  wife  are 
the  parents  of  six  children,  on  whom  the}-  have 
bestowed  the  names  of  Leon  W.,  Robert  Hitt, 
Edith  C,  Edward  T.,  Roy  T.  and  Harry  D.  Our 
subject  has  taken  an  active  part  in  public  enterprises, 
chief  among  which  was  his  assistance  in  the  build- 
ing of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  at  Prairie 
Chapel,  for  which  he  gave  a  great  deal  of  his  valu- 
able time  in  soliciting  money  as  well  as  contributing 
his  share  toward  the  funds.  His  wife  is  a  member 
of  that  church,  and  is  a  well-educated  and  talented 
lady,  displaying  her  love  for  the  beautiful,  and  her 
refined  and  exquisite  taste  in  the  adornments  of  her 
pleasant  home.  Our  subject  has  held  his  present 
office  of  Supervisor  for  three  years,  and  has  been 
for  a  like  period  the  School  Director  of  his  town- 
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ship.  While  living  in  Illinois  he  filled  the  office  of 
Assessor  for  three  years,  with  much  credit  tt)  him- 
self and  general  satisfaction  to  the  i)ul)lic.  He  is 
a  member  of  the  order  of  the  A.  F.  &  A.  ^I.,  Blue 
Lodge  No.  29,  of  Beatrice,  and  is  a  warm  and  able 
advocate  of  the  Democratic  party  in  politics.  To 
the  labors  of  such  men  as  our  subject  is  the  town- 
ship indebted  for  its  rapid  progress,  and  the  ample 
strides  which  it  has  made  toward  perfection. 


^^EORGE  B.  PHELPS,  proprietor  of  one  of 
III ,--,  the  leading  hack  lines  of  Beatrice,  is  of  New 
^^J)  England  birth  and  parentage,  having  first 
opened  his  eyes  to  the  light  in  Monroe,  Franklin 
Co.,  Mass.,  Jan.  5,  1838.  The  eldest  of  ten  chil- 
dren, three  sons  and  seven  daughters,  he  is  the  son 
of  Francis  and  Abigail  (Fosgate)  Phelps,  who  were 
also  natives  of  the  Bay  State.  Of  their  family  only 
five  are  now  living.  The  paternal  grandfather, 
Daniel  Phelps,  was  of  English  ancestry,  and  a  na- 
tive of  Vermont.  He  spent  his  last  years  in  Mon- 
roe, Mass.,  dying  about  1850.  The  Fosgates  were 
of  English  and  Irish  extraction. 

The  male  members  of  the  Phelps  family  for  sev- 
eral generations  were  farmers  by  occu patron,  and 
Francis  Phelps,  the  father  of  our  subject,  was  no 
exception  to  the  rule.  Both  he  and  his  estimable 
wife  lived  and  died  in  Massachusetts.  George  B., 
our  subject,  spent  his  boyhood  and  youth  in  his 
native  town,  attending  the  public  schools  and  work- 
ing on  the  farms  adjacent  to  the  city.  In  this 
manner  he  gained  a  good  insight  into  the  general 
methods  of  agriculture,  and  when  twenty-one  years 
of  age  started  out  fur  himself,  commanding  good 
wages  both  at  farming  and  teaming. 

Young  Phelps  about  18G9  left  the  Bay  State  and 
went  South  into  Tennessee,  where  he  carried  on 
farming  in  the  vicinity  of  Howard  Springs  for  a 
period  of  six  years.  The  spring  of  1875  found  him 
west  of  the  Mississippi,  and  he  was  for  two  years 
thereafter  employed  on  a  farm  in  this  county,  eight 
miles  south  of  Beatrice.  Finally  he  took  uj)  his 
residence  in  the  city,  establishing  an  oninilius  and 
transfer  line,  and   was    thus  occupied   until    188J, 


when  he  sold  out  his  transfer  business,  but  con- 
tinued his  hack  line.  He  keeps  several  horses  and 
vehicles,  and  gives  employment  to  quite  a  number 
of  men.  The  public  are  pleased  with  his  prompt- 
ness in  answering  their  demands,  and  extend  to  him 
a  generous  patronage. 

George  B.  Phelps  wiis  united  in  marriage  to  Etlna 
C.  Dunham  Nov.  2,  1867,  the  fall  before  his  thir- 
tieth birthday,  at  Florida,  Mass.  Airs.  Phelps  was 
born  Feb.  20,  1848,  in  Adams,  Mass.,  and  is  the 
daughter  of  Charles  and  Caroline  Dunham,  and  the 
niece  of  .larvis  N.  Dunham,  President  of  the  .Spring- 
field Fire  Insurance  Company  of  M.issachusetts; 
also  of  Henry  J.  Dunham,  a  prominent  lawyer  of 
Stockbridge,  Mass.  Of  this  union  there  have  been 
born  five  children,  two  daughters  and  three  sons, 
three  of  whom  survive — Gertrude  L.,  Russell  A. 
and  Charley  A.  One  daughter  and  a  son  died  in 
infancy.  Mr.  Phelps,  politically,  is  a  stanch  Re- 
publican. During  the  late  war  he  enlisted  in  Com- 
pany H,  2d  Vermont  United  States  Sharpshooters, 
and  shortly  after  going  to  the  front  was  taken  ill 
with  me.'isles,  which  settled  in  his  system,  produc- 
ing rheumatism,  which  practically  ended  his  career 
as  a  soldier,  he  being  obliged  to  .iccept  his  discharge 
after  being  confined  in  the  hospital  at  Brattleboro, 
Vt.,  witii  no  prospect  of  immediate  recovery. 


JOHN  B.  LYONS,  of  Adams  Township,  al- 
though one  of  the  youngest  pioneers  of  this 
county,  has  probably  passed  through  as 
many  thrilling  experiences  .as  any  of  its  older 
men.  He  came  to  this  region  with  his  parents 
when  but  a  little  lad  of  seven  years,  but  has  had  his 
encounters  with  Indians  and  other  wild  "game," 
and  is  not  afraid  to  say  that  he  came  out  "first  best" 
and  master  of  the  field.  When  about  eight  yeare  of 
age  he  assisted  his  father  to  release  a  whole  herd  of 
cattle  from  the  thieving  redskins  without  the  shed- 
ding of  blood — accomplished  mainly  by  that  firm- 
ness of  nerve  which  is  often  more  potent  than 
firearms.  He  has  also  fouglit  grasslioppers  and  the 
drouth,  together  with  the    various  other  scourges 
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that  were  j'ears  ago  apportioned  to  one  of  the  most 
beautiful  sections  of  the  United  States,  and  has  lived 
to  see  this  great  commonwealth  come  out  victorious 
over  all  her  foes,  and  transformed  into  the  ahode  of 
a  peaceful  and  prosperous  people. 

The  Lyons  family  have  borne  no  unimportant 
part  in  the  task  of  bringing  success  to  this  part  of 
Nebraska  especially,  having  been  represented  here 
during  the  period  of  its  earliest  settlement.  John 
and  Almira  (Shaw)  Lyons,  the  parents  of  our  sub- 
ject, were  natives  of  Massachusetts  and  New  York 
State  respectively.  A  sketch  of  them  will  be  found 
on  another  page  of  this  volume.  After  marriage 
they  settled  in  Litchfield  County,  Conn.,  where 
their  son,  our  subject,  was  born  in  Canaan  Town- 
ship, Nov.  8,  1850.  When  he  was  a  child  of  eight- 
een months  they  emigrated  from  New  England  to 
Kenosha  County,  Wis.,  where  they  sojourned  for  a 
period  of  six  years.  Then  thej-  once  more  changed 
their  location,  this  time  to  the  Territory  of  Ne- 
braska. 

The  journey  from  the  Badger  State  to  this  region 
was  performed  after  the  manner  of  those  days, 
overland  with  a  wagon  drawn  by  two  yoke  of  oxen. 
They  cooked  and  camped  by  the  wayside  wherever 
night  overtook  them,  and  had  some  cows  along, 
whose  milk,  never  '-watered,"  was  in  that  respect 
better  than  that  afforded  in  the  civilized  luxury  of 
to-day.  The  sister  of  our  subject,  now  Mrs.  Homer 
J.  Merrick,  written  of  elsewhere  in  this  work,  was 
then  a  little  girl  of  five  years.  The  family  landed 
in  Nebraska  City,  or  the  beginning  of  it,  on  the 
22d  of  November,  1857,  and  settling  in  Adams 
Township,  lived  there  a  year,  then  returned  to  the 
"city"  and  staid  five  years,  until  the  country 
should  be  better  settled  up,  and  agriculture  more 
profitable.  John  B.,  in  the  meantime,  improved 
his  opportunities  for  schooling,  and  was  quite  well 
advanced  in  his  studies  for  a  boy  of  thirteen  when 
the  family  returned  to  the  farm.  The  father  home- 
steaded  land  on  section  28,  and  our  subject  made 
himself  useful  in  assisting  to  till  the  soil  and  tend 
the  cattle,  of  which  his  father  kept  a  herd  sometimes 
of  300  head. 

Young  Lyons  continued  a  member  of  the  parental 
household  until  twenty-four  years  of  age,  when, 
thinking   he  would    be  justified    in    establishing  a 
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home  of  his  own,  he  w.as  united  in  marriage,  Sept. 
10,  1874,  with  Miss  Lucy  L.  Follett.  then  a  resi- 
dent of  Adams  Township.  Mrs.  Lyons  was  born  in 
the  State  of  Minnesota,  Aug.  21,  1854,  and  is  the 
daughter  of  Pardon  and  Sarah  Follett.  She  came 
to  Nebraska  when  a  maiden  of  sixteen  years  to  visit 
her  sisters,  and  then  made  the  acquaintance  of  our 
subject,  and  was  persuaded  that  it  would  be  a  good 
plan  to  remain  here. 

The  union  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Lyons  has  been  blessed 
by  the  birth  of  eight  children:  Ida  M.,  Charles 
(deceased),  Wyllis  E.,  Clarence  W.,  Effie  B.,  Mary 
O.,  John  F.  and  one  unnamed.  The  eldest  of  these 
is  thirteen  years  of  age,  and  the  youngest  six 
months,  and  all  are  at  home  with  their  parents.  The 
homestead,  of  which  they  took  possession  when  the 
land  was  in  its  wild  state,  now  embraces  120  acres 
of  thoroughly  cultivated  land,  with  all  modern  im- 
provements, embracing  a  commodious  dwelling, 
good  barns  and  outhouses,  sheds,  an  orchard  of  250 
bearing  apple  trees,  and  a  fine  assortment  of  the 
smaller  fruits,  including  cherries  and  apricots.  In 
addition  to  general  farming  Mr.  Lyons  has  been 
quite  extensively  engaged  in  the  breeding  of  live 
stock,  raising  principally  cattle  and  hogs,  and  from 
these  has  realized  ample  returns.  For  a  compara- 
tively young  man  he  has  a  fine  start  in  life,  and  the 
prospect  of  a  competency  in  his  old  age.  His  has 
been  a  rich  experience  of  pioneer  life,  and  one  ti'om 
which  he  has  learned  well.  He  values  his  home  and 
the  advantages  of  civilization  which  have  grown  up 
around  him,  and  may  properly  feel  that  in  the  per- 
severance and  industry  which  have  inaugurated  one 
of  the  most  desirable  homes  within  its  borders,  he 
has  been  no  unimportant  factor  in  bringing  his 
county  to  its  present  status. 

Mr.  Lyons  assisted  in  the  erection  of  the  first 
school  building  in  Adams  Township,  in  which  the 
first  person  to  officiate  as  leacher  was  Miss  Silver- 
nail,  a  sister  of  his  mother,  and  under  the  roof  of 
which  young  Lyons  afterward  completed  his  edu- 
cation. He  has  been  a  firm  supporter  of  educational 
institutions,  and  has  served  as  Director  in  his  dis- 
trict for  the  last  four  years.  Politically,  he  votes 
the  straight  Republican  ticket,  and  although  inter- 
ested in  the  success  of  his  party,  has  no  aspirations 
to  be  an  office-holder. 
■» 
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ARION  M.  CLOUGII  is  the  senior  partner 
^  of  the  firm  of  Chuigh  1-  Leopold,  well- 
known  ranch  .and  stock  men.  He  resides 
on  section  29,  Kem.aha  Township,  where  he 
has  720  acres  of  l.ind  devoted  to  farming  and  stock- 
raising.  Aside  from  his  successful  business  he  de- 
serves honoralile  mention  as  one  who  has  worn  a 
sliare  of  the  honors  of  his  country  while  engaged  in 
her  defense,  having  a  war  record  of  which  he  may 
well  feel  proud.  His  father,  Horace  P...and  mother, 
Ann  (Brown)  Clough.  were  natives  of  New  York, 
the  former  having  his  nativity  in  Chautauqua  and 
the  latter  in  Delaware  County.  His  grandfather, 
Horace  Clough,  was  born  in  New  Hampshire. 

The  parents  of  our  subject  made  their  home  in 
Pennsylvania,  where  the  father  was  engaged  in  ag- 
ricultural pursuits  until  the  year  18G3,  when  they 
came  to  Henry  County,  111.  The  mother  died  in 
1867,  aged  flft3'-four  years,  and  in  the  following 
year  the  father  returned  to  Pennsylvania,  where  he 
remained  until  187.T,  and  then  came  to  Nebraska. 
In  187G  he  was  united  in  marriage  with  Mr.s.  AViu- 
ters,  who  died  in  February,  1888,  and  he  is  now 
spending  his  remaining  days  with  his  eldest  daugh- 
ter. Mrs.  Lucy  M.  Gillmore,  in  Highland  Township, 
having  reached  the  advanced  age  of  seventy-two 
years.  By  his  first  marriage  he  was  the  father  of 
nine  children,  viz:  Marion  M.,  Levi  D.,  Horace  J.. 
Lucy  M..  Otis  R.,  William  W..  Josephine  A.,  Ce- 
lesta A.,  and  Wendle  B.,  deceased. 

Our  subject  was  born  on  the  3d  of  March,  1 834, 
in  Canal  Township,  Venango  Co.,  Pa.,  and  he  spent 
his  early  boyhood  principally  on  his  father's  farm, 
deriving  his  education  from  the  common  schools. 
He  began  to  loarn  the  carpenter's  trade  at  the  age 
of  fifteen,  and  when  he  reached  the  age  of  twenty 
years  his  father  allowed  him  to  use  at  his  own  discre- 
tion the  proceeds  of  his  labor.  He  was  among  the 
large  number  of  young  men  who  thought  there  were 
better  opportunities  for  business  enterprise  '-out 
West."  so  in  1854  he  came  as  far  as  Henrj^  County, 
111.,  and  worked  at  his  vocation  until  185U.  He, 
then  went  to  Sparta,  Monroe  Co.,  Wis.,  and  engaged 
in  the  lumber  business,  making  a  contract  to  furnish 
pine  logs  to  the  Dammon  Mills.  In  tliat  business 
he  continued  for  one  and  a  half  years,  when  the  call 
came  from  Abraham  Lincoln  for  300,000  men. 
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With  a  loyal  heart  our  subject  responded  to  the 
call,  and  in  August,  1861.  he  was  among  the  first 
to  enlist  in  Company  A,  3d  W^iseonsin  Cavalry,  and 
was  mustered  into  service  at  Janesville  after  having 
been  drilled  at  Camp  Barstow.  In  February-,  1  862, 
he  departed  for  St.  Louis,  where  he  entered  the 
Army  of  the  Frontier,  and  with  which  he  partici- 
])ated  in  the  battles  of  Cane  Hill,  Prairie  Grove, 
and  tiie  Price  raid  into  Missouri,  which  called  for'a 
ten  daj's'  fight.  He  vvas  otherwise  extensively  en- 
gaged in  skirmishes,  his  principal  duties  consisting 
of  bushwhacking,  in  which  he  had  his  horse  siiot 
under  him.  Fortunately  he  was  never  taken  pris- 
oner or  wounded,  never  sick  or  in  the  hospital. 
When  his  company  was  organized  he  was  given  tlie 
rank  of  Corporal,  and  in  1862  he  was  promoted  to 
the  rank  of  Sergeant,  but  before  the  close  of  the 
year  he  was  advanced  to  the  rank  of  Orderly  Ser- 
geant, at  Ft.  Scott,  and  served  in  this  capacity 
throughout  the  war.  He  was  mustered  out  at 
Madison,  and  honorably  discharged  in  February, 
186,5,  after  having  taken  his  place  in  the  ranks  as 
one  of  the  bravest  soldiers. 

After  he  was  relieved  from  his  service  in  behalf 
of  the  country,  our  subject  engaged  in  the  freight- 
ing business  on  the  plains,  hauling  goods  and  sup- 
plies for  one  year  from  Ft.  Leavenworth  to  Denver. 
In  the  following  j'ear  he  engaged  very  successfully 
and  extensively  in  the  farming  and  stock  business 
in  Southwestern  Missouri,  and  while  in  that  part  of 
the  State  he  made  the  acquaintance  of  the  lady 
whom  he  afterward  made  his  wife.  He  was  mar- 
ried, on  the  2d  of  December.  1865,  to  Miss  Ellen  H. 
Dodge,  a  daughter  of  Edward  and  Plia'be  (Austin) 
Dodge,  who  were  natives  of  New  Hampshire,  and 
had  l)oth  come  unmarried  to  Missouri  in  1821.  The 
maternal  grandfather,  Daniel  Austin,  was  one  of 
the  original  founders  of  the  Harmonj-  Mission  for 
the  Osage  Indians,  and  the  family  was  prf>minent 
among  the  early  pioneers  of  Missouri. 

Mrs.  Clough  was  born  on.  the  2d  of  July.  1847, 
at  Little  Osage,  Vernon  Co.,  Mo.,  and  after  lur 
marriage  with  our  subject  they  continued  to  reside 
in  that  State  until  1873,  when  the  health  of  .the  Lit- 
ter having  been  impaired  b3-  malaria  he  w.is  ad- 
vised bj-  his  physicians  to  try  a  Northern  climate. 
In  1873,  with    his    wife    and    one  child,  he  came  to 
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Neln-aska  and  took  cut  a  claim  of  eighty  acres  in 
Highland  Township,  it  being  the  Inst  one  in  the 
township.  He  began  to  improve  his  claim,  and  in 
1884  he  gave  his  attention  to  stock-raising,  which 
proved  to  be  lucrative,  and  in  1886  be  sold  his  farm 
and  has  since  been  ranching  extensively. 

Our  subject  and  his  wife  are  the  parents  of  seven 
children,  whose  names  are  Nettie  E.,  Alta  P.,  Mary 
v.,  Florence  (deceased),  Jay  P.,Dessa  A.  and  John 
R. ;  the  latter  died  when  he  was  six  months  old.  In 
1888  Miss  Nettie  E.  was  married  to  William  Leo- 
pold, the  partner  of  our  subject.  Both  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Clough  are  members  of  the  Congi-egational  Church, 
of  Cortland,  in  which  the  former  is  Deacon,  and  the 
family  ranks  as  one  of  the  most  prominent  in  the 
community.  Our  subject  is  a  charter  member  of 
Monitor  Post  No.  84,  G.  A.  R.,  which  was  estab- 
lished in  1883,  and  holds  the  office  of  Surgeon.  He 
has  served  as  a  school  officer  for  a  period  of  four 
years,  and  in  the  Judiciary  Courts  he  has  served  as 
a  member  of  the  Petit  Jury.  He  is  a  very  ardent 
Republican,  and  was  sent  as  a  delegate  to  the 
County  Convention  in  1884.  He  is  a  generous  and 
intelligent  man,  genial  and  hospitable,  and  pays 
strict  attention  to  his  extensive  business,  and  as  a 
splendid  representative  of  the  active  business  men 
of  the  countj'  the  publishers  take  pleasure  in  pre- 
senting his  portrait  in  connection  with  this  brief 
sketch  of  his  life. 


J r)  AMES  PLUCKNETT  is  one  of  the  success- 
I  ful  and  enterprising  stock-raisers  and  far- 
|i  mers  of  Grant  Township,  and  having  come 
^^l  up  to  his  present  position  through  struggles 
and  difficulties,  he  is  the  better  enabled  to  apiireci- 
ate  his  success,  which  is  due  to  his  intelligence,  as- 
siduous labor  and  careful  thrift.  His  specialtjMS  in 
Short-horn  cattle  and  the  higher  grades  of  hogs. 
His  propertj'  is  500  acres  in  extent,  and  contains 
some  most  excellent  pastoral  hind,  and  is  situated 
on  section  30. 

Our  subject  has  to  look  across  the  Atlantic  as  the 
place  of   his  birth,  which   took  i)lace  on  the  31st  of 
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March,  1836,  in  Somersetshire,  England.  The  in- 
terested reader  is  referred  for  further  particulars  to 
the  biography  of  William  Piucknett.  which  will  be 
found  upon  another  page.  The  subject  of  this 
sketch  was  the  sixth  child  of  seven  born  to  his  par- 
ents, and  spent  the  first  twenty  years  of  his  life  in 
their  home.  His  education  was  obtained  in  the 
parish  school  of  his  native  place,  and  there  he  be- 
came the  possessor  of  a  fair  and  practical  English 
education. 

In  the  spring  of  1856  our  subject  started  with 
his  father  for  the  New  World,  and  landed  in  New- 
York  upon  the  3d  of  Maj',  the  same  j'ear.  He 
pushed  on  to  Trumbull  County,  Ohio,  and  six 
months  later  made  his  way  to  Hancock  County,  111., 
where  he  lived  for  about  three  years.  In  1859  he 
went  to  Shelby  County,  Iowa,  and  thence,  in  1861, 
he  came  to  Nebraska,  and  settled  in  this  countj'^ 
near  the  Big  Blue  River,  on  the  10th  of  June,  when 
the  entire  surrounding  country  was  exclusively 
wild  prairie. 

The  first  thing  done  upon  settling  was  the  build- 
ing of  a  home,  in  which  he  followed  a  happy  bach- 
elor life  for  some  time,  but  he  did  not  seem  to  fully 
appreciate  what  some  would  call  his  "  liberty,"  and 
upon  the  29th  of  September,  1869,  he  was  united 
in  marriage  with  Miss  Mary  Summers,  one  of  Indi- 
ana's fairest  and  best  daughters.  This  lady  was 
born  in  Clark  County,  Ind.,  on  the  27th  of  March, 
1847,  to  John  L.  and  Margaret  (Blades)  Summers, 
who  were  natives  of  Kentucky  and  Maryland, 
respectively.  Upon  their  marriage  they  settled  first 
in  Kentuckj'.  but  it  was  not  long  before  they  re- 
moved to  Indiana.  Thence  they  migrated  to  Kan- 
sas, but  owing  to  the  long  drouth  in  1860  returned 
to  Indiana,  and  six  years  later  made  their  way  to 
this  State,  and  have  since  lived  near  DeWitt,  in 
Saline  County,  where  they  own  a  good  farm.  Both 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Summers  are  lifelong  members  of  the 
Baptist'  Church,  and  are  affiliated  with  the  mem- 
bership at  DeWitt. 

The  wife  of  our  subject  was  brought  up  for  the 
most  part  in  Indiana,  and  in  the  public  schools  of 
that  State  received  her  education.  She  made  her 
home  with  her  parents  until  she  left  it  at  her  mar- 
riage. She  is  one  of  a  family  of  nine  children  born 
to   her   i)arents.     Her  union   with  our   subject  has 
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boon  llio  more  firmly  cemented  anil  its  J05's  en- 
lianeed  by  the  biilli  of  ten  eliildien,  two  of  whom 
departed  this  life  in  childhood.  The  names  of  this 
interesting  family  are  recorded  as  follows:  Flora T. 
and  Anna  B..  deceased;  Elizabeth  E.,  Frances  M., 
AugnstaE.,  Clarence  J.,  William  N..  Amy  A.,  Anna 
E.  and  George  M.,  all  of  whom  still  reside  with 
their  parents. 

During  the  late  war  our  subject  was  a  member  of 
the  2d  Nebraska  Cavahy,  under  the  command  of 
Cai)t.  Lalioo  and  Col.  Furnace.  The  company 
enlisted  in  October,  1«62,  and  was  ordered  to  join 
the  Army  of  the  West;  the  chief  engagement  dur- 
ing its  term  of  service  was  that  at  Whitestone  Hills, 
Minn.,  though  quite  a  large  number  of  lesser  en- 
gagements were  entered  into.  Our  subject  escaped 
unlmrt.  although  he  continued  in  the  service  until 
December,  18U3,  when  the  company  was  mustered 
out  at  Nebraska  City,  and  its  members  receiving 
honorable  discharge  returned  to  their  homes.  Their 
term  of  service  was  short,  and  was  entered  into  with 
a  view  of  protecting  the  interests  of  the  settlers  of 
the  frontier,  who  without  some  such  help  would 
have  been  at  the  mercy  of  those  who  only  waite<l 
an  opi)ortunity  for  depredation. 

About  the  lime  our  subject  returned  home,  doffed 
his  military  uniform  and  hung  up  his  sword,  the 
Homestead  Law  was  passed,  and  he,  taking  advan- 
tage of  the  same,  entered  the  first  homestead  under 
tliat  law  in  his  district.  This  property  he  has  added 
to  from  time  to  time  until  he  has  become  the  owner 
of  520  acres,  all  of  which  is  situated  in  Grant  Town- 
ship. He  continues  to  reside  upon  the  original 
homestead,  where  he  has  erected  a  very  pleasant 
and  commodious  dwelling,  besides  a  complete  set  of 
such  buildings  as  are  needed  for  the  purpose  ol  a 
stock  farm  of  such  extent.  His  home  is  situated 
about  a  mile  and  a  quarter  from  DeWitt,  and  is 
built  upon  one  of  the  prettiest  parts  of  the  banks 
of  the  Turkey  River,  as  it  winds  its  w.iy  through 
Ills  farm. 

Like  his  father  our  subject  is  a  thorough  English- 
man in  make-up,  disposition  and  some  National  char- 
acteristics; but  he  is  also  a  true  citizen  of  the 
United  Stales,  and  thoroughly  American  in  his 
thoughts,  sentiments  and  jmlgnient.  He  lias  al- 
w.Tys  been   very  active  in    llie   various   enterprises 


and  projects  that  have  been  for  the  ailvantage  of 
the  county  or  Slate,  and  it  were  hard  to  find  a  more 
respected  and  po|)ular  citizen  than  he  or  a  more 
highly  esteemed  family  than  his. 
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ENUY  C.  BI{n)GES,  whose  excellent  and 
rm  is  situated  upon  sec- 
Tside  Township,  is  a  native 
(^  of  New  York  ;  he  was  born  in  Otsego  County, 
Oct.  2,  1838,  and  went  from  his  native  State  to 
Livingston  County,  HI.,  in  18GG,  where  he  engaged 
in  the  lumber  business,  and  continued  his  residence 
untii  1878,  when  he  came  to  this  county.  While 
residing  in  Odell,  111.,  he  wiis  for  two  years  engaged 
in  the  lumber  trade,  and  made  quite  a  success  of 
the  business.  Upon  coming  to  this  State  he  was 
enabled  to  purchase  at  once  his  present  property, 
which  was  at  that  time  devoid  of  buildings  or  any 
sign  of  cultivation. 

Our  subject  has  been  engaged  the  greater  part  of 
his  life  in  .agriculture,  it  is  not  surprising,  there- 
fore, that  his  property  speedily  took  on  a  very  dif- 
ferent appearance,  and  has  for  several  3'eai's  been 
one  of  the  most  flourishing,  productive  and  fertile 
in  the  township.  The  farm  buildings,  including 
barn,  stabling,  granary  and  others  of  minor  mention, 
are  all  well  constructed,  and  those  intended  for  the 
use  of  the  stock  are  built  having  in  mind  the  need 
of  warmth  during  the  long  and  severely  trying 
winter.  These  buildings  comi>are  most  favorably 
with  those  of  others  in  the  district,  and  Mr.  Bridges 
hiis  spared  neither  tinn-  nor  expense  in  niaking  tlie.xe 
and  bis  house  what  they  should  be.  This  latter  has 
been  adinirabi}'  placed,  well  designed,  substantially 
built,  and  nicelj-  decorated.  It  is  not  far  removed 
from  the  orchard  he  has  set  out.  which  contains 
about  eighty  well-selected  apple  trees,  thirty  plum 
trees,  and  about  twenty  fine  cherry  trees.  Upon  the 
farm,  exclusive  of  the  grove,  are  some  2.(»()0  shade 
trees  of  various  kinds.  These  add  much  to  the 
effectiveness  of  the  pictui-e  presented  by  this  prop- 
erly. 

However  beautiful  the  Ihmiu-  of  our  subjc  ct  niav 
be.  whatever  altractiveiiis>  it  possesses,  either  frcnii 
its  natural    surroundings   or   other   emliellisli'iKiils, 
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these  would  be  as  nothing  compared  with  tlie  pos- 
session of  the  faithful  wife,  by  whom  lie  has  been 
enabled  largely  to  attain  the  success  of  his  life. 
Our  subject  would  be  the  first  to  protest  that,  with- 
out the  inspiring  influence  of  her  companionship, 
the  wisdom  of  her  intuitive  counsels  and  the  cheer- 
ing brightness  of  her  hopes,  the  present  prosperity 
was  doubtful.  The  day  that  united  him  with  this 
most  estimable  lady  was  the  1 8th  of  February,  1869. 
Her  maiden  name  was  Anna  S.  Hotchkiss,  of  Odell, 
111.  There  have  been  born  to  them  three  children, 
viz:  Dexter  A.,  who  was  born  July  4,  1874;  Harry 
B.,  Sept.  16,  1879,  and  Bessie  I.  on  the  6tii  of 
April,  1884. 

During  the  late  war  our  subject  served  in  Com- 
l)any  D,  8th  New  York  Cavalry,  for  three  years  and 
three  months,  enlisting  on  the  ICth  of  September, 
1861,  under  Capt.  Frisby.  of  New  York.  In  the 
second  j-ear  of  service  our  subject  was  promoted 
from  the  rank  of  private  to  that  of  Orderly  Ser- 
geant; later  he  was  promoted  to  a  Lieutenancy. 
He  was  with  his  company  in  the  Armj^  of  the  Poto- 
mac, and  took  part  in  the  battles  of  Fredericksburg, 
the  Wilderness,  Antietam,  Gettysburg,  and  a  large 
number  of  other  battles  and  lesser  fights.  In  manj"- 
of  these  he  was  brought  into  close  contact  with  the 
enemy,  and  can  testify  to  numerous  hairbreadth 
escapes,  and  although  it  was  his  good  fortune  to 
come  out  unwounded,  he  became  almost  used  to 
having  his  clothing  and  hat  ventilated  by  bullet 
holes,  so  much  so  that  after  awhile  the  sensation 
of  novelty  had  passed  awaj',  and  when  an  additional 
ventilation  was  added  it  occasioned  barely  a  re- 
mark. Upon  receiving  his  discharge  from  the  army 
he  returned  to  Illinois,  and  recommenced  work  at 
his  usual  avocation. 

Our  subject  is  the  son  of  Alonzo  and  Fidelia 
Bridges,  natives  of  New  York  State  and  Connecti- 
cut. His  father's  chosen  occupation  in  life  was  that 
of  a  merchant.  He  was  born  in  December,  1797, 
and  died  in  1863,  aged  sixty-six  j-ears.  The  par- 
ents of  our  subject  were  married  at  Hartford,  Conn. 
Our  subject  was  the  fifth  of  their  eight  children, 
six  of  whom  are  now  living.  The  parents  of  the 
wife  of  our  subject  were  natives  of  New  York. 
Their  names  were  Benjamin  F.  and  Delia  (Baldwin) 
Hotchkiss.     Her  father  died  in  Beatrice  in  1870,  at 


the  ripe  age  of  sixty-two,  and  thej'  came  to  Ne- 
braska the  same  time  as  our  subject;  the  mother 
resides  in  Beatrice. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Bridges  are  members  in  good  stand- 
ing of  the  Congregational  Church,  and  are  ver}' 
highly  esteemed  by  the  members  of  that  communion. 
In  his  political  sympathies  and  principles  our  sub- 
ject accords  with  the  Republican  party,  of  which  he 
has  been  a  faithful  member  and  stanch  friend  since 
it  was  within  his  power  to  cast  a  ballot.  At  present 
he  holds  the  ofHce  of  Township  Treasurer,  which  he 
has  continued  to  do  for  two  years.  Both  he  and 
his  wife  are  cordially  appreciated  in  the  commu- 
nity, as  worthy  of  very  high  regard  in  any  and 
every  relation  of  life. 


J'^'OHN  F.  BARKHURST.  Although  one  of 
the  younger  citizens  of  Grant  Township,  our 
subject  is  one  of  the  most  progressive ;  in 
general  intelligence  and  practical  knowledge 
of  his  calling,  there  are  few,  considering  his  age,  who 
surpass  him.  He  is  the  owner  of  160  acres  on  section 
10,  eighty  of  which  are  fully  cultivated.  He  pur- 
chased this  property  in  1882,  but  has  not  lived  upon 
it  all  the  time  since  then.  The  improvements  he 
has  made,  and  the  work  of  an  agricultural  nature 
that  has  been  accomplished,  would  do  much  credit 
to  one  of  longer  life  and  larger  experience. 

Mr.  Barkhurst  is  the  son  of  Joseph  Barkhurst.  a 
native  of  Ohio,  whose  chosen  calling  in  life  was 
that  of  farming.  As  a  young  man  he  was  united 
in  marriage  with  Miss  Eveline  Mossman.  In  1857 
with  his  family  he  removed  to  Nebraska,  and  set- 
tled upon  a  new  farm,  and  as  usual  immediatelj'  be- 
gan to  improve  it.  He  is  now  one  of  the  rich  men 
of  Otoe  County,  where  he  owns  640  acres  of  very 
fine  land.  Their  family  includes  four  sons  and  five 
daughters,  all  of  whom  are  living.  Our  subject  was 
born  in  Wyoming  Precinct,  Otoe  County,  May 
10,  1861,  and  was  there  brought  up.  His  education 
was  given  early  and  full  attention  by  his  parents, 
and  comprised  in  addition  to  the  usual  school  sub- 
jects an  intimate  practical  knowledge  of  agriculture. 
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111  Nel)raska  City,  on  the  Glh  of  March.  1888, 
our  sultjcct  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Bertha 
Reese,  a  lady  of  remarkably  happy  disposition,  of 
good  education  and  innate  refinement,  who  will, 
doubtless,  under  the  merciful  preservation  of  life, 
give  color  and  brightness  to  all  the  coming  years. 
This  lady  was  born  on  the  31st  of  January,  1860, 
while  her  parents  were  residents  of  Lake  County, 
111.  There  she  was  educated  and  brought  up.  Her 
father's  business  relations  were  those  of  a  dairyman 
and  wholesale  shipper  of  milk,  the  greater  part  of 
which  commodity  went  to  Chicago.  Mrs.  Bark- 
hurst  did  not  come  to  Nebraska  until  after  she  was 
of  age. 

Our  subject  and  his  wife  are  clever,  intelligent 
and  active  members  of  society,  moving  in  tiie  best 
circles  thereof,  and  everywhere  assured  of  the  most 
cordial  welcome,  being  well  and  favorably  known 
and  respected,  not  simpl3-  because  of  their  family  re- 
lations, but  also  their  own  sterling  worth.  They  are 
members  in  good  standing  of  the  Lutheran  Church. 
In  matters  of  political  econom3'  and  civic  interests 
Mr.  Barkhurst  is  a  thorough  Republican,  and  it  is 
not  at  all  improbable  that  the  future  history  of 
Gage  Countj'  will  bear  upon  the  roll  of  its  promi- 
nent and  honored  citizens  the  name  of  John  F. 
Barkhurst. 


Ci^^EHEMIAH  E.  BURCJESS,  who  by  reason 
II  jjj  of  his  success  as  a  general  farmer  and  stock- 
!l\/^  raiser,  is  favorably-  known  throughout  the 
county,  is  the  owner  of  a  splendid  farm  comprising 
160  acres  of  super-excellent  lan<l  for  such  purposes, 
partly  owing  to  the  fact  that  its  natural  situation 
and  inter-resources  tend  to  make  it  more  fertile  for 
crops,  and  super-productive  of  grasses,  the  very  op- 
posite of  ligneous,  such  Indeed  as  would  be  fully 
appreciated  by  the  stock,  and  tend  to  increase 
rather  than  depreciate  their  market  value. 

Our  subject  came  to  this  county  and  settled  in 
Grant  Township  in  1867,  and  has  since  continued  a 
resident  thereof.  In  that  journey  he  was  accom- 
panied by  his  father,  and  settled  upon  section  34, 
from  which  he   removed  in  the  year  1877  to  his 


present  home.  He  was  liorii  in  Duver  Township, 
Racine  Co.,  Wis.,  upon  tlio  isth  df  August,  l«jO, 
and  is  the  youngest  son  of  Nehemiah  and  Sophia 
(Woodward)  Burgess,  natives  of  York  .State  and 
Vermont  respectively.  Shortly' after  their  marriage 
at  Kenosha  in  1843,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Burgess,  Sr.,  set- 
tled in  Racine  County,  Wis.,  where  most  of  their 
children  were  born. 

In  1867,  as  above  stated,  the  father  of  our  sub- 
ject, accompanied  by  those  of  his  family  who  re- 
mained at  home,  migrated  to  this  State,  whither  two 
of  his  sous  had  already  come  and  had  made  their 
home.  When  at  the  age  of  fifty -seven  years  Mr. 
Burgess,  Sr.,  was  removed  from  his  family  by  death 
in  1877,  at  his  home  in  this  county,  after  an  atUick 
of  paralysis.  He  had' been  a  hard-working,  indus- 
trious and  frugal  farmer,  an  excellent  and  loyal 
citizen,  a  consistent  member  of  the  Church  of  God, 
and  a  stanch  friend  of  the  Republican  party.  His 
wife  is  yet  living  and  resides  with  hcrchihlren;  the 
weight  of  sixty-seven  years  is  on  her  head  and 
proves  well-nigh  too  much  for  her  strength.  The 
little  while  between  the  parting  of  husband  and  wife 
and  their  eternal  reunion  sometiiues  appears  to  be 
narrowing  to  a  span's  length. 

Until  he  was  twenty-two  j'ears  of  age  our  sub- 
ject remained  with  his  par-iiits,  their  support  and 
consolation.  In  1872,  upon  the  31st  of  March,  he 
was  united  in  marri.age  with  Miss  Rosa  Comstock, 
who  was  born  in  Michigan  on  the  10th  of  June, 
18.J4,  to  Jonas  and  Catherine  (Ruthruflf)  Comstock. 
Her  father  died  when  about  twenty -seven  years  of 
age,  during  the  infancy  of  Mrs.  Burgess.  He  was 
a  native  of  Kew  \  oik,  but  was  for  some  years  a 
resident  of  Branch  County.  Mich.,  where  he  died. 
Her  mother  died  in  Belvidere,  Neb.,  in  the  spring 
of  1880,  aged  fifty  years.  Their  daughter  Rusa 
was  educated  in  the  schools  of  Branch  County, 
where  she  w.is  born,  and  came  to  Nebraska  in  1871. 
To  her  there  have  been  given  three  children,  viz: 
Edmund  M.,  Gertrude  M.  A.  and  Beitiain  (twins), 
the  latter  being  now  deceased. 

Mr.  Burgess  is  a  strict  temperance  man  and  an 
earnest  advocate  for  Prohibition  principles.  It  is 
his  ambition  to  see  these  principles  obtained  and  to 
do  all  in  his  power  to  that  end.  His  political  sym- 
pathies,  senlimeuts   and   cfiforts  arc  entirely   syui- 
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phoiiioiis  ■nith  the  third  party,  although  formerly,  • 
before  he  was  enlightened  to  its  truths,  he  usually 
voted  with  the  Republican  party,  from  which  he  had 
the  moral  courage  to  sever  himself  when  the  brighter 
illumination  of  truth  showed  him  a  better  way.  He 
is  identified  with  the  A.  O.  U.  W.,  and  is  a  highly 
respected  member  of  the  Lodge  at  DeWitl.  He 
is  a  r.  cognized  friend  of  every  enterprise  for  the 
public  good,  and  is  one  of  the  much  valued  citizens 
of  his  township. 


^^^LFRED  R.  MORRIS.  It  were  hard  to  de- 
(@yu|    cide  of  this  vast  country  which  State  were 

|nl  best,  even  if  such  a  thing  were  possible; 
(^  but   it  is   certainly    within  the  bounds  of 

truth  to  say  that  the  State  of  Ohio  is  one  of  the 
grandest  and  best,  and  equally  true  is  it  that  Ham- 
ilton County,  of  that  State,  contains  within  its  bor- 
ders some  of  the  prettiest  and  richest  scenery  in  the 
State.  At  Carthage,  in  that  county,  was  born,  in  the 
year  1811,  Mr.  C.  P.  Morris.  As  a  young  man,  he 
became  the  husband  of  Miss  Achsah  Nicholls,  a  na- 
tive of  the  same  count}'.  Thej'  are  at  present  re- 
siding in  Logan  County,  111.  Thej'  became  the 
parents  of  seven  children.  Among  these  was  our 
subject,  who  was  born  in  Ohio,  Dec.  21,  1852. 

The  boyhood  of  our  subject  was  spent  between 
attendance  at  school  and  helping  his  father,  who 
utilized  his  developing  strength  and  expanding 
mental  powers  in  the  multifarious  exigencies  inci- 
dental to  daily  life  and  labor  upon  the  farm.  He 
continued  to  live  at  home  until  he  was  twenty-two 
years  of  age,  and  then  devoted  four  years  to  learn- 
ing the  blacksmith's  trade,  only  to  continue  it  for 
one  year.  Next  he  spent  two  years  in  the  lumber 
trade,  and  not  without  success.  At  the  close  of 
that  period  he  commenced  farming  on  his  own  ac- 
count, and  has  since  made  it  his  chosen  occupa- 
tion. 

In  1876  Mr.  Morris  was  united  in  raan-iage  with 
Miss  Ada  Earnheart,  at  Conover,  Ohio,  on  the  2d 
of  January.  This  lady  is  the  daughter  of  Henry 
and  Rhoda  (Moiver)  Earnheart,  natives  of  Warren 
County,  Ohio.  There  have  been  born  of  this  union 
two  children,  Nelson   W.  and  Hattie   B.,  to  grace 


and  bless  the  home  of  our  subject,  who  are  at  once 
the  pride,  joy  and  hope  of  their  i)arents. 

After  his  marriage  our  subject  commenced  farm- 
ing in  Miami  County,  Ohio,  and  continued  in  the 
same  with  increasing  prosperity  for  about  three 
years,  and  in  1883  came  to  this  county  and  fol- 
lowed the  same  occu|)ation  upon  Land  then  pur- 
chased, and  since  that  time  has.  by  his  untiring 
industr}'  and  indefatigable  labor,  been  enabled  to 
acquire  considerable  property  and  to  lay  the  foun- 
dation of  a  competency  that  will  remove  the  neces- 
sity of  further  labor  when  such  shall  have  become 
too  heavy  a  burden. 

In  1887  our  subject  was  elected  Supervisor,  and 
the  following  year  Assessor,  the  duties  pertaining 
thereto  being  performed  in  each  instance  in  a  man- 
ner entirely  complimentary  to  Mr.  Morris.  He  is 
quite  active  as  a  member  of  the  Prohibition  party, 
and  is  a  worthy  member  of  the  Masonic  fraternity. 
In  the  Universalist  Church  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Morris 
find  their  religious  home,  and  are  among  its  most 
energetic  and  constant  members. 

The  gratifying  success  that  has  crowned  the 
efforts  of  the  life  of  our  subject  is  the  more  no- 
ticeable and  praiseworthy  because  of  the  few  oppor- 
tunities afforded  him  in  the  earlier  days  of  tliat 
training  and  other  help  that  are  sometimes  con- 
sidered absolutely  in^lispensable  to  start  iu  life 
and  after  success.  In  the  ease  before  us  the  subject 
is  one  of  that  class  of  whom  many  worthy  repre- 
sentatives are  found  in  the  West,  which  are  perhaps 
best  designated  by  the  term  of  self-made. 


OHN  PALMER  was  born  on  the  14th  of 
October,  1842,  in  St.  Joseph  County,  Ind., 
^_^  and  is  a  son  of  Elias  Palmer,  a  native 
^&ll  of  New  York  State,  who  had  moved  to  Fre- 
mont (^ountj\  Iowa,  in  the  year  1847,  when  the 
country  was  but  sparsely  inhabited  with  white  peo- 
ple. They  came  to  Otoe  County,  Neb.,  in  1 854,  and 
settled  among  the  Indians  and  wild  animals.  The 
brother  of  our  subject,  David  Palmer,  settled  on 
Plum  Creek,  Liberty  Township,  in  1854,  being  one 
of  the  first  settlers  of  this  county,  and  after  spend- 
ing a  number  of  years  here,  he  unfortunately  met 
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his  rteatli  by  drowning  in  the  Blue  Rivor,  near 
Barnston,  on  the  26th  of  June,  187G,  while  fishing 
with  a  seine. 

Our  subject  came  with  his  father's  family  to  this 
county  in  1859,  and  settled  on  Plum  Creek  with 
his  brother  David,  where  the  fatlier  died  in  Febru- 
ary, 1866.  In  the  fall  of  1863  our  subject  went 
100  miles  further  west  to  the  Little  Blue  River,and 
built  two  trading  ranches  on  the  overland  stage 
road,  being  in  company  witli  his  brother-in-law, 
Joseph  Eubank,  and  family.  On  the  Tthlof  August, 
in  the  year  following,  they  were  surprised  and  at- 
tacked by  a  band  of  Cheyenne  and  Arrapahoe  In- 
dians, who  killed  JSIr.  Eubank,  bis  father,  four 
brothers  and  one  sister,  and  carried  away  the  wife 
and  two  children  of  William  Eubank,  and  another 
child,  a  nephew  of  Mr.  Eubank. 

While  the  Indians  were  engaged  in  this  terrible 
massacre,  our  subject  was  in  the  field  making  hay 
with  Fred  Eubank,  and  while  the  former  went  to 
the  spring  for  a  drink  of  water,  the  Indians  came 
into  the  field  and  attacked  young  Eubank,  killing 
him  and  taking  his  scalp  for  a  trophy.  On  the  re- 
turn of  our  subject  to  his  work  the  fearful  sight 
met  his  view,  and  subsequently  finding  the  fearful 
condition  into  which  the  family  had  been  plunged, 
he  ran  half  a  mile  to  the  house,  seized  his  sister,  and 
took  her  a  short  distance  to  where  a  train  was  cor- 
ralled, thus  only  being  able  to  save  lier  life.  The 
Indian  villains  returned  in  the  night  and  destroyed 
all  their  property,  our  subject  and  his  sister  being 
the  only  two  who  escaped  from  a  famil}'  of  thirteen 
persons,  seven  of  whom  were  murdered  and  four 
taken  into  captivity. 

Those  members  of  the  family  who  had  been  car- 
ried away  were  terribly  beaten  and  illtreated  by 
the  Indians,  who  afterward  traded  them  to  some 
United  States  troops.  The  troops  being  informed 
of  the  manner  in  which  these  unfortunate  people 
had  fallen  into  the  hands  of  tlieir  persecutors,  and 
hearing  all  of  the  ■  terrible  story  of  the  massacre, 
seized  the  seven  Indians  and  hung  them  without 
trial — a  fitting  punishment  for  their  atrocious  deeds. 
After  the  Indians'  raid  our  subject  was  entirely 
without  property,  having  lost  all  he  owned,  except 
the  clothing  he  had  on  in  the  field.  His  sister  was 
also   reduced   to  pen  my,  and  she  had  to  work  out 


for  two  years  in  order  to  support  herself  and  her 
child.  She  afterward  married  Joseph  Adams,  and 
now  lives  in  Gunnison  City,  Col.,  surrounded  b^-all 
luxuries  that  wealth  can  procure. 

Our  subject  married,  March  27,  1866,  Charlotte 
A.  Cain,  a  daughter  of  Nathaniel  D.  Cain,  of  Lib- 
erty. In  the  fall  of  the  same  year  he  homesteaded 
160  acres  of  land  on  section  22,  Liberty  Township, 
which  he  has  since  made  iiis  home.  He  has  had  a 
family  of  seven  children,  six  of  whom  are  living, 
namel}':  Joseph,  AV'illiam,  Mary  L.,  Sylkerk,  James 
and  Rhoda  N.  Since  he  took  up  160  acres  of  land 
under  the  Homestead  Act,  he  has  added  to  his  pos- 
sessions, having  worked  his  own  way  upward,  a 
step  at  a  time,  and  is  now  the  owner  of  236  acres 
of  good  land,  which  he  devotes  to  the  purposes  of 
farming  and  stock-raising.  Compelled  through 
misfortune  to  make  a  second  start  in  life,  he  has 
done  admirabl}-  well,  and  is  worthy  the  esteem  of 
his  neighbors  for  the  splendid  example  of  self-reli- 
ance and  integrity  which  he  has  given. 


<^I0UN  BARRATT.  The  stock  farm  of  this 
|i  gentleman,  which  is  situated  upon  section  29 
I,  of  Grant  Township,  is  one  most  worthy  of 
(^^'  remark,  our  subject  being  recognized  as  a 
leader  in  his  branch  of  business.  Although  giving 
some  attention  to  grain  farming,  his  specialty  is  in 
raising  Poland-China  hogs,  in  which  he  is  more 
than  usually  successful.  His  farm  includes  200 
acres  of  super-excellent  land  for  his  purpose,  and 
lies  upon  either  side  of  the  Turkey  Creek,  and  his 
entry  is  the  twenty-ninth  upon  the  books  of  the 
township. 

In  October,  1862,  our  subject  entered  the  United 
States  Service  as  a  member  of  the  2d  Nebraska 
Cavalr}',  and  participated  with  the  regiment  in  the 
battle  of  Whitestone  Hill,  but  chiefly  fought  in 
minor  engagements  and  skirmishes  on  the  frontier. 
He  received  an  honorable  discharge  in  December, 
1863,  and  afterward  returned  to  his  home.  He  be- 
came a  member,  when  in  Nebraska,  of  the  Terri- 
torial Militia,  and  was  elected  Orderly  Sergeant  of 
Company  C.  Capt.  White,  of  Pawnee  City,  was 
with  the  militia  for  six   months,  and   through  the 
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suppression  of  the  Oak  Grove  ranch  massacre.  Our 
siiliject  escaped  unhurt  throughout  the  whole  of  his 
military  career.  Once  more  returned  to  his  home, 
he  devoted  himself  to  his  farm.  Although  not  an 
extensively  wealthy  man,  he  has  acquired  consider- 
able property,  whereas  when  he  began  life  in  tliis 
State  he  had   little  over  $1  to  his  name. 

John  Barratt,  8r.,  the  father  of  our  subject,  was 
an  English  farmer  and  blacksmith,  of  Somersetshire, 
where  he  lived  and  died.  He  had  married  an  En- 
glish lady,  also  born  in  his  native  shire,  whose 
maiden  name  was  Uriscilla  Barratt,  and  who  is  yet 
living  in  the  same  county-,  and  has  reached  the  ad- 
vanced age  of  eighty-one  years.  The  parents  of 
our  subject  were  both  members  of  the  Church  of 
England,  and  brought  up  their  children  in  accord- 
ance with  the  same  tenets.  Our  subject  is  the 
younger  of  two  sons  born  to  his  parents,  this  event 
occurring  on  the  5th  of  December,  1837;  his  brother 
William  is  a  farmer  in  Somersetshire.  John,  our 
subject,  was  brought  up  in  the  old  English  home, 
received  his  education  in  the  parish  school,  and 
then  worked  upon  the  home  farm  until  he  was  in 
his  nineteenth  year;  then,  in  1856,  he  emigrated 
and  settled  in  Ohio,  then  in  AYisconsin,  and  came 
to  Gage  County,  Neb.,  in  1858.  He  became  ac- 
quainted with  his  wife  in  Saline  Count}',  and  was 
there  united  with  her  in  marriage  on  the  17th  of 
March,  1867.  The  maiden  of  his  choice  was  Ann 
Wheeler,  who  was  born  in  London,  England,  on  the 
1st  of  November,  1840,  and  is  the  daughter  of 
Charles  and  Anna  (Pierce)  Wheeler.  Her  father, 
who  is  by  occupation  a  tailor,  resides  in  Wiltshire, 
England,  and  has  reached  the  advanced  age  of 
seventy-eight  years.  Her  mother  departed  this  life 
in  that  county  in  1888,  being  seventy-one  years  of 
age. 

Mrs.  Barratt  was  the  eldest  of  six  children,  of 
whom  three  were  sons.  One  son  is  deceased ;  two 
of  the  daughters  are  residents  of  Wiltshire,  the  re- 
maining three  of  Nebraska.  She  came  to  the  United 
States  in  the  company  of  an  uncle  and  aunt,  with 
whom  she  made  her  home  in  this  State.  She  has 
become  the  mother  of  six  children,  of  whom  five 
are  living,  and  busily  engaged  in  the  common 
school  |>rocuring  an  education  which  may  serve  as 
a  basis  of  operations  though  life.     Their  names  are 


as    follows:    William,    Ella,    Robert,    George   and 
Harry.     Nellie  is  deceased. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Barratt  continue  to  attend  the 
Episcopal  Church,  and  are  instructing  their  chil- 
dren in  that  faith.  As  a  family,  thej'  are  most 
higlily  esteemed,  and  are  counted  among  the  elite 
of  local  society.  Our  subject  has  for  a  long  time 
been  a  very  active  worker  in  connection  with  the 
schools,  and  is  one  of  the  old  officers  of  the  dis- 
trict. He  has  always  been  a  strong  member  of  the 
Republican  parly,  and  one  of  its  firm  friends  and 
adherents. 


ME 


ELSON  ADAMS.  The  chance  traveler  who 
have  found  his  way  in  the  spring  of 
by  some  chance  of  trapping,  hunting 
or  exploration,  beyond  the  confines  of  settlement, 
and  in  what  is  to-day  known  as  the  Nemaha  Valley, 
would  have  seen  in  that  part  included  in  Adams 
Township,  something  that  looked  like  the  beginning 
of  a  house,  but  knowing  that  no  settlers  were  in  the 
neighborhood,  would  be  at  a  loss  to  understand  the 
meaning  thereof,  until  they  chanced  to  notice, 
stretched  between  two  of  the  saplings,  a  tablet  of 
bark,  upon  which  was  inscribed,  "John  O.  Adams 
claims  this  tract  of  land  this  30lh  day  of  March, 
1857."  John  O.  Adams,  the  first  settler  in  Adams 
Township,  was  the  father  of  our  subject,  and  this  was 
the  first  claim  made,  the  first  house  erected,  the 
first  farm  laid  out,  its  acres  the  first  broken  in  the 
township,  and  for  quite  a  large  distance  around. 

Our  subject  is  the  son  of  the  above  veteran  pio- 
neer, whose  farm  w.as  situated  upon  section  26,  and 
claimed  as  noted  above.  He  was  born  in  New  Jer- 
sey. His  mothei,  whose  maiden  name  was  Letitia 
Harris,  was  a  native  of  Kentucky.  The  parents 
of  our  subject  were  married  in  Dubois  County, 
Ind.,  and  settled  upon  a  farm  in  the  district.  He 
was  quite  prosperous  in  his  chosen  calling,  and 
found  opportunity  to  see  well  started  in  life,  and 
help  them  in  the  same,  his  eight  children,  who  are 
pursuing  honorable  and  more  or  less  prominent  ca- 
reers. The  family  started  from  the  old  Indiana  home 
on  the  5th  of  September,  1856,  for  the  Great  AVest, 
then  in  a  ver}'  wild  condition.  Their  household 
goods  were  all  securely   packed  in   two  two-yoked 


I^^K 


•>^lh-<- 


Hh-^ 


GAGE  COUNTY, 


20a    ',  ' 


•► 


wagons,  and  thus  they  journeyed  westward,  uncer- 
tain whether  to  make  their  home  in  Kansas,  Ne- 
braska or  elsewhere.  The3%  however,  proceeded  to 
Atchison  County.  Mo.,  wliere  lived  a  brother  of 
Mr.  Adams.  Here  they  secured  that  rest  and  re- 
cuperation that  were  r*;quired  for  themselves  and 
their  cattle  after  tlieir  journey. 

The  family  arrived  upon  the  20th  of  October  at 
Mr.  D.  L.  Adams',  and  leaving  his  family  there  the 
father  of  our  subject  early  in  the  spring  started  out 
to  prospect  in  Kansas  and  Nebraska.  Owing  to  the 
trouble  of  the  two  States  he  did  not  stay  long  in 
Kansas,  feeling  satisfied  it  was  not  the  place  to  set- 
tle at  that  time.  He  therefore  journeyed  North;  he 
crossed  the  Missouri  River  at  Brownville,  and  then 
followed  the  Great  Nemaha  River  to  its  source,  and 
was  fascinated  Uy  the  appearance  of  the  land  and 
satisfied  that  it  was  the  place  for  him  to  make  his 
home.  He  tlierefore  took  the  course  above  men- 
tioned in  order  to  secure  tlie  claim.  After  having 
thus  set  his  mark  upon  it  he  started  back  with  all 
dispatch  to  his  family,  and  as  soon  as  the  grass  had 
grown  sufficiently  to  feed  their  oxen  on  the  road 
the  family  started  again,  and  did  not  stop  until  they 
reached  their  claim;  then  they  erected  their  house 
with  all  speed,  living  in  the  wagons  until  they  were 
prepared  to  take  up  their  quarters  in  the  more  sub- 
stantial building,  which  was  made  of  rough-hewn 
logs  with  a  finishing  of  mortar  for  the  chinks. 

About  the  17th  of  May,  the  same  month  in  which 
the  famil}'  occupied  their  house  as  above  noted, 
our  subject  began  to  break  upon  his  farm,  which  he 
bad  pre-empted.  This  was  the  first  claim  under 
tliat  law,  and  included  ICO  acres.  In  after  years 
this  was  added  to  until  he  was  the  owner  of  700 
acres.  Mr.  J.  O.  Adams,  after  a  very  happy  and 
prosperous  career,  departed  this  life  on  the  24th  of 
December,  1887,  at  the  very  advanced  age  of  eighty 
years.  His  wife,  who  died  ou  the  21st  of  Novem- 
ber, 1867,  was  at  that  time  fifty-five  years  of  age. 
Their  family  numbered  seven  children,  whose  names 
are  as  follows:  Nelson,  Nancy,  Isaac.  John  Q., 
Leander,  Naomi  and  Myarra.  They  have  grown 
up  and  entered  into  honorable  and  remunerative 
spheres  in  life. 

Our  subject  was  born  on  the  24th  of  February, 
1841,  at  the  home  in  Dubois  County,  Ind.,  about 


two  miles  from  Jasper.  He  was  brouglit  up  on  his 
father's  farm  and  began  to  work  at  an  early  age,  be- 
ing occupied  in  such  employments  as  grul)biug, 
clearing,  chopping,  etc.  Educational  facilities  were 
conspicuous  either  by  tlieir  entire  absence  or  marked 
ineflicienc}',  and  had  he  trusted  to  these  alone  he 
would  not  have  the  mental  development  he  possesses 
to-day;  but  his  own  and)ition  led  him,  in  spite  of 
every  opposing  element,  to  gather  for  himself  a 
good  practical  and  fairly  complete  English  educa- 
tion. He  was  about  sixteen  years  of  iige  when  the 
above-mentioned  migration  to  Nebraska  took  place ; 
then,  as  he  says,  he  was  promoted  to  be  '"general 
aid-de-camp  and  boy  of  all  work."  In  this  he  con- 
tinued, gradually  working  up  until  practically 
the  man.agementof  the  farm  was  in  his  hands.  He 
remained  at  home  until  he  enlisted  in  September, 
18G4,  in  Company  C,  of  the  2.1  Nebraska  Regiment, 
for  a  term  of  four  months,  or  during  the  war.  He 
was  sent  to  Ft.  Kearnej\  thence  to  Blue  Station, 
where  they  wintered.  In  January,  1805,  the  entire 
company  received  honorable  discharge,  and  he  re- 
turned home  and  remained  there  until  iiis  marriage 
the  following  year. 

The  lady  then  chosen  by  our  suljjecl  was  Miss 
Lurana  Iloskins.  The  young  couple  settled  upon 
their  own  farm,  but  were  destined  to  enjoy  their 
companionship  for  but  a  short  season.  Four  months 
and  eight  d.-iys  after  marriage  our  subject  was  a 
widower,  his  wife  dying  at  the  age  of  eighteen  years. 
This  blow  seemed  to  strike  at  the  very  source  of 
his  being,  and  in  a  moment  overthrew  the  plans, 
desires  and  hopes  of  a  life.  In  April,  the  same  year, 
in  order  to  recover  somewhat  the  eflfects  of  this  be- 
reavement, he  made  an  overland  trip  to  Colorado, 
traveling  West  500  miles  from  Nebraska  City,  and 
thence  to  Denver.  He  did  not  make  his  journey 
very  lengthy,  but  was  much  benefited  by  the 
change,  and  returning  home  again  set  to  work. 

In  18G8our  subject  entered  into  a  second  alliance, 
the  name  of  the  lad}'  being  Miss  L3-dia  J.  Wilson. 
Her  parents  were  natives  of  Crab  Orchard.  The 
wife  of  our  subject  was  born  in  Putnam  Count}', 
Ind.,  in  the  year  1840.  .She  w.as  about  twenty-five 
years  of  age  when  she  came  to  Nebraska,  where  she 
met  our  subject,  with  the  foregoing  result.  She 
has  presented  our  subject  with  two  children  ;   only 
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one,  however,  survives.  Tlieir  names  were  Nancy 
E.  and  Letitia  O.  Nauc}-  is  happily  married  to 
Mr.  C.  B.  Asiicraft.  a  farmer  of  Adams  Townsiiip; 
Letitia  died  at  the  age  of  ten  moiillis,  in  the  year 
187-2. 

In  1870  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Adams  went  on  a  trip  to 
Kansas  and  decided  to  locate  in  Wyandotte  County, 
remained  about  one  year  and  tiien  returned,  but 
still  own  about  eight}-  acres  of  land.  Our  subject 
has  the  honor  of  being  the  oldest  living  pioneer  of 
the  Nemaha  Valley,  and  has  watched  its  develop- 
ment and  growth  with  much  pride  and  satisfaction- 
He  states  since  the  country  has  been  settled  up  and 
so  many  thousands  of  forest,  sliade  and  fruit  trees 
have  been  set  out  and  have  flourished,  that  the  cli- 
mate has  changed  and  become  more  pleasant  in 
every  way ;  that  tiie  rainfall  has  increased,  both  in 
amount  and  frequency,  and  this,  coupled  with  the 
cultivation,  lias  very  much  increased  the  productive 
value  of  the  soil.  His  own  farm  is  an  illustration 
of  the  amount  of  labor  and  monej'  that  may  be  put 
into  a  farm.  As  already  stated  in  substance  he  has 
brought  his  property  from  the  original  condition 
of  the  prairie;  the  improvements  thereon  include  a 
good  dwelling-house,  well  situated,  commodious  in 
its  arrangement,  and  pleasant  in  its  surroundings 
of  wide-spreading  shade  trees,  that  offer  in  hottest 
summer  a  cooling  retreat,  orchards  that  in  their 
season  extend  ripe  and  luscious  fruity  invitations; 
barns,  stable,  granary  and  all  the  necessary  out-build- 
ings for  such  a  farm. 

The  religious  home  of  our  subject  and  wife  is  in 
the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  and  Mr.  Adams  is 
one  of  the  charter  members  of  the  church  at  Adams, 
and  also  Trustee.  They  are  considered  b}^  those 
acquainted  with  them  as  among  the  most  honora- 
ble and  worthy  in  the  communion.  Our  subject 
has  for  eight  years  served  as  School  Director, 
Treasurer  of  his  district  for  two  years,  and  has  also 
been  called  upon  to  serve  on  the  Grand  Jury.  His 
political  sentiments  have  alwa3's  been  decidedlj'^ 
and  strongly  Republican,  and  although  by  no  means 
an  offensive  partisan,  he  is  certainly  a  stout  defender 
of  his  opinions,  and  active  in  the  dissemination  of 
what  he  believes  to  be  right  political  principles  and 
true  political  economy.  He  is  a  man  of  character, 
intelligence  and  mental  power,  and  has  learned  how 


to  utilize  the  same  honestly,  yet  fearlessly.  In  all 
business  transactions  his  integrity  is  beyond  ques- 
tion, and  in  every  circle  and  relationship  of  life  he 
and  his  most  estimable  lady  are  accorded  the  sin- 
cerest  respect  and  highest  esteem.  As  an  instance 
and  case  in  point  we  would  refer  to  one  expression 
of  this,  viz:  that  the  township  and  city  have  both 
been  named  after  the  familj'. 
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E.  MUDGE  isa  well-known  young  farmer 
and  stock  raiser  who  is  residing  on  section 
4,  E;im  Township.  His  grandfather,  Ed- 
ward, and  his  grandmother,  Katherine  (Woolhy) 
Mudge,  were  natives  of  Kent,  England.  The  father 
of  our  subject  is  also  a  native  of  England,  anil  of 
him  and  his  wife  there  will  be  further  mention 
made  in  this  Album.  AVhen  the  parents  decided 
to  come  to  America  they  took  passage  on  the  sail- 
ing-ship '-Webster"  on  the  23d  of  March,  1855, 
and  our  subject  was  born  on  the  23d  of  April  on 
board  the  ship. 

Our  subject  remained  with  his  father  until  he 
reached  the  age  of  twenty-one  years,  after  which 
engaging  in  mining  pursuits,  for  three  years  he 
traveled  estensivelj'  throughout  Colorado,  Utah, 
Arizona  and  New  Mexico.  In  the  year  1879  he 
came  back  to  Nebraska  and  bought  his  present  farm 
in  Elm  Township,  which  he  has  very  much  im- 
proved, and  on  which  he  has  set  out  200  fruit  trees. 

On  the  4th  of  July,  1881,  Mr.  Mudge  was  united  in 
marriage  with  Miss  Elizabeth  Mathias,  at  Fairbury, 
Jefferson  Co.,  Neb.  The  father  of  Mrs.  Mudge  is 
William  H.  Mathias.  a  native  of  Westmoreland 
County,  Pa.,  and  the  mother  is  Caroline  (Kennedy) 
Mathias,  born  in  Somerset  County,  Pa.;  they  were 
married  in  Woodford  County,  III.,  where  the  father 
was  engaged  in  farming.  In  1 872  the  family  moved 
to  Jefferson  Count}',  Neb.,  there  being  five  children 
in  the  family — John  W..  Elizabeth  B.,  Henr}-,  Jr., 
Benjamin  F.  and  Mary  F. 

The  wife  of  our  subject  was  born  on  the  9th  of 
March,  1856,  in  Woodford  County,  III.,  and  having 
received  a  very  good  education  she  was  engaged 
for  several  months  in  teaching  school.  She  is  the 
mother  of  two  children — William  liny  and  Muriel 
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Joy.  For  ten  yenrs  our  subject  has  been  an  honor- 
alile  member  of  the  .School  Board,  anrl  is  at  ])resent 
fillin<>;  the  office  of  Moderator.  From  the  f.ict  of 
his  birlli  having  occurred  in  so  romantic  a  place  we 
infer  that  he  is  still  loyal  to  his  father's  native 
country,  but  at  the  same  time  he  has  warmly  es- 
poused the  cause  of  the  country  in  which  he  lives, 
and  has  taken  an  active  interest  in  the  political 
■iflfairs  which  govern  it,  being  a  member  of  the  Re- 
publican party. 

I";SAAC  R.  CLAYTON  is  a  native  of  Peoria 
!  County,  111.,  the  date  of  his  birth  being  the  10th 
_l  of  August,  1844.  He  passed  his  younger  days 
and  grew  up  to  the  years  of  manhood  in  his  native 
county  on  a  farm,  and  loving  the  life  so  free  from 
the  cares  and  anxieties  of  a  city  business,  he  has 
continued  to  follow  the  pursuits  of  agriculture, 
except  for  one  year  in  which  he  followed  the  fortune 
of  a  sohlier's  life  during  the  war.  His  educational 
.advantages  being  much  limited,  Ihe  schools  being 
few  and  far  between,  and  he  busily  engaged  in  labor 
at  home,  he  was  enabled  to  attend  school  no  longer 
than  perhaps  six  weeks  in  a  year,  yet  he  has  so 
profited  by  the  instruction  which  he  received  and 
his  experience  with  the  outer  world,  that  he  is 
amply  qualified  to  attend  to  all  the  business  neces- 
sary in  connection  with  the  carrying  on  of  his 
occupation.  On  the  14th  of  February,  1865,  he 
volunteered  in  Company  A,  151st  Illinois  Infantry, 
with  which  he  served  for  one  year,  and  was  mus- 
tered out  in  Februarj'  of  1866. 

On  the  10th  of  October,  186G,  our  subject  was 
married  to  Miss  Emma  Littell,  and  to  them  a  fam- 
il}'^  of  nine  children  has  been  given,  and  whom 
we  shall  separately  mention  as  follows:  Addie,  who 
was  born  on  the  .30th  of  July,  1807,  was  married, 
on  the  15th  of  October,  1885,  to  William  I.  Reed. 
Mr.  Reed  lives  on  section  26,  on  a  farm  .adjoining 
the  farm  of  his  wife's  parents;  they  have  one  child, 
named  Ollie.  Albert  L.  w.as  born  on  the  20th  of 
August,  1869;  Hattie  A.,  on  the  Uth  of  August, 
1871;  Freeman  E.,  on  the  .30th  of  May,  1874; 
Phebe  O.,  on  the  18th  of  October,  1876;  Charles 
"W.,  on  the  2Lst  of  September,  1879;  Ella  M.,  who 


was  born  on  the  2Gtli  of  November,  1880,  was 
called  from  this  world  on  the  12th  of  March,  1883; 
Josie  B.,  whose  birth  occurred  on  the  12th  of  June, 
1884,  died  on  the  1 9th  of  July,  1885;  Oliver  Dean 
was  born  on  the  17th  of  August,  1887. 

Mr.  Clayton  has  a  good  and  well-improved  farm 
on  section  26,  township  2,  range  6,  in  Sicily  Town- 
ship, on  which  farm  he  resides.  He  came  to  his 
present  place  on  the  16th  of  March,  1883,  having 
stopped  for  one  year  after  leaving  Illinois  in  Noda- 
way County,  Mo.  His  parents,  Ezekiel  anil  PlKKbe 
(Randolph)  Claj'ton,  were  natives  of  New  Jersey. 
The  father  died  at  Canton,  III.,  on  the  7th  of  May, 
1879,  at  the  age  of  sixtj--four  years.  Tiic  mother 
still  lives  in  Canton,  III.,  to  wiiich  place  she  and  her 
husband  came  in  the  year  1868,  having  come  to 
Peoria  County  in  1839.  m.aking  the  journej'  with  a 
team  from  New  York. 

Mrs.  Clayton,  the  wife  of  our  subject,  was  born 
in  New  York  City  on  the  28th  of  November,  1845, 
her  parents  being  Isaac  F.  and  Addie  Gibson.  Her 
father  was  a  native  of  New  Jersey  and  her  mother 
of  New  York,  but  they  h.ad  for  some  time  been 
living  in  Illinois.  The  father  died  at  Hooi)eston, 
Vermilion  Co.,  III.,  on  the  2d  of  December,  1887, 
at  the  age  of  seventy -seven  years;  the  mother  is 
still  living  in  Illinois  in  her  eight^'-second  year. 

Our  subject  was  married  in  the  city  of  Peoria  by 
the  Rev.  A.  H.  Stowell.  Both  he  and  his  wife  are 
members  of  the  Baptist  Church,  of  W^-more.  He 
votes  the  straight  Republican  ticket,  and  is  inter- 
ested in  the  political  movements  of  the  day,  as  well 
as  in  the  educational  and  general  welfare  of  the 
community  of  wiiicli  he  is  an  esteemed  member. 

-^+i-S=<S=>i-M^ ''- — 


JACOB  GEIIMAN,  an  extensive  farmer  and 
stock-raiser  of  Hanover  Township,  ojierates 
480  acres  of  land  on  section  3;  it  is  known 
as  the  Sculley  land.  His  career  has  been 
marked  with  ordinary  success,  and  he  possesses 
those  traits  of  character  which  liave  made  him  a 
man  useful  in  his  community,  and  a  leader  in  those 
enterprises  tending  to  its  advancement  socially'  as 
well  as  financially.  He  is  the  father  of  a  fine  fam- 
ily- of  children,  whom  he  has  educated  and  fitted  for 
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houoiable  stations  in  life,  and  is  in  the  enjoyment 
of  one  of  tlie  pleasantest  and  most  attractive  homes 
in  tliis  region. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  born  in  Bucks 
County,  Pa.,  May  5,  1827,  and  is  the  son  of  Abra- 
ham and  Mary  (Finck)  Gehman,  the  former  of  whom 
was  a  farmer  bj'  occupation,  and  died  at  the  ripe 
Old  age  of  seventy-six  j'ears,  in  his  native  State. 
The  mother  passed  away  in  !8G4,  aged  seventy- 
three.  Their  family  consisted  of  four  sons  and 
three  daughters,  five  of  whom  lived  to  mature 
years.  Those  surviving  are  residents  of  Brooks 
County,  Pa. 

Jacob  Gehman  was  reared  to  manhood  in  liis  na- 
tive State,  and  although  receiving  but  limited  edu- 
cational advantiiges,  trained  himself  by  a  course  of 
reading  and  study  for  the  duties  of  a  teacher,  which 
profession  he  followed  for  a  period  of  four  years 
in  Buclis  County,  beginning  at  the  age  of  twenty. 
He  had  likewise  become  thoroughly  familiar  with 
farm  pursuits,  and  at  the  age  of  twenty-two  was 
prepared  to  establish  a  home  of  his  own.  On  Oct. 
2,  1S49,  he  was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Bar- 
bara Angeney,  a  native  of  his  own  count}-,  and 
born  Aug.  29,  1831. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Gehman  after  their  marriage  set- 
tled on  the  farm  belonging  to  the  father  of  our 
subject,  where  they  lived  and  labored  until  1861. 
In  the  meantime  they  became  the  parents  of  six 
children,  and  in  the  spring  of  that  j'ear  Mr.  G.,  re- 
solving upon  a  ch.ange  of  location,  disposed  of  his 
interests  in  thn  Keystone  State  and  removed  with 
his  little  family  to  Northern  Iowa,  where  in  due 
time  he  became  an  extensive  land-owner.  From 
Fayette  County,  Iowa,  he  removed  to  Mahaska 
County,  that  State,  thence  to  Jefferson,  and  later 
to  Jefferson  County,  residing  in  the  latter  until 
1882.  In  the  spring  of  that  year  he  took  up  his 
residence  in  Atchison  County,  Mo.,  and  from 
there  came  to  Nebraska  in  1887.  He  was  at  once 
recognized  as  a  valuable  addition  to  the  commu- 
nity of  Hanover  Township,  where  he  is  numbered 
among  its  most  highly  esteemed  citizens.  Wide- 
awake, liberal  and  public-spirited,  he  is  ever  ready 
to  aid  in  those  enterprises  set  on  foot  for  the  best 
good  of  the  people. 

The  household  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Gehman  was 
-4« 


completed  b}'  the  birth  of  twelve  children,  namely: 
Abraham;  Jacob  and  Elizabeth,  who  died  when 
eight  and  six  years  old ;  Meno,  Fannj%  Rachel,  Sam- 
uel, Sally,  Leah,  Emma,  Benjamin  and  Mary.  Fanny 
became  the  wife  of  Samuel  Horning,  a  well-to-do 
farmer  of  Hanover  Township,  and  is  the  mother  of 
five  children — Benjamin,  Lee,  Eddy,  Jennie  and 
Alice;  Mrs.  Henry  Smith  is  a  resident  of  Atchison 
Count}',  Mo.,  and  the  mother  of  one  child,  a  son, 
Ottia;  Abraham  is  a  professor  of  music  at  Fremont, 
Iowa;  Meno  and  Samuel  are  operating  a  cattle 
ranch  in  Wyoming  Territory;  Sally  married  Will- 
iam Geber,  a  resident  of  Atchison  County,  Mo., 
and  is  the  mother  of  three  children;  Leah  is  in  Nor- 
thumberland County,  Pa.;  Emma,  also  a  teacher,  is 
at  present  with  her  |)arents,  as  are  also  Benjamin 
and  RLar}'. 

In  the  operations  of  his  farm  Mr.  Gehman  gives 
emi)loymeut  to  two  men,  and  two  teams  are  almost 
constantly  required  for  the  transaction  of  his  busi- 
ness. Politically,  he  votes  the  straight  Republican 
ticket,  and  with  his  excellent  wife,  is  a  devoted 
member  of  the  Menuonite  Church.  The  famil}'  is 
one  of  the  most  prominent  in  the  county,  where 
their  intelligence  and  worth  are  estimated  at  their 
true  value. 


\|'  OMER  J.  MERRICK.  We  seldom  visit  a 
l|^Vi  section  of  county  without  encountering  those 
,/^^^  closely  allied  to  persons  prominent  in  his- 
^gj  tory,  poetry,  politics  or  law.  The  subject 
of  this  sketch  is  one  of  those  springing  from  hon- 
ored antecedents,  tracing  his  origin  from  the  same 
source  which  gave  to  the  world  such  persons  as  John 
G.  Whittier,  R.  W.  Emerson,  and  Frances  Meriam 
Whitcher,  the  author  of  the  "Widow  Bedott  Papers.'' 
Austin  and  Sylvia  (Whitcher)  Merrick,  the  par- 
ents of  our  subject,  were  natives  respectively  of 
Connecticut  and  Vermont.  Grandfather  Merrick 
was  accidentally  killed  on  the  Erie  Canal,  while 
making  his  way  to  Western  Pennsylvania.  The 
Merricks  were  of  English  origin,  and  the  first  rep- 
resentative of  the  family  in  this  country  came  over 
with  the  Pilgrim  Fathers  in  the  "Mcayflower."'  The 
maternal  grandparents  of  our  subject,  Stephen  and 
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Esther  M.  (Emerson)  Whitcher,  were  uncle  and  aunt 
to  the  poet,  John  G.  Whittier.  Grandmother 
Whitcl'.er  was  also  closely  related  to  that  other 
American  poet,  Ralph  Waldo  Emerson.  Frances 
Meriam  Whitcher,  ahove  spoken  of,  was  own  sister 
to  the  mother  of  onr  subject. 

Austin  Merrick,  after  his  marriage,  located  in 
Pleasantville,  Pa.,  where  he  carried  on  merchandis- 
ing and  farming  the  remainder  of  his  life.  He  ac- 
cumulated a  good  propert}',  and  departed  hence  in 
1875,  at  the  age  of  sevent3--four  years.  The  mother 
of  our  snbject  was  his  second  wife;  of  the  Orst 
there  had  been  born  one  child  :  of  the  second  mar- 
riage there  were  seven  children,  namely;  Ellen, 
Austin  W.,  Anna  M.,  Francis  S..  Adeline  A.,  Ho- 
mer J.  and  Julia.  Mrs.  Sylvia  Merrick  died  in 
July,  1849,  at  the  age  of  forty  years.  Mr.  Mer- 
rick was  married  the  third  time,  and  there  was  born 
one  child,  a  sou  Herman,  who  is  now  in  Kansas  City, 
Mo. 

The  subject  of  this  biography  was  born  Nov.  18, 
1846,  in  Pleasantville,  Pa.,  and  attended  school 
from  the  age  of  seven  years  until  he  was  fourteen. 
Afterward  he  only  attended  in  the  winter  season. 
After  the  outbreak  of  the  late  Civil  War,  when  but 
a  youth  of  seventeen,  he  determined  to  assist  in  the 
preservation  of  the  Union,  and  accordingly  enlisted 
in  Company  B,  1 1 1th  Pennsylvania  Infantry,  in  Feb- 
ruary, 1864,  for  three  years,  or  during  the  war.  His 
regiment  was  detailed  to  Bridgeport,  Ala.,  where 
they  arrived  in  time  to  join  the  Atlanta  campaign, 
and  participated  in  the  battles  of  Resaea,  Dallas, 
Kennesaw  Mountain,  Peachtree  Creek,  the  siege  of 
Atlanta,  and  wound  up  by  going  with  Sherman  on 
the  march  to  the  sea.  Subsequentl}'  they  went  up 
through  the  Carolinas,  and  were  present  at  the  last 
grand  review  in  Washington. 

Mr.  Merrick  was  mustered  out  of  service  at  Pitts- 
burgh, Pa.,  and  after  returning  home  became  a  stu- 
dent of  the  State  Normal  Scliool  at  Edinboro, 
where  he  attended  one  year.  Thence  he  went  to 
Cleveland,  Ohio,  entering  there  upon  a  course  of 
studj'  in  Bryant's  Business  College.  This  com- 
pleted he  returned  to  his  native  State,  and  engaged 
as  clerk  in  a  store  of  general  merchandise  at  Pleas- 
antville, where  he  continued  until  setting  out  for 
Nebraska  in   August,   18G9.     F"roni  Nebraska  City 


he  made  his  way  to  Vesta  by  stage,  and  from  there 
on  foot  to  Adams  Township,  this  county.  He 
homesteaded  160  acres  on  the  banks  of  the  Nemaha, 
fashioned  a  dug-out  for  his  first  habitation,  anil 
thus  began  in  earnest  and  alone  the  life  of  the  pio- 
neer. Some  years  later,  at  the  time  of  the  construc- 
tion of  the  Atchison  &  Nebraska  Railroad,  this 
dugout  being  overgrown  with  brush  and  weeds,  a  Mr. 
Wyatt,  the  chief  engineer,  fell  down  the  chimney 
of  this  primitive  dwelling,  much  to  the  merriment 
of  the  rest  of  his  party. 

The  year  after  his  arrival  in  this  section,  young 
Merrick,  having  made  some  headway  toward  the 
establishment  of  a  home,  completed  his  arrangements 
by  bringing  to  his  hunilile  dwelling  a  young  wife, 
having  been  married,  Dec.  21.  1870,  to  Miss  Lucy 
A.,  daughter  of  John  Lyons,  a  well-known  ami 
highly  respected  resident  of  tliis  county,  and  whose 
biography  appears  elsewhere  in  this  volume,  Mrs. 
Merrick  was  the  younger  of  the  two  children  born 
to  her  parents.  Her  mother  was  in  her  girlhood 
Miss  Almira  Shaw.  Mrs.  M.  was  born  in  March, 
1853,  in  Kenosha,  Wis.,  .and  was  a  little  girl  four 
years  of  age  when  her  parents  came  to  Ncbr.aska. 
and  settled  in  the  Nemaha  Vallej',  where  they  were 
among  the  earliest  pioneers. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Merrick  throve  and  prospered,  and 
by  their  united  industry  soon  began  to  realize  many 
comforts  in  the  pioneer  home,  while  their  land  un- 
derwent the  process  of  careful  cultivation,  and  de- 
veloped an  admirable  and  generous  fertility.  Their 
union  was  also  blessed  by  the  birth  of  four  bright 
children.  The  eldest,  however,  a  son,  Frank,  died 
at  the  ago  of  ten  years;  those  surviving  are  Julia 
and  Ethel  A.  John  is  deceased.  The  homestead 
now  embraces  400  acres  of  land,  upon  which  in 
1H77  there  was  reared  a  handsome  and  commodi(His 
dwelling,  and  a  good  barn,  corn  cribs,  sheds,  and 
all  the  other  essentials  of  the  country  estate  have 
been  added  by  degrees,  .as  the  means  and  necessi- 
ties of  the  proprietor  suggested.  Not  the  least 
among  the  embellishments  and  comforts  of  the 
place  is  an  api)le  orchard  of  300  trees,  planted  by 
the  hand  of  our  subject,  and  now  in  One  bearing 
condition.  A  lovely  grove  of  maples  and  cotton- 
wood  .adds  to  the  beauty  and  value  of  the  property. 

Mr.  Merrick,  in  addition  to  general  farming,  has 
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given  mucli  of  liis  time  and  attention  to  stoek-rais- 
ing,  handling  large  numbers  of  thorouglibred  Sliort- 
hoin  cattle  and  Poland-Cliina  hugs.  Of  the  former 
he  has  a  herd  of  fiftj'  high-grades,  including  the 
bull  "Ides,"  famous  as  a  breeder  throughout  this 
section.  It  will  thus  readily  be  seen  that  his  time 
has  been  fully  occupied',  but  notwithstanding  the 
multiplicity  of  his  private  affairs  Mr.  Merrick  has 
ever  signalized  himself  as  the  public-spirited  citi- 
zen, willing  and  anxious -to  assist  the  prosperity  of 
his  adopted  county.  To  this  end  he  has  been  the 
encourager  of  its  various  worthy  enterprises,  its 
schools  and  churches,  assisting  by  his  labors  and  in- 
fluence in  their  establisiiment  and  prosperity.  He 
raised  the  large  sum  required  in  the  erection  of  the 
Methodist  Eijiscopal  Cliurch  building,  and,  with  his 
estimable  wife,  has  been  one  of  the  most  devoted 
members  of  the  society-.  He  cast  his  first  Presiden- 
tial vote  for  Gen.  Grant,  and  lias  always  been  a 
stanch  adherent  of  the  Republican  party.  He  has 
never  sought  office,  but  in  the  school  district  has 
served  as  a  Director  for  many  years. 

JOHN  O.  SAVAGE  is  in  the  front  rank  of 
general  farmers  of  Grant  Township  in  enter- 
prise, practical  knowledge,  western  vim  and 
prosperitj'.  His  farm  and  residence  are  situ- 
ated on  section  20,  where  he  is  tiie  owner  of  eighty 
acres  of  finely  improved  land,  admirably  adapted  to 
agriculture,  upon  which  he  has  lived  since  1882. 
Previous  to  tliis  he  owned  and  operated  another 
farm  on  section  11,  comprising  320  acres,  one-half 
of  which  was  taken  up  in  1867,  and  settled  on  the 
following,  spring,  the  remainder  soon  after. 

For  ten  years  previous  to  the  settlement  of  our 
subject  in  this  State  he  had  been  a  resident  of  Lee 
County,  111.,  during  tlie  greater  part  of  that  time 
being  engaged  in  farming,  in  which  he  w,as  very 
successful.  The  place  of  his  nativity  is  LaPorte 
Township,SullivanCo..  Pa.,  and  he  was  born  on  the 
22d  of  March,  1834,  to  Daniel  and  Nancy  Savage. 
His  father  was  born  in  New  York  State,  of  Irish 
parentage,  and  when  he  was  a  boy  five  years  of  age 
his  parents  removed  to  the  adjoining  State,  where 
he  grew  up  to  raanliood,  was  married,  and  continued 


to  make  his  home  until  18.08.  Then,  with  his  family, 
Daniel  Savage,  the  father  of  our  subject,  removed 
to  Illinois  and  took  up  the  Lee  County  property. 

In  18G1,  when  the  cry  of  rebellion  rent  the  air, 
and  the  stars  and  bars  were  waved  over  against  the 
only  fl.ig  of  liberty-,  unity  and  peace,  both  Daniel 
Savage  and  his  son,  our  subject,  enlisted  among  the 
boys  of  blue  in  Company  E,  37th  Illinois  Infantry, 
under  command  of  Capt.  Rust  and  Col.  White.  The 
regiment  became  part  of  the  Army  of  the  West  and 
pait  of  Maj.  Gen.  Black's  command.  Among  the 
many  engagements  in  wliich  they  were  activel3'  en- 
gaged may  be  mentioned  those  of  Warrensburgand 
Springfield,  Mo.,  and  Pea  Ridge  and  Prairie  Grove, 
Ark.,  which  were  fought  in  December,  1862.  At 
one  point  in  the  battle  the  father  of  our  subject  was 
in  the  front  rank,  and  the  notes  of  the  bugle  rang 
out  the  command  to  charge.  This  was  the  last  com- 
mand heard,  and  the  last  cheerfully  responded  to 
by  Daniel  Savage.  In  the  rush  forward  a  bullet 
pierced  his  body  and  he  fell  like  the  brave  soldier 
he  was,  with  his  face  to  the  foe,  in  the  execution  of 
his  duty. 

Not  long  after  the  death  of  his  father,  our  sub- 
ject, who  had  been  fighting  by  his  side,  was  taken 
severely  ill,  and  in  consequence  thereof  he  received 
an  honorable  discharge  from  further  service,  and 
returned  to  Illinois  to  support  and,  perchance,  com- 
fort his  widowed  mother.  In  1868  he  brought  her 
with  him  to  Nebraska,  and  until  her  death,  in  1874, 
smoothed  as  far  as  possible  every  ruggedness  from 
the  path  of  her  declining  years,  bestrewing  it  daily 
with  the  perfumed  blossoms  of  affectionate,  dutiful 
and  attentive  care.  She  went  to  her  last  rest  after 
spending  sixty-two  years  of  life,  and,  like  her  hus- 
band, had  been  all  her  d.ays  a  member  of  the  Meth- 
odist Episcopal  Church. 

While  a  resident  of  Lee  County  our  subject  was 
happily  united  in  marriage,  the  lady  of  his  choice 
being  Cynthia  Carpenter.  The  union  was  celebrated 
on  the  11th  of  May,  1867.  Miss  Carpenter  was 
born  in  Albany,  N.  Y.,  in  the  year  1  843,  and  ac- 
companied her  parents  to  Illinois  in  1861.  She  is 
a  daughter  of' James  and  Julia  (Foster)  Carpenter, 
both  of  whom  died  at  their  home  in  Lee  Countj', 
the  father  about  eighty  and  the  mother  about  sixt3" 
years  of  age.     For  many  years  previous  to  her  de- 
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niise  Mrs.  Carpenter  was  a  member  of  tlie  Baptist 
fomiminion. 

Tlie  wife  uf  our  subject  was  brought  iq)  at  llie 
house  of  her  parents,  where  she  made  her  home  un- 
til her  mairiage.  Her  education  was  received  in 
the  common  school  of  her  native  place,  and  was  as 
complete  as  was  usual  at  that  time.  Iler  married 
life  has  been  brightened  and  the  current  of  its  juys 
deepened  by  the  birth  of  two  children:  one,  how- 
ever, of  these  she  was  only  permitted  to  retain  for 
two  years,  when  she  was  removed  by  death.  The 
name  given  to  her  was  Julia.  That  of  her  living 
chilli  is  Frank,  who  has  entered  upon  an  honorable 
career  and  has  developed  a  manly  character  that  is 
the  pride  of  iiis  parents. 

The  religious  home  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Savage  is  in 
the  church  of  the  Latter-Day  Saints,  to  which  they 
have  been  attached  for  many  years,  our  subject 
having  been  ordained  a  priest  of  his  church  wliile 
residing  in  Illinois,  in  which  office  he  has  continued 
ever  since.  He  has  been  called  upon  at  different 
times  to  fill  township  offices,  and  is  at  present  serv- 
ing as  Clerk  of  the  township.  He  is  devoted  to  the 
interests  of  the  political  party  under  which  he  and 
his  father  served  in  days  gone  by,  and  has  always 
remained  its  stanch  friend  and  faithful  adherent. 

Their  son,  Frank  M.,  was  married,  Oct.  29,  1«87, 
to  Miss  Hattie  Kindell,  who  was  born  in  Illinois,  in 
July,  laGT.  They  have  one  son,  John  Walter,  born 
July  20,  1888.  They  reside  in  Grant  Township  and 
are  farming. 


J^^'  LFRED  CONINE.     Among  those  who  have 
^/  1'    ^°'^®  trova  the  older  and  more  established 
III  IS    Eastern  settlements,  bringing  with  them  the 
^jl  wealth  of    their   experience  wherewith   to 

endow  the  newer  eountiy  of  Nebraska,  is  the  sub- 
ject of  this  writing,  whose  farm  occupies  the  north- 
east quarter  of  section  14.  Midland  Township,  which 
is  worked  along  the  line  of  general  mixed  farming. 
His  residence  in  this  State  dates  from  the  year  1867, 
and  in  this  county  from  1870. 

Our  subject  is  the  son  of  Richard  and  Mary  (Hcr- 
ron)  Conine,  who  are  natives  of  New  Jersey  and 
Ohio  respectively.      Upon  tiicir  marriage    they  set- 

■^ 


tied  in  Ohio,  and  followed  agricultural  pursuits. 
Tlie  mother  of  om-  subject  died  wiicn  lie  was  quite 
a  small  boy,  leaving  lliree  children,  who  had  re- 
ceived the  names  of  Alfred,  Elizabeth  and  Harmon. 
Harmon  enlisted  in  Company  C,  27th  Ohio  Regi- 
ment, and  fell  while  serving  his  country,  in  1864, 
at  the  battle  of  Atlanta,  Ga. ;  Elizabeth  marrieil  E. 
I  O.  Arrison,  of  Ohio.  The  father  of  our  subject 
married  a  second  lime,  tiddng  as  his  wife  Hester  A. 
Boylan.and  by  this  union  became  the  parent  of  one 
son.  Richard,  who  is  living  upon  the  homestead. 

Upon  the  14th  of  April,  1839,  our  snljject  was 
ushered  inli)  life,  in  Licking  County,  Ohio.  In  duo 
time  he  was  a  candidate  for  the  instruction  of  the 
connnon  school,  and  entered  u|)on  the  duties  in- 
cident to  that  institution.  The  time  thus  occupied 
was  spent  in  such  employment  on  the  farm  as  made 
him  thoroughly  acquainted  with  its  varied  tasks  and 
responsibilities,  fitting  him  for  the  life  in  the  future. 
He  continued  to  make  his  home  with  his  parents 
until  1861,  when  he  enlisted  with  his  brother  in 
Ciinipany  C,  27th  Ohio  Infantry,  and  served  for  a 
Icini  of  lliiee  years  as  a  private.  He  was  one  of 
the  command  of  Gen.  Sherman,  and  was  with  him 
throughout  his  campaign.  The  first  part  of  his 
army  experience  was  that  incidental  to  the  army 
teamster,  but  it  was  not  long  before  he  was  pro- 
moted to  the  position  of  wagonniaster,  and  given 
charge  of  a  train  of  wagons.  He  was  mustered  out 
of  the  service,  and  honorably  discharged  in  Au- 
gust. 1864. 

After  his  term  of  service  expired  our  subject  re- 
turned to  Ohio,  and  assisted  in  the  farm  work  until 
1867;  that  year  was  doubly  eventful  to  him.  First, 
because  it  was  wherein  he  moved  West,  and  laid 
the  foundation  of  his  iiresent  prosperity;  secondly 
and  chiefly,  because  it  brought  to  him  the  life  com- 
panionship and  inspiration  of  Miss  Mary  Palmer- 
ton,  to  whom  he  was  united  in  marriage  on  Octo- 
ber 2  of  that  year.  She  also  vvas  born  in  Ohio, 
and  was  educated  and  brought  up  at  Etna,  Licking 
County,  and  made  her  home  with  her  parents.  Ben- 
jamin and  Susan  Palmerton.  They  are  the  happy 
parents  of  four  chihlren,  whose  names  are  here  ap- 
jjended— Elmer,  Elizabeth,  Alfred  and  Grace. 

In  the  new  SUite  of  Nel)rahka  Mr.  Conine  first 
settled  in  Richardson  County,  remaining   tlure    for 
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three  years  upon  rented  land.  Thence  he  came  to 
tliis  county,  and  purchased  the  160  acres  of  unim- 
proved land  lie  to-day  occupies,  but  which  has 
passed  long  since  from  its  original  condition  to  one 
of  almost  perfect  agricultural  elliciencj',  and  he  has 
upon  it  some  excellent  farm  buildings,  besides  the 
pretty  and  comfortable  farm  dwelling.  Besides  the 
grain  interest,  our  subject  is  ever3'  year  increasing 
his  reputation  as  a  stock-raiser,  comprising  draft 
and  road  horses,  and  high-grade  cattle. 

Mrs.  Conine  is  devotedly  attached  to  the  com- 
munion of  the  Presbyterian  Church,  in  which  she 
is  an  untiring  worker  when  opportunity  presents. 
Her  husband,  although  not  connected  with  the 
church,  is  a  true  friend  of  higher  morality,  and  sym- 
pathizes with  every  movement,  religious  or  other- 
wise, that  will  assist  in  its  attainment  and  progress. 
He  takes  much  pleasure  in  all  matters  of  education, 
and  is  a  member  of  the  School  Board.  His  political 
connections  are  with  the  Republican  party,  and  he 
is  regarded  as  a  strong  supporter  and  constant 
friend  by  the  members  of  his  party. 

J~/  OHN  MAGUIRE  is  a  son  of  John  and  Jane 
I  (McMalle)  Maguire,  who  were  natives  of 
I  Ireland,  and  there  spent  the  whole  time  of 
'  their  lives.  They  had  a  familj'  of  ten  chil- 
dren, of  whom  our  subject  is  the  sixth,  and  was  born 
on  the  green  and  lovely  '-Emerald  Isle"  on  the  22d 
of  March,  1819.  He  remained  in  his  native  country 
until  he  was  twenty  six  years  of  age,  and  had  grown 
to  be  a  strong  and  healthy  man,  receiving  his  edu- 
cation during  his  younger  years  from  the  parochial 
schools.  He  had  long  possessed  a  desire  to  visit 
America,  and  in  June,  1845,  with  the  expectation 
of  gratifying  his  desire,  he  embarked  on  a  vessel 
sailing  from  the  port  of  Liverpool,  and  after  an 
ocean  voyage  of  twenty-eight  days  he  reached  the 
harbor  of  New  York. 

Our  subject  remained  for  ten  j'ears  in  that  city, 
during  which  period  he  was  engaged  in  Cooper's 
glue  factory.  He  then  went  to  DeKalb  County, 
111.,  where  he  remained  for  a  like  period  of  time,  and 
tlien  went  to  Boone  County.  During  the  time  of 
his  residence  in  Illinois,  he  was  engaged  in  farming. 


and  in  18G8,  thinking  that  he  would  accept  the  gen- 
erous offer  of  the  Government  to  supply  him  with 
a  farm  of  his  own,  he  came  to  this  county  and  took 
a  homestead  of  1 60  acres.  He  was  then  one  of  tiie 
early  settlers  of  this  county,  and  in  common  with 
them  he  experienced  the  hardships  and  difliculties 
necessary  in  the  transforming  of  a  piece  of  wild, 
unbroken  prairie  land  into  a  smiling  and  cultivated 
landscape  farm.  He  now  has  it  all  well  improved, 
with  neat  and  attractive  buildings,  and  has  been  in 
the  main  successful,  although  he  has  experienced 
some  misfortunes  from  the  failures  in  crops. 

In  the  year  1846  our  subject  was  united  in  mar- 
riage with  Miss  Alice  Salleen,  who  was  born  in  Ire- 
land on  the  19th  of  May,  1824.  She  is  a  daughter 
of  John  Tebon  and  Jane  (Linchey)  Salleen,  who 
were  also  natives  of  Ireland,  and  were  the  parents 
of  eight  children.  She  came  to  America  in  the  year 
1843,  and  made  her  home  in  New  York  until  the 
time  of  her  marriage  with  our  subject.  By  this 
marriage  they  have  gathered  about  them  a  family 
of  seven  children,  all  of  whom  have  been  blessed 
with  health  and  spared  to  the  present  time,  and  are 
married  and  established  in  homes  of  their  own.  The 
names  of  the  members  of  this  family  are:  John, 
William,  Thomas  (of  whom  a  sketch  appears  in 
this  Album),  James,  Albert,  Frances  and  Charles. 
Thomas  and  Charles  have  their  homes  in  this 
county. 

While  our  subject  and  his  wife  are  entitled  to  a 
siiare  of  the  iionors  which  are  willinglj'  bestowed 
upon  and  justlj'  deserved  by  the  early  settlers  of 
this  county,  his  natur.<il  reticence  has  prevented  him 
from  seeking  public  honors,  and  he  has  not  been 
the  incumbent  of  anj'  of  the  offices  of  the  township. 
He  bears  an  excellent  reputation  among  his  fellow- 
men,  and  is  well  and  favorably  spoken  of  bj'  them. 
He  is  a  member  of  the  Democratic   party. 


^T^y)ENJAMlN  F.  PITTENGER,  arepresenta- 
Jr^V  ^^^^  fiiimer  of  Blakely  Township,  owns  and 
/^)ll;  occupies  the  southwest  quarter  of  section 
%==!^  32,  which  he  has  transformed  into  a  good 
farm,  and  effected  tlie  improvements  naturally 
brought  about    by  the  intelligent  and    progressive 
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agru-iiltiirist.  He  cnnie  to  this  county  in  1S74.  and 
in  the  fall  of  that  year  secured  tiie  land  upon  which 
there  had  heen  only  a  slight  attempt  ;it  improve- 
ment. He  has  now  the  greater  portion  under  a 
good  state  of  cultivation,  the  land  is  fertile,  and 
well  watered  by  a  branch  of  Cub  Creek,  and  besides 
a  comfortable  dwelling  there  arc  the  various  other 
buildings  required  bj'  the  modern  farmer.  Fences, 
live  stock  and  machinery,  in  their  character  speak 
well  for  the  enterprise  of  tiie  proprietor. 

Mr.  Pittinger  came  to  this  .State  from  Woodford 
County,  111.,  where  he  had  owned  and  operated  a 
farm  for  a  period  of  fourteen  years.  He  had  emi- 
grated from  Ohio  to  the  Prairie  State  in  the  fall  of 
1856.  He  was  born  in  Frederick  Countj-,  Md., 
Dec.  1,  1823,  of  parents  who  were  natives  of  the 
same  State.  His  father,  James  Pittinger,  removed 
with  his  family  to  Ohio  quite  late  in  life,  and  there 
spent  the  remainder  of  his  days,  dying  in  Brown 
County,  where  the  mother  also  passed  away;  both 
lived  to  a  ripe  old  age.  Tliey  were  healthy  and  active 
to  the  last,  the  result  of  their  temperate  lives  and 
correct  habits,  and  were  highly  respected  by  a  large 
circle  of  friends  and  acquaintances.  They  had  been 
connected  with  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  for 
many  years,  and  the  father  was  originally  a  mem- 
ber of  the  old  Whig  party. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  the  f(nirth  child 
of  his  parents,  and  the  third  son  in  a  family  of  five 
boys  and  six  girls.  Three  sons  and  four  daughters 
are  still  living.  Benjamin  F.  was  a  child  two  years 
of  age  when  his  [)arcnts  left  his  native  State  and 
settled  in  Ohio.  He  was  reared  and  educated  in 
Brown  County,  and  was  there  first  married  to  Miss 
Nancy  J.  Evans,  born  and  reared  there.  She  be- 
came the  mother  of  three  children,  and  died  in  Ross 
Count}',  Ohio,  when  a  young  woman  only  twenty- 
three  years  of  age.  Their  two  eldest  sons  are  Will- 
iam and  James  Harvey ;  the  former  is  in  Western 
Nel)raska,  and  the  latter  is  married  and  farming  in 
Jefferson  County,  this  State;  John  is  unm.arried  and 
in  the  Indian  Territory. 

Mr.  Pittinger  was  married  the  second  time,  in 
Brown  County,  Ohio,  to  Miss  Jane  Sidwell,  also  a 
native  of  that  county,  where  she  was  reared  to 
womanhood  and  received  a  common-school  edvica- 
tion.  She  came  to  Illinois  with  her  husband  after  the 


birth  of  one  child,  they  locating  in  Woodford 
County.  She  passed  away  in  1857  at  the  .-igc  of 
forty  j"ears.  Her  son  George  is  now  m:uricd,  and 
lives  with  his  father  on  the  home  farm. 

The  present  wife  of  our  subject,  to  whom  he  was 
married  in  Woodford  County,  III.,  May  10,  1,S,)9, 
WIS  formerly  Miss  Amanda  Ilolmon,  a  native  of 
Orange  County,  Iiid.,  and  who  came  U)  Illinois 
with  her  parents  when  a  young  woman.  She  is 
a  daughter  of  Tandy  and  Laura  (Parker)  Ilolmon, 
who  were  natives  of  Virginia  and  New  York,  and 
aie  now  deceased.  Of  this  union  there  have  been 
born  three  children,  namely:  Eugenia,  the  wife  of 
Samuel  Pheasant,  of  Jefferson  Townshi|);  Carrie, 
Mrs.  Henry  Stoll,  living  on  a  farm  in  Beatrice  Town- 
ship, this  county;  and  Charles  W.,  at  home  with 
his  parents.  Mr.  Pittinger,  politically,  has  alw,'i3-s 
been  a  solid  Repul)lican,  while  in  religious  matters 
he  clings  to  the  doctrines  of  the  Methodist  flpis- 
coi)al  Church,  of  which  he  has  been  a  member  for 
the  last  thirty-five  years.  His  estimable  wife  be- 
longs to  the  Baptist  Church. 


y 


i-ILLIAM  A.  HOOKER,  a  very  intelligent 
WW/  -i'kI  I'iglily  respected  farmer  of  Adams 
W^  Township,  has  a  well-ordered  homestead  on 
section  32,  consisting  of  100  acres  of  good  land 
with  suitable  buildings,  and  the  other  appurtenances 
conducing  to  his  comfort  and  the  gencrnl  enjoy- 
ment of  life.  He  came  to  this  section  of  country 
from  I'eoria  County,  III.,  in  1875,  secured  soon 
afterward  the  land  comprising  his  present  farm, and 
has  watched  with  the  interest  which  is  manifested 
by  every  true  citizen  the  growth  and  development 
of  his  adopted  State. 

Mr.  Hooker  is  of  substantial  New  England  stock, 
his  parents,  Cliauncey  and  Catherine  (Woleott) 
Ht)oker,  having  been  born  and  reared  in  the  vicin- 
ity of  Bristol,  Hartford  Co.,  Conn.  Their  ances- 
tors were  originally  from  Cambridge,  Mass.,  where 
it  is  believed  the}'  settled  in  the  Colonial  days. 
Cliauncey  Hooker  was  a  tinner  l)y  trade,  and  the 
owner  of  a  small  farm  which  constituted  a  snug  and 
comfortable  home  for  the  famil}-.  The  mother 
died  in  middle  life   in   Farmington,    Conn.,  at   the 
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age  of  forty-three  years.  Mr.  Hooker  survived  his 
wife  many  years,  and  departed  hence  about  1843, 
at  the  age  of  sixty-six. 

The  family  of  Chauncey  and  Catherine  Hooker 
consisted  of  six  children,  namely:  William  A.,  Levi 
J.,  Polly  W.,  Lydia  A.,  Urenia,  and  Chauncey,  Jr. 
William,  our  sul)ject,  was  born  Oct.  10,  1804,  at 
Farmirigton,  Conn.,  and  remained  at  home  until 
reaching  his  majority.  His  brothers  and  sisters 
who  lived  to  mature  years  settled  in  Virginia  and 
Ohio.  Of  these  three  are  now  living.  They  were 
all  provided  with  a  common-school  education. 
William  when  sixteen  years  old  became  a  student 
of  Brighton  Academy,  and  when  leaving  there  com- 
menced an  apprenticeship  at  the  clothier's  trade. 
This  he  followed  for  a  time,  and  afterward  worked 
in  the  mills  at  Bristol.  He  was  first  married,  in 
1828,  to  Miss  Emeline  Peck,  daughter  of  Seth  and 
Anna  (Webster)  Peck,  of  Burlington,  Conn.  Mrs. 
Emeline  Hooker  was  born  in  Burlington  Township, 
Hartford  Co.,  Conn.,  Sept.  14,  1804,  and  was  the 
second  in  order  of  birth.  After  marriage  our  sub- 
ject continued  some  time  in  Bristol,  working  in  a 
clock  factory  there  two  or  three  years.  Previous 
to  this  he  had  traveled,  selling  clocks  and  dry| 
goo<ls  throughout  South  Carolina  and  Georgia. 

Mr.  Hooker  in  the  latter  part  of  1839  emigrated 
with  his  family  to  Henry  County,  111.,  settling  at 
Weathersfield,  where  he  remained  eighteen  months 
engaged  in  farming.  He  next  removed  to  Peoria 
County,  and  occupied  himself  at  farming  until  start- 
ing for  Nebraska  in  1875.  In  the  meantime  his 
first  wife  had  died  in  Connecticut,  leaving  two  chil- 
dren :  Franklin,  who  is  now  with  his  father,  and 
Catherine,  who  died  in  early  childhood.  Mr. 
Hooker,  before  leaving  the  East,  was  married  the 
second  time,  to  Miss  Malissa  Gaines,  who  became 
the  mother  of  one  child  only,  a  daughter,  Emeline, 
who  is  now  in  Adams.  Mrs.  Malissa  Hooker  de- 
parted this  life  at  her  home  in  this  county,  Sept. 
21,  1887,  after  having  reached  the  advanced  age 
of  eighty-three  years.  Their  daughter  continues 
at  the  homestead  and  presides  over  the  domestic  af- 
fairs of  her  father  and  brother. 

Our  subject  has  effected  many  improvements 
uiioii  his  present  homestead,  erecting  a  comfortable 
frame  dwelling  and  a  large  barn,  together  with  the 


other  conveniences  necessary  to  his  comfort,  and 
the  success  of  his  farming  operations.  Politically, 
in  his  youth,  he  was  an  old -line  Whig,  and  voted  for 
Gen.  William  H.  Harrison  for  President,  in  1840. 
He  is  now  an  ardent  Republican,  anxious  to  see  the 
grandson  of  the  old  hero  occupying  the  position  so 
ably  filled  by  his  ancestor.  Mr.  Hooker  has  always 
been  a  reader,  and  keeps  himself  well  informed  upon 
the  topics  of  the  day.  It  is  a  source  of  both  pleas- 
ure and  profit  to  listen  to  his  recital  of  the  events 
of  by-gone  days,  and  the  scenes  of  interest  in  which 
he  has  borne  an  important  part.  He  enjoys  the  best 
wishes  of  hosts  of  friends,  and  will  be  remembered 
with  honor  and  affection  long  after  he  has  departed 
hence.  His  portrait  may  be  found  on  an  adjoining 
page,  and  will  be  gladly  received  liy  his  many  old 
friends. 


JEROME  W.  MATTISON  is  nicely  situated 
on  his  farm  of  eighty  acres  in  Island  Grove 
Township,  and  is  the  owner  of  320  acres  of 
land  in  Sherman  Township.  His  parents, 
James  and  Eliza  A.  (Loorais)  Mattison,  were  na- 
tives of  Vermont,  both  having  been  boru  in  Ben- 
nington County,  the  former  in  the  year  1818.  After 
their  marriage  they  began  life  together  in  their  na- 
tive county,  and  remained  there  until  the  time  of 
their  death,  having  lived  within  two  miles  of  the 
place  in  which  they  were  born.  The  mother  died  in 
1865,  and  the  father  survived  her  until  the  year 
1884,  the  three  children  of  their  family  then  being 
bereaved  of  both  their  parents. 

Our  subject  was  the  oldest  of  the  children,  and 
was  born  in  Bennington  County,  Vt.,  on  the  22d  of 
November,  1842,  where  he  remained  for  thirty 
years.  He  came  to  Nebraska  in  1872,  and  in  1876 
entered  into  partnership  with  Mr.  R.  L.  Gumaer, 
which  was  continued  for  nine  years,  at  the  end  of 
which  time,  in  the  year  1884,  our  subject  bought 
out  the  interest  of  his  partner.  He  now  owns  400 
acres  of  land,  eighty  acres  of  which  are  situated  on 
section  4,  Island  Grove  Township,  and  the  remain- 
der in  Sherman  Township.  The  first  eighty  acres 
were  bought  for  $150,  and  the  half-section  for  $8 
per  acre. 

On  the  27th  of  January,  1885,  Mr.  Mattison  mar- 


^ 


GAGE  COUNTY. 


221 


ried  Miss  Siis;iii  D.  Barton,  a  daughter  of  Kli  ami 
Eimict  Ballon,  who  wei'o  natives  of  (irafton,  Vt. 
She  was  horn  in  the  afore-mentioned  village  on  tlie 
2d  of  February,  1843,  and  remained  in  lier  native 
State  until  the  year  184.5.  She  reLX-ived  her  edu- 
cation in  the  village  schools,  and  is  an  intelligent 
and  estimable  lady. 

Our  subject  is  well  known  among  the  leading 
men  of  liis  township,  having  taken  an  active  p.'irt 
in  puljlic  aflfairs  and  shared  the  honors  of  the  of- 
fices within  the  gift  of  his  fellowmen.  lie  has  held 
the  office  of  Clerk  of  the  township  for  two  years 
and  Assessor  for  one  year,  and  has  been  an  honor- 
able member  of  the  School  Board  for  some  time. 
Fie  is  a  Republican  in  politics, and  a  member  of  the 
social  order  of  F.  &  A.  M.  His  business  has  been 
carried  on  with  gratifying  results,  and  he  h.as  put 
up  a  handsome  house  which  .adds  greatly  to  the 
value  of  his  fine  farm. 


J ^  AVID  C.  QUACKENBUSH,  one  of  the 
j\  pioneersettlersof  Grant  Township,  and  still 
^  occupying  the  tr.act  of  land  which  he  pur- 
ch.ased  upon  coming  here,  in  1867,  is  num- 
bered among  the  most  highly  respected  residents  of 
the  county,  with  whose  development  and  progress 
he  has  been  intimately  connected.  He  is  the  pos- 
sessor of  a  fine  homestead,  the  land  of  which  has 
been  brought  to  a  good  state  of  cultiv.ation  and 
upon  which  he  lias  erected  neat  and  substantial 
frame  buildings.  He  has  a  goodly  assortment  of 
live  stock  and  the  modern  machinery  necessary  for 
the  carrying  on  of  agriculture  in  a  profitable  and 
successful  manner.  A  period  of  twenty-one  years 
embraces  the  time  which  he  has  spent  among  the 
people  of  Gage  County,  during  which  time  he  has 
thoroughly  established  himself  in  their  confidence 
and  esteem.  He  h.ad  formerly,  since  a  little  lad  of 
seven  years,  lived  in  Racine  County,  Wis.,  where 
he  acquired  his  education  and  was  reared  to  man- 
hood. 

Our  subject  w.as  born  at  the  mode.st  farm  home- 
stead of  his  parents,  in  Cicero  Township,  Onon- 
daga Co.,  N.  Y.,  M.iy  12,  18.37.  His  parents  were 
Lambert  and  Emil3-  (Catherine)  Quackenbush,  also 


natives  of  the  Em|)ire  State,  and  he  was  their  eldest 
child.  The  father  traced  his  ancestry  biick  to  the 
substantial  old  Dutch  settlers  of  the  Mohawk  Val- 
ley, while  the  mother  descended  from  a  ^^•rn)ont 
family  who  were  first  represented  in  the  Green 
Mountain  State  probably  during  the  Colonial  days. 
Lambert  (Juackenbush  was  a  farmer  by  occupation 
until  a  few  years  after  his  marri.ige,  when  he  turned 
his  attention  to  coopering.  After  the  birth  of  two 
children  he  left  New  York  State  with  his  little 
family,  and  located  among  the  pioneer  settlers  of 
Racine  County,  Wis.,  where  from  the  uncultivated 
land  he  developed  a  comfortable  homestead,  and 
where  they  lived  until  coining  to  this  State,  in  the 
spring  of  1878.  They  settled  upon  a  farm  in  Grant 
Township,  this  county,  where  the  death  of  the  father 
took  place  in  February,  1885,  when  he  was  about 
sixty-four  years  old.  He  was  a  man  of  much  force 
of  character,  and  a  member  of  the  old  Democracy 
of  the  An<lrew  Jackson  stripe.  The  mother  is  yet 
living,  and  makes  her  home  with  her  children  in 
Grant  Township,  having  now  arrived  at  her  three- 
score and  ten  years.  She  is  in  excellent  health  and 
her  mind  is  still  bright  and  .active. 

Our  subject  was  educated  in  the  primitive  schools 
of  Racine  County,  Wis.,  and  upon  reaching  man- 
hood began  the  serious  business  of  life  by  taking 
unto  himself  a  wife  and  helpm.atc,  Miss  Charlotte 
Wytt,  who  was  born  and  reared  there,  and  who  died 
about  eighteen  months  after  her  wedding,  of  diph- 
theria, at  the  age  of  about  twenty-two  years.  Of 
this  union  there  was  born  one  child,  a  son,  Albert, 
who  married  Miss  Atla  A<lams,  and  is  operating  a 
farm  in  Hitchcock  County,  this  State.  The  parents 
of  Mrs.  Q.  were  of  English  birth  and  parentage, 
and  were  among  the  early  settlers  of  Wisconsin, 
where  the  father  followed  farming  during  the  .active 
years  of  his  life,  and  where  his  death  took  place  in 
187'J.  when  he  was  well  advanced  in  ^cais.  The 
mother  is  still  living,  and  a  resi<lent  of  Logan 
County,  Iowa. 

Our  subject  contracted  a  second  marriage,  Dec. 
30.  18G3,  in  R.acine  County,  Wis.,  with  Miss  Esther 
Burgess,  who  wa-s  born  in  that  county,  Sept.  10, 
1848.  She  was  there  reared  to  womanhood  and 
educated  in  the  common  schools.  Her  parents  were 
Nchemiah  and  Sophia  (Woudnian)  Burgess,  the  fur- 
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nier  of  whom  is  deceased.  The  mother  is  3'et  liv- 
ing, and  makes  her  home  with  her  children,  mcstlj'  in 
Grant  Township.  She  is  now  sixty-eight  years 
Old. 

Of  this  marriage  of  our  subject  there  have  been 
born  six  children,  namely:  Edniond  B.,  i)iirsuing 
his  studies  in  the  business  college  at  Lincoln.  Neb., 
a  very  bright  and  promising  yonng  man  who  has 
been  employed  as  a  book-keeper  with  a  firm  in  De- 
Witt,  and  is  also  a  stenographer.  Minnie  M.  is  the 
wife  of  William  Nettlelon.  a  well-to-do  faimer  of 
Hitchcock  County, this  State;  the  younger  children 
—William  M.,  John  D.,  Ruben  L.  and  Myrtle  V. 
continue  under  the  home  roof.  Mr.  Q.,  politically, 
is  an  uncompromising  Democrat,  and  takes  a  lively 
interest  in  local  affairs. 

^ ^^ v~ 


c^^EBBE  G.  CARSTP:NS,  brother  of  the  well- 
l/^^\  known  and  highly  esteemed  citizen,  John 
'^^^  Carstens,  of  Clatonia  Township,  a  sketch  of 
whom  appears  elsewhere  in  this  volume,  has  a  good 
farm  on  section  9,  and  has  distinguished  himself  as 
a  worthy  representative  of  this  family.  He  was 
born  in  the  Province  of  Hanover,  Germany,  March 
4,  1846,  being  three  years  younger  than  bis  brother 
John.  He  emigrated  to  America  the  year  following 
the  coming  of  the  latter  to  the  United  States,  tak- 
ing passage  on  a  sailing-vessel,  and  arriving  safely 
in  New  York  City  after  an  ocean  voyage  of  about 
seventy-nine  days. 

For  about  two  years  after  coming  to  this  country 
Mr.  Carstens  lived  in  Schuyler  County,  111.,  and 
from  there  moved  to  Livingston  County,  of  which 
he  was  a  resident  a  number  of  years.  He  crossed 
the  Mississippi  in  the  fall  of  1876,  and  was  located 
for  a  time  on  a  farm  on  section  1 0  in  Clatonia  Town- 
ship. This  was  rented  land.  In  the  spring  of 
1880  he  purchased  the  farm  which  he  now  owns  and 
occupies.  The  improvements  which  we  behold  to- 
day are  the  result  of  his  own  industry  and  good 
management,  as  he  had  purchased  an  uncultivated 
tract  of  eighty  acres  from  the  Burlington  &  Mis- 
souri River  Railroad  Companj'.  He,  too,  landed 
upon  American  soil  without  other  resources  than  the 
willing  hands  and  quality  of  industry  which  had 


been  handed  down  to  him  from  his  excellent  Ger- 
man ancestry.  He  battled  with  difficulties  and 
drawbacks  successfully,  enduring  many  hardships 
and  privations,  but  has  been  amply  rewarded  for 
his  toil  and  sacrifices. 

The  marriage  of  our  subject  with  Miss  Scente 
Gerdes  occurred  on  the  2d  of  March,  1870,  at  the 
home  of  the  bride  in  Rushville,  111.  Mrs.  Carstens 
is  also  a  native  of  Germany,  and  of  her  union  with 
our  subject  there  have  been  born  five  children, 
namely:  Gesiene.  Feb.  8,  1871;  Joachin,  March 
5,  187,5;  John,  Oct.  18,  1  877 ;  Anna,  June  5,  1880, 
and  William,  in  December,  1881.  Mr.  Carstens  is 
a  memlier  in  good  standing  of  the  Lutheran  Church 
in  Germany,  and  politically,  differs  some  what  from 
his  brother,  being  a  supporter  of  the  Democratic 
party.  He,  however,  is  not  confined  to  party  lines, 
but  reserves  to  himself  the  right  of  the  free  Ameri- 
can citizen  to  support  the  man  whom  he  considers 
best  qualified  for  office.  He  believes  in  the  erluca- 
tion  of  the  young,  and  is  the  cordial  supporter  of 
all  the  enterprises  tending  to  the  moral  and  intel- 
lectual elevation  of  the  people. 


•irsj^l 


^•^fWT^. 


4h^- 


RS.  HANNAH  NOXON,  Postmistress  of 
Adams,  is  a  member  of  the  well-known 
Shaw  familj',  who  in  this  region  are  ever}'- 
where  recognized  as  among  its  earliest 
pioneers  and  most  prominent  citizens.  Her  parents 
were  Stephen  P.  and  Hannah  (Hicks)  Shaw,  the  for- 
mer a  native  of  Saratoga  County,  N.Y.,  and  who  with 
his  estimable  wife  is  written  of  elsewhere. 

The  Shaw  family,  who  traced  their  ancestry  back 
to  England,  crossed  the  Atlantic  in  the  Colonial 
days,  and  there  is  no  doubt  participated  in  the  great 
struggle  for  American  liberty.  The  paternal  great- 
grandfather of  Mrs.  Noxon  made  his  first  settle- 
ment at  Sharon,  Conn.,  whence  he  removed  later 
with  his  family  to  the  Wyoming  Valley  in  Penn- 
sylvania, about  the  time  of  the  breaking  out  of 
the  Revolutionary  War.  Both  he  and  his  elder 
sons  enlisted  in  the  arm}',  while  the  mother  and 
four  younger  ones  remained  at  home,  laboring,  and 
waiting  as  best  they  could  the  issues  of  the  struggle. 
The  region  of  their  home  was  over-run  with  law- 
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less  soldiers,  and  the  mother,  with  two  of  her  boj-s, 
AVilliam  and  Benjamin,  saved  their  lives  by  fleeing 
to  the  mountains.  The  boy  Benjamin  was  the 
grandfather  of  Mrs.  Noson. 

Benjamin  Shaw  remained  with  his  niotiier,  it  is 
supposed,  until  the  Colonists  had  achieved  their  in- 
dependence, and  until  the  return  of  the  father  from 
the  field.  He  was  later  married  to  Miss  IMargaret 
Tripp,  and  they  became  the  parents  of  six  children 
— Egbert,  Wyllis,  Anise,  Israel,  Lyman  and  Stephen 
P.  After  tlie  Wj'oming  massacre  the  father  of 
Benjamin  Shaw,  unable  to  endure  the  scene  where 
two  of  his  boys  had  been  murdered,  joined  his 
family  in  Dutchess  County,  N.  Y.,  to  which  region 
the  mother  finallj-  made  her  escape,  and  where  they 
both  spent  the  remainder  of  their  days,  passing 
away  about  the  years  1808  and  1826,  resi)ectively. 

Stephen  P.  Shaw  soon  after  reaching  manhood 
became  a  resident  of  Dutchess  County,  N.  Y..  and 
there  met  his  future  wife,  Miss  Hannah  Hicks,  a 
daughter  of  one  of  the  most  prominent  and  highly 
respected  families.  In  the  l)iography  of  Stephen 
V.  Shaw,  on  another  page  in  this  volume,  will  be 
found  a  partial  history  of  the  Hicks  family,  not  as 
extended,  it  is  true,  as  their  importance  merits, 
but  enough  to  give  an  idea  of  their  standing  among 
the  New  England  families  of  that  period.  They 
had  their  coat  of  arms,  adopted  bj'  their  English 
ancestors,  and  preserved  their  pride  of  birth  with 
all  the  natural  chivalry  of  the  race.  The  Hicks 
coat  of  arms  was  in  the  form  of  a  shield,  sur- 
mounted by  the  head  of  a  unicorn,  and  underneath 
on  a  scroll  banner  the  words.  "  Libert}'  and  Friend- 
ship." 

To  Stephen  P.  and  Hannah  (Hicks)  Shaw  there 
were  born  ten  children,  namelj'.-  William,  Egbert, 
Margaret,  P^mil}',  John  B.,  Almira,  Hannah,  Re- 
becca, James  L  and  Stephen  V.  The  parents  spent 
their  last  years  in  Gage  County-,  Neb.  Their  daugh- 
ter Hannah,  the  subject  of  this  biography,  was  born 
in  Dutchess  Countj',  N.  Y.,  Dec.  31,  1834.  and  was 
the  seventh  child  of  the  f.amii^'.  They  lived  in  a 
quiet  Quaker  settlement  in  LaGrange  Township, 
where  Hannah,  in  common  with  the  younger  chil- 
dren, attended  school,  and  obtained  the  first  rudi- 
ments of  education.  At  the  age  of  ten  years  her 
parents  decided  upon  a  change  of  location,  and  re- 
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moved  to  Litchfield  County,  Conn.,  settling  two 
and  one-half  miles  from  the  town  of  Salisbury.  In 
the  latter  our  subject  resumed  her  studies,  and 
completed  a  very  good  education.  Slie  w.as  just 
blossoming  into  "  sweet  sixteen  "  when  her  parents 
left  New  England,  and  took  up  their  abode  among 
the  early  residents  of  Kenosha  County.  \Yis.,  where 
thej-  lived  until  1857,  when  they  came  to  Nebr.oska. 
They  left  Wisconsin  on  the  Glh  of  Miy,  and  arrived 
at  their  destination  on  the  Gtli  of  July  following, 
having  mavle  the  journey  overland  with  ox-teams. 

At  tlie  time  of  the  arrival  of  the  Shaw  family 
in  the  Nemaha  Valley,  there  was  but  one  solitarj' 
settler  within  its  borders,  John  O.  Adams,  who  had 
come  a  short  time  previously.  Hannah  Shaw,  while 
in  Wisconsin,  had  made  the  acquaintance  of  Mr. 
George  Noxon.  who.  it  transpired,  was  a  native  of 
her  own  county  in  New  York  State,  and  thus  with 
mutual  interests  to  begin  with  they  soon  found  they 
had  similar  tastes,  which  culminated  in  a  warm  af- 
fection, and  their  marriage  on  the  15th  of  March, 
1860.  Mr.  Noxon  was  born  June  7,  1830,  and 
spent  the  earlier  part  of  his  life  in  New  York.  He 
came  to  Nebraska  with  George  Gale  in    1^.18. 

After  their  marriage  Rlr.  and  Mrs.  Noxon,  who 
were  one  of  the  first  cou|)les  to  be  made  one  in  the 
Nemaha  Valley,  settled  ui)on  the  homestead  claim 
which  Mr.  Noxon  had  secured,  and  which  now  com- 
prises the  farm  occupied  by  Mr.  James  Shaw. 
About  1864,  the  health  of  Mr.  Noxon  failing,  he 
repaired  to  the  bracing  climate  of  Colorado,  where  he 
remained  for  one  and  one-half  years,  and  thus  practi- 
cally forfeited  his  claim  to  his  homestead,  and  felt 
bound  in  honor  to  relinquish  it.  He,  however,  resided 
there  for  four  years  afterward,  and  there  looked 
his  last  upon  the  scenes  of  earth,  his  decease  taking 
place  Sept.  21.  1870.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Noxon 
there  had  been  born  two  children  only — Stephen 
S.  and  Georgia  M.  The  latter  is  now  the  wife  of 
David  Ripley,  of  Adams  Township. 

After  the  death  of  her  husband  Mrs.  Noxon 
started  a  small  store  in  Leona,  and  soon  received 
the  appointment  of  Postmistress.  She  struggled 
bravely  with  many  difficulties,  and  lived  at  that 
place  until  1880,  when  she  changed  the  scene  of 
her  labors  to  Adams,  purchasing  the  store  of  Mr. 
Patterson,  and  conducting  for  some  time  the  only 
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general  merehardisinij  in  the  place.  She  soon  here 
also  received  tlie  appointment  of  Postmistress,  and 
is  now  serving  her  eigiitii  j'ear  in  that  capacity, 
which  is  sufficient  indication  of  the  manner  in  which 
she  has  conducted  both  her  own  business  and  that 
of  the  public  at  large.  Her  perseverance  has  met 
with  its  legitimate  reward,  and  she  is  now  in  pos- 
session of  a  competency  for  her  declining  years. 

Mrs.  Noxon,  as  a  lady  of  more  than  ordinary  in- 
telligence, has  always  taken  a  lively  interest  in  the 
growth  and  prosperity  of  Nebraska,  and  as  the  wife 
of  one  of  its  pioneers  endured  all  the  hardships 
and  privation  inseparable  from  the  settlement  of  a 
new  country,  when  the  facilities  for  communica- 
tion with  the  outer  world  were  exceedingly-  limiteil. 
She  has  always  been  the  friend  of  education  and 
progress,  and  when  the  establishment  of  a  Presby- 
terian Church  societ3'  was  decided  upon,  entered 
heartily  into  the  i)lan,  and  was  one  of  its  charter 
members.  She  has  since  continued  with  this  body, 
and  has  contributed  of  her  means  to  its  support. 
She  has  decided  ideas  upon  the  political  questions 
of  the  day,  and  is  in  favor  of  Democratic  rule,  ac- 
cording to  the  theories  of  Jefferson.  Socially,  Mrs. 
Noxon  belongs  to  the  Pleasant  Plain  Lodge,  I.  O. 
G.  T.,  and  has  been  largely  instrumental  in  its 
prosperity. 


^<-p^^^ 


Y^j  EV.  JOHN  PATTERSON.  In  every  com- 
lltiir  munity  there  are  men  who  stand  at  the 
(lii  W.  head  of  public  affairs,  and  whose  word  is 
\^considered  authority  in  public  and  private 
matters.  It  is  impossible  for  a  resident  of  a  com- 
munity to  rise  to  the  rank  of  leader  unless  he 
possesses  certain  qualifications,  by  the  exercise  of 
which  he  can  place  himself  in  sympathy  with  the 
minds  and  hearts  of  the  people  at  large.  In  edu- 
cated and  Christian  society  there  is  a  certain  rank 
accorded  by  acclamation  to  the  men  who  devote 
their  lives  to  the  cause  of  the  church  and  Chris- 
tianitj' ;  by  common  consent  they  are  acknowledged 
as  the  criterion  by  which  facts,  principles  and  con- 
duct are  tested  in  order  to  obtain  a  correct  judgment 
concerning  them. 

Among  those  who  have  aided  in  the  spreading  of 


the  Gospel  and  the  elevation  of  the  morals  of  so- 
ciety' in  this  section  and  vicinity,  our  subject  takes 
prominence  as  a  man  of  able  attainments  and  un- 
exceptionable character.  Mr.  Patterson  was  born 
on  the  26th  of  October,  1836,  in  Licking  County, 
Ohio,  and  is  a  son  of  Ephraim  Patterson,  who  was 
a  native  of  Virginia.  Leaving  his  native  State  of 
Virginia  he  went  to  Ohio,  and  was  numbered  among 
the  early  pioneers  of  Licking  Count}',  afterward 
emigrating  to  Johnson  County,  Iowa,  in  the  year 
1849.  Our  subject  spent  his  early  years  on  his 
father's  farm,  and  received  a  common-school  edu- 
cation, supplementing  it  with  a  course  of  study  at 
the  Iowa  City  College,  which  bears  a  N.ational  repu- 
tation for  its  excellent  system  of  education,  and 
the  ample  opportunities  afforded  its  students  to 
thoroughly  master  any  of  the  branches  of  learning. 

In  1870  our  subject  came  to  Liberty  Townshij) 
and  settled  on  section  23,  and  at  that  time  entered 
the  Eastern  Nebraska  Conference  of  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church.  For  six  years  he  conscientiously 
discharged  the  duties  of  a  minister  of  the  Gospel 
on  this  circuit,  and  was  then  transferi-ed  to  Vesta 
Circuit,  in  which  he  preached  for  eighteen  months 
At  the  end  of  that  time  he  was  appointed  to  the 
circuit  of  Pleasant  Hill,  in  which  he  remained  for 
one  year,  and  then  settled  on  his  present  farm  in 
the  spring  of  1877.  He  owns  160  acres  of  good 
farming  land  on  section  23,  on  which  he  makes  his 
home,  and  engages  in  the  various  duties  of  a  farmer 
and  stock-raiser. 

On  the  4th  of  December,  1857,  Mr.  Patterson 
was  united  in  marriage  with  Rebecca  A.  Middleton, 
a  daughter  of  Joseph  Middleton,  deceased.  She  w.as 
born  in  Washington  County,  Iowa,  and  to  her  and 
her  husband  have  been  born  three  children,  their 
names — Sylvester,  Jacob  S.  and  Celestia.  Sylvester 
married  Miss  Aurilla  M.  McMains,  lives  in  Bent 
County,  Col.,  and  is  the  father  of  four  children — 
Smilej',  Ethel  A.,  John  R.  and  Celestia  I.;  Jacob 
married  Miss  Nora  Crusej',  and  they  with  their  in- 
fant son  make  their  home  with  our  subject;  Celes- 
tia was  married  to  George  Owens,  of  Libert}',  and 
they  have  one  child,  named  Frances.  Our  subject 
is  very  happy  in  the  possession  of  the  friendship 
and  respect  of  the  people  of  his  community,  and 
does  not  seek  to  exchange  the  title  which  he  bears 
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so  honorabli-  for  that  of  any  public  office  that 
would  bring  with  it  the  cares  and  responsibilities  of 
a  politician.  He  is  an  active  member  of  the  I.  O. 
O.  F. 


WILLIAM  A.  FOREMAN.  The  reputation 
of  the  gentleman  whose  life  is  herein  epito- 
mized, is  quite  widespread  and  favorable 
to  him,  as  a  man  of  business,  stock-raiser  and  citi- 
zen. His  farm  and  residence  are  situated  on  sec- 
tion 8  of  Logan  Township.  He  is  the  son  of  James 
H.  and  Frances  M.  (Carr)  Foreman.  His  father 
was  born  in  New  York  in  1828.  His  chosen  call- 
ing was  in  the  lumber  trade,  and  he  became  the 
owner  of  a  sawmill  in  Pennsylvania.  In  1858  he 
moved  to  Adams  County,  Wis.,  and  purchased  120 
acres  of  land,  which  he  farmed  successfully,  at  the 
same  time  retaining  his  interest  in  the  lumber  trade 
in  Wisconsin.  In  1864  he  removed  to  Mitchell 
County,  Iowa,  and  began  farming  at  Osage,  leaving 
there  in  1870  for  DeWitt,  Neb.,  where  he  home- 
steaded  eighty  acres  of  land,  and  farmed  the  same 
until  the  year  1886.  He  is  at  present  living  in 
Narka,  Kan. 

Mrs.  Foreman  was  born  in  New  York  in  the  same 
year  as  her  husband,  and  after  a  happy  wedded  life 
of  many  years  died  in  18G5.  They  were  the  par- 
ents of  eight  children,  whose  names  are  here  given: 
Phebe  A.,  William  A.;  F"rancis  A.,  and  James  IL, 
deceased  ;  Daniel  M.,  Hannah  AI.,  Agnes  R.  and  Net- 
tie M.  With  the  exception  of  Nettie,  who  makes 
Ler  home  with  her  father,  all  the  daughters  are 
married.  Daniel  is  mining  in  Colorado.  The  cloud 
upon  the  family  histor3'  is  connected  with  the  death 
of  James  H.;  he  had  been  to  Ellsworth,  Kan.,  and 
was  on  his  waj^  home;  he  had  advanced  beyond 
the  Saline  River,  but  it  was  found  had  not  crossed 
the  Smoky  River.  Our  subject,  who  went  out 
to  try  to  discover  him,  found  that  he  had  been 
murdered  in  cold  blood  between  these  two  rivers, 
it  is  supposed  for  the  purpose  of  robbing  him  of 
what  money  was  on  his  person.  The  murderer 
could  never  be  traced. 

Our  subject  was  born  in  Lycoming  County,  Pa., 
on  the  5th  of  May,  1848,  and  remained  under  the 
shelter  of  his  father's  roof  until  1865.     He  had  al- 


ready received  by  that  time  a  good  common-school 
education.  The  years  1866  to  1868  were  S|)ent  at 
C'edai'  Valley  College,  Osage,  Iowa,  in  the  work  of 
preparation  for  the  profession  of  the  pedagogue. 
He  has,  with  increasing  popularity  and  more  impor- 
tant and  substantial  results,  been  retained  as  teacher 
in  his  home  district,  Logan,  for  eight  successive 
years,  a  fact  that  speaks  with  no  uncertain  sound 
regarding  his  ability  in  his  profession.  In  addition 
to  the  school  duties,  he  is  operating  a  farm  in 
Logan  of  eighty  acres  in  extent.  All  the  improve- 
ments that  are  to  be  found  thereon  and  the  work 
of  cultivation  are  the  work  of  his  own  hands,  for 
which  too  much  credit  cannot  be  given  him. 

The  marriage  of  our  subject  was  celebrated  on 
the  5th  of  March,  1876,  in  Logan  Township,  the 
lady  of  his  choice  being  Sarah  E.  Mumford,  who 
is  the_  daughter  of  John  B.  Mumford,  a  sketch  of 
whose  life  will  be  found  in  this  volume,  to  which 
we  would  refer  the  reader  for  further  information. 
Their  marriage  has  proved  for  both  a  most  happy 
union,  and  it  has  been  blessed  b}-  the  birth  of  three 
children — F^rnest  M.,  Walter  W.  and  Arthur  A. 

Upon  his  farm  our  subject  gives  attention  to 
the  raising  of  grain,  but  is  more  interested  in 
stock,  and  is  the  owner  of  some  very  fine  animals. 
Perhai)s  the  best  of  these  in  every  regard  is  a  beau- 
tiful Clydesdale  stallion,  "  Duke  of  Devonshire," 
sired  by  '•  Devonshire."  This  splendid  creature 
stands  about  sixteen  and  a  half  hands  in  heighti 
and  is  one  of  the  finest  horses  in  the  county  for 
draft  purposes. 

Mr.  Foreman  takes  deep  interest  in  political  mat- 
ters, and  endeavors  to  keep  himself  thoroughly 
posted  on  all  matters  of  civic  and  governmental  in- 
terest. He  was  nominated  by  the  labor  partes  and 
indorsed  by  the  Democratic  party,  for  the  office  of 
Superintendent  of  Schools,  but  Gage  being  a  very 
strong  Republican  county,  he  was  defeated  by  M. 
D.  Horhain,  the  Republican  candidate.  He  has  been 
Assessor  in  Logan  for  two  years,  in  1881-82,  and  is 
at  present  a  Justice  of  the  Peace.  It  will  be  no- 
ticed from  the  above  that  the  political  creed  of  our 
subject  is  that  of  the  Democratic  party,  and  he  will 
doubtless  continue,  as  in  the  past,  an  active  sup- 
porter of  the  same.  Mrs.  Foreman  is  a  member  of 
the  Latter-Day  Saints'  Church,  and  is  a  lady  whom 
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to  know  is  to  admire  and  respect,  a*  is  patent  to 
those  whose  jirivilege  it  is  to  meet-.her.  Although 
her  husbanrl  is  not  connected  with  any  ch\irch  or- 
ganization, he  is  a  gentleman  who  entertains  the 
most  punctilious  regard  for  all  tlie  proprieties  of 
societ}',  and  is  a  constant  friend  of  good  morals  and 
a  higher  plane  of  living,  and,  with  his  wife,  enjoys 
the  confidence  and  esteem  of  the  community  at 
large. 

_>, ..o^..SJ^<^f®..oto ,.-- 

\l/^-^  ENRY  H.  JONES,  a  representative  farmer 
l|l)\j  and  stock-raiser  of  Highland  Township,  is 
^^  the  owner  of  ICO  acres  on  section  30,  and 
((JQ)  eightj'  acres  on  section  31,  and  is  looked 
upon  as  one  of  the  most  reliable  men  of  this  region. 
Ills  early  home  was  in  far  New  England,  in  Penob- 
scot County,  IMe.,  where  his  birth  took  place  Aug. 
27,  1853.  His  parents,  Cyrus  and  Sarah  (Mc- 
Laughlin) Jones,  were  also  of  New  England  birth 
and  parentage.  This  branch  of  the  Jones  family  is 
believed  to  have  been  of  Scotch  ancestry,  while  the 
mother  of  our  subject  traced  her  forefathers  back 
to  Ii^ngland. 

Our  subject  when  a  little  lad  of  seven  years  was 
brought  by  his  parents  to  Lee  County,  111.,  where 
the  father  died  a  few  months  later.  The  family 
was  left  with  little  means,  and  Henry  H.  was  early 
in  life  tlirown  upon  his  own  resources.  He  remained 
with  his  mother  until  a  lad  of  thirteen,  then  com- 
menced working  out  on  a  farm,  and  vvas  thus  occu- 
pied until  reaching  his  majority.  Li  the  spring  of 
1871  be  left  Illinois,  and  crossing  the  Mississippi, 
stoi)ped  in  Adams  County,  Iowa,  where  he  was  em- 
ployed in  breaking  prairie  until  in  October  follow- 
ing, and  then  came  to  this  county.  In  Highland 
Towi.ship  he  homesteaded  eight}'  acres  of  land  on 
section  30,  which  he  still  retains,  and  which  at  that 
time  was  in  its  virgin  state.  He  endured  in  com- 
mon with  the  pioneers  about  him  the  hardships, 
toils  and  privations  of  the  early  settler,  but  like 
most  of  them  his  labors  met  with  their  legitimate 
reward.  In  addition  to  carrying  on  the  cultiva- 
tion of  his  land,  lie  added  to  its  area,  and  has  now 
one  of  tiie  finest  homesteads  in  his  township,  and 
wliich  indicates  in  a  substantial  manner  the  perse- 
verance  and    industry  with  which   he  has  labored. 


Among  the  self-made  men  of  this  county  there  are 
none  who  have  made  a  worthier  record. 

Three  years  following  his  arrival  in  this  county 
Mr.  Jones  was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Jennie 
E.  Fender,  the  wedding  taking  place  at  the  home  of 
the  bride  in  Uixon.  Lee  County,  Jan.  1,  1874. 
Mrs.  Jones  was  born  in  Lee  Count}',  111.,  Feb.  25, 
1857.  and  is  the  daughter  of  Solomon  and  Elizabeth 
(Hall)  Fender,  who  were  natives  of  North  Carolina 
and  Kentucky  res[)ectively,  and  are  both  now  de- 
ceased. Of  this  union  there  are  two  children  living: 
Myrtle  E.,  born  July  17,  1876,  and  Mayfield  L.,  June 
7,  1886.  Bertha  M.  is  deceased.  Both  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Jones  are  members  in  good  standing  of  the  Church 
of  God,  and  in  social  circles  of  their  community 
occupy  a  leading  position.  Our  subject  is  a  strict 
Republican,  politically,  and  has  been  quite  promi- 
nent in  local  affairs.  In  June,  1887,  he  vvas 
appointed  to  fill  an  unexpired  term'as  Township 
Supervisor,  and  in  November  following  was  duly 
elected  to  the  same  office.  He  has  served  as  Treasurer 
of  the  School  Board  in  his  district  for  a  period  of  ten 
years.  As  one  of  the  pioneer  settlers  of  his  town- 
ship he  has  been  closely  identified  with  its  business 
and  agricultural  interests,  and  has  noted  with  that 
satisfaction  which  every  intelligent  citizen  feels  its 
progress  and  welfare. 

/p^EORGE  CAMBRIDGE  is  a  successful  and 
(if  ^¥?  *'^'''f*y  general  farmer  residing  on  section 
^^15)  36,  Lincoln  Township,  where  he  has  1 60  acres 
mostly  in  a  well-improved  condition  and  supplied 
with  good  farm  buildings.  He  has  made  his  home 
on  his  present  farm  since  1880,  having  in  that  time 
brought  it  to  its  present  fine  state  of  cultivation. 
He  had  previously  made  his  home  in  Atchison 
County,  Mo.,  for  ten  years,  having  come  to  this 
country  from  Norfolk,  England,  where  he  was  born 
on  the  26th  of  August,  1845,  and  is  of  pure  English 
ancestry.  His  father,  William  Cambridge,  was  a 
native  of  the  same  county,  and  spent  all  his  life  there 
engaged  in  agricultural  pursuits.  He  married  Miss 
Elizabeth  Brown,  who  was  born  in  the  same  county, 
and  was  also  of  English  ancestry,  and  together  the 
parents  of  our  subject  have  arrived  at  a  good  old 
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age.  that  of  the  father  being  eight_v-five  j-cars,  and 
of  the  mother  cighty-fonr  years.  They  are  mem- 
bers of  the  Church  of  England,  and  are  esteemed 
and  lionored  people  wherever  the}'  are  known. 

Our  subject  is  the  youngest  but  one  of  a  family 
of  six  sons  and  five  daughters,  of  wliom  four  sons 
and  all  the  daughters  are  living;  three  of  the  sons 
are  residents  of  the  United  States.  Joseph  Cam- 
bridge, a  brother  of  our  subject,  is  a  resident  of 
Lincoln  Township,  this  county,  and  is  further  men- 
tioned in  this  collection  of  sketches.  Our  subject 
remained  in  his  native  county  until  he  was  nineteen 
years  old,  having  received  an  English  common- 
school  education,  which  is  a  very  thorough  one  in 
all  the  elementary  branches  of  learning,  and  at  the 
age  of  nineteen  he  started  out  alone  for  America. 
After  the  long  \oyagu,  which  must  have  seemed 
very  tiresome  to  him  in  his  condition  without 
friends  and  compelled  to  supply  their  places  by 
making  acquaintance  with  the  companions  of  the 
voyage,  he  landed  in  New  York  City,  and  thence 
went  to  Michigan.  He  made  his  home  in  Saline, 
Washtenaw  County,  at  which  place  he  began  to 
earn  his  livelihood  as  a  farm  laborer,  and  continued 
there  for  three  j-ears. 

AVhen  our  subject  left  Saline  he  moved  to  Mis- 
souri and  there  was  married,  in  Atchison  County,  on 
the  27th  of  December,  1875,  to  Miss  Susanna  Ward, 
who  was  born  in  Woodford  County,  HI.,  on  the  21st 
of  March,  1 853.  She  grew  to  womanhood  in  her  na- 
tive countj'  under  the  shelter  of  her  father's  roof- 
tree,  and  I'eceived  a  good  common-school  education, 
at  the  age  of  twenty-two  years  moving  to  Missouri, 
where  a  little  later  she  was  married  to  our  subject. 
Her  father,  Charles  Ward,  is  a  native  of  Lincoln- 
shire, England,  where  he  grew  to  manhood  and 
married  Miss  Catherine  Bainbridge,  alsoa  native  of 
Lincolnshire,  and  together  they  came  to  the  United 
States  about  the  time  when  tlie  forties  were  ready 
to  give  place  to  the  fifties.  Thej'  are  now  living 
in  Jefferson  County,  this  State,  engaged  in  farming, 
having  come  in  the  spring  of  1885. 

After  our  subject  was  married  he  located  on  a 
farm  in  Atchison  County,  Mo.,  which  was  their 
home  until  they  came  to  this  county  in  1880,  since 
which  time  they  have  proved  themselves  valuable 
members  of  socictj',  and  are  warml}'  esteemed   b}' 


the  jieople  of  their  community.  The}'  have  not 
yet  identified  themselves  with  any  religions  denomi- 
nation, but  are  consistent  Christian  people,  and  l>ear 
unblemished  reputations.  Mr.  Cambridge  is  an 
ardent  Republican,  and  has  held  some  of  the  ofllces 
in  the  gift  of  the  people  of  his  township.  lie  and  his 
wife  are  the  happy  and  indulgent  |)arents  of  five 
ciiildren,  named  Albert,  Eliza  E..  JlinnieO.,  George 
F.  and  Grace,  who  have  brought  much  sunshine  to 
the  household,  it  having  been  darkened  bj'  but  one 
cloud,  which  was  caused  by  the  death  of  Charles  W. 
when  only  a  few  months  old. 


[JACOB  BACIILE  has  been  a  resident  of   this 
I     cc 


I  count}-  since  1875,  and  as  he  has  always 
^.^  j,  been  eng.aged  in  agriculture,  he  has  success- 
(^^1/  fully  managed  his  farm  on  section  IG,  Lin- 
coln Township,  and  has  brought  it  to  a  splendid  state 
of  improvement.  He  has  lived  on  his  present  place 
since  1881,  and  previous  to  his  residence  in  this 
county  he  lived  for  four  years  in  Logan  County, 
III.,  where  he  was  engaged  for  two  years  in  farming 
and  two  years  in  general  labor.  He  was  born  in 
Bavaria,  German}',  on  the  16th  of  August.  1842, 
and  when  he  was  about  twenty-eight  years  old  he 
left  his  native  country  to  try  his  fortunes  in  Amer- 
ica, immediately  upon  his  arrival  locating  in  Logan 
County,  III.  His  father,  Bartc!  Bachle,  was  a  Ba- 
varian farmer,  and  spent  the  whole  time  of  his  life 
in  his  native  country,  his  death  occurring  in  1881, 
when  he  was  seventy-two  years  old.  He  had  mar- 
ried a  German  lady  named  Mary  Ulrich,  and  she 
died  Sept.  7,  1888,  in  Bavaria,  .iged  seventy-seven 
years.  Our  subject  Is  the  sixth  'child  of  a  family 
of  eight,  three  sons  and  five  daughters,  one  of  the 
latter  now  deceaseil. 

In  1870  Mr.  Bachle  landed  in  New  York  City, 
having  just  completed  the  long  ocean  voyage,  and 
three  years  later  he  w.as  married  in  the  county  in 
which  he  had  taken  up  his  residence  to  Miss  Kate 
Raeder.  She  was  born  in  France,  on  the  7th  of 
November,  1849,  and  when  she  was  twentv-one 
years  old  she  had  come  with  her  parents  to  Amer- 
ica. They  first  settled  in  Logan  County,  III.,  but 
since  the  marri.age  of  their  daughter  with  our  sub- 
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jeet  the  parents  have  come  to  Nebraska,  and  now 
make  their  home  in  Lincoln  Township,  where  they 
have  made  many  warm  friends,  By  their  marriage 
our  subject  and  his  wife  are  parents  of  five  children, 
all  of  whom  are  yet  living  at  home,  enjoying  the 
solicitous  care  of  their  parents,  and  bear  the  fol- 
lowing names:  Albert,  Fred,  John,  Edward  and 
Charles. 

Since  his  residence  on  his  present  farm  our  sub- 
ject has  made  many  noticeable  improvements,  which 
add  to  the  appearance  as  well  as  the  utility  of  the 
place,  among  which  may  be  noted  the  attractive 
and  substantial  house,  and  the  commodious  barns 
and  general  farm  buildings,  fences,  etc.,  all  of 
^vhich  si)eak  of  the  industry  and  thrift  of  a  well- 
informed  and  careful  manager.  Our  subject  is 
non-partisan  in  politics,  preferring  to  lend  his  in- 
fluence to  the  election  of  honest  and  honorable  men, 
irrespective  of  party,  rather  than  uphold  an  organi- 
zation of  whose  principles  he  cannot  approve.  He 
is  well  known  as  a  man  of  strict  integrity  and  hon- 
orable business  principles,  and  is  well  liked  for  his 
social  qualifications  Mrs.  Bachle  is  a  member  of 
the  Catholic  Church,  at  Beatrice.  In  religious  be- 
lief-^Ir.  Bachle  is  liberal. 


-^is- 
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OBADIAH  B.  ALLINGTON.  The  subject 
j  of  this  sketch  is  another  link  in  the  chain  of 
_  evidence  of  the  fact  that  the  West  is  largeh' 
the  offspring  of  the  East,  that  its  progress  and  de- 
velopment are  due  to  Eastern  energies,  intelligence 
and  indomitable  perseverance.  He  was  born  in 
Bellona,  Yates  Co.,  N.  Y.,  Feb.  26,  1859,  and  is  the 
son  of  Daniel  K.  and  Emma  E.  (Coffin)  Allington. 
He  was  the  only  child  born  to  his  parents,  wlio 
upon  their  marriage  settled  in  NewY''ork,  and  there 
brought  up  the  little  one  given  them.  The  father 
died  there  on  the  2d  of  December,  1859,  and  the 
mother  came  to  Gage  County  with  our  subject  on 
the  8th  of  March,  1879,  and  still  resides  with  him. 
The  burden  of  the  family  falling  upon  the  shoul- 
ders of  the  widowed  mother,  was  taken  up  with  all 
the  heroic  bravery  with  which  womanhood,  and  more 
especially  motherhood,  is  endowed,  and  the  fact 
that  our  subject  has  attained  to   the  success-be  has, 


demonstrates  the  manner  in  which  the  mother  bore 
the  burden  and  met  the  obligation.  Our  subject 
received  a  fair  English  education,  and  afterward 
engaged  in  farming  in  New  York  State.  In  March 
of  1 879  he  came  to  Nebraska  and  located  on  the 
Big  Blue  River,  about  one  mile  east  of  his  present 
farm,  to  which  he  removed  in  1882.  It  will  have 
been  noted  that  he  attainedJiis  twentieth  birthday 
only  a  few  weeks  prior  to  his  coming  to  Nebraska, 
and  is  still  quite  a  young  man.  In  view  of  the 
past,  and  the  possibilities  of  the  present  outlook, 
it  were  safe  to  predicate  that  the  biography  of  our 
subject  will  contain  after  a  few  years  a  record  of 
success  most  brilliant  and  satisfaetorj'. 

On  the  19th  of  January,  1882,  our  subject  was 
united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Mary  Roderick,  the 
estimable  daughter  of  John  M.  and  Susannah  Rod- 
erick, of  Gage  County,  Neb.,  but  natives  of  Penn- 
sylvania. Their  daughter  Mary  was  born  in  Green 
County,  Wis.,  Jan.  22,  1806,  and  until  her  mar- 
riage her  home  was  with  her  parents.  For  further 
details  regarding  this  interesting  family  the  reader 
is  referred  to  the  sketch  of  Mr.  Roderick,  which 
appears  upon  another  page.  There  have  been  born 
to  our  subject  and  wife  two  children,  viz :  Susie 
E.,  who  was  born  on  the  23d  of  April,  1884,  and 
Frank  D.,  on  the  20th  of  March,  1886. 

The  farm  of  Mr.  Allington  comprises  160  acres, 
and  is  situated  on  section  25  of  Riverside  Township. 
When  he  took  possession  of  the  land  in  1882  it  was 
in  nowise  distinguishable,  excepting  by  the  stakes 
that  marked  it  out  from  the  surrounding  prairie, 
but  our  subject  went  to  work,  bringing  into  requi- 
sition every  particle  of  knowledge  or  experience 
ever  obtained  by  him,  and  backed  it  with  all  the 
restless  energj'  and  magnificent  strength  of  his 
young  manhood.  His  mistakes  he  made  stepping- 
stones  to  ultimate  success;  his  failures  he  examined 
until  he  found  their  Icause,  with  tlie  determination 
that  they  should  find  no  repetition.  Thus  he  has 
struggled  manfully  on,  and  every  succeeding  year 
has  found  him  stronger  and  better  able  to  cope  with 
the  exigencies  of  life  in  a  new  country.  The  en- 
tire farm  is  either  in  a  good  state  of  cultivation  or 
in  pasture.  He  has  provided  substantially  built 
granary,  bam,  corn  crib,  stabling,  etc.,  and  his  resi- 
dence   would  do   credit  to  a    much  older,    more 
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experienced  and  wealthier  man.  Our  subject  con- 
templates the  erection  in  tiie  near  future  of  a  new- 
barn,  which  lias  been  rendered  necessary  by  various 
extensions  in  other  departments,  and  from  the 
preparations  made  to  effect  this,  it  is  certain  to  be 
accomplished,  and  he  will  then  be  the  owner  of  one 
of  the  finest  and  most  complete  in  its  adaptability 
and  convenience  in  the  count}'. 

Our  subject's  wife  is  connected  with  the  Baptist 
Church,  while  his  mother  is  a  member  of  the  Meth- 
odist communion.  This  lad}'  is  a  daughter  of 
Alva  and  Elizabeth  (Fowle)  Cotlin,  who  were 
natives  of  New  York.  Iler  mother  died  in  Yates 
Count}',  N.  Y.,  in  1836;  the  father  married  Harriet 
AUington  the  following  year,  who  proved  a  second 
mother  to  his  child.  Both  our  subject  and  wife 
receive  the  heartiest  respect  of  the  community, 
which  admires  the  manly  pluck,  energy  and  go- 
aheaditiveness  of  Mr.  AUington,  no  less  than  the 
many  estimable  womanly  qualities  of  his  wife.  In 
questions  connected  with  the  political  economy  of 
the  country,  and  the  various  issues  arising  from  the 
same,  our  subject  stands  with  the  Democratic  party, 
and  has  done  so  since  he  has  been  a  voter. 


1-1-4- 


RS.  FANNY  HARDY  is  an  estimable  and 
exemplary  Christian  lady,  who  has  twice 
suffered  the  bereavement  of  an  affectionate 
and  devoted  companion,  and  is  now  making 
her  home  in  Island  Grove  Township.  She  was  born 
in  Nottinghamshire,  England,  Dec.  21,  1826,  and  is 
a  daughter  of  Thomas  Wilkenson.  His  wife's 
maiden  name  was  Cosens;  both  were  born  in  Not- 
tinghamshire, England.  In  the  year  18,il  she  was 
united  in  marriage  with  Mr.  Thomas  Wakefield,  who 
was  also  born  in  Nottinghamshire,  and  whose  an- 
cestors were  residents  of  England.  They  came  to 
America,  and  for  a  time  made  their  home  in  New 
York,  and  in  1852  they  moved  to  Chicago,  where 
they  lived  but  one  month,  when  Mr.  Wakefield 
died.  Of  this  marriage  there  were  five  children, 
but  two  of  whom  are  now  living:  Caroline,  the  wife 
of  John  Thompson,  resides  in  Iowa;  Mary  Ann, 
the  wife  of  Chambers  Adams,  resides  in  Illinois. 
In  1854  our  subject  was  united  in  marriage  with   | 


Mr.  Richard  Hardy,  who  was  born  in  Lincolnshire. 
England,  in  June,  1826.  He  live<l  in  his  native  coun- 
try for  twenty-Bve  years,  after  which  he  came  to 
America  and  made  his  home  in  New  York,  where 
he  remained  two  years.  He  then  went  to  White- 
side County,  111.,  where  he  lived  for  twenty-five 
years,  and  in  1874  he  came  to  this  county,  making 
his  home  in  Island  Grove  Township  until  the  time 
of  his  death,  in  1875.  By  this  marriage  they  had  a 
family  of  eleven  children,  six  of  whom  are  now  liv- 
ing, and  arc  mentioned  as  follows :  George  G.  resides 
in  Logan  County,  Kan.;  Isaac  W.  is  in  Island 
Grove  Township;  Fannie  M.  married  William  Reed, 
and  resides  in  Island  Grove  Township;  Jane  A.  is 
the  wife  of  George  Gallagher,  of  whom  a  sketch  is 
appended:  Arabella  E.  is  the  wife  of  Henry  Woo- 
key,  of  Rawlins  County,  Kan.;  Richard  D.  remains 
unmarried,  an<l  resides  in  Island  Grove  Townsliii). 
Mrs.  Hardy  is  an  esteemed  member  of  the  Method- 
ist Episcopal  Cliurch  at  Blue  Springs,  and  is  leading 
a  life  of  patient  resignation,  devoting  herself  to  her 
children  and  their  happiness. 

The  second  daughter  of  our  subject,  Jane  A.,  is 
the  wife  of  George  Gallagher,  a  well-known  farmer 
residing  on  section  7  of  the  same  township  in  which 
our  subject  resides.  His  father,  Patrick  Gallagher, 
was  born  in  Ireland,  and  his  mother,  Ann  (Harris) 
Gallagher,  was  a  native  of  England.  Both  the 
father  and  mother  came  to  America  while  single, 
and  their  marriage  occurred  in  this  country.  They 
have  a  family  of  eight  children,  of  whom  Mr.  Gal- 
lagher is  the  fourth  child,  and  was  born  in  St. 
Claire,  Mich.,  on  the  22d  of  ftlarch,  1850.  When  iie 
was  fourteen  years  old  he  began  to  work  on  a  farm 
near  Kingston,  DeKalb  Co.,  III.,  where  he  remained 
for  eight  years,  and  at  times  engaged  in  work  as  a 
carpenter.  In  1871  he  came  to  this  SLite  and  made 
his  home  in  Johnson  County,  where  he  was  married 
tf)  Elizabeth  F.  Bates.  She  was  a  native  of  England, 
and  after  her  marriage  became  the  mother  of  one 
child,  who  died  in  1879,  her  own  death  occurring 
in  the  following  year.  1880. 

In  1883  Mr.  Gallagher  married  the  daughter  of 
Richard  and  Fanny  Hardy,  who  was  born  in  While- 
side  County.  III.,  Aug.  22,  1865.  He  is  a  member 
of  the  I.  O.  O.  F.,  of  Blue  Springs  Lodge  No.  84, 
and  has  served  as  a  member  of   the  School  Board 
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for  some  time.  He  is  a  Republican  in  politics,  and 
is  intcreste'l  in  the  political  as  well  as  the  educa- 
tional affairs  of  his  township.  During  the  first  years 
of  his  residence  here  he  experienced  some  hard- 
ships and  met  with  some  misfortunes,  but  now  those 
tr3'ing'  times  are  past,  and  he  is  well  and  comfortably 
situated  on  his  farm,  enjoying  the  confidence  and 
esteem  of  the  residents  of  the  community. 


"-ri?#i 
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'■      ^RED  KRACKE  is   the   owner  of   a   beauti- 

P^  ful  and  highly  cultivated  farming  property 
of  210  acres,  which  is  situated  partly  in 
(irant  and  partly  in  Clatonia  Township,  on  sections 
31  and  6.  This  property  became  our  subject's  in  the 
spring  of  1879,  since  when  he  has  continued  most  in- 
dustriously engaged  in  the  work  of  its  improvement, 
working  assiduously  and  constantly'.  He  has  sup- 
plied his  farm  with  a  very  fine  set  of  farm  buildings, 
such  as  are  usual,  and  for  a  property  of  this  de- 
scription, a  daily  necessity.  These  are  substantially 
built,  well  arranged,  and  excellent  in  their  adapta- 
tion to  the  various  requirements  for  which  they 
were  built. 

Our  subject  obtained  his  land  by  purchase  at  dif- 
ferent times,  and  from  a  small  beginning  has  worked 
his  way  gradually — some  might  even  think,  slowly 
— but  nevertheless  surely,  from  a  sphere  limited 
and  circumscribed  in  possession  and  opportunity,  to 
that  it  is  his  pleasure  to-day  to  occupy.  His  pre- 
vious home  had  been  in  Jackson  County,  Iowa,  for 
the  nine  years  immediately  preceding.  To  that 
place  he  had  come  from  his  German  home,  having 
been  born  in  Hanover,  in  the  German  Empire,  upon 
the  23d  of  December,  1853. 

In  his  native  country  the  subject  ot  our  sketch 
was  educated  and  brought  up.  He  continued  to 
live  with  his  parents  until  he  was  sixteen  years  of 
age,  then,  leaving  his  parents  (they  consenting*  to 
the  change),  he,  with  heart  though  sad  in  taking 
what  might  prove  the  last  farewell,  yet  fired  by  the 
high  hope  and  inspiring  ambition  which  is  the  very 
soul  of  young  manhood,  took  ship  for  the  New 
World,  in  due  time  set  foot  upon  American  soil,  and 
began  life  for  himself.  Going  to  Jackson  County, 
Iowa,  he  speedily  found  work  upon  a  farm  and  began 
i^ 


his  labor,  with  which  he  was  fully  familiar,  although 
in  some  details  work  was  performed  differently  from 
what  he  had  been   used. 

The  marriage  of  our  subject  was  observed  with 
eclat  and  amid  most  pleasurable  congratulations  in 
Clatonia  Township,  March  12,  1884.  The  maiden 
of  his  choice,  who  has  so  completed  the  happiness 
of  his  life,  Ellen  Jleyer,  was  born  in  Hanover,  in 
Germany,  in  the  year  1866.  She  came  to  this 
country  and  State  directly  from  her  Hanoverian 
home  in  the  year  1882,  and  has  since  continued  to 
make  it  her  place  of  residence.  She  is  now  the 
happy  mother  of  three  bright,  healthy  little  ones, 
who  have  received  the  names:  Benjamin,  Lena  and 
Fred. 

In  the  Lutheran  Church,  in  which  they  were  early 
brought  by  baptism  and  confirmation,  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Kracke  have  always  made  their  religious  home, 
continuing  devotedly  attached  to  its  creed  and 
services.  In  matters  political  our  subject  has  es- 
poused the  cause  of  the  Republican  party,  and 
usually  votes  its  ticket.  He  has  drunk  deeply  at 
the  spring  of  American  liberty  and  independence, 
and  is  thoroughly  imbued  with  the  spirit  of  her  citi- 
zens. He  is  progressive,  wide-awake  and  enter- 
prising, of  strict  honor  and  upright  character,  a 
worthy  representative  of  a  worthy  people,  the  Ger- 
man-American citizen. 

~o .^^ ^ 


JOSIAH  A.  SPEER  is  an  energetic  young 
farmer  residing  on  section  34,  Island  Grove 
Township,  and  although  he  has  been  a  resi- 
dent of  this  county  but  three  j'ears  he  is 
building  up  a  splendid  home  and  gaining  a  repu- 
tation for  industry  and  integrity.  His  f.ather,  John 
Speer,  was  born  in  County  Monaghan,  Ireland.  He 
was  quite  a  small  boy  when  he  came  to  America, 
and  made  his  home  in  Jo  Daviess  County,  111. 
There  he  met  Miss  Mary  Moore,  whom  he  afterward 
made  his  wife.  Both  are  now  living  in  the  same 
county  in  which  they  began  life  together,  and  they 
have  reared  a  family  of  eight  children,  seven  of 
whom  are  now  living.  The  father  has  been  en- 
gaged in  farming  and  dealing  in  stock. 

Our  subject  was  born  in  Jo  Daviess  County,  111. 
■► 
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on  the  7tb  of  April.  1862,  and  roniaincd  with  his 
pai-ents  until  be  was  twenty-three  years  old,  receiv- 
ing his  education  in  his  earlier  years  from  the 
Hanover  schools.  In  1885  he  took  the  shaping  of 
his  future  course  in  life  into  his  own  hands,  and 
aware  of  the  inducements  held  forth  by  this  State 
for  active  and  industrious  young  men,  he  came  to 
this  county  and  bought  a  quarter-section  of  land 
in  Island  Grove  Township.  At  the  time  of  his  pur- 
chase the  land  was  worth  $4,350,  being  partly  im- 
proved. He  now  has  115  acres  under  cultivation, 
from  which  be  realizes  abundant  crops  of  grain  and 
general  farm  produce,  and  gives  special  attention  to 
the  raising  of  live  stock.  The  buildings,  including 
a  good  house  and  commodious  barns,  are  in  good 
condition,  and  the  farm  presents  an  attractive  ap- 
pearance. 

On  the  1st  of  September,  1887.  our  subject  was 
united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Mattie  McKcague,  who 
was  born  on  the  25th  of  December,  18G1,  in  Can-oil 
Countj-,  111.  She  is  a  daughter  of  Andrew  and  Bessie 
McKeague,  who  were  natives  of  Ireland,  and  had 
come  to  the  United  States  in  the  year  1850.  There  is 
a  family  of  seven  children  in  their  household,  of 
whom  the  wife  of  our  subject  was  the  fourth  born. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Speer  are  esteemed  members  of  the 
United  Presbyterian  Church,  of  Liberty,  and  in  the 
short  time  of  their  residence  here  they  have  won  a 
host  of  friends  and  acquaintances.  Mr.  Speer 
affiliates  with  the  Republican  party  in  politics,  and 
Is  interested  in  the  general  improvement  and  ad- 
vancement of  the  public  welfare. 


e  HENRY  KLIPPER.  one  of  the  oldest  liv- 
ing settlers  of  this  county,  is  comfortably 
located  on  section  28  in  Clatonia  Township. 
He  came  to  the  Great  West  during  the  period  of 
its  earliest  settlement,  and  has  been  no  unimportant 
factor  in  the  development  of  Gage  Count}',  build- 
ing up  one  of  its  most  creditable  homesteads. 

Our  subject,  a  native  of  Scioto  County,  Ohio, 
was  born  Sept.  1,  1848,  and  is  the  son  of  Henr}' 
and  Mary  Klipper.  who  were  natives  of  German}'. 
They  had  a  large  family  of  children,  of  whom   the 


following  survive:  C.  Henry;  AVilliam,  a  resident 
of  Lincoln,  this  State;  John,  a  well-to-do  farmer  of 
Clatonia  Township,  where  Herman  also  lives;  Louis, 
in  Saline  County;  Frank,  in  Clatonia  Township; 
Anne,  the  wife  of  Frederick  Sauble,  of  Saline 
County,  and  Lena,  the  wife  of  William  Gutcsmyer, 
also  of  Saline  County.  The  parents  are  residents 
of  this  county. 

When  a  youth  of  nineteen  years  our  subject 
with  his  parents  left  the  Buckeye  State,  and  coming 
to  this  county,  the  father  purchased  a  tract  of 
land  on  section  32  in  Clatonia  Township  along  Cla- 
tonia Creek.  Their  neighbors  were  few  and  far  be- 
tween, and  there  was  little  evidence  of  the  white 
settler  in  this  region.  Henry  Klipper,  the  elder, 
lived  and  labored  in  true  pioneer  fashion,  being  re- 
warded in  his  efforts  at  building  up  a  homestead, 
and  now,  with  his  estimable  wife,  is  spending  his  de- 
clining 3'ears  surrounded  bj'  ever}'  comfort,  and 
making  his  home  among  his  friends  and  children  in 
this  county. 

In  1869  our  subject  homesteaded  eighty  acres  of 
laud  on  section  28,  in  Clatonia  Township.  He  had 
received  a  rudimentary  education  in  his  native  State, 
and  when  about  fourteen  years  of  age  began  to 
work  in  an  iron  furnace  in  his  native  county,  where 
he  was  employed  several  years.  He  subsequently 
resumed  farming  as  more  congenial  to  his  Uistes  and 
capacities,  and  has  followed  this  occupation  the 
greater  part  of  his  life.  After  coming  to  Nebraska 
he  was  married,  Jan.  15,  1873,  to  Miss  Dora  E. 
Baake,  a  native  of  Germany,  and  the  daughter  of 
Carl  and  Dora  E.  Baake,  who  are  now  residents  of 
Lancaster  County,  this  State.  This  union  resulted 
in  the  birth  of  four  children,  one  of  whom,  Alfred, 
died  when  three  years  ohl.  Those  living  are  Al- 
vena,  Martha  and  John. 

The  farm  of  oiu- subject  comprises  120  .acres  of 
land,  he  having  added  to  his  first  property,  and  has 
brought  the  whole  to  a  good  state  of  cultivation. 
He  votes  the  straight  Republican  ticket,  and  has 
served  three  years  as  Treasurer  of  his  school  dis- 
trict, being  warmly  interested  in  securing  to  the 
young  those  educational  advantages  which  will 
make  of  them  intelligent  and  reliable  citizens. 
Both  he  .and  his  estimable  wife  are  members  in  good 
standing  of  the  German  Methodist  Episcopal  Church, 
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in  whose  interests  thej'  have  labored  as  thej'  iiave 
had  opportunity  for  many  years.  Their  home  and 
its  surroundings  present  a  pleasant  picture  of  rural 
life,  and  the  family  is  one  of  the  most  highly  re- 
spected in  the  community. 


JOSEPH  CAMBRIDGE  is  a  prominent  and 
highly  respected  citizen  living  on  section  36, 
Lincoln  Township,  on  a  good  and  well-im- 
proved farm  of  eighty  acres.  He  secured 
his  present  farm  in  the  spring  of  1880,  with  some 
improvements  already  made,  and  he  has  since  put 
it  in  a  good  state  of  cultivation,  and  made  of  it  a 
fine  and  valuable  farm.  Previous  to  his  coming  to 
this  countj'  he  resided  in  Atchison  Count}',  Mo.,  in 
which  place  he  had  made  a  farm  from  the  wild  and 
uncultivated  land,  planted  an  orchard  of  fruit  trees, 
and  erected  good  and  substantial  buildings.  He 
remained  there  for  ten  years,  during  which  time  be 
succeeded  fairly  well,  but  he  wished  to  attain  even 
greater  success,  and  came  to  this  count}',  drawn 
hither  no  doubt  by  the  great  inducements  offered 
by  the  natural  resources  of  this  fertile  country.  He 
is  a  native  of  Norfolk  County,  England,  where  lie 
was  born  on  the  17th  of  November,  1842,  and  is 
the  next  oldest  living  son  of  William  Cambridge, 
of  whom  a  more  complete  mention  is  made  in  the 
biography  of  George  Cambridge,  a  brother  of  our 
subject. 

Our  subject  spent  his  early  years  in  his  native 
county,  and  when  he  became  of  age  he  served  an  ap- 
prenticeship to  learn  the  hardwaj-e  business,  en- 
gaging in  it  for  a  period  of  about  four  years,  after 
which  he  went  to  London,  and  there  made  his  home 
for  nine  months.  He  then  -nent  on  a  voyage  to  Port 
Natal.  Africa,  <Uiring  the  time  of  the  journey  act- 
ing as  second  steward  on  the  sailing-vessel  ''The 
City  of  Rochester,"  under  command  of  Capt.  Bruce. 
He  then  returned  to  England  on  the  ■'Evangeline." 
and  remained  at  home  for  some  months,  when  he 
again  entrusted  himself  to  the  '-briny  deep,"  and 
went  to  Nova  Scotia.  There  he  engaged  in  farm- 
ing and  made  his  home  for  two  j'ears,  afterward 
spending  two  seasons  in  Michigan,  and  thence  mov- 


ing   to  Missouri,   a  brief  mention   having  already 
been  made  of  his  residence  in  the  latter  place. 

Our  subject  was  united  in  marriage  in  Atchison 
County.  Mo.,  on  tlie  30th  of  November,  1874,  to 
Miss  Susanna  Sweetman,  who  was  born  in  Toronto, 
Canada,  on  the  21st  of  May,  1843,  and  is  of  En- 
glish parentage.  Her  parents  came  from  England 
to  Canada,  and  later  to  the  United  States,  making 
their  home  in  Michigan,  where  the  father  died  some- 
what past  middle  life.  The  mother,  whose  maiden 
name  was  Cecelia  Baldwin,  is  now  living  near  Hills- 
dale, Mich.,  and  has  arrived  at  the  advanced  age  of 
eighty -seven  years.  Mrs.  Cambridge  grew  to  woman- 
hood in  lier  native  city,  and  spent  her  time  in 
learning  the  useful  accomplishments  which  are  so 
necessary  for  the  good  management  of  a  household. 
She  is  the  mother  of  one  bright,  intelligent  child, 
named  Anna  E.  S.  The  mother  is  a  member  of  the 
Catholic  Church,  and  the  father  has  joined  himself 
to  the  Episcopal  Church.  In  politics  he  is  a  very 
ardent  Republican,  and  has  done  all  in  his  power  to 
promote  the  cause  and  success  of  that  political  or- 
ganization. As  a  successful  and  enterprising  citi- 
zen, and  as  an  intelligent,  industrious,  genial  and 
true-hearted  man,  he  is  entitled  to  the  esteem  which 
is  accorded  him  by  the  people  of  his  community. 


UFUS  C.  BROOKS.  AVar  is  sometimes  in- 
[g^  evitable,  and  cruel  and  heartless  as  its  rav- 
ages are  known  to  be,  it  is  sometimes  the 
^only  resort  by  which  the  rights  of  a  people 
can  be  protected  or  maintained.  When  its  cause  is 
in  and  for  the  right,  then  to  participate  in  it  be- 
comes most  honorable  and  praiseworthy.  We  have 
always  taken  great  pleasure  in  giving  credit  where 
credit  is  due,  and  we  never  fail  to  recognize  and 
appreciate  the  immeasurable  honor  due  to  those 
whose  valor  gained  for  us  the  peace  and  prosperity 
which  we  now  enjoj'.  Right  glad  are  we  that  in  the 
gentleman  whose  name  appears  at  the  head  of  this 
shetch  we  find  another  one  of  those  brave  and  val- 
iant men  whom  it  is  our  delight  to  honor. 

Our  subject  is  the  son  of  George  and  Mary 
(Tucker)  Brooks,  both  natives  of  Allegheny  County, 
Pa.,  where  thcj'  grew  to  maturity  and  were  mar- 
m^ 
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lied.  In  the  spring  of  1852  llie_v  moved  to  Dela- 
ware County,  Ohio,  where  tliey  spent  the  remainder 
of  their  days,  the  death  of  the  father  occurring  in 
18d4,  and  that  of  the  mother  in  1S65.  They  wei'e 
the  parents  of  twenty  chiUlren,  ten  of  whom  sur- 
vive, are  married  and  have  families. 

Mr.  Brooks  was  the  tentli  child  of  the  family,  his 
birth  occurring  on  the  14th  of  August,  1833.  On 
the  24th  of  December,  1854,  he  was  united  in  mar- 
riage with  Miss  Sarah  E.  Badgley,  a  daughter  of 
P.  D.  and  Mary  Badgley,  of  Wood  County,  Ya. 
Mrs.  Brooks  was  born  on  the  18th  of  August, 
1827,  in  the  count3'  and  State  above  mentioned. 
To  our  subject  and  his  wife  there  was  given  a  fam- 
ily of  six  children,  whom  we  name  as  follows:  Isa- 
bel E.,  Evaline,  Manora,  Mary  A.,  Grant  and 
Clystia  E.  Evaline  was  born  on  the  23d  of  Sep- 
tember, 1857,  and  died  on  the  10th  of  May.  1884; 
Clystia  E.  was  born  on  the  14th  of  February,  1870, 
and  died  on  the  26th  of  August,  1877. 

At  the  breaking  out  of  the  war  our  subject  en- 
listed in  Company  G,  96lh  Ohio  Infantry,  under 
the  command  of  Capt.  Kimble,  at  Delaware,  Ohio, 
and  served  with  this  company  for  three  years.  He 
was  in  a  number  of  heavy  engagements, and  during 
the  three  years  of  service  was  not  sick  for  one  day 
nor  missed  a  battle  in  which  his  command  took 
part,  fortunately  never  having  received  a  wound. 
Among  the  places  noted  in  the  history  of  the  war 
at  or  near  which  the  command  of  our  subject  par- 
ticipated in  an  engagement  there  were  the  follow- 
ing: Vicksburg,  Arkansas  Post,  Ft.  JNIorgan,  Ft. 
Gaines,  Ft.  Blakely,  Spanish  Fort,  Mobile  and  Sa- 
bine Cross  Roads.  Our  subject  enlisted  on  the  6th 
of  August,  1862;  he  was  mustered  out  at  Mobile, 
Ala.,  and  discharged  at  Columbus,  Ohio. 

After  the  marriage  of  our  subject  in  Virginia,  he 
remained  in  that  State  and  engaged  in  farming 
until  the  year  1859,  when  he  removed  to  Delaware 
County,  Ohio,  and  made  his  home  there  until  1869. 
In  that  year  he  moved  to  this  State  and  home- 
steaded  a  quarter-section  of  land  on  section  27, 
Sicily  Township,  aud  then  sold  it  in  1878  and  im- 
mediately bought  his  present  farm.  At  that  time 
the  land  was  wild  and  unbroken,  and  he  paid 
S3. 50  per  acre  for  it.  His  fariri  now  consists  of 
120  acres  of  fine  laud,  on  which  he  has  made   many 
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improvements,  building  a  fine  house  and  barn  and 
other  necessary  buildings.  The  fields  are  all  fenced 
and  in  a  fine  state  of  cultivation. 

Our  subject  deserves  not  a  little  credit  for  hav- 
ing brought  the  previously  uncultivated  land  to 
such  a  fine  state  and  appearance.  Besides  raising 
grain,  he  devotes  considerable  attention  to  the 
breeding  of  Poland-China  hogs  and  keeps  some 
cattle.  lie  has  been  very  successful  in  his  farm 
produce,  and  is  very  nicely  situated,  lie  is  a 
member. of  the  Republican  part}',  giving  some  at- 
tention to  politics,  and  being  interested  in  the  ad- 
vancement and  improvement  of  his  county  and  the 
community  in  which  he  lives.  His  wife  was  an  es- 
teemed and  active  member  of  the  Christian  Church, 
at  Wymore,  and  he  enjoys  the  confidence  of  his 
neighbors  as  a  highly  respected  and  reputable  man. 
Mrs.  Brooks  died  on  the  31st  of  August,  1888, 
and  many  friends  and  neighbors  now  mourn  her 
loss,  as  she  was  a  kind  wife,  mother  and  neighbor. 

J"OSEPH  LATSHAAV.  Highland  Township  has 
among  its  prosperous  farmers  and  stock- 
I  raisers  few  wlio  are  more  deserving  of  no- 
'  tice  than  the  subject  of  this  sketch.  He  is 
fortably  located  on  section  21,  and  is  the  owner  of 
160  acres  of  land,  of  which  he  secured  possession  in 
the  spring  of  1877.  He  is  a  little  past  the  meridian 
of  life,  having  been  born  Dec.  30,  1830.  in  Butler 
County,  Pa. 

The  parents  of  our  subject,  John  and  Jsancy 
(Zeigler)  Latshaw,  were  also  natives  of  the  Ke3'- 
stone  State,  and  reared  a  ^large  family  of  children, 
of  whom  survive:  Henry;  Elizabeth,  wife  of  Ilenrj' 
Barkey ;  John,  Jacob,  Benjamin  and  Joseph,  all  of 
whom,  with  the  exception  of  the  last-named,  con- 
tinue residents  of  their  native  State.  Hannah,  Mrs. 
Liken,  lives  there  .also,  while  Samuel  and  Isa.ic 
are  in  Kans.as.  When  a  youth  of  nineteen  years, 
Joseph  removed  with  his  parents  from  Butler  to 
Venango  County,  where  he  resided  until  coming  to 
Nebraska.  On  the  27tli  of  November,  1860.  he  was 
united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Catherine  Tinstman, 
a  native  of  his  own  count}',  and  the  daughter  of 
Abram  and  Catherine  (.Moycr)  Tinstman,  who  were 
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natives  of  Peniisj^lvania;  the  father  is  deceased. 
Mrs.  Latsliaw  was  born  Sept.  22,  1842,  and  by  her 
union  with  our  subject  became  the  motlier  of  seven 
children,  viz:  Alpheus;  Amelia,  wife  of  Bryant 
Wilson,  of  Highland  Township;  Samuel,  Maggie, 
Jessie,  Dayton  C.  and  Earl.  With  the  exception  of 
Amelia,  the  children  continue  at  home  with  their 
parents. 

In  the  spring  of  1 878  Mr.  Latshaw  with  his  fam- 
ily' left  the  Keystone  State,  and  crossing  the  Missis- 
sippi, located  on  the  land  comprising  his  present 
farm  in  tliis  county.  Most  of  the  improvements 
noticeable  on  the  homestead  have  been  brought 
about  by  himself.  He  is  essentially  the  architect 
of  his  own  fortune — a  self-made  man  in  the  truest 
sense  of  the  word.  His  early  advantages  were 
limited,  and  he  was  thrown  upon  his  own  resources 
when  young  in  years.  Politically,  he  is  a  Repub- 
lican with  prohibition  tendencies.  He  is  the  School 
Treasurer  of  his  district.  Religiously,  he  is  a  mem- 
ber in  good  standing  of  the  Church  of  God,  in 
which  he  has  served  as  Elder  for  a  number  of 
years.  He  takes  an  active  interest  in  the  religious 
and  educational  enterprises  of  the  day,  is  public- 
spirited  and  liberal,  and  in  all  respects  a  praise- 
worthy and  useful  citizen.  He  avails  himself  of  the 
standard  publications  to  iteep  himself  well  posted 
upon  topics  of  general  interest. 
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=Tp!)  DWARD  DOYLE.  In  the  days  when  Gage 
fe)  County  was  in  its  earliest  histor}',and  every 
/I — £  day  witnessed  some  new  incident  of  impor- 
tance and  interest  to  the  infant  State  and  county, 
there  came  hither  and  settled  herein,  one  who 
from  that  day  of  pioneer  settlement  until  the  pres- 
ent has  most  worthily  represented  the  class  some- 
times designated  by  the  appellation,  Irish-American 
citizens.  Our  subject  was  born  in  Ireland,  in  the 
year  1842,  and  is  the  son  of  Edward  Doyle.  It  was 
his  great  and  irrepaiable  misfortune  to  be  left 
motherless  when  lietween  two  and  three  years  of 
age,  and  to  lose  his  father  by  death  at  the  Dixon 
bridge  disaster,  Dixon,  111.,  about  seventeen  years 
since. 

After   the    death   of    his  mother  our  subiect  was 
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brought  up  by  a  spinster  aunt.  Miss  Ann  Coleman, 
near  Woosung.  111.  When  about  four  or  five  years 
of  age, ,  our  subject  accompanied  his  brother  Mi- 
chael to  the  United  States,  and  resided  with  his  aunt 
in  Brooiilyn  for  about  three  years,  and  then  accom- 
panied her  to  Ogle  County,  III,  where  he  was 
reared  to  manhood,  and  received  in  the  common 
schools  of  that  count3'  his  education.  Upon  that 
as  a  foundation,  he  has  by  constant  reading  become 
unusually  well  informed  upon  all  topics  of  general 
interest,  and  takes  exceptional  delight  in  such  stud- 
ies as.  will  be  of  practical  value  in  any  department 
of  life. 

In  January,  1867,  our  subject  became  the  hus- 
band of  Ellen  O'Neill,  one  of  Illinois'  fair  daugh- 
ters. This  union  was  blessed  by  tlie  birth  of  eight 
children,  whose  names  are  here  subjoined,  viz: 
George  A.,  John,  Clara,  May,  Daisy,  Alice,  Annie 
and  Sadie.  Miss  O'Neill  is  the  daughter  of  Jolui 
and  Bridget  O'Neill,  natives  of  Ireland.  Their 
famiiy  circle  includes  nine  children,  and  of  tliese 
the  wife  of  our  subject  is  the  third  child.  She  was 
educated  in  the  district  schools  near  her  home,  and 
until  her  marriage  resided  with  her  parents. 

Our  subject  came  to  Gage  County  in  1873,  and 
since  that  time  has  continued  his  residence  here 
without  interruption.  Upon  arrival  he  homesteaded 
160  acres  of  land  upon  section  30  of  Highland 
Township,  the  same  upon  which  he  now  resides. 
It  was  in  its  original  beauty  and  wild  picturesque- 
ness,  but  in  obedience  to  his  wish,  enforced  by  his 
continued  labor,  it  has  taken  on  a  new  appearance, 
has  become  more  fertile,  and  in  every  regard  more 
useful.  Without  doulit  it  is  one  of  the  most  im- 
proved and  best  farms  in  the  entire  county.  When 
he  came  hither  our  subject  was  practically  with- 
out means,  and  as  we  have  seen,  the  relations  to 
whom  it  usually  falls  to  give  the  start  in  life  had 
been  removed  from  teri'estrial  scenes,  so  that  his 
present  prosperity  is  the  result  of  the  mutual  !ielp> 
encouragement  and  labor  of  our  subject  and  his 
most  excellent  wife. 

Since  he  became  a  citizen  Mr.  Doyle  has  voted 
with  the  Democratic  party,  but  at  present  is  very 
much  inclined  to  cast  his  ballot  in  tlie  coming 
election  in  favor  of  Harrison  and  Morton.  He  is 
not  what  is  commonly  called  a  politician,  but  is  an 
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intelligent,  common-sense,  free  citizen,  .inii  which- 
ever way  he  may  ultimately  decide  to  act,  it  will 
be  dictated  !)}•  the  desire  conscientiously  to  fulfil 
his  duty  as  a  man  and  a  loyal  citizen.  It  has  been 
his  privilege  to  serve  three  years  as  one  of  the 
School  Directors,  and  during  that  period  he  so  dis- 
charged his  duties  as  to  win  the  respectful  admira- 
tion of  his  compeers. 

In  August  of  the  j'ear  18G1  our  subject  enlisted 
in  Company  D,  34tli  Illinois  Infantry,  which  be- 
came a  part  of  the  Western  Army.  He  continued 
in  this  department  of  the  service  throughout  all  the 
campaign  from  that  on,  fighting  in  the  battle  of 
Shiloh,  and  in  all  the  engagements  of  that  series. 
He  was  taken  prisoner  at  the  battle  of  Stone  River, 
and  confined  in  Libby  Prison  for  about  two  weeks, 
and  for  the  remainder  of  thirty-five  days  in  Castle 
Thunder,  then  he  was  paroled  and  in  due  time 
was  exchanged,  rejoining  his  regiment,  and  went 
once  more  into  battle,  remaining  without  further 
accident,  let  or  hindrance,  until  Jul}',  18C5,  when 
he  received  an  honorable  discharge,  and  returned 
home  to  Illinois  to  resume  the  less  exciting  and 
dangerous  duties  of  civil  life. 


JAMES  W.  GRAHAM.  The  farm  of  our 
subject,  situated  upon  section  22  of  High- 
land Township,  presents  a  picture  of  suc- 
cessful, thrift}'  farm  life  that  is  seldom 
equaled,  even  in  this  county  of  enterprising  and 
prosperous  farmers.  This  gentleman  is  a  native  of 
Knox  Count}',  Ohio,  where  he  was  born  upon  the 
21stof  August,  1852,  to  David  and  Rhoda  Graham. 
His  father  was  a  native  of  Scotland,  and  his  mother 
of  Pennsylvania.  Mr.  Graham,  Sr.,  is  believed  to 
have  emigrated  to  America  in  the  year  1840,  but 
after  his  marriage  he  settled  in  Knox  County,  Ohio, 
and  there  made  his  home  for  about  eleven  years. 
He  went  from  Knox  County  to  Mexico,  and  was 
killed  in  the  Mexican  War.  Our  subject  moved 
to  Fulton  County,  Ohio,  and  resided  there  about 
fourteen  years. 

The  above  noted  bereavement  left  our  subject 
and  his  brother  John  B.  orphans,  for  about  one 
year  [)revious  to  his   father's  departure  to  Mexico, 


their  mf)ther  had  been  taken  from  them  by  death. 
Thus  the  beginning  of  his  life  was  darkened  by  the 
shadow  of  death,  and  his  path  bedewed  by  the 
tears  of  orphanhood  ;  in  whatever  of  prosperity  our 
subject  tnay  have  been  in  a  position  to  enjoy,  it 
should  be  remembere<]  that  it  is  always  more  credit- 
able to  those  who  come  up  through  tribulation, 
trial  and  darkness  to  positions  of  honor,  prc>sperity 
and  opulence  in  the  community.  Our  subject  was 
taken  into  the  family  of  John  James,  his  maternal 
grandfather,  who  resided  in  Fulton  County.  Here 
he  was  well  cared  for,  and  received  with  affection. 
His  education  was  provided  for  by  the  opportunity 
afforded  to  attend  regularly  the  classes  of  the  dis- 
trict school  in  the  neighborhood.  When  not  thus 
employed  he  was  engaged  in  farming  and  stock- 
raising. 

The  spring  of  1877  witnessed  the  migration  to 
this  State  of  our  subject,  who  upon  arrival  rented 
land  in  the  southern  part  of  the  county,  and  there 
for  two  years  did  little  but  "  break"  the  land.  In 
that  time  he  broke  600  acres  of  land,  and  our  sub- 
ject built  two  houses  and  improved  two  farms  iu 
the  space  of  about  five  years  before  locating  on  sec- 
tion 24.  In  1882  he  came  to  Highland  Township, 
located  on  section  24,  built  on  that  farm,  and  there 
remained  until  the  spring  of  1884.  Then  he  settled 
upon  his  present  property,  that  comprises  eighty 
acres  of  excellentagricultural  land,  which  under  his 
extensive  labors  has  taken  on  its  present  beauty, 
fertility  and  perfection  of  productiveness,  and  forms 
a  most  realistic  background  for  the  farm  buildings 
and  residence  that  complete  the  picture. 

The  loneliness  that  had  been  felt  in  the  life  of  our 
subject  since  his  childhood  was  only  eradicated 
once  and  forever  when  he  was  united  at  the  hy- 
meneal altar,  upon  the  25th  of  May,  1879,  with 
Miss  Susie  Boomer,  the  estimable  daughter  of  John 
and  Margaret  Boomer,  of  Beatrice,  who  were  among 
the  early  settlers  in  this  county.  This  lady  was 
born  in  New  Jersey,  at  Newark,  Feb.  15,  1853. 
To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Graham  have  been  born  six  chil- 
dren, of  whom,  however,  but  two  survive.  These 
are  Lucretia  V.,  who  was  born  March  21,  1885  ;  and 
Lewis  W.,  March  30,  1887. 

ir  sulijcct  is  independent, 
liomsoever  he  may  deem 


In  all  political  matters 
and  his  ballot  is  cast  fur 
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the  most  Titling  candidate.  His  suffrage  is  given 
not  according  to  the  principles  of  partj-,  but  ac- 
cording to  the  principles  of  right.  Owing  to  his 
life  struggle,  doubtless,  there  has  lieen  developed 
in  our  sul)ject  a  disposition  generous  and  beneficent; 
he  is  a  man  of  recognized  business  integrity,  stand- 
ard character  and  unquestioned  patriotic,  public 
spirit,  and  because  of  what  he  is  he  is  accorded  the 
heartiest  confidence  and  respect  of  his  neighbors 
and  friends,  as  is  also  the  faithful  companion  of 
his  life.  They  are  both  active  and  consistent  mem- 
bers of  society,  and  move  in  the  most  select  circles. 


>ILLIAM  RETCHLESS.  Upon  the  banks 
of  the  Cam,  which  gives  its  name  to  Cam- 
bridgeshire, which  is  among  the  prettiest 
of  English  counties,  stands  one  of  the  oldest  and 
most  famous  institutions  of  learnir :g  in  Europe,  the 
date  of  its  founding  being  lost  in  the  earlier  days 
of  the  Middle  Ages.  At  present  it  consists  of  sev- 
enteen colleges  and  halls,  in  which  have  studied, 
and  from  them  gone  out  to  their  life  work,  some  of 
the  greatest  men  the  world  has  seen,  among  them 
Sir  Isaac  Newton  and  Lord  Bacon.  In  this  county, 
which  comprises  822  miles,  and  is  renowned  as  one 
of  the  most  richly  agricultural  districts  of  England, 
there  was  born  to  John  and  Ester  Retchless,  upon 
the  3d  of  October,  1844,  a  son,  of  whom  the  fol- 
lowing sketch  is  a  brief   biographical  compendium. 

The  parents  of  our  subject  emigrated  to  America 
while  he  was  quite  small,  and  settled  in  Niagara 
County,  N.  Y.,  in  1851.  There  our  subject  received 
his  early  education,  and  was  reared  to  manhood, 
being  engaged  after  completing  his  school  course  in 
farming.  Although  quite  a  young  man,  our  sub- 
ject responded  to  the  call  for  defenders  of  the 
Union,  and  enlisted  Aug.  7,  1862,  in  the  19th 
New  York  Battery,  and  was  a  participant  in  several 
battles,  among  others  that  at  Suffolk,  battle  of 
the  Wilderness,  Spottsylvania  Court  House,  where  he 
was  wounded  on  the  12th  of  May,  1864,  and  from 
that  time  was  in  no  regular  engagement.  He  re- 
ceived his  discharge  Feb.  20,  1865,  and  returned 
home  and  engaged  in  farm  work. 

In  1876  our  subject  came   to    Pawnee    County, 
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Neb.,  where  he  made  his  home  until  1883.  Then 
he  settled  in  this  county  upon  his  present  property, 
which  includes  200  acres  of  excellent  land  for  pas- 
toral purposes.  He  is  engaged  chiefly  in  stock- 
raising,  and  makes  a  specialty  of  cattle  of  graded 
stock.  His  herd  numbers  sixty-seven,  and  among 
them  are  several  especially  fine  animals. 

Upon  mature  reflection  our  subject  decided  to 
take  to  himself  a  life  companion,  and  was  accord- 
ingly united  in  marriage,  March  11,  1867,  in  Niag- 
ara County,  N.  Y.,  with  Miss  Salina  Humphreys. 
This  lady  is  the  daughter  of  William  and  Ester 
Humphreys,  and  was  born  in  New  York  State,  Sept. 
14,1849.  Her  father  is  deceased.  There  have  been 
nine  children  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Ketchless,  whose 
names  are  here  appended  in  the  order  of  their 
birth:  Alta  E.,  Alice  E..  Alma  L.,  Frank  W., 
Charles  T.,  Fred  J.,  Edward,  Jessie  B.  and  Grace  A- 

The  military  experiences  of  our  subject  were 
such  as  to  lead  him  to  take  a  deep  interest  in  the 
work  of  the  G.  A.  R.,of  which  society  he  is  a  mem- 
ber. He  is  uniformly  loyal  and  patriotic  as  a  citi- 
zen, honorable  in  all  business  relations,  courteous, 
liberal  and  affable  as  a  man  and  a  friend,  and  en- 
voys the  confidence  and  regard  of  his  fellow-citi- 
zens. 


^^HOMAS  E.  HIBBERT  cultivated  in  his  early 
((^^  days,  and  has  preserved  in  his  older  age,  a 
^^^  remarkable  patriotism  and  devotion  to  the 
welfare  of  his  country.  As  a  boy  he  was  willing  to 
sacrifice  his  life  if  need  be  in  her  behalf,  but  it  fort- 
unately not  being  required  of  him,  he  has  reached 
the  prime  of  life  without  lessening  in  any  degree 
his  fervor  or  activity  in  advocating  her  cause.  His 
father,  Edward  R.  Hibbert,  was  born  in  England, 
and  his  mother,  Marj'  (Graham)  Hibbert,  was  born 
of  Scotch  parents  in  the  northern  part  of  Ireland. 
They  were  married  in  Philadelphia,  Pa.,  and  resided 
in  that  city,  the  father  being  engaged  in  the  delight- 
ful occupation  of  floriculture.  They  had  a  family 
of  four  children,  of  whom  Thomas  E.  and  JIartha 
are  living,  and  James  and  E<lward  died  in  infancy. 
The  parents  also  died  in  Philadelphia. 

Our  subject,  the  oldest  child  of   the   family,  was 
born  on  the  18th  of  October,   184G,  in  the  above- 
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named  city,  and  when  he  was  but  five  years  old  he 
was  called  to  mourn  the  loss  of  his  devoted  mother. 
After  this  sad  bereavement  he  lived  with  his  aunt 
and  his  grandmother  until  he  was  nine  years  old, 
after  which  he  labored  in  the  employment  of  others 
in  Wayne  County,  Pa.,  until  the  breaking  out  of 
the  war.  Boy  as  he  was,  his  young  heart  was  fired 
with  enthusiasm,  and  he  could  not  be  restrained 
from  offering  himself  and  his  young  manhood  in  so 
just  a  cause  as  that  which  his  country  had  espoused, 
and  on  the  6th  of  August,  18G2,  when  he  was  not 
quite  sixteen  years  old,  enlisted  with  Company  A, 
137th  Pennsylvania  Infantry. 

For  some  time  our  subject  was  drilled  with  his 
oompanj-  at  Ilarrisburg,  and  on  the  14th  of  Septem- 
ber he  participated  in  the  battle  of  South  Mount- 
ain. A  few  days  later  he  was  among  the  number 
engaged  in  the  fearful  encounter  at  Antietara  ;  think 
of  it,  a  boy  not  yet  sixteen,  where  they  buried 
2.000  Confederates'.  At  Fredericksburg,  on  May 
3d  and  4th.  and  at  Chancellorsville  on  the  5th  and 
6th,  he  distinguished  himself  as  one  of  the  bravest 
soldiers.  His  time  of  enlistment  having  expired, 
he  re-enlisted,  Sept.  23,  1863.  with  Battery  C,  2d 
Pennsylvania  Heavy  Artillery,  and  in  that  com- 
mand he  served  before  the  defenses  of  "W.ashington. 
He  was  transferred  to  the  infantry  field  in  May, 
1864,  having  in  the  previous  winter  of  1863-64 
been  promoted  to  the  rank  of  First  Corporal,  which 
position  he  held  until  the  close  of  the  war.  He 
also  served  in  the  battles  of  Cold  Harbor  and  Peters- 
burg on  the  14th  of  June,  1864,  in  what  is  termed 
"The  Crater,"  the  30th  of  July,  1861,  and  in  Sep- 
tember he  participated  in  the  James  River  cam- 
paign, and  remained  with  Grant  all  summer.  He 
was  at  the  seiges  of  Petersburg  and  Richmond  until 
the  close  of  the  war,  and  remained  on  reconstruc- 
tion duty  until  February,  1866,  doing  provost 
duty  at  Petersburg.  He  received  his  second  hon- 
orable discharge  at  Philadelphia. 

After  having  so  nobly  distinguished  him.self  as  a 
brave  warrior,  our  subject  remained  at  home  for  one 
year,  then  went  back  to  Wayne  County,  and  in  1 869 
he  came  to  Nebraska  and  took  up  his  present  home- 
stead. He  was  married  to  Miss  Nannie  K.  Fuller, 
on  the  lyth  of  March.  1874.  *She  was  l)orn  on  the 
23d  of  February,  1856,  in  Kosciusko  County.  Ind., 


and  came  to  this  State  on  the  4th  of  July,  1  864,  when 
she  was  a  girl  of  eight  years.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hib- 
bert  have  numbered  seven  children  in  their  family, 
the  three  oldest  of  whom  are  deceased.  Their 
names  are:  Mary  P.,  Charlie  E.,  Anna  J..  Guy,  11a 
E.,  Roscoe  C,  and  Thomas  E.,  Jr. 

Our  subject  owns  160  acres  of  fine  land  on  sec- 
tion 13,  Hooker  Township,  which  he  devotes  to  the 
purposes  of  general  farming,  and  on  which  he  lias 
made  many  fine  improvements.  He  has  a  grove  of 
box  elder,  maple,  Cottonwood,  poplar,  ash, elm.  etc., 
all  of  which  trees  have  grown  from  seeds  and  cut- 
tings, and  present  a  fine  appearance.  There  have 
been  other  improvements,  also,  which  add  materially 
to  the  value  of  the  farm.  As  a  supplement  to  his 
excellent  war  recoid  Mr  Hibbert  has  taken  an  act- 
ive part  in  the  political  affairs  of  his  county  and 
district,  having  been  a  delegate  to  the  Republican 
State  Convention  in  1886,  and  in  the  year  1888 
he  was  elected  delegate  to  the  Republican  County 
Convention,  and  delegate  to  the  Congressional 
Convention,  in  which  honorable  offices  he  repre- 
sented his  constituents  in  a  manner  which  was  entirely 
satisfactory  to  them.  He  takes  a  great  delight  in 
discussing  political  matters,  and  he  liiis  a  pleasant, 
genial  disposition,  which  is  so  necessary  to  a  man  in 
the  political  arena  if  he  desires  to  retain  his  own 
urbanity  of  manner,  and  the  respect  of  others,  ^oth 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hibbert  a^e  esteemed  members  of  ihe 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church. 


|fL_^  ENDERSON  BURTON.  One  of  the  oldest 
Wjij  f.irms  in  Sicily  Township  is  that  occupied  by 
i^^  the  gentleman  whose  name  is  at  the  head  of 
(^  this  sketch,  who  w.as  born  in  the  southern 
part  of  Virginia,  Oct.  23.  1818.  When  at  the 
age  of  five  years  his  parents,  Jared  and  Nellie 
(Adams)  Burton,  removed  to  Kentucky,  they  too 
being  natives  of  Virginia,  and  until  that  time  hav- 
ing m.adc  their  home  in  that  State.  Our  subject 
was  reared  to  mature  years  in  Morgan  County,  Ky., 
where,  unfortunately,  he  was  able  to  receive  no 
school  training,  because  at  that  time  schools  were 
not  established  in  the  district. 

Our  subject  removcil    in    the  ^ear    1851  to  Fre- 
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mont  County,  Iowa,  making  the  trip  bj'  the  river, 
first  upon  the  Ohio  down  to  Cairo  where  it  unites 
with  the  Mississippi;  at  lliat  point  the  prow  of  his 
boat  was  turned  up  the  last-named  river,  and  pres- 
ently he  arrived  at  St.  Louis,  wliere,  owing  to  the 
frozen  condition  of  the  river,  he  was  compelled  to 
winter.  In  March  of  the  following  year  (1852)  he 
recommenced  his  journey  up  the  Missouri  River, 
and  upon  the  8th  of  April  went  ashore  at  Lambert's 
Landing,  which  is  situated  about  four  miles  above 
the  present  site  of  Nebraska  City. 

After  one  year  spent  in  Iowa  our  subject  returned 
to  Kentucky,  but  in  1  855  once  more  made  his  way 
to  Nebraska  City.  The  following  year  (1856) 
found  him  again  in  Kentucky.  After  eight  years 
he  again  migrated  westward,  and  in  the  j-ear  1864 
settled  near  Wyoming,  Neb.,  where  he  remained  until 
the  year  1874,  when  he  removed  to  his  present  home. 
At  that  time  it  wasan^tirely  undeveloped  country, 
and  for  three  years  or  more  the  visits  of  Indians  were 
a  daily  occurrence.  'I  here  were  very  few  neighbors, 
and  none  of  them  near,  the  first  white  settlement 
having  only  been  effected  the  year  previous  to  our 
subject's  coming,  and  his  house  and  farm  beiig  the 
most  souther!}'  in  the  entire  county.  The  farm  in- 
cludes 200  acres  of  exceptionally  good  land  for  the 
pursuit  of  husbandry,  and  is  situated  on  the  twenty- 
first  section,  and,  by  constant  attention  and  labor, 
lias  been  brought  to  an  unusually  high  state  of  cul- 
tivation. 

Mr.  Burton  has  been  twice  married  ;  first  in  March, 
1840,  to  Miss  Rosa  Sexton,  who,  however,  died  seven 
years  later,  and  left  one  son,  James  E.,who  was  born 
Dec.  13,  1844,  in  Carter  County,  Ky.  This  lady 
was  a  native  of  Kentucky,  and  a  most  devout  mem- 
ber of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church.  Her  son 
James,  when  at  the  age  of  seventeeu  j'ears,  answered 
the  call  of  his  countr}',  and  enlisted  in  her  defense  in 
Company  K,  of  the  10th  Kentucky  Cavalry,  and 
served  for  fourteen  months.  During  that  time  he 
contracted  the  disease  which  ultimately  removed 
him  from  the  sphere  mundane.  He  was  for  many 
years  devotedly  attached  to  the  Cumberland  Pres- 
byterian Church,  and  continued  his  membership  un- 
til the  last.  He  was  married,  on  the  31st  of  Decem- 
ber, 18G8,  to  Alvira  J.  Austin,  who  presented  him 
with  two  sons — William  C.  and  Leonard  E. ;  the  for- 
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mer  died  at  the  age  of  eighteen  j'ears,  upon  the  26th 
of  December,  1887;  Leonard  E.  continues  to  make 
his  home  with  his  grandparents. 

The  second  marriage  of  our  subject  was  with  Miss 
Rebecca  M.  Lambert,  of  Boyd  County,  Ky.,  and 
was  celebrated  on  the  10th  of  October,  1848.  This 
lady  and  her  husband  are  both  within  the  pale  of  the 
communion  of  the  Evangelical  Church,  and  receive 
the  full  confidence  and  esteem  of  those  with  whom 
they  are  associated.  Mr.  Burton  is  one  who  gives 
full  attention  to  the  rights  and  responsibilities  of 
citizenship,  and  is  careful  regarding  the  disposition 
of  his  ballot,  but  at  the  same  time  is  in  sympathy 
with  the  Republican  party,  and  in  National  cam- 
paigns usually  votes  its  ticket. 


^^EORGE  KRAUTER,  a  pioneer  settler  of 
III ,— -,  Clatonia  Township,  has  long  been  a  familiar 
^^j!  figure  among  the  farmers  of  section  3.  A 
native  of  Bavaria,  Germany,  he  was  born  Dec.  5, 
1833,  and  is  the  son  of  John  and  Anne  Krauter, 
who  traced  their  ancestry  among  the  best  families 
of  the  Fatherland.  He  was  reared  in  his  native 
Province,  where  he  lived  until  a  youth  of  twenty 
years,  then  resolved  to  seek  his  fortune  in  the  New 
World.  He  accordingly  bade  adieu  to  his  youth- 
ful associations,  and  taking  passage  on  a  sailing-ves- 
sel at  Bremerhaven,  landed,  after  an  ocean  voyage 
of  nine  weeks,  in  the  city  of  New  York.  He 
remained  in  Orange  County,  N.  Y.,  for  about 
two  years  thereafter,  employed  as  a  farmer.  In 
1853  he  was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Caroline 
Wolf,  a  native  of  Alsace,  Germany,  and  this  union 
resulted  in  the  birth  of  twelve  children,  nine  of  whom 
are  living,  namely:  Frank,  George,  Charles,  AVill- 
iam,  Edward,  Wilhelmina,  Caroline,  Frederick  and 
Archie.     John,  Ella  and  P'rederick  are  deceased. 

From  Orange  County,  N.  Y.,  our  subject  re- 
moved to  the  vicinity  of  the  city  of  Sing  Sing, 
where  he  remained,  however,  but  a  short  time,  then 
started  for  the  West,  and  crossing  the  Father  of 
Waters,  was  engaged  for  about  eight  years  in  a 
lumber-yard  at  Burlington,  Iowa.  Subsequently  he 
farmed  in  the  vicinity  of  that  city,  but  about  the 
fall  of   1*71  catne  to  this  county  and  homesteaded 
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oighty  acres  of  land  in  Clatonia  Township,  lie  was 
one  of  the  first  men  to  follow  the  plowshare  in  this 
township.  He  retained  possession  of  his  first  land 
about  seven  j'ears,  then  sold  out  and  took  possession 
of  his  present  farm,  where  he  has  brought  about 
the  improvements  naturally  suggested  to  the  intel- 
ligent and  progressive  agriculturist.  He  has  been 
remarkably  prosperous  in  his  labors,  and  is  now  the 
owner  of  400  broad  acres,  which  yield  in  abun- 
dance the  richest  crops  of  this  section.  His  dwell- 
ing is  comfortable  and  the  barns  and  out-buildings 
properly  adapted  to  the  storing  of  grain  and  the 
shelter  of  stock. 

Mr.  Krauter  after  becoming  a  naturalized  citi- 
zen identified  himself  with  the  Republican  party. 
He  has  served  as  School  Treasurer  of  his  township 
for  a  number  of  years,  and  in  the  spring  of  1887 
was  chosen  as  Judge  of  Election.  To  the  mainten- 
ance of  schools  and  churches  he  gives  his  uniform 
and  hearty  support.  The  German  Americans  of 
this  county  comprise  a  portion  of  its  best  element, 
and  none  .are  more  deserving  of  honorable  mention 
than  tiie  subject  of  this  sketch.  In  religious  mat- 
ters he  belongs  to  the  German  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church,  is  one  of  its  Trustees,  and  contributes  liber- 
ally to  its  support. 


1  OBERT  C.  HEMPHILL  is  entitled  to  hon- 
orable mention  as  a  participant  in  the  late 
civil  difficulties,  having  served  as  a  loj'al 
I' soldier  of  the  Union,  as  well  as  a  prosperous 
farmer  and  stock-raiser  of  this  countj'.  His  father, 
Moses  Hemphill,  was  born  in  Cumberland,  Pa.,  in 
1804,  and  died  in  1865,  at  the  age  of  sixty-one 
years.  His  mother,  INIarger}'  (Clark)  Hemphill,  was 
born  in  Franklin  County,  Pa.,  in  1812,  and  died  in 
1872,  at  the  age  of  sixty  ye^rs.  They  were  the 
parents  of  ten  children,  of  whom  our  subject  was  the 
sixth  born. 

The  birth  of  our  subject  occurred  on  the  24th 
of  April,  1841,  in  Cumberland  County,  Pa.,  and  as 
a  youth  he  received  a  common-school  education  and 
then  engaged  in  work  on  his  father's  farm,  until  he 
reached  the  age  of  twentj'-one  years.  At  that  age 
began  the  period  which  furnished  but  one  topic  of 


thought  in  the  minds  of  men,  women  and  children, 
and  our  subject  enlisted  on  the  1 2tli  of  August,  i  8C2, 
in  Company  F,  13th  Pennsylvania  Cavahy.  He 
was  mustered  in  at  Harrisburg  as  a  private,  and  re- 
mained throughout  the  war  until  its  termination. 
He  participated  in  the  engagements  known  as  the 
battle  of  the  Wilderness,  battle  at  Spottsylvania 
Court  House,  the  siege  of  Petersburg  and  the  battle 
of  Winchester.  He  was  mustered  out  at  Little 
York  (Pennsylvania)  Hospital  on  the  2oth  of  Mayi 
1865. 

After  he  was  honorably  discharged  from  the  serv- 
ice of  his  country,  our  subject  went  to  Illinois 
where  he  remained  for  one  year,  and  then  returned 
to  Cumberland  County,  Pa.,  in  which  place  he  con- 
tinued farming  until  the  j'ear  1883.  He  then  came 
to  Nebraska  and  began  farming  on  his  present  land, 
consisting  of  160  acres  on  section  1,  Elm  Township. 
He  broke  the  soil,  and  by  his  improvements  from 
time  to  time  he  has  brought  his  farm  to  its  present 
lucrative  and  attractive  condition,  and  is  in  every 
respect  well  and  pleasantly'  situated.  He  docs  not 
reside  on  his  own  farm  but  on  the  one  adjoining  it. 

On  the  13th  of  February,  1868,  our  subject  was 
united  in  marriage,  in  Franklin  County,  Pa.,  to  Miss 
Margaret  J.  Brown,  who  was  born  in  Cumberland 
County,  of  the  same  State,  on  the  13th  of  February, 
1848.  Her  father,  John  C,  and  mother,  Ellen 
(Quigley)  Brown,  were  both  natives  of  the  county  in 
which  she  was  born.  The  father  died  in  1862,  at 
the  age  of  forty-five  years,  and  the  mother  in  1858, 
at  the  age  of  forty  years,  they  having  reared  a  fam- 
ily of  eight  children,  of  whom  the  wife  of  our  sub- 
ject was  the  third  child. 

Our  subject  and  his  wife  are  the  parents  of  nine 
children,  all  of  whom  are  at  home  and  whom  we 
name  as  follows:  Robert  B.,  EUcn  Q.,  William  J.. 
Bessie  F.,  Walter  C,  Marger}-  II.,  Carrie  B.,  Charles 
N.  and  Agnes  O.  Our  subject  does  not  seek  promi- 
nence in  public  affairs,  but  his  true  worth  being 
recognized  by  the  people  of  his  community,  he  has 
at  different  times  been  called  to  share  the  public 
honors.  He  has  served  for  two  j'cars  as  Justice  of 
the  Peace;  having  served  for  one  term  as  School 
Director,  he  was  elected  for  a  second  term  and  ia 
now  serving  in  that  capacity.  He  is  an  ardent 
Republican,  and  is  a  member  of  the  G.  A.  R.,  Ro'- 
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lins  Post  No.  35,  of  Beatrice.  He  and  his  wife  are 
influential- members  of  the  Presbyterian  Church  in 
the  above-named  citj'.  One  of  the  admirable  char- 
acteristics of  our  subject  is  his  love  for  method  and 
order,  having  a  place  for  everything  and  keeping 
everything  in  its  place,  and  his  wife  also  adopts  that 
excellent  rule  in  the  management  of  her  household. 
She  possesses  the  qualities  of  refined  womanhood  in 
a  marked  degree,  and  is  an  estimable  lady. 
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OMER  T.  GARRISON.  The  homestead  of 
the  subject  of  this  sketch,  pleasantly  situated 
in  Adams  Township  on  section  19,  forms  a 
pleasing  picture  of  peaceful  rural  life,  and  the  abode 
of  plenty  and  comfort.  Mr.  Garrison,  forming  a 
portion  of  the  bone  and  sinew  of  his  community, 
has  pursued  the  even  tenor  of  his  way  perhaps 
without  making  any  great  stir  in  the  world,  but  is 
a  man  upon  whom  his  fellow-citizens  look  with 
confidence,  and  as  such  is  amply  entitled  to  recogni- 
tion in  a  work  of  this  kind.  He  has  been  fortunate, 
too,  in  the  selection  of  his  life  partner,  having  for  his 
wife  a  most  amiable  and  intelligent  lady,  who  has 
presided  with  dignitj'  and  grace  over  his  household 
affairs,  been  a  wise  and  judicious  mother  to  a  bright 
family  of  children,  and  in  all  things  labored  disin- 
terestedly with  her  husband  for  the  best  good  of 
those  having  a  claim  upon  them. 

Mr.  Garrison  was  the  second  child  of  his  parents, 
and  was  born  in  Washington  Township,  Dearborn 
Co.,  Ind.  June  12,  1832.  His  father,  William  Gar- 
rison, was  a  native  of  Hamilton  County,  Ohio,  and 
born  about  six  miles  from  the  city  of  Cincinnati. 
The  mother  was  born  in  Pennsylvania,  and  when  a 
young  girl  went  with  her  parents  to  Indiana,  where, 
when  grown,  she  made  the  acquaintance  of  her  hus- 
band. William  Garrison  was  a  man  of  much  force 
of  character  and  good  education,  and  was  a  prac- 
ticing physician  of  Dearborn  County  for  a  period 
of  fifteen  years.  A  strong  anti-slavery  man,  he  was 
fearless  in  the  expression  of  his  principles,  and  was 
also  active  in  temperance  work,  devoting  much  time 
to  the  lecture  field,  iu  which  he  attained  a  fine  repu- 
tation as  an  orator  and  a  most  efficient  helper. 

The  parents  of  our  subject  left  Indiana  in  1855, 


and,  crossing  the  Mississippi,  located  in  Wapello 
County,  Iowa,  where  the  father  died  at  the  age  of 
seventy -three  years,  in  1875.  The  mother  passed 
away  three  years  later,  in  1878,  while  on  a  visit  at 
the  home  of  her  son  Amos,  in  Chicago,  being  also 
seventy-three  years  old.  The  six  children  compris- 
ing the  home  circle  were  naoied  respectively:  Syl- 
vester, Omer,  Herod,  Amos,  Robert  and  Silas.  Of 
these  all  lived  to  mature  years,  and  four  are  now 
living,  being  residents  of  Nebraska  and  Illinois, 
respectively. 

Omer  T.  Garrison  acquired  his  education  in  the 
common  school,  and  when  of  suitable  years  began 
to  make  himself  useful  about  the  homestead.  At 
the  age  of  nineteen  he  became  interested  in  carpen- 
tering, which  he  followed  about  a  year,  and  when 
twentj'-one  began  the  study  of  pharmacy  in  Iowa, 
and  also  practiced  medicine  to  a  slight  extent.  This, 
however,  not  being  congenial  to  his  tastes,  he 
abandoned  the  profession  for  the  farm  prior  to  his 
marriage,  and  wisely  acquired  ownership  to  a  tract 
of  laud.  He  took  unto  himself  a  wife  and  help- 
mate. Miss  Amanda  McCuUough,  in  April,  1858,  the 
wedding  occurring  at  the  home  of  the  bride  in 
Iowa,  and  they  began  life  together  at  a  modest 
home  in  Van  Buren  County. 

Mrs.  Garrison  is  the  daughter  of  William  and 
Jane  McCuUough,  natives  respectively  of  Ireland 
and  Pennsylvania.  The  father  emigrated  to  the 
United  States  when  a  young  man,  settling  at  an 
early  day  in  Switzerland  County,  Ind.  There  the 
parents  were  married,  and  removed  thence  to  Iowa 
in  1849,  locating  in  Van  Buren  County.  Mr.  Mc- 
CuUough, about  1849,  while  on  a  business  trip  to 
Keokuk  was  taken  sick,  and  died  at  the  age  of 
sixty-seven  years.  Thus  were  shattered  the  fond 
hopes  which  had  nerved  the  family  to  seek  a  wild 
new  country  in  the  hopes  of  bettering  their  condi- 
tion. The  terrible  Wow  was  most  fatal  in  its  effects 
upon  the  poor  mother,  who,  left  comparatively 
without  means,  and  a  large  family  to  provide  for, 
lost  her  reason  and  never  racovered.  She  only  sur- 
vived five  years,  being  tenderly  cared  for  by  her 
children,  and  dying  at  the  home  of  her  son  in  Iowa, 
in  1868,  at  the  age  of  sixty-eight. 

To  the  parents  of  Mrs.  Garrison  there  were  born 
ten  children — Thomas,  Elmira,  Andrew,  Jane,  Mary, 
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John,  Marijaret,  William,  Washington,  and  Olive, 
the  wife  of  our  subject.  The  birth  of  the  latter 
took  place  Oct.  13,  1842,  in  Switzerland  Count\-, 
Ind.,  and  she  was  there  reared  amid  the  pioneer 
scenes  of  a  new  country.  Her  education  was  con- 
ducted in  the  primitive  schools,  and  she  retains  to 
this  day  many  recollections  of  that  time,  and  par- 
ticularlj'  the  details  of  their  departure  for  Iowa. 
She  recalls  the  words  of  parting  from  old  friends, 
the  disposal  of  some  of  their  efifects  and  the  loading 
of  the  others  upon  the  wagon,  by  means  of  which 
with  horses  they  were  to  make  the  journey  to  their 
new  home.  Its  results  and  the  sad  scenes  which  fol- 
lowed are  but  one  chapter  among  the  experiences 
of  a  world  whose  children  are  prone  to  meet  with 
disappointment  and  sorrow. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Garrison,  however,  have  been  pros- 
perous in  their  home  and  in  their  children,  and 
enjoy  the  friendship  of  a  large  circle  of  acquaint- 
ances. They  came  to  Nebraska  in  the  fall  of  1872, 
and  lived  at  Beatrice  until  Mr.  G.  purchased  160 
acres  of  land,  which  now  foi'ms  a  neat  and  comfort- 
able homestead. 

Our  subject  is  a  stanch  Republican,  politically, 
and  with  his  estimable  wife  an  earnest  worker,  like 
his  father  before  him,  for  the  success  of  the  temper- 
ance cause.  Seven  children  came  to  bless  their 
union,  the  eldest  of  whom,  Aldula,  is  now  the  wife 
of  Charles  Gale,  who  is  connected  with  the  Express 
Publishing  Company  at  Beatrice;  they  have  one 
child,  a  son,  Clarence.  Edgar  married  Miss  Bea- 
trice Lynch,  and  is  farming  in  Adams  Township; 
Mary  F.,  Mrs.  Orin  Weyman,  is  the  wife  of  a  well- 
to-do  farmer  of  Adams  Township;  Walter,  William, 
Guy  and  Glenn  are  at  home  with  their  parents. 

^ILLIAM  H.  RUYLE.  The  stock  farmers 
of  Gage  County  are  among  the  very  best 
of  its  citizens,  and  fill  in  this  newer  country 
a  place,  perhaps,  of  chief  importance  as  concerns 
its  business  interests.  Among  these,  and  represent- 
ative of  his  class,  is  the  gentleman  whose  history  is 
here  epitomized ;  one  who  is  in  the  front  rank  of 
his  fellows  in  the  same  calling,  is  most  prosperous 
and  enterprising.     His  farm  is  most  admirably  situ- 

4*  


ated  for  pastoral  purposes,  and  is  part  of  section  30, 
Logan  'lownship,  a  rich  soil,  of  undulating  prairie, 
and  well  supplied  with  water  from  Cedar  Creek, 
that  flows  directly  through  it.  His  farm  is  320 
acres  in  extent,  but  with  his  Sherman  Township 
property  he   owns  not  less  than  500  acres. 

William  L.  Ruyle  is  a  native  of  Knoxville,  Tenn., 
where  he  was  born  in  1824.  He  removed  to  Scott 
County,  111.,  with  his  father  in  1832,  and,  in  1849 
went  to  California,  and  was  engaged  for  three 
years  in  mining,  succeeding  in  accumulating  quite  a 
large  fortune.  He  then  returned  home  to  Illinois, 
where  he  is  the  owner  of  1 ,500  acres  in  Jereey 
County,  well  stocked  with  thoroughbred  horses  and 
cattle.  He  has  for  many  years  held  a  very  high 
position  in  the  community,  and  held  the  office  of 
County  Commissioner  for  about  four  years;  his 
political  sympathies  are  with  the  Democratic  party, 
of  which  he  has  alw.aj's  been  a  member.  His  wife, 
whose  maiden  name  was  Marj'  J.  Elliot,  was  born 
in  1836,  on  the  Chamteau  Island,  which  is  in  the 
Mississippi  River  above  St.  Louis.  She  is  still  liv- 
ing, and  in  the  enjoyment  of  both  health  and  facul- 
ties. Of  this  union  there  were  born  eight  children, 
whose  names  are  here  subjoined :  W.  H.,  Elizabeth, 
Annie,  Laura,  Louis,  Lucinda,  Edward  and  Ollie. 

Our  subject  was  born  upon  the  14th  of  April, 
185G,  in  Jersey  County,  111.,  and  continued  his 
residence  with  his  parents  until  he  attained  his 
majority.  He  received  a  good  practical  education, 
and  from  childhood  became  every  day  more  con- 
versant with  farm  life  in  all  its  details.  In  1877 
he  went  to  Wyoming,  Colorado  and  New  Mexico, 
in  which  latter  place  he  had  quite  an  extensive  lanch, 
and  was  more  than  usually  successful  in  its  opera- 
tion, but  did  not  stay  long  enough  to  become  a 
permanent  settler,  as  he  returned  to  Illinois  after  an 
absence  of  about  three  months.  He  then  returned 
to  farming  for  a  time,  and  in  1880  removed  to 
Logan  Township  ami  settled  upon  his  present  farm, 
at  that  time  compri.«ing  only  240  acres;  four  3'ears 
since  he  opened  a  butcher  shop  on  Cort  street, 
Beatrice,  and  this,  although  lacking  his  personal 
oversight,  represents  quite  a  large  business.  The 
whole  of  his  shrewd,  cultivated  and  experienced 
intelligence  is  brought  to  bear  upon  the  proper 
working  of  his  farm,  and  his  time  is  given   chiefly 
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to  tbat  enrl ;  he  is  n,  very  large  buyer  ami  shipper, 
never  shipping  less  than  from  125  to  150  carloads 
of  stock  each  season. 

The  maiden  name  of  the  wife  of  our  subject  was 
Miss  Nettie  Bateman;  she  is  the  daughter  of  Will- 
iam and  Julia  (Cowan)  Bateman,  a  native  of  Jerse}' 
County,  111.,  and  was  born  on  the  2Cth  of  October, 
1858.  Her  father,  whose  life  dates  from  the  year 
1830,  was  born  in  Lynchburg,  Va.,  and  was  by 
trade  a  bricklayer.  In  1858  he  went  to  Jersey 
County,  111.,  and  there  began  farming;  in  1880  he 
became  a  resident  of  Logan  Township,  this  county, 
upon  the  property  still  occupied  by  him,  which 
comprises  160  acres.  Her  mother,  who  was  born 
in  the  year  1839,  is  a  native  of  Jersey  County,  111. 
Of  their  union  were  born  nine  children,  who  re- 
ceived the  names  here  appended,  viz:  Janet,  John 
and  Elizabeth  (deceased);  Ida,  Ann  J.,  AVilliam 
T.,  Theron  W.,  Edward  and  Cora.  Miss  Bateman 
became  the  wife  of  our  subject  on  the  10th  of 
October,  1878,  in  Jersey  County.  The  children  of 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Ruyle  are  as  follows:  Eva  J.,  Clar- 
ence L.,  Willie  L.  and  Herbert  R. 

Our  subject,  while  in  nowise  remiss  in  accepting 
the  responsibilities  that  come  to  him  as  a  citizen  of 
the  Republic,  is  not  of  that  number  who  might  be 
called  office-seekers,  although  he  has  been  for  two 
years  Collector  of  Taxes,  and  is  at  present  serving 
as  School  Director.  In  his  political  opinions,  sym- 
pathies and  principles,  our  subject  is  in  strict  :accord 
with  the  Democratic  party,  of  which  he  has  been 
an  .acknowledged  friend  and  supporter  for  many 
j'ears.  There  are  few  if  any  of  Logan's  citizens 
held  in  higher  regard  than  Mr.  Ruyle  and  his  most 
estimable  wife. 


'TF^  ICHARD  glass  is  one  of  the  well-known 
lljss^  and  progressive  farmers  and  stock-raisers  of 
6*1^^1  Blakely  Township,  where  he  owns  a  fine 
^Pfarm  of  151  acres  on  section  1.  His  father, 
Richard  Glass,  Sr.,  was  a  farmer  and  weaver,  and 
was  born  in  the  northern  part  of  Ireland.  Shortly 
after  his  marriage  in  that  country  to  Martha  Watt, 
he  came  to  the  United  States,  and  made  his  home  in 


Lancaster  County,  Pa.,  where  he  and  his  wife  spent 
the  remainder  of  tiieir  days,  and  died  at  about  the 
age  of  eighty  years.  They  were  Presb^'terians  in 
faith,  and  were  respected  citizens  of  thecommunity 
in  which  they  lived.  The  father  was  the  only  one 
of  his  father's  family  who  left  his  native  country 
for  America.  Our  subject  was  the  youngest  of 
eight  children,  of  whom  there  were  five  sons  and 
three  daughters,  and  the  only  remaining  members 
of  that  family  are  our  subject  and  a  sister,  Mrs. 
Betsey  Sides.  The  latter  is  now  living  in  Lancaster 
County,  Pa.,  where  her  husband,  Henry  Sides,  is 
engaged  in  farming. 

Our  subject  lived  with  his  father  in  his  native 
county  until  he  was  twenty  years  old,  when  he  took 
the  responsibility  of  shaping  his  future  course 
in  life  into  his  own  hands,  and  went  to  Ohio  and 
worked  for  two  and  one-half  years  in  learning  the 
miller's  trade.  He  discontinued  that  vocation  and 
again  engaged  in  farming.  He  was  married,  in 
1840,  in  Franklin  County,  Ohio,  to  Miss  Paulina 
Ogden,  who  was  born  on  the  14th  of  February, 
1822,  in  the  afore-mentioned  county.  She  is  a 
daughter  of  Elias  and  Hulda  (Whitehead)  Ogden^ 
both  of  whom  are  deceased,  the  father  having  been 
accidentally  killed  bj'  a  vicious  horse  when  Paulina 
was  but  three  j-ears  old.  Her  mother  afterward 
married  Mr.  John  Kelso,  who  died  in  Ohio,  and 
later  Mrs.  Kelso  went' to  Iowa,  where  she  died  at 
the* advanced  age  of  eighty-seven  years. 

Mrs.  Glass  is  next  to  the  youngest  child  of  her 
father's  family,  consisting  of  two  sons  and  three 
daughters,  and  after  the  death  of  her  father  she  re- 
mained in  the  care  of  her  mother  until  the  time  of 
her  marriage  with  our  subject.  She  is  the  mother 
of  ten  children,  three  of  whom  died  in  infancy,  and 
a  fourth,  named  Martha,  died  after  she  became  the 
wife  of  James  Brightman,  leaving  two  small  chil- 
dren to  mourn  a  mother's  tender  care.  The  re- 
maining children  of  the  family  of  our  subject  and 
his  wife  are:  Hulda  J.,  Marj',  Bessie,  Jennie  L., 
Robert  and  Milton.  Hulda  has  been  engaged  in 
teaching  school  for  ten  years,  and  makes  her  home 
with  her  parents;  Mary  and  Jennie  also  live  at 
home;  Bessie  is  the  wife  of  James  L.  MeCan,  and 
they  live  on  a  farm  in  Bremer  Countj',  Iowa ;  Robert 
married  Miss  Araminta  Stanley,  and  lives  on  a  farm 
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in  Grniit  Tuwiisliip;  Milton  is  at  home  and    works 
with  his  brother. 

During  his  residence  in  tlie  Etickeye  State  our 
subject  made  his  home  near  Columbus  for  a  period 
of  ten  years,  after  which  he  moved  to  Ogle  County, 
]11..  where  he  made  his  home  from  the  year  1847 
until  18t<3.  In  1883  he  came  to  his  present  farm, 
making  the  journey  from  Ogle  Countj%  111.,  with 
teams  and  wagons.  The  land  which  comprises  his 
farm  was  very  nearly  all  unbroken,  and  he  at  once 
began  to  make  improvements  and  fit  it  for  use.  He 
now  has  the  whole  amount  well  under  cultivation, 
and  has  erected  a  very  goo<1  house  and  farm  build- 
ings. He  and  his  family  have  won  the  esteem  and 
friendship  of  the  citizens  of  this  community  since 
their  arrival,  and  are  well  known  in  refined  and  in- 
telligent circles  of  society.  Mr.  Glass  affiliates 
with  the  Democratic  party  in  politics,  and  has 
proved  himself  a  good  citizen  and  an  honorable 
man. 


EHM?:  E.  AUKES,  M.  D.  It  is  our  pleasure 
to  offer  in  this  writing  a  biographical  com- 
pendium of  Cortland's  leading  and  repre- 
sentative physician  and  surgeon.  This  gentleman 
is  a  native  of  Hanover.  Germany,  and  was  born  at 
Canum  Amt  Emden  Ostfriesland,  that  Province, 
upon  the  29th  of  May,  1852.  He  is  a  son  of  E.  B. 
and  Brechtje  R.  Aukes.  His  mother  is  still  alive, 
and  makes  her  home  in  Iowa.  The  father  is  de- 
ceased. 

Dr.  Aukes  was  the  youngest  son  born  to  his  par- 
ents, whose  family  circle  included  nine  children. 
He  received  a  good  education  in  his  native  place 
and  tongiie.  and  at  tlie  age  of  twenty-one  he  en- 
tered the  university  at  Gottingen,  which  is  the  uni- 
versity for  Hanover,  and  of  standard  reputation. 
To  it  some  of  the  finest  scholars  and  physicians  of 
Europe  look  as  their  alma  mater.  He  attended  the 
classes  of  this  institution  for  four  years,  graduating 
in  the  spring  of  that  year,  receiving  in  token 
thereof  the  regular  diploma  of  a  doctor  in  medicine 
and  surgery.  Upon  graduating  our  subject  made 
several  trips  on  one  of  the  Hamburg  line  Atlantic 
steamers,  serving  in  his  profession. 

In  the  summer  of  1877  Dr.  Aukes  set  foot  upon 


American  soil  with  the  purpose  of  making  it  his 
adopted  country  and  future  home.  He  began  the 
practice  of  his  profession  in  Logan  County,  111.,  con- 
tinuing until  the  early  part  of  the  year  1  878,  when  he 
went  to  Hardin  Countj',  Iowa,  locating  in  the  town 
of  Ackley.  Here  he  speedily  built  up  a  lucrative  prac- 
tice, and  continued  for  two  years.  He  next  hung 
out  his  shingle  at  Owatonna,  Minn.,  r.-'^  ♦i»"-e  i''> 
mained  for  five  years,  having  quite  a  large  and  pay- 
ing practice,  which  he  sold  at  the  end  of  that  time, 
and  in  1884  came  to  Cortland,  where  he  established 
himself  in  his  profession,  and  also  established  his 
drug-store,  which  was  the  first  opened  in  Cortland. 
He  has  continued  both  branches  of  his  profession 
until  the  present,  and  enjoys  a  large  financial  as  well 
as  professional  success. 

Dr.  Aukes  is  a  member  of  the  Nebraska  Stite 
Medical  Society,  also  of  the  .State  Pharmaceutical 
Association.  To  both  of  these  societies  he  is  greatly 
attached,  and  some  of  his  contributions  at  the  va- 
rious sessions  of  the  same  have  been  received  with 
every  appreciation.  Among  the  social  orders  the 
Doctor  is  also  well  .and  favorably  known.  He 
holds  membership  in  the  Goethe  Lodge  No.  38,  of 
the  I.  O.  O.  v..  at  Owatonna,  and  also  in  the  Star 
of  the  East  Lodge  No.  33,  of  the  Masonic  frater- 
nity, at  the  same  place.  In  the  former  he  has  filled 
the  chair  of  Noble  Grand  of  the  Goethe  Lodge  of 
Odd  Fellows,  of  Owatonna,  Minn. 

In  October,  1877,  our  subject  was  joined  in  holy 
matrimony  to  Miss  Anne  Ruhtiak.  This  lady  is  a 
native  of  Illinois,  and  a  daughter  of  Harm  and 
Ellen  Ruhaak,  natives  of  Germany,  who  settled  in 
Illinois  in  1848.  Their  daughter  Anne  was  born  at 
Pekin,  111.,  .June  10,  18.58,  being  the  first  child  of 
their  family,  which  included  in  all  fpur  children. 
Dr.  and  Mrs.  Aukes  have  become  the  parents 
of  three  chihlren,  whose  names  are  recorded  as  here 
appended:  Ella,  who  was  born  Oct.  1,  1878;  Hat- 
tie,  born  Feb.  27,  1881;  also  Diana,  born  July  1, 
1883,  .ind  died  April  5,  1884. 

The  political  opinions  of  our  subject  favor  the 
Democratic  party,  of  wliich  he  has  been  a  member 
since  taking  citizenship  in  the  country;  but  at  the 
same  time  it  is  his  endeavor  to  be  as  liberal  as  is 
possible  in  his  political  views,  as  in  everything  else, 
his  large  knowleilge  of  the  world  and  human  nature 
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dictating  to  liim  generous  toleration  of  freedom  of 
thouglit,  sentiment  and  opinion  in  others  as  the 
wiser  and  more  truly  manly  course.  The  Doctor 
and  his  wife  are  both  active  members  of  society, 
and  are  numbered  among  its  elite.  As  a  man, 
citizen  and  physician  it  is  the  happiness  of  our  sub- 
ject to  enjoy  the  highest  regard  and  unbounded 
-^coiindeiTLc  of  the  community  in  which  he  resides. 

'jf?  YNVILL  H.  WYMORE  is  a  son  of  Freder- 
I  (?S,  ick  and  Isabel  (McMains)  Wymore,  who  are 
(J^^  natives  of  Kentucky,  and  after  their  marriage 
which  occurred  in  Indiana,  they  made  their  home 
there.  After  a  time  they  moved  to  Mahaska  County, 
Iowa,  and  thence  to  Pawnee  County,  Neb.,  in  1855. 
They  were  among  the  earlj'  settlers  in  this  State,  and 
in  common  with  others  of  that  early  day  they  have 
experienced  an  eventful  life.  The  surrounding 
country  was  a  great  waste  of  prairie  land  which  was 
the  hunting  ground  of  the  Indians  and  the  home 
of  the  deer,  antelope  and  wolf.  During  these 
first  j'ears  of  settlement  little  but  corn  could  be 
produced  from  the  ground,  and  the  settlers  were 
compelled  to  go  to  Missouri  for  groceries,  etc.,  and 
it  was  especially  hard  when  these  trips  occurred  in 
the  winter.  The  distance  from  one  neighbor  to  an- 
other increased  the  feeling  of  isolation  and  loneli- 
ness, and  altogether  there  was  a  severe  strain  upon 
the  courage  and  self-reliance  of  the  early  inhabit- 
ants. In  the  year  1865  they  came  to  this  county, 
and  are  now  living  in  Island  Grove  Township,  in 
the  enjoyment  of  good  health  and  comfortable  sur- 
roundings. There  were  ten  children  in  their  family, 
seven  sons  and  three  daughters,  all  of  whom  are 
now  living. 

Our  subject  was  the  fifth  child  of  his  father's 
family,  and  was  born  in  Mahaska  County,  Iowa,  on 
the  22d  of  August,  1848.  He  remained  with  his 
parents  until  he  reached  the  age  of  twenty-two 
years,  and  received  his  education  in  the  county 
schools.  On  the  15th  of  December,  1870,  he  was 
united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Susan  M.  Sharp,  who 
was  born  in  Montgomery  County,  Teon.,  on  the 
21st  of  Februarj',  1854.  She  is  a  daughter  of 
,     Jonathan  and  Margaret   (EI very)  Sharp,  Tvho  are 


natives  of  Tennessee.  Previous  to  the  marriage  of 
our  subject,  however,  he  had  had  some  experience 
with  the  Indians.  In  1863  he  enlisted  in  Company 
E,  2d  Nebraska  Cavalry,  for  nine  months'  service. 
He  went  from  Brownville  to  Sioux  City,  thence  to 
Dakota  and  Minnesota,  where  the  Indians  were 
making  trouble.  They  engaged  with  them  in  an 
encounter  in  which  the  Indians  outnumbered  them 
ten  to  one,  but  the  military  training  of  the  soldiers 
enabled  them  to  come  off  victorious,  and  at  the  ex- 
piration of  his  term  of  enlistment  our  subject  re- 
turned to  his  home  in  Pawnee  County,  Neb. 

In  1871  Mr.  Wymore  bought  eighty  acres  of 
land  on  section  35,  and  forty  acres  on  section  34, 
Island  Grove  Township,  for  which  he  paid  from  $3 
to  ^8  per  acre,  according  to  the  location  of  the  land. 
When  it  came  into  his  hands  it  was  in  an  unculti- 
vated state,  and  the  improvements  which  have  made 
it  such  an  attractive  farm  have  been  made  by  the 
hardest  labor  and  perseverance.  It  is  still  the  home 
farm,  and  j'ields  good  crops  of  grain,  corn  being 
raised  more  extensively  than  any  other  cereal. 

Our  subject  and  his  wife  have  gathered  about 
them  a  family  of  seven  children,  all  of  whom  are 
living  at  home,  and  have  received  the  names  of  Ira 
E.,  Francis  E.,  Cordelia,  Eva,  Harley,  Frederick  J. 
and  Grace.  Mr.  Wymore  gives  strict  attention  to 
tlie  work  of  his  farm,  in  which  he  has  been  success- 
ful, but  while  he  is  public  spirited  and  interested  in 
the  affairs  by  which  the  good  of  the  community 
can  be  secured,  he  does  not  seek  public  ofHce,  and 
is  content  to  leave  such  honors  to  others.  In  poli- 
tics he  votes  with  the  Republican  party. 


,fc  \i  ^, 


(^^  EBASTIAN  SENG,  a  representative  far- 
^^^  mer  and  stock-raiser  of  Clatonia  Township, 
(l^Qj)  owns  and  operates  160  acres  of  land  on 
section  13,  and  is  numbered  among  the 
enterprising  citizens  of  this  part  of  the  count3'.  He 
is  a  gentleman  in  the  prime  of  life,  and  a  native  of 
one  of  the  wealthiest  States  of  the  Union,  having 
been  born  in  Tazewell  County,  111.,  Oct.  17,  1841. 
His  parents,  Conrad  and  Elizabeth  (Fifer)  Seng,  were 
of  German  birth  and  ancestry,  and  emigrated  to 
America  before  the  birth  of  our  subject,  in   1838. 
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Their  five  children  inclnried  two  sons  and  three 
daughters.  Tiicy  settled  among  the  I'ionecrs  of 
Tazewell  County,  111.,  where  our  subject  was  reared 
to  manhood  and  became  entirely  familiar  with  the 
various  employments  of  farm  life.  His  education 
was  conducted  in  the  district  school,  and  he  re- 
mained a  member  of  the  parental  household  until 
in  the  twenty-fourth  year  of  his  age,  then,  having 
made  arrangements  for  the  establishment  of  a  home 
of  his  own,  he  was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss 
Catherine  Westraej-er,  the  wedding  taking  place  in 
Peoria,  111.,  March  1 2,  1 865. 

Mrs.  Seng  was  born  in  Germany,  in  August,  1840, 
and  is  the  daughter  of  Jacob  and  Catherine  West- 
meyer,  who  emigrated  from  the  Fatherland  about 
1858.  Their  family  consisted  of  ten  children.  The 
parents  are  now  deceased.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Seng 
there  have  been  born  six  chihlren,  two  of  whom, 
Otto  S.  and  Anne  C.  K.,  died  when  two  and  one- 
half  and  fifteen  years  old  respectively.  The  sur- 
vivors are  four  sons — William  H.,  Charles  C,  John 
W.  and  George  E.,  who  continue  at  home  with 
their  parents. 

Mr.  Seng  continued  in  Illinois  until  the  spring 
of  1884,  then,  determined  upon  a  change  of  loca- 
tion, he  crossed  the  Mississippi  with  his  family  and 
took  up  his  residence  in  this  county.  He  and  his 
estimable  wife  are  both  members  of  the  German 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  contributing  liberally 
to  its  support,  and  being  generally  interested  in 
those  matters  pertaining  to  the  social  and  moral 
welfare  of  their  communitj\  Mr.  Seng  is  a  thor- 
ough and  skillful  farmer,  and  enjoys  the  confidence 
and  esteem  of  his  neighbors.  His  homestead  forms 
one  of  the  most  pleasant  and  desirable  among  those 
of  Clatonia  Township,  which  is  settled  up  by  a  class 
of  people  more  than  ordinarily  intelligent. 


'ji?  EONARD  S.  AUSTIN.  Tl 
I  (©)  in  the  Western  countrj'  mo 
jiLJ^  the    truth    of    the    ancient 


There  are,  perhaps, 
more  illustrations  of 
cient  legend  which 
teaches  there  is  more  room,  pleasure  and  ease  at 
the  summit  of  the  social  eminence  than  in  any  other 
place.  The  gentleman  whose  biography  is  herein 
sketched   is  a   case  in  point;  the  only  capital  with 


which  he  started  in  life  was  a  clear  brain,  sound 
body,  and  an  indcpenilcnt,  aspiring  soul.  He  was 
born  in  Linn  County,  Iowa,  upon  the  14th  of 
March,  1849,  and  is  the  son  of  Joseph  and  Sarah 
(Sutton)  Austin.  His  father  is  a  native  of  Lower 
Canada,  his  mother  of  Hardin  County,  Iowa.  They 
became  the  parents  of  nine  children,  all  of  whom 
are  living.  The  mother  departed  this  life  on  the 
27th  of  August,  1874.  and  left  a  memory  of  faith- 
ful, affectionate  womanly  life  and  character  that 
will  endure.  Mr.  Austin,  Sr.,  contracted  a  second 
matrimonial  alliance  in  1875,  the  lady  being  Miss 
Alvira  Sleeth,  of  Cass  County,  this  State,  where 
they  at  present  reside. 

Our  subject  was  reared  to  manhood  in  his  native 
county,  received  the  best  education  obtainable  in 
the  schools  of  the  district,  with  which  his  parents 
judiciously  commingled  the  various  duties  of  farm 
life  and  attention  to  stock,  so  that  as  he  arrived  at 
manhood  he  had  mastered  these  important  details, 
and  instead  of  being  nonplussed  by  incomprehensi- 
ble minutia,  he  was  enabled  to  start  in  life  and 
operate  his  own  farm  after  the  manner  of  a  master 
of  such  pursuits.  He  is  at  present  the  owner  of  100 
acres  of  good  land,  which  has  been  brought  to  an 
almost  perfect  state  of  cultivation.  Mr.  Austin 
and  family  came  to  this  farm  in  the  month  of 
March,  1878,  having  purchased  it  at  the  cost  of 
13.50  per  acre.  It  was  then  in  its  original  unbroken 
and  unimproved  condition,  but  that  has  long  since 
given  place  to  a  newer  and  better  order  of  things. 
There  are  few  houses  in  the  county  more  happily 
placed  as  regards  situation,  or  better  calculated  by 
their  arrangement  to  supply  the  essential  factors 
of  a  true  home.  The  farm  buildings  have  been 
provided  by  thehumanltarian  thoughtfulnessof  our 
subject  with  such  conveniences  and  arrangements 
as  insure  the  greatest  comfort  to  his  stock. 

If  man  is  the  creature  of  circumstance,  as  many 
would  have  us  believe,  then  the  circumstance  which 
led  to  the  union  of  our  subject  and  Miss  Mary 
Nash,  of  Cass  County,  although,  perhaps,  fortuitous, 
was  exceedingly  happy  and  fortunate,  for  in  the 
years  that  have  passed  since  their  marriage  upon  the 
24th  of  September,  1874,  the  streams  of  life  then 
united  have  commingled  and  known  no  division, 
and  by  mutual  aid,  encouragement,  inspiration,  en- 


•►HK-^^ 


♦^h-^ 


U    250 


GAGE  COUNTY. 


thuslasm,  ambition  and  perseverance,  they  have 
risen  to.the  position  it  is  their  pleasure  to  occupy 
to-flay.  Mrs.  Austin  is  the  daughter  of  John  and 
Mary  (Hilder)  Nash.  Her  father  died  Sept.  20, 
1887,  at  the  age  of  sixty -seven  years;  her  mother 
still  resides  in  Otoe  County.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Austin 
are  the  parents  of  one  child,  who  has  received  the 
name  of  Emory,  and  has  attained  the  age  of  ten 
years. 

The  reputation  of  our  subject  is  most  enviable, 
both  as  a  man,  citizen  or  farmer.  In  the  latter 
connection  it  is  chiefly  as  regards  his  success 
with  his  stock.  He  is  the  owner  of  a  very  large 
number  of  fine  hogs  of  the  Poland-China  variety, 
.nnd  has  augmented  his  financial  prosperity  more 
from  this  branch  of  trade  than  any  other.  He  is  also 
the  owner  of  some  fine  cattle  and  horses.  As  a 
citizen  our  subject  is  careful,  so  far  as  he  is  con- 
cerned, to  aid  in  the  election  of  only  those  men  who 
will  endeavor  by  their  action  while  in  office  to  ad- 
vance the  interests  of  the  people,  without  regard  to 
petty  party  politics;  at  the  same  time  the  Repub- 
lican party  usually  receives  his  support.  He  is,  with 
his  wife,  well  received  in  society,  and  they  are 
held  in  high  regard  by  the  community.  He  is 
connected  with  the  fraternities  of  the  K.  of  P.  and 
I.  O.  0.  F.,  and  in  both  is  much  respected. 


JOHN  H.  CREAIG.  Upon  section  10  of 
Lincoln  Township  is  situated  the  farm  of 
one  of  Gage  County's  most  excellent  and 
worthy  citizens,  the  property  of  the  subject 
of  this  sketch.  This  farm  is  160  acres  in  extent, 
and  with  the  exception  of  a  few  acres  is  all  under 
the  plow.  It  contains  some  of  the  most  excellent 
agricultural  land  in  the  district,  and  whatever  nat- 
ural advantages  may  be  possessed,  its  value  and 
efficiency  have  been  greatly  enhanced  by  the  untir- 
ing and  zealous  labor  that  has  been  freely  bestowed 
upon  it  by  our  subject. 

Mr.  Creaighas  been  from  his  youth  a  farmer,  and 
therefore  comes  to  husbandry  fully  equipped  at  all 
points.  His  life  in  this  State  dates  from  the  11th 
of  May,  1872,  when  he  came  with  his  parents  from 
Cass  County,  111.,  where  he  was  born  in  th&  year 


1856,  to  William  and  Jane  (Tracy)  Creaig,  natives 
respectively  of  Illinois.  Besides  our  subject,  they 
were  the  parents  of  one  daughter,  to  whom  was 
given  the  name  Anna,  who  is  residing  in  the  north- 
western part  of  the  State  with  her  husband,  Greene 
Smith. 

Our  subject,  as  above  stated,  was  but  a  youth 
when  he  came  to  the  State,  and  the  happiest  part  of 
his  life  has  been  that  in  Nebraska.  He  has  been 
especially  fortunate  in  the  particularly  felicitous 
choice  made  bj-  him  of  a  life  companion.  At  Bea- 
trice, Sept.  15,  1880,  he  was  united  in  wedlock 
with  Celesta  I.  Rathbun.  This  excellent  lady  was 
born  at  Rochelle,  111.,  Jan.  16,  1862,  and  accom- 
panied her  parents  to  this  State  in  1871.  Practi- 
cally, she  was  brought  up  in  this  State,  and  received 
all  but  the  rudiments  of  her  education  here.  She 
has  developed  a  character  and  disposition  that  are 
calculated  to  make  her  home  and  every  member  of 
it  most  happy  and  truly  prosperous.  There  have 
been  three  children  born  of  this  union — Edward  C, 
Anna  R.  and  George  H. 

Our  subject  has  not  hitherto  been  prominent  in 
political  circles,  but  has  always  been  anxious  to  bear 
every  responsibility  that  is  his  as  a  citizen.  He  usu- 
ally votes  with  the  Republican  partj'.  Being  quite 
a  young  man,  and  already  the  recipient  of  the  most 
perfect  confidence  of  his  fellow-citizens,  who  ad- 
mire such  success  as  his,  especially  when  supple- 
mented by  high  personal  character  and  honor,  it 
will  be  a  matter  of  surprise  if  the  future  does  not 
contain  golden  hours  and  high  honors  for  our  sub- 
ject. 


ff  ENRY  H.  GROVES  keeps  abreast  of  the 
irj)  times  in  all  matters  of  general  public  im- 
!^^^  portance,  and  is  following  the  pursuit  of 
(^)  agriculture  with  much  success  on  his  land  on 
section  10,  Nemaha  Township.  His  parents,  Jacob 
and  Sally  (Warner)  Groves,  were  natives  of  Rock- 
ingham County,  Va.,  who  married  and  made  their 
home  in  Henry  County,  Ind.  The  grandparents  were 
natives  of  Germany,  who  afterward  emigrated  to  this 
country,  and  the  paternal  grandfather  was  a  soldier 
in  the  War  of  1812.  The  father  of  our  subject  was 
a  farmer,  and  in  1856  he  moved  from  Henry  County 
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to  IMarsliall  County  of  the  same  State,  where  he  le- 
mained  until  the  time  of  liis  death  in  1863,  at  the 
age  of  fiflj--sevcn  years.  The  mother  died  in  1874, 
aged  sixty-six  years,  after  having  seen  her  family 
comprising  ten  children  become  useful  and  noble 
men  and  women. 

Our  subject,  the  seventh  child  in  hisjfather's  fam- 
ily, was  born  on  the  20th  of  January,  1840,  in 
Fall  Creek  Township,  Henry  Co.,  Ind.  His  father's 
farm  was  situated  in  such  a  manner  that  it  bordered 
on  the  land  of  the  two  adjoining  counties,  and  in 
fact  the  home  had  been  at  different  times  in  each  one 
of  the  three  counties  of  Delaware,  Madison  and 
Henry.  Our  subject  attended  school  in  each  of 
those  counties,  and  enjoyed  an  experience  with  the 
"Hoosler  schoolmasters"  of  the  early  day.  The 
school-houses  were  built  of  logs,  and  the  furnishings 
were  of  the  most  primitive  style,  but  studious  and 
industrious  pupils  were  able  to  gain  considerable  in- 
formation from  their  text-books,  even  if  the  sur- 
roundings were  not  as  agreeable  and  attractive  as 
those  of  more  modern  times. 

As  a  dutiful  son  our  subject  remained  at  home 
until  he  was  twenty-one  years  old,  taking  his  share 
in  the  labor  of  the  farm  for  the  family  welfare,  and 
then  he  farmed  a  small  piece  of  land  of  his  own 
clearing,  still  making  his  home  with  his  parents  un- 
til the  time  of  his  marriage.  On  the  24th  of  Feb- 
ruary, 1866,  he  was  joined  in  matrimony  with  Miss 
Lucinda  Parish,  a  daughter  of  Green  and  Mary 
Emaline  (Kerr)  Parish.  Her  parents  were  natives 
of  North  Carolina,  in  which  State  they  were  mar- 
ried, afterward  moving  to  Indiana,  and  engaging  in 
farming  for  a  time  in  Rush  County.  They  then 
moved  to  Wayne  County,  and  afterward  to  Mar- 
shall County,  in  which  place  the  father  died  in  1864, 
aged  sixty  years,  and  the  mother  in  1874,  also  aged 
sixty  years.  Their  family  of  eight  children,  four 
boys  and  four  girls,  are  all  living. 

Mrs.  Groves  was  born  on  the  18th  of  September, 
1841,  in  Wayne  County,  Ind.,  in  which  place  she 
made  her  home  until  her  parents  moved  to  Marshall 
County.  She  attended  the  district  schools  of  her 
native  county,  and  after  her  change  of  residence 
she  attended  the  same  school  as  our  subject,  and 
afterward  taught  for  one  term  in  the  last-named 
county.     After  their  marriage  they   remained  for 


a  period  of  five  years  in  Marshall  County,  and  in 
1871  they  came  to  Nebraska,  and  the  husband 
bought  eighty  acres  of  land  in  Nemaha  Township, 
this  county.  He  then  took  up  a  homestead  of 
eighty  acres,  and  began  at  once  to  improve  his  land, 
in  which  he  met  with  much  success,  and  was  enabled 
to  make  subsequent  purchases,  so  that  now  he  is  the 
owner  of  440  acres  of  well-cultivated  farming  land. 
He  has  built  a  fine  house,  and  has  all  the  necessary  and 
convenient  buildings  for  the  care  and  shelter  of  his 
stock  on  the  home  farm,  consisting  of  120  acres  on 
section  10,  while  he  has  made  valuable  improve- 
ments on  320  acres  on  section  15.  He  has  two 
orchards  on  the  former,  and  one  on  the  latter  men- 
tioned farm,  containing  120  bearing  fruit  trees. 
There  are  also  beautiful  groves  containing  majjle, 
Cottonwood,  ash,  catalpa,  and  150  mulberry  trees, 
with  which  our  subject  has  beautified  the  home 
farm. 

Our  subject  and  his  wife  have  two  children,  El- 
mer and  Cora  Alice,  the  latter  still  living  at  home; 
Pvlmer  married  Miss  Lizzie  Casham.  Mr.  Groves 
is  a  member  of  the  Farmers'  Alliance,  and  has  taken 
an  active  part  in  advancing  the  educational  inter- 
ests of  his  community,  having  helped  to  organize 
the  schools  of  his  district,  and  having  served  as 
School  Moderator.  He  is  an  ardent  Democrat,  and 
as  far  as  he  is  able  he  assists  in  the  upbuilding  and 
upholding  of  an  honest  administration.  Personally 
he  is  endowed  with  an  exterior  which  is  a  true  char- 
acteristic of  the  inner  man,  and  he  presents  a  fine, 
noble  appearance.  He  is  a  first-class,  prosperous 
farmer,  and  is  equally  distinguished  for  his  excel- 
lent qualities  in  his  public  career. 


«^/  RTHUR  R.  FRANCIS,  of  Blakely  Town- 
^1    V    ship,  has  been  pursuing  the  even  tenor  of 

///  li)  his  way  on  a  good  farm  of  160  acres  for 
^  the  last  twenty  years,   having  secured  this 

proi)erty  by  homestead  right  in  October  of  1867. 
He  had  then  been  a  resident  of  this  county  one  year, 
and  thus  is  fully  entitled  to  the  honors  of  the  pio- 
neer citizen.  His  farm  lies  along  the  fertile  regions 
watered  by  Cub  Creek,  is  amply  supplied  with 
valuable   timber,  and  to-day,  with   the   improve- 
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ments  effected  by  the  baud  of  industry  and  enter- 
prise, is  numbered  among  the  valuable  homesteads 
of  this  region. 

Mr.  Francis  came  to  Nebraska  from  Benton 
County,  Iowa,  in  the  spring  of  1866,  in  company 
with  another  family,  making  the  journey  overland 
with  teams.  He  was  born  in  Kalamazoo  County, 
Mich.,  April  10,  1843,  and  is  the  son  of  Lyman 
Francis,  a  native  of  the  Empire  State,  and  of 
American  parentage.  The  latter  was  a  farmer  by 
occupation,  and  spent  his  childhood  and  youth  in 
his  native  county  of  Oneida,  N.  Y.  Upon  reaching 
manhood  he  sought  for  his  wife  a  maiden  of  his 
own  county.  Miss  Rachel  Fuller,  and  they  settled 
there  and  remained  until  after  the  birth  of  several 
children.  The  father  then  believing  that  he  could 
do  better  for  his  family  emigrated  to  Michigan, 
settling  on  a  farm  in  Schoolcraft  Townshii),  Kala- 
mazoo County,  where  they  were  among  the  earliest 
pioneers. 

The  Francis  family  sojourned  seventeen  years  in 
Michigan,  and  in  1861  the  father  sold  out  and  went 
with  his  motherless  children  into  Will  County,  111. 
They  lived  there  on  a  farm  three  years.  Then 
crossing  the  Mississippi,  Lyman  Francis  this  time 
located  in  Benton  County,  Iowa,  where  he  spent 
the  remainder  of  his  life,  his  death  taking  place  in 
October,  1873,  at  the  age  of  sixty-eight  years.  His 
wife,  Rachel,  had  died  at  the  homestead  in  Kalama- 
zoo County,  Mich.,  about  1851.  Mr.  Francis  was 
for  years  a  member  of  the  Christian  Church,  and 
both  parents  are  held  in  tender  remembrance  b^' 
their  children.  Of  these  there  were  born  to  them 
fourteen,  nine  of  whom  are  living  and  residing 
mostly  in  Iowa. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  the  fourth  child  of 
his  parents,  and  was  in  his  boyhood  when  they  left 
Illinois  for  Iowa.  He  was  educated  in  the  common 
schools  of  Benton  County,  and  became  familiar 
with  farm  pursuits  as  carried  on  in  tlie  Hawkeye 
State.  He  was  twenty-three  years  old  when  the 
family  came  to  Nebraska,  and  on  the  25th  ot 
December,  1866,  was  married  to  Miss  Ellen  Pheas- 
ant. This  lady  was  born  in  Tazewell  County, 
III.,  Feb.  17,  1846,  and  is  the  daugliter  of  Edwin 
and  Isabel  (Garton)  Pheasant,  who  were  natives  of 
New  York  and  Indiana,  and  are  now  living- in  Jef- 


ferson Count}',  this  State.  Mr.  Pheasant,  a  farmer 
by  occupation,  was  born  in  New  York  City,  where 
he  lived  until  a  youth  of  fifteen  years.  He  then 
came  westward  to  Illinois  with  his  uncle,  locating 
in  Tazewell  County,  where  he  grew  to  manhood  and 
was  married.  His  wife,  the  mother  of  Mrs.  Francis, 
was  born  in  Indiana,  but  reared  in  Illinois.  After 
their  marriage  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Pheasant  continued 
residents  of  the  Prairie  State  a  number  of  j'ears, 
then  with  their  family'  crossed  the  Father  of  Waters 
into  Benton  County,  Iowa,  whence  in  1866  they 
came  to  Nebraska  and  now  have  one  of  the  finest 
homesteads  in  Jeflferson  County.  Mr.  Pheasant  has 
now  reached  his  threescore  and  ten  years,  and  his 
estimable  wife  is  aged  about  sixty-three.  They  are 
most  excellent  people  and  members  in  good  stand- 
ing of  the  Christian  Church. 

Mrs.  Francis  was  a  \'oung  lady  when  coming  to 
Nebraska,  and  remained  a  member  of  the  parental 
household  until  her  marriage.  Of  her  union  with 
our  subject  there  have  been  born  seven  children, 
two  of  whom,  Clyde  and  Myrtle,  died  in  infancj-. 
Those  living  are  Owen,  Eugene,  Edwin  S.,  Nora  B., 
John  W.  and  Gertrude.  They  are  a  bright  and  in- 
teresting group,  and  are  receiving  both  the  school 
privileges  and  the  home  training  which  will  fit  them 
for  useful  and  honored  members  of  society.  Our 
subject  and  his  wife  are  members  in  good  standing 
of  the  Christian  Church,  and  Mr.  Francis,  politically, 
is  a  Prohibitionist. 
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^p^EORGE  GRANT,  deceased.    Among  the  first 
III  settlers  in  Grant  Township  was  the  subject  of 

^^41  the  present  writing,  and  if  there  was  one  fact 
more  clearly  evinced  than  another,  prior  to  and  at 
the  time  of  his  demise,  it  was  that  his  habits,  charac- 
ter and  life  had  commended  themselves  to  his  neigh- 
bors and  fellow-citizens,  and  that  they  held  him  and 
his  bereaved  family  in  the  highest  regard.  If  ever 
there  is  an  opportunity  to  discover  the  true  worth 
of  a  neighbor  or  friend,  it  is  in  the  pioneer  settle- 
ment, in  which  neighboring  families  are  thrown 
almost  entirely  upon  eacli  other  for  that  companion- 
ship without  which  life  is  barren  and  destitute. 
Our  subject  came  to  Grant  Township  and  settled 
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in  the  summer  of  1  858,  pre-empted  land  on  Turkey 
Creek  and  the  Big  Blue  River,  and  upon  it  estah- 
lislied  his  home,  thus  becoming  perhaps  the  first 
prominent  settler,  and  in  his  honor  tlie  township  was 
named.  At  various  times  he  held  all  the  offices  of 
the  township,  and  was  one  of  the  first  County  Com- 
missioners, and  so  much  had  his  otlicial  conduct 
commended  itself  to  the  people  that  he,  as  the  say- 
ing is,  ••  Carried  the  votes  of  the  township  in  his 
pocket."  He  was  one  of  the  most  active  and  pub- 
lic-spirited citizens  the  county  possessed,  and  withal, 
unselfish  and  disinterested.  From  his  first  vote  to 
the  last  he  was  a  firm  and  ardent  supporter  of  the 
Republican  cause,  believed  heartily  in  its  principles, 
and  supported  its  candidates. 

For  the  greater  part  of  his  life  our  subject  had 
lived  in  pioneer  settlements  and  had  developed  a 
large-hearted,  genial,  beneficent  character,  upon  the 
basic  principle  of  the  Gc>lden  Rule,  and  found  large 
opportunity  for  the  full  exercise  of  the  same ;  every 
man  was  a  friend  until  he  proved  himself  so  utterly 
devoid  of  principle  and  manliness  as  to  make  him 
unworthy  the  name.  What  he  was  to  his  neighbors 
lie  was  to  the  Stale  and  country — self-forgetful, 
generous  to  a  fault,  and  true  as  compass  needle  is 
to  pole,  loving  truth  and  justice  as  he  did  his  life. 
It  is  not  surprising  that  at  his  death  he  was  mourned 
by  all  who  knew  him,  as  they  mourn  who  lose  a  dear 
and  i)ersoual  friend. 

Prior  to  making  his  home  in  this  State  Mr.  Grant 
had  lived  in  Sauk  County,  Wis.,  where  he  had  resided 
for  over  twelve  years.  He  was  one  of  a  number 
of  emigi'ants  from  Somersetshire,  P^ngland,  where 
he  was  born  on  the  14th  of  February,  1819,  and  in 
the  same  county  his  familj'  had  lived,  married,  set- 
tled and  died,  for  many  generations.  By  trade  he 
was  a  carpenter  and  wheelwright,  and  had  learned 
and  followed  that  calling  in  his  native  country. 
While  still  in  England  he  was  married  to  Margaret 
Avery,  of  his  own  shire.  This  lady  accompanied 
him  on  his  journey  to  the  States,  and  landed  in  New 
York  prior  to  the  birth  of'  the  first  chihl.  Shortly 
after  this  event  had  transpired  they  came  on  to 
Wisconsin,  and  in  August  of  1858  the  family  re- 
moved to  Nebraska  and  located  in  what  is  now 
Grant  Township,  where  his  wife  died  in  the  year 
1861.     This  removal  was  made  in  the  interest  of 


the  young  people  of  the  family,  in  order  that  they 
might  have  a  better  start  in  life  than  otherwise 
could  be,  and  it  was  the  happiness  of  our  subject  to 
see  them  all  make  a  most  desirable  beginning,  with 
every  prospect  of  continued  and  ultimate  success. 

At  the  time  of  her  death  Mrs.  Margaret  Avery 
Grant  was  past  middle  life.  She  was  the  mother 
of  seven  children,  and  of  these  five  are  yet  living, 
whose  names  are  as  follows:  James  A.,  John  B., 
George  E.,  Isabelle  M.  and  Ann  U.  James  is  the 
owner  of  a  farm  in  the  same  township;  his  brother 
John  is  the  husband  of  Amelia  Carey,  and  is  also 
one  of  the  successful  farmers  in  the  same  neighbor- 
hood ;  George,  who  is  married  to  Ellen  Buss,  lives 
in  Superior  of  this  State,  and  is  a  wholesale  liquor 
dealer;  Isabelle,  now  Mrs.  John  Woodhouse,  is  a 
resident  of  DeWitt.  where  her  husband  follows  the 
trade  of  a  carpenter  and  builder,  while  the  youngest 
daughter  is  the  wife  of  John  McCabe,  a  stone-cutter 
of  Beatrice. 

Our  subject  was  married  a  second  time,  at  Crete, 
Saline  Co.,  Neb.,  upon  the  2d  of  September, 
1872,  the  lady  of  his  choice  being  Miss  Annie  Mas- 
ters, who  was  born  in  Devonshire,  England,  on  the 
30th  of  June,  1831.  This  lady  is  the  daughter  of 
William  and  Martha  (Hodge)  Masters,  both  of  whom 
are  now  deceased.  Her  father  was  a  farmer  and 
blacksmith,  and  lived  in  Devonshire  most  of  his 
life.  Their  daughter  Annie  was  the  ninth  of  the 
thirteen  children  born  in  this  family.  She  was  edu- 
cated in  her  native  county,  and  there  made  her 
home  until  the  yeai's  of  young  womanhood  were 
reached.  She  is  liappy  in  being  the  mother  of  a 
daughter,  who  is  a  pledge  of  her  husband's  affection 
and  a  link  that  will  ever  hold  her  memory  to  him. 
This  child  has  receiveil  the  name  Eleanor,  and  is 
now  thirteen  years  of  age. 

Mrs.  Grant  and  family  have  all  been  brought  up 
and  remained  in  the  Episcopal  Church,  of  which 
our  subject  was  also  a  member,  and  are  among 
its  most  ardent  adherents.  Mrs.  Grant,  who 
enjo3's  the  most  complete  confidence,  resiiect  and 
sympathy  of  the  community,  has  throughout  all 
her  bereavement  and  trouble  manifested  a  spirit 
of  Christian  resignation,  patience  and  hope,  that 
reflects  most  highly  upon  her  devotion  to  not  only 
her  husband  and  family,  but  also  her  religious  faith. 
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Her  education,  character  and  disposition  combine 
to  make  her  worthy  and  fit  to  grace  any  position  in 
the  home  or  in  society.  Our  subject  went  back  to 
his  old  home  in  England  in  1867,  and  brought  over 
one  sister,  three  nephews  and  two  nieces;  he  made 
a  second  visit  in  1871. 

Ji  OHN  E.  KELLY.  About  half  way  between 
i  England  and  Ireland,  and  somewhat  to  the 
I  northwest  of  the  Welsh  Cape,  HolyHead, 
'  lies  a  small  but  exceedingly  beautiful  island, 
the  legendary  law  of  its  people  being  filled  with 
countless  historic,  tragic  and  romantic  incidents. 
It  is  chiefly  inhabited  by  farmer  fishermen,  who  in 
their  little  world  are  happy,  peaceful  and  prosper- 
ous. They  largely  speak  in  their  native  tongue, 
the  Manx,  a  relic  of  the  ancient  Celtic  tribal  lan- 
guage. Upon  this  island  was  born,  March  16, 
1 845,  the  subject  of  this  sketch.  There  also  he  was 
reared  to  manhood  and  received  his  education. 

In  the  steamer  "  The  City  of  London"  our  sub- 
ject came  to  the  United  States  shortly  after  his 
twenty-third  birthday,  starting  upon  the  6th  of 
April,  and  landing  iu  New  York  on  the  21st  of  the 
same  month.  He  made  his  way  soon  after  his 
arrival  to  Ford  County,  111.  There  he  engaged  in 
farming  and  was  quite  prosperous.  This  property 
is  situated  on  section  22  of  Sicily  Precinct,  and 
comprises  240  acres  of  excellent  land,  splendidly 
adapted  for  purposes  of  husbandry,  well  improved 
and  highly  cultivated. 

Without  circumlocution  it  is  safe  to  say  that  the 
most  happy  decision  in  the  history  of  our  subject 
was  that  which  culminated  in  the  connubial  felicity 
resultant  from  his  union  in  marriage  ties  with  Miss 
Esther  A.  Taylor,  which  event  occurred  upon  the 
23d  of  March,  1873.  This  lady  is  a  daughter  of 
Jacob  and  Alice  Taylor,  of  whom  a  sketch  appears 
elsewhere  in  this  volume.  Their  daughter  was  born 
in  Lancashire,  England,  July  31,  1851,  and  con- 
tinued to  make  her  home  with  her  parents  until  her 
marriage,  and  in  the  pure  atmosphere  of  that  home 
the  seeds  of  that  noble  character  sprang  forth  and 
throve,  and  since  her  establishment  in  her  own  home 
have  yielded  results  without  which  the  life  of  her 
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husband  would  have  been  possibly  desolate  and 
destitute  of  the  prosperity  which  has  crowned  it, 
for  when  thej'  joined  their  hands  and  hearts  before 
the  hymeneal  altar  they  became  one  in  the  true 
sense  of  the  word,  and  their  interests  have  been 
unified  from  that  hour. 

There  have  come  to  consummate  the  happiness  of 
the  home  of  our  subject  seven  children,  whose 
names  are  here  appended  in  the  order  of  their  birth: 
Lewis  E.,  born  on  the  13th  of  August,  1874;  William 
J.,  April  21,  1876;  Bertha  M.,  June  3,  1878;  Fred- 
erick J.,  Sept.  7,  1880;  Cora  A.,  Nov.  21,  1882; 
James  A.,  Feb.  15,  1885;  and  Pearl  E.,  July  23, 
1887. 

With  the  exception  of  a  few  local  matters  our 
subject  has  voted  the  straight  Republican  ticket 
from  the  time  when  he  cast  his  first  vote  for  the 
martyred  President,  James  A.  Garfield.  He  is, 
however,  a  careful  and  earnest  student  of  questions 
of  the  Government  and  political  economy,  and  dis- 
tinguishes clearly  between  a  quasi  loyalty  and  true 
patriotism,  and  governs  himself  in  regard  to  political 
questions  accordingly. 

JAMES  CRAIG  is  a  young  man  who  takes  a 
prominent  rank  among  the  business  men  of 
Barnston,  having  by  his  own  activity  and 
industry  raised  himself  to  a  position  of  influ- 
ence as  banker,  real-estate  and  loan  agent.  He  was 
born  in  Grundy  County,  111.,  on  the  5th  of  March, 
1 850,  and  is  a  son  of  William  Craig,  who  was  a 
native  of  Ireland,  having  his  birthplace  near  the 
city  of  Belfast.  He  emigrated  to  the  United  States 
when  but  a  boy,  and  in  this  country  he  grew  up  to 
manhood  and  gathered  about  him  a  family  and  a 
circle  of  friends  and  acquaintances.  He  is  now 
deceased. 

Our  subject  received  his  elementary  education 
from  the  common  scliools,  and  then  took  a  course 
of  study  at  the  college  in  Wheaton,  DuPage  Co., 
111.,  which  fitted  him  for  active  business  life.  After 
his  course  at  college  he  taught  school  for  a  short 
time,  but  having  spent  his  earlier  years  on  a  farm 
he  preferred  to  engage  in  agriculture  until  Novem- 
ber  of    1885,    when    he   came    to    Barnston    and 
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engaged  in  his  present  business.  He  was  early  rec- 
ognized as  an  enterprising  young  nnan,  bearing  a 
good  cluiraiiter,  and  he  at  once  received  tbe  hand 
of  good-fellowship  from  the  prominent  residents 
here.  He  his  entered  heartily  into  the  public  affairs 
of  this  place,  supporting  the  movements  which 
tend  to  the  advancement  and  improvement  of  the 
public  welfare,  and  in  every  way  has  distinguished 
himself  as  a  good  and  loyal  citizen. 

On  the  9th  of  February,  1886,  our  subject,  real- 
izing the  fact  that  it  is  not  good  for  man  to  be 
alone,  was  joined  in  marriage  with  Miss  Emma  C. 
Wait,  a  daughter  of  Phillip  Wait,  of  Sedan,  Kan. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Craig  are  prominent  and  influential 
members  of  societj',  and  in  the  short  time  they  have 
made  their  residence  in  this  city  they  have  gathered 
about  them  a  circle  of  friends  and  acquaintances 
from  the  best  families.  The  business  in  which  our 
subject  is  engaged  naturally  brings  him  in  contact 
with  a  large  number  of  the  most  prominent  citizens 
of  the  community,  and  he  is  becoming  well  estab- 
lished here.  In  this  office  he  malies  use  of  the  im- 
proved time  lock  and  burglar-proof  safe. 


fft— ^ON.  L.  B.  BOGGS.  Prominent  among  those 
ilTjij  who  hav6  assisted  in  building  up  the  town 
JW^  of  Filley  is  the  subject  of  this  sketch,  a  man 
\^)  of  wealth  and  influence,  and  one  whose  nat- 
ural abilities  have  won  for  him  a  high  place  among 
the  financiers  and  business  men  of  this  part  of  the 
county.  His  portrait  may  be  seen  on  the  opposite 
page.  He  traces  his  ancestry  back  to  Ireland,  where 
his  paternal  grandfather,  Andrew  Boggs,  was  born, 
in  1759.  Upon  emigrating  to  America  he  settled 
in  Virginia,  and  spent  the  remainder  of  his  life 
there. 

James  Boggs.  the  father  of  our  subject,  was  born 
in  Virginia,  where  he  lived  until  a  young  man 
twenty  years  of  age.  Upon  leaving  home  he  rai- 
gi-ated  to  the  embryo  town  of  Newcastle,  Ind., 
where  shortly  afterward  he  was  married  to  Miss 
Martha  Stinson,  who  was  born  in  East  Tennessee, 
Oct.  26,  1806.  Her  fatlier,  John  Stinson,  with  his 
wife,  was  also  a  native  of  that  State,  and  they  spent 
their  last  j'ears  in  llenr3-  Count}',  Ind. 


The  parents  of  our  subject  continued  residents  of 
Indiana,  where  the  father  carried  on  fanning  until 
his  death,  which  occurred  Nov.  7,  1842.  The 
mother  survived  a  period  of  ten  years,  and  died  at 
the  old  homestead,  March  6,  1852.  Their  family 
included  seven  children,  six  sons  and  one  daughter, 
of  whom  the  following  are  living,  namely:  L.  B., 
the  subject  of  this  sketch;  Milton  M.,  a  physician 
of  Lincoln,  Ind. ;  Anthony,  a  farmer  of  Argus,  Mar- 
shall Co.,  Ind.;  Joel  L.,  a  merchant  of  Argus,  Ind., 
and  William  J.,  who  is  farming  in  the  vicinity  of 
Saline,  Kan. 

Hon.  L.  B.  Boggs  was  born  Sept.  3,  1828,  at  New- 
castle, Ind..  and  was  but  fourteen  years  of  age  at 
the  time  of  his  father's  death.  He  was  thus  thrown 
upon  his  own  resources,  and  for  two  years  follow- 
ing worked  for  his  board  and  clothes,  and  attended 
school  three  months  in  the  winter.  He  was  always 
recognized  as  a  bright  and  ambitious  lad,  and  de- 
termined to  have  an  education.  He  followed  farm- 
ing in  the  manner  already  described  until  twenty 
years  old,  and  was  then  so  fortunate  as  to  be  able 
to  enter  Wabash  Valley  College,  in  his  native  State, 
where  he  took  a  full  classical  course,  including  throe 
years  of  Latin,  and  one  year  of  Greek,  besi<les  the 
common  English  branches,  and  natural  science. 

At  the  close  of  his  college  course  young  Boggs 
was  employed  in  an  elevator  one  year  in  Michigan 
City,  and  then  took  up  the  study  of  medicine,  at 
Leesburg,  Ind.  Throe  years  later  he  entered  upon 
the  practice  of  his  profession  at  North  Manchester, 
where  he  was  located  until  the  fall  of  1858.  He 
then  changed  the  scene  of  his  labors  to  Neponset, 
III.,  where  he  operated  until  1*305.  From  there  he 
removed  to  Argus,  Ind.,  where  he  followed  his  [nv- 
fession  until  1870,  and  then  on  .account  of  failing 
health  turned  over  his  practice  to  his  brother,  and 
for  a  year  served  as  l)c[)uty  Marshal  of  the  Third 
District  of  Marshall  County.  At  the  expiration  of 
the  3'ear  he  resumed  practice,  and  continued  in  In- 
diana until  September,  1871,  when  he  traced  his 
steps  to  this  county. 

Dr.  Boggs,  soon  after  landing  in  Southern  Ne- 
braska, purch.ased  185  acres  of  land  in  what  is  now 
Filley  Township,  but  what  was  then  design.ated 
as  *-Mud  Creek."  For  this  he  paid  *4.50  per  acre, 
intending  to  coiumencu  stock-raising,  but  as  soon  as 
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it  became  known  that  he  was  a  physician  he  was  in- 
duced to  resume  his  profession.  He,  however,  did 
not  abandon  his  stock  operations,  in  which  he  was 
ablj'  assisted  by  his  sons.  His  practice  in  a  short 
time  extended  for  twenty  miles  in  different  direc- 
tions, his  farm  being  his  ofHce  and  headquarters. 

Dr.  Boggs,  in  1887,  feeling  that  he  had  done  am- 
ple service  in  the  professional  field,  and  having  edu- 
cated one  of  liis  sons  to  succeed  him,  retired  from 
active  practice,  and  is  now  for  the  most  part  giving 
himself  up  to  the  enjoyment  of  the  ample  fortune 
which  he  has  secured  by  his  energy  and  i^ersever- 
ance.  He  lias  given  his  children  a  liberal  educa- 
tion, and  finds  great  pleasure  in  establishing  them 
in  business,  and  watching  tiicir  careers,  which  there 
is  every  reason  to  believe  will  be  but  the  reflex  of 
his  own.  He  has  not  been  without  his  reverses, 
having  like  his  neighbors  fouglit  the  grasshopper 
scourge,  and  upon  the  occasion  of  one  of  the  severe 
storms  frequently  visiting  this  region  suffered  the 
loss  of  a  fine  barn,  which  was  struck  by  lightning 
and  burned. 

Our  subject  has  dealt  considerably  in  real  estate, 
and  besides  giving  a  farm  to  each  of  his  six  sons 
has  2G5  acres  of  good  land  in  Filley  Township.  He 
usually  keeps  a  herd  of  fifty  cattle  and  thirty  head 
of  horses  and  colts.  In  August,  1884,  Dr.  Boggs 
and  a  number  of  other  gentlemen  interested  in  the 
temperance  work  organized  a  publishing  company, 
of  which  the  Doctor  was  made  Vice  President,  and 
began  the  publication  of  the  I^eio  Eepublic,  with 
which  our  subject  remained  associated  until  1887. 
He  then  retired  from  its  management,  although  not 
from  any  lack  of  interest  in  the  work,  which  he  be- 
lieves to  be  one  of  the  most  important  on  the  face 
of  the  globe.  He  was  born  and  reared  a  Democrat, 
and  continued  one  until  after  the  election  of  Pierce. 
From  that  time  until  the  organization  of  the  Re- 
publican party  he  was  an  Abolitionist  until  this 
party  had  accomplished  its  object  by  the  extinction 
of  slavery.  In  1880  he  identified  himself  with  the 
Prohibition  party,  and  in  1884  was  one  of  the  Presi- 
dential electors  on  the  Prohibiti<m  ticket.  In  1876 
he  was  elected  by  the  people-  of  Gage  County  as 
their  Representative  to  tlie  Nebraska  Legislature, 
and  assisted  in  that  most  im|)ortant  measure,  the 
adoption  of  the  new  constitution.     IntheTrouse  of 
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Representatives  he  was  tlie  same  industrious  and 
energetic  spirit  that  he  has  been  always,  and  served 
on  the  Judicial  Committee,  besides  lieing  called 
upon  for  aid  in  the  settlement  of  various  vexed 
questions  outside  the  province  of  this  committee. 

During  the  term  of  Dr.  Boggs  as  a  member  of 
the  House  occurred  the  Senatorial  contest,  which 
resulted  in  the  election  finally  of  Alvin  Saunders, 
and  in  which  contest  the  Doctor  bore  no  unimpor- 
tant part.  In  his  township  and  county  there  have 
always  been  offices  at  his  command,  but  he  lias  pre- 
ferred the  quiet  of  home  surroundings,  and  to  give 
his  attention  to  his  farm  and  his  family.  Socially, 
he  belongs  to  the  Masonic  fraternity.  He  is  a  stock- 
holder and  one  of  the  directors  in  the  bank  at  Fil- 
ley, and  to  various  enterprises  intended  for  the 
advancement  of  the  people  around  him  has  ever  lent 
a  cordial  and  generous  support. 

The  marriage  of  L.  B.  Boggs  and  Miss  Virginia 
R.  Fraser  was  celebrated  at  the  home  of  the  bride 
in  Indiana,  Oct.  26,  1854.  Mrs.  Boggs  is  the  daugh- 
ter of  James  and  Sarah  (Campbell)  Fraser,  who 
were  natives  of  Washington,  D.  C,  and  are  de- 
ceased. Mr.  Fraser  was  born  in  Alexandria,  Va., 
July  3,  1798,  and  died  July  4,  1884,  in  Indiana. 
His  wife,  Sarah,  was  born  in  Washington,  D.  C,  in 
1808.  They  were  married  in  Washington,  and  in 
the  year  1834  emigrated  to  the  vicinity  of  the  em- 
bryo town  of  LaPorte,  Ind.,  where  Mr.  F.  followed 
farming.  There  the  mother  died  in  October,  1866. 
They  had  a  family  of  eight  children,  of  whom  Mrs. 
B.  was  the  third  in  order  of  birth.  Six  only  of 
these  children  are  now  living:  Catherine  is  the  wife 
of  Thomas  K.  Armstrong,  a  farmer  of  Johnson,  Mo. ; 
Noval  W.  is  superintendent  of  the  broom  depart- 
ment of  the  penitentiary  at  Lincoln,  Neb. ;  Virginia 
R.,  Mrs.  Boggs;  Mary,  Mrs.  William  Shumaker,  is 
the  wife  of  a  well-to-do  farmer  and  merchant  of 
Chilhowee,  Mo. ;  Joseph  R.,  of  LaPorte,  is  engaged 
in  merchandising,  and  Cornelia,  who  lives  there 
also,  is  unmarried. 

Mrs.  Virginia  Boggs  was  born  in  LaPorte  County, 
Ind.,  March  28,  1836,  where  she  was  reared  and 
educated,  and  remained  under  the  parental  roof 
until  her  marriage.  Of  her  union  witii  our  subject 
there  have  been  born  thirteen  children,  eleven  of 
whom   are   now   living,   namely:    James   F.,  born 
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Jan.  7, 1856,  and  now  carrying  on  fanning  in  Filiey 
Township,  this  county;  Charles  S.,  born  June  19, 
1857.  and  practicing  medicine  in  Filiey ;  Eva  L., 
born  Nov.  19,  1858,  and  now  the  wife  of  P.  E. 
Plumb,  a  telegraph  operator  of  Druinmond,  Wis.; 
Mary  Ellen,  born  Aug.  5,  1860.  and  the  wife  of 
William  H.  Andrew,  a  lumberman  of  Table  Rock, 
this  State;  Luther  H..  born  April  16, 1862,  a  livery- 
man of  Filiey;  Thomas  W.,  born  M.arch  8,1864, 
and  farming  in  Filiey  Township:  Benjamin  F.,  born 
March  16,  1866,  and  assisting  on  the  home  farm; 
Alice  C,  horn  March  4,  1868;  Virginia  Belle,  Dec. 
20,  1870;  Lewis  W.,  Nov.  4.  1875,  and  Midge, 
Feb.  11,  1881.  The  younger  children  are  all  at 
home  with  their  parents.  The  fine  family  of  chil- 
dren, the  beautiful  and  comfortable  home  where 
plenty  reigns,  tlie  standing  of  a  capable  and  ener- 
getic man  in  his  community,  form  a  picture  pleas- 
ing to  contemplate,  and  suggest  th^  true  object  of 
man's  creation,  namely,  to  glorify  the  Author  of  all 
good,  and  benefit  the  world  around  as  opportunity 
occurs. 


'^^^  B.  ESSEX.  Prominent  among  progressive, 
//^^  intelligent  and  industrious  citizens,  and  one 
^^^  who  has  distinguished  himself  by  honorable 
service  in  behalf  of  his  country,  is  the  gentleman  in 
whose  honor  we  have  commenced  this  sketch.  He  is 
the  owner  and  manager  of  400  acres  of  land  on  sec- 
tions 1  and  2,  in  Rockford,  and  thirty-five  in  Logan 
Township.  His  parents,  Isa.ac  B.  and  Isabella  D. 
(Willi.ams)  Essex,  were  born  in  Albemarle  County, 
Va.,  the  former  tracing  his  ancestry  to  the  Essex 
family  of  Maryland.  The  father  was  a  nurseryman 
and  fruit-grower,  and  for  a  time  after  his  marriage 
he  was  engaged  in  horticulture  In  his  native  State, 
removing  to  Ohio  in  1 825.  In  the  latter  place  he 
devoted  his  attention  to  farming  until  he  moved  to 
Peoria,  III.,  where  he  had  charge  of  the  first  school 
ever  taught  there.  He  next  changed  his  residence 
to  Princess  Grove,  Putnam  County,  where  he  re- 
mained three  years,  afterward  making  his  home  in 
Stark  County  for  several  years. 

The  father  of  our  subject  then  moved  to  Rock 
Island  County,  where  he  conducted  an  extensive 
nursery  and  fruit  business  for  thirty  j-ears.  lie  then 


moved  to  Union  County,  beginning  in  the  same 
business,  in  which  he  prospered  very  well.  Unfort- 
unately he  met  with  an  accident  which  caused  his 
death,  Nov.  7,  1877,  at  the  age  of  seventy -seven 
years.  The  mother  of  our  subject  died  in  Rock 
Island  County  in  1859,  aged  sixty-two  years,  after 
having  reared  a  family  of  seven  children,  who  bear 
the  names  of  Elizabeth  J.,  Elijah,  Elisha  J.,  Simeon 
E.,  Ira  B.,  Mary  S.  and  Truman  B.  The  father 
married  a  second  time,  in  1860,  a  lady  from  Ar- 
kansas, named  Mrs.  Carver,  by  whom  he  had  five 
children — Levi,  Isabella,  Ida  and  two  infants  un- 
named. 

Our  subject  was  born  in  Drury  Township,  Rock 
Island  Co.,  III.,  on  the  12th  of  July,  1837,  and  as 
he  grew  to  an  age  in  which  he  could  be  of  help  to 
his  father  he  really  took  charge  of  the  farm  vliilc 
his  f.ather  attended  to  the  nursery.  In  this  way  he 
received  many  valuable  lessons  in  the  latter  busi- 
ness which  have  aided  him  in  the  improvement  of 
his  own  place.  He  also  had  a  fondness  for  domes- 
tic animals  and  took  care  of  those  on  his  father's 
farm,  now  giving  special  attention  to  stock-raising 
on  his  own  behalf.  His  education  was  limited  to 
the  common  district  schools,  but  in  his  acquaint- 
ance with  the  world  he  has  gained  a  large  amount 
of  general  and  useful  information,  which  is  of  more 
value  than  the  elementary  learning  from  text-books. 

On  the  11th  of  September,  1862,  our  subject 
was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Louisa  J.  Sev- 
erns,  a  daughter  of  Nye  and  Magdalene  (Quick) 
Severns,  who  were  natives  of  the  Empire  State,  but 
were  early  settlers  in  Rock  Island  County-,  III.  The 
mother  died  in  187G,  at  the  age  of  sixty  years, 
and  the  father  died  in  December,  1877,  at  the  age  of 
sixt3'-flve  years,  having  eleven  children  in  their 
family,  of  whom  the  wife  of  our  subject  is  the 
ninth.  She  was  born  on  the  24th  of  November, 
1845,  in  Drury  Township,  Rock  Island  County,  and 
when  she  became  of  age  to  attend  the  district 
schools  she  received  her  earlj'  education  therein. 
Our  subject  had  become  the  owner  of  a  farm,  on 
which  they  resided  for  three  years  after  their  mar- 
riage, part  of  which  time  w.as  spent  in  the  service 
of  the  countr3',  it  being  the  time  of  the  late  civil 
disturbance. 

Our  subject  enlisted   for  100  d.ays'  service  with 
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Company  K.  140th  Illinois  Infantiy,  and  was  placed 
on  dutj',  guarding  the  Memphis  &  Charleston  Rail- 
road, and  was  in  Missouri  at  the  time  of  Price's 
raid.  After  honorably  serving  for  the  time  of  his 
enlistment  he  returned  home  and  went  on  his  fa- 
ther's place,  taking  charge  of  the  old  homestead  until 
the  fall  of  1873.  He  then  came  to  Nebraska  and 
purchased  his  present  400  acres  on  sections  1 ,  2,  and 
also  35  in  Logan  Township,  liaving  been  very  suc- 
cessful in  his  farming  and  giving  special  attention  to 
the  raising  of  live  stock.  He  feeds  cattle  largely 
and  ships  two  carloads  of  beef  cattle  and  a  car- 
load of  hogs  every  year.  His  herd  of  cattle  num- 
bers about  sist}',  exclusive  of  the  breeding  stock 
and  feeders.  He  makes  use  of  his  knowledge  of 
horticulture  to  beautify  his  own  farm,  and  on  it  he 
has  a  splendid  orchard  of  150  apple  trees,  plenty 
of  small  fruits,  vines,  etc.,  and  a  splendid  grove 
containing  several  acres  of  cottonwood,  maple  and 
box  elder  trees.  He  has  erected  a  very  fine  house, 
excellent  barns  and  out-buildings,  wiiich  greatly 
augment  the  value  of  his  possessions. 

By  his  marriage  with  Miss  Severns  our  subject 
became  the  father  of  five  children  now  living,  named 
Elmer,  Omer,  Myrtie,  Lelah  D.,  Truman  B.,  Jr., 
and  a  daughter,  Alma,  now  deceased.  His  wife 
died  in  April,  1883,  and  he  was  married  a  second 
time  in  Rock  Island  County,  111.,  to  Miss  Augusta 
P.  Davis,  a  native  of  that  county,  who  was  born 
on  the  2d  of  July,  1847.  She  had  received  an  ex- 
cellent education  in  her  early  years,  and  for  twenty- 
three  years  she  adorned  the  profession  of  teach-'ng, 
than  which  there  is  none  more  noble.  Since  her 
marriage  with  our  subject  she  is  the  mother  of  one 
child,  an  infant,  deceased.  The  parents  of  Mrs. 
Essex  were  Joseph  S.  and  Amanda  (Johnson)  Davis, 
natives  of  New  York  State,  and  were  married  there 
in  1832.  The  mother  died  Sept.  18,  1880;  the 
father  died  May  2,  1 882,  in  Rock  Island  County, 
HI.  Our  .subject  and  his  wife  are  honored  members 
of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  of  Summit 
Class,  of  the  Holmesville  charge.  The  service  in 
behalf  of  his  country  entitles  our  subject  to  a  mem- 
bership in  the  G.  A.  R.,  Rollins  Post  No.  35,  of 
Beatrice,  and  lie  is  also  a  member  of  the  social 
order  of  I.  O.  O.  F.  Lodge,  No.  19,  in  the  same 
city,  in  which  he  has  attained   the  degree  of  Past 


Grand.  Politically,  he  is  connected  with  the  Re- 
publican part}',  and  was  elected  to  the  office  of 
Count3'  Commissioner,  in  which  he  served  from 
1881  to  1885;  in  1886  he  was  Supervisor,  being  the 
first  to  occupy  that  office  in  Rockford  Township.  In 
the  Judiciary  Courts  he  has  served  on  the  Grand 
and  Petit  Juries,  and  is  prominently  identified  with 
the  educational  work  of  the  township,  now  serving 
as  Director  of  School  District  No.  49.  His  ability 
and  service  in  behalf  of  the  public  institutions  en- 
title him  to  an  honorable  mention  among  the  most 
worthy  of  the  township. 
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l,ILLIS  F.  HAMMOND  ranks  among  the 
intelligent  and  prosperous  j'oung  farmers 
of  Highland  Township,  of  which  he  has  been 
a  resident  for  four  years.  He  is  a  native  of  Jo 
Daviess  County,  11!.,  and  was  born  on  the  2d  of 
May,  1859.  His  parents,  Merwin  K.  and  Samantha 
A.  Hammond,  are  natives  of  Ohio  and  Pennsylva- 
nia respectively,  and  are  now  residing  in  the  place 
in  which  our  subject  was  born,  having  moved  there 
from  their  native  States  in  the  year  1830,  or  about 
that  time.  Of  tlie  children  who  comprised  their 
family  eight  are  now  living,  and  are  named  as  fol- 
lows :  Willis  F.,  Charles  A.,  Alice  E. ;  Anna  Sophro- 
nia,  the  wife  of  William  Koch,  of  Jo  Daviess 
County.  111.;  Frank  N.,  Royal  K.,  Freddie  E.  and 
Nellie  A.  Riley ;  one  other  child  died  in  infancy. 
The  parents  are  now  in  their  prime,  enjo3'ing  the 
fruits  of  a  life  spent  in  usefulness  and  well-doing, 
and  are  surrounded  by  relatives  and  friends  who 
rally  round  them  from  long  acquaintance,  they  hav- 
ing been  among  the  early  settlers  of  Jo  Daviess 
County. 

Our  subject,  being  the  eldest  of  a  large  family  of 
children,  was  early  called  upon  to  assume  part  of  the 
labor  necessary  for  their  maintenance,  and  thus  from 
his  boyhood  days  he  has  led  an  active,  busy  life. 
His  father  lived  on  a  farm  and  he  was  early  taught 
all  the  duties  pertaining  to  farm  life,  not  obliged, 
however,  to  neglect  his  education,  as  has  been  the 
case  with  some  less  fortunate  elder  sons.  He  at- 
tended the  public  schools  in  his  county  until  he  was 
thoroughl}'   posted   in   the  elementary  branches  of 
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learning,  after  which  he  for  a  time  attendeil  college 
at  Galena,  supplementing  his  course  of  instruction 
in  the  latter  place  h}'  a  partial  course  in  the  com- 
mercial department  of  the  Normal  School  at  Val- 
paraiso. Ind.  Thus  he  was  well  equipped  to  start 
out  in  business  for  himself  with  a  tliorough  educa- 
tion as  the  basis  of  whatever  vocation  he  might 
clioose,  and  since  he  had  spent  many  years  in  fanii 
labor  he  decided  to  continue  iu  the  same  occupa- 
tion. 

On  the  21st  of  September,  1882,  our  subject  was 
united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Lizzie  Campbell,  who 
was  also  born  in  his  native  county  on  the  28th  of 
March,  1 860,  and  is  a  daughter  of  John  and  Marj^ 
J.  Campbell,  the  former  of  whom  is  deceased,  and 
the  latter  is  now  making  her  home  in  Jo  Daviess 
Countj'.  By  their  marriage  the)'  are  parents  of  one 
son,  named  Charles  II..  who  was  born  on  the  28th 
of  January,  1884.  In  the  spring  of  that  year  our 
subject  came  to  this  county  and  settled  on  his  pres- 
ent farm  in  Highland  Township,  section  17,  consist- 
ing of  160  acres  of  well-improved  and  valuable 
land.  Besides  being  extensively  engaged  in  raising 
grain  and  general  farm  produce  he  gives  considera- 
ble attention  to  buying  and  feeding  cattle  for  the 
market,  and  by  successful  management  and  close 
attention  to  his  business  he  receives  a  lucrative  in- 
come, which  has  placed  him  in  very  good  and 
comfortable  circumstances,  with  well-improved  sur- 
roundings. 

Mrs.  Hammond's  father  was  a  native  of  Canada 
and  her  mother  of  the  Kmpire  State,  and  of  the 
seven  children  born  to  them  the  following-named 
are  living:  Robert  H.,  in  Jo  Daviess  County,  III.; 
David  G.  and  John  M.  are  deceased;  the  former 
was  a  phj'sician.  John  W.  resides  in  Humboldt 
County,  Iowa;  Lizzie  J.,  the  wife  of  our  subject; 
Anne  C,  in  Illinois;  George  E.  M.,  in  Illinois. 
Mrs.  Hammond's  mother  is  a  member  of  the  Pres- 
byterian Church  of  the  cit)'  in  which  she  now 
makes  her  home.  Both  our  subject  and  his 
wife  are  influential  members  of  the  Congrega- 
tional Church,  in  Cortland,  and  are  highly  es- 
teemed and  active  members  of  the  society.  The 
former  is  stoutly  in  favor  of  prohibition  and  has 
therefore  joined  the  partj-  which  advocates  the 
principles    of    total    abstinence    from    intoxicating 


drinks,  and  is  always  ready  to  lend  a  hand  to  the 
advancement  of  the  public  welfare  and  the  improve- 
ment of  the  institutions  of  education  and  religion. 
He  is  everywhere  spoken  of  as  a  straightforward, 
conscientious  business  man,  and  a  pleasant,  .accom- 
modating neighbor. 


^  1^  F.  DEWEY  takes  rank  as  a  prominent 
\^//  citizen  of  Island  Grove  Township,  having 
W^  for  many  years  been  actively  engaged  .as 
an  assistant  in  the  man.ageraent  of  public  institu- 
tions. He  is  also  an  enterprising  and  successful 
fjirmer,  and  owns  280  acres  of  splendid  land  on  sec- 
tion 24,  eighty  on  section  13  and  also  eighty  on  sec- 
tion 7.  His  father,  Eliakin  Dewey,  was  born  in 
Massachusetts  in  1788,  and  moved  to  Portage 
County,  Ohio,  in  1816,  where  he  followed  the  oc- 
cupation of  a  farmer,  and  died  in  1884.  His  mother 
was  Lydia  (Wolford)  Dewey,  who  w.as  born  in 
Pennsylvania  In  1808  and  died  in  1870,  after  hav- 
ing seen  a  family  of  nine  children  grown  to  man- 
hood and  womanhood. 

Our  subject  was  the  fiftii  cliild  of  his  father's 
family,  and  was  born  in  Port.age  Countj',  Ohio,  on 
the  26th  of  December,  1 834,  where  he  made  his 
home  until  he  was  twenty-one  years  old.  He  then 
went  to  Wisconsin,  and  in  March,  1858,  came  to 
this  county,  pre-empted  a  quarter-section  of  land, 
and  prepared  to  make  ills  home.  In  1863  he  was 
united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Susan  Perkins,  who  is 
a  daughter  of  Solomon  and  Martha  (King)  Perkins, 
the  former  a  native  of  Kentucky  and  the  latter  of 
Ohio.  Mrs.  Perkins  died  in  1882,  and  Mr.  Perkins 
is  now  a  resident  of  Pawnee  Count}'.  They  h.id  a 
family  of  eight  children,  of  whom  Mrs.  Dewe)'  is 
tlie  fifth,  and  was  born  on  the  1.5th  of  February, 
1844,  in  Bureau  County.  111. 

In  the  same  year  as  that  in  which  he  was  married 
our  subject  took  up  a  homestead  of  160  acres  in 
Island  Grove  Township,  but  in  188,5  he  bought 
120  acres  adjoining  that  on  section  24.  where  he 
now  makes  his  home  and  gives  especial  attention  to 
the  raising  of  live  stock.  But  while  he  is  indus- 
triously engaged  on  his  farm  it  docs  not  In  the  least 
1   disqualify  him  from   i)articipating   in   the   manage-    \  r 
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ment  of  public  nffaiis.  and  he  has  a  number  of 
times  filled  the  offices  of  his  township  witli  ranch 
credit  to  himself  and  satisfaction  to  the  community. 
For  two  jears  he  has  been  Supervisor  of  his  town- 
ship, and  for  twelve  years  he  lias  served  as  Road 
Overseer.  For  a  period  of  twenty  years  be  has 
been  closely  connected  with  the  educational  affairs, 
having  for  that  length  of  time  served  as  a  school 
officer. 

The  family  of  our  subject  and  his  wife  comprises 
nine  children,  on  whom  have  been  bestowed  the 
names  of  Timothy,  Marj',  William,  Henry,  Edwin, 
Carrie,  Eliza,  Dora  and  Louis.  Timothy  married 
Miss  Ida  Alexander,  Feb.  27,  1887,  and  resides  in 
Pawnee  County.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Dewey  are  influen- 
tial members  of  the  Christian  Church,  and  are  also 
well-known  and  active  members  of  the  Farmer's 
Grange.  Their  farm  has  been  nicely  improved  and 
is  the  source  of  a  lucrative  income,  while  it  is 
adorned  with  neat  and  well-arranged  buildings,  and 
is  separated  into  fields  of  convenient  size  by  rows 
of  good  fencing.  Our  subject  is  entitled  to  his 
share  of  public  honors,  whicli  is  the  just  due  of  all 
early  settlers,  they  having  endured  the  hardships 
and  trials  incident  to  pioneer  life,  and  prepared  the 
way  that  those  who  came  afterward  might  enjoy 
the  fruits  of  their  industry. 


^^=^ERD  ALBERS,  a  native  of  Oldenburg,   emi- 
ated  with  his  parents  to  America  when  a 


^^^  •"'  little  lad  eight  years  of  age,  they  settlin< 
first  In  Clayton  County,  Iowa.  There  our  subject 
lived  until  1869,  then  made  his  way  to  Nebraska, 
settling  first  in  Lancaster  County,  where  he  lived 
until  the  spring  of  1875,  then  changed  his  residence 
to  this  county.  Starting  out  for  himself  early  in 
life,  he  had  two  years  previously  secured  a  tract  of 
land  from  the  Burlington  &  Missouri  River  Railroad 
Company,  on  section  7,  in  Highland  Township, 
upon  which  he  soon  settled  and  which  is  included 
in  his  present  farm.  In  due  time  he  added  to  his 
first  purchase,  and  is  now  the  owner  of  160  acres, 
all  of  which  he  has  brought  to  a  good  state  of  culti- 
vation.    A  fine  illustration  of  the  self-made  man, 


he  has  worked  his  way  upward  from  tlie  foot  of  the 
ladder,  and  is  now  numbered  among  the  representa- 
tive pioneers  of  this  countj'. 

Mr.  Albers  was  born  Feb.  4,  1853,  and  is  the 
eldest  son  of  Gerhard  and  Lena  Albers,  who  were 
of  pure  German  ancestry.  They  are  still  living  and 
making  their  home  in  Lancaster  County.  Their 
family  included  eight  sons  and  three  daughters,  all 
of  whom  are  living  and  mostly  residents  of  Ne- 
braska, with  the  exception  of  one,  who  resides  in 
Colorado. 

Our  subject  a  few  days  after  his  twenty-second 
birthday  was  married,  on  the  7th  of  February,  1875, 
to  Miss  Maggie  De3',  a  native  of  Oldenburg,  Ger- 
many, and  whose  parents  were  John  and  Maggie 
(Wilkin)  De}'.  Her  mother  is  dead;  her  father 
is  in  Nebraska.  The  young  people  began  the  jour- 
ney of  life  together  in  Gage  County,  Neb.,  and 
Mrs.  Albers  has  proved  a  most  efficient  and  wortliy 
helpmate  to  one  of  the  most  industrious  pioneers 
of  his  time.  Of  their  union  there  have  been  born 
nine  ciiildren,  who  were  named  respectively :  George, 
Lena,  Fernando,  Emma,  Arnold,  Mary,  Melinda, 
Atie  and  Milly. 

The  land  of  Mr.  Albers  when  it  first  came  into 
his  possession  was  simply  raw  prairie,  upon  which  a 
furrow  had  not  been  turned.  He  was  the  very  first 
settler  on  section  7,  and  it  is  hardly  necessary  to 
say  his  neighbors  were  few  and  far  between.  As 
lie  looked  out  over  the  lonely  country  he  fully 
realized  the  magnitude  of  the  task  which  lay  be- 
fore him,  but  he  was  not  one  of  those  to  be  dis- 
couraged by  any  ordinarj'  circumstance.  He  put 
his  shoulder  to  the  wheel,  labored  early  and  late, 
practiced  the  most  rigid  economy,  and  made  it  a 
rule  to  live  within  his  income.  Such  a  course  sel- 
dom fails  to  bring  its  legitimate  reward.  He  is 
now  well-to-do,  with  the  prospect  of  a  full  compe- 
tence for  his  declining  years. 

Mr.  Albers  cast  his  first  Presidential  vote  for 
Hayes,  and  exercises  the  right  of  the  free  American 
citizen  to  support  the  man  whom  he  considers  the 
best  qualified  to  serve  the  interests  of  the  people. 
He  takes  a  genuine  interest  in  the  various  enter- 
prises which  generally  interest  the  farming  commu- 
nity, and  is  one  of  the  most  efficient  members  of 
Buda  Township  Agricultural  Society.  He  is  serving 
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his  second  term  as  Moderator  in  his  school  district. 
A  self-made  man  in  every  respect,  he  forms  one  of 
those  independent  and  reliable  cliaracters  which  are 
so  essential  in  upholding  the  moral  and  financial 
structure  of  all  good  society. 


(^^HEODORE  CARPENTER  is  extensively 
a(i^^  engaged  in  farming  and  stock-raising  on  his 
^^^  land,  consisting  of  about  400  acres  in  Lincoln 
Township,  which  he  has  conducted  for  four  years, 
and  has  it  well  stocked  with  a  good  grade  of  cattle, 
horses  and  hogs.  He  is  a  practical  and  progressive 
farmer,  and  talces  rank  with  the  best  in  the  county. 
He  first  came  to  the  county  in  187H,  from  Polo,  III., 
and  secured  land  in  Holt  Township  on  which  he  made 
many  improvements,  and  lived  for  several  j-ears, 
after  which  he  sold  it  to  his  father  and  came  to  his 
present  farm.  Previous  to  his  coming  to  this 
county  he  had  lived  for  eight  years  on  a  farm  near 
Polo,  111.  He  was  born  near  Hagerstown  in  Wash- 
ington Count}',  Md.,  on  the  1  Gth  of  August,  1 844,  his 
mother,  Susan  (Cross)  Carpenter,  also  being  a  native 
of  that  county,  and  his  father,  Jeremiah,  a  native  of 
Lancaster  County,  Pa.  The  parents  were  married 
in  Washington  County,  and  there  made  their  home, 
gathering  about  them  a  family''  of  seven  sons  and 
two  daughters.  In  1874  the  parents  and  younger 
members  of  the  family  moved  to  Illinois,  where  our 
subject  had  gone  four  years  previously.  They  were 
engaged  in  farming,  and  made  their  home  near  Polo 
until  they  came  to  this  State,  now  making  their 
home  in  Holt  Township,  the  father  aged  seventy  and 
the  mother  sixty-eight  years.  They  are  members 
of  the  Church  of  God,  and  are  highly  respected  citi- 
zens of  their  community. 

Our  subject,  the  fourth  child  of  his  father's 
famil}',  grew  to  manhood  in  liis  native  count}',  re- 
ceived liis  education,  and  was  there  married  to  Miss 
Missouri  Burk,  who  was  born  in  Greencastle,  Frank- 
lin Co.,  Pa.,  on  the  29th  of  May,  1846.  She  is  tne 
oldest  child  of  the  family  born  to  Michael  and  Mary 
A.  (Wingart)  Burk,  who  were  both  natives  of  the 
same  county  as  that  in  which  Mrs.  Carpenter  was 
born.  In  1881  they  came  to  this  count}',  and  are 
now  living  on  a  farm  in  Holt  Township,  being  com- 


fortably situated  and  surrounded  by  many  friends. 
Mrs.  Car|)enter  received  a  thorough  education,  and 
when  a  young  woman  went  with  her  parents  to 
W.Tshington  County,  Md.,  in  which  place  she  married 
our  subject.  By  their  marriage  they  have  become 
the  parents  of  seven  children,  who  are  named  Harry 
B.,  Mamie  A.,  Viola  Dell,  Albert  M.,  Addie  G., 
Wyley  and  Charles  M. 

Although  our  subject  has  been  a  resident  of 
Lincoln  Township  for  about  four  years,  his  progress- 
ive .and  enterprising  spirit  has  been  recognized  by 
the  people  of  his  community,  and  he  has  been  called 
to  fill  the  olKces  of  Supervisor  and  School  Director. 
He  is  an  ardent  Democrat  in  politics,  and  has  in 
every  way  proved  himself  a  tlioroughly  good 
citizen.  He  is  particularly  to  be  congratulated 
upon  the  successful  manner  in  which  he  manages  his 
large  farm  and  supplies  it  with  modern  conveni- 
ences which  so  facilitate  the  labor.  His  house,  barns 
and  stock  buildings,  are  all  in  a  good  condition  and 
well  calculated  to  afford  abundant  room  for  the 
storage  of  the  lucrative  yields  from  the  fertile 
ground  .and  protection  to  the  stock.  Where  active 
industry  has  been  able  to  make  improvements  they 
have  been  made,  and  have  well  repaid  our  subject 
for  his  trouble.  He  and  his  wife  are  prominent 
society  peo[)le,  and  are  well  liked  for  their  genial 
and  pleasant  dispositions,  their  courteous  and  hos- 
pitable manners,  and  their  thoughtful  consideration 
for  the  comfort  and  happiness  of  others. 

flr_^  ERBERT  HILL.  Some  of  the  most  glow- 
ifjll  ing  pages  of  our  National  history  are  those 
1^^  which  have  been  provided  by  the  Quaker 
l^)  State,  and  its  sons  who  have  gone  into  newer 
countries  have  carried  with  them  the  characteristics 
of  their  people,  and  have  made  their  way  to  the 
front  ranks,  advancing  not  simply  their  own  inter- 
ests, but  those  of  the  present  and  future  of  the  dis- 
trict in  which  they  have  settled.  Our  subject  was 
born  in  Erie  County,  Pa.,  on  the  27th  of  May, 
1856,  and  was  there  reared  and  educated,  receiv- 
ing such  instruction  in  books  as  supplied  by  the  dis- 
trict schools  of  his  native  county. 

The  parents  of  our   subject,  Arthur  and  Mary 
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A.  (Hale)  Hill,  were  natives  of  Vermont  and  Mas- 
sachusetts respectively.  The  parents  of  Mrs.  Hill 
had  migrated  to  Pennsylvania  while  she  was  in  her 
youth,  and  there  the  acquaintance  had  been  formed 
which  resulted  in  the  above  union,  which  was  fruit- 
ful in  the  birth  of  eight  children,  our  subject  being 
the  fourth  child.  There  is  no  greater  mistake  than 
to  imagine  that  the  interests  of  the  individual,  the 
State  and  the  country,  are  better  served  by  celi- 
bacy than  otherwise.  The  Creator,  in  the  arrange- 
ment of  these  matltrs,  has  been  proved  to  be  "too 
wise  to  err,"  and  he  is  the  truest  citizen,  and  more 
mindful  of  his  country's  interests,  who  adopts  the 
course  taken  by  Mr.  Hill  in  regard  to  this  matter. 
His  life  has  been  more  complete,  more  successful 
and  brighter  because  of  his  marriage.  This  impor- 
tant event  was  celebrated  in  his  native  county  on 
the  18th  of  December,  1879,  the  lady  of  his  choice 
being  Miss  Ettie  Gardner,  a  daughter  of  Hammond 
and  Elmira  (Webster)  Gardner,  natives  of  Penn- 
sylvania. The  family  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hill  in- 
cludes three  sons,  who  have  been  named  Harry  E., 
Clyde  E.  and  Herbert. 

The  chosen  occupation  of  onr  subject  has  been 
that  of  husbandry,  and  be  now  owns  a  very  fine  farm, 
comprising  eighty  acres  of  excellent,  arable  land  on 
section  34,  Sicily  Township.  His  property  is  all 
well  improved,  and  brought  to  a  high  state  of  agri- 
cultural efficiency.  The  farm  is  usuallj'  operated 
with  a  view  to  supplying  sufficient  grain,  etc.,  to 
feed  his  stock,  only  selling  what  he  may  have  over 
and  above  that  supply.  He  takes  special  interest 
in  stock-raising,  and  is  the  owner  of  a  fine  herd  of 
cattle  and  a  large  number  of  Poland-China  hogs. 
Our  subject  is  a  man  of  large  energy  and  what 
might  be  called  a  tireless  worker,  and  by  his  efforts 
has  brought  his  farm  to  a  condition  seldom  sur- 
passed. 

Few  men  are  there  who  are  constituted  so  as  to 
enjoj'  their  home  more  than  our  subject,  and  his 
chief  delight  is  found  in  the  society  of  his  excel- 
lent wife  and  his  three  sons,  who  are  developing 
such  mental  power  and  manly  traits  of  character  as 
to  warrant  the  belief  that  there  is  a  large  future  be- 
fore them,  and  that  they  will  prove,  as  the  years 
pass,  a  continuous  source  of  legitimate  parental 
'  '    pride  to  our  subject  and  their  mother.     Political 


matters  do  not  absorb  the  attention  of  our  subject 
so  much  as  they  perhaps  would  if  he  were  living 
other  than  on  his  farm ;  not  that  he  is  careless  of 
the  interests  of  the  people  or  is  disloyal  in  any  re- 
gard, per  contra,  there  are  few  who  have  more  of  true 
patriotic  fire  than  he.  Although  usually  numbered 
with  the  Democratic  party  and  voting  its  ticket  in 
the  larger  issues,  in  more  local  matters  attention  is 
given  first  to  the  candidate's  ability'  and  character, 
his  party  being  a  secondary  consideration.  He  is- 
ever  a  consistent  friend  of  good  order  and  higher 
morals,  and  is  regarded  among  the  most  sterling 
citizens  of  the  township. 

ERNST  BUTE  came  to  Nebraska  in  the  spring 
of  1874,  and  purchased  eighty  acres  of  rail- 
1  road  land  on  section  1  in  Clatonia  Town- 
ship, which  land  is  now  included  in  his  present 
farm.  Since  that  time,  however,  he  has  added  forty 
acres,  and  has  brought  the  whole  to  a  good  state  of 
cultivation.  He  commenced  in  life  empty-handed, 
having  nothing  but  his  own  resources  to  depend 
upon,  and  thus  may  be  properly  numbered  among 
the  self-made  men  of  this  county  who  have  em- 
ployed their  time  to  good  advantage,  and  are  now 
classed  among  its  well-to-do  and  reliable  citizens. 

The  German  element  of  Gage  County  comprises 
a  large  pi-oportion  of  its  substantial  men.  The  sub- 
ject of  our  sketch  was  born  in  the  Kingdom  of 
Prussia,  Aug.  3,  1851,  and  is  the  son  of  Frederick 
and  Henrietta  (Lucte)  Bute,  the  former  of  whom 
died  when  Ernst  was  a  mere  child.  When  a  lad  of 
thirteen  he  lost  his  only  remaining  parent,  and  was 
thus  an  orphan  indeed.  He  was  then  taken  into 
the  home  of  a  brother,  and  remained  in  his  native 
Province  until  a  youth  of  seventeen  j-ears.  In  the 
meantime  he  attended  school  considerably,  and 
now  determined  to  seek  his  fortunes  on  the  other 
side  of  the  Atlantic. 

Our  subject,  in  the  spring  of  1 868,  engaged  pass- 
age in  a  steamer  bound  from  the  port  of  Bremen 
to  New  York  City,  and  after  an  ocean  voyage  of 
more  than  two  weeks  set  foot  upon  American  soil. 
After  looking  about  him  for  a  short  time  in  the 
great  metropolis,  he  proceeded  directly  westward  to 
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Stophcnson  County,  111.,  where  he  worked  on  a  farm 
three  j-ears.  anil  then  chaiigerl  his  residence  to  Ogle 
County.  From  there  he  came,  in  the  spring  of 
1874.  to  Nebraska. 

Our  siilijcct.  while  a  resident  of  Illinois,  was  mar- 
ried, in  187C.  to  Miss  Mary  Gake,  a  native  of  that 
State,  who  was  born  Aug.  16,  1851.  Her  parents 
were  natives  of  Germany.  The  father  is  now  de- 
ceased;  the  mother  resides  in  Illinois.  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Bute  began  the  journey  of  life  together  in 
Gage  County,  and  of  their  union  theie  have  been 
born  seven  children,  namely :  .Sophia,  Elsie,  Fred- 
ricka.  John,  Cora,  Dora  and  an  infant  unnamed. 
The  eldest  is  twelve  years  of  age,  and  they  all  con- 
tinue under  the  home  roof. 

Mr.  Bute  is  not  a  member  of  any  religious  or- 
ganization, but  he  believes  in  church  institutions, 
and  gives  his  support  to  every  enterprise  calculated 
to  benefit  the  people  morally  and  financially.  Po- 
liticalh',  he  is  a  Democrat,  is  one  of  the  School 
Directors  of  his  district,  ami  one  of  the  three  ap- 
praisers of  the  Clatonia  Mutual  Insurance  Associ- 
ation. He  is  recognized  as  a  leader  among  his 
fellow-citizens,  is  a  man  straightforward  in  his  busi- 
ness transactions,  and  prompt  to  meet  his  obliga- 
tions. These  qualities  of  character  will  furnish  any 
man  a  passport  to  the  esteem  and  confidence  of  his 
fellowmen. 

-^ ^^B ^ 

ARTIN  V.  ELLIS  is  a  young  gentleman  in 
excellent  standing,  who  is  engaged  in 
farming  and  stock-raising  on  section  25, 
Elm  Township.  His  father,  Thomas  H. 
Ellis,  was  born  in  Kentucky,  and  married  for  his 
first  wife  Miss  Fuller,  who  was  born  in  Tennessee. 
There  was  a  family  of  three  children  as  the  result 
of  this  marriage — Sarah  J.,  Serenah  D.  and  James 
M.  At  the  age  of  nineteen  years  the  son,  James 
M.,  enlisted,  in  the  fall  of  1861,  in  Company  G, 
130th  Illinois  Infantry-,  and  was  present  during  the 
siege  of  Vicksburg,  and  the  encounter  at  Jackson, 
Miss.  He  was  among  the  large  number  of  brave 
men  who  enlisted  in  the  war,  and  never  again  was 
permitted  to  see  his  home  and  friends,  having  been 
killed  at  Shrcveport,  La.,  in  the  spring  of  18G4. 


The  father  of  our  subject  was  a  second  lime  mar- 
ried, to  MissMalinda  Phillips,  who  is  the  mother  of 
our  subject.  She  was  born  in  Tennessee,  and  after 
their  marriage  they  moved  to  Coles  County,  111., 
where  the  father  died  in  1861,  at  the  age  of  forty- 
nine  years.  By  this  second  marriage  there  w.as  a 
family  of  six  children,  the  names  of  whom  are :  M.ay 
A..  Martin  V.,  Marg.arct  L.,  John  C,  Matilda  A. 
and  McKajie.  After  the  death  of  the  father  the 
mother  of  our  subject  was  married  again,  to  J.  W. 
Vaughan,  who  was  also  a  native  of  Tennessee,  and 
a  minister  in  the  Baptist  Church.  At  present  they 
are  living  in  Mattoon,  III.,  and  have  one  child, 
Thomas  M.,  who  is  traveling  for  a  music  house. 

Our  sul)jpct  was  born  on  the  8th  of  May,  1850, 
in  Coles  County,  111.,  where  he  received  a  common- 
school  education,  and  remained  at  home  on  the  farm 
until  1878.  He  then  came  to  .Seward  County,  this 
State,  and  staid  one  year,  after  which  he  removed 
to  Glenwood  Township,  this  county,  and  bought  a 
farm,  on  which  he  lived  for  four  years,  making  the 
necessary  improvements.  After  four  years  lie  sole! 
his  land  and  came  to  Elm  Township,  in  which  he 
bought  eighty  acres  of  land,  and  has  since  made  his 
home  here.  He  has  made  a  great  many  improve- 
ments, among  which  are  the  setting  out  of  a  fine 
fruit  orchard  and  a  grove  of  shade  trees. 

On  the  21st  of  September,  1871,  our  subject 
was  married,  in  Coles  County,  111.,  to  Miss  Mary  A. 
Layton,  who  is  a  daughter  of  Henry  C.  and  Martha 
J.  (Logan)  Layton,  both  of  whom  were  natives  of 
Kentucky.  They  moved  to  Macon  County,  111.,  in 
1854,  and  in  1869  to  Coles  County,  where  they  are 
still  living.  They  are  the  parents  of  eight  children, 
as  follows:  Fllizabeth,  William  T.,  Mary  A.  J., 
Hugh,  Laura  B..  Francis  M.,  Andrew  I.  and  Charles. 
Mrs.  Ellis  was  born  in  Kentuck}',  on  the  19th  of 
January,  1850,  and  by  her  marri.age  she  has  become 
the  mother  of  seven  children,  whose  names  are: 
Gilbert  T.  (deceased),  Thomas  H.,  Jesse  L.,  Ora  P., 
Gertie  A.,  Henry  C.  (deceased)  and  Hattie  F. 

Mr.  Ellis  was  elected  Treasurer  of  the  School 
Board  in  1883,  which  odice  he  still  holds,  and  in 
various  other  ways  does  he  share  the  laboi-s  of  pub- 
lic enterprise.  He  has  joined  Company  C  of  the 
State  Militia,  at  Beatrice,  and  in  politics  he  favors 
the  Republican  party.     He  and  his  wife  are  nicni- 
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bers  of  the  Churcliof  God,  and  are  most  consistent 
Christians  at  home  and  abroad.  They  are  deeply  in- 
terested in  the  future  welfare  of  their  family,  hav- 
ing a  wealth  of  affection,  and  a  desire  to  secure  them 
every  advantage,  that  they  may  grow  up  to  he  use- 
ful men  and  women.  In  her  home  Mrs.  Ellis  pos- 
sesses the  charm  of  true  Southern  hospitality  taward 
her  guests,  and  entertains  her  friends  in  a  royal 
manner. 

^  ARTIN  L.  CARPENTER  has  by  industry 
and  perseverance  acquired  valuable  prop- 
erty during  his  four  years'  residence  in  Lin- 
coln Township,  having  risen  from  moderate 
circumstances  since  his  arrival  in  this  county,  in  the 
spring  of  1884.  Previous  to  his  residence  here  he 
lived  in  Beatrice  for  a  few  months,  to  which  place 
he  had  come  from  Eagle  Point,  Ogle  Co.,  111.  He 
was  born  near  Hagerstown,  Washington  Co.,  Md., 
on  the  22d  of  August,  1854.  and  is  a  son  of  Jere- 
miah and  Susan  (Cross)  Carpenter,  the  former  of 
whom  was  a  native  of  Lancaster  County,  Pa.,  and 
the  latter  of  Washington  County,  Md.  The  par- 
ents were  married  in  the  latter-named  place,  and 
there  made  their  home,  a  family  of  seven  sons  and 
two  daughters  growing  up  around  them.  In  1874 
they  came  to  Illinois,  and  made  their  home  near 
Polo  until  they  came  to  this  State,  and  they  are  now 
making  their  home  in  Holt  Township.  The  father  is 
aged  seventy,  and  the  mother  sixt^^ -eight  years,  and 
they  are  members  of  the  Church  of  God,  enjoying  in 
their  later  days  the  fruits  of  their  early  industry, 
and  the  esteem  and  friendship  of  the  people  of 
their  community. 

Our  subject  spent  the  early  years  of  his  life  in  his 
native  county,  where  he  was  educated  in  the  public 
schools,  and  instructed  in  the  duties  pertaining  to 
an  agricultural  life,  after  which  he  was  united  iu 
marriage,  near  Greencastle,  Franklin  Co.,  Pa.,  on  the 
27th  of  April,  1872,  to  Miss  Anna  Osbaugh.  She 
was  born  in  the  above-named  city  on  the  14th  of 
February,  1855,  and  is  a  daughter  of  William  and 
Harriet  (Ruthrauff)  Osbaugh,  the  former  of  whom 
is  now  living  near  Springfield,  111.,  aged  about 
threescore  years.  He  is  a  cooper  by  trade,  and  in 
connection   with    that   business    he    owns  and  has 
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charge  of  a  store.  The  mother  of  Mrs.  Carpenter 
died  while  she  was  making  a  visit  in  Lee  County, 
111.,  in  1884,  when  she  was  about  flfty-six  years  old. 
She  and  her  husband  were  members  of  the  German 
Reformed  Church,  and  were  highly  respected  by 
all  who  knew  them. 

Mrs.  Carpenter  passed  her  girlhood  days  in  Green- 
castle, Pa.,  and  as  she  grew  up  to  womanhood  she 
completed  her  education  in  the  various  branches 
of  learning,  and  cultivated  the  womanly  virtues 
which  have  made  her  so  estimable  a  lady.  In  1874 
our  subject  with  his  wife  and  his  father's  family 
moved  to  Ogle  County,  111.,  where  they  remained 
for  some  time.  They  now  have  a  family  of  four 
bright,  intelligent  children,  whose  names  are  Iva  E., 
Zoe  Adrian,  Roy  H.  and  Harley  G.  Since  their 
residence  here  they  have  been  prosperous  and  suc- 
cessful, and  are  rapidly  becoming  situated  in  a 
condition  to  enjoy  life  without  so  much  hard  labor, 
which  speaks  well  for  the  industrious  disposition 
and  careful  management  of  our  subject.  He  is  a 
genial  and  affable  man,  and  has  won  a  large  circle 
of  admiring  friends  by  his  kindlj',  considerate  nature 
and  his  true,  manlj^  courtesy.  He  has  held  the  office 
of  Treasurer  of  his  township  with  credit  to  himself 
and  with  satisfaction  to  the  community,  and  where 
political  matters  are  discussed  he  proves  himself  a 
well-informed  and  ardent  Democrat. 

AVID  S.  FAULDER.  It  is  the  object  of 
those  who  leave  for  the  West  or  newer 
Territories  to  make  for  themselves  a  home 
there,  or  the  means  of  purchasing  one 
elsewhere,  and  the  whole  of  the  Great  West  is  dot- 
ted over  with  the  attainment  of  those  hopes.  Han- 
aver  Township  supplies  several  cases  in  point ;  among 
them,  and  one  of  the  most  pleasant,  comfortable 
and  happy,  is  that  of  David  S.  Faulder,  whose  life 
is  in  this  sketch  briefly  outlined. 

It  was  in  the  fall  of  1878  that  Mr.  Faulder  set- 
tled upon  his  now  valuable  and  highly  cultivated 
farm,  situated  on  section  25,  and  comprising  160 
acres.  Our  subject  is  a  native  of  Washington 
County,  Md.,  and  was  born  on  the  9th  of  January, 
1832.  He  is  a  son  of  Samuel  and  Margaret  (Rahr) 
m^ 
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Fauldcr,  natives  respcc-tivel}-  of  Maryland  and 
Pennsylvania.  This  family  is  of  English  e.xtraction, 
the  paternal  grandparents,  John  and  Hannah  Faul- 
dcr,  liaving  emigrated  to  this  country  about  the 
year  1794.  They  landed,  and  for  a  time  staid 
in  New  York,  and  then  settled  in  Maryland.  This 
gentleman  was  liy  trade  a  tailor,  and  also  for  a 
time  taught  school.  His  faniilj'  included  twelve 
children,  all  of  whom  were  born  in  the  United 
States. 

The  father  of  our  subject  was  born  in  1798,  and 
learned  the  trade  of  cooper,  supplementing  the 
same  with  agriculture.  His  home  was  in  Maryland, 
near  the  Pennsylvania  border,  and  iiere,  with  the 
exception  of  some  years  spent  in  the  adjoining 
county,  across  the  State  line,  his  whole  life  was 
spent.  His  death  occurred  in  the  year  1872,  his 
wife  having  died  about  fourteen  years  previously,  at 
the  age  of  sixty-four  years,  in  1858.  They  were  the 
parents  of  three  children  :  Mary,  the  wife  of  Reuben 
Sliover,  who  make  their  home  in  Waynesburg,  Pa.; 
David  S.,  our  subject;  and  Margaret,  the  wife  of 
John  Fahrney,  of  Maryland. 

The  early  days  of  our  subject  were  spent  upon 
the  farm,  between  the  duties  of  which  and  those  of 
the  school  his  boyhood  was  filled.  Afterward  he 
mastered  the  trade  of  a  cooper,  and  continued  to 
follow  the  same  for  about  ten  years.  In  1853  he 
was  united  in  marriage  with  Elizabeth  Snyder,  who 
was  also  born  in  Maryland,  in  Washington  County, 
on  the  27th  of  February,  1853.  This  lady,  who 
possesses  attributes  and  graces  that  qualify  her  to 
make  the  home  of  her  husband  all  that  is  contained 
in  that  expressive  word,  is  the  daughter  of  Simon 
and  Amy  Snyder.  After  m.irriagethe  young  couple 
settled  in  their  native  State,  and  engaged  in  agricult- 
ural and  pastoral  pursuits,  continuing  the  same 
with  slow  but  sure  prosperity  until  1873,  when  they 
removed  to  Ogle  County,  111.,  and  made  their  home 
in  the  neighborhood  of  Polo.  Here  they  leased  a 
farm  of  100  acres  in  extent,  continued  to  reside  upon 
the  same  for  about  five  years,  and  in  1878  came  to 
this  State,  and  purchased  the  present  240  acres, 
whereon  his  house  has  been  erected.  This  change 
has  been  for  the  better,  and  each  y-ear  has  seen  an 
increase  of  prosperity,  and  the  farm  includes  240 
acres  of  valuable,  tillable  land.     The   farm    build- 


ings, although,  perhaps,  not  so  elegant  as  some  in 
older  districts,  nevertheless  are  commodious,  con- 
venient and  substantial.  His  home  sUmds  near  a 
beautiful  grove  of  forest  trees,  and  a  good  orchard, 
and  overlooks  quite  a  splendid  country,  while 
within  there  pervades  a  cheery  brightness  and 
warmth  of  home  feeling  that  arc  welcomed  by  not 
simply  the  stranger  or  visitor,  but  more  so  by  mem- 
bers of  the  household. 

Upon  the  day  of  marriage  our  subject  carried  his 
fortune  and  inheritance  in  his  pocket,  and  possessed 
only  ^30;  from  this  as  a  beginning  he  has  gone  on 
accumulating  year  by  year  until  the  present.  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Faulder  are  the  happy  parents  of  eleven 
children,  nine  of  whom  are  living.  Their  names 
are  as  follows:  Jerome  S..  Samuel  R. ;  Laura,  now 
the  wife  of  James  Bogg;  Katy,  happily  married  to 
Dr.  Charles  S.  Boggs;  Charles  E. ;  Annie  May,  now 
Mrs.  M.  H.  Blackburn;  Ira;  Irvin  and  Lucy.  The 
two  sons  who  died  in  chihlhood  had  been  named 
David  W.  and  John,  respectively. 

Our  subject  is  holding  the  position  of  Justice  of 
the  Peace  in  a  manner  which  reflects  the  greatest 
honor  upon  his  intelligence,  correct  judgment  and 
sense  of  justice.  His  political  sympathies  are  with 
the  Republican  party,  and  he  has  for  many  years 
been  looked  upon  as  one  of  the  most  reliable  of  his 
party.  By  the  members  thereof  and  by  all  who 
know  him,  he  is  held  in  high  regard.  In  the  Chris- 
tian Church  at  Beatrice  our  subject  and  wife  find 
their  religious  life  best  sustained,  and  their  interests 
more  largely  engaged,  and  have  for  many  years 
been  very  devout  members  of  that  communion, 
bringing  into  their  lives  much  of  the  beauty  and 
sweetness  of  Christian  living. 


^^  HARLES  H.  PRICE,  whose  farm  and  resi- 
(((  ri  f'ence  are  situated  on  section  1  of  Midland 
^^  Township,  is  a  brother  of  Frank  J.  Price  (sec 
sketch).  This  gentleman  came  with  his  brother  to 
Nebr.iska  in  1878,  and  is  now  the  owner  of  a  very 
pleasant  home,  and  a  well-cultivated,  tillable  farm 
of  1 20  acres,  situated  as  above.  He  also  was  born 
in  Ogle  County,  111.,  his  natal   day  being  the  14th 


Hh^ 


•^ 


i 


'WKHOUSER 


4    268 


G^GE  COUNTY. 


of  July,  1858,  to  David  E.  and  Helen  E.  (Rowland) 
Price.  His  early  days  were  spent  npon  the  home 
farm,  and  from  childhood  he  was  allowed  to  assist 
in  tasks  proportionate  to  his  strength,  until  he  be- 
came quite  a  valuable  assistant  to  his  father.  Like 
his  brother,  be  was  educated  in  the  public  schools 
of  Mt.  Morris. 

Mr.  Price  was  just  twenty  years  of  age  when  he 
came  to  this  State,  and  for  two  years  was  engaged 
in  farming  with  his  brother,  and  then  started  upon 
his  own  farm,  which  he  has  brought  to  its  present 
state  of  efficiency  from  that  of  raw,  unbroken  prai- 
rie. In  his  chosen  occupation  he  is  abundantly  suc- 
cessful, and  for  a  young  man  has  achieved  a 
lirosperitj'  of  which  he  may  well  be  proud.  In 
the  year  1881,  at  Maryland,  Ogle  Co.,  111.,  he  was 
united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Lizzie  Stouffer,  and 
shortly  after  taking  that  important  step  settled 
■where  he  now  resides,  and  by  her  bright  and  cheer- 
ing presence  has  been  encouraged  to  go  forward 
with  his  work.  They  have  a  very  pleasantly  situ- 
ated, well-built  and  cheerful  home  upon  their  well- 
stocked  farm. 

Mrs.  Price  was  born  upon  the  1 1th  of  November, 
1860,  to  Benjamin  and  Mary  (Koontz)  Stouffer, 
who  were  natives  of  Maryland.  Upon  their  mar- 
riage Mr.  and  Mrs.  Stouffer  settled  in  Washing- 
ton County,  and  there  their  daughter  was  born.  In 
1864  the  family  removed  to  Franklin  County,  the 
same  State,  and  resided  upon  a  farm  in  that  county 
until  1867.  They  then  migrated  to  Ogle  County, 
111.,  where  they  still  reside.  Besides  their  daughter 
Elizabeth,  the  wife  of  our  subject,  their  family  in- 
cludes ten  children,  whose  names  are  as  follows : 
Julia  A.,  the  wife  of  Daniel  Zellers,  of  Ogle  County; 
Franklin  K.,  Ella  E.,  Fannie  M.,  William,  Emma 
H.,  Helen  M.,  Otis  D.,  Bertie  S.  and  Edith  C.  Mr. 
Stouffer  is,  with  his  family,  deeply  interested  in  the 
welfare  of  the  Dunkard  or  German  Baptist  Church, 
of  which  they  are  all  members  and  he  is  a  minister. 
To  the  same  communion  are  attached  also  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Price. 

Although  always  anxious  to  see  a  higher  class  of 
morals  in  vogue  throughout  the  community,  and  a 
larger  religious  interest  manifested,  and  ever  will- 
ing and  read}'  personally  and  by  proxy  to  labor  to 
this  end,  Mr.   Price  does  not  take  a  deep  interest 


in  political  affairs,  but  his  principles  and  life  are 
such  as  to  win  .and  retain  for  him  the  respect  of  all. 
In  deciding  the  question  of  the  use  to  which  his 
ballot  should  be  put  he  invariably  considers  the 
relative  fitness  of  the  candidate  and  office,  afterward 
the  question  of  party. 


JOSEPH  HOLLINGWORTH.  In  the  town  of 
Melbourne,  Derbyshire,  England,  among  the 
cotton  and  silk  manufacturers,  was  one 
James  Hollingworth,  who,  having  followed 
tliis  branch  of  industry  from  his  youth,  had  become 
a  more  than  ordinary  skilled  worker.  This  gentle- 
man in  the  year  1849  decided  to  leave  his  native 
country  and  make  his  home  in  the  New  World,  in 
order  that  his  children  might  have  a  larger  oppor- 
tunity for  advancement  in  life.  He  was  accompan- 
ied by  his  wife,  Elizabeth  (Hemsley)  Hollingworth, 
and  four  children.  Their  farailj'  included  twelve 
children,  whose  names  are  as  follows :  Frances,  Myra, 
Francis,  Charlotte,  James,  Thomas,  Henry,  Eliza- 
beth (deceased),  Robert,  Lizzie  (deceased),  Lizzie 
and  Joseph. 

Our  subject  was  born  in  the  old  English  home 
on  the  2d  of  November,  1836,  and  was  twelve  years 
of  age  when  his  parents  came  to  this  country,  but 
having  been  a  bright  youth  and  of  mercurial  tem- 
perament, he  had  sometimes  worked  in  the  factories 
when  not  at  school,  and  was  a  general  favorite 
there.  His  father  settled  in  Racine  County,  Wis., 
where  he  took  up  land  and  commenced  farming. 
In  these  newer  engagements  he  was  assisted  by  his 
sons,  among  them  our  subject.  After  eight  years 
a  removal  was  made  to  Stevens  Point,  in  the  same 
State,  and  they  settled  in  the  midst  of  the  pine  woods, 
and  began  clearing  a  farm,  which  at  the  same  time 
provided  material  for  a  start  in  the  lumber  trade 
In  1861  they  came  west  to  Nebraska  Cit}',  perform- 
ing the  journey  by  wagon  and  team.  The  season 
was  remarkably  dry,  so  much  so  that  every  river 
was  forded  with  ease,  with  the  exception  of  the  two 
great  rivers,  the  Missouri  and  the  Mississippi,  which 
of  course  were  both   too  wide  and  deep  to  admit 
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the  thought  of  the  experiment  of  such  primitive 
and  eas}'  crossing;  lliey  bad  to  depend  upon  the 
help  of  tlie  ferryman  for  progress  in  these  instances. 
The  family  pushed  straight  on  to  Blue  Springs,  of 
this  county,  where  a  farm  was  rented  and  held  for 
two  seasons. 

While  residing  in  Blue  Springs  our  subject  was 
attracted  to  Miss  'Wealtby  Jane  Tinkham,  and  they 
were  made  husband  and  wife  July  13,  1862.  This 
most  estimable  lady  was  born  upon  the  26th  of 
October,  1841,  in  Morrow  County,  Ohio,  and  was 
the  second  child  of  nine  born  to  the  Rev.  A.  L.  and 
Sarah  (Wilson)  Tinkham.  She  was  fifteen  years  of 
age  when  her  parents  removed  to  Benton  County, 
Iowa,  which  was  her  home  until  about  her  nine- 
teenth birthda)',  at  which  time  she  came  to  Ne- 
braska, where  she  met  our  subject,  and  was  married 
two  years  later.  They  have  become  the  parents  of 
eight  children,  whose  names  are  here  appended: 
Arthur  J.,  Thomas  H.,  Alma  E.,  Arvilla,  George, 
Albert,  and  Archie  and  Aimee,  twins. 

The  father  of  Mrs.  Ilollingworth  was  born  in 
Vermont  and  her  mother  in  Ohio.  Upon  the  pa- 
ternal side  the  family  is  of  English  extraction. 
After  their  mariiage  they  settled  in  Ohio,  and  sub- 
sequent to  the  sojourn  in  Iowa,  above  referred  to, 
removed  to  this  county  in  1 860  and  took  up  a  home- 
stead claim.  Their  family  includes  nine  children, 
who  severally  bear  the  names  subjoined:  Gilbert, 
Wealthy  Jane,  Margery  C,  Elias  W.,  James  Leroy, 
Thomas  L.,  Alice,  Eddie  D.  and  Bertie.  Mr.  Tink- 
ham, who  is  seventy-two  years  of  age,  is  in  the  en- 
joyment of  everjf  faculty  and  good  health,  and  is  in 
his  retired  life  reaping  the  pleasurable  result  of 
earlier  years  of  toil.  His  wife  is  also  living  at  an 
advanced  age.  Upon  the  marriage  of  our  subject 
his  father  and  mother,  then  somewhat  advanced  in 
years,  at  the  invitation  of  their  son  took  up  their 
residence  with  him  in  his  new  home,  and  there  re- 
mained until  their  death.  Mr.  Hf>llingworth,  Sr., 
departed  this  life  in  the  year  1864,  aged  seventy- 
three  years.  His  wife  survived  until  the  year  1883, 
having  reached  the  advanced  age  of  ninety-two 
years. 

Our  subject  and  liis  wife  continued  on  their 
homestead  from  the  time  of  their  marriage  until 
1882.  He  had  purchased  a  section  of  land  the  fall  of 


the  previous  year  in  Nuckolls  County,  Neb.,  and  re- 
moved as  above,  continuing  there  until  the  summer 
of  1887,  when  a  return  was  made  to  the  old  home 
in  this  county,  where  they  reside  at  present.  In 
addition  to  the  operation  of  the  farm,  our  subject 
has,  since  the  year  1887,  been  engaged  in  the  gen- 
eral stone  trade.  His  stone  quarry  is  situated  in 
Rockford  Township,  on  the  Burlington  &  Jlissouri 
River  Railroad,  three  and  one-half  miles  from  Bea- 
trice, and  was  among  the  first  stone  quarries  opened 
in  the  State,  and  is  now  one  of  the  largest  and  most 
extensively  used,  business  in  this  department  hav- 
ing increased  with  unusual  rapidity. 

Besides  the  240  acres  of  land  in  Rockford  Town- 
ship our  subject  is  the  owner  of  520  acres  in  Nuck- 
olls County,  well  improved  and  cultivated.  The 
home  farm  (Rockford  Point)  has  received  a  large 
share  of  attention,  and  is  provided  with  a  good  set 
of  the  usual  farm  buildings,  and  hasalsoa  beautiful 
orchard  of  over  100  choice  trees,  and  in  the  neigh- 
borhood of  the  house  is  plentifully  supplied  with 
very  fine  groves  of  cottonwood,  locust  and  other 
trees.  There  are  also  trees  set  out  for  a  full  half-mile 
along  the  northern  boundary  of  the  farm,  at  once 
an  added  beauty  and  utility. 

Thomas  H..  the  son  of  our  subject,  has  charge  of 
the  Nuckolls  County  Farm;  Arthur  J.  is  married  to 
Miss  Jennie  Chenault,  and  is  the  manager  of  the 
quarry.  The  political  sentiments  of  our  subject 
are  in"harmony  with  those  of  the  Reiiublican  party, 
with  which  he  has  for  many  years  voted  and 
worked,  and  has  long  been  considered  a  tried  friend 
and  supporter.  He  has  watched  with  pride  and 
absorbing  interest  the  development  of  Nebraska, 
and  was  one  to  push  forward  tlie  work  of  itsadmis- 
sion  as  a  State.  His  name  will  be  found  upon  the 
list  of  those  who  voted  for  the  adoption  of  the  Con- 
stitution of  the  State  in  1806.  He  has  always 
taken  an  active  interest  iu  the  educational  advance- 
ment of  Ills  district  and  county,  and  has  served  nine 
years  as  School  Director.  Both  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Ilol- 
lingworth are  highly  valued  members  of  the  Aleth- 
odist  Episcopal  Church,  of  HolracsvlUe,  of  which 
they  are  most  consistent  and  devout  members.  The 
wife  of  our  subject  is  also  prominent  in  Sunday- 
school  circles,  and  is  identified  with  the  institution 
at  Holmesville.     Nothing  is  too  small  to  be  worthy 
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of  her  labor  aiirl  effort,  nor  too  large  for  her  en- 
deavor, so  long  as  it  be  for  the  benefit  and  advance- 
ment of  the  work.  Both  are  most  highly  esteemed 
and  their  value  appreciated.  They  are  always 
found  ready  to  aid  in  every  good  work  or  project, 
if  it  be  but  shown  that  such  enterprise  is  worthy. 


*t 


^ .^^ ^ 

ylLLIAM  A.  HOLLENBACK.  One  of 
the  greatest  questions  before  the  civilized 
world,  one  tliat  is  not  confined  by  tiie  lines 
of  race,  color  or  nationality,  is  that  of  the  use  and 
al)use  of  beverages  which  tend  to  produce  that 
bi-ain  effect  which  is  designated  by  the  term  intox- 
ication. For  many  years  the  indiscriminate  use  of 
such  articles  has  been  gradually  arousing  the  most 
determined  and  enthusiastic  opposition,  and  firing 
the  hearts  of  many  of  the  best  citizens  with  an  im- 
passioned fervency  of  zeal,  to  remove  from  the 
path  of  tiie  young,  the  untried  and  the  tempted, 
everything  which  tends  by  seducing  allurements 
to  ruin  them  and  bring  disgrace  upon  their  families, 
communities  and  country.  The  subject  of  the 
present  sketch  is  one  deeply  interested  in  the 
solution  of  this  great  international  problem,  and 
stands  pledged  before  the  community  of  which  he 
is  a  factor  upon  the  side  of  the  defense  of  those 
whom  weakness,  either  from  age,  inexperience  or 
repealed  failure,  has  rendered  defenseless. 

Our  subject  is  one  of  the  prosperous  farmers  of 
Sicily  Township,  and  is  the  owner  of  120  acres  of 
exceedingly  good  farming  land,  which  is  situated  on 
section  33.  He  is  the  son  of  George  and  Jane 
(Patton)  HoUenback,  who  were  both  natives  of 
Ohio,  but  removed  to  Woodford  County,  111.  Their 
married  life  was  very  bright  and  felicit  >us,  and  was 
only  broken  by  the  death  of  the  mother  of  our 
subject  in  Woodford  County,  111.,  in  1859.  They 
had  become  the  parents  of  six  children,  who  are 
still  living,  with  the  exception  of  their  son  George, 
who  died  in  Illinois  when  eight  years  of  age.  The 
names  of  the  remaining  children,  according  to  the 
family  genealogy,  are :  John  C,  Nathan  P.,  Elizabeth 
J.,  Sarah  E.  and  William  A. 

Our  subject  was  born  on  the  1st  of  April,  1845, 
in  the  home  in  Woodford  County,  and  was  reared 


to  man's  estate  in  the  same  place.  His  education 
was  practical  rather  than  extensive,  and  when  it  was 
completed  he  was  ready  to  go  to  work  upon  the 
farm.  He  removed  to  his  present  home  in  Gage 
County,  Neb.,  and  took  up  the  tract  of  land  which 
now  comprises  his  property'  when  it  was  in  an  un- 
tamed condition,  and  by  continued  effort,  and  per- 
severance in  hard  work  intelligently  bestowed,  has 
brought  it  to  its  present  super-excellent  condition. 

On  the  3d  of  July,  18G6,  Mr.  IloUenbeck  was 
married,  the  lady  of  his  choice  being  Adeline  Gil- 
crest,  a  daughter  of  Thomas  C.  and  Eleanor  (Guth- 
rie) Gilcrest.  Her  father  was  a  native  of  Virginia, 
her  mother  of  Ohio.  The  home  of  our  subject  has 
opened  its  portals  to  welcome  three  little  ones, 
whose  names  are  recorded  as  follows:  Ellen  J.,  Frank 
R.  and  Bertha  E.,  wlio  are  still  living  at  home  with 
their  parents,  aged  twenty -one,  seventeen  and  eleven 
years. 

Mr.  HoUenback  is  a  prominent  member  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  with  which  he  has  been 
identified  for  many  years,  having  been  received 
therein  at  Belle  Plain,  111.,  about  the  year  1864,  but 
is  at  present  identified  with  the  church  at  Wymore. 
He  has  been  in  office  for  the  greater  part  of  that 
time,  as  Steward,  Sunday-school  Superintendent 
etc.,  and  still  continues  as  Steward  at  Wymore. 
His  wife  is  a  member  of  the  Christian  Church,  and 
just  as  enthusiastic  and  devout  in  that  communion 
as  her  husband  is  in  his.  Both  are  most  highly  es- 
teemed for  their  work's  sake.  The  difference  of 
thought  in  regard  to  religious  matters  in  no  way 
hinders  the  uninterrupted  flow  of  that  joyous  com- 
panionship which  marks  the  wedded  life  of  the 
Christian.  It  may,  however,  be  partly  accounted 
for  by  the  fact  that  their  parents  followed  in  the 
same  patli  before  them,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Gilcrest  hav- 
ing been  members  of  the  Christian  Church,  and  the 
father  and  mother  of  Mr.  HoUenback  members 
of  the  Methodist  Church.  It  is  a  remarkable  co- 
incidence that  both  mothers  should  have  departed 
this  life  in  a  triumph  of  Christian  faith,  wliich 
was  not  marred  by  any  shade  of  difference  of 
creed;  also,  that  both  fathers  still  hve,  and  in  their 
respective  churches  are  prominent  and  regarded 
with  the  deepest  respect  and  Christian  affection. 

In  former  years  our  subject  was  an  affiliate  of  the 
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Republican  parly,  lint  liis  stiulj'  of  tlic  matters  re- 
ferrerl  to  in  our  opening  paragrapli  leil  iiini  to  asso- 
ciate himself  with  the  Prohibition  party.  In  this 
cause  he  is  a  constant  and  energetic  worker.  That 
bis  efforts  have  been  appreciated  is  shown  in  that 
at  the  last  convention  of  this  county  our  subject 
was  nominated  as  candidate  for  representative  by 
his  pwtj'.  At  present  he  is  filling  in  a  most  satis- 
factory manner  the  office  of  Clerk  of  his  township, 
to  which  he  was  elected  in  the  fall  of  1887.  Com- 
ment regarding  the  character  of  one  thus  associated 
and  engaged  is  entirely  unnecesssary.  and  would  de- 
generate into  the  fulsome  remarks  of  the  sycophant, 
therefore,  it  is  preferred  to  leave  this  epitome  as  a 
whole  to  speak  the  worth  and  esteem  of  its  subject. 


J' AMES  ELERBECK  furnishes  a  forcible  illus- 
tration  of  the  power  of  industrj-  and  self-re- 
liance, he  having  risen  by  successive  steps 
from  moderate  circumstances  to  his  present 
position  of  affluence.  He  is  a  son  of  John  and  Eliza 
Eierbeck,  who  were  natives  of  England,  and  was  born 
on  the  24th  of  July,  1836,  in  Bradford,  Yorkshire. 
He  spent  his  early  years  in  his  native  village,  and  be- 
cause of  the  moderate  circumstances  of  his  parents 
he  was  engaged  in  working  in  the  worsted  and  cot- 
ton factories  until  he  was  eighteen  years  old,  for 
which  reason  his  early  education  was  limited.  His 
parents  were  Christian  people  and  interested  him  in 
the  work  of  the  Sunday-school,  so  that  he  was  a 
regular  attendant  and  gained  much  information  of 
the  Bible  and  religious  truths. 

Our  subject  conceived  the  desire  to  have  a  home 
of  his  own,  and  thinking  that  he  would  have  better 
opportunities  to  make  and  save  a  competence  in 
America,  he  sailed  from  Liverpool  in  1854,  placing 
foot  on  American  soil  in  the  month  of  May  of  the 
same  year.  His  destination  was  Kenosha  Count}-, 
Wis.,  and  after  he  had  arrived  there  he  worked  out 
by  the  month  for  one  and  a  half  3'ears,  after  which 
he  went  to  Racine  County,  and  remained  until  18GC. 
Three  years  after  his  arrival  in  America  he  was 
united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Elizabeth  Murgatroyd, 
who  is  a  daughter  of  AVilliam  and  Sarah  Murgat- 
royil.      They    were    born    in    Yorkshire,    England, 

M* . 


where  the  father  was  a  manufacturer  of  worsted 
and  cotton  goods,  and  was  in  very  good  circum- 
stances. The  family  came  to  this  country  in  1848, 
and  made  their  home  in  Kenosha  County,  Wis. 
The  father  now  resides  in  Union  Grove,  Racine  Co., 
AVis.,  having  reached  the  advanced  age  of  eighty- 
seven  years.  The  mother  died  in  1860,  at  the  age 
of  fiftj'-six  years,  leaving  a  family  of  seven  children, 
who  are  now  all  living  and  are  named  as  follows: 
Emanuel,  Richard,  Nanny,  John,  Mary  A.,  Eliza 
and  Anna. 

Mrs.  Eierbeck  was  born  in  October,  1840,  in 
Yorkshire,  England,  not  far  from  Bradford,  the  < 
birth[)lace  of  Mr.  E.  She  had  known  our  sub- 
ject in  their  native  countr}',  and  was  eight  years  ohl 
when  she  came  with  her  parents  across  the  water. 
Y'oung  as  she  was  she  had  already  inspired  an  affec- 
tion in  the  heart  of  young  James  Eierbeck,  and  who 
can  tell  whether  or  not  it  was  with  a  desire  to  see 
his  early  love  that  our  subject  came  to  this  country, 
and  made  her  his  wife  when  she  was  si-^cteen  years 
old.  After  their  marriage  the  happy  young  people 
made  their  home  in  Wisconsin,  and  in  1863  our 
subject,  hearing  that  his  mother  was  very  ill,  left 
home  to  make  a  visit  to  the  Fatherland,  with  the 
hope  of  seeing  his  dearly  loved  mother  before  she 
should  have  passed  to  the  world  beyond.  And  she, 
hearing  of  his  coming,  seemed  to  summon  up  strength 
to  await  the  arrival  of  her  darling  boy;  and  with 
the  sight  of  him  it  seemed  as  if  a  new  lease  of  life 
were  granted  her,  for  she  recovered  sufficient  health 
to  live  for  three  years  afterward.  She  died  in  1867, 
at  the  age  of  fift3-tiiree  years,  and  our  subject  has 
always  been  liiankful  tiiat  he  made  his  visit  when 
he  did. 

In  the  spring  of  1864  Mr.  Eierbeck  iigain  set  sail 
for  America,  and  after  having  enjoyed  one  of  the 
finest  trips  in  his  life  he  was  happy  to  find  his  fam- 
ily at  home  well,  and  waiting  to  extend  a  greeting 
to  him  whose  presence  was  so  welcome.  He  rented 
a  farm  in  Wisconsin  and  prospered  fairly  well,  but 
wishing  to  see  the  much-talked-of  "Nebraska,"  he 
started  with  a  wagon  team  of  three  horses,  with  liis 
wife  and  children,  for  the  State  of  the  Plains  in 
May,  1866.  He  arrived  at  Beatrice  in  the  latter 
part  of  June,  and  immediately  took  up  his  present 
homestead  on  section  1 8,  Rockford  Township.    They 
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lived  in  the  wagon  in  which  their  journey  was  made 
until  the  shaiitj'  could  be  built,  and  it  being  finished 
in  October,  they  moved  into  their  more  commo- 
dious dwelling.  Our  subject  dug  a  well,  and  made 
othtr  necessary  improvements  as  he  was  able  to 
make  them  ;  the  land  being  raw  prairie  there  was  so 
much  to  be  done  at  once.  His  wagon  was  the  first 
one  on  the  Blue  River  at  the  mouth  of  Cedar 
Creek. 

Our  subject  owns  370  acres  of  land,  which  he  de- 
votes to  the  purpose  of  general  or  mixed  farming, 
and  his  success  has  given  him  the  reputation  of  be- 
•  ing  one  of  the  best  farmers  in  the  county.  He  has 
been  very  industrious  and  is  a  careful  manager,  con- 
ducting his  business  in  the  most  approved  method 
and  order.  With  his  own  hands  he  planted  a  grove 
which  now  contains  trees  of  a  size  sufficient  to  make 
a  respectable  saw-log,  and  he  has  a  fine  orchard  of 
apple,  cherry,  peacli  and  other  fruit  trees.  He  has 
an  artist's  eye  for  symmetry,  and  has  laid  out  the 
yards  and  lawns  to  the  best  possible  advantage  for 
beauty  and  utility.  He  has  erected  a  fine,  large 
house,  and  cattle  and  horse  barns,  with  all  necessary 
out-buildings,  such  as  granary,  corn  cribs,  cattle- 
sheds,  etc.  His  stockyards  are  furnished  with 
water  forced  by  a  wind  pump,  and  in  various  other 
ways  have  labor  and  wealth  made  many  improve- 
ments. 

Of  the  household  of  our  subject  and  his  wife 
there  were  five  children,  part  of  whom  have  left  the 
parental  roof  and  are  nicely  established  in  homes  of 
their  own.  John  T.  married  Miss  Etta  Irving,  and 
with  their  daughter,  Mabel,  they  reside  in  River- 
side Township,  where  they  have  a  farm  of  160  acres; 
Mary  E.  is  the  wife  of  Charles  Tanner,  and  they 
reside  in  this  State;  Sarah  L.  is  the  wife  of 
Ellory  "Webster,  residing  in  Logan  Township;  Wil- 
lie and  Katie  are  still  at  home.  Mr.  Elerbeck  was 
naturalized  as  soon  as  the  Constitution  would  per- 
mit, and  he  has  become  one  of  the  best  and  most 
loyal  citizens.  He  voted  for  the  adoption  of  the 
State  Constitution  in  1866.  He  is  a  member  of  the 
Republican  party,  but  has  never  cared  to  accept 
l)olitical  offices  though  they  have  been  tendered 
him.  He  has  honorably  served  as  School  Director  for 
eight  years.  Both  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Elerbeck  incline 
toward  the  Church  of  the  Christian  Scientists,  and  the 


former  willingly  shares  the  credit  of  his  success  in 
life  and  his  popularity  in  the  community  with  iiis 
estimable  and  highly  respected  wife,  who  has  been 
a  faithful  companion  and  helpmate  during  all  the 
years  of  their  happy  wedded  life. 


\f7  OCERN  W.  KELLEY.  In  Grant  Township 
I  (^  there  is  contained  some  of  the  best  land  in 
j|Lj^  tjjQ  county,  and  on  sections  2  and  3  may  be 
found  some  of  the  most  fertile,  arable  and  tillable 
in  the  township.  The  gentleman  whose  life  fur- 
nishes the  basis  of  the  present  sketch  is  the  owner 
of  a  very  fine  farm  on  these  sections,  comprising 
IGO  acres  of  highly  cultivated  and  productive  farm- 
ing land.  His  home  is  upon  section  3;  he  has  been 
a  resident  of  the  township  since  1875,  and  since 
that  time  has  devoted  himself  to  the  improvement 
of  his  property,  and  at  the  same  time  has  been 
identified  with  most  of  the  important,  practicable 
enterprises  that  have  had  as  their  aim  and  object 
the  improvement  of  the  environment,  and  the  ad- 
vancement of  the  interests  of  the  community  at 
large. 

Our  subject  is  one  of  the  prominent  citizens  of 
his  township,  and  has  come  to  fill  a  warm  place  in 
the  hearts  of  his  fellows,  being  a  genial,  affable  and 
courteous  gentleman,  sincere  friend  and  honorable 
citizen.  He  has  been  very  intelligent  and  diligent 
in  all  the  efforts  made  in  the  operations  on  his 
farm,  which  is  now  well  supplied  with  the  various 
necessities  in  the  shape  of  buildings,  etc.,  and  is 
well  stocked  with  cattle  of  high  grade  of  the  best 
breeds. 

Our  subject  was  born  on  the  27th  of  March,  1840, 
in  Munson  Township,  Geauga  Co.,  Ohio.  He  is  the 
sixth  child  and  fourth  son  of  John  A.  and  Mary  A. 
(Woodard)  Kelley.  He  was  reared  at  the  old 
home,  and  the  memories  connected  with  his  school 
days  cluster  around  the  same  place.  Having  drunk 
as  deeply  as  was  permitted  at  the  fount  of  learning, 
his  attention  was  directed  to  farming,  in  which  he 
engaged  until  the  present,  making  an  entire  success 
of  all  he  undertook  to  perform,  being  quick  to 
apprehend  and  understand  the  why  and  wherefore, 
and  as  ready  to  put  into  practice  what  he  learned. 
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The  father  of  our  subject  was  boiii  in  \'ermont, 
and  is  of  Irish  descent,  his  father.  Pardon  Kelle^-, 
having  served  in  the  llevohitionary  War.  and 
fought  for  home  and  liberty  with  the  "Green 
Mountain  boys"  in  most  of  the  chief  engagements 
of  those  times.  In  Later  life  he  came  to  Ohio,  and 
erected  a  woolen  factory  and  gristmill  in  Ashta- 
bula County,  where  he  resided  until  his  death  at 
tlie  ripe  age  of  seventy  years.  Hh  son  .John,  tlie 
father  of  our  subject,  was  reared  in  Vermont,  and 
was  there  m.arried  to  a  Lady  a  native  of  the  same 
State,  and  after  the  birth  of  several  children,  who 
died  in  infancy,  John  Kelley  and  wife  removed  to 
Ohio,  and  after  several  years  of  happy  wedded  life 
he  there  lost  his  first  wife,  whose  maiden  name  was 
Mary  A.  Woodard.  In  the  year  1857  he  entered 
into  a  second  marri.age,  the  lady  of  his  choice  being 
Mrs.  A.  D.  Sturdavant,  who  afterward  accompanied 
him  in  his  Western  peregrinations.  They  are  now 
residents  of  DeWitt,  Saline  County,  and  are  re- 
spectively eighty-four  and  sixty-four  years  of  age. 

The  subject  of  our  sketch  was  reared  at  the  old 
home  in  his  native  county,  and  tliere  remained 
until  he  was  of  age,  obtaining  in  the  usual  institu- 
tion the  foundation  of  his  education,  which  by 
much  reading  he  has  since  improved.  On  the  12th 
of  August,  1861,  he  enlisted  in  the  2d  Ohio  Cav- 
alry, and  served  in  Company  B,  continuing  until 
Dec.  12,  1865,  just  four  years  and  four  months, 
with  the  exception  of  a  brief  furlough  given  him 
at  the  time  he  was  veteranized.  His  regiment 
being  assigned  to  the  Army  of  the  West,  under 
the  command  of  Gen.  Blunt,  was  ordered  to  the 
Arkansas  frontier,  and  saw  a  great  deal  of  frontier 
life  and  skirmishing.  They  took  Little  Rock  on 
the  10th  of  September,  1863,  and  then  went  to  Red 
River  on  a  raiding  expedition.  Returning,  our 
subject  was  appointed  to  do  duty  with  the  regi- 
mental guards  of  the  arsenal  at  Little  Rock,  and 
was  veteranized  in  that  city.  With  the  exception 
of  the  strain  upon  his  constitution  from  exposure, 
our  subject  went  through  the  war  unscathed;  upon 
the  fore-mentioned  date  he  received  his  houorable 
discharge,  and  returned  to  civil  life.  Accompanied 
by  his  wife  he  went  to  Missouri,  afterward  remov- 
ing thence  to  this  county. 

During  the  time  he  was  at  home  on  furlough  our 


subject  took  the  opi)ortunity  of  celebrating  his 
marriage,  and  this  step  has  proved  one  of  the  most 
happy  he  ever  took.  This  important  event  trans- 
pired upon  the  20th  of  February,  1864,  the  lady 
being  Lucy  C.  Warner,  the  estimable  daughter  of 
William  and  Sarah  (Safford)  Warner.  This  lady 
w.as  born  in  Rlunson  Township,  Geauga  Co..  Ohio, 
May  14,  1841.  Iler  early  life  was  spent  at  home, 
and  practically  herself  and  husband  grew  up 
together,  the  families  being  neighbors.  Her  par- 
ents were  natives  of  Vermont;  their  acquaintance 
having  been  made  and  ripening  into  friendship, 
led  to  their  marriage,  which  occurred  at  Sandgate 
in  that  State,  They  went  to  Ohio  in  1833,  where 
her  father  took  land  and  followed  husbandry  as 
his  chosen  occupation.  Her  mother  was  killed  in 
1864  in  consequence  of  an  accident  th.at  caused 
her  to  be  thrown  violently  from  a  wagon.  Her 
father  still  lives,  and  is  a  hale,  hearty  old  gentle- 
man of  eighty-seven  years. 

The  family  of  our  subject  numbers  two  children, 
both  adopted,  Mrs.  Kelley  sustaining  the  relation 
of  foster-mother  to  the  little  ones,  Willie  C.  .and 
Jennie  M.  Mr.  Kelley  has  in  a  most  complimentary' 
manner  filled  the  office  of  Township  Assessor  since 
last  spring.  He  is  a  meml)er  of  Curtis  Post  No. 
89,  G.  A.  R.,  at  DeWitt.  .also  of  the  A.  O.  U.  W., 
of  the  same  place.  In  his  political  position  he  pre- 
fers the  principles  of  the  Republican  part}',  of 
which  he  has  long  been  a  tiled  and  true  friend  and 
supporter. 


^^■LDEN  E.  day,  of  Highland  Township, 
8Wu|l    occupies  a  good  position,  socially'  and  fin.an- 

i  li  cially,  among  the  well-to-do  citizens  of 
1^1  Gage    County.     He    has  for  a  numl)er  of 

years  confined  his  attention  to  farming  and  stock- 
raising,  and  is  the  owner  of  a  fine  tract  of  land  on 
section  18.  A  native  of  the  Province  of  Quebec, 
Canada,  he  was  born  Jul^'  16,  1834,  and  is  the  son 
of  Jonathan  B.  and  Nellie  G.  (Gilchrist)  Day,  the 
former  deceased  and  the  latter  a  resident  of  High- 
land Township. 

The  father  of  our  subject  is  believed  to  have 
been  a  native  of  Vermont  and  was  of  Scotch  ances- 
try.    The  parental  family  included  eight  children, 
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four  only  of  whom  survive,  namely:  Eusebia  B., 
Mrs.  Reeves,  of  Greene  County,  Iowa;  Alden  E., 
our  subject;  Samuel  H.,  of  Furnas  County,  and 
Laura  S.,  of  Highland  Township,  this  county.  When 
Alden  E.  was  a  little  lad  four  years  of  age  his  par- 
ents left  the  Dominion,  and  crossing  over  into  the 
States,  settled  in  Cayuga  County,  N.  Y.,  where  the 
father  engaged  in  farming,  and  wliere  they  lived 
six  years.  Their  next  removal  was  to  Lee  County, 
Iowa,  but  they  subsequently  removed  to  LaPorte 
County,  Ind.,  where  our  subject  was  reared  to  man's 
estate.  In  the  meantime  he  had  received  careful 
home  training  and  a  common-scliool  education,  and 
had  been  taught  those  principles  of  industry  and 
economy  which  are  the  surest  basis  of  good  citizen- 
ship. One  of  the  most  important  of  his  plans  for 
the  future  was  the  establishment  of  domestic  ties  of 
his  own,  and  he  was  accordinglj-  married,  on  the 
9th  of  March,  1857,  to  Miss  Almira  Baldwin,  the 
wedding  taking  place  at  the  home  of  the  bride  in 
LaPorte  County,  Ind. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Day  commenced  the  journey  of 
life  together  in  a  snug  home  in  Indiana,  where  our 
subject  engaged  in  farming.  Of  their  union  there 
have  been  born  four  children,  three  only  of  whom 
are  living,  namely  :  Ella  C,  Rosie  O.  and  George  B. 
The  deceased  child  was  a  boy  and  died  in  in- 
fancy. In  the  spring  of  1872  Mr.  Day  came  with 
his  family  to  this  county  and  homesteaded  160 
acres  of  land  in  Highland  Township.  The  soil  was 
in  its  original  condition,  and  it  has  required  years 
of  labor  to  effect  the  transformation  which  we  be- 
hold to-day.  It  is  now  highly  productive,  and  the 
comfortable  farm  residence,  with  the  barn  and  other 
out-buildings,  are  a  standing  monument  of  the  in- 
dustry of  the  proprietor.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Day  en- 
dured tiie  hardships  and  privations  common  to 
pioneer  life,  and  now  occupy  an  honored  position 
among  the  old  settlers.  Our  subject,  politically, 
is  independent.  He  has  served  as  Justice  of  the 
Peace  and  Assessor  of  Highland  Township.  No 
man  is  more  interested  in  tlie  growth  and  pi'osper- 
ity  of  his  adopted  county,  and  none  have  contrib- 
uted more  cheerfully  as  far  as  they  were  able  to 
this  end. 

At  the  time  of  the  outbreak  of  the  Civil  War  Mr. 
'     Day  was  a  resident  of  Indiana,  and  in  Jul}vl862, 
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seeing  little  prospect  of  a  termination  of  the  con- 
flict, he  resolved  to  enter  the  Union  Army,  and  ac- 
cordingly enlisted  in  Company  G,  87th  Indiana 
Infantry.  His  regiment  was  assigned  to  the  14th 
Corps,  Army  of  the  Cumberland,  and  Company  G 
was  mainly  under  Gens.  Rosecrans,  Thomas  and 
Sherman.  Mr.  Day  participated  with  his  comrades 
in  the  Atlanta  campaign,  and  on  the  morning  of 
July  20,  18G4,  before  breakfast,  he  was  wounded 
in  a  skirmish  at  Peachtree  Creek  by  a  ball  which 
penetrated  his  left  limb  near  the  thigh.  He  was 
confined  in  the  hospital,  and  when  able  to  leave  it 
was  granted  a  thirty-days  furlough,  which  time  he 
spent  at  his  old  home  in  Indiana.  Later  he  re- 
joined his  regiment  at  Savannah,  but  not  being  en- 
tirely recovered  from  his  injuries  was  assigned  to 
the  invalid  corps.  At  the  close  of  the  Atlanta 
campaign  our  subject  marched  with  his  regiment 
up  through  the  Carolinas,  and  at  the  conclusion  of 
his  military  service  under  the  command  of  Gen. 
Sherman,  received  his  honorable  discharge  in  June, 
1865.  He  had  the  pleasure  of  participating  in  the 
grand  review  at  Washington,  and  soon  afterward 
returned  to  Indi.ana,  where  he  once  more  entered 
upon  the  duties  of  an  ordinary  citizen.  As  an  ex- 
soldier  he  belongs  to  Monitor  Post  No.  184,  G.  A. 
R.,  at  Cortland,  this  State,  of  which  he  has  served 
as  Quartermaster  for  a  number  of  years. 

^^^NDREW  S.  DAVIS.  One  of  the  most 
v@/lJ|i  interesting  families  in  Gage  County,  per- 
II  I&  haps,  is  that  of  the  subject  of  our  sketch, 
^1/  whose  farm  is  situated  on  section  20  of 
Adams  Township.  To  anyone  at  all  acquainted 
with  the  district  an  introduction  is  needless,  the 
name  alone  suffices  to  revive  the  mental  picture  of 
the  memorj',  one  exceedingly  pleasant  to  think  of 
or  look  upon.  Our  subject  is  the  son  of  Jacob  and 
Jane  Davis,  both  of  whom  were  born  in  Carolina, 
and  are  of  English  extraction  and  descent.  They 
were  the  parents  of  twelve  children,  and  of  these 
our  subject  is  the  tenth  born,  which  interesting 
event  occurred  in  the  little  log  cabin  upon  the 
farm  near  Cairo,  111.  As  a.  child  he  was  taken  by 
his  parents  upon  their  removal  to  Tennessee,  and 
m^ 
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spent  the  days  i>f  his  j'outh  u|)on  tlie  farm  not  far 
from  the  Mississippi  River.  In  the  same  district 
also  he  received  some  education,  althougli  neitlier 
extensive  in  range  or  treatment  of  subject.  They 
were  what  was  known  as  subscription  sciiools,  and 
the  standard  of  their  efficiency  was  by  no  means 
high. 

The  father  of  our  subject  worl^ed  at  various  oc- 
cupations in  different  States,  chieflj-,  liowever,  in 
Marj'land,  Kentucky,  Illinois  and  Tennessee.  In 
the  year  1833  he  removed  with  his  family  to  Jack- 
son County,  111.,  where  he  rented  a  farm,  but  after 
a  few  years  removed  to  Adams  County,  where  he 
remained  until  his  death.  On  account  of  his 
nomadic  disposition  and  the  heavy  expense  and  loss 
necessarily  attending  such  frequent  removals,  he 
failed  to  accumulate  any  considerable  property, 
and  ui)ou  his  death  in  1835,  although  sixty-five 
years  of  age,  he  was  comparatively'  a  poor  man. 

Upon  the  death  of  his  father,  onr  subject,  being 
the  eldest  son,  was  naturally  (^all'jd  upon  to  take 
charge  of  the  farm  on  behalf  of  his  mother  and 
sisters.  This  he  continued  to  do  until  the  death  of 
his  mother,  in  1850,  at  the  age  of  seventy-five 
years.  On  the  8th  of  December.  1837,  he  was 
united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Rebecca  AVashburn. 
They  made  their  home  in  Hancock  County,  where 
Mr.  Davis  purchased  a  farm  and  resided  about  six- 
teen years,  but  being  prevented  making  certain 
payments  on  the  property  he  lost  it,  and  then  de- 
termined to  seek  his  fortune  in  the  West.  There 
were  seven  children  born  to  our  subject  and  his 
wife,  whose  names  are  subjoined:  James  H..  John 
William,  Benjamin  F.,  Andrew  J.,  Timothy  H.. 
Louisa  and  Mary.  Mrs.  Davis  died  in  Nemaha 
County  in  the  year  1872,  having  reached  the  age 
of  fifty- two  years. 

Upon  coming  to  this  State  Mr.  Davis  purciiased 
a  farm,  situated  in  Nemaha  County,  but  being 
heavily  involved,  and  suffering  severe  drouth  the 
first  year,  and  being  literally  drowned  out  the  next, 
he  was  again  forced  to  abandon  his  home.  In  the 
year  1869  he  located  upon  his  i)resent  homestead, 
and  the  following  year  reaped  a  harvest  most  bounti- 
ful and  large,  which  might  fittingly  represent  that 
referred  to  by  the  writer  who  said,  •'  There  is  a  tide 
in  the  affairs  of    men,   which,   taken   at  the  tlooil, 


leads  on  to  fortune;"  ho  took  it,  and  has  since 
prospered.  Just,  however,  .as  success  was  crowning 
his  efforts,  the  bereavement  of  Ids  wife  made  the 
cup  less  sweet  and  the  success  less  happy  than  it 
would  have  been.  But  this  severe  trial  did  not 
prevent  him  from  taking  every  advantage  of  the 
leverage  gained,  and  he  pushed  on  the  work  of  his 
farm,  the  erection  of  its  buildings,  the  completion 
and  beautifying  of  his  home,  which,  incidentally,  we 
would  remark,  occupies  one  of  the  finest  sites  in  the 
township.  The  surroundings  of  his  dwelling  have 
been  rendered  increasingly  beautiful  as  the  years 
have  passed,  and  our  subject,  being  a  master  in  hor- 
ticulture as  well  as  agriculture,  has  spared  no  pains 
or  effort  to  this  end.  In  addition  to  his  flower 
garden  he  maintains  quite  an  extensive  kitchen 
garden.  The  groves  near  the  house,  which  include 
maple,  honey  locust,  cottonwood,  walnut,  elm  and 
white  ash  trees,  are  of  exceptionable  beauty,  as  are 
also  his  orchards.  The  whole  farm  of  eight}''  acres 
is  enclosed  by  a  well-kept,  symmetricall}'  trimmed, 
osage  orange  hedge,  which  is  also  utilized  to  make 
the  divisions  necessary  around  the  barnj'ard,  gar- 
dens, etc.  Thus  he  has  brought  his  property  from 
a  condition  of  wild  virgin  prairie  to  a  very  garden 
of  delights,  which  he  and  Mrs.  Davis  are  enabled 
fully  to  enjoy. 

When  the  work  of  arranging  and  beautifying  his 
home  as  above  described  was  becoming  more  and 
more  complete,  most  naturally  our  subject  desired 
the  companionship  of  some  one  with  whom  to  share 
his  home.  The  desire  became  a  resolution,  the 
resolution  took  shape  in  action,  and  March  19, 
1881.  he  was  united  in  marriage  with  Mrs.  Ester 
M.  Lord,  the  lady  who,  by  her  many  womanly 
graces  and  matronly  qualities,  her  refinement  and 
culture,  graces  his  home  anti  completes  his  life. 
She  was  born  close  to  the  Ossipee  River,  in  Cornish 
Township,  York  Co.,  Me.  Mer  ancestors  were  of 
English  descent,  and  members  of  the  Quaker  com- 
munity. Their  family  was  one  of  the  earliest  to 
settle  in  the  State  of  Maine,  and  her  father  and 
mother,  David  and  Anna  (Ayers)  Morrell,  were 
of  the  most  prominent  families  in  York  County. 
Her  father,  who  was  an  extensive  farmer  and  lum- 
berman, was  a  large  land-owner :  he  was  a  man  of 
tlie  strictest  business  integrity,  of  more  than  ordi- 
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nary  ability,  and  of  unusual  prosperity.  He  was 
an  adornment  to  his  profession  as  a  Quaker.  In 
his  political  sentiments  he  was  a  "Whig,  and  a  strong 
anti-slavery  man.  After  reaching  the  advanced 
age  of  seventy-five  years  he  died  in  1852,  at  the 
place  of  his  birth,  lamented  by  the  community. 
His  wife,  who  had  died  the  year  previous,  was 
sixty-eight  years  of  age.  Their  family  comprised 
ten  children,  six  of  them  being  sons.  Mrs.  Davis, 
who  was  born  on  the  15th  of  December,  1819,  was 
their  eighth  child. 

The  early  life  of  Mrs.  Davis  was  spent  amid 
surroundings  which,  to  a  person  of  her  disposition 
and  temperament,  could  not  but  result  in  the  de- 
velopment of  just  such  a  desirable  and  beautiful 
character,  for  after  all  the  soul  is  but  a  plant  in 
the  spiritual  garden,  and  where  the  environment 
for  successful  spiritual  horticulture  be  favorable, 
it  buds  and  blossoms  into  habits  of  character  that 
are  after  the  order  of,  and  approximate  unto,  the 
design  in  the  mind  of  the  great  Gardener  of  the  soul. 
She  was  brought  up  on  the  farm  of  her  father; 
the  educational  advantages  she  enjoyed  were  lim- 
ited to  the  common  schools,  which  in  the  lumber 
districts  where  her  father  had  extensive  interests 
were  necessarily  few  and  far  between ;  and  again, 
the  school  year  was  limited  to  about  eight  weeks. 
But  by  her  own  ambition  and  efforts  she  has  so 
supplemented  the  school  work  that  she  possesses  a 
good,  sound  and  thorough  English  education,  and 
is  well  read  upon  all  general  topics;  so  true  is  this 
that  she  was  accepted  as  a  teacher  in  the  schools, 
and  developed  such  talent  in  this  direction  that  it 
was  a  matter  of  regret  when  she  deemed  it  necessary 
for  her  to  discontinue.  But  she  received  at  that 
time  a  "  more  effectual  call,"  and  that  to  the  high- 
est sphere  of  womanhood.  Cupid  had  been  at  work, 
and  his  arrowshafts  had  done  such  execution  as  re- 
sulted in  the  plighting  of  faith  and  vowing  of  vows 
irrevocable  between  her  and  Samuel  R.  Lord. 

Mr.  Lord  was  a  man  of  sterling  character  and 
considerable  means,  although  still  a  young  man. 
They  were  united  in  marriage  in  the  year  1838; 
shortly  after  this  interesting  event  Mr.  Lord  pur- 
chased a  woolen-mill  at  West  Buxton,  Me.,  where 
he  continued  for  over  seven  years,  enjoying,  how- 
'    ever,   only  a  fair  degree  of   financial    [)rosperity, 


owing  to  the  large  number  of  mills  which  sprang 
up  about  that  time.  At  the  end  of  that  period  he 
sold  out  and  returned  to  Cornish  Township,  and 
there  continued  engaged  in  farming  for  seven  years. 
During  that  period  they  had  become  the  parents  of 
eight  children,  and  in  1853  for  their  sakes  they 
went  West  and  settled  in  the  much-talked-of,  but 
little  known,  and,  if  anything,  still  less  occupied 
Southern  Wisconsin.  Their  home  was  made  on  what 
was  known  as  '•  Empire  Prairie,"  which  is  situated 
in  Leeds  Township,  Columbia  County,  and  is  about 
twenty  miles  from  Madison.  Their  home,  although 
not  elaborate,  was  one  of  the  happiest  and  brightest 
in  the  country  until  1866,  when  it  was  beclouded 
by  the  death  of  the  husband  and  father,  which  oc- 
curred in  his  fifty-fourth  year,  leaving  his  widow 
wuth  eight  children,  the  youngest  being  but  six 
months  old. 

In  this  trying  situation  Mrs.  Lord's  strength' 
determination,  character  and  motherhood  were  the 
powers  that  enabled  her  to  rise  to  the  situation, 
for,  being  left  in  moderate  circumstances,  she  de- 
termined to  give  everj'  possible  advantage  and  op- 
portunity to  the  children  who  gathered  around  her 
and  called  her  mother.  Her  brother,  John  L.  Mor- 
rell,  was  at  this  time  in  Macoupin  County,  111.,  and 
was  comparatively  well  off.  With  the  magnani- 
mous, large-hearted  generosity  that  would  appear 
to  be  a  characteristic  of  the  family',  this  gentleman 
induced  his  sister  to  sell  her  property,  and  then 
helped  her  to  locate  in  his  neighborhood,  where  he 
could  aid  her  in  the  struggle,  and  where  the  edu- 
cational advantages  for  their  children  were  superior. 
It  was  the  firm  resolve  and  established  resolution 
of  Mrs.  Lord  to  keep  her  children  together  and 
give  them  a  home,  and  most  nobly  did  she  struggle, 
endeavor  and  labor  to  this  end,  which  she  con- 
sidered her  mission.  Her  devotion  has  not  been 
without  its  result  or  due  appreciation,  for  her  chil- 
dren recognize  and  understand  fully  how  much  her 
course  in  this  extremity  has  meant  for  them,  and 
without  waiting  for  the  future  they  have  already 
arisen  "  and  called  her  blessed "  by  a  return  of 
wealth  of  affection  and  devotion  that  is  at  once  the 
greatest  adornment,  beauty  and  safeguard  of  their 
lives.  In  order  to  provide  more  fully  for  her  two 
younger  sons  she  removed  with  them,  in    1878,  to 


t* 


■•^^l 


•►HK-^^ 


L 


GAGE  COUNTY. 


277 


this  comitj-  and  settled  in  Highland  Township. 
Upon  arriviil  their  exchequer  contained  only  $17. 
The  boys  immediately  took  hold  of  such  work  as 
could  be  had  uiron  neighboring  farms,  with  the 
mutual  satisfaction  of  seeing  abundant  and  most 
gratifying  success. 

The  names  of  the  family  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Lord 
are  as  follows:  Cyrus  M.  (deceased),  Lydia  E., 
Ester  E..  Samuel  R.  (deceased),  Sarah  E.,  Hannah 
P.,  Harriet,  Samuel  and  Anneva  (the  three  latter 
being  deceased),  Georgie,  Edith  K.,  Elmer  R.  and 
Levi  M.  Lydia  is  happily  married  to  George 
Dirkee.  a  farmer  at  De  Forest,  Wis.,  who  was  Post- 
master at  that  place  from  the  time  of  Lincoln's  elec- 
tion until  a  year  or  two  ago;  they  are  the  parents 
of  ten  children — James  Edgar,  Eugene,  Mj'ra, 
Frank,  Mabel,  John ;  the  other  names  are  unknown. 
Ester  A.,  the  widow  of  Mr.  Holton,  resides  in  Cali- 
fornia; Sarah,  the  wife  of  Mr.  Gastin,  of  Luzerne, 
Iowa,  is  the  parent  of  five  children — Frank,  ftlyrtie 
M.,  Ellen,  Ralph  and  John;  Hannah,  tlie  wife  of 
John  Broderick,  resides  in  Summit  City,  Mich.; 
they  are  also  the  parents  of  five  children.  Georgie 
is  living  in  Meltonville,  Iowa,  and  is  happily  mar- 
ried to  Mr.  John  Bewick,-  this  family  likewise  in- 
cludes five  children — Leonard  Lord,  Mary  May, 
Chilton,  Burton  and  Dora.  Edith  K.,  now  Mrs. 
Ross  Carney,  resides  in  Newark,  Cal.,  and  is  the 
mother  of  three  children — Ede  E.,  Eva  and  Abbie; 
Elmer  R.  and  Levi  H.  are  both  residents  of  Digh- 
ton,  Kan.,  and  are  engaged  in  the  real-estate  busi- 
ness. 

Upon  the  contraction  of  her  marriage  with  our 
subject  in  1881,  Mrs.  Lord  brought  to  him  a  life 
and  character  that  had  been  purified  and  rendered 
more  happil3'  spirituelle  by  her  years  of  struggle, 
trial  and  devotion.  As  the  years  have  gone  b}-  she 
has  made  it  her  pleasant  duty  to  add  constantly 
some  new  feature,  beauty  or  refinement,  making  it 
a  well-nigh  joerfect  home.  The  house  stands  upon 
the  farm  surrounded  by  its  eighty  acres  of  land, 
every  part  of  which  is  utilized  either  for  pleasure 
or  profit.  The  closing  hours  of  life's  day  are  all 
aglow  with  the  sunset  glories  in  a  clear  sky,  its  rays 
and  reflections  painting  with  polj'chromatic  tints 
the  events  and  happenings  as  they  occur.  It  would 
be  impossible  to  find    among  the   honored,  we  had 


almost  said  venerated,  aged  and  prominent  citizens 
any  who  more  appreciate  the  sentiments  accorded 
them  and  feelings  expressed  by  their  fellow-citizens 
or  the  pleasantness  of  their  surroundings. 

For  many  years  Mr.  Davis  has  adhered  firmly 
and  consistently  to  the  membership  and  work  of  the 
Missionary  Baptist  Church,  as  his  wife  has  done  in 
that  of  the  Free-Will  Baptist  communion,  where 
she  has  long  been  regarded  as  among  its  truest  and 
best  friends  and  supporters.  The  life  of  Mr.  Davis 
has  been  lived  for  the  greater  part  in  districts  re- 
mote from  large  centers  and  beyond  the  noise  and 
babel  of  "the  madding  crowd,"  and  has  not  taken 
the  prominent  place  in  political  matters  he  other- 
wise might  have  done.  It  has  been  his  custom  to 
work  for  and  vote  with  the  Democratic  party,  un- 
less by  some  mischance  a  candidate  might  present 
himself  who,  in  the  judgment  of  our  subject,  was 
unfit  for  the  position  sought. 
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^^IMOTHY  G.  DEWEY  has  seen  perhaps  as 
f(^^  many  of  the  changes  that  have  taken  place 
^S^'  in  the  western  half  of  this  country  as  any 
other  man  residing  in  this  county,  having  been 
early  inured  to  pioneer  life  when  the  development 
of  these  States  was  yet  in  its  infancy.  He  was  born 
on  the  20th  of  May,  1828,  in  Portage  County,  Ohio, 
his  fatlier,  Eliakim  (now  deceased),  having  been  a 
native  of  Massachusetts  and  an  early  settler  on 
the  AVestern  Reserve  lands  of  Ohio.  Our  subject 
spent  the  early  part  of  his  life  on  a  farm,  engaged 
in  the  various  duties  of  rural  life,  accompanied  no 
doubt  at  that  time  with  an  infinite  number  of  hard- 
ships and  obstacles,  which  have  since  been  re- 
moved. He  was  able  to  receive  but  a  very  limited 
education,  not  because  his  parents  did  not  appre- 
ciate the  value  of  learning  but  because  the  oppor- 
tunities were  extremely  limited. 

Late  in  the  year  1849  our  subject  went  to  Wau- 
kesha County,  Wis.,  and  lived  there  for  a  time, 
then  changing  his  residence  to  several  other  parts 
of  the  State,  but  in  the  fall  of  18.58  he  became  dis- 
satisfied and,  in  company  with  his  brother  William 
F.,  he  came  to  Richardson  County,  Neb.  In  the 
spring  of  1859  he  came  to  the  western  part  of  Paw-" 
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lice  County  and  took  up  some  Government  land 
lying  partly  in  that  county  and  partly  in  tliis.  his 
lirollier  settling  just  across  the  line  in  Gage  County. 
They  were  the  first  to  break  land  bordering  on 
Wolf  Creek,  and  at  that  time  the  Indians  held  un- 
disputed sway,  and  wild  animals  made  their  home 
here.  Herds  of  buffaloes  were  grazing  not  more 
than  thirty  miles  west  from  here,  having  been 
driven  already  that  far  by  the  march  of  civilization. 

There  was  but  one  family  (by  the  name  of  Ben- 
nett) living  on  Plum  Creek  when  our  subject  and 
his  brother  came  to  this  section,  and  that  family 
was  the  only  one  living  in  Liberty  Township. 
While  he  was  preparing  to  build  his  house,  and 
that,  too,  in  the  most  primitive  style,  our  subject 
boarded  with  this  family.  At  one  time  the  In- 
dians staid  over  night  with  them,  and  finding  a 
sack  of  gold  belonging  to  our  subject,  they  took 
$20  of  the  amount  contained  in  it,  not  daring  to 
take  the  remainder  lest  the  theft  should  be  sus- 
])ected.  The  early  settlers  of  this  section  suf- 
fered quite  a  number  of  losses  from  the  pilfering 
of  these  Indians,  who  claimed  to  be  friendly,  but 
who  could  not  resist  carrying  away  with  them 
small  articles  of  value  on  which  they  could  lay 
their  hands. 

Several  new  families  settled  in  Plum  Creek  in 
the  fall  of  1859,  which  no  doubt  was  a  grateful  ad- 
dition to  the  lonely  little  settlement.  Our  subject 
returned  to  Wisconsin  in  the  fall  of  1860,  and  in 
1861  he  went  to  Mitchell  County,  Iowa,  where  he 
remained  until  the  13th  of  April,  1862,  on  which 
day  he  was  united  in  marriage  with  Margaret  A. 
Piicher,  a  daughter  of  Joshua  Pileher  (deceased). 
They  gathered  about  them  a  family  of  nine  chil- 
dren, seven  of  whom  are  living,  namely:  Minnie, 
Celestia,  William  L.,  Charles  E.,  Belle  O.,  Adaline 
and  Daisy. 

Our  subject  settled  on  his  present  farm  on  sec- 
tion 5,  Liberty  Township,  in  1883,  and  owns  160 
acres  of  good  land,  which  he  devotes  to  the  pur- 
pose of  general  farming,  also  paying  attention  to 
the  breeding  of  graded  stock.  For  a  period  of 
almost  fifty  years  he  has  watched  the  westward 
course  of  civilization,  which  still  continues  on  her 
way,  and  in  that  time  the  section  of  the  country 
which  was  a  frontier  and  Western  Reserve,  has  be- 


come the  center  of  colonization,  while  stretching 
far  beyond  it  are  improvements  far  exceeding 
those  of  tlie  Eastern  States  half  a  century  ago. 
The  railroads  tiaverse  the  country  in  every  direc- 
tion in  place  of  the  stage  coaches  that  were  once 
thought  to  be  a  great  convenience.  The  telegraph 
lines  form  a  connecting  link  which  joins  this  section 
to  the  most  distant  parts  of  even  the  great  world, 
while  the  religious  and  educational  advantages 
now  offered  here  are  unsurpassed.  Of  all  these 
changes  our  subject  has  taken  note,  and  has  done 
liis  share  toward  the  development  of  his  immediate 
section. 


T,  SAAC  D.  CASEBEER  is  a  son  of  John  and 
l!  Elizabeth  Casebeer,  the  former  of  whom  was 
i\  born  in  Seneca  County,  Ohio,  in  1832,  and  the 
latter  in  Wood  County,  Nov.  14.  1835.  The 
father  was  engaged  as  a  carpenter  and  painter  dur- 
ing his  residence  in  his  native  State,  and  in  1877 
he  came  to  Nebraska,  after  which  he  engaged  in 
farming  in  this  county,  and  now  makes  his  home 
in  Bhie  Springs.  The  mother  was  unfortunately 
killed  by  lightning,  Aug.  4,  1887,  aged  fifty -one 
years,  seven  months  and  twenty-one  days.  The 
following  is  taken  from  a  local  paper:  "Mrs.  Case- 
beer,  who  was  so  suddenly  called  away  from  earth, 
leaves  a  husband  and  four  children,  and  a  host 
of  warm  friends  to  mourn  her  untimely  death. 
The  funeral  services  were  held  on  Saturday  at  11 
o'clock  from  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  in 
this  city.  Rev.  Mr.  Maxfield  officiating,  but  on  ac- 
count of  the  absence  of  her  son,  I.  D.  Casebeer, 
and  her  son-in-law,  R.  G.  Hotham,  who  were  known 
to  be  on  their  way  to  attend  the  funeral,  the  burial 
services  were  postponed  until  Sunday  morning  at 
9  o'clock,  at  which  time  the  entire  family  were 
present,  and  the  remains  were  laid  at  rest  in  the 
Blue  Springs  Cemeterj'."  Two  sons  and  two  daugh- 
ters comprise  the  family  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Casebeer, 
all  of  whom  are  now  living. 

Our  subject  was  born  on  the  16th  of  October, 
1856,  in  Toledo,  Ohio,  and  he  remained  at  home 
until  he  was  twenty-two  years  old.  He  received 
his  education  in  the  public  schools  until  he  was 
thirteen  years  old,  at  which  age  he  began  to  learn 
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the  printer's  trade.  Wlien  l»e  was  twenty-three 
years  old  he  began  in  business  in  Toledo,  where  he 
continued  for  three  years,  but  his  health  failing  him 
he  discontinued  tlie  business.  In  188L  he  came  to 
this  county,  and  for  two  years  was  engaged  in 
farming,  after  which  lie  spent  two  years  in  the 
printing-otBce  in  Blue  Springs.  The  next  period 
of  ^wo  years  was  spent  in  Missouri  and  Arkansas, 
where  he  was  engaged  in  following  his  trade,  and 
in  1887  he  took  possession  of  the  farm  on  which 
he  now  resides. 

May  12,  1878,  our  subject  was  united  in  mar- 
riage with  Miss  Lois  Parkhurst,  at  Bristol,  Ind. 
She  was  born  in  Sandusky  County,  Oliio,  on  the 
1st  of  May.  1861.  She  is  a  daughter  of  Joseph  S. 
and  Beulah  (Shutts)  Parkhurst,  who  were  natives 
of  New  York  but  had  moved  to  Ohio  when  young, 
and  had  lived  there  until  their  marriage.  The 
mother  died  July  12,  1869,  and  the  father  now 
makes  his  home  with  his  daughter,  Mrs.  Casebeer. 
Thomas  Parkhurst,  a  brother  of  Mrs.  Casebeer,  died 
in  Island  Grove  Townshij)  in  the  j'ear  1887.  By 
their  marriage  our  subject  and  his  wife  have  be- 
come the  parents  of  four  children,  whom  they 
have  named  Archie  B.,  James  T.,  Eunice  L.  and 
Effle  L. 

Mr.  Caselteer  is  in  favor  of  the  policy  advocated 
by  the  Republican  party,  and  while  he  has  an  in- 
terest in  the  welfare  of  the  community  in  which  he 
lives,  he  does  not  seek  public  honors,  but  gives 
strict  attention  to  his  occupation.  He  is  a  member 
of  the  Typographical  Union,  of  the  A.  O.  U.  W., 
and  in  good  standing  among  his  fellowmen. 
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BENNETT  is  at  present  engaged  in 
buying  and  selling  grain,  and  is  in  partner- 
ship with  AV.  H.  Leacock  in  the  management 
of  the  Hoag  Elevator,  of  Ilo.ag  Station.  lie 
is  also  a  partner  of  John  Scheve,  and  they  bu}'  and 
ship  .all  kinds  of  stock,  shipping  annually  more  than 
100  carloads  from  the  station,  and  in  this  branch 
alone  their  sales  amount  to  nearly  8100,000  an- 
nually. Our  subject  established  the  grain  bujing 
business  here  in  August.  1887,  and  his  priv.ate 
share  of   the  transactions  amounts  to  a  hand.'^ome 


profit  per  year.  By  his  honest  dealing  he  has 
justly  gained  a  reputation  without  blemish,  and  at 
its  present  rate  of  increase  his  business  will  soon 
assume  proportions  second  to  none  in  the  State. 

Mr.  Bennett  is  a  native  of  the  Empire  State, 
having  been  born  on  the  6th  of  July,  1851,  in 
Otsego  County,  near  the  Susquehanna  River.  His 
father,  Russell  Bennett,  is  a  native  of  New  York 
State,  and  his  ancestors  had  lived  on  the  same  farm 
in  Otsego  County  since  the  Revolutionary  War. 
The  original  purchaser  of  the  estate  was  Ezekiel 
Bennett,  who  was  a  Captain  in  the  Revolutionary 
JVar,  and  had  secured  the  patent  for  the  tract  of 
land  from  the  owner  of  a  British  estate.  The  suc- 
cessor in  ownership  was  Perry  Bennett,  the  |)aterual 
grandfather  of  our  subject,  who  lived  and  died  on 
the  old  homestead.  Still  later  it  came  into  the  pos- 
session of  Russell  Bennett,  who  held  it  until  quite 
recently,  when  it  passed  out  of  the  family.  The 
father  of  our  subject  married  Miss  Harriet  Hop- 
kins, who  w.as  born,  as  w.as  her  husband,  in  Otsego 
County,  and  recently  they  came  to  Nebraska  to 
live.  The  mother,  wishing  to  make  a  visit  to  her 
early  home,  started  for  New  York  and  stopped  in 
Harrison  County.  Iowa,  to  visit  her  sister,  and 
while  there  she  w.as  taken  ill,  and  died  on  the  27th 
of  May,  1888,  at  the  age  of  sixty-two  years.  She 
was  an  estimable  woman  and  a  member  of  the 
Christian  Church,  of  which  church  her  husband  is 
also  a  member,  and  after  her  death  he  returned  to 
New  York,  where  he  is  now  making  his  home  with 
his  sister. 

Our  subject  is  the  only  child  living,  and  re- 
mained under  the  shelter  of  his  parents'  roof  until 
he  was  of  age,  having  in  the  meantime  received  a 
business  education.  In  1873  he  came  West  and 
engaged  in  farming  and  stock-raising  in  Iowa,  at 
which  he  continued  for  four  years.  His  health  be- 
coming Impaired,  he  took  a  trip  West  to  the  mount- 
ains in  order  to  recuperate,  and  remained  in  that 
region  for  about  one  year,  then  returned  to  his  old 
home  in  New  York,  previous  to  his  going  to  Iowa. 
On  Mr.  Bennett's  return  to  New  York  he  pur- 
cha.sed  a  large  farm  and  engaged  in  the  dairy  busi- 
ness, building  a  large  creamery,  which  he  operated 
for  five  years  prior  to  coming  to  Nebraska. 

On  the  3d  of  February,  1873,   Mr.   Bennett    was 
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united  in  marriage  witli  Miss  Jennie  Ciiase.  who  is 
a  native  of  Otsego  Coiintj-,  and  was  born  on  tlie 
20tli  of  October,  1852.  She  is  a  daughter  of  Na- 
than and  Louisa  (Denraan)  Chase,  both  natives  of 
New  Yorlt,  and  the  former  of  whom  died  when 
he  was  a  little  past  middle  life.  The  mother 
still  lives  in  her  home  in  New  York,  aged  about 
sixty-three  3'ears,  and  has  seen  her  family  of  four 
children,  two  sons  and  two  daughters,  grown  to 
manhood  and  womanhood.  Mis.  Bennett  is  the 
eldest  child,  and  rec^iived  her  education  in  her  na- 
tive county,  making  her  home  with  her  parents 
until  the  time  of  her  marriage.  She  is  the  mother 
of  four  children,  whose  names  are:  Perr}' R.,  Ber- 
tlia  E.,  Stella  M.  and  Fred  M. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Bennett  are  now  making  their 
home  in  Hoag  Station,  where  they  are  pleasantly 
situated  and  carrying  on  a  flourishing  business. 
They  are  both  members  of  the  Christian  Chuieh. 
and  are  prominent  and  influential  members  of  soci- 
ety. The  reputation  which  our  subject  bears  for 
straightforward,  honorable  dealing  in  business, 
places  him  in  the  first  rank  among  public-spirited 
citizens.  In  all  matters  of  political  import  he  is 
closely  identified  with  the  Republican  party. 


J~|  ACOB  H.  HOLLENBACK.  Upon  the  26th 
I  of  February,  1851,  there  was  born  in  one 
j  of  the  pretty  farmhouses  of  Woodford 
_  '  County,  111.,  a  child,  who  shortly  after  re- 
ceived the  name  which  stands  at  the  head  of  this 
sketch,  who  in  the  years  which  have  succeeded  has 
abundantly  justified  the  rejoicing  of  which  he  was 
the  occasion  at  that  time.  In  the  above  county  our 
subject  spent  his  early  days  occupied  with  the 
sports  and  pastimes  incident  to  childhood,  grsidu- 
ally  taking  his  place  amidst  the  sterner  duties  of 
youth  and  young  manhood.  Mingling  with  the 
exercises  of  the  school-house  were  those  that  could 
be  entrusted  to  him  in  connection  with  the  farm 
work,  until,  almost  unconsciously  to  himself,  he  was 
ready  to  take  his  place  as  an  able  worker  in  an}' 
department  thereof. 

Our  subject  was  one   of   five  children    born    to 
Jacob   .and   Margaret   Hollenback.     The  father  of 


our  subject  was  a  native  of  Ohio,  but  removed 
with  his  parents  in  his  youth  to  Illinois;  his  mother 
was  born  in  Pennsylvania.  She  also,  early  in  life, 
removed  to  the  same  State,  and  under  similar  cir- 
cumstances. They  became  acquainted,  were  mar- 
ried, and  settled  in  Woodford  County,  living  upon 
the  farm  where  they  first  settled  until  the  fall  of 
1 887,  when  they  removed  to  Washburn,  111.  Of 
the  brothers  and  sisters  of  our  subject,  one  died  at 
the  age  of  one  month ;  all  the  others  were  reared 
upon  the  old  homestead,  and  on  arriving  at  matur- 
ity they  were  married ;  Margaret  E.  became  the 
wife  of  Josiah  Kerriek.  who  is  at  present  the  Mayor 
of  Minonk,  in  which  city  they  reside ;  Clara  B.  is 
married  to  Frank  Combs,  who  is  a  prosperous  far- 
mer not  far  from  her  old  home.  Both  these  gentle- 
men affiliate  with  the  Republican  party. 

Upon  the  13th  of  May,  1873,  the  subject  of  our 
sketch  was  united  in  marriage  with  Indiana  F. 
Poole,  a  lady  of  admirable  disposition,  possessed 
largely  of  those  personal  characteristics  and  attri- 
butes that  throw  around  womanhood  an  eternal 
charm.  They  first  came  to  Sicily  Township  in  1883, 
and  settled  on  section  27.  In  January,  1885,  they 
returned  to  Woodford  County,  111.,  on  a  A'isit,  where 
they  remained  until  February,  1885,  but  returned 
to  this  township  and  settled  at  their  present  home 
in  March  of  the  same  year. 

The  home  farm  includes  200  acres  of  excellent 
land  for  agricultural  purposes,  and  is  situated  on 
section  28.  It  is  cultivated  in  the  interest  of  grain 
and  stock  raising,  and  in  both  of  these  our  subject 
has  been  very  successful.  His  property  shows  that 
he  knows  his  business,  and  also  that  he  is  diligent 
and  earnest  in  his  attention  to  the  same.  The 
whole  farm  is  thoroughly  well  improved,  and  every- 
thing, whether  in  the  field,  barn  or  stable,  is  in  the 
most  excellent  condition.  Their  home  circle  has 
increased  and  includes  three  children,  whose  names 
are  as  follows:  Gracie  E.  M.,  Florence  B.  and 
Ethel  A. 

In  the  Methodist  Church  Mrs.  Hollenback  and 
her  two  eldest  daughters  find  their  religious  home, 
and  are,  by  their  earnest  Christian  life  and  efforts, 
both  within  and  without  the  circle  of  church  life, 
held  in  highest  estimation.  Political!}-,  our  subject 
affiliates  with  the  Dcmoci'atic  party,    of  which  he 
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has  been  a  member  for  many  _vears.  The  only 
otfioc  he  has  ever  held  is  that  which  he  occupies  at 
present,  anrl  is  that  of  School  Moderator,  in  whicii 
he  is  working  with  conscientious  diligence.  He  is 
a  man  of  large  hunianit}'  and  public  spirit,  anxious 
to  do  his  part  in  everything  that  promises  to  he  a 
benefit  to  his  surroundings,  whether  in  the  county 
or  in  societj'. 

j^^  AMUEL  V.  JEWELL.  The  subjectof  this 
^^^  sketch  settled  in  Clatonia  Township  during 
|fl/_^)  its  pioneer  days,  and  is  numliered  among 
its  oldest  living  residents.  His  home  lies 
on  section  36  and  comi)rises  a  well-improved  farm 
of  320  acres,  with  comfortable  buildings  and  all  the 
appliances  of  the  modern  agriculturist.  Mr.  Jewell 
has  labored  industriously  and  practiced  the  most 
rigid  economy,  and  now  in  his  later  years  is  enjoy- 
ing the  fruits  of  his  toil  and  good  management.  His 
record  as  a  citizen  an<l  neighbor  has  been  creditable 
in  the  extreme,  and  he  consequently  enjoys  the  con- 
fidence and  esteem  of  those  around  him. 

Our  subject  was  born  in  Ogle  County,  III.,  Feb. 
20,  1851,  and  is  the  son  of  Monroe  and  Emily 
(Diggers)  Jewell,  who  were  both  natives  of  New 
York  State.  His  paternal  ancestors  are  believed  to 
have  originated  in  England,  and  were  first  repre- 
sented in  this  country  during  the  Colonial  days. 
The  mother  traced  her  forefathers  both  to  England 
and  Ireland.  Their  family  included  five  children, 
four  of  whom  are  living,  namely :  George,  a  resi- 
dent of  Grant  Township,  this  county;  Clark,  of 
Cheyenne  County,  Kan.,  where  Henry  also  lives, 
and  .Samuel  V.,  our  subject. 

Mr.  Jewell  remained  a  resident  of  his  native 
county  until  the  twentieth  year  of  his  age,  and  in 
1870  m.ade  his  way  to  Nebraska,  settling  at  once  in 
Clatonia  Township,  this  county.  Here  he  employed 
himself  at  farming  until  187G,  then  took  possession 
of  the  land  comprising  his  present  farm.  It  was 
then  an  uncultivated  prairie,  but  Mr.  Jewell  set 
about  the  task  of  building  up  a  homestead  with 
that  resolution  and  energy'  which  are  the  salient 
features  of  his  character.  He  w.is  prospered  in  his 
labors,  brought  about  the  improvements  necessary 


to  hi**omfort,  and  added  to  his  real  estate  until  he 
is  now  the  owner  of  320  acres  of  as  fine  land  as  any 
to  be  found  in  this  county.  He  has  been  quite 
prominent  in  local  affairs,  having  served  a  number 
of  years  as  School  Director  and  also  ofllclatcd  .as 
Road  Supervisor.  To  those  enterprises  calculated 
to  develop  the  country  anil  benefit  its  people  he  has 
ever  given  his  cordial  and  liberal  support.  He  hjus 
witnessed  with  the  warmest  interest  the  transforma- 
tion of  a  wild  country  into  cultivated  farms  and  beau- 
tiful homesteads,  and  may  most  properly  feel  that  he 
has  been  no  unimporUint  factor  in  bringing  about 
this  desired  state  of  things. 

One  of  the  most  important  events  in  the  life  of 
our  subject  was  his  marriage,  which  occurred  Feb. 
3,  1870,  in  Lee  County,  111.  His  bride,  Miss 
Elizabeth  Carpenter,  was  born  Sept.  2,  1852,  in 
New  York  City,  and  is  the  daughter  of  James  and 
Julia  (Foster)  Carpenter,  who  were  natives  of  New 
York,  and  are  now  deceased.  This  union  resulted 
in  the  birth  of  three  children :  Emily  J.,  born 
April  9,  1871;  Nelson  M.,  Oct.  12,  1872,  and  Alta 
A.,  June  22,  1878. 

Mrs.  Jewell  came  with  her  parents  to  Lee  County, 
111.,  when  a  little  girl  six  years  of  .ige.  Her 
brothers  settled  on  a  tract  of  land,  and  In  common 
with  the  other  pioneers  of  that  region  the  family 
endured  all  the  liardshlps  and  privations  incident  to 
settlement  in  a  new  country.  There  were  seven 
•children,  five  of  whom  survive,  namely:  Eunice, 
wife  of  James  Patterson,  of  Lee  County,  III. ;  Josiah, 
of  Ogle  County;  Cynthia,  the  wife  of  John  .Savage, 
of  this  county;  Martha  J.,  Mrs.  George  W.  Jewell, 
of  this  county;  and  Elizabeth,  the  wife  of  our  sub- 
ject.    The  parents  arc  now  decea.sed. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Jewell  enjoy  the  friendship  of  a 
large  circle  of  acquaintances,  and  are  .active  in  those 
pleasant  social  matters  which  bind  a  conimunlly 
together  In  its  common  interests.  Mr.  Jewell  votes 
the  straight  Republican  ticket,  but  beyond  the 
good  which  he  might  accomplish  in  his  own  com- 
munity In  discharging  the  duties  of  an  unsalaried 
office,  has  no  .aspirations  for  political  preferment. 
He  and  his  estimable  wife  are  known  and  respected 
l)y  everybody,  and  no  more  hospitable  home  than 
theirs  mii3'  be  found  in  this  region.  A  man  of 
sterling  Integrity  and  sound  business  principles,  his 
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word  is  considered  as  good  as  his  bond.  To  such 
men  as  Mr.  Jewell  is  the  country  indebted  for  its 
wonderful  progress  and  development,  and  his  name 
will  be  remembered  with  g^ratitude  long  after  he 
has  been  gathered  to  his  fathers. 

PRANKLIN  GRAF.  From  the  land  of  the 
■  Alps  there  came  to  America  and  settled  in 
Pennsylvania  many  years  ago  a  young  man 
— Samuel  Graf.  It  was  not  long  before  he  was 
industriously  employed,  working  at  his  trade  as  a 
tailor.  After  some  time  he  made  the  acquaintance 
of  and  was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Louise 
Anna  Parker,  of  Somerset  County,  in  that  State. 
They  then  settled  in  Illinois,  about  the  year  1833. 
upon  a  farm  which  he  continued  to  operate  success- 
fully until  the  year  1876,  when  he  died  at  the  ad- 
vanced age  of  seventy-five  j'ears.  His  wife  is  still 
living  in  the  old  home,  and  has  reached  the  allotted 
threescore  and  ten  years.  They  were  the  parents 
of  our  subject,  Franklin  Graf,  who  was  the  fourth 
child  of  eight  born  to  them,  whose  names  are  here 
appended :  Margaret,  David,  Mary,  Kossuth,  Frank- 
lin, Elias,  -Tohn  and  Wilhelmina.  By  a  former  mar- 
riage the  father  of  our  subject  had  become  the 
parent  of  four  children,  whose  names  are  not  here 
given. 

Our  subject  was  born  on  the  28th  of  December, 
1851,  in  North ville  Township,  LaSalle  Co.,  111. 
The  incidents  that  comprise  tlie  experience  of  his 
boyhood  differ  in  no  way  materiallj'  from  those  of 
the  average  youth.  His  time  was  occupied  by  the 
engagements  incidental  to  school  and  farm  life,  and 
from  the  time  his  education  was  completed  until  he 
arrived  at  man's  estate  he  devoted  all  his  time  to 
making  himself  proficient  in  all  the  details  of  farm 
life. 

In  the  spring  of  1875  our  subject  was  united  in 
marriage  with  Miss  Helen  Hupach,  daughter  of 
Andrew  and  Augusta  (Glaas)  Hupach.  Her  father 
was  a  native  of  Prussia,  and  her  mother  of  Nassau, 
Germany.  He  had  come  to  America  as  a  young 
man,  seeking  the  larger  opportunity  for  progress 
and  advancement  in  life.  His  wife  had  come  with 
;   her  parents  while  yet  a  little  girl.     Upon  their  mar- 


riage they  settled  in  LaSalle  County,  111.,  where 
Mrs.  Hupach  died,  aged  forty-three  years,  in  the 
year  1880.  Her  husband,  who  still  survives,  has 
reached  the  advanced  age  of  seventy  years.  Their 
family  included  eleven  children,  whose  names  are 
as  follows:  Henry,  Helen,  Cecelia,  Isabelle,  Emmie, 
Alfred,  "William,  Elenora,  Annie,  Casper  and  an 
infant.  Their  daughter  Helen,  the  wife  of  our 
subject,  was  born  on  the  5th  of  May,  1855,  and 
made  her  home  with  her  parents  until  her  marriage. 
Since  that  felicitous  event  she  has  become  the 
mother  of  eight  children — Eddie,  an  infant,  de- 
ceased; Mira,  Willie;  Grace,  who  died  at  the  age 
of  one  j'ear;  Harrison,  an  infant  deceased,  and 
Edna. 

Some  one  has  said,  "Expect  great  things,  attempt 
great  things,  and  great  things  will  result."  This 
may  not  be  absolutely  true  in  every  case,  but  in 
that  of  our  subject  it  most  undoubtedly  is.  Ne- 
braska might  almost  be  called  "the  j-oung  man's 
State,"  so  many  brilliantly  successful  men  has  she 
witiiin  her  borders,  and  among  that  class  would  be 
included  the  subject  of  this  writing.  Looking  at 
his  early  opportunities,  and  the  many  circum- 
stances and  happenings  in  his  life  that  have  opposed 
themselves  to  bis  progress,  only  to  be  combated 
and  overcome  by  his  intelligent  enterprise,  inde- 
pendence and  push,  which  in  later  years  have  been 
supplemented  by  the  inspiration  and  enthusiasm 
of  his  estimable  wife,  and  the  increased  unselfish 
ambition  born  of  his  affection  for  his  children. 
Since  coming  to  Nebraska  in  1875,  upon  the  1st 
of  April  of  which  year  they  arrived  in  Beatrice, 
hard,  continuous  labor  has  been  the  order  of  the 
day,  but  as  the  days  have  come  and  gone  they 
have  seen  "something  attempted,  something  done," 
that  has  earned  for  them  the  most  gratifying  re- 
sults. 

Our  subject  h.as  brought  his  farm  to  an  unusu- 
ally high  perfection  in  agriculture,  and  has  planted 
in  the  vicinity  of  his  house  a  very  fine  orchard, 
where  may  be  found  in  season  an  abundance  of 
apples,  plums,  cherries,  etc.  Within  his  home  are 
found  many  marks  of  that  inherent  refinement  and 
culture  that  make  it  the  brightest  and  most  attract- 
ive place  to  those  whose  privilege  it  is  to  be  mem- 
bers of  the  family,  and  a  memory  the  loss  of  which 
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is  undesirable  to  those  wlio  have  enjoyed  the  iios- 
pilaiities  thereof.  Our  subject  is  holriing  the  of- 
fice of  Sdiool  Treasurer,  one  wiiich  lie  has  for  a 
lonu;  period  filled  to  the  unbounded  satisfaction  of 
all  concerned.  In  political  matters  he  has  been  a 
Democrat  since  casting  his  first  vote,  and  has  nl- 
waj-s  given  to  his  party  his  hearty  and  unstinted 
sui)port  and  help.  AVith  such  citizens  and  homes, 
Nebraska  must  retain  the  high  place  she  occupies 
in  the  list  of  States  of  the  greatest  Republic  the 
world  has  ever  known. 


^  LBERT  HUBKA. 

fi    ful  and 


There  are  many  beauti- 
ctensive  farms  in  Sherman  Town- 

///  111  ship  of  this  county,  but  it  is  to  be  doubted 
^)  if  they  are  of  larger  extent  or  more  perfect 

in  their  operation  and  working  than  that  of  our  sub- 
ject, which  includes  in  all  al)out  640  acres  of  excellent 
land,  situated  on  sections  1  and  12.  The  father  of 
our  subject  was  .loseph  Hubka,  a  native  of  Bohemia, 
in  which  country  he  was  born  about  1814.  His 
occupation  was  that  of  farming,  and  in  it  he  was 
thoroughlj'  successful.  He  became  the  husband  of 
Anna  Blaha,  a  native  of  the  same  country,  who  was 
about  four  years  the  junior  of  her  husband.  In 
that  country  her  father  was  born,  and  continued  to 
live;  there,  also,  in  later  daj-s,  when  the  shadows  of 
life's  evening  gathered  around  him,  he  breathed  his 
farewell  to  the  world  and  lay  down  to  take  his  last 
rest. 

The  father  of  our  subject  died  in  the  year  1874, 
liis  wife  in  1878.  Their  family  comprised  twelve 
children,  of  whom  only  six  attained  their  majoritj'. 
Their  names  areas  subjoined:  John,  who  in  18G8 
became  a  farmer  in  Pawnee  County;  Anton,  a 
farmer  in  Bohemia;  Josephine,  happily  married  to 
Michael  Kara,  a  farmer  in  the  same  country; 
Michael,  one  of  Pawnee's  good  citizens,  who  came 
to  America  in  1882;  Anna,  the  wife  of  Lorens 
Stepanek,  also  of  Bohemia;  and  Albert,  the  subject 
of  this  sketch,  who  is  the  youngest  of  the  family. 

Bohemia  was  the  birthplace  of  our  subject,  and 
the  day  of  his  nativity  April  22,  1846.  He  con- 
tinued to  make  his  home  with  his  parents  until  he 
was  fourteen  years  of  .age,  when    he  went  to  Ger- 


many, where  he  remained  about  fivej'ears.  Attlie 
close  of  that  period  he  returned  to  his  native 
country  for  about  one  3'ear.  After  remaining  at 
home  for  that  period  the  war  with  Prussia  was  de- 
clared, and  our  subject  returned  to  Baltimore. 
From  that  city  he  removed  to  Chicago,  where  he 
remaine<l  for  a  short  time,  and  then  removed  to 
Richland  County,  Wis.  During  his  residence  in 
Chicago  he  was  engaged  in  school  teaching,  and  en- 
joyed considerable  success.  From  Richland  he  re- 
turned to  the  Garden  City,  and  w.as  engaged  to 
work  in  a  lumber-yard  and  sawmill  for  about 
twelve  months.  During  this  time  he  was  enabled 
to  save  834.1,  with  which  he  migrated  to  Pawnee 
County  of  this  State,  and  took  a  homestead  of  160 
acres,  and  not  long  after  bought  an  additional  forty 
acres.  In  that  county  he  was  engaged  in  farming  for 
about  fourteen  years.  In  1871  he  exchanged  his  160 
acres  in  Pawnee  Countj'  for  480  acres  on  the  south 
half  of  section  1  and  the  northeast  corner  of  section 
12.  The  year  following  he  purchased  an  additional 
160  acres  situated  upon  the  northwest  quarter  of 
section  12,  and  is  now  the  owner  of  a  whole  section 
of  land,  being  one-half  of  section  1,  and  one- 
half  of  secticm  12.  These  are  situated  t)ne  on 
either  side  of  the  road. 

Our  subject  has  350  .acres  of  his  Land  broken,  and 
in  a  first-class  cojidilion.  At  the  time  of  ])urchase 
it  was  valued  at  ^4,808.  but  now  so  improved  has 
it  become  that  it  is  worth  J  19,200,  and  this  he 
would  not  accept.  The  specialt3'  of  our  subject  is 
cattle-raising,  and  there  are  seldom  less  than  150 
head  upon  his  premises.  His  income  is  about  $2,000 
per  annum,  and  he  will  have  about  10.000  bushels  of 
corn  in  the  present  year,  1  888.  He  also  breeds  uiion 
his  own  farm,  both  for  his  own  use  and  for  sale, 
some  of  the  most  useful,  strongest  and  sjieediest 
horses  of  the  State. 

Mr.  Hubka  became  the  husband  of  Maiy  Kovanda 
in  1867.  This  lady  is  the  daughter  of  Albert  and 
Fanny  Kovanda,  and  is  of  pure  Bohemian  family. 
She  was  born  in  that  country  <m  the  2d  of  Maj-, 
1847,  and  came  to  the  United  Stjites  in  1867  with 
her  parents.  They  settled  in  Pawnee  County  of 
this  State,  and  continued  to  reside  there.  Their 
family  includes  seven  children,  all  of  whom  are 
residents  of  this  State.     Their  daugiitcr  Mary  was 
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the  second  child  born  to  them.  Our  subject  and 
wife  are  the  parents  of  eiglit  children,  all  of  whom 
are  at  home,  the  sons  taking  an  active  part  in  the 
working  of  the  farm.  Their  names  are  as  here  re- 
corded :  Frank,  Joseph,  Anna,  Fannie,  James,  Emil, 
Amelia  and  Julia. 

It  is  a  significant  fact  that  at  the  time  of  his 
marriage  Mr.  Hubka  was  in  debt  just  $  I ;  to-day  he 
is  worth  over  $30,000.  It  is  to  be  questioned  if  in 
any  other  country  such  a  thing  would  be  possible 
in  so  short  a  space  of  time.  He  has  always  been 
very  earnest  in  the  endeavor  to  make  his  farm  the 
very  best  in  the  district,  and  to  this  end  has  la- 
bored most  arduously,  with  no  small  amount  of  suc- 
cess. For  two  terms  he  held  the  office  of  School 
Director,  and  for  five  years  was  Treasurer  of  the 
school  district.  The  office  of  Township  Treasurer 
was  pressed  upon  him  but  declined.  His  political 
position  is  in  the  ranks  of  the  Democratic  party, 
which  for  many  years  has  numbered  him  with  its 
most  influential  and  valued  adherents.  Oursubject 
is  a  self-made  man,  and  has  all  his  life  been  a  true 
and  honest  friend  and  supporter  of  that  life,  char- 
acter and  principles  that  will  bear  the  most  search- 
ing scrutiny,  and  which  lie  back  of  all  true,  upright 
and  honorable  citizenship. 
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t=j^RANK  J.  PRICE.  In  Nebraska,  as  in  every 

P^  new  country,  there  are  found  not  simply 
representatives  of  countries  beyond  the 
sea,  but  also  of  our  own  country  in  its  various 
.States,  and  of  these  latter  there  are  few  States 
better  represented  than  Illinois;  her  sons  are 
among  the  best  citizens,  ablest  farmers  and  busi- 
ness men  of  the  West.  Among  these  few  are  more 
worthy  of  mention  than  Mr.  Price,  who  at  present 
resides  upon  the  northwest  corner  of  section  1  of 
Midland  Township.  This  gentleman  was  born  in 
Ogle  County,  of  the  Prairie  State,  upon  the  3d  of 
September,   1854. 

The  parents  of  our  subject  were  David  E.  and 
Helen  (Rowland)  Price,  natives  respectively  of 
Franklin  County,  Pa.,  and  Virginia.  They  were 
married  in  Ogle  County,  111.,  and  settled  near  Ml. 
Morris,  where  they  resided  for  a  period  of   thirty- 


five  years.  Here  their  family  was  born  and  brought 
up,  and  a  competency  accumulated  which  should 
serve  them  in  the  day  when  toil  and  labor  would 
be  too  heav^y  a  task  for  them.  In  the  spring  of 
1888  they  moved  into  the  town  of  Mt.  Morris, 
and  have  since  lived  a  quiet  and  retired  life. 
There  were  born  to  them  ten  children,  two  of  whom 
died  in  childhood,  and  their  daughter  Kate  at  the 
age  of  twenty-three  years.  Those  living  are  named 
as  follows:  Frank  J.,  Charles;  Sadie,  wife  of  John 
Young;  Elmer,  Samuel,  Harvey  and  Nannie. 

The  early  days  of  our  subject  were  spent  amid 
rural  scenes  and  farm  life.  With  his  brothers  and 
sisters  he  attended  the  schools  at  Mt.  Morris,  and 
there  received  the  foundation  of  an  education  that 
he  has  since  extended  and  broadened  by  his  own 
research.  At  the  age  of  twenty  he  left  home,  and 
until  he  was  about  twenty-three  years  of  age 
served  as  a  farm  hand.  On  the  25th  of  December, 
1878,  he  was  married  to  Miss  Katy  Myers,  a  lady 
possessed  of  much  charm  and  grace,  both  of  person 
and  character-.  She  was  born  on  the  1st  of  August, 
1856,  in  Huntingdon  County,  Pa.,  and  is  the 
daughter  of  Enoch  X.  and  Nancy  (Garver)  Myers. 
In  the  year  1856  Mr.  Myers  and  family  removed 
to  Illinois,  and  settled  in  Jo  Daviess  County,  where 
the  mother  died  in  the  year  1877.  Mr.  Myers 
returned  to  Pennsylvania  in  the  year  1886,  and  is 
now  living  in  Huntingdon  County  with  his  second 
wife.  By  his  first  marriage  Mr.  Myers  became  the 
parent  of  nine  children,  whose  names  are  here 
given:  David,  Wilson,  Kate,  Ira,  Allen,  Ida, 
Sherman,  Clarence  and  Laura. 

After  his  marriage  our  subject  resided  in  Jo 
Daviess  County  for  one  year,  and  then  came  to 
Nebraska,  his  residence  in  Midland  Township  dat- 
ing from  the  14th  of  February,  1879.  After  ten 
years  of  prosperity  and  success  he  purchased  and 
settled  upon  his  present  property.  His  farm  com- 
prises 200  acres  of  good,  fertile,  rolling  prairie 
land.  Upon  his  farm,  in  addition  to  his  pleasant 
and  commodious  residence,  he  has  a  good  and  com- 
plete set  of  farm  buildings,  fully  equipped  and  sup- 
plied with  the  necessary  conveniences  for  the 
effective  working  of  a  stock  farm. 

The  father  of  our  subject  is  an  Elder  of  the 
Dunkard  or  German  Baptist  Church,  and  is,  in  fact, 
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one  of  the  most  prominent  members,  whieli,  per- 
liai)s,  would  account  for  tlic  fact  that  our  subject 
also  is  a  member  of  the  same  communion.  His 
father  was  callerl  upon  in  the  year  18^6  to  seive  as 
Moderator  of  the  Assembly  at  the  National  Con- 
ference of  the  church.  ]Mr.  Wyeis,  father-in-law 
of  our  subject,  was  for  several  years  one  of  the 
leading  citizens  of  Jo  Daviess  County,  and  was  fre- 
quently called  upon  to  fill  various  public  offices. 
Mr.  Price  is  one  devoted  to  his  church,  and  enthu- 
siastic in  its  mission  work  in  the  different  States, 
although  still  leaving  him  much  opportunity  for 
home  work.  Mrs.  Price  is  also  connected  with  the 
Dunkard  Church,  and  is  held  in  high  esteem  by  all 
who  know  her. 


t 


eHARLE.S  ELLIOTT.  In  the  present  sketch 
will  be  presented  succinctly  some  of  the  more 
prominent  features  of  the  life  of  the  first 
Supervisor  of  Riverside  Township,  a  selection  on  the 
part  of  the  electors  that  was  so  wise  as  to  lead  them 
to  repeat  their  action  at  the  subsequent  election.  This 
gentleman  was  born  in  Troy,  Ohio,  on  the  11th  of 
July,  1840.  There  he  made  his  home  until  1856, 
and  in  that  time  received  a  good,  practical  common- 
scliool  education,  and  was  fully  initiated  into  the 
various  departments  of  farming  work.  When  six- 
teen years  of  age  he  removed  to  AVinnebago  County, 
111.,  and  there  continued  engaged  in  farming  for 
twenty-four  years,  a  period  filled  with  the  usual 
diflBculties,  viscissitudes  of  fortune,  successes  and 
reverses,  but  for  the  greater  part  he  was  prosperous 
during  this  time. 

lu  the  spring  of  1880  Mr.  Elliott  came  to  this 
county  and  located  upon  his  present  property, 
which  is  situated  on  section  12  of  Riverside  Town- 
ship, where  he  owns  a  very  excellent  farm,  some 
160  acres  in  extent.  This  property  is  oi)erated 
partlj'  in  grain  farming  and  the  remainder  in  stock- 
raising,  and  in  both  departments  our  subject  has 
usually  been  rewarded  with  unqualified  success. 
He  uses  and  raises  only  the  best  stock  and  iiigh- 
grade  Short-horns,  and  by  an  intimate  knowledge 
of  his  work,  and  his  assiduous  labor,  he  to-day 
occupies  a  position  in  the  community  and  a  repu- 


tation in  the  markets  that  is  unquestionably  grali- 

In  Cumberland  County,  Pa.,  upon  the  8th  of 
June,  1870,  our  subject  was  united  in  marriage  with 
Miss  Anna  Montgomer3',  of  Franklin  County,  Pa. 
This,  lady  was  born  at  Fannettsburg,  Dec.  7,  1846, 
and  until  lier  marriage  resided  with  her  parents. 
She  has  become  the  mother  of  three  children,  to 
whom  the  names  appended  have  been  given :  Martha 
M.,  who  was  born  Aug.  14,  1871;  Carrie  M.  C, 
Aug.  27,  1872;  and  Edwin  M.,  May  29,  1876. 

During  the  Civil  War  our  subject  sought  to 
serve  in  the  defense  of  his  country,  and  enlisted 
upon  three  different  occasions,  but  was  rejected  each 
time,  owing  to  his  being  subject  to  inflammatory 
rheumatism.  The  father  of  our  subject,  Mitchell 
Elliott,  is  a  native  of  Perry  County,  Pa.,  and  now 
lives  in  Rockford,  111.  The  maiden  name  of  his 
wife,  the  motlier  of  our  subject,  was  Mary  A.  L3'nn. 
She  was  a  native  of  the  same  State  and  county'  as 
her  husband,  and  after  a  happy  wedded  life  of  about 
forty-two  years,  she  died  at  Rockford,  in  the  year 
1874,  having  reached  the  ripe  age  of  sixty-four 
years. 

Of  the  above  family  there  were  born  eight  chil- 
dren; seven  of  these  lived  to  attain  years  of 
maturity,  six  of  whom  survive:  Edwin  M.  died 
in  prison  at  Andersonville,  where,  after  suffering 
all  the  horrors  of  that  place  for  a  somewhat  lengthy 
period,  he  was,  it  is  believed,  poisoned.  He  was  a 
member  of  Company  B,  of  the  92d  Illinois  ftlounted 
Infantry.  This  family  in  company  with  thousands 
both  sides  of  Mason  and  Dixon's  line  must  forever 
bear  the  scar  of  the  late  war. 

Our  subject  bought  his  farm  in  1878;  it  was 
then  slightly  improved,  but  the  labor  he  has  since 
put  into  it,  and  the  money  he  has  expended  upon 
it.  have  resulte<l  in  making  him  the  owner  of  a 
really  beautiful,  fertile  and  highly  productive  jirop- 
erty.  It  is  well  supplied  as  regards  the  usual  and 
necessary  farm  buildings;  his  fields  and  pastures 
are  well  fenced,  and  there  is  an  abundance  of  good 
water.  His  house,  while  not,  perhaps,  remarkable 
for  any  uniqueness  of  designer's  art,  presents  every 
feature  of  comfort  and  convenience  to  our  subject, 
and  to  him  affords  what  many  more  pretentious 
residences  never  could  to  any  man,  the  true  home. 
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Mr.  Elliott  was  appointed  Supervisor  of  the 
townsliip  in  188G.  The  township  was  formed  in 
1885;  in  the  fall  of  188G  at  the  election  he  re- 
ceived the  suffrage  of  the  people  and  served  a  sec- 
ond term.  His  service  gave  every  satisfaction  to 
the  people,  and  they  have  shown  their  appreciation 
in  various  ways.  In  addition  to  the  above  office 
he  has  filled  that  of  Elder  of  the  First  Presbyterian 
Church,  of  Beatrice,  for  a  period  of  eight  years. 
His  membership  with  the  communion  dates  from 
the  year  1857,  and  he  united  with  the  local  con- 
gregation upon  first  coming  to  the  county.  He  is 
one  of  its  active  members  and  most  able  sup- 
porters. 

The  father  of  Mrs.  Elliott,  Dr.  James  Montgom- 
ery, is  a  native  of  Pennsylvania,  and  there  settled, 
and  married  Martha  S.  Elliott.  His  wife  died  in 
that  State  on  the  22d  of  February,  1863.  There 
were  eleven  children  born  of  this  family,  and  of 
these  the  wife  of  our  subject,  who  was  born  on  the 
7th  of  December,  1846,  is  the  sixth  child.  After 
the  death  of  his  wife  Dr.  Montgomery  continued 
his  residence  in  Pennsylvania  until  the  year  1879. 
He  then  removed  to  Nebraska  and  took  up  his  resi- 
dence with  his  son-in-law,  our  subject,  and  has  since 
continued  to  make  his  home  here. 

It  is  hardly  necessary  to  remark  that  our  sub- 
ject is  a  straight  Republican,  and  that  he  is  a 
recognized  supporter  of  the  cause.  His  reputation 
in  political  matters  and  as  a  man  and  citizen  is  be- 
yond question,  and  he  enjoys  the  esteem  of  his 
fellows.  He  is  regarded  as  being  one  of  the  sub- 
stantial members  of  the  community  and  eminently 
successful  farmers. 


^  j^ILLIAM  H.  JEWELL.  In  tlie  front  rank 
of  successful  farmers  and  stock-raisers 
stands  the  gentleman  whose  name  is  at  the 
head  of  this  sketch,  whose  farm  comprises  the  whole 
of  section  26  (640  acres).  His  life  is  a  record  of 
what  may  finally  be  the  outgrowth  from  small  be- 
ginnings by  a  wide-awake,  tireless  energ}',  persever- 
ance and  intelligent  labor. 

The  parents  of  our  subject,  Jacob  and  Julia  Ann 
(Brooks)  Jewell,   were  born   respectively    in -New 


York  and  Kentucky.  His  mother  is  a  second 
cousin  of  Gen.  Robert  E.  Lee.  LTpon  their  mar- 
riage his  parents  settled  in  Warren  County,  111.,  in 
1838,  and  are  still  living,  aged  seventy-flve  years. 
They  are  the  parents  of  seven  chihlren,  whose 
names  are  as  recorded:  William  H.,  Charles  (de- 
ceased), Henry  L.,  Olive,  Dudley,  Emma  J.  and 
Decatur  (dei^eased). 

William  H.  Jewell  was  born  on  the  Tith  of  April 
1844,  in  Lennox  Township,  Warren  Co.,  111.,  and 
his  first  recollections  are  cast  among  the  scenes  of 
the  prairies  of  Illinois  in  the  days  before  it  was 
crossed  by  any  railroads.  He  grew  up  upon  his 
father's  farm,  which  included  540  acres  of  excellent 
farm  land.  Our  subject  distinctly  remembers  the 
erection  of  the  first  common  school  in  their  district, 
that  was  put  up  at  Windy  Ridge,  and  has  also  a 
clear  recollection  of  the  three  miles'  walk  to  school 
from  his  home.  So  great  were  the  difliculties  of 
obtaining  an  education  that  but  for  his  own  deter- 
mination and  toil  he  would  have  been  largely  in 
ignorance.  After  finishing  the  course  at  the  com- 
mon school  he  entered  the  scliool  at  Monmouth, 
111.,  and  continued  there  as  a  student  for  about  one 
and  a  half  years. 

At  the  breaking  out  of  the  war  our  subject  was 
living  upon  the  farm,  but  with  enthusiasm  he  loyally 
answered  his  country's  call,  and  enlisted  in  the  138th 
Illinois  Infantry,  and  was  mustered  in  at  Quincy, 
in  1864,  for  a  term  of  100  days.  The  preparatory 
drilling  took  place  at  Quincy,  and  he  was  stationed 
at  Ft.  Leavenworth,  serving  the  greater  part  of  the 
time  in  Eastern  Kansas  and  Missouri,  and  for  about 
ten  days  doing  guard  duty  on  the  Iron  Mountain 
Railroad.  He  was  mustered  out  at  Springfield, 
111.,  and  honorably  discharged  in  the  fall  of  1864, 
when  he  returned  home. 

The  one  step  in  life  that  as  a  rule  either  makes 
or  breaks  the  life  of  the  contracting  parties  is  that 
which  was  taken  by  our  subject  upon  Dec.  6,  1866, 
when  he  was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss  EmmaC. 
Wonderly,  who  has  since  that  time  brought  into 
his  life  and  home  such  influences  as  have  resulted 
in  the  happiest  possible  manner,  and  rendered  their 
union  most  unregretable.  They  continued  in  Illi- 
nois until  1877,  but  in  the  spring  of  that  year  re- 
moved with  their   family  to   Beatrice,  aud  rented  a 
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farm  for  four  years,  and  then  in  1882  ])nrc'haserl 
ICO  acres  in  Nemalia  Township,  residing  upon  it 
about  four  3  ears,  removing  in  1887  to  tiieir  present 
home.  Their  family  comprises  ten  children,  whose 
names  are  as  follows:  Charles,  Archie  (deceased), 
Edwin,  Laura,  Clara,  Cora,  Trinda,  Chester,  Guy 
and  Oliver,  who  are  all  still  at  home. 

Mrs.  Jewell  is  the  daughter  of  John  and  Mar- 
garet Wonderly,  natives  of  Pennsylvania,  who  upon 
their  marriage  settled  in  the  same  State.  They  now 
reside  at  Monmouth,  111.,  her  father  having  reached 
the  good  old  age  of  seventy  years,  her  mother  that 
of  sixty-eight.  Their  family  included  nine  chil- 
dren, whose  names  are  recorded  as  here  appended: 
Mary,  Emma,  Daniel,  Anna  and  George  N.  (de- 
ceased), John  W.,  Martha,  Clara  (deceased)  and 
Charles.  Mrs.  Jewell  was  born  on  the  21st  of  May, 
1847,  near  Carlisle  and  Harrisburg,  in  Cumberland 
County,  Pa.  She  was  about  seven  years  of  age 
when  her  parents  removed  to  Indiana,  and  there  the 
rudiments  of  her  education  were  obtained,  this  im- 
portant process  of  development  being  completed  in 
Warren  County,  111.,  whither  her  parents  removed 
after  staying  in  Indiana  about  nine  months. 

In  addition  to  his  farming  interests  our  subject 
has  been  so  placed  as  to  bring  him  into  the  real- 
estate  business,  which  has  thus  becomea  part  of  his 
regular  work.  He  is  the  owner  of  the  Rock  Islan<l 
Hotel  in  Beatrice,  and  a  number  of  business  and 
resident  blocks  in  different  parts  of  the  city.  In 
addition  to  these  he  has  a  fine  business  lot  at  Crab 
Orchard,  two  in  Liberty,  two  in  Odell  and  four  in 
Topeka,  Kan.  His  dealings  in  stock  have  grown 
to  be  quite  extensive,  and  he  ships  upon  an  average 
100  head  per  annum.  Upon  his  farm  he  keeps 
about  fifty  head  of  cattle  and  100  head  of  hogs,  and 
has  constant  work  for  two  teams.  In  the  associa- 
tion known  as  the  Farmer's  Alliance  he  is  one  of 
the  prominent  members,  and  takes  delight  in  the 
work  of  the  society. 

For  several  years  Mr.  Jewell  has  been  School 
Director  for  his  district,  and  has  always  perfornied 
the  duties  incidental  thereto  in  a  manner  that  must 
be  gratifying  to  those  by  whom  he  was  placed  in  the 
position,  as  reflecting  most  favorably  upon  their 
judgment.  It  has  been  his  habit,  dictated  by  his 
political  sentiments,  to  vote  uniformly  and  consist- 


ently with  the  Democratic  party,  being  an  ardent 
admirer  of  its  principles.  He  is  a  member  in  good 
standing  of  the  Baptist  Church,  as  his  wife  is  also 
of  the  United  Brethren  Church.  In  every  circle, 
whether  religious  or  otherwise,  they  are  received 
with  those  sentiments  which  make  their  life  and 
home  in  the  community  the  most  ple:isant.  Our 
subject  served  as  ConsUdjle  and  Treasurer  for  a 
number  of  years  in  Illinois  before  coming  to  this 


State. 
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^ILLETT  B.  SYKE8.  The  fine  farm  of  280 
acres  which  occupies  the  southwest  quarter 
^^W  of  section  14  in  Clatonia  Township,  and 
also  a  portion  of  the  northeast  quarter,  attracts  the 
universal  admiration  of  the  passerby,  and  exhibits 
in  a  forcible  manner  the  induslry  and  enterpri.se 
of  the  proprietor.  This  gentleman,  the  subject  of 
our  sketch,  began  in  life  a  poor  man,  and  has  workeil 
his  way  up  through  the  ditliculties  which  are  the 
common  lot  of  all.  He  is  now  numbered  among  the 
indei)endent  farmers  of  the  county,  and  one  who, 
by  his  straightforward  course  in  life,  has  earned  in 
a  marked  degree  the  esteem  and  confidence  of  his 
neighbors.  Comparatively  young  in  years,  having 
been  born  Dec.  21,  1850,  he  is  a  native  of  Tioga 
County,  Pa.,  and  the  son  of  Charles  and  Susan 
(Black)  Sykes,  the  father  now  deceased,  and  the 
mother  a  resident  of    Lake  County,  Ind. 

The  parents  of  our  subject  were  natives  respect- 
ively of  Pennsylvania  and  New  Jersey,  and  to 
them  were  born  a  family  of  twelve  children,  eight 
of  whom  survive,  namely:  Jasper,  of  Clatonia 
Township,  this  county;  Mary,  the  wife  of  (jeorge 
Hay  ward,  of  Lake  County,  Ind.;  John,  a  resident 
of  Weld  County,  Col.;  George,  of  Lake  County, 
Ind.;  Willett  B.,  our  subject;  Sarah,  the  wife  of 
John  Zeigler,  of  Macon  City,  Mo.;  Henry  and 
William,  of  Lake  County,  Ind.  Those  deceased 
are  Rebecca,  Hattie,  Charles  and   Melissa. 

When  about  two  years  ohl  our  subject  was  taken 
by  his  parents  to  Lake  County,  Ind.,  where  he  was 
reared  to  manlio<jd  and  began  his  ap|)renticesliii)  at 
farm  life,  which  he  has  since  followed  so  success- 
fully. His  stutlies  were  completed  in  the  High 
School  at  Crown  Point,  Ifld.,  and  having  been  a 
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reader  all  his  life,  he  is  well  posted  upon  the  gen- 
eral topics  of  the  day.  While  a  resident  of  Indi- 
ana he  was  married,  March  25,  1878,  to  Miss  Mary 
A.  Weiler,  who  was  born  in  Lake  County,  that 
State,  Aug.  28,  1857,  and  is  the  daughter  of  Chris- 
tian and  Anne  C.  (Reicker)  Weiler,  who  are  na- 
tives of  Germany,  and  are  now  residents  of  Lake 
County,  lud.,  where  tliej'  settled  many  years  ago, 
soon  after  their  emigration  to  the  United  States. 

To  our  subject  and  his  estimable  wife  there  have 
been  born  three  children:  Susie  A.,  May  14,  1880; 
Jennie  E.,  June  27,  1885,  and  Ervin,  Oct.  3,  1887. 
In  the  spring  of  1878  Mr.  Sykes  came  with  his 
family  to  this  county  and  purchased  the  land  which 
he  now  occupies  in  Clatonia  Township.  He  first 
secured  160  acres,  and  subsequently  added  to  his 
original  purchase,  while  at  the  same  time  he  ef- 
fected those  improvements  which  have  rendered  it 
one  of  the  most  valuable  estates  in  this  section. 
His  property  is  the  accumulation  of  his  own  indus- 
try, as  for  six  or  seven  years  after  becoming  of  age 
he  worked  on  the  farm  by  the  month,  saving  what 
he  could  of  his  earnings,  and  thus  made  his  start  in 
life.  He  was  particularly  fortunate  in  the  selection 
of  a  wife  and  helpmate,  Mrs.  Sykes  having  been  the 
assistant  of  her  husbnnd  in  all  his  labors,  sharing 
his  toils  and  struggles,  and  being  willing  with  him 
to  forego  many  luxuries  for  the  sake  of  an  unin- 
cumbered home. 

The  parents  of  Mr.  Sykes  upon  emigrating  to 
America  were  in  limited  circumstances,  but  their 
career  as  pioneers  of  Lake  County,  Ind.,  was  very 
successful,  and  in  their  declining  years  thej-  are 
surrounded  by  all  the  comforts  of  life,  while  at  the 
same  time  enjoying  the  friendship  of  all  who  know 
them. 

-^^^@:     <:' 

Siny^ENJAMIN  DOLAN  is  a  prominent  farmer 
11^?^  and  land-owner  of  Blakely  Township,  now 
/^)jll  owning  about  500  acres  of  land  lying  on  the 
\=^  east  side  of  the  Big  Blue  River,  on  section 
2.  The  greater  part  of  the  land  is  in  a  fine  slate  of 
cultivation  and  produces  abundant  crops  of  a  supe- 
rior quality  of  the  various  cereals.  Our  subject 
came  to  this  county  in  1864,  and  secured  a  home- 
stead of  160  acres  which  he  still  owns.     It  includes 
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some  verj'  good  timber  land  w-hicli  is  valued  very 
highly,  and  taken  as  a  whole  the  location  of  the 
farm  is  a  most  desirable  one. 

Our  subject  was  born  on  the  12th  of  March,  1817, 
in  Wayne  County,  Ky.,  and  is  a  son  of  Edward  and 
Anna  (Burk)  Dolan,  who  were  natives  of  Wash- 
ington County,  Va.  The  father  was  a  farmer,  and 
moved  to  Kentucky  when  he  was  a  young  man, 
where  he  met  the  lady  whom  he  made  his  wife,  she 
also  having  gone  to  that  State  when  she  was  young. 
After  they  were  married  they  continued  to  reside 
on  a  farm  in  Wayne  County,  and  after  both  had 
reached  the  age  of  threescore  and  ten  years,  and 
had  seen  a  large  family  of  children  well  launched 
into  manhood  and  womanhood,  thej'  both  died  in 
the  home  in  which  they  had  corximenced  life  to- 
gether. There  were  eight  sons  and  three  daughters 
in  their  family,  of  whom  four  of  the  former  and 
one  of  the  latter  are  yet  living. 

Mr.  Dolan  grew  to  manhood's  years  in  his  native 
county,  and  was  married  there,  on  the  8th  of  No- 
vember, 1843,  to  Miss  Nancy  Chesney,  who  was  born 
in  Pulaski  County  Kj'.,  on  the  2d  of  November, 
1819.  She  is  a  daughter  of  John  and  Mar}'  (Elliott) 
Chesney,  who  were  natives  of  Kentucky,  but  whose 
ancestors  were  from  the  States  of  Virginia  and 
Maryland,  and  of  Irish  descent.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Chesney  lived  for  a  number  of  years  in  Kentucky, 
and  later  in  life  the}'  moved  to  Holt  County,  Mo., 
where  they  lived  to  a  ripe  old  age,  and  were  re- 
spected as  worthy  people.  Mrs.  Dolan  is  the  eldest 
of  nine  children,  four  sons  and  five  daughters,  of 
whom  three  of  the  former  and  three  of  the  latter 
are  yet  living. 

Our  subject  and  his  wife  lived  for  some  years  in 
Kentucky,  and  then  with  their  four  children  they 
moved  to  Missouri  and  located  in  Holt  County, 
where  they  engaged  in  farming.  Thence  they 
moved  to  Kansas,  and  shortly  afterward  came  to 
Nebraska  and  began  to  built  up  a  home  in  the  wilds 
of  Big  Blue  River  Valley.  There  were  many  dis- 
couragements, no  doubt,  in  the  carrying  out  of 
such  an  undertaking,  but  perseverance  and  indus- 
try accomplished  what  seemed  to  bealmcst  impossi- 
ble tasks,  and  now  our  subject  has  one  of  the  finest 
and  most  delightfully  situated  farms  in  the  county. 

Since    their   residence  in  this  Western   country. 
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four  other  children  have  been  added  to  their  family, 
but  two  of  them  have  died,  Anna  and  lU'njaniin, 
and  the  names  of  the  surviving  members  of  the 
faniil3'are:  John,  Emily,  Eidward,  Harriet,  Prather 
and  James.  John  married  Miss  Araminta  Ilenton, 
and  now  lives  on  a  farm  in  Marshall  County,  Kan.; 
Emil}^  is  the  wife  of  James  Benjamin,  and  they  live 
on  the  homestead  farm  belonging  to  our  subject; 
Edward  married  Miss  Mary  Thompson,  and  lives 
on  a  farm  nearBailey;  Harriet  is  the  wife  of  Thomas 
Bowen.  who  is  engaged  in  farming  in  Holt  County, 
this  State;  Prather  married  Miss  Annie  Rossiter, 
and  lives  on  a  farm  in  Blnkely  Township;  James 
is  at  home  and  has  cliarge  of  the  farm  on  which  our 
subject  resides. 

Mr.  Dolan  is  an  enterprising  business  man  of 
sound  judgment,  as  is  evinced  by  the  amount  of 
wealth  which  he  has  accumulated  and  the  success 
with  which  he  has  placed  I.iis  farm  under  cultiva- 
tion. He  is  a  reliable  man,  and  possesses  the  con- 
fidence of  his  fellowmen.  In  matters  of  politics  he 
is  identified  with  the  Democratic  part}^ 

^^  LBERT  D.  SAGE.     If  it  were  required  to 
'.©A-JI     summarize   in  one  sentence  the  history  of 
II  li    this  gentleman,  it  could  not  be  better  done, 
^  perhaps,  than  by  employing  the  three  words, 

business,  enterprise  and  prosperity.  Our  subject  is 
one  of  the  well-to-do  farmers  and  highly  esteemed 
citizens  of  Midland  Township,  of  which  he  was 
one  of  the  pioneers.  He  is  the  son  of  Chauneeyand 
Mary  (Patterson)  Sage.  His  parents  were  born  in 
Massachusetts,  and  there  began  their  married  life. 
Our  subject  is  a  worthy  descendant  of  the  Sage  fam- 
ily, not  entirely  unknown  in  the  annals  of  the  early 
history  of  New  England.  The  first  representative 
of  this  family  to  come  to  the  United  SUites  was 
David  Sage,  who  came  from  England  about  the 
year  1630,  and  whose  descendants  in  the  Northern 
States  so  far  as  is  now  known  number  over  000 
families. 

The  father  of  our  subject  followed  the  occupa- 
tion of  a  cloth  dresser,  and  was  skilled  in  his  call- 
ing. Not  long  after  his  marriage  he  removed  to 
Oneida  County,  N.  Y.,  and  turned  his  attention  to 


agriculture;  in  184G  he  went  to  Wisconsin,  and  is 
still  living  there  at  Delavan,  and  has  atUiined  tin? 
ripe  age  of  eighty-nine  years.  His  wife,  the  mother 
of  our  subject,  died  in  the  year  1876,  aged  seventy- 
six  years.  She  was  the  mother  of  ten  children, 
whom  it  was  her  joy  to  see  enter  honorable  [wsi- 
tions  in  life.  Their  names  are  recorded  as  follows: 
Henry,  Edward,  Chauncey,  Mary  J.,  Cordelia,  Ellen, 
Albert  D.,  Frances,  James  and  Frank. 

The  subject  of  our  sketch  was  born  on  the  20th 
of  December,  1835,  in  Westmoreland  Township, 
Oneida  Co.,  N.  Y.  He  began  to  attend  the  dis- 
trict school,  an<l  gained  some  rudiments  of  educa- 
tion. The  removal  of  his  parents  to  Wisconsin 
occurred  when  he  was  ten  j'cars  of  age,  and  there 
he  attended  school  until  he  was  old  enough  to  fol- 
low the  plow,  when  he  was  transferred  from  the 
school-house  to  the  Held,  and  began  the  active  duties 
of  agricultural  life,  which  from  that  time  he  has 
continued  to  follow  witli  the  exception  of  the  time 
in  which  he  was  engaged  in  bricklaying  anil  plaster- 
ing, which  trades  he  began  to  learn  when  he  had  at- 
tained his  twentieth  j-ear. 

The  matrimonial  experience  of  our  subject  is 
twofohl ;  he  was  firet  married  in  1860,  to  Libliie 
Woolfenden,  who.  was  born  in  M.nssachusetts,  and 
was  the  daughter  of  Robert  and  Mary  Woolfenden. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Sage  rented  a  farm,  expecting  shortly 
to  follow  the  "Star  of  Empire"  in  its  western  course. 
Accordingly,  in  1863,  he  loaded  his  household 
effects  upon  his  wagon,  and  with  his  wife  and  two 
children  started  u|X)n  the  long  contemplated  jour- 
ney. The  "Far  West"  was  then  a  very  vague  ex- 
pression, and  was  almost  synonymous  in  meaning 
with  '"the  unknown."  In  their  journeying  they 
passed  through  Des  Moines  and  Nebra.ska  Cit}',  but 
kept  on  their  way  and  came  to  Beatrice,  which  was 
then  only  represented  by  a  gristmill,  and  perhaps 
ten  or  twelve  log  houses  and  indifferent  shanties. 
The  country  was  still  largel}'  occupied  by  its  origi- 
nal denizens,  such  as  deer,  antelope,  beaver,  wild 
geese,  turkeys,  and  other  game. 

The  first  few  years  Mr.  Sage  combined  business 
and  agriculture,  being  successful  in  both.  A  beaver 
colony  situated  close  to  his  farm  numbered  several 
hundred  occupants,  and  they  were  not  there  with- 
out being  a  continual  temptation  to  our  subject  to 
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enrich  himself  at  their  expense.  The  homestead 
entry  of  the  property  of  our  subject  is  fl.ated  1863, 
although  he  has  since,  as  above  noted,  added  to  the 
original  quarter-section.  He  built  his  first  house 
upon  this  land  in  1863.  The  material  used  was  Cot- 
tonwood logs.  When  not  engaged  on  his  farm 
our  subject  was  busilj"  employed  in  hauling  freight 
to  the  mountains,  Denver  City,  and  P't.  Kearney. 
His  farm  produce  he  was  compelled  to  haul  to  St. 
Joseph,  the  nearest  market,  and  there  trade  for 
otiier  merchandise  as  needed.  The  hardships,  trials 
and  suffering  of  his  pioneer  life  were  without  doubt 
much  worse  and  more  severe  than  anything  there 
is  in  pioneer  life  to-day,  and  he  is  happy  in  being 
able  to  enjoy  the  fruit  of  his  labor.  It  must  not, 
however,  be  understood  as  being  entirely  of  this 
character;  there  was  a  bright  and  even  joyous  side 
to  this  life,  and  it  was  replete  with  experiences,  the 
memory  of  which  is  still  treasured. 

The  wife  of  our  subject  died  in  1870,  leaving  to 
the  care  of  her  husband  four  children,  viz:  Alfred, 
Mary,  Fr.ances  and  Albert.  Of  these  Alfred  has  a 
homestead  well  improved  in  Rollins  County,  Kan.; 
Mary  is  still  at  home  with  her  father;  Frances  is 
happily  married  to  William  Patmore,  and  Albert  is 
a  machinist  succesgfullj'  engaged  in  his  business  at 
Freeport,  111.  Our  subject  was  married  a  second 
time,  the  lady  being  Miss  Mary  Thing,  daughter  of 
Charles  H.  and  Adelia  (McKee)  Thing.  The  father 
of  this  lady  was  born  in  New  Hampshire,  and  her 
mother  in  Vermont.  The  family  is  of  Welsh-En- 
glish descent  on  the  paternal  side,  and  French  on 
that  of  the  mother,  whose  great-grandparents  came 
from  France  in  Colonial  days,  and  were  of  Huguenot 
blood. 

The  father  of  Mrs.  Sage  was  a  merchant  in  Olean, 
N.  Y.,  and  also  a  banker.  He  was  engaged  in  the 
oil  business,  and  was  very  successful  financially^ 
but  was  taken  with  the  oil  fever,  and  died  in  the 
year  1865,  leaving  three  children,  namely:  Mary 
N.,  Maria  A.,  and  Adelia  P.,  now  Mrs.  Sage,  who 
was  born  in  the  above  town,  on  the  27th  of  May, 
1841.  Her  father  was  enabled  to  provide  her  with 
first-class  private  instruction  until  she  attained  the 
age  of  fifteen  years,  when  she  was  ready. to  enter 
Mt.  Holyoke  Seminary.  She  was  a  careful,  in- 
telligent and  persevering  student,  constant  and  as- 


siduous in  her  attention  to  her  school  duties,  and 
would  doubtless  have  been  graduated  with  honor,  but 
her  health  gave  way,  and  she  was  reluctantly  com- 
pelled to  forego  that  honor  of  entering  the  above 
seminary.  She  gave  special  attention  to  languages 
and  music. 

One  memorable  period  in  the  life  of  MrS.  Sage 
was  that  wherein  she  accompanied  her  aunt,  Laura 
A.  McKee,  upon  her  lecturing  tour  in  behalf  of  tlie 
anti-slavery  cause,  through  the  States  of  Michigan, 
Illinois  and  Wisconsin.  The  time  thus  occupied 
afforded  many  pleasing  and  valuable  experiences  to 
the  ladies,  and  it  was  at  Delavan,  Wis.,  that  she 
met,  and  finally  married,  our  subject,  on  the  5th 
of  March,  1872.  Her  aunt  will  be  remembered  as 
being  almost  the  first  lady  '•stump  speaker"  ^nd 
political  lecturer  in  the  country,  and  although  so 
many  have  since  occupied  a  like  position,  the  name 
of  this  pioneer  in  that  department  is  not  over- 
shadowed and  forgotten  thereby. 

Our  subject  has  an  experience  as  a  pioneer  settler 
worthy  of  more  extended  notice  than  is  possible  in 
this  volume,  some  of  them  startling  and  almost 
tragic.  He  has  fought  the  elements,  snatching  his 
property  from  them  as  they  threatened  by  fire  or 
storm.  The  grasshoppers  also  have  been  met,  and, 
in  spite  of  all  the}'  could  do,  they  could  not  con- 
quer the  indomitable  spirit  of  our  subject.  At  the 
time  of  the  Indian  raids  he  did  not  leave  his  fam- 
ily and  property,  as  did  so  many  of  his  neighbors, 
but  remained  to  stand  by  and  protect  them,  and 
fortune  has  continued  to  smile  upon  him.  It  is  his 
intention  to  spend  the  remainder  of  his  days  upon 
his  beautiful  property,  and  in  his  pleasant  home 
upon  the  banks  of  the  Big  Blue  River.  He  is  still 
an  active,  energetic  man,  enjoying  good  health,  and 
is  able  to  carry  on  his  farm  as  heretofore. 

Of  late  years  Mr.  Sage  has  directed  his  attention 
to  the  breeding  of  high-grade  road  horses,  and  gen- 
eral stock-raising.  In  this  department  he  has  seen 
much  success,  and  is  the  owner  of  Hambletonian 
horses,  and  high-grades  of  cattle,  of  the  Short-horn 
varieties.  He  has  set  out  a  very  fine  orchard,  which 
includes  some  300  trees,  and  also  some  beautiful 
groves  of  shade  and  forest  trees.  From  his  first 
coming  in  the  community  Mr.  Sage  has  been  fore- 
most in  every  project  that  promised  to  .advance  its 


•>^i 


•► 


GAGE  COUNTY, 


295 


interests.  He  has  alwa3-s  sought  to  encourage  sucli 
enterprises  as  tiie  count}-  fair,  which  is  so  calculated 
to  stimulate  the  ambition,  increase  tiie  enterprise, 
and  extend  the  knowledge  of  those  attending.  He 
has  frequently  exhibited  fruit  grown  upon  his  farm, 
and  in  several  instances  lias  carried  oflf  the  first  prize. 
Recognizing  the  benefit  a  i-ailroad  would  be  to  the  | 
community,  he  gladly  gave  right  of  way  to  the  Bur-  j 
lington  <fe  Missouri  Rivei  Railroad,  the  first  railroad 
in  the  count}'. 

The  subject  of  our  sketch  is  one  of  those  whose 
privilege  it  was  to  vote  for  the  State  Constitution 
of  Nebraska,  in  the  year  186G.  He  has  always 
been  a  strong  advocate  of  temperance,  and  at  all 
times  energetic  in  its  behalf.  Althougli  several 
public  offices  have  been  at  different  times  pressed 
upon  his  acceptance,  he  has  never  seen  his  w.iy  clear 
to  devote  to  them  such  time  and  attention  as  would 
be  required  in  order  to  do  justice  to  the  interests  of 
the  people,  and  has  consequently  declined.  In  poli- 
tics, he  is  a  stanch  Republican,  and  a  strong  Harri- 
sonian.  The  portrait  of  this  gentleman  wc  present 
on  an  adjoining  page. 


J'~^ONATHAN  A.  DORNING,  V.  S.  In  the 
study  and  contemplation  of  works  of  art, 
tlie  play  and  effect  of  light  and  shade  is 
marked,  and  frequently  the  true  beauty  of 
the  subject  contemplated  is  greatly  enhanced  if  not 
produced  by  such  light  and  shadow.  So  in  some 
lives,  with  their  kaleidoscopic  changes,  their  effect- 
iveness and  points  of  interest  are  revealed  by  the 
same  plaj'  and  contrast.  In  the  present  biography 
this  is  well  illustrated. 

Mr.  Doming  is  of  English  birth  and  parentage. 
He  is  the  sou  of  Jonathan  and  Ann  Doming,  who 
were  born  respectively  in  Lancashire  and  Yorkshire 
of  that  country.  His  father  was  by  occupation  a 
farmer,  and  operated  about  forty  acres  of  land  in 
Lancashire.  This  he  sold  in  order  to  come  to  the 
United  States,  bringing  his  family,  at  that  time  com- 
prising his  wife,  six  sons  and  two  daughters,  wish- 
ing to  provide  for  them  a  home  in  the  new  countrj". 
His  object  in  removal  was  to  give  his  sons  a  better 
chance  in  life,  and  bring  them  up  surrounded  by  the 


influences  and  institutions  of  this  free  country.  He 
first  settled  in  Racine  County.  Wis.,  and  jiurchased 
a  section  of  land  of  the  Government  and  immedi- 
ately began  to  improve  it.  This  was  in  the  year 
1844.  He  became  a  very  influential  and  leading 
citizen,  and  more  especially  so  in  connection  with 
the  Baptist  Church,  of  which  he  was  a  member. 
Previous  to  his  death  he  had  amassed  considerable 
wealth  and  real  estate.  He  was  called  to  his  last 
rest  in  the  month  of  February,  1854,  at  the  ad- 
vanced age  of  sixty-two  years.  His  widow  is  still 
residing  on  the  same  homestead,  and  is  eighty  years 
of  age.  They  were  the  parents  of  nine  children, 
whose  names  are  recorded  as  follows:  Helen  (died 
in  England),  Joseph,  Jonathan  A.,  Robert,  Samuel, 
Peter,  John,  Margaret  and  Ann. 

Our  subject  was  born  in  Lancashire,  England,  on 
the  30th  of  October,  1839,  but  removed  to  this 
country  with  his  parents  at  an  age  too  tender  for 
any  recollections  to  be  retained  concerning  the  life 
there.  The  home  in  Wisconsin  supplies  his  early 
memories,  an<l  there  he  was  brought  up,  received 
his  education  in  the  usual  institution,  and  made  bis 
acquaintance  with  farm  work.  Quite  early  in  life 
he  develoi)ed  a  liking  that  was  almost  a  passion  for 
every  kind  of  stock,  but  more  especially'  of  cattle 
and  horses,  and  from  seeing  them  in  sickness  very 
earlj'  formed  the  desire  to  become  a  veterinary 
surgeon.  As  soon  as  he  had  come  to  j'ears  of  early 
manhood  he  began  to  read  for  this  profession  under 
the  careful  instruction  of  Dr.  Lawton,  of  liacine, 
who  had  quite  an  extensive  practice,  and  wjis  thus 
enabled  to  offer  daily  practical  illustration  of  what 
his  pupil  read  in  his  text-books.  lu  his  twentieth 
year  he  went  to  Chicago  and  entered  the  veterinary 
institution  in  that  city,  and  t<x)k  a  three-j'ears 
course  of  lectures  under  I'rofs.  Coleman  and  Dadil, 
being  graduated  with  the  class  of  'Gi. 

Our  subject  then  enlisted  in  the  armj'  as  Veter- 
inary Surgeon  of  the  2d  Wisconsin  Cavalry,  and  in 
that  connection  obtained  valuable  experience.  He 
was  in  a  number  of  engagements;  among  them  were 
Tupelo,  Miss., and  Prairie  Grove,  Ark.  In  the  lat- 
ter battle  our  subject  received  a  wound  in  the  calf 
of  the  leg,  but  speedily  recovered  and  took  his 
place  again  in  the  ranks.  He  received  his  discharge 
at  Prairie  Du  Chien,  Wis.,  on  the  25lh  of  July,  1 865, 
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having  served  in  the  Western  Division  of  the  army 
at  the  front  for  three  years  and  nine  months,  and 
only  receiving  his  discharge  liecanse  of  physical 
disability.  He  returned  to  his  home,  and  upon  re- 
cuperating he  commenced  farming  on  part  of  tlie 
original  homestead. 

On  the  2d  of  November,  1  865,  our  subject  be- 
came the  husband  of  Miss  Frances  Ann  Yates,  a 
daughter  of  James  and  Elizabeth  (Conway)  Yates, 
who  were  natives  of  Lancashire,  England.  Her 
father  followed  the  business  of  pharmaceutical 
ciiemist  in  England, and  upon  coming  to  this  coun- 
try with  his  family  he  settled  in  Kenoslia  County, 
Wis.,  and  engaged  in  farming.  He  died  in  the 
year  1854,  aged  forty-five  years.  He  was  survived 
about  ten  years  by  his  wife,  who  died  about  the 
close  of  the  war,  aged  seventy  years.  Their  chil- 
dren number  in  all  eight,  whose  names  are  recorded 
as  follows:  IVIartha,  James,  Deborah, Thomas,  Sam- 
uel, Dorothea,  Francis  A.  and  Elizabeth.  The  wife 
of  our  subject  was  born  July  25,  1844,  in  Ke- 
nosha County.  She  made  the  acquaintance  of  our 
sultject  while  quite  young,  and  attended  the  same 
sciiool  with  him,  and  without  doubt  the  intimate 
acquaintance  there  begun  had  grown  stronger, 
broader  and  deeper  until  the  happy  result  of  their 
union  was  attained.  The  subsequent  history  of 
their  lives  has  abundantly  proved  that  the  step  was 
a  right  one.  Their  family  includes  eight  children, 
whose  names  are  as  subjoined :  Francis  E.,  Jona- 
than, Jr.,  Elizabeth,  Amy,  James,  Kate,  Ida  and 
Helen. 

Upon  his  marriage  our  subject  settled  in  Racine, 
and  perfected  arrangements  for  working  in  his  pro- 
fession, in  which  he  continued  with  an  ever-increas- 
ingly  lucrative  practice,  which  he  supplemented 
by  some  farming  until  the  fall  of  1878.  Then  for 
the  same  reasons  that  actuated  the  removal  of  his 
father  from  England  to  America,  he  determined  to 
go  West,  and  accordingly  removed  to  this  count}', 
purchasing  his  farm  of  eighty  acres  situated  in  Ne- 
maha Township.  At  the  time  of  purchase  tiiere  were 
only  thirt}'  acres  brol^en,  but  he  immediately  set  to 
work  to  improve  the  property,  and  has  made  for 
himself  a  beautiful  home  and  highly  cultivated  and 
productive  farm.  His  house,  whether  for  situation, 
arrangement  or  finish,  is  an  ideal  residence  for  one 


in  the  position  of  our  subject,  and  all  his  farm 
buildings  are  in  keeping.  Owing  to  his  success  in 
his  profession  and  farming,  he  is  one  of  the  few  dis- 
abled soldiers  who  have  never  applied  for  a  pen- 
sion. His  practice  has  grown  to  be  one  of  the 
largest  in  the  district,  and  is  more  than  one  person 
can  readily  handle.  As  may  be  surmised,  it  is  quite 
extensive  also  in  regard  to  territory,  and  our  sub- 
ject cannot  travel  less  than  1,500  miles  per  annum 
in  order  to  attend  to  it. 

There  are  three  things  in  the  immediate  vincinitj" 
of  his  home  that  add  largely  to  its  attractiveness: 
The  elegant  and.  well-developed  shade  trees,  the 
large  orchard,  containing  besides  plums,  cherries 
and  abundance  of  small  fruits,  over  100  choice, 
select  apple  trees,  that  produce  some  of  the  finest 
fruit  in  the  district;  the  orchard  is  supplemented  by 
an  extensive  vinery,  from  which  an  abundant  sup- 
ply of  grapes  of  various  kinds  is  obtained.  Another 
attractive  feature  is  a  large  and  well-stocked  fish 
pond,  which  the  Doctor  put  in  in  the  year  1887, 
and  from  it  he  obtains  some  very  choice  specimens 
of  the  finny  tribe,  and  is  enabled  to  supph'  his 
table  with  piscatorial  dainties  of  an  unusually  high 
qualit3\ 

There  are  few  citizens  in  the  United  States  more 
thoroughly  Republican  in  their  sentiments  than  Dr. 
Doming,  and  in  all  political  campaigns  he  is 
found  taking  a  prominent  part  in  the  interests  of 
Ins  partj'.  His  army  service  has  given  him  a  deep 
interest  in  the  G.  A.  R.,  and  he  occupies  the  posi- 
tion of  Commander  of  the  J.  B.  Wyman  Post  No. 
101,  and  is  looked  up  to  by  its  membership  with 
niucii  esteem,  which  sentiment  is  shared  in  by  the 
community  at  large,  and  embraces  not  simply  our 
subject,  but  also  his  wife  and  family. 


<S  )j^  -A^-  GRAY,  the  present  Treasurer  of  Adams 
\/\//l  Township,  is  a  man  of  widespread  influ- 
^f^'  ence,  who  is  prominently  identified  witli 
village  and  township  affairs,  and  especially  are  his 
services  and  influence  valued  in  the  Presbyterian 
Church.  He  possesses  the  confidence  and  admira- 
tion of  all  who  know  him,  counting  his  friends  by 
tlic  scores,  and  winning  new  admirers  at  every  turn 
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by  his  genial  and  generous  disposition  and  his  truly 
Christian  and  consistent  walk.  Ilis  parents,  AViii- 
iam  and  Christiana  (Alexander)  Graj',  were  natives 
of  Bedford  County,  Pa.  His  great-grandfather, 
William  Gr.ay,  came  from  England  and  made  his 
home  near  Camden,  N.  J.,  at  the  time  of  the  Revo- 
lutionary War,  sending  three  of  his  sons  to  de- 
fend his  adopted  country  against  tlie  incursions  of 
his  native  land.  The  Alexanders  were  natives  of 
Ireland,  but  our  subject's  raotlier  was  born  in  Penn- 
sylvania, in  which  place  she  was  married.  After 
tlieir  marriage  the  parents  of  our  subject  kept  a 
hotel  for  several  years,  and  in  the  latter  part  of 
their  lives  they  engaged  in  farming  until  the  death 
of  the  father,  on  the  24th  of  April,  1872,  at  the  age 
of  eighty-two  years.  The  mother  died  in  1827,  on 
tlie  19th  of  July,  at  the  age  of  forty-one  years, 
leaving  one  child,  our  subject,  named  William 
Alexander.  The  father  married  a  second  time. 
Miss  Elizabeth  Enslow,  of  Ray's  Hill,  Bedford  Co., 
Pa.,  by  whom  he  liad  two  children,  named  Mary  A. 
and  Sarah. 

Our  subject  was  born  on  the  21st  of  August, 
1822,  in  Bedford  County,  Pa.,  at  Bloody  Run,  now 
called  Everett.  He  has  vivid  recollections  of  the 
events  and  scenes  of  his  youth,  and  after  the  death 
of  his  mother,  whicii  occurred  when  he  was  four 
years  and  eleven  months  old,  he  was  brought  up  by 
his  aunt,  Mrs.  Sarah  Bradley,  one  of  the  family  of 
Alexanders.  She  had  no  children,  so  she  and  her 
husband  became  as  loving  parents  to  him,  bestow- 
ing upon  him  all  the  wealth  of  love  which  parents 
lavish  upon  their  own  children.  He  grew  up  under 
their  care  only  a  few  miles  from  his  fatiier's  home, 
receiving  some  early  lessons  in  agriculture  and  cul- 
tivating his  mind  for  tlie  future  life  work,  whatever 
it  might  be.  The  first  school  which  he  attended 
was  held  in  a  log  house,  with  floor  of  eartli,  and  all 
its  appurtenances,  rude  as  well  as  rustic,  in  Wells 
Valley,  known  also  as  "Double  Alexander's  Valley," 
bearing  the  latter  name  from  the  name  of  one  of 
the  ancestors  of  our  subject,  Alexander  Alexander, 
who  was  its  first  permanent  settler,  making  his 
home  there  prior  to  the  Revolutionary  War. 

Our  subject  has  always  kioked  with  great  inter- 
est on  the  development  of  liis  country,  and  well  re- 
members the  time  of  the  rate  school  system,  the 


free  system  of  public  schools  being  established' in 
1  8;U.  At  the  age  of  twenty-four  years  he  entcre<l 
the  .ic.ademy  of  Tuscarora  Valley,  in  which  he 
took  a  course  of  two  years'  instruction,  and  by  that 
time  (1848)  another  academy,  known  as  tlie  Mel- 
wood  Academy,  was  started  nearer  home,  in  whicit 
he  also  took  a  two-years  course.  Not  satisfied, 
however,  with  his  educational  attainments,  he  en- 
tered Jefferson  College,  where  he  pursued  a  special 
course,  but  was  not  allowed  to  complete  it  because 
his  aunt  was  in  delicate  health,  and  leaving  the  col- 
lege with  the  rank  of  junior,  he  remained  .at  home 
until  the  death  of  that  dear  relative. 

On  the  31st  of  December,  1856,  Mr.  Gray  was 
united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Julia  A.  Moore,  a 
daughter  of  Dr.  and  Harriet  Moore,  of  Wells  Vai- 
ley.  The  father  w.as  from  Juniata  County,  and  the 
mother  from  Siiirleysburg,  Huntingdon  County, 
and  further  notice  of  them  will  be  foun<l  in  the 
sketch  of  B.  Frank  Moore.  They  had  eleven  chil- 
dren, eight  sons  and  three  daughters,  and  all  tlie 
brothers  of  Mrs.  Gr.ay  were  in  the  Union  service  in 
the  late  war,  in  which  they  distinguished  themselves 
nobly.  Mrs.  Gray  was  born  in  Siiirleysburg,  Hunt- 
ingdon Co.,  Pa.,  on  the  28th  of  January,  1829,  and 
during  her  early  years  she  attended  a  seminary  in 
her  native  town,  moving  to  Wells  Valley  in  1841. 
After  their  marriage  our  subject  and  his  wife  en- 
gaged in  farming,  in  whicli  they  were  very  prosper- 
ous, .and  the  former  was  m.a<le  Superintendent  of 
the  county  schools,  which  office  he  was  eminently 
qualified  to  fill,  retaining  it  for  five  years,  until  the 
breaking  out  of  the  war. 

There  being  still  more  vital  questions  to  agitato 
the  minds  of  American  citizens  than  the  one  of 
education,  our  subject  left  the  fielil  of  learning  to 
engage  on  the  dangerous  field  of  war,  and  enlisted 
as  a  private  under  Capt.  Decker  of  Company  K, 
202d  Pcnnsylv.ania  Inf.antry,  in  18G4,  being  then 
forty-two  years  old.  Prompted  by  patriotism  he 
could  not  withstand  the  desire  to  i)lace  iiimself  at 
the  service  of  his  country,  and  he  was  mustered  in 
at  Harrisburg,  sent  to  E.astern  Virginia,  defended 
the  outer  defenses  of  W.ashington.  and  w.as  on  duty 
assisting  to  guard  the  Nntif)nal  Capitol.  At  mid- 
night on  the  14th  of  April,  18G5,  news  of  the  as- 
sassination of  President  I^incoln  came  to  their  ears, 
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and  the  gunrcis  were  immerliately  floulilt'd,  great 
excitement  and  sorrow  prevailing  everywhere. 
The  negroes  presented  a  woefnl  appearance  as  they 
sadly  uttered  "Uncle  Sam  is  killed!"  and  no  doubt 
at  the  time  there  seemed  ample  cause  for  lamenta- 
tion lest  the  freedom  that  was  dawning  upon  their 
horizon  should  be  revoked;  but  there  have  been 
other  great  and  noble  men  to  continue  what  that 
master-mind  conceived  and  began,  and  the  institu- 
tion which  he  protected  is  now  dear  to  the  hearts  of 
all  true  Americans.  Our  subject^was  mustered  out 
at  Hairisbnrg,  and  honorably  discharged  after  hav- 
ing acquitted  himself  in  a  valiant  and  courageous 
manner. 

After  the  close  of  the  war  Mr.  Gray  returned  to 
his  home  in  Wells  Valley,  where  his  family  wel- 
comed him  with  outstretched  arms,  but  while  he 
received  a  loving  greeting  from  his  wife  and  three 
children,  his  heart  was  saddened  because  of  the  ab- 
sence of  one  little  child  who  had  died  while  he  was 
away  from  home.  He  then  continued  the  peace- 
ful pursuit  in  which  he  had  been  engaged  before  the 
war  until  the  spring  of  1868,  when  with  his  wife 
and  family  he  came  to  Nebraska,  having  traveled 
extensively  during  the  previous  year,  and  pur- 
chased 640  acres  of  land  in  Adams  Township.  He 
built  a  sod  house,  and  being  determined  to  success- 
fully combat  the  hardships  of  pioneer  life,  he  philo- 
sophically took  things  as  they  came  and  made  the 
best  of  them.  He  was  among  the  number  of  early 
settlers  who  voted  for  the  adoption  of  the  State  Con- 
stitution, and  ever  since  his  first  act  in  behalf  of  the 
advancement  of  our  glorious  State,  be  has  proved  an 
able  abettor  of  her  institutions.  In  the  year  1874 
there  was  an  entire  failure  of  the  corn  crop,  and  a 
period  of  great  want  was  anticipated,  but  some  of 
the  other  harvests  were  more  abundant,  so  that  our 
subject  saved  enough  to  pay  his  taxes,  and  obtain 
the  necessities  of  life.  In  various  ways  has  he  suf- 
fered a  loss  in  common  with  the  farmers  of  this 
State,  but  he  has  been  able  to  overcome  those  mis- 
fortunes, and  has  risen  to  a  position  of  affluence  and 
ease. 

Our  subject  now  owns  460  acres  of  splendid  land 
in  one  farm  in  Adams  Township,  on  which  there 
are  two  good  houses,  barns,  stables,  and  other  neces- 
sary out-buildings,  all  in  good  condition.    Tw&nty- 


five  acres  are  planted  in  timber,  consisting  of  cotton- 
wood,  maple,  elm  and  other  kinds  of  trees,  and  these 
trees  were  all  planted  by  the  hands  of  our  subject. 
Besides  the  necessary  work  and  time  devoted  to 
the  improvement  of  his  farm,  he  has  taken  an  act- 
ive part  in  the  organization  of  tlie  township,  his 
influence  being  great  and  widespreading.  He  is 
identified  with  the  Republican  party  in  politics,  but 
has  refused  to  accept  any  public  offices  tendered 
him  from  their  hands.  He  was  a  strong  anti-slaver3' 
man,  a  Whig,  and  voted  for  John  C.  Fremont.  He 
is  now  occupying  the  office  of  Trcasuier  of  the 
township,  and  in  every  contingent  of  public  affairs 
in  which  the  advice  of  a  thoughtful  and  careful 
mind  is  needed  our  subject  is  consulted,  and  his 
mature  and  wise  counsel  received  with  general  ap- 
proval. He  and  his  wife  are  members  of  the  Pres- 
byterian Church,  of  which  the  former  is  a  charter 
member  and  one  of  the  Elders,  while  he  endears 
himself  to  the  younger  people  of  the  community  in 
his  capacity  of  teacher  in  the  Sunday-school. 

To  these  loving  and  con.siderate  parents  there 
have  been  given  six  children,  of  whom  we  have  the 
following  record;  Anna  is  at  home;  Edward  Ever- 
ett died  when  young,  in  Pennsylvania;  Caroline 
is  the  wife  of  R.  C.  Pierson,  a  grain  buyer,  and  re- 
sides in  Adams;  Emma  died  while  our  subject  was 
in  the  war;  William  C.  is  at  home,  engaged  in  the 
grocery  business,  in  which  our  subject  is  also  inter- 
ested; James  K.  is  deceased.  The  mother  is  a  re- 
fined and  talented  lady,  a  true  Christian  woman, 
sensitive,  social  and  generous,  and  is  the  warm  friend 
of  a  host  of  admirers  among  both  young  and  old. 
Her  husband  is  also  distinguished  as  a  man  of  ad- 
mirable social  qualifications,  and  the  words  of  our 
pen  are  insufficient  to  portray  his  excellent  and 
Christian  disposition  and  character. 


JEREMIAH  BAILEY.  Among  the  names  of 
the  early  pioneer  settlers  of  Highland  Town- 
ship will  be  found  that  of  the  subject  of  this 
sketch,  and  there  are  few  more  worthy  of  a 
place  in  a  biographical  work  of  this  description  than 
he.  Since  the  fall  of  1887  Mr.  Bailey  has  resided 
in  Cortland,  after  enduring  for  many  years  such 
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hardships,  dilBciilties  and  trials  as  tliose  that  come 
to  men  whose  lives  are  spent  in  frontier  districts. 

There  was  born  on  the  7th  of  March,  1 843,  at  the 
home  of  Francis  and  Sarah  Bailey,  near  Hamilton, 
Ontario,  Canada,  a  son,  whose  history  provides  the 
material  for  this  epitome.  His  parents  were  both 
natives  of  Eingland.  The  father  is  deceased.  His 
mother  is  now  the  wife  of  Harrison  Gillett,  of  High- 
land Township,  section  28.  She  was  wedded  to  him 
seven  years  after  the  death  of  the  father  of  our  sub- 
ject, who  gave  his  life  in  defense  of  his  country  in 
the  mouth  of  December,  1864,  while  fighting  as  a 
soldier  in  the  late  Civil  War. 

The  family  circle  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Bailey  included 
nine  children,  and  our  subject  was  the  second  eld- 
est son.  He  was  brought  up  and  educated  in 
Canada,  which  was  his  home  until  he  attained  his 
majority',  when  he  went  to  Galena,  III.,  where  he 
made  Ills  home  for  five  years;  at  the  end  of  that 
period  he  came  to  this  county,  and  in  the  spring  of 
1871  settled  in  Highland  Township,  section  28, 
where  he  pre-empted  eighty  acres  of  land,  and  sub- 
sequently liomesteaded  another  eighty. 

Upon  coming  to  this  State  our  subject  was  quite 
a  poor  man,  and  was  swaj-ed  alternately  by  hope  and 
fear  regarding  the  final  outcome.  But  bending  all 
his  energies  to  the  task,  allowing  neither  hardship 
nor  dilHculty  to  daunt  him,  or  any  natural  adverse 
circumstance  to  baffle  him,  his  experience  of  pio- 
neer life  has  developed  within  him  those  traits  and 
characteristics  that  have  brought  him  the  respect 
and  admiration  of  his  fellows,  and  his  material  pros- 
perity and  success  are  the  reward  of  his  labor.  He 
resided  upon  his  farm,  and  was  ever  engaged  in  the 
various  duties  connected  therewith  until  1887,  when 
he  removed  to  Cortland.  The  latter  years  of  his 
life  he  devoted  chiefly  to  stock-raising  and  feeding, 
and  he  still  gives  considerable  time  and  attention  to 
stock  buying  and  shipping,  the  chief  point  of  con- 
signment being  Omaha. 

A  red-letter  day  in  the  history  of  our  subject 
was  the  16th  of  September,  1877,  the  day  whereon 
he  was  united  in  marriage  with  Amelia  Meservc,  of 
Nemaha  Township.  This  estimable  lady  was  born 
on  the  4th  of  December,  18.55,  in  Livingston 
County,  111.  She  is  the  daughter  of  Joseph  and 
Elizabeth   (Call)  Meserve,    natives  of  Maine  and 


New  York  respectively.  There  h'lve  been  four 
children  born  of  tills  union,  whose  names  are  here 
appended :  Freda  B.,  who  w.as  born  on  the  29th  of 
September,  1878;  Jeanette,  Jan.  IG.  1880;  Phebe, 
Sept.  28,  1 885,  and  J.  L.,  Dec.  3, 1 887.  One  is  de- 
ceased, F.  J. 

The  father  of  Mrs.  Bailey  was  by  occupation  a 
potter,  and  is  a  descendant  of  an  old  English  fam- 
ily. When  their  daughter  Amelia  was  about  seven 
years  of  .age,  her  parents  removed  from  Illinois, 
where  they  settled  prior  to  their  marriage,  to  Powe- 
shiek County,  Iowa,  in  1863,  and  there  took  land 
and  engaged  in  farming,  making  it  their  home  until 
1877.  Then  they  removed  to  this  county  and  set- 
tled in  Nemaha  Township,  where  they  still  reside 
upon  the  land  originally  taken  by  them  attliat  time. 
They  were  the  parents  of  ten  children,  six  of  whom 
are  living,  whose  names  arc  recorded  as  follows: 
Joseph  M.,  William  II.,  Harriet  L.,  Charles  C,  Min- 
nie C.  and  Amelia.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Meserve  have  for 
many  years  l)een  members  of  the  Christian  Church. 
They  are  still  practically  in  their  prime,  and  fully 
appreciate  the  start  in  life  they  have  l)een  enabled 
to  give  their  children,  and  also  the  many  comforts 
that  are  for  them  to  enjo^'. 

Our  subject  is  in  political  matters  a  strong  Demo- 
crat, and  has  so  continued  the  greater  i)art  of  his 
life.  Although  he  has  now  retired  from  his  farm, 
he  is  still  actively-  engsiged,  indeed,  idleness  to  one 
of  his  disposition  would  be  a  misery.  He  has  large 
re.al-estate  interests  in  Highland  Township,  which 
make  large  demands  upon  his  time  and  attention. 
Mr.  and  Mi-s.  Bailej'  move  in  tlie  best  circles  of  so- 
ciety in  Cortland,  and  arc   liiglily  esteemed   by  all. 


OEL  DOBB.S.     One  of  the  enterprising,  pro- 

Jgressive  and  prosperous  mercantile  houses  of 
the  growing  town  of  Rockford,  in  the  town- 
ship of  that  name,  is  that  of  Messrs.  Dobbs 
<k  Willis,  and  in  this  epitome  is  briefly  sketched  the 
life  of  the  popular  senior  partner  of  the  firm,  a  man 
of  education  and  ability,  who  owes  his  present  po- 
sition almost  entirely  to  his  own  ambition.  He  is 
the  son  of  Russell  L.  and  Cynthia  (Hurst)  Dobbs, 
natives  respectively  of  Tennessee  and  Indiana.    The 
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loyal  patriotism  of  his  grand fatlier  led  him  to  take 
up  arms  in  I'.is  country's  defense  in  the  War  of 
181-2.  and  fire  from  the  same  altar  still  burns  in  the 
hreast  of  our  subject. 

The  Dobbs  family  came  to  America  over  150 
years  since,  and  settled  in  Tennessee  among  the 
Blue  Ridge  Mountains,  in  the  days  when  the  State 
was  just  being  opened  up.  In  this  district  the 
family  grew  and  flourished ;  generation  followed 
generation  in  their  life  among  those  beautiful  hills. 
The  parents  of  our  subject  were  married  in  Put- 
nam County,  Ind.,in  1837,  and  the  father  remained 
following  the  chosen  calling  of  his  life  until  1844, 
when  he  removed  to  Andrew  County,  Mo.,  and  was 
among  the  earl}-  pioneers  of  that  district,  and  still 
lives  upon  the  old  farm.  He  has  attained  the  ad- 
vanced age  of  seventj'-one  years,  but  does  not  seem 
to  feel  their  weiglit  pressing  so  heavily  as  many  do 
at  a  lesser  number.  He  still  enjoys  good  health  and 
is  active,  still  able  to  perform  a  great  deal  of  work 
on  and  about  the  farm.  In  his  time  he  has  held 
many  important  offices,  and  has  been  an  active 
politician.  The  mother  of  our  subject  died  in  the 
year  1867,  aged  forty-eight  years.  They  were  the 
parents  of  nine  children,  whose  names  are  recorded 
as  follows:  Emeline,  Abraham,  John,  Amelia  Jane, 
Martha,  Sarah,  Julia,  William  F.  and  Joel.  By  a 
former  marriage  there  were  born  to  the  father  of 
our  subject  two  children,  who  received  the  names 
respectively  of  Mary  and  Susan. 

Mr.  Joel  Dobbs  was  born  July  23,  1857,  upon 
the  old  homestead  in  Missouri.  His  first  great 
trouble  came  with  the  death  of  his  mother  when  he 
was  ten  years  of  age.  At  eleven  he  started  to  do 
battle  with  the  world  on  his  own  account,  and  has 
from  that  time  continued  to  do  so.  After  the 
death  of  his  wife  the  father  of  our  subject  was  un- 
able to  attend  to  business  on  account  of  sickness 
caused  by  his  wife's  death,  for  two  3'ears,  owing  to 
the  severe  strain  caused  by  that  trouble.  This  was 
the  immediate  cause  of  our  subject  and  the  rest  of 
the  family  being  thrown  upon  their  own  resources. 
Until  he  was  eighteen  years  of  age  our  subject  con- 
tinued to  work  upon  a  farm,  and  it  was  his  prac- 
tice during  winter  especially  to  work  for  his  board 
in  order  that  he  might  attend  school.  At  eighteen 
years  of  age  he  began  teaching  school   in  Andrew 


and  Nodaway  Counties,  and  continued  successfully 
in  this  profession  for  nine  years,  interspersing  it, 
however,  during  his  vacations  with  work  in  con- 
nection with  mercantile  life,  and  by  farming  upon 
rented  land,  and  although  he  was  compelled  from 
the  nature  of  his  other  engagements  to  employ 
hired  help  in  its  cultivation,  he  realized  quite  a 
good  profit. 

The  sentiments  of  Miss  Alice  E.  Perkins  and  our 
subject  being  found  upon  inquiry  to  be  in  perfect 
accord,  they  became  husband  and  wife  March  17, 
1878.  This  lady  is  the  daughter  of  Avery  A.  and 
Martha  (Abbott)  Perkins,  natives  of  Kentucky  and 
Ohio.  As  the  name  intimates,  the  Perkins  family 
are  of  English  extraction;  they  settled  in  this 
country  in  an  early  day.  Upon  their  marriage 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Perkins  settled  in  Hancock  County, 
111.,  in  1840,  where  he  followed  the  occupation  of 
agricultural  pursuits  until  1872,  when  he  removed 
to  Nodaw.ay  County,  Mo.  Of  this  union  there 
were  born  ten  children,  whose  names  were  recorded 
as  follows:  John  S.,  Ephraim.  Lucina.  Jane,  Edith, 
Alice  E.,  Nancy,  Annie,  Avery  A.,  and  George, 
deceased.  By  a  former  wife  there  were  born  four 
other  children. 

Mrs.  Dobbs  was  born  in  Hancock  County,  in  the 
State  of  Illinois,  in  April,  1858,  and  continued  to 
live  with  her  parents  until  her  marriage.  She  was 
fifteen  3'ears  of  age  when  she  accompanied  her  par- 
ents to  Missouri,  and  there  she  made  the  acquaint- 
ance of  our  subject  while  he  was  engaged  in  teach- 
ing. Until  the  year  1883  they  continued  to  live 
in  Missouri,  then  came  to  Nebraska  and  settled 
upon  a  farm  four  miles  north  of  Blue  Springs, 
where  our  subject  continued  engaged  in  farming 
for  two  years.  Then  he  came  to  Rockford  and 
established  the  business  which  still  engages  his  at- 
tention ;  from  that  time  on  there  has  been  a  contin- 
uous and  steady  increase  in  the  business,  so  that 
other  help  was  required  and  a  larger  stock  de- 
manded. He  has,  however,  been  enabled  to  keep  pace 
with  this  most  desirable  and  happy  growth,  and  will 
doubtless  contrive  to  do  so,  however  far  it  may 
e.xtend  in  the  future. 

Our  subject  has  erected  a  very  pretty  and  com- 
modious residence  in  Rockford.  and  has  supplied  it 
with  numberless  conveniences  th.at  are  a  daily  ap- 
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pi-eciation.  Altliongli  no  pains  Imve  been  spared 
to  make  tliis  home  bright  and  pleasant,  its  chief 
adornment  to  our  subject  is  his  wife  and  cliildren. 
There  iiave  been  born  of  this  union  six  children, 
three  of  whom  died  in  childhood.  Their  names 
are  as  follows:  William  S. ;  Annie,  who  died  aged 
nine  months:  Bernice;  Russell  L.,  who  died  when 
three  j-ears  of  age;  Elmer,  and  an  infant  who  died 
unnamed. 

To  Mr.  Dobbs  came  the  honor  of  being  appointed 
the  first  Postmaster  of  Rockford,  a  position  which 
he  filled  with  universal  .satisfaction  within  the 
sphere  of  operation.  He  was  elected  Justice  of  the 
Peace  in  the  year  1887,  and  there  won  fresh  laurels. 
This  was,  doubtless,  one  reason  why  he  was  made  a 
delegate  to  the  Republican  County  Convention  of 
1888.  It  will  be  seen,  therefore,  that  the  current 
of  his  political  principles  and  sentiments  is  with 
tlie  "grand  old  party,"  of  which  for  many  j-cars  he 
has  been  a  stanch  friend.  These  things  are  but 
effects;  the  cause  must  be  sought  in  the  character 
of  the  man.  who  has  achieved  such  success  and 
gathered  arynnd  him  so  many  friends,  who  hold 
him  in  their  high  regard. 

STl_^  ARVEY  W.  GIDDINGS  is  an  intelligent  and 
jljl^  industrious  farmer  residing  on  section  36, 
tiW^  Midland  Township,  who  has  accumulated  his 
(^)  present  fine  and  valuable  property  by  his 
force  of  will,  perseverance  and  industry,  having 
successfully  combated  reverses  which  would  have 
caused  a  less  energetic  man  to  despair.  He  is  a  son 
of  John  W.  and  Hannah  (Stafford)  Giddings,  the 
former  of  whom  was  born  in  Massachusetts,  and 
the  latter  in  the  southwestern  part  of  New  York. 
The  Giddings  family  are  of  Scotch  descent,  the 
great-grandfather  of  our  subject  coming  to  New 
York  from  Scotland,  and  making  a  matrimonial  alli- 
ance in  that  State.  The  Staffords  are  of  English 
descent.  The  father  of  our  subject  followed  the 
pursuit  of  agriculture,  and  was  a  hard-working 
man,  his  sympathy  in  political  matters  always 
strongly  in  favor  of  the  Whig  and  Republican 
parties.  He  died  .at  the  age  of  seventy-seven  years 
in  1881,  and  his  wife  died  at  the  .age  of  seventy-six 
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years  in  1885,  after  having  gathered  about  them  a 
family-  of  eleven  children,  on  wliom  were  bestowed 
the  following  names:  Harvey  W.,  Elmira  A.,  Sarah 
L.,  Robey  S.,  Miron  A.,  Clinton  and  Caroline  (the 
former  of  whom  died  when  abo}'  of  thirteen  j'ears), 
Francis,  Emilj'.  Augusta  (deceased  at  the  age  of 
four  j'ears),  and  John  C. 

Our  subject,  the  oldest  of  his  father's  family, 
was  born  in  McKran  Township,  Erie  Co.,  Pa.,  on 
the  mil  of  January,  1830,  and  when  he  was  but 
four  years  old  he  began  his  attendance  on  the  com- 
mon schools.  He  has  .a  very  retentive  memory, 
and  the  early  scenes  having  made  a  vivid  impres- 
sion on  his  childish  mind,  he  can  describe  them  with 
great  precision,  and  is  able  to  place  every  maple, 
beech  an<l  chestnut  tree  on  the  w.ay  to  the  old 
school-house.  His  parents  were  in  moderate  cir- 
cnmstauces,  and  he  was  early  taught  to  ai)ply  him- 
self diligently  to  work  in  order  to  assist  in  the 
maiutenanec  of  the  large  family.  In  June.  1840, 
the  family  removed  to  Warren  County,  III.,  where 
they  were  among  the  early  pioneers. 

Our  subject  remained  at  home  until  he  was 
twenty-five  years  old,  when  he  returned  to  Penn- 
sylvania to  claim  the  companionship  of  the  lady  of 
his  choice.  Miss  Rebecca  E.  McClure,  a  daughter  of 
George  \V.  and  Elizabeth  (Shirer)  McClure.  Her 
father  was  born  in  Ireland  and  her  mother  in  Hol- 
land, and  they  moved  to  Illinois  from  Pcimsylvania 
in  18G5.  The  father  died  in  1883  at  the  age  of 
seventj'-six  years,  and  the  mother  still  lives,  having 
reached  the  age  of  eighty  years,  and  seen  her  ten 
children,  eight  girls  and  two  boys,  bcct)me  useful 
men  and  women.  Mrs.  Giddings  is  the  fifth  child 
of  the  family,  and  was  born  on  the  16th  of  October, 
183G,  and  after  reaching  the  years  of  girlhood  she 
attendeil  school  in  the  same  ol<l  school-house  under 
the  chestnut  tree  that  is  so  dear  to  the  memory  of 
her  husband. 

After  their  marriage  our  subject  and  his  wife 
came  to  Illinois,  the  former  rejoicing  with  gratified 
pride  that  he  had  prepared  a  pleasant  home  for  his 
bride,  having  a  comfortable  home  and  120  acres  of 
land  to  shitre  with  her.  He  was  financially  suc- 
cessful, and  became  the  owner  of  9.000  acres  of 
land  in  Illinois,  but  by  going  security  for  other 
parlies,  and   they  proving  unable  or  unwilling  to 
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pay  off  the  amount  of  their  indebtedness  for  which 
our  subject  had  gone  security,  he  met  with  reverses, 
and  was  virtually  bankrupt.  This  word  originally 
had  a  deeper  significance  than  it  now  bears,  being 
derived  from  the  Italian  words  "banco  rotto,"  which 
means  literally  "broken  bench,"  and  originated 
from  the  custom  of  the  ancient  Italian  merchants 
and  business  men  of  transacting  business  behind 
stands  or  benches  on  the  street;  when  one  of  them 
became  insolvent  or  unable  to  pay  his  debts,  his 
bench  was  literally  broken  to  pieces,  and  he  was  no 
longer  permitted  to  transact  business.  But  that 
meaning  does  not  now  attach  to  the  word,  ample  op- 
portunity now  being  afforded  an  unfortunate  man 
to  redeem  his  fortune,  and  our  subject  having  lost 
all  he  had  through  the  lack  of  honor  in  others,  was 
constrained  to  begin  anew,  and  again  rise  to  a  po- 
sition of  wealth. 

Our  subject  determined  to  take  advantage  of  the 
inducements  offered  by  our  State  to  regain  his  lost 
footing,  and  in  the  spring  of  1871  he  came  to 
Buffalo  County,  where  he  rented  some  land.  Here 
he  again  passed  through  a  pioneer  experience,  and 
after  much  hard  labor  in  sowing  his  first  crop  it 
was  destroj'cd  by  the  grasshoppers,  and  he  was 
almost  in  despair.  In  1873  he  came  to  this  count}', 
and  leased  a  section  of  land  for  two  years'  time,  but 
his  lessee  sold  the  farm  in  1875.  He  then  moved 
on  the  Kansas  &  Missouri  Stage  Company's  farm, 
which  consisted  of  1,200  acres,  of  which  he  broke 
475  acres,  and  fenced  it  all  with  wire.  He  prospered 
exceedingly  well,  and  remained  on  that  farm  for 
seven  years,  in  the  meantime  (1879)  buying  his 
present  farm  of  240  acres,  and  when  he  moved  on 
to  it  in  1882  it  was  virtually  paid  for,  he  having 
built  up  a  reputation  as  one  of  the  best  farmers  in 
the  county. 

Our  subject  and  his  wife  have  become  the  par- 
ents of  ten  children,  of  whom  Flora  E.  died  March 
3,  1883;  Carrie,  April  22,  1882,  and  Edwin  W., 
Nov.  16, 1884;the  remaining  members  of  the  family 
bear  the  names  of  Jennie,  S.  E.,  Harry,  Carl,  Susie, 
Ralph,  and  an  infant,  Rebecca  E.  When  the  family 
were  living  on  the  Kansas  &  Missouri  Stage  Com- 
pany's farm  the  father  built  on  his  own  farm  a 
handsome  and  commodious  full  two-story  house  at 
a  cost  of  11,750,  containing  all  modern   iraprove- 
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ments  and  conveniences.  The  children  possess 
great  musical  talents,  and  when  they  get  together 
the  handsome  parlors  resound  with  strains  of  sweet- 
est music.  The  mother  is  inclined  to  the  Presby- 
terian Church,  and  her  husband  has  for  his  motto 
the  Golden  Rule,  his  neighbors  testifying  that  his 
principles  are  in  strictest  accord  with  its  teaching. 

Our  subject  has  been  engaged  in  the  dairy  busi- 
ness, for  which  purpose  he  has  eighteen  good  milch 
cows,  and  his  milk-house  is  cool,  sweet  and  clean. 
He  operates  600  acres  of  land,  leasing  320  acres, 
and  has  200  acres  devoted  to  the  growth  of  flax, 
100  to  oats,  seventy-five  to  corn,  and  eighty  acres 
to  meadow  land.  He  has  ten  teams  of  horses,  sixty 
hogs,  and  raises  about  a  carload  of  beef  cattle  an- 
nuall}',  feeding  all  the  grain  that  he  raises.  His 
former  reverses  seem  only  to  have  incited  him  to 
still  greater  effort,  the  results  of  which  are  his  present 
abundant  means  and  influential  standing  among  his 
fellowmen. 

Our  subject  has  taken  great  interest  in  the  edu- 
cational advancement  of  his  township,  having  been 
instrumental  in  building  the  school-houses  in  the 
district,  since  which  time  the  young  people  have 
enjoyed  the  advantage  of  a  nine-months  school 
every  year.  Of  his  reputation  we  might  say  with 
old  John  Brown  of  "marching  on"  fame,  that  one 
good,  industrious,  true  and  believing  man  in  a  com- 
munity is  worth  a  thousand  who  have  no  religion 
and  no  fixed  principles.  He  has  served  with  credit 
on  the  Grand  and  Petit  Juries,  and  is  foremost 
among  the  advocates  of  law  and  order.  In  politics 
Mr.  Giddings  afflliates  with  the  Republican  party. 


^^^HADDEUS  GREEN  was  born  in  Ross  County, 
m^\  Ohio,  on  the  18th  of  April,  1837,  and  when 
^^^  he  was  about  two  years  old  his  parents, 
Thomas  W.  and  Eleanor  (Moser)  Green,  removed 
to  McLean  County,  III.  There  he  grew  up  to  man- 
hood, receiving  his  education  in  the  district  schools, 
and  there  he  was  married,  on  the  2d  of  November, 
1864,  to  Miss  Mary  Hall.  He  engaged  in  farming, 
and  remained  in  Illinois  until  the  1st  of  March, 
1883,  when  he  came  to  Nebraska  and  located  on 
the  farm  on  which  he  still  lives. 

Our  subject  is  a  great  admirer  and  sympathizer 
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witli  tlie  beauties  and  resources  of  Nature,  and  lie 
takes  a  natural  delight  in  developing  tlieni,  jjrefer- 
ring  a  peaceful,  happy  life  on  his  farm  engaged  in 
the  various  duties  incident  to  a  rural  life  rather 
than  any  other  life  which  the  busy,  bustling  world 
can  offer.  He  has  a  very  good  farm  of  200  acres 
on  section  17,  Sicily  Township,  and  gives  attention 
to  the  raising  of  both  grain  and  live  stock.  His 
farm  is  well  watered,  having  an  inexhaustible  supply 
from  a  well,  and  Sicily  Creek,  which  passes  through 
his  farm,  furnishes  plenty  of  water  for  his  stock. 
The  creek  never  dries  in  the  summer  or  freezes  in 
the  winter,  so  that  his  stock  has  free  access  to  it  at 
all  times  and  in  all  seasons. 

Mr.  Green  has  improved  his  farm  liy  building  a 
good  house  and  barn,  with  good  fencing  to  serve 
as  the  dividing  line  between  the  various  fields, 
which  adds  very  much  to  the  fine  appearance  of  the 
place.  He  has  a  good  orchard  of  fine  young  trees 
just  beginning  to  bear  nicely,  and  he  takes  great 
interest  in  keeping  them  well  pruned  and  in  a  good 
bearing  condition.  For  his  reward  and  painstaking 
he  will  enjoy  seeing  the  branches  loaded  with  a 
supply  of  delicious  fruits,  for  when  Nature  is  well 
wooed  she  does  not  fail  to  respond. 

Our  subject  and  his  wife  have  a  family  of  six 
children,  all  of  whom  are  living.  The  parents  are 
members  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  in 
Blue  Springs.  The  mother  of  our  subject  was  a 
native  of  Berks  County,  Pa.,  and  she  died  on  the 
27th  of  January,  1871,  while  his  father  was  born 
in  Philadelphia,  and  died  on  the  25th  of  April, 
1870,  the  death  of  both  the  parents  occurring  in 
McLean  Countj',  111.  They  were  members  of  the 
Methodist  Church,  esteemed  and  active  Christian 
people,  and  in  that  faith  they  died. 

The  father  of  Mrs.  Green,  Prior,  and  her  mother, 
Mary  (Thomas)  Hall,  were  natives  of  Ohio,  but 
both  removed  to  Illinois  when  young.  When  the 
inhabitants  of  tlie  country  became  so  excited  over 
the  discovery  of  gold  in  California,  there  were  vast 
trains  of  emigrant  wagons  stretched  across  the 
prairies  and  along  the  mountain  roads.  These  vast 
trains  of  emigrants  were  really  pioneers  in  the  part 
of  the  country  through  which  the}'  passed,  in  some 
places  having  to  fell  trees,  build  rude  bridges,  and 
otherwise  prepare  the  way  before  they  could  reach 


the  end  of  their  journej'.  The  father  of  Mrs.  Green 
was  one  among  the  large  number  who  hastened  to 
the  gold  mines,  making  the  journey  to  California 
in  1849,  but  after  enduring  man}'  hardships  and 
privations  he  sickened  and  died  in  that  distant 
State,  in  the  year  1851.  The  mother  died  in  Illinois 
in  October,  18(J2,  having  been  the  mother  of  seven 
children,  of  whom  the  wife  of  our  subject  is  the 
sixth  one. 

Our  subject  h.as  two  brothers  and  three  sisters, 
all  of  whom  are  living  except  one  sister,  Margaret 
E..  who  died  in  Illinois,  and  all  married  except 
Mary  D.  His  brother  John  M.  was  in  Company 
F,  UGth  Illinois  Infantry,  and  served  in  the  capac- 
ity of  a  soldier  for  three  years,  coming  home  with- 
out having  received  a  wound,  though  his  health 
was  impaired  by  the  exposure.  Our  subject  is 
earnestly  in  favor  of  the  administration  of  the  Re- 
publican party. 

-»  +«+-«iijn[:*:|:>^-H>v-e.. 

""  ORVEL  LKWIS  is  one  of  the  most  enier- 
I)rising  and  successful  farmers  in  Hockford 
Township,  where  he  h.as  a  splendid  farm  of 
160  acres,  and  another  of  the  same  size  in  Logan 
Township,  devoted  to  the  purjioscs  of  general 
farming  and  stock-raising.  His  father.  Mills  Lewis, 
was  born  in  New  Jersey,  near  Perth  Amboy,and  his 
mother,  Jane  (Carr)  Lewis,  in  Indiana.  Both  had 
earl}-  come  with  their  parents  to  Warren  County, 
III.,  where  they  grew  to  manhood  and  womanhood, 
and  after  their  marriage  tiiey  made  their  home  at 
that  place,  continuing  until  the  present  time,  the 
father  having  reached  the  age  of  sixty-three  years, 
and  the  mother  sixty-one  years.  The  father  has 
been  prominently  identified  with  the  jwlitical  af- 
fairs of  Warren  County,  and  was  sent  by  his  con- 
stituents to  the  Illinois  State  Legislature  during 
the  term  of  1880-81.  He  represented  his  county 
in  an  able  manner,  and  served  with  honor  to  him- 
self and  his  constituents.  His  family  numbered 
nine  children,  bearing  the  following  names:  Norvel. 
Mary,  Henry,  Jud,  Emery,  Sarah,  Lula,  Eflie  and 
Edwin  C. 

Our  subject,  the  eldest  in  his  father's  family,  was 
born  on  the  12th  of  July,  1850,  in  Warren  County, 
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Burwick  Township,  anrl  spent  his  earl3'  life  on  a 
farm.  In  order  to  receive  the  advantages  of  edu- 
cation offered  by  the  nearest  school,  he  was  obliged 
to  go  two  and  a  half  miles,  but  did  not  attend 
after  he  was  sixteen  years  old.  He  rennainert  with 
his  father  until  he  was  twenty-two  years  old,  when, 
in  1872,  he  was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss 
Millie  Murdock.,  a  daughter  of  John  and  Fannie 
(Milligan)  Murdock,  who  were  both  natives  of 
Pennsylvania.  The  father  was  a  farmer,  and  after 
their  marriage  in  Pennsylvania  they  went  to  War- 
ren County,  111.,  where  he  continued  the  pursuit  of 
his  occupation.  He  died  in  1887,  at  the  age  of 
seventy-eight  years,  but  the  mother  still  lives  at 
her  home  in  Illinois,  and  is  seventy-four  years  old. 
She  was  Mr.  Murdock's  first. wife,  and  there  was  a 
family  of  eiglit  children,  whose  names  are:  Jonas, 
Margai-ett  Mary,  George  (deceased),  Millie,  Allen, 
Mina  and  Edward. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Lewis  were  the  parents  of  one 
child,  named  Henry  M.,  who  died  wiien  he  was  six 
months  old,  and  the  mother  died  in  October,  1873. 
Our  subject  was  a  second  time  married,  to  Miss 
Rachel  Dickie,  of  Pennsylvania,  who  died  in  No- 
vember, 1883.  Mr.  Lewis  came  to  this  county  in 
the  spring  of  1881,  and  in  the  fall  of  the  same  year 
he  purchased  his  present  quarter-section  of  land, 
expecting  to  make  his  home  here,  bringing  his  wife 
in  the  spring  of  1882.  He  was  a  third  time  mar- 
ried, on  the  27th  of  January,  1884,  to  Miss  Mattie 
Shaw,  a  daughter  of  Holcorab  and  Ruth  Shaw.  Her 
parents  were  born  in  Pennsylvania,  and  two  3'ears 
after  their  marriage  they  came  to  Illinois,  where 
they  made  their  home  for  six  years,  after  which,  in 
1869,  they  came  to  this  county.  They  are  still 
residing  here,  the  father  at  the  age  of  fifty-eight 
years,  and  the  mother  fifty-three,  and  have  cared 
for  a  family  of  eight  children,  on  whom  they 
bestowed  the  names  Dora,  Mattie,  Charles,  Mary 
and  Ruth  (deceased),  Pearl,  Herbert  and  Rupert. 

Mrs.  Lewis  was  born  on  the  6th  of  September, 
1862,  In  Ogle  County,  111.,  and  was  six  or  seven 
years  old  wher  she  came  to  this  State.  She  at- 
tended school  in  Cottage  Hill,  near  Filley,  the  first 
school-house  in  Filley  Township,  and  having  re- 
ceived a  very  excellent  education  she  has  been 
identified  with  the  educators  of  this  county  for  four 


or  five  j'ears.  She  attended  the  first  summer  Nor- 
mal held  in  this  county,  and  prepared  herself  to 
engage  in  the  profession  of  teaching;  but  leaving 
the  care  of  many  little  ones  to  others,  she  became 
the  wife  of  our  subject,  and  is  a  devoted  mother  to 
the  children  that  have  been  given  her.  The  elder, 
Harry  E.,  died  when  he  was  two  years  and  three 
months  old,  and  the  only  remaining  child  is  named 
Norvel  M. 

Mr.  Lewis  is  the  owner  of  320  acres  of  fine  land, 
half  of  which  lies  on  section  5,  Rockford  Township, 
and  the  other  half  in  Logan  Township.  He  gives 
special  attention  to  the  breeding  of  Hambletonian 
and  Bashaw  horses,  and  is  the  owner  of  the  famous 
Oakland  stud  of  twenty  to  twenty-seven  horses. 
In  the  work  of  his  farm  he  uses  three  teams  of 
horses,  and  has  improved  it  to  a  very  fine  condi- 
tion; and  from  his  uniform  success  he  has  built  up 
a  reputation  as  a  successful  agriculturist  which  is 
second  to  none  in  the  county.  He  is  well  known 
and  influential  in  the  management  of  public  affairs, 
and  in  matters  of  politics  he  lends  his  influence  to 
the  Democratic  party.  Mrs.  Lewis  is  an  estimable 
lady,  and  an  influential  member  of  the  Metiiodist 
Episcopal  Church  at  Beatrice. 


REDERICK    GRUND.      Adams  Township 
^  has    within   its  borders  few  better  men  or 
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citizens  than  the  subject  of  this  sketch,  who 
has  had  a  wide  and  varied  experience  in  life,  and 
has  made  the  most  of  his  opportunities.  He  now 
owns  and  occupies  a  good  farm  on  section  28,  and 
while  engaged  in  the  cultivation  of  the  soil  has  like- 
wise carefully  tended  the  garden  of  his  mind,  and 
by  a  steady  and  judicious  course  of  reading  kept 
himself  well  posted  upon  matters  of  general  interest. 
•He  is  a  fine  scholar,  both  in  English  and  German. 
In  conversation  he  is  interesting,  and  the  story  of  his 
travels  over  a  large  portion  of  the  Great  West  forms 
a  narration  well  worth  the  listener's  time  and  at- 
tention. 

Of  German  birth  and  parentage,  our  subject  first 
opened  his  eyes  in  the  Province  of  Wittenberg, 
July  17,  1833.  His  parents,  Leonard  and  Mary  N. 
(Munch)  Grund,  were  natives  of  the  same,  where 
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tlie  father  onriicd  on  fniniing.  and  wns  necidciitallj' 
killed  by  the  fall  of  a  tree  in  1842.  at  the  age  of 
forty -two  years.  The  mother  also  spent  her  entire 
life  upon  her  native  soil,  and  died  in  1856,  when 
fifty-eight  years  old.  Their  family  included  two 
children  only,  of  whom  Frederick,  our  subject,  was 
the  younger.  His  sister,  Mary  Magd.nlene,  is  now 
in  Nebraska.  Mr.  Grund,  in  common  with  the 
majority  of  the  children  of  Germany,  was  placed 
in  school  at  an  early  age,  and  pursued  his  studies 
quite  steadily  for  a  period  of  eight  years,  until  he 
was  fourteen.  He  was  a  little  lad  of  nine  years  at 
the  time  of  his  father's  death,  and  continued  with 
his  widowed  mother  until  a  youth  of  twenty.  The 
mother  then  rented  their  little  homestead,  and 
Frederick  started  out  for  himself,  determined  to 
make  his  way  to  the  New  World.  Embarking  at 
Havre,  France,  on  a  sailing-vessel  bound  for  Amer- 
ica, Oct.  14,  1854,  he  landed  in  New  York  City, 
November  20,  and  proceeded  to  the  town  of 
Marietta,  Susquehanna  Co.,  Pa.,  where  for  a  brief 
time  he  employed  himself  at  whatever  he  could 
find  to  do. 

From  Marietta  3-oung  Grund  went  to  Harris- 
burg,  where  he  was  employed  in  farming  and  dair}'- 
ing  at  §4  per  month.  His  first  employer  took 
advantage  of  his  inexperience,  and  sought  to  make 
the  most  of  it,  but  the  young  man  soon  found  out 
his  game,  and  left  him  for  a  more  humane  task- 
master, who  paid  him  $10.  He  was  soon  afterward 
taken  down  with  chills  and  fever,  which  greatly 
crippled  him  financially,  and  was  the  cause  of  much 
discouragement,  but  he  finally  rallied  both  in  mind 
and  body,  and  worked  two  years  longer  in  the  Key- 
stone State,  and  until  a  recurrence  of  his  old  trou- 
bles led  him  to  seek  a  change  of  climate,  when  he 
migrated  to  Chicago,  HI. 

lu  the  Garden  City  Mr.  Grund  was  employed  iu 
a  meat  market,  and  continued  there  until  the  spring 
of  1858.  He  then  started  for  the  Territory  of 
Nebraska.  He  traveled  by  rail  first  to  St.  Louis, 
Mo.,  thence  up  the  Missouri  River  to  Leavenworth, 
Kan.,  arriving  there  at  the  time  of  the  border  war 
when  men  were  shot  down  in  the  streets  in  cold, 
blood.  Six  weeks  at  that  point  sufficed,  and  Mr. 
Grund  proceeded  on  his  way  to  his  final  destination, 
taking  up  his  abode  finally  in  Nebraska  City,  which 
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then  bore  little  resemblance  to  its  present  condition. 
There  he  became  the  employe  of  Messrs.  Russell, 
Major  <fe  Waddell,  who  had  a  Government  contract 
for  the  hauling  of  provisions  to  Salt  Lake  City. 
Teams  were  fitted  out,  and  wagons  loaded  with 
barley,  oats,  corn,  sugar,  b.'icon,  salt,  etc.,  and  our 
hero  in  charge  of  one  of  them  set  out  with  a  num- 
ber of  others  for  the  place  mentioned.  The  train 
consisted  of  thirty  wagons,  each  w.agon  drawn  by 
twelve  oxen — Texas  steers.  Upon  arriving  at  Ft. 
Bridger,  in  Wyoming,  they  were  obliged  to  stop 
on  account  of  the  snow,  and  Mr.  Grund  returned 
to  Nebr.aska  City,  arriving  there  Jan.  5.  1859.  He 
now  engaged  in  a  brewery,  where  he  remained  for 
four  years  ff)llowing,  and  iu  the  meantime,  with 
genuine  German  thrift  and  prudence,  saved  a  snug 
little  sum  of  money,  whicli  he  invested  in  land  in 
Adams  Township,  this  count}',  in  the  year  1802. 

The  above  year,  also,  Mr.  Grund  took  unto 
himself  a  wife  and  helpmate,  Miss  Emily  A.  Golden, 
to  whom  he  was  married  in  Nebraska  City,  Marcli 
3,  18G2.  Mrs.  Grund  was  born  in  Crawford  County. 
Pa.,  Dec.  12,  1842,  and  remained  there  with  her 
parents  until  a  maiden  of  seventeen  years,  when  she 
came  to  Nebraska  City  with  them.  Soon  after  their 
marriage  our  subject  and  his  wife  settled  upon  their 
land,  but  a  short  time  later  abandoned  it  for  the 
time  on  account  of  Indian  troubles,  and  returned 
with  their  cattle  to  Nebraska  City.  Mr.  (Jruiid, 
however,  was  soon  enabled  to  possess  his  property 
again,  and  had  the  satisfaction  of  participating  in 
the  first  Fourth  of  July  cclel)iali<>u  in  the  Nemaha 
Valley. 

The  Indian  troubles  finally  terminating,  the  par- 
ents of  Mrs.  Grund  came  to  this  section,  where 
tbej'  continued  until  18G3.  Our  subject,  however, 
again  returned  to  Nebraska  City,  where  he  engage<l 
in  farming,  and  remained  until  the  year  1869, 
then  homeste.aded  his  present  farm  of  160  acres, 
and  here  has  since  remained.  He  hiis  made  some 
fine  improvements,  putting  upgood  buildings,  plant- 
ing orchard  and  shade  trees,  and  otherwise  adding 
to  the  value  and  beauty  of  his  property.  He  has 
seventy-five  fine  apple  trees  in  good  bearing  condi- 
tion and  a  quarter  of  an  acre  in  blackberries,  be- 
sides other  fruit  for  the   enjoyment  of  the  famil}'. 

Mr.  and   Mrs.   Grund   are   the  parents  of  eight 
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children — Catherine  R.,  now  deceased ;  Tillie,  Ben- 
jamin, Anna  M.,  Minnie  M.,  Hiram  L.,  Luella  J. 
and  Bessie.  The  elilest  daughter,  Tillie,  is  the  wife 
of  Frank  Lj'ons,  and  resides  in  Adams;  they  have 
two  children — Charles  H.  and  P^lsie.  Anna  M.  is 
the  wife  of  William  Biackhart,  and  a  resident  of 
Adams.  The  other  children  are  at  home  with  their 
parents.  Mr.  Grand  cast  his  first  Presidential  vote 
for  Grant,  and  is  a  stanch  supporter  of  Republican 
principles.  He  has  been  in  all  respects  a  worthy 
representative  of  one  of  the  best  nationalities  on  the 
face  of  the  globe,  from  whence  sprung  a  Martin 
Luther  and  numbers  of  other  illustrious  men  whose 
names  have  been  jianded  down  to  the  posterity  of 
both  continents,  as  the  names  of  those  whose  careers 
have  been  worthy'  of  imitation. 


JOHN  G.  PAUL.  In  Sicily  Township  there 
are  few  farms  presenting  a  more  perfect 
picture  of  successful,  thrifty  agricultural 
prosperity  and  beauty  than  does  the  prop- 
erty of  our  subject,  which  issituated  on  section  16, 
and  includes  about  160  acres,  all  of  which  are  highl}^ 
cultivated.  Our  subject  was  born  in  Janesville, 
Ohio,  July  11,  1842.  His  educational  advantages 
were  very  meager.  He  has,  however,  recognizing 
this  fact,  given  careful  attention  to  reading,  in  order 
to  improvement  upon  that  deficiency. 

When  our  subject  was  still  an  infant,  his  mother 
removed  to  Illinois,  and  located  in  Rock  Island 
County.  His  father,  John  G.  Paul,  died  in  Ohio 
six  months  after  he  was  born.  Tiie  mother  of  our 
subject  was  Margareta  (Churchill)  Paul.  By  her 
first  marriage  she  had  two  sons — Adam  and  our 
subject.  Her  second  marriage  occurred  Oct.  8, 
1844,  when  she  was  united  with  Adam  Vogel,  in 
Rock  Island  County,  111.  Of  this  marriage  there  were 
three  sons,  who  were  named  respectively :  John, 
James  and  Jacob,  all  of  whom  are  still  residents  of 
Illinois. 

Our  subject  was  reared  and  married  in  Rock 
Island  County  as  above;  his  wife  was  Miss  Julia 
Walter,  whom  he  led  to  the  altar  on  the  30  th  of 
March,  1869,  and  who  has  been  a  faithful  and  true 
helpmate  through   all  the  succeeding  years.     The 


happiness  of  their  wedded  life  owes  much  of  its 
brightness  to  the  presence  of  the  little  ones  who 
have  been  born  to  them,  of  whom  there  are  six: 
John  A.,  born  May  2,  1870;  Anna,  Sept.  28,  1872; 
Charles,  Oct.  20,  1874;  Joseph,  Feb.  2,  1879;  Mary 
A.,  Oct.  16,  1881  ;  and  Rosa,  Dec.  11,  1884.  Mrs. 
Paul  was  born  in  Germany,  on  the  25th  of  October, 
1848,  and  is  the  daughter  of  Francis  and  Cesillia 
(Bookmiller)  Walter.  Her  father  is  successfully 
engaged  in  farming. 

Besides  his  home  farm,  our  subject  has  quite  ex- 
tensive property  elsewhere,  including  320  acres 
upon  section  13  of  Elm  Township,  on  which  he 
has  120  aci-es  well  cultivated,  also  160  acres  on 
section  1,  in  .Sicily  Township,  and  seventy -five 
acres  on  section  18  of  Blue  Spring  Township. 
Upon  the  property  on  section  1  there  is  an  excel- 
lent house,  stable,  granary  and  other  buildings. 
Upon  the  home  farm  our  subject  has  erected  with 
his  own  hands  all  the  necessary  farm  buildings, 
also  a  well-arranged  ice  house,  work-shop,  corn- 
crib,  extensive  stabling,  and  an  exceptionally  fine 
barn,  but,  as  is  simply  to  be  expected,  has  devoted 
far  more  time  and  care  to  his  dwelling.  These  are 
all  well  planned,  well  built,  and  nicely  painted  and 
decorated,  although  the  latter  would  apply  more 
especially  to  the  house.  When  it  is  considered 
that  these  various  works  are  the  result  of  his  own 
labor,  it  is  an  achievement  of  which  manly  pride  is 
justifiable.  In  addition  to  the  above,  the  whole 
farm,  with  the  exception  of  a  small  iwrtion  of 
board  fence  around  the  yard,  is  all  separated  into 
the  various  divisions  required  by  a  well-kept  wire 
fence,  and  the  whole  property  is  in  a  most  excellent 
state  of  repair  and  finish. 

Our  subject  has  realized  in  the  presence  and 
faithful  hel|)  of  his  life  companion  that  this  di- 
vinely instituted  relation  is  the  best  condition  of 
life.  The  property  that  he  has  been  enabled  to  ac- 
cumulate would  possibly  never  have  been  but  for 
this.  Without  exaggeration  it  were  safe  to  say 
that  by  continued  diligence,  industry  and  labor  our 
subject  has  acquired  property  to  the  value  of 
about  $22,000,  and  of  this  property  there  was  no 
promise  at  the  death  of  his  father,  or  the  subsequent 
years  of  his  mother's  widowhood.  He  had  already 
begun  tlie  struggle  when  he  received   $2,000    from 
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liis  mother's  estate,  which  was  afterward  supple- 
menterl  by  an  additional  ^1,000  upon  his  marriage. 
This  is  all  the  help  he  received;  the  remainder  is 
the  result  of  his  own  exertions,  and  the  inspiiing 
influence  of  his  wife. 

Our  subject  and  his  wife  and  family  are  mem- 
bers in  good  standing  of  the  Catholic  Church  of 
this  place,  and  among  its  most  devout  members. 
Mr.  Paul,  although  mcetirg  cheerfully  all  his  obli- 
gations as  a  citizen,  is  not  prominent  in  civic  and 
political  matters.  He  gives  his  suffrage  consistently 
to  the  Democratic  party,  and  has  for  many  3'ears 
been  counted  as  a  stanch  member  of  the  party. 


PRANCIS  M.  RICHARDS,  the  well-to-do  far- 
mer and  stock-raiser  whose  property  is  on 
section  10  of  Riverside  Township,  was  born 
in  Adams  County,  Ohio,  on  the  24th  of  October, 
1831.  He  was  reared  in  his  native  county,  and  in 
its  common  schools  received  his  education.  In  1857 
he  made  his  wa}'  to  Peru,  Neb.,  and  remained  for 
two  years.  The  State  at  that  time  was  very  little 
known,  and  this  city  was  unknown,  and  upon  its 
site  stood  a  solitary  house. 

At  the  close  of  his  second  year  in  this  State  our 
subject  started  to  return  to  Ohio,  but  stopped  in 
Lewis  County,  Mo.,  and  was  there  married,  on  the 
26th  of  November,  1858.  to  Miss  Maliala  S.  Pollard. 
After  his  marriage,  accompanied  by  his  wife,  he 
continued  his  journey  to  his  home.  The  young 
couple  continued  to  live  in  Ohio  until  October  of 
1861,  our  subject  engaging  in  farming,  and  was  re- 
warded by  a  good  measure  of  success.  In  the  above 
month  he  enlisted  in  Compan}-  F.  70th  Ohio  In- 
fantry, and  served  until  the  14th  of  August,  18Gr>. 
He  enlisted  as  a  private,  hut  in  September,  1 8G4,  was 
promoted  to  the  rank  of  Sergeant.  His  regiment 
was  attached  to  the  loth  Army  Corps,  and  served 
under  the  command  of  McPhcrson  and  Logan.  Be- 
sides a  large  number  of  engagements  of  lesser  im- 
portance, our  subject  took  part  in  the  battles  of 
Shiloh,  Corinth,  Vicksburg,  Jackson,  Miss,  and  Mis- 
sionary Ridge.  He  received  an  honorable  discharge 
and  returned  home  without  a  wound,  but  with  his 
health  impaired  l>y  exposure.  In  his  home  is  found 


a  highly-prized  relic  or  memento  of  those  stirring 
times;  it  is  a  camp  chair,  jjresented  to  him  by  Lieut. 
Ileaton,  of  A.  R.  Q.  M.,of  the  70th  Ohio  Regiment. 

Returning  to  Ohio  in  the  fall  of  18G5,  our  sub- 
ject remained  recuperating  until  the  spring  of  1 866  ; 
then  he  removed  to  Illinois,  in  which  State  he  con- 
tinued to  live  for  some  sixteen  years.  His  home 
was  in  LaSalle  County,  near  Seneca,  and  through- 
out this  lengthy  residence  he  wjis  engaged  in  farm- 
ing, and  every  year  witnessed  an  increase  of  pros- 
perity and  success.  At  the  end  of  that  pericid  he 
removed  to  this  county,  locating  in  1882  u|)on  the 
farm  on  section  10.  which  is  IGO  acres  in  extent. 
From  the  time  of  his  settlement  he  has  been  con- 
tinually and  industriously  employed  in  its  improve- 
ment. He  has  moved  both  house  and  barn  to  their 
present  position,  has  planted  a  row  of  trees  along 
the  south  and  cast  sides  of  his  farm,  has  set  out  an 
orchard  of  nearly  200  apple  and  other  fruit  trees, 
besides  planting  a  large  number  of  grape  vines,  etc. 
His  house  is  most  admirably  situated  amid  pleasant 
surroundings,  while  its  interior  is  no  less  happily 
inviting.  Quite  a  large  section  of  the  farm  is  util- 
ized for  agricultural  purposes,  chiefly  the  raising 
of  grain  and  for  stock  purposes. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Rickards  are  members  of  the  Meth- 
oilist  Episcopal  Church,  of  Beatrice,  in  which  faith 
they  are  educating  their  five  children.  Socially, 
our  subject  is  connected  with  the  G.  A.  R.  and  the 
A.  F.  <fe  A.  M.,  at  Beatrice.  In  political  matters 
he  is  a  stalwart  Republican,  voting  for  and  with 
the  party  whose  cause  he  sustaiued  at  the  front 
during  186I-G5. 
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*jp=?)NOS  RISHEL.  Asa  whole  Nebraska  repre- 
sents one  of  the  most  jierfect  climates  of  any 
State  in  the  Union,  aiid  from  its  general 
topographical  features  affords  the  most  pleasing 
variety  of  scenery;  it  is  not  like  the  proverbial 
search  for  a  needle  in  a  bale  of  hay  to  find  a  good 
location  fora  home  spot  and  rooftree.  But  among 
the  most  pleasant  for  situation,  beautiful  in  genernl 
outline,  fertile  and  productive,  is  that  part  of  which 
is  included  in  the  i)ro|x;rty  of  our  subject  u|K)n  sec- 
tion 1 7  of  Sherman  Township,  which  is  a  farm  cul- 
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tivated  in  the  interest  of  general  grain  farming, 
althoiigli  some  attention  is  given  to  stock-raising. 

In  Schuylkill  County,  Pa.,  was  born  William 
Rishel,  the  father  of  our  subject.  There  he  was 
brought  up  and  began  to  labor,  continuing  therein 
until  he  was  twenty -six  years  of  age.  At  that  time 
he  went  to  Clinton  Count3',  Ind.,  where  he  still 
resides.  His  ciiosen  occupation  through  life  has 
been  that  of  a  blacksmith,  which  business  he  has 
followed  with  much  ability  and  considerable  finan- 
cial success.  The  maiden  name  of  his  wife  was 
Lydia  Snyder.  Their  marriage  was  celebrated  in 
Pennsj'lvania,  and  immediately  afterward  they  re- 
moved to  Clinton  Count}',  Ind.  During  her  life  she 
enjoyed,  with  her  husband  and  family,  the  religious 
help  and  consolation  offered  in  the  Lutheran 
Ciiurch.  Her  death  occurred  about  the  year  1848. 
Our  subject  was  the  second  of  four  children  born 
to  his  parents,  of  whom  only  he  and  his  brother 
John  are  living.  His  brother  is  a  resident  of  How- 
ard County,  Ind.,  where  he  follows  the  business  of 
a  painter. 

Enos  Eishel,  the  subject  of  this  writing,  entered 
upon  the  stage  of  things  mundane  in  September  of 
1844,  and  made  his  home  with  his  parents  until  the 
year  1867.  His  youth  was  occupied  in  laying  a 
broad,  solid  foundation  for  his  after  experience,  in 
the  shape  of  a  good,  i^ractical  education,  and  from 
the  time  of  leaving  the  institution  of  learning  until 
the  above  date  he  was  occupied  in  various  occupa- 
tions. The  years  from  1869  to  1876  were  spent  in 
traveling  through  the  States  of  Illinois,  Missouri, 
Nebraska,  Iowa  and  back  home;  away  again 
through  Indiana,  Ohio,  Pennsylvania,  New  York, 
back  through  Ohio  to  Indiana,  down  to  Missouri 
and  back  to  Illinois  and  on  to  Nebraska.  He  pur- 
chased a  quarter  of  section  17,  at  $1.50  an  acre,  in 
May,  1868,  before  he  started  on  his  journey  through 
the  East.  His  father  also  purchased  the  adjoining 
qu.arter-section  not  long  after,  for  which  he  paid 
16.25  per  acre,  the  entire  half-section  now  being 
operated  by  our  subject.  He  first  broke  the  prai- 
rie on  his  farm  in  1876,  finished  forty  acres,  and 
then  rented  it  for  $1  per  acre.  In  1879  he  built  a 
house,  commodious,  convenient,  and  not  entirely 
lacking  in  points  of  embellishment.  In  the  mean- 
time he  had  been  occupied  with  improving  liialaiid; 


in  the  year  after  his  entry  he  broke  an  additional 
forty  acres,  and  rented  the  same  for  one-third  grain 
rent,  which  amounted  to  $85.  The  3'ear  following 
(1^78)  he  broke  an  additional  sevent3^-five  acres, 
.and  rented  them  upon  the  same  agreement,  realiz- 
ing $90.  He  now  superintends  the  work  of  the 
entire  farm  and  takes  great  pleasure  therein.  His 
specialt^r  in  stock-raising  is  large  cattle,  and  in  this 
he  has  had  much  success,  having  made  a  careful 
study  of  the  subject  and  become  perfectly  familiar 
with  it  in  its  many  important  practical  and  neces- 
sary details. 

Not  until  Julj',  1883.  did  our  subject  forsake  tlie 
lonel}'  pleasures  of  bachelordom  and  seek  out  a 
companion  and  helpmate.  Lord  Beaconsfield,  bet- 
ter known  to  the  world  at  large  as  Benjamin  Dis- 
raeli, upon  being  twitted  in  the  English  Parliament 
by  the  opposition,  quietly  remarked.  "All  things 
come  to  the  man  who  waits.  I  can  wait."  This  has 
been  the  experience  of  Mr  Rishel,  and  his  waiting 
has  proved  of  more  value  to  him  than  the  haste 
of  some  who  figure  conspicuousljs  if  not  pleasantly, 
though  certainly  more  publicly.  On  the  10th  of 
the  above  month  he  was  united  in  marriage  with 
Sarah  Mangus,  daughter  of  William  and  Catherine 
(Gerst)  Mangus,  natives  of  Virginia.  The  wife  of 
our  subject  was  born  on  the  28th  of  December, 
1862.  in  Roanoke  County  of  that  State,  and  came 
to  Illinois  with  her  parents  when  five  years  of  iige. 
In  1881  her  parents  removing  to  this  State,  she  ac- 
companied them  and  here  met  her  husband.  Their 
household  is  completed  by  two  bright,  happy  chil- 
dren, who  are  increasingly  necess.ary  to  that  home. 
They  have  received  the  names  respectively  of  Mar- 
tin Luther  and  Catherine. 

Mr.  Rishel  is  not  a  politician,  although  he  has  his 
opinion  eoncwning  the  leading  questions  of  the 
political  economy  of  America,  and  usually  votes 
with  the  Republican  party.  He  endeavors  faith- 
fully to  perform  every  duty  and  bear  every  respon- 
sibility of  a  true  and  loyal  citizen,  but  is  naturally 
so  constituted  as  to  be  numbered  among  that  class 
of  men  who  believe  they  can  serve  the  State  as  well 
and  faithfully  in  a  faithful  attendance  upon  those 
matters  that  come  to  them  in  the  course  of  business 
or  profession,  and  by  a  faithful  attendance  to  the 
same,  and  also  the  faithful  discharge  of  the  obliga- 
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tions  arising  from  tiie  family  relation,  that  in  the 
proper  training  of  their  children,  in  the  atmospiicre 
of  home,  pure,  bracing  and  healthful,  this  may  be 
best  accomplished.  Consequently  our  subject  is 
better  satisfied  to  make  his  home  what  his  ideal 
te.aches  him  it  should  be,  and  upon  his  farm  so  la- 
boring as  to  supply  what  may  be  needed  to  that 
end,  than  b3^  a  larger  devotion  to  extraneous  mat- 
ters. He  is  none  the  less  respected,  admired  or 
esteemed  because  of  this  course  of  conduct. 


zp^EORGE  W.  NEWCOM,  the  Postra.aster  at 
ill  ,_,  Pickrell,  and  whose  portrait  is  given  on  the 
^^j)  opposite  page,  is  numbered  among  the 
younger  and  more  enterprising  men  of  Holt  Town- 
ship, and  is  a  universal  favorite  both  in  social  and 
business  circles.  Bright,  well  educated  and  ener- 
getic, he  has  the  prospect  before  him  of  a  useful 
and  honored  career,  and  possesses  the  elements  es- 
sential to  the  development  of  a  useful  citizen.  A 
native  of  Scotland  County,  Mo.,  he  was  born  Aug. 
1,  1852,  and  when  a  lad  twelve  years  of  age  re- 
moved with  his  parents  to  Crawford  County,  Iowa, 
where  he  attended  the  common  school,  and  con- 
tinued a  member  of  the  parental  household  until 
his  marriage. 

The  parents  of  our  subject  were  Willman  T.  and 
Margaretta  (Dale)  Newcom,  natives  of  Kentucky. 
Willman  Newcom  left  the  Blue  Grass  region  early 
in  life,  and  going  to  Missouri  finally  engaged  in 
farming  until  his  removal  to  Iowa.  He  is  still  liv- 
ing, and  a  resident  of  Crawford  County,  that  State. 
The  mother  is  living  with  her  husband.  Their  fam- 
ily consisted  of  ten  children,  namely:  Mary  E., 
James  T.,  John  D.,  Samuel,  Clara  E..  Richard  W., 
George  W.  (oursubject),  Cash  W.,  Louis  and  Joshua 
D.  All  are  living,  having  their  homes  mostly  in 
Iowa. 

Our  subject,  when  twenty-one  years  of  age,  led 
to  the  altar  Miss  Sarah  M.,  daughter  of  Ethan  A. 
and  Elizabeth  Mclvim,  the  wedding  taking  place  at 
the  home  of  the  bride  in  Denison,  Iowa.  April  7, 
1874.  After  their  marriage  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Newcom 
settled  on  a  farm  in  Crawford  County,  Iowa,  where 
they  lived   until  changing  their  residence  to  Pick- 


rell, this  county,  where  Mr.  N.  first  engaged  in  the 
lumber  and  hardware  trade.  His  farm  in  Iowa, 
which  he  still  retains,  comprises  211  acres  of  good 
land,  and  is  quite  valuable.  On  the  IGth  of  De- 
cember, 188G.  Mr.  Newcom  disposed  of  his  lumber 
interests,  and  now  confines  himself  to  his  hardware 
trade,  in  connection  with  the  duties  of  the  po,«it- 
offlce.  He  was  the  first  incumbent  of  this  offlce, 
being  appointed  by  President  Cleveland  in  the 
spring  of  1887.  He  is  a  lively  Democrat,  politi- 
cally, and,  with  his  estimable  wife,  a  member  in 
good  standing  of  the  United  Brethren  Church.  Mrs. 
Newcom  is  a  lady  warmly  interested  in  benevolent 
work,  and  is  Treasurer  of  the  Ladies'  Aid  Society, 
of  Pickrell,  which  was  organized  in  1 887. 

To  the  parents  of  Mrs.  Newcom  there  were  born 
the  following  children:  Mary  E.,  James,  Sarah  M., 
John  R.  and  Eugene.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Newcom  have 
two  interesting  children:  Clifton  T.,born  June  19, 
1880,  and  Marga,  Jan.  9,  1887.  They  occupy  a 
snug  home  in  the  southwestern  part  of  the  village, 
and  have  many  friends. 
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OSWIN  W.  HUTCHINSON.  In  giving  to  the 
world  the  steam  engine,  George  Stephenson 
gave  it  that  which  h.os  revolutionized  civili- 
zation, and  affected  the  whole  world.  It  is  at  once 
a  most  helpful  mechanism,  a  powerful  agent,  a 
mighty  factor  for  good,  and  a  terribly  dangerous 
force  for  destruction  and  death.  Generally  speak- 
ing, the  safety  line,  the  frontier  of  the  weal  and 
woe,  the  helpful  and  the  harmful,  is  passed  when 
this  glorious  invention  escapes  from  the  controlling 
mind,  the  guiding  hand  of  the  engineer,  who  for 
this  reason  ha"  come  to  occupy  one  of  the  most  im- 
portant trusts  of  life  and  treasure  the  world  has  ever 
known.  In  the  present  sketch  is  presented  an  out- 
line of  the  life  of  one  of  Nebraska's  substantial 
farmers,  whose  property  is  situated  on  section  7  of 
Sherman  Township,  and  who  previously  occupied 
the  above  position  on  the  Milwaukee  &  St.  Paul 
Railroad. 

The  father  of  our  subject,  James  O.  Hutchinson, 
was  ushered  into  life  in  Genesee  County,  N.  Y..  in 
1810,  and  is  still  living.      By  trade    he  is  a  saddle 
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and  harness  maker,  and  enjoyed  the  reputation  of 
being  a  most  able  and  honest  workman.  In  the 
year  1852  he  removed  from  Genesee  County  to 
Wisconsin,  and  settled  in  Janesville.  Eight  years 
later  he  made  his  home  in  Ev.insville  of  the  same 
State,  and  in  1881  he  came  to  Beatrice  in  this 
county,  where  he  still  resides.  Tiie  maiden  name 
of  his  wife,  the  mother  of  our  subject,  was  Julia  A. 
AVeed,  a  cousin  of  Thurlow  Weed,  of  national  jour- 
.nalistic  reputation.  This  lady  was  born  in  1820. 
She  married  her  husband  in  Oneida  County,  N.  T., 
when  she  was  twenty  years  of  age.  Her  husband 
was  one  of  the  old  tetotalers,  also  prominent  in  the 
order  of  the  Sons  of  Temperance,  and  for  many 
years  before  the  war  a  firm  and  thorough  Abo- 
litionist. They  are  the  parents  of  three  children: 
Our  subject;  Eosalia,  the  widow  of  Martimore 
Faust,  residing  in  Chicago;  and  Ada,  the  wife  of  C. 
V.  Chase,  of  Milwaukee,  Wis.,  who  occupies  the  re- 
sponsible position  of  business  manager  for  the 
Benton,  Waldo  &  Co.  Type  Foundr3^ 

The  natal  day  of  our  subject  was  Sept.  19,  1840, 
and  the  place  of  his  birth  Verona,  Oneida  Co.,  N. 
y.  The  first  thirteen  years  of  his  life  were  spent  at 
home,  and  occupied  from  the  time  he  arrived  at  a 
proper  age  in  the  tasks  and  duties  of  school  life,  but 
having  attained  to  that  age  he  commenced  to  work 
for  Mr.  C.  B.  Kellogg,  of  Janesville,  and  for  two 
years  was  engaged  in  selling  fruit.  At  the  end  of 
that  period  he  began  to  work  for  the  Milwaukee  & 
Prairie  du  Chien  Railroad  Company,  in  the  capacity 
of  engine  cleaner.  In  this  he  continued  for  two 
years,  when  he  was  promoted  to  the  position  of  fire- 
man on  the  same  road,  and  followed  the  same  for 
three  years,  when  he  left  that  company  and  engaged 
with  the  Milwaukee  &  St.  Paul  Railroad  as  fireman. 
After  a  service  of  one  year  in  this  position  he  was 
promoted  to  be  locomotive  engineer,  remaining  in 
that  position  in  the  service  of  five  different  com- 
panies until  the  year  1886,  when  he  left  the  service, 
and  went  out  to  Wyoming  to  engage  in  the  prod- 
uce and  commission  business  at  Douglas,  remain- 
ing there  for  fourteen  months,  and  then  returned 
eastward,  and  settled  in  Sherman  Township,  Gage 
County. 

In  1876  Mr.  Hutchinson  had  been  through  the 
country,   and    had     purchaseil    the    quarter-section 


which  is  now  his  home.  At  that  time  he  built  a 
house,  made  some  improvements,  and  broke  a  por- 
tion of  the  land.  He  then  left  his  family  upon  the 
place,  after  having  made  every  provision  for  their 
comfort,  while  he  returned  to  his  duty  upon  his  en- 
gine. For  about  eight  years  his  salary  averaged 
about  $1,100  per  annum,  and  about  73  per 
cent  has  been  used  upon  his  farm  for  its  im- 
provement, cultivation,  and  the  thousand  and  one 
things  daily  called  for  under  such  circumstances. 

Our  subject  was  united  in  marriage  with  Frances 
Maynard,  in  the  year  1859.  This  lady  was  a  direct 
descendant  of  the  family  of  that  name  who  in  other 
days  played  no  unimportant  part  in  the  histor}' of 
Virginia.  She  was  born  in  Virginia  in  1843,  and 
after  a  wedded  life  that  was  practically  without  a 
domestic  cloud  throughout  its  entire  course  of  eight 
years,  died,  at  Logansport,  Ind.,  in  1868.  She 
presented  her  husband  with  three  children,  who 
are  still  living.  They  received  the  following  names: 
Eva  May,  Dora  L.  and  Oswin  S.  A  second  alli- 
ance was  entered  into  in  1869,  by  which  he  became 
the  husband  of  Marietta  Ginger,  daughter  of  James 
and  Emeline  (Randall)  Ginger,  who  are  descended 
from  a  long  line  of  ancestry  of  Southern  families. 
This  most  estimable  lady  was  born  on  the  19th  of 
June,  1850,  at  Pennville,  Jay  Co.,  Ind.  Here  both 
her  father  and  mother  died,  about  the  years  1861 
and  1886.  They  were  the  parents  of  five  children, 
all  of  whom  are  living,  and  whose  names  are  re- 
corded as  follows:  Alberta,  of  New  Cumberland, 
Ind.;  Frank  M.,  who  is  by  occupation  a  printer; 
Esther  R.,  the  wife  of  David  Walters,  of  Dunkirk, 
Ind. ;  Amanda,  now  Mrs.  Charles  Ward,  also  of 
Dunkirk;  and  Marietta,  the  wife  of  our  subject, 
who  has  become  the  mother  of  two  children — James 
O.  and  Mortimer  C.  Eva  May  Hutchinson  is  now 
the  wife  of  Frank  Allison,  of  Colby,  Kan. ;  Oswin 
S.  is  still  at  home ;  and  Dora  L.,  in  St.  Joseph,  Mo. 

Our  subject  has  been  for  many  years  a  member 
of  the  Democratic  party,  but  has  become  one  of  the 
Union  Labor  party,  and  stands  readj-  to  help  his 
colleagues  in  every  w.ay  in  his  power.  Socially,  be 
is  connected  with  the  Masonic  fraternitj',  and  is  a 
member  of  both  the  Blue  Lodge  and  Chapter.  He 
is  also  one  of  the  Brotherhood  of  Locomotive  Engi- 
neers, and  in  each  instance  enjoys  the  entire  eonfi- 
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denee  anil  respect  of  his  hretlircn.  The  path  of  life 
has  been  to  him  as  checkered  as  the  temple  floor;  it 
has  been  marked  by  its  ups  and  downs,  its  i)ros- 
perity  and  adversity,  but  of  late  years  has  been 
more  even  in  its  tenor,  and  remunerative  in  its  re- 
turns. 

The  house  Mr.  Hutchinson  moved  into  on  quit- 
ting the  dug-out  is  a  good,  commodious  residence. 
In  connection  therewith,  and  powerful  enough  to 
supply  his  farm  buildings,  is  a  magnificent  wind-mill 
pump,  by  which  quite  a  system  of  water  works  is 
maintained.  He  has  an  excellent  orchard,  con- 
sisting of  no  less  than  GOO  trees  of  excellent  grade, 
and  dififerent  varieties,  also  a  grove  of  not  less 
than  2,000  forest  and  shade  trees.  His  specialty 
would  seem  to  be  to  incline  to  stock-raising,  of 
which  he  has  quite  a  large  number  of  all  kinds, 
more  espcciallj\  however,  cattle  and  hogs.  At  the 
present  time  his  success  in  life  permits  him  to 
enjoy  in  the  esteem  and  confidence  of  his  friends 
and  the  happy  results  of  his  labors,  perhaps  the 
most  bright,  peaceful  and  prosperous  time  of  his 
whole  life. 


J"^OHN  G.  BURGER,  late  a  highly  respected 
resident  and  one  of  the  most  thrifty  and 
successful  farmers  of  Grant  Township,  de- 
parted this  life  at  his  home  on  .section  G, 
June  3,  1884.  He  was  born  in  one  of  the  Rhine 
Provinces  of  Germany,  June  24,  1838,  being  the 
offspring  of  one  of  the  most  excellent  families  of 
that  region.  His  father  died  there  in  middle  life, 
and  the  mother  subsequently,  in  1 8G.5,  came  to 
America  with  her  little  family,  locating  in  Grundy 
Count}',  111.  One  of  the  elder  sons  had  preceded 
the  family  to  that  section  two  years  before.  They 
settled  upon  a  tract  of  land,  and  there  the  mother 
spent  the  remainder  of  her  life,  her  death  taking 
place  in  1882  at  the  advanced  age  of  eighty-three 
years.  She  became  the  wife  of  Michael  Burger  in 
tlieir  native  Province. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  the  fourth  son  of 
his  parents,  and  accompanied  his  mother  to  the 
United  States,  settling  with  her  in  Grundy  County, 
111.  There  also  he  was  first  married  to  INIiss  Marga- 
retta  Rainensader,  wiio  died  six  years  later,  leaving 
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two  children,  who  soon  followed  the  mother  to  the 
silent  land.  In  1872  Mr.  Burger  was  again  mar- 
ried in  Grundy  County,  111.,  to  Miss  Minnie  Huett- 
ner,  a  native  of  his  own  Province  in  Germany,  and 
born  Sept.  5,  1850.  This  lady  came  to  the  United 
States  alone  when  a  young  woman,  having  been 
orphaned  by  the  death  of  both  her  parents.  She 
possessed  great  resolution  and  industry,  and  main- 
tained herself  until  her  marriage.  She  proved  in 
all  respects  the  efficient  helpmate  of  her  husband, 
and  since  his  death  has  carried  on  the  operations  of 
the  farm  with  extraordinarily  good  judgment  and 
discretion. 

To  John  G.  and  Minnie  Burger  there  were  born 
four  children — Barbara  M.,  Mar}'  M.,  John  G.,  Jr., 
and  George  F.  The  eldest  is  fifteen  years  of  age, 
and  the  youngest  five.  They  are  well  developed  in 
body  and  mind,  hearty,  healthy  and  intelligent,  and 
there  is  every  reason  to  believe  will  grow  nj)  an 
honor  to  their  parental  training. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Burger  left  Illinois  in  1877,  tuknig 
up  their  abode  upon  160  acres  of  land  in  Grant 
Township,  this  county,  which  still  remains  the  home 
of  Mrs.  B.  To  the  improvement  and  upbuilding 
of  this  homestead  they  bent  their  energies,  and  the 
estate  is  now  one  of  the  most  desirable  in  its  local- 
ity. The  death  of  Mr.  Burger  was  the  result  of  a 
cancer  of  the  stomach,  from  which  he  suffered 
greatly  for  man}'  months.  In  his  character  be  com- 
prised all  the  elements  of  a  worthy  and  reliable  citi- 
zen, and  in  politics  w.as  a  sound  Republican.  A 
man  in  whom  the  community  possessed  entire  con- 
fidence, he  has  left  to  his  family  the  heritage  of 
a  good  name,  one  of  which  they  need  never  be 
ashamed.  Mrs.  Burger  .and  her  children  are  mem- 
bers in  good  standing  of  the  Lutheran  C'linrch. 

SAMUEL  .S.  .SANDERS.  There  is  perhaps 
not  within  tlie  bounds  of  Adams  Township 
a  more  popular  citizen  or  one  who  better 
deserves  his  standing  among  the  peojjle  of 
this  section  of  country.  Of  sturdy  New  England 
ancestf}',  he  is  the  son  of  Caleb  Sanders,  a  native 
of  Vermont,  whose  grandfather  carried  a  musket  in 
the    War    of    1.S12.      His  great-grandfather  Wiis  a 
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Scotchman,  and  crossed  tbe  Atlantic  in  time  to 
participate  in  the  struggle  of  the  Americans  for 
freedom,  doing  good  service  under  the  famous 
Gen.  Etlian  Allen,  in  the  Revolutionary  "War.  He 
married,  and  reared  a  fine  family  of  sons  and 
daughters,  and  spent  his  last  years  in  Vermont. 

Caleb  Sanders,  the  father  of  our  subject,  was 
reared  to  manhood  among  the  hills  of  the  Green 
Mountain  State,  and  finally  migrated  to  Indiana, 
where  he  formed  the  acquaintance  of  and  was  mar- 
ried to  a  Miss  Gregory.  He  was  of  a  professional 
turn  of  mind,  and  in  due  time  took  up  the  practice 
of  medicine,  which  he  followed  both  in  Indiana  and 
Illinois,  the  scene  of  his  operations  in  the  latter 
State  being  mostly  in  Hancock  County.  He  became 
well  known  to  the  profession  in  the  two  States,  and 
was  quite  successful  as  a  physician  and  surgeon. 
This  experience  of  his  life  embraced  a  period  of 
fifty  years,  twentj'  of  which  were  spent  in  Hancock 
County,  III.  He,  with  his  estimable  wife,  spent  his 
last  daj's  in  Nebraska. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  the  youngest  of 
nine  children,  six  sons  and  three  daughters,  born  to 
his  parents,  and  first  opened  his  eyes  to  the  light  in 
Shelby  County,  Ind.,  Dec.  26,  1849.  He  was  about 
one  year  old  when  his  parents  took  up  their  resi- 
dence in  Hancock  County,  111.,  and  continued  with 
them  until  a  boy  of  twelve,  and  until  the  year 
.  following  the  outbreak  of  the  late  Civil  War.  In 
February,  18G2,  a  company  of  cavalry  was  organ- 
ized at  Basco,  111.,  and  young  Sanders  enlisted  as  a 
Union  soldier,  becoming  a  member  of  Company  G, 
as  a  regular  cavalryman,  being  large  for  his  age, 
which  was  twelve  years,  one  month  and  fourteen 
days.  He  repaired  with  his  comrades  to  Camp 
Butler,  on  the  outskirts  of  Springfield,  drilled  regu- 
larly with  the  men,  but  was  finally  discharged  on 
account  of  his  youth,  and  sent  home.  Bound  to  be 
a  soldier,  however,  and  determined  to  assist  in  the 
preservation  of  the  Union,  our  hero  the  year  fol- 
lowing again  enlisted,  Feb.  1,  1863,  in  Company 
D,  7th  Iowa  Cavalry,  and,  as  before,  was  the 
youngest  man  in  his  regiment.  A  year,  however, 
had  added  materially  to  his  growth,  aud  little 
objection  was  raised  to  his  position  as  a  soldier. 
This  company  was  drilled  .at  Davenport,  and  after 
a  time  sent  to  Ft.  Kearney,  on  the  frontier,  to  do 


battle  with  the  Indians.  Young  Sanders  partici- 
pated in  several  desperate  fights  with  the  savages, 
the  first  being  at  Mud  Springs,  where  3,000  red- 
skins were  whipped  bj-  a  force  of  ninety  soldiers. 
The  nest  engagement  was  at  Rush  Creek,  where 
the  United  States  troops  left  dead  upon  the  field 
175  savages  and  also  suffered  the  loss  of  a  large 
number  of  their  own  men.  They  now  fell  back  to 
Ft.  Laramie,  where  the  forces  were  recruited,  and 
set  out  again  for  the  further  subjugation  of  the 
savage  foe.  At  Horse  Creek,  in  Wyoming  Terri- 
tory, out  of  thirty-five  men  detailed  from  Company 
D,  only  nine  came  out  unhurt.  This  was  the  last 
engagement  of  the  troops  in  that  region,  although 
they  remained  there  about  a  year  afterward. 

During  his  army  experience  in  the  Far  West 
Mr.  Sanders  made  the  acquaintance  of  the  famous 
scouts,  Bridger  and  Bowman,  and  contracted  with 
the  former  a  warm  friendship.  His  sojourn  in  that 
part  of  the  countrj-  gave  him  a  fine  opportunitj'  of 
visiting  its  most  important  places  of  interest,  and 
proved  a  valuable  experience.  He  traveled  exten- 
sively over  Colorado,  Dakota,  and  the  region  of  tbe 
Black  Hills.  He  received  his  honorable  discharge 
from  the  army  May  17,  1866,  at  Leavenworth, 
Kan.,  at  the  age  of  sixteen  years,  and  returning 
home,  he  applied  himself  to  learning  the  trade  of  a 
carpenter  during  the  summer,  while  he  attended 
school  during  the  winter  season.  This  trade  he 
took  up  readily,  having  much  natural  ability  in  this 
line,  and  became  an  expert  artisan,  taking  much 
pride  in  the  thoroughness  and  correctness  of  his 
work. 

As  a  carpenter  Mr.  Sanders  was  engaged  for 
some  years  in  the  cities  of  Ottumwa,  Agency  and 
P''arragut.  On  the  2d  of  July,  1868,  occurred  one 
of  tbe  most  important  and  interesting  events  of  his 
life,  namel}-,  his  marriage,  the  maiden  of  his  choice 
being  Miss  Marsella,  daughter  of  Samuel  Park,  of 
Ottumwa,  one  of  the  most  prosperous  merchants  of 
that  place.  Mrs.  Sanders  was  born  in  Alexan- 
dria, Licking  Co.,  Ohio,  March  23,  1 849,  and  re- 
moved with  her  parents  to  Iowa  when  a  young 
child  five  or  six  years  of  age.  Her  mother,  Mrs. 
Anna  (Barrack)  Park,  died  in  Ohio  about  1852, 
and  Mr.  Park  was  again  married,  his  wife  only 
living  a  few  years  afterward.  Mr.  Park  was  married 
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twice  thereafter.  Of  his  second  union  there  were 
born  six  cliildren,  namely:  .in  infant  who  died 
unnamed;  Charles  B.,  Leander,  Horatio,  Angelia 
and  Marsella.  Of  the  third  three  children,  and  of 
the  fourth  two.  He  came  with  his  family  to  Davis 
County,  Iowa,  in  the  fall  of  1854,  making  the 
journey  overland  with  a  wagon  and  a  team  of 
hoiscs.  He  was  a  man  of  industry  and  energy, 
and  battled  successfully  with  the  elements  of  a  new 
country',  building  up  a  good  homestead,  and  in- 
augurating various  enterprises  of  importance,  in- 
cluding the  building  and  operation  of  a  saw  and 
grist  mill,  and  at  the  same  time  carrying  on  his  farm 
in  a  skillful  and  praiseworthy  manner.  In  politics 
he  was  a  strong  Republican.  His  two  sons.  Horatio 
and  Leander,  served  .as  soldiers  in  tlie  Union  army 
during  the  late  war. 

After  their  marriage  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Sanders  came 
to  the  homestead  in  Adams  Township,  which  the^' 
now  occupy,  and  which  our  subject  had  taken  up 
previous  to  his  projected  change  in  life.  The  young 
people  commenced  housekeeping  in  a  "dug-out," 
and  declare  they  spent  some  of  the  happiest  days  of 
their  lives  there.  During  the  following  winter  Mr. 
S.  constructed  a  log  house,  hewing  every  stick  of 
timber  himself  and  laying  them  in  place.  Ash  and 
Cottonwood  trees  furnished  the  material,  some  of 
them  dressing  twenty -six  inches. 

In  1874  our  subject  sold  half  of  his  land,  leaving 
eighty  acres  for  his  own  use.  Upon  coming  to  this 
county,  in  the  fall  of  1808.  he  was8400  in  debt.  He 
has  prospered  finel}-,  clearing  his  propert}-  of  incum- 
brance, building  a  tasteful  and  commodious  two- 
story  frame  house,  and  adding  from  time  to  time  the 
other  structures  necessary  to  his  use  and  conveni- 
ence. The  home  is  also  embellished  with  a  grove  of 
beautiful  trees,  embracing  maples,  Cottonwood,  ash 
and  catalpa.  and  he  has  an  acre  planted  to  apple 
trees.  He  has  also  an  acre  of  the  smaller  fruits. 
In  connection  with  farming  and  carpentering  Mr. 
Sanders  has  made  a  good  record  as  a  stock-raiser. 

The  family  of  our  subject  and  his  excellent  wife 
includes  six  children,  namely:  Angelia,  Albert, 
Nellie,  Cora,  Jennie  and  John,  all  at  home  with 
their  parents.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  S.  are  members  in 
good  standing  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church, 
at  Adams,  and  our  subject  is  prominently  identi- 


fied with  the  I.  O.  O.  F.,  of  Ailanis.  having  occu- 
pied important  olllces,  being  elected  a  delegate  to 
tlie  Grand  Lodges  at  Lincoln  and  Omaha.  He  is 
also  an  Ollicer  of  the  Day,  and  Past  Commander  In 
the  G.  A.  R.  He  cast  his  first  Presidential  vole 
for  Gen.  Grant,  when  he  was  elected  to  his  second 
term,  and  h.as  always  been  a  firm  supporter  of 
Republican  principles.  Few  people  In  this  vicinity 
are  more  widely  known  than  Mr.  Sanders  and  his 
amiable  wife,  and  none  are  more  thoroughl}'  re- 
spected. The  lady  who  could  make  even  a  "dug- 
out" a  place  of  comfort  and  pleasure,  deserves  more 
than  a  passing  thought  in  connection  with  the  his- 
tory of  the  pioneers  of  Ncl)raska. 


J 


ILLIAM  STEINMEYER,  a  representative 
f    farmer  and  stock-raiser  of  Clatonia  Town. 


ship,  is  comfortably  located  on  section  28i 
where  he  Is  pursuing  the  even  tenor  of  his  way.  en- 
gaged in  general  agriculture.  A  native  of  the  Ger- 
man Empire,  he  was  born  In  Hanover,  in  July, 
1830,  and  is  tlie  son  of  Henr}'  and  Elizabeth  (Fra- 
diker)  Steinmeyer,  who  were  also  of  German  birth 
and  parentage. 

When  a  youth  of  eighteen  years,  and  after  com- 
pleting an  excellent  education  In  his  native  tongue, 
our  subject  emigrated  with  his  parents  to  America, 
taking  passage  on  a  sailing-vessel  at  the  port  of 
Bremen.  After  an  ocean  voyage  of  about  eight 
weeks  the}'  landed  in  the  citj'  of  Baltimore,  and 
thence  proceeded  to  Scioto  Count}',  Ohio.  Here 
our  subject  resided  a  number  of  years,  but  in 
the  fall  of  1865  resolved  to  see  something  of  the 
farther  West.  Coming  to  Otoe  Count}',  this  State, 
he  tarried  a  brief  time  in  Nebraska  City,  and  thence 
came.  In  the  spring  of  186G,  to  this  county.  The 
land  of  this  region  impressed  him  favorably,  .and 
he  accordingly  homesteaded  IGO  .acres,  of  which  he 
has  retained  possession  until  the  present  time.  It 
bore  little  resemblance  to  its  condition  to-day,  the 
plowshare  having  never  passed  over  It,  and  not  a 
building  erected  for  the  shelter  of  either  man  or 
beast.  Mr.  Steinmeyer,  however,  w.os  prepared  for 
this  state  of  things,  and  after  seeking  a  temporary 
home,  began  to  gather  together  implements  for  tho 
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cultivation  of  the  soil  and  entered  upon  tlie  task  be- 
fore him.  The  farm  which  the  passing  traveler  ob- 
serves to-day  with  interest  indicates  the  success 
which  has  attended  the  labors  of  our  subject.  He 
has  now  a  fine,  productive  tract  of  land,  provided 
with  good  buildings  and  all  the  other  conveniences 
suggested  to  the  progressive  agriculturist.  His 
family  consists  of  his  wife  and  six  interesting  chil- 
dren, the  latter  named  respectively:  Sophia,  born 
April  11,  1873;  Henry,  April  13,  1878;  Annie, 
Feb.  5,  1881;  Benjamin,  Jan.  27,  1883;  William, 
April  5,  1885;  and  Jennie,  Feb.  16,  1887.  A  son 
and  daughter,  John  and  Ella,  died  when  two  and 
one-half  months  and  two  and  one-half  years  old, 
respectively. 

Mr.  Steinmeyer  was  married,  in  February,  1870, 
to  Miss  Louise  Schlick,  a  native  of  Prussia,  who 
emigrated  with  her  sister  to  the  United  .States  when 
about  seventeen  years  old.  Her  parents  were  Henry 
and  Mary  (Teamann)  Schlick,  and  are  now  deceased. 
Mr.  Steinmeyer  was  one  of  the  organizers  of  the  Ger- 
man Methodist  Episcopal  Church  in  his  township, 
and  has  always  given  to  it  a  cordial  and  generous 
support.  He  votes  the  straight  Republican  ticket, 
and  has  been  a  member  of  the  School  Board  of  his 
district  for  a  number  of  years.  The  native  of  an 
Empire  having  among  its  laws  that  of  compulsory 
education,  he  believes  in  giving  to  the  rising  gen- 
eration the  advantages  which  will  make  of  them 
intelligent,  honest,  law-abiding  citizens.  In  the 
spring  of  1887  he  was  elected  Treasurer  of  Clatonia 
Township,  and  re-elected  in  the  spring  of  1838.  He 
is  one  of  the  most  worthy  representatives  of  that 
nationality  which  has  done  so  much  toward  the  de- 
velopment of  the  Great  West. 

_5 #3-^*^ J- 


ALLISON  McHUGH  was  born  in  Mc- 
Lean County,  111.,  a  son  of  William  and 
Margaret  J.  (Barton)  McHugh.  The  father 
was  a  native  of  Monroe  County,  Ohio,  hav- 
ing been  born  on  the  26th  of  Jul}',  1827,  and  re- 
maining in  his  native  State  until  the  year  1854, 
when  he  moved  to  Illinois.  The  mother  was  a  native 
of  Clarion  County,  Pa.,  from  which  place  she  went 
to  Ohio  with   her  parents,  Joseph  A.  and  Lavina 


Barton,  when  a  mere  girl.  The3'  were  married  by 
the  Rev.  R.  Armstrong,  at  the  home  of  the  bride's 
father,  on  the  15th  of  December,  1853.  They  were 
granted  a  family  of  four  children,  our  subject  the 
eldest,  his  birth  occurring  on  the  8th  of  December, 
1854;  Anna  L.,  M.  Josephine  and  Mira  E.  These 
children  were  bereaved  of  a  mother's  kindly  care 
and  sympathy,  her  death  occurring  at  their  home 
in  Illinois,  on  the  26th  of  March,  1868.  She  was 
a  much  esteemed  member  of  the  Presbyterian 
Church. 

The  father  of  our  subject  was  again  married,  on 
the  29th  of  March,  1870,  to  Margaret  J.  Slone,  and 
they  had  one  child,  W.  Slone.  Mrs.  McHugh's 
father,  John  Slone,  of  Clarion  County,  Pa.,  rep- 
resented his  district  in  the  State  Legislature  of 
Pennsylvania,  and  was  quite  an  active  and  distin- 
guished politican,  though  not  an  office-seeker.  The 
father  of  our  subject  departed  this  life  on  the  28th 
of  August,  1882,  in  Illinois,  his  death  having  been 
preceded  by  that  of  his  second  wife,  which  oc- 
curred on  the  16th  of  October,  1879.  He  and  his 
second  wife  were  also  members  of  the  Presbyterian 
Church.  Although  very  much  of  a  politican  and 
greatly  interested  in  political  affairs,  he  refused  to 
accept  any  office  placed  at  his  disposal  except  that 
of  County  Supervisor,  being  in  ill-health  and  un- 
willing to  assume  the  responsibilities  of  office.  He 
served  as  Superintendent  of  the  Sabbath-school 
some  nine  years  or  more,  the  outgrowth  of  which 
Sabbath-school  resulted  in  the  organization  of  a 
flourishing  church  in  his  neighborhood.  He  and 
his  two  wives  died  triumphantly  in  the  faith,  hav- 
ing been  devout  and  sincere  Christians. 

The  sisters  of  our  subject  are  living,  with  the 
exception  of  Mira  E.,  who  departed  this  life  on  the 
15th  of  January,  1885.  She,  though  young,  being 
only  about  twenty  years  of  age,  was  willing  to  go, 
feeling  that  such  was  the  will  of  her  Redeemer  whom 
she  had  served  faithfully,  and  that  He  had  provided 
a  home  for  her. 

Our  subject  has  a  fine  farm  of  160  acres  on  sec- 
tion 15,  Sicily  Township,  which  is  in  a  fine  state  of 
cultivation,  adorned  with  buildings  and  modern 
improvements.  His  sister  Josie  and  brother  Slone 
are  making  their  home  with  him  on  the  farm,  and 
there  is  no  more  pleasing  sight  than  that  afforded 
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b.y  the  dwelling  together  in  peace  anrl  harmony  of 
brothers  and  sisters  of  a  farailj'.  They  are  all 
members  of  the  Presbyterian  Church,  the  church  of 
their  parents,  and  politicallj',  the  family  ranks  with 
the  Republican  party.  Our  subject  received  his 
earlier  education  in  the  district  schools,  and  after- 
ward he  and  his  sisters  .attended  the  Normal  Uni- 
versity of  Illinois,  and  two  terms  at  the  Wesleyan 
University',  of  Bloomington. 

For  his  example  our  subject  has  luad  that  of  a 
■worthy  and  esteemed  parent  to  follow,  his  religious 
counsel  and  consistent  Christian  life  being  .alto- 
gether worthy  of  imitation,  and  the  interest  which 
he  m.anifested  iu  the  welfare  of  his  countr3',  unstim- 
ulated by  a  desire  for  his  own  self-advancement  or 
self-.aggrandizemeiit,  are  wortliy  of  the  highest  en- 
comium that  can  be  passed  upon  a  liberal-minded 
man. 

'illOHN  M.  CHENEY  is  a  son  of  John  and 
II  Hannah  (Valentine)  Chenc}',  the  former  a 
^^^ll  native  of  Virginia,  and  the  latter  of  New 
'^^  Jersey.  They  were  married  in  Ohio  and 
moved  to  Logan  County,  that  State,  in  which  place 
they  became  the  parents  of  eleven  children.  The 
father  died  in  Log.au  Count}',  when  the  subject  of 
our  sketch  was  but  three  years  old,  and  he  was  de- 
prived of  the  devoted  care  of  his  mother  in  187G. 
He  was  born  on  the  8th  of  April,  1833,  and  re- 
mained in  his  n.ative  county  until  he  was  fifteen 
years  old,  at  which  time  he  moved  with  his  mother's 
family  to  Rock  Island  County,  III.,  in  which  place 
his  mother  died. 

Having  so  early  been  deprived  of  the  protection 
and  care  of  his  father,  our  subject  was  early  taught 
to  depend  upon  himself,  and  thus  those  sterling 
qualities  of  manhood,  self-reliance  and  industry, 
were  early  developed  in  his  boyhood  days  and  have 
since  characterized  his  course  through  life.  In 
1876  he  went  to  Nodaway  Countj',  Mo.,  where  he 
made  his  home  until  March  of  1883,  after  which  he 
spent  one  year  in  Pawnee  County,  and  in  1 884  he 
moved  on  his  farm  on  section  11,  Island  Grove 
Township,  this  countj'.  He  purchased  eighty  acres 
of  land  not  very  well  improved.     He  h.as  recently 


sold  his  farm  and  will  move  from  it  in  a  short 
time,  but  will  not  leave  the  county. 

On  the  10th  of  August,  185;'),  our  sulijecl  w.as 
united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Susan  Long,  the 
daughter  of  John  and  Susan  (Shirley)  Long,  who 
were  born  in  Armstrong  County,  Pa.  They  went 
to  Rock  Island  County,  III.,  in  the  year  18.')1,  and 
the  mother  died  in  Island  Grove  Townsliip  on  the 
27tli  of  March,  1888.  The  father  still  survives,  and 
makes  his  home  with  our  subject.  Mrs.  Cheney 
was  born  in  Armstrong  County,  Pa.,  on  the  Gth  of 
March,  1835,  .and  w.as  married  to  our  subject  in 
Rock  IsKand  County,  111.  They  have  si.x  children, 
of  whom  Perry  L.  resides  in  Gr>aham,  Mo. ;  Elsie 
A.  died  on  the  31st  of  July,  1887;  Robert  N.,  Ida 
I\I.,  Lula  G.  and  Hannah  B.  are  at  home  with  their 
parents.  Elsie  A.  was  married  to  Junius  Preston, 
of  Illinois,  July  23,  1884,  and  died  July  31,  1887, 
at  her  home  in  Pawnee  County,  Neb.  Perry  L.  was 
married  to  Miss  Kate  Young,  in  Missouri,  May  28, 
1881 ;  the}'  have  no  children,  and  reside  at  Graham, 
Mo. 

Mr.  Cheney  favors  the  Democratic  political  or- 
ganization with  his  influence  and  his  vote,  and  is 
a  public-spirited  and  enterprising  citizen.  The 
public  have  shown  their  appreciation  of  his  manly 
and  sterling  qu.alitics  by  electing  him  to  the  ollice 
of  Trciisurcr  of  the  township;  while  a  resident  of 
Illinois   he  was  Ro.ad  Overseer  and  School  Trustee. 

ilL__^ENRY  BOLLEU  is  a  prominent  farmer  and 
|ljjj  stock-raiser  of  Highland  TowHsliip,  residing 
'■s^^  on  section  10.  He  was  born  in  Holstein, 
(^  Germany,  July  13,  1842,  and  is  a  son  of 
Henry  .and  Louisa  Boiler,  who  were  both  natives 
of  tlie  stime  country.  Of  the  ten  children  born  to 
his  parents  he  is  the  only  one  who  came  to  this 
country.  He  was  reared  to  manhood  in  Germany, 
and  received  a  good  German  education,  to  which 
he  has  since  added  a  fair  knowledge  of  the  English 
language.  In  the  fall  of  18C8  he  decided  to  come 
to  America,  for  which  purpose  he  took  passage  at 
Hamburg  in  a  sailing-vessel,  and  after  a  voy.age  of 
ninety  d.ays,  in  which  the  vessel  was  delayed  by 
severe  storms,  he  landed  in  New  York  City.     He 
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went  directly  to  Benton  County,  Iowa,  where  he 
rented  a  farm  and  lived  for  seven  years,  and  in 
that  place  he  was  married,  on  the  23d  of  July, 
1873,  to  Miss  Louisa  Muller,  also  a  native  of  Ger- 
many, by  whom  he  has  eight  children,  named : 
William,  Emma,  Herman,  Sophia,  Caroline,  Henry, 
Cavl  and  John. 

In  the  spring  of  1878,  with  iiis  family,  our  sub- 
ject removed  from  Iowa  to  this  county,  where  he 
has  since  made  his  home.  He  owns  160  acres  of 
land,  which  he  has  greatly  improved,  and  on  which 
he  has  erected  good  and  substantial  buildings. 
When  he  landed  in  "Sew  York  City  after  his  long 
ocean  vo^'age  he  had  but  $,5,  and  from  that  small 
beginning  he  has  made  his  present  valuable  prop- 
erty, having  endui'ed  much  hard  labor,  and  exer- 
cised economy  and  the  most  careful  management 
of  his  resources.  He  certainly  deserves  much  credit, 
and  has  cause  to  feel  gratified  on  account  of  his 
eminent  success,  it  being  made  possible  only  by 
Continued  industry,  self-reliance  and  niucli  patience. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Boiler  are  active  members  of  the 
Lutheran  Church,  and  their  family  is  highly  es- 
teemed as  intelligent  and  progressive,  our  subject 
being  classed  among  the  German  representative 
citizens  of  the  township.  He  is  a  member  of  the 
Democratic  political  party,  and  is  in  favor  of  the 
instituti'jns  by  which  the  country  maybe  improved 
and  the  welfare  of  society  secured.  He  is  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Agricultural  Society  of  Buda  Precinct, 
Lancaster  Count}',  and  in  his  experience  as  a  suc- 
cessful farmer  he  has  been  able  to  acquire  quite  a 
fund  of  knowledge  concerning  the  most  approved 
manner  of  conducting  the  labors  of  a  farm,  which 
makes 'him  a  valuable  member  of  the  society. 


^m^^^^^ir^ 


^^LMOND  L.  BURGESS  is  widely  known 
(^O  through  the  county  as  a  prosperous  and 
11  II  enterprising  general  farmer,  who  has  occu- 
lt pied  his  highly  cultivated  farm  on  section 
27  of  Grant  Township  for  over  twenty  years,  having 
settled  upon  it  in  1867.  It  is  160  acres  in  extent, 
and  is  well  improved,  and  upon  it  is  a  good,  com- 
modious,   pleasantly  situated    farm    dwelling,    and 


also  a  substantial  and  complete  set  of  the  various 
farm  buildings  requisite  to  its  successful  operation. 

Our  subject  is  a  native  of  Wisconsin,  and  was 
born  in  Racine  County  on  the  23d  of  March,  1844. 
He  is  the  eldest  son  and  child  of  Nehemiah  and 
Sophia  (Woodman)  Burgess,  both  natives  of  New 
York  State,  where  they  were  educated  and  brought 
up.  Both  came  to  Wisconsin  about  the  time  they 
attained  their  majority,  were  married  in  Racine 
County  in  the  year  1843,  continued  to  reside  there 
until  1868,  and  then  came  to  Nebraska,  where 
their  son,  our  subject,  had  preceded  them  a  few 
months,  and  established  a  home.  The  father  went 
to  reside  upon  his  own  farm,  where  he  made 
his  home  until  his  death,  in  1875,  when  he  was 
fifty-nine  years  of  age.  His  father  was  Robert 
Burgess,  a  native  of  New  York  State,  but  for  many 
years  owner  of  a  sawmill  in  Wisconsin,  where  he 
died.  The  wife  of  Nehemiah  Burgess  is  yet  living 
with  her  children,  and  is  sixty-five  years  of  age. 
She  has  all  her  life  been  a  devout  member  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church. 

Our  subject  received  his  education  in  Racine 
County,  and  lived  there  until  he  attained  the  estate 
of  manhood,  and  from  the  close  of  school  days  was 
a  farmer.  Not  very  long  after  he  came  to  this 
State  he  made  the  acquaintance  of  Miss  Araminta 
Claybourn,  a  native  of  Michigan,  and  daughter  of 
Thomas  and  Margaret  (Kinzie)  Clayliourn.  One 
of  the  sad  events  in  the  early  history  of  the  town- 
ship was  the  death  of  her  father,  which  occurred  in 
186G.  During  the  afternoon  he  had  gone  over  to 
see  a  neighbor,  and  started  about  sundown  to  re- 
turn ;  he  was  caught  in  a  blizzard,  lost  his  way  and 
wandered  hither  and  thither,  and  was  finally  found 
three  miles  from  home,  but  frozen  to  death.  He 
died  while  in  the  full  vigor  and  prime  of  manhood. 
His  wife,  who  is  now  over  seventy  years  of  age, 
is  still  a  resident  of  Grant  Township,  making  her 
home  with  her  children. 

After  his  marriage  our  subject  began  life  as  a 
farmer,  and  has  so  continued  ever  since.  During 
the  late  Civil  War,  and  previous  to  coming  to  Ne- 
braska, he  enlisted  in  Company  G,  2d  Wisconsin 
Cavalry,  and  went  with  his  regiment  to  the  South 
and  Southwest.  The  regiment  suffered  very  much 
while    in    Texas,    where    they  were    compelled    to 
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march  and  figiit  on  half  rations  and  could  obtain 
oiil}-  very  poor  water.  The  regiment  was  chiclly 
used  to  chase  bushwhackers,  and  our  subject  es- 
caped in  every  combat  unhurt,  and  at  the  close  of 
his  term  of  service  was  honorably  discharged  and 
returned  home. 

Mr.  and  Mis.  Burgess  are  members  of  the  Church 
of  Lattcr-Day  .Saints,  and  in  it  are  hckl  in  high  re- 
gard. In  his  political  sentiments  our  subject  is  a 
Republican,  and  has  so  continued  since  he  was  ol<l 
enough  to  vote.  He  has  alw.ays  been  a  friend  of 
good  morals,  giving  his  hearty  support  to  move- 
ments that  were  calculated  to  help  the  township  or 
county,  and  is  generally  recognized  as  a  mucli- 
valued  citizen.  Mrs.  Burgess'  family  came  and 
settled  in  Nebraska  in  the  summer  of  1860,  when 
there  were  only  three  families  within  eight  miles. 

ff^-^  ORACK  C.  BARMORE.  In  January,  i  865. 
Irji'  tlie  gentleman  whose  name  stands  at  the 
(1^^  head  of  this  sketch  homesteaded  IGO  acres 
(^)  of  land  on  section  33,  Adams  Township, 
and  since  that  time  has  made  this  place  continu- 
ously his  home.  At  the  time  he  took  possession  it  had 
little  resemblance  to  its  present  state,  there  being 
then  not  even  a  shelter  for  his  f.amily,  and  none 
of  the  comforts  and  conveniences  for  which  it  is 
now  so  conspicuous.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Barraore  came 
to  Nebraska  from  Berrien  County,  Mich.,  making 
the  journej"  overland  in  the  fall  of  the  year,  with 
a  wagon  and  horses,  and  bringing  with  them  their 
two  children.  They  started  out  on  the  20th  of 
October,  and  landed  in  Nemaha  Township  on  the 
23d  of  December  following.  They  lived  with  the 
father  of  Mrs.  Barmore  that  winter,  and  as  soon  as 
the  season  had  moderated  sufficiently,  our  subject 
set  about  the  establishment  of  tlieir  future  home 
in  a  new  and  untried  region. 

The  first  business  of  Mr.  Barmore,  after  securing 
a  claim  to  a  portion  of  the  soil  of  Nebraska,  was  to 
provide  suitable  quarters  for  his  family.  Their 
first  dwelling  on  their  own  land  was  a  log  house, 
and  they  were  beset  with  the  difficulties  common 
to  the  people  of  a  new  settlement.  They  had 
'•come   to  stay,"   however,    and    were    not    to    be 


turned  from  tlieir  purpose  by  any  ordinary  event. 
Mr.  B.  commenced  to  till  tiie  soil  and  to  surroun<l 
himself  graduallj'  witli  those  comforts  and  con- 
veniences essential  to  a  well-ordered  homestead 
aud'the  health  and  happiness  of  the  family.  In  this 
lalior  of  love  he  was  most  earnestly  seconded  by 
the  hearty  co-operation  of  one  of  the  best  and 
most  intelligent  of  women,  and  the  result  has  been 
tliat  which  one  would  most  naturally  expect.  They 
have  now  one  of  the  most  desirable  homes  in  the 
township,  are  honored  and  respected  by  their  neigh- 
l)ors,  and  have  yielded  no  small  measure  of  assist- 
ance in  the  building  up  of  their  adopted  county 
and  assuring  its  reputation  as  one  of  the  most  in- 
telligent communities  of  the  West. 

Mr.  Barmore  is  the  offspring  of  a  good  family, 
his  father  having  been  Adna,  and  his  mother  Abi- 
gail (Dart)  Barmore,  natives  of  Genesee  County, 
N.  Y.,  where  they  were  reared  and  married.  They 
resided  there  afterward  for  a  time,  and  then  re- 
moved to  Cattaraugus  County,  where  they  lived  for 
a  period  of  twenty  years.  In  1844  they  removed 
to  LaPorte  County,  Ind.,  and  thence,  in  1847,  to 
Berrien  County,  Mich.,  where  they  spent  the  re- 
mainder of  their  lives,  the  father  dying  in  1876, 
at  the  age  of  seventy-four  years,  and  the  mother 
in  1883,  .aged  eighty-two.  They  were  the  parents 
of  three  children,  who  lived  to  mature  years,  viz: 
Elflnda;  Horace  C,  of  our  sketch,  and  Edwin  C. 
The  brother  resides  in  Cortland,  and  the  sister  is 
now  in  Berrien  County,  Mich. 

Horace  C.  Barmore  was  born  in  Randoipii  Town- 
ship, Cattaraugus  Co.,  N.  Y.,  Dec.  23,  1829.  His 
home  being  among  the  timber  regions,  the  schools 
were  few  and  far  between,  he  having  to  travel  one 
and  one-half  miles  to  the  temple  of  learning  to  se- 
cure the  rudiments  of  his  education.  He  was  a  lad 
fifteen  years  of  age  when  his  parents  went  to  Indi- 
ana, and  eighteen  when  they  left  there  for  Michi- 
gan. Our  subject  developed  into  manhood  in 
Berrien  County,  the  latter  State,  and  there  also  met 
and  married  his  present  wife.  The  maiden  name 
of  this  lady  wtis  Mary  I.  Curtiss,  and  she  was  the 
daughter  of  William  and  Laura  (Merrick)  Curtiss, 
both  n.atives  of  Willington,  Tolland  Co.,  Conn. 
After  marriage  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Curtiss  removed  to 
Chautauqua  County,  N.  Y.,  where  the  father,  who 
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was  a  teacher  by  profession,  followed  his  vocation 
in  tlie  city  schools  of  Buffalo.  He  was  also  in- 
terested in  other  business,  and  more  than  ordina- 
rily capable  and  intelligerit. 

The  parents  of  Jlrs.  Barinore  about  1843  re- 
moved to  Indiana,  but  the  health  of  the  father 
becoming  greatly  impaired,  he  went  to  California 
in  1851,  returning  sixteen  months  afterward  greatly 
improved.  In  1861  the  family  came  to  this  State, 
then  a  Territory,  and  settled  upon  a  homestead 
tract,  the  patent  of  which  was  No.  14,  and  signed 
by  Abraham  Lincoln.  That  document,  now  in 
possession  of  Benjamin  Hornby,  could  not  be  pur- 
chased for  scarcely  any  sum  of  money.  Mr.  Cur- 
tiss  was  at  once  recognized  as  a  valued  addition  to 
the  community  and  the  county,  and  in  1878  was 
elected  to  the  Nebraska  Legislature.  His  serious 
illness,  however,  prevented  his  ever  taking  his  seat, 
and  he  passed  away  on  the  17th  of  March,  1879,  at 
the  age  of  seventy-seven  years.  Mrs.  Curtiss  sur- 
vived her  husband  seven  years,  dying  at  the  home 
of  her  daughter  in  ISS.O,  when  eighty-two  years 
old. 

To  the  parents  of  Mrs.  Barmore  there  were  born 
six  children,  two  sons  and  four  daughters.  Three 
only  are  now  living:  Mary  Irena,  Austin  William 
and  Harriet  E.  Mrs.  B.  was  born  at  Barcelona, 
Chautauqua  Co.,  N.  Y.,  on  the  shores  of  Lake 
Eric,  Dec.  22,  1831.  She  pursued  her  first  studies 
in  the  excellent  schools  of  Westfleld,  in  her  native 
county,  but  when  a  little  girl  ten  years  of  age  they 
removed  to  Indiana.  The  mother  then  being  in- 
capacitated for  continuing  the  charge  of  the  house- 
hold, this  duty  fell  upon  her  daughter  Mary,  and 
the  studies  of  the  latter  thereafter  were  pursued 
at  home  by  the  light  of  the  evening  lamp  after  the 
duties  of  the  day  were  over.  So  thorough,  how- 
ever, had  been  the  previous  training  of  the  child, 
that  with  the  assistance  and  encouragement  of  her 
father  she  made  good  headway,  and  a  few  years 
later  taught  in  the  district  schools  of  LaPorte 
County. 

After  their  marriage  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Barmore  set- 
tled in  Berrien  County,  Mich.,  where  our  subject 
carried  on  farming,  and  where  they  remained  until 
coming  to  Nebraska.  Among  the  other  improve- 
ments  effected  around   their    homestead    is  a  fine 


orchard  of  100  apple  trees  in  good  bearing  condi- 
tion, and  a  grove  of  Cottonwood  trees  which  affords 
shade  in  summer  and  protection  from  the  blasts  of 
winter.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  B.  have  kept  pace  with  the 
growth  of  the  country,  interesting  themselves  in 
its  welfare,  and  giving  their  hearty  support  and  en- 
couragement to  the  enterprises  set  on  foot  for  the 
general  good  of  the  community.  The  warm  friends 
of  temperance,  they  have  labored  for  its  advance- 
ment many  years,  and  are  members  in  good  stand- 
ing of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church.  Mr.  Bar- 
more  politically  is  a  progressive  Republican,  but  on 
account  of  the  cause  of  temperance  is  now  identi- 
fied with  the  Prohibitionists.  He  has  been  School 
Treasurer  in  his  district  for  the  long  period  of 
twenty  years.  He  voted  for  the  adoption  of  the 
State  Constitution,  and  has  served  on  tiie  Petit 
Jury. 

The  household  circle  of  our  subject  and  his 
wife  includes  the  following  children :  The  eldest 
daughter,  Carrie,  a  bright  and  intelligent  young 
lady,  is  teaching  in  the  schools  in  this  county; 
Frank  married  Miss  Mary  Bryson,  and  is  farming 
in  Logan  County,  Col. ;  Adna  W.  is  engaged  on  a 
stock  ranch  near  Greeley,  Col.;  Charles  L.  resides 
in  Phillips  County,  Kan. ;  Walter  H.  and  Florence 
are  at  home  with  their  parents.  These  children 
have  inherited  the  good  qualities  of  both  parents, 
and  the  latter  may  be  pardoned  for  the  pride  with 
which  they  naturally  regard  them. 

PREDERICK  BINTZ  is  a  worthy  citizen  of 
Highland  Township,  residing  on  section  23, 
where  he  is  actively  engaged  in  farming  and 
stock-raising.  He  was  born  on  the  10th  of  April, 
1857,  in  Hessen,  Germany,  and  is  a  son  of  John 
and  Elizabeth  Bintz,  who  are  natives  of  the  same 
country.  Our  subject  was  reared  in  his  native 
country  until  he  reached  his  eighteenth  year,  and 
received  a  fairly  good  education  in  both  the  En- 
glish and  German  languages.  In  the  spring  of 
1874,  having  decided  to  come  to  America,  he  took 
passage  on  a  steamer  which  left  the  port  of  Ant- 
werp, and  after  a  voyage  of  twelve  days  arrived  in 
the  harbor  of  New  York  City.     His   parents    are 
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now  residing  in  Pottawattamie  Count}',  Iowa,  and 
of  tiio  seven  children  who  comprised  tiieiv  family 
six  are  now  living,  and  make  their  homes  in  the 
following  places:  Elizabeth  is  the  wife  of  Adolph 
Sass.  of  Livingston  Count}',  III. ;  Philip,  George 
and  Julia  are  in  Iowa,  and  Frederick  and  John  in 
Highland  Township,  this  count}'.  Cfitherine  is  the 
name  of  the  daughter  now  deceased. 

On  the  arrival  of  our  subject  in  America  he  came 
west  to  Illinois,  making  his  home  in  Livingston 
County  for  one  year,  and  engaged  in  working  on  a 
farm,  after  which  he  went  to  Cass  County,  Iowa, 
where  he  remained  for  a  time  engaged  in  his  former 
occupation.  He  then  changed  his  residence  to 
Pottawattamie  County,  of  the  same  State,  where  he 
lived  for  several  years,  and  during  the  last  four 
years  of  his  residence  there  he  rented  a  farm  and 
assumed  the  management  of  it.  By  this  time  he 
had  accumulated  a  sufficient  amount  of  money  to 
enable  him  to  start  in  business  for  himself,  so  in 
the  spring  of  1885  he  came  to  this  county,  and  pur- 
chased eighty  acres  of  land  in  Highland  Township, 
on  which  he  has  since  made  his  home.  He  has 
made  most  of  the  improvements  on  his  farm,  has 
erected  a  good  house,  barn,  and  the  necessary  farm 
buildings,  and  in  various  ways,  by  his  industry, 
perseverance  and  good  management,  has  he  in- 
creased the  value  as  well  as  the  appearance  of  his 
land. 

On  the  1st  of  September,  1885,  the  gentleman  of 
whom  we  write  was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss 
Catherine  Folsch,  a  daughter  of  John  C.  Folsch,  of 
Muscatine,  Iowa.  She  was  born  in  Switzerland,  in 
the  month  of  April,  18C0,  and  made  her  home  with 
her  parents,  in  Illinois,  until  the  time  of  her  mar- 
riage. Her  mother  died  in  the  year  1887.  To 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Bintz  has  been  born  one  child,  named 
Jacob,  whose  birth  occurred  on  the  12th  of  Janu- 
ary, 1887.  They  are  well  and  comfortably  situated 
in  their  pleasant  home,  and  are  rapidly  becoming 
known  as  successful  farmers,  paying  close  attention 
to  their  agricultural  labors,  which  are  facilitated  by 
the  use  of  new  and  improved  styles  of  implements. 

Our  subject  and  his  wife  are  esteemed  members 
of  the  German  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  of 
Cortland,  and  are  active  and  highly  respected  mem- 
bers of  society.     The  former    is   a    Republican  in 


politics,  but  in  local  matters  he  generally  lends  his 
influence  toward  the  election  of  competent  men, 
irrespective  of  party,  believing  that  the  Govern- 
ment can  be  better  intrusted  to  men  of  ability  and 
honor  than  to  the  administration  of  any  one  party. 
He  is  now  serving  his  second  year  as  C)verseer  of 
Highw.ays,  and  is  the  present  Treasurer  of  his 
school  district,  coming  prominently  to  the  front  in 
m.Ttters  of  education  and  general  improvement.  In 
the  short  time  of  his  residence  here  he  has  proved 
himself  a  loyal  citizen,  and  has  taken  an  active 
interest  in  the  elevation  of  society  and  the  advance- 
ment of  the  public  institutions. 

elHUSTIAN  HAFKULAND  is  one  of  the 
representative  Germans  who  came  to  Amer- 
ica with  comparatively  little  means,  but 
by  perseverance  and  self-reliance  has  gathered 
about  him  many  of  the  comforts  and  luxuries 
which  pertain  to  this  life,  and  by  his  manly  l)earing 
has  won  the  approval  and  esteem  of  his  friends  and 
neighbors.  Our  subject  was  born  in  Germany,  on 
the  22d  of  June,  1836,  and  he  remained  in  his  na- 
tive country  until  he  was  about  thirty-three  ye.ars 
old.  He  received  his  education  and  was  married 
in  that  country  to  Miss  Dora  T.  Brower,  on  the 
26th  of  December,  1855.  One  daughter,  Emma, 
and  one  son,  William,  were  born  to  them  there, and 
in  1869  they  decided  to  come  to  America,  making 
the  voyage  on  the  steamship  "Germany"  in  four- 
teen days. 

Our  subject  and  his  family  reached  the  harbor  of 
New  York  on  the  10th  of  June,  and  immediately 
after  their  arrival  they  started  for  Illinois,  arriving 
in  Woodfonl  County  on  the  15th  of  the  same 
month.  During  the  first  year  he  worked  by  the 
month  on  a  railroad,  and  engaged  in  whatever 
occupation  he  could  secure  lucrative  remuneration. 
He  then  rented  a  farm,  and  began  the  occupation 
of  tilling  the  soil,  at  which  he  continued  until  in  the 
spring  of  1881,  when  he  came  to  this  county,  and 
began  m.iking  imi)rovements  on  a  farm  which  he 
purchased. 

When  Mr.  Haferland  reached  America  he  had 
left   about  $150,  and    by    his  industry  and   good 
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management  he  has  become  the  owner  of  a  fine, 
well-improved  farm  of  160  acres,  on  which  he  has 
a  very  nice  home,  and  is  otherwise  situated  to  en- 
joy in  comparative  ease  his  possessions.  But  while 
he  has  been  successful  in  this  county,  and  has  accu- 
mulated quite  a  fine  property,  he  is  not  so  well 
pleased  with  the  climate,  and  therefore  thinks  of 
removing  to  Oregon  at  some  future  time. 

The  lady  whom  our  subject  married  in  Gerraanj- 
departed  this  life  in  the  month  of  November,  1874, 
while  they  were  living  in  Illinois,  and  on  the  22d 
of  December,  1875,  he  was  married  to  Elizabeth 
Scherling.  Besides  the  children  Emma  and  Will- 
iam, born  to  their  parents  in  Germany,  there  was  a 
son  Louis  bj'  the  first  marriage  born  in  Illinois. 
There  are  three  children  of  the  second  marriage — 
Herman,  Minnie  and  Frederick. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Haferland  are  active  and  esteemed 
members  of  the  Lutheran  Church,  of  which  church 
our  subject's  first  wife  was  also  a  member.  Mr. 
Haferland  is  interested  in  the  political  government 
and  welfare  of  the  country,  but  he  is  not  sufficiently 
partisan  to  join  himself  to  any  of  the  organizations, 
and  generally  casts  his  vote  for  the  man  whom  he 
thinks  is  the  best  qualified  for  the  position,  regard- 
less of  the  party  to  which  he  belongs.  As  a  man 
who  has  worked  his  way  upward  to  success  from  a 
small  beginning,  our  subject  has  proved  himself  to 
be  the  possessor  of  those  sterling  qualities  of  man- 
hood which  never  fail  to  bring  distinction  to  the 
owner. 


J^OHN    C.   BOYD.      Among   the    citizens   of 
Cortland,  few  are  more  worthy  of  the  name 
representative    citizen,  or  are  more    enter- 
'    prising,  progressive  or  successful  than  our 

subject,  who  was  born  upon  the  9th  of  April,  1820, 
in  County  Tyrone,  in  the  North  of  Ireland.  He  is 
a  son  of  Robert  and  Elizabeth  Boyd,  natives  of  the 
same  district.  Their  ancestors  were  Scottish,  but  the 
family  had  been  settled  in  Ulster  for  many  years. 
When  about  two  years  of  age  our  subject  was 
taken  by  his  parents  to  Ayrshire,  Scotland,  and  was 
a  resident  there  till  he  reached  his  seventeenth  year. 
Scotland  has  always  been  remarkable  for  the  at- 
tention given  to  tlie  education  of  the  young,  and 


our  subject  received  a  good  education,  which  he 
has  since  found  occasion  to  utilize  continuously. 

In  the  fall  of  1843  our  subject  emigrated  to 
America,  taking  passage  in  the  Glasgow  sailing-ship 
"  New  York."  For  five  weeks  following  he  was 
"rocked  in  the  cradle  of  the  deep,"  but  in  no  very 
gentle  manner.  Dame  Atlantic  seemed  to  be  in  no 
pleasant  mood,  and  gave  the  good  ship  and  those 
aboard  her  quite  a  rough  handling,  but  the  discom- 
forts of  the  voyage  were  speedily  forgotten  upon 
landing  in  New  York.  Having  learned  the  busi- 
ness of  painter  and  glazier  in  the  old  country,  he 
in  New  York  found  work  as  a  painter,  and  con- 
tinued in  the  city  for  some  time.  Subsequently  he 
for  three  years  followed  his  trade  in  Haverstraw  on 
the  Hudson;  thence  he  removed  to  Astoria,  L. 
I.,  and  went  to  worli  in  a  woolen  factory.  This 
he  followed  for  about  three  or  four  years  from  that 
time.  He  subsequently  removed  to  Little  Falls, 
N.  J.,  and  for  a  number  of  years  worked  at  both 
these  tr.ades. 

From  New  Jersey  our  subject  went  to  Ogle 
County,  111.,  and  there  resumed  his  painting,  re- 
maining there  for  twenty-five  years,  doing  botii  city 
and  country  work.  His  family  resided  on  his  farm, 
which  was  situated  six  miles  north  of  Dixon.  All 
these  years  he  has  been  gradually  progressing,  be- 
coming more  and  more  prosperous,  until  he  was 
quite  fairly  well-to-do. 

Upon  the  13th  of  August,  1862,  Mr.  Boyd  en- 
listed in  Company  K,  92d  Illinois  Mounted  Infantry, 
which  became  a  part  of  the  Army  of  the  Cum- 
berland, and  took  active  part  in  the  battles  at 
Chickamauga,  Missionary  Ridge,  Lookout  Mount- 
ain, Resaca,  Kennesaw  Mountain,  siege  of  Atlanta, 
and  also  in  Sherman's  march  to  the  sea.  They 
then  went  to  Savannah,  through  the  Carolinas, 
and  finished  their  active  service  at  Greensboro, 
where  Johnson  surrendered.  He  i-eceived  an  hon- 
orable discharge  in  June,  1865,  and  returned  to  his 
Illinois  home.  He  has  been  in  many  hard  battles 
and  close  conflicts,  and  has  ha<l  many  narrow 
escapes,  but  has  not  been  wounded  at  all  seriously. 

While  residing  in  Haverstraw  our  subject  was 
united  in  marriage,  on  the  11th  of  October,  1849, 
with  Ann  J.  Hawthorne,  a  native  of  North  Ireland, 
where  she   was  born  on  the  27th  of   August,  1828. 
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This  lad}-  is  the  ilaiightcr  of  Robert  and  Mary  Haw- 
thorne, likewise  natives  of  the  same  ])lace,  Imt  of 
English  family.  .She  was  bronght  to  this  country 
by  her  parents  when  but  nine  months  old.  Tho 
family  landed  in  Montreal,  and  then  came  on  to 
New  York  Cit}',  and  there  resided  for  about  three 
j-ears.  They  next  removed  to  Thompsoiiville, 
Conn.,  which  was  their  home  for  seven  years.  From 
Connecticut  they  went  to  Chenango  County,  N. 
Y..  which  was  their  home  for  ten  years,  and  from 
there  removed  to  Haverstraw.  Here  she  met  and 
married  our  subject  as  above  noted.  Her  father 
was  an  ingrain  carpet  weaver,  but  later  in  life  fol- 
lowed farming  in  preference.  He  was  the  father  of 
eight  children,  five  of  whom  are  living,  whose 
names  are  as  follows :  Ann  J.,  the  wife  of  our  sub- 
ject; James  R.,  David,  Thomas  and  Samuel. 

One  of  the  most  strong  of  home's  welding  forces, 
and  at  the  same  time  its  perennial  source  of  happi- 
ness, is  the  children  who  grace  it.  filling  its  halls  and 
rooms  with  merry  chatter  and  mirthful  glee.  Our 
subject  has  what  the  wise  man  calls  "  his  quiver- 
ful," and  is  happy  in  such  possession.  There  have 
been  seven  children  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Boyd, 
six  of  whom  are  still  living,  viz :  Mary  E.,  the  wife 
of  Joseph  Stevens,  of  Ogle  Count}',  111.;  Robert,  a 
prosperous  farmer  in  Hitchcock  County,  Neb. ;  Isa- 
bella, the  wife  of  Samuel  Gull,  of  the  same  county; 
David,  whose  home  is  in  the  same  neighborhood; 
the  two  youngest,  Ella  and  Mattie,  are  still  at  home 
with  their  parents. 

In  the  spring  of  1879  our  subject  came  to  Gage 
County,  and  purchased  ICO  acres  of  railroad  land  in 
Clatonia  Township,  from  the  Burlington  &  Missouri 
River  Railroad  Company,  for  which  he  paid  $7.50 
per  acre.  Subsequently  he  purchased  eighty  acres 
of  adjoining  land,  and  having  improved  it  to  his 
liking  he  made  it  one  of  the  finest  farms  in  the 
entire  township.  Besides  this  240  acres  he  owns 
160  in  Hitchcock  County.  Ever  since  coming  to 
this  State  he  has  followed  farming  and  stock-rais- 
ing exclusivel}',  and  the  large  measure  of  success 
he  has  enjoyed  is  due  to  his  arduous  labor,  the  re- 
sult of  his  irrepressible  will  power.  This  was  in- 
spired by  bis  self-respecting  ambition,  which  was 
born  of  the  unselfish  desire  to  do  (he  best  possil)le 
good  for  and  bring  the  largest  aniuunl  of  liai)|iiiicss 


into  the  lives  of  those  near  and  dear  to  him.  In 
all  the  period  of  their  cotnpanicjiiship  he  has  been 
assisted  and  enthused  by  the  most  excellent  manage- 
ment and  wise  counsels  of  his  estimable  wife,  who 
has  continuously,  and  with  unflagging  zeal,  been  to 
him  all  she  promised  when  their  mutual  nuptial 
vows  were  made.  In  this  it  is  positively  certain 
our  subject  most  heartily  concurs,  and  would  be  the 
first  to  admit  its  truth,  if  not  indeed  to  suggest  it, 
after  a  happ}'  companionship  of  about  forty  years. 
Although  not  members  of  any  particular  church 
denomination,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Boj'd  are  not  without 
serious  religious  convictions,  and  are  most  highly 
respected  because  of  the  irreproachableness  of  their 
lives.  They  are  always  prepared  to  do  their  part 
either  by  contribution  or  actual  effort,  to  aid  in  be- 
half of  any  enterprise  connected  with  the  churches 
or  otherwise,  if  only  it  be  worthy.  They  are  active 
members  of  society,  and  move  in  its  best  circles. 
They  are  still  in  the  prime  of  life,  and  in  their  home 
at  Cortland,  whither  they  removed  in  the  fall  of 
1887,  enjoying  as  is  their  right  and  privilege  the 
fruit  of  previous  years  of  toil  and  labor.  While 
resident  in  Illinois  our  subject  held  several  of  the 
minor  ofBces  in  tlie  gift  of  the  people  with  much 
satisfaction  to  all  concerned.  In  his  political  prin- 
ciples and  sj'mpathies  he  is  entirely  with  the  Re- 
publican party,  and  has  so  continued  for  many 
years. 


ENOS  BARKEY,  Su.  On  section  32  in  Iligli- 
land  Township  lies  one  of  the  best  appointed 
farms  in  this  county,  the  property  of  the 
subject  of  this  sketch,  who  was  born  in  Montgomery 
County,  Pa.,  Oct.  20,  1815.  He  is  consequently 
quite  well  advanced  in  years,  and  lias  made  for 
himself  a  good  record  as  a  man  and  citizen. 

Abraham  and  Catherine  (Bornaman)  Barkey,  the 
parents  of  our  subject,  were  natives  of  Pennsylva- 
nia, and  traced  their  anccstr}-  back  to  an  excellent 
old  German  family  whicli  stood  well  among  the 
noted  families  of  Switzerland.  The  jiaternal  great- 
grandfather of  our  subject  crossed  the  Atlantic 
prior  to  the  Revolutionary  War,  and  his  father  was 
a  Mennonite  in  rcligi ind  Iransniittid  his  relig- 
ious faith  in  a  UKuki-d  dtgice  to  hi^  (jfr>pring.   The 
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maternal  great-grandfather,  Daniel  Bornaman  by 
name,  was  also  of  German  birth  and  parentage, 
and  emigrated  to  America  at  a  still  earlier  date 
than  the  first  representative  of  the  Barkeys,  the 
date  being  1721.  He  established  himself  in  iWont- 
gomerj-  County,  Pa.,  about  thirty-five  miles  west 
of  the  present  city  of  Philadelphia,  and  his  de- 
scendants are  still  in  possession  of  the  property 
which  he  theie  accumulated. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  the  fourth  of  ten 
children  born  to  his  parents,  and  when  a  lad  of  six- 
teen years  removed  with  them  from  Montgomery 
to  Butler  County,  where  he  was  reared  to  man's 
estate.  His  early  education  was  exceedingly  lim- 
ited, but  being  a  bright  and  observant  lad  he  made 
the  most  of  his  opportunities,  and  at  an  early  age 
gave  evidence  of  the  strength  of  character  which 
has  marked  his  later  years.  A  year  after  the  re- 
moval to  Butler  County  the  mother  passed  awaj-, 
and  the  father  followed  in  less  than  two  years  there- 
after. Enos  commenced  working  on  a  farm  at  the 
age  of  ten  years,  and  when  fourteen  began  learning 
the  trade  of  shoemaker,  which,  however,  he  fol- 
lowed but  a  short  time.  At  the  age  of  twenty 
years  he  was  married.  Aug.  23,  183,5,  to  Miss  Eve 
Ziegler,  also  a  native  of  the  Keystone  State.  Of  this 
union  there  were  born  seven  children,  five  of  whom 
are  living,  namely :  Susan,  Mrs.  Benjamin  Book- 
waiter,  of  Grundy  County,  111.;  Judy,  the  wife  of 
Francis  McGirr,  of  Holt  Township,  this  county; 
Ziegler,  of  Highland  Township;  John,  a  minister  of 
the  Church  of  God,  and  a  resident  of  Cortland,  and 
Enos,  who  resides  with  his  father  on  the  homestead. 
Those  deceased  are  Daniel  and  Mary,  who  died 
when  three  months  and  three  years  old  respect- 
ively. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Barkey,  aften  their  marriage,  con- 
tinued residents  of  their  native  State  for  a  period 
of  ten  years,  our  subject  engaging  in  general  farm- 
ing. In  the  spring  of  1845  they  migrated  to  Ohio, 
settling  in  Defiance  County,  whence  they  removed 
three  years  later  to  Elkhart  County,  Ind.  We  next 
find  them  in  Grundy  County,  111.,  where  Mr.  Bar- 
key  purchased  land,  and  with  his  family  took  up  his 
abode  among  its  pioneer  settlers.  He  occupied  the 
same  farm  there  for  a  period  of  nearly  twenty-five 
years,  and  in  1873  once  more  changed  his  residence. 


this  time  to  Gage  County.  Neb.  The  land  of  High- 
land Townsiiip  appeared  to  meet  his  requirements, 
and  he  pre-empted  eighty  acres  on  section  32,  where 
he  built  a  good  homestead  and  has  since  remained. 
In  addition  to  the  cultivation  of  the  soil  he  added 
to  his  possessions  as  his  capital  justified,  and  is  now 
the  owner  of  1 ,440  broad  acres,  which  are  devoted 
largely  to  farming  and  stock-raising. 

Mr.  Barkey  entered  Illinois  a  poor  man,  being 
able  to  purchase  onlj-  sixty  acres  of  land  at  $3  per 
acre.  There  as  here  he  was  very  successful,  and 
before  leaving  the  State  was  the  owner  of  750  acres. 
During  the  Civil  War  he  was  engaged  largely  in 
stock-raising,  supplying  the  army  with  calves  and 
grown  cattle.  He  has  met  with  his  reverses  in  com- 
mon with  most  men,  but  his  indomitable  will 
enabled  him  to  rise  above  misfortune  and  discour- 
agement, and  his  fine  property  to-day  is  the  best 
evidence  of  his  strength  of  character  and  resolute 
spirit.  He  is  known  far  and  wide  as  a  man  of  ster- 
ling integrity,  is  a  member  of  the  Church  of  God, 
and  a  stanch  supporter  of  Republican  principles. 

Mrs.  Eve  Barkey  departed  this  life  at  her  home 
in  Highland  Township,  March  18,  1885,  greatly 
mourned  by  her  husband  and  family  and  all  who 
knew  her.  She  was  a  most  devoted  wife  and 
mother,  and  the  encourager  and  supporter  of  her 
husband  in  all  his  worthy  efforts.  It  is  hardly  nec- 
essary to  say  that  the  name  Barkey  was  given  to  the 
post-office  at  that  place  in  honor  of  our  subject,  as 
he  is  one  of  the  representative  pioneers  of  Highland 
Township,  and  has  been  no  unimportant  factor  in 
bringing  about  its  prosperity. 


i^^^HOMAS  GRACE  is  an  energetic  farmer  and 
((^^  aspiring  politician  of  Rockford  Township^ 
^^^  where  he  resides  in  very  comfortable  cir- 
cumstances, with  surroundings  of  wealth  and  refine- 
ment. His  father,  Martin  Grace,  was  born  in  the 
countj^  of  Tipperary,  Ireland,  and  his  mother, 
Dolly  (Eddy)  Grace,  in  Canada,  near  St.  R.ays,  not 
far  from  Montreal.  The  father  came  to  Canada 
when  he  was  a  young  man,  where  he  made  the  ac- 
quaintance of  the  mother   of  our  subject,  and  after 
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their  nianiago  tlie3-  remained  in  Canada  until  IS/iS, 
when  they  removed  to  Dubuque  County,  Iowa. 
There  were  twelve  children  in  the  family,  named 
Thomas,  John,  Mary  A.,  Elizabeth,  Minnie,  Agnes, 
Sarah,  Joseph,  Frank,  Teressa  and  Bridget,  the  iiist- 
named  of  whom  died  when  young,  and  one  named 
Bridget  living. 

Our  subject  was  born  on  the  2d  of  February, 
1845,  near  St.  Rays,  Canada,  and  his  mother  died 
when  he  was  but  three  years  old.  His  father  was 
married  a  second  time,  to  Elizabeth  INIcNalley,  who 
is  the  mother  of  the  above-named  children,  with 
the  exception  of  our  subject.  He  attended  school 
in  his  native  country,  and  was  eight  years  old 
when  he  came  with  his  parents  to  Iowa,  continu- 
ing the  pursuit  of  his  education  in  the  common 
schools  of  the  new  locality.  He  then  began  to 
work  on  the  f.arm,  and  remained  at  home  until  the 
3d  of  October,  1867,  when  he  was  maiTied  to  Miss 
Anna  M.  Kurt,  a  daughter  of  Michael  and  Mary 
Kurt,  who  were  natives  of  Germany.  Mrs.  Grace 
was  born  on  the  20tli  of  August.  1847,  in  Lux- 
emburg, Germany,  and  was  one  year  old  when 
she  came  with  her  family  to  America.  She  had 
three  brothers  and  sisters,  and  after  the  death  of 
her  father  her  mother  married  a  second  time,  and 
had  five  children  by  the  last  union.  She  was  edu- 
cated in  both  the  German  and  English  tongues,  and 
is  as  well  acquainted  with  one  as  with  the  other. 

Our  subject  and  his  wife  have  seven  children,  on 
whom  they  have  bestowed  the  names  of  William 
H.,  Mary  P.,  Clara  F.,  John  B.,  Thomas  P.,  Anna 
A.  and  Emil  L.  They  came  to  Nebraska  on  the 
10th  of  May,  18C8,  and  from  that  year  until  1874 
they  resided  in  Holt  Township,  in  the  fail  of  the 
latter  year  removing  to  their  present  farm  of  IGO 
acres.  Our  subject  has  made  a  great  many  im- 
provements, having  built  a  one  and  a  half  story 
house  in  1880,  and  a  good  horse  barn  in  1883,  the 
other  buildings  also  being  in  a  good  condition.  He 
has  a  fine  orchard  of  150  trees,  and  has  planted 
groves  of  maple,  ash,  box-elder  ami  catalpa  trees, 
which  add  much  to  the  appearance  and  value  of  the 
place.  He  has  also  taken  an  active  interest  in  pub- 
lic affairs,  having  been  elected  Moderator  of  his 
school  district,  and  sent  three  or  four  limes  as  a 
delegate  to  the  Democratic    County    Conventions, 


where  he  represented  his  constituents  in  an  alile 
manner.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Catholic  Church, 
of  Beatrice,  and  bears  a  very  excellent  reputation 
amon'f  his  fellowmen. 


[^  ORACE  M.  WICKHAM.  The  life  of  this 
gentleman,  whose  history  is  herein  sketched, 
lias  been  spent  largely  amid  the  scenes  of 
frontier  life,  in  the  double  cxjwrience  of 
frontier  soldier  and  pioneer  settler.  He  is  one  of 
the  most  successful  of  the  older  residents,  and  is 
not  unknown  in  the  annals  of  the  history  of  the 
district  in  which  he  resides.  He  continues  to 
operate  along  the  line  of  general  farming  160  acres 
of  excellent  agricultural  land,  situated  on  section 
3  of  Blakely  Township. 

The  residence  of  our  subject  in  this  county 
dates  from  the  year  1859,  and  having  been  in  the 
militia  service  several  years,  he  took  advantage  of 
the  Homestead  Act  and  settled  as  above.  During 
his  time  of  service  he  was  stationed  at  Pawnee, 
Little  Blue  and  Ft.  Kearnej',  and  engaged  in  a  num- 
ber of  skirmishes  and  more  serious  battles  with  the 
Indians  that  have  given  him  quite  an  experience 
in  this  line,  and  furnish  one  of  the  most  thrilling 
chapters  of  his  history.  Upon  leaving  military  serv- 
ice and  settling  upon  his  farm,  he  brought  with 
bim  all  the  enterprise,  determination  and  spirit  that 
have  made  hira  successfid  as  a  soldier,  and  in  due 
time  reaped  his  reward  in  the  sucscess  that  crowns 
his  efforts. 

The  father  of  our  subject,  Thomas  Wickham, 
was  a  farmer  by  occupation,  and  a  native  of  New 
Jersey.  He  was  born  on  Long  Island  in  the  year 
1797,  but  spent  his  boyish  d.ays  in  the  above-named 
State,  removing  thence  to  Ohio  and  settling  in 
Muskegon  Counti*.  He  became  the  husband  of 
Miss  Clarissa  Zane  in  the  year  1824.  This  lady 
was  a  native  of  Ohio,  and  daughter  of  Isaac  Zane, 
the  gentleman  who  first  settled  on  the  site  and 
platted  the  town  of  Zanesville.  Mr.  Wickham,  Sr., 
and  family  continued  tu  live  as  above  until  the 
year  1845,  when  they  journe3'ed  overland  by  wagon 
and  te:im  to  Missouri,  making  their  home  first  in 
Andrew  and  later  in  Holt  County.     Mr.  Wickham 
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was  removed  from  his  family  by  death  at  the  age 
of  fiftj'-six  years,  while  living  in  Andrew  County, 
in  the  year  1853.  Mrs.  Wickham  is  still  living, 
and  makes  her  home  with  her  children  in  Nebraska. 
Although  she  has  reached  the  adv.anced  age  of 
eighty-four  years,  she  still  enjo3's  a  large  measure 
of  health  and  strength. 

The  native  State  of  our  subject  is  Ohio,  there  he 
was  born  Sept.  2,  1832,  in  Licking  County.  He 
was  thirteen  years  of  age  when  his  parents  removed 
to  Missouri,  where  he  finished  his  education  and 
began  to  work  upon  the  farm,  continuing  this  until 
he  arrived  at  man's  estate;  thence  he  went  to  Iowa 
in  185G,  and  for  two  years  lived  at  Glenwood, 
and  at  the  end  of  that  time  came  to  this  State, 
although  he  did  not  finally  settle  down  to  farm- 
ing until  1865,  after  the  military  experience  noted 
above. 

Upon  the  8th  of  May,  1H59,  our  subject  was 
married,  at  Bear  Creek,  three  miles  northeast  of 
Beatrice,  to  Miss  Lavinia  Young,  b}'  Nathan  Blake- 
ley,  then  acting  as  Probate  Judge.  This  was  the 
first  marriage  celebrated  in  the  county.  The  lady 
of  his  choice  was  a  native  of  Kentucky,  although 
educated  and  brought  up  in  Iowa.  At  the  age  of 
twenty-four  years  she  came  to  Nebraska,  and  after 
a  time  formed  the  acquaintance  that  resulted  in 
her  marriage.  The  same  year  of  her  marriage 
she  went  with  her  husband  to  the  State  of  Colo- 
rado, and  was  taken  sick  near  South  Park,  in  the 
mountain  district,  and  died  on  the  7th  of  August, 
1860,  while  apparently  in  the  prime  and  strength  of 
her  life  and  womanhood :    she  left  no  children. 

Mr.  Wickham  contracted  a  second  alliance  while 
at  St.  Joseph,  Mo.,  the  name  of  the  lady  being  Mrs. 
Isabel  Bebee,  nee  Alexander,  a  native  of  Ohio, 
where  she  lived  until  her  marriage  with  Mr.  Perry 
Bebee.  After  her  marriage  she  came  to  Gage 
County,  Neb.,  with  her  husband  and  only  son. 
They,  while  traveling  en  route  to  Santa  Fe,  were 
attacked  by  Indians  in  the  Smoky  Hills,  who  stopped 
the  train,  and  massacred  the  crew  and  passengers, 
among  them  the  husband  and  son  of  Mrs.  Bebee. 
After  this  tragic  event  Mrs.  Bebee  removed  to  Illi- 
nois, and  shortly  before  her  marriage  to  St.  Joseph. 
She  died  at  the  Blakely  Township  farm  in  1873, 
leaving  two  children,   wlio  were  named  Clarissa  and 


Frank;  the  former  is  keeping  house  for  her  father, 
and  the  latter,  also  at  home,  assists  upon  the  farm. 
By  her  former  husband  Mrs.  Wickham  gave  birth 
to  a  daughter,  who  is  the  wife  of  William  Connoly, 
a  prosperous  farmer  in  Grant  Township. 

Quite  naturally,  from  his  long  residence  and  ex- 
tensive experience,  our  subject  has  figured  quite 
prominently  in  the  history  of  the  county  during  its 
development,  and,  besides  township  offices,  was 
County  Commissioner  for  three  years.  With  his 
wife  he  was  a  member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church,  and  they  enjoyed,  as  he  continues  to  do, 
the  very  hearty  esteem  of  the  church  and  com- 
munity at  large.  In  matters  of  civic  import  and 
State  Government,  as  in  general  political  affairs,  he 
is  ever  a  stanch  Republican,  and  has  always  devoted 
his  best  energies  to  tiie  success  of  his  party. 


^}^_ 


EDWARD  HELLER,  one  of  the  oldest  pio- 
neers of  Highland  Township,  settled  on  his 
present  farm  on  section  7  in  the  spring  of 
1874.  His  birthplace  and  early  home  were  on  the 
other  side  of  the  Atlantic,  in  the  little  Province  of 
Hanover,  Germany,  where  he  first  opened  his  eyes 
to  the  light  Sept.  19,  1836.  His  parents,  William 
and  Catherine  (Kuhl)  Heller,  were  of  German  birth 
and  parentage,  and  he  was  their  elder  child.  Their 
family  included  a  boy  and  girl ;  the  latter  is  now 
residing  in  Philadelphia,  Pa. 

The  laws  and  customs  of  the  Fatherland  required 
the  children  of  all  citizens,  both  rich  and  poor,  to 
enter  school  at  an  early  age,  where  they  prosecute 
their  studies  usually  until  fourteen  years  old. 
Young  Edward  was  no  exception  to  this  rule,  and 
consequently  acquired  a  good  education  in  his 
mother  tongue.  He  continued  in  Germany  until  a 
man  of  thirty  years,  and  then,  not  being  satisfied 
with  his  condition  or  his  prospects,  resolved  to  emi- 
grate to  a  country  which  held  out  better  induce- 
ments to  the  enterprising  and  industrious  citizen. 
In  the  fall  of  1866  he  took  passage  at  the  port  of 
Bremen  on  a  sailing-vessel,  and  after  a  tedious 
ocean  voyage  of  fifty-three  days  set  foot  first  upon 
American  soil  in  the  citj'  of  New  York. 

Mr.  Heller,  leaving  the  Empire  State  shortly  after- 
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ward  migrated  to  Philadelphia,  Pa.,  and  prosecuted 
his  trade  of  bricklayer  in  that  city  for  a  period  of 
five  years.  The  young  an<l  growing  State  of  Ne- 
braska was  now  coming  into  prominence  as  a  desir- 
able place  for  the  man  of  limited  means,  and  our 
subject  concluded  to  seek  the  farther  West.  First 
locating  in  Lincoln,  he  followed  his  trade  for  a  time, 
in  the  meantime  saving  what  he  could  of  his  earn- 
ings, which  he  purposed  to  invest  in  land.  About 
1875  he  purchased  160  acres  at  ^6  per  acie,  of  the 
Burlington  &  Missouri  River  Railroad  Company,  this 
land  lying  on  section  7,  in  Highland  Township.  He 
took  up  his  abode  in  a  shanty  on  the  raw  prairie 
when  a  furrow  had  not  been  turned  as  far  as  he 
could  see  around  him,  and  commenced  in  earnest  the 
improvement  of  his  property.  By  the  exercise  of 
the  most  rigid  economj',  and  the  industry  which  is 
one  of  the  characteristics  of  his  excellent  German 
ancestry,  he  in  time  began  to  realize  those  results 
which  are  ever  attendant  upon  him  who  is  willing 
to  labor  and  to  wait.  The  splendid  homestead 
which  the  admiring  traveler  views  to-day  is  a  stand- 
ing monument  to  his  resolution  and  perseverance, 
and  is  numbered  among  the  valuable  estates  of  this 
region.  As  a  business  man  and  a  citizen  Mr. 
Heller  has  acquitted  himself  most  admirably,  hav- 
ing been  prompt  to  meet  his  obligations  and  con- 
ducting his  business  affairs  in  that  straightforward 
manner  which  has  won  him  the  confidence  and  es- 
teem of  all  wlio  know  him. 

Our  subject  while  a  resident  of  Philadelphia  was 
united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Lina  Busman,  the 
wedding  taking  place  Dec.  12,  1869.  Mrs  Heller 
was  born  not  far  from  the  early  home  of  her  hus- 
band, in  Hanover,  Germany,  on  the  23d  of  April, 
1844,  and  is  the  daughter  of  George  and  Lena  Bus- 
man, who  were  of  German  birth  and  ancestry;  the 
father  spent  his  last  years  in  Germany.  The  mother 
is  with  our  subject;  she  was  born  in  1800.  Mr.  H. 
is  a  member  in  good  standing  of  the  Lutheran 
Church,  and  after  becoming  a  naturalized  citizen 
identified  himself  with  the  Democratic  party,  which 
he  still  supports.  He  was  present  at  the  organiza- 
tion of  Highland  Township,  and  was  electeil  its  first 
Supervisor.  He  is  at  present  a  Director  in  his 
school  district,  is  serving  his  third  term,  and  ac- 
quitting himself  with  satisfaction  to  those  con- 
%^— ' 


cerned.  Although  not  the  hero,  perhaps,  of  any 
very  thrilling  event,  he  has  distinguished  himself  as 
a  peaceable  and  law-abiding  citizen,  and  in  the 
establishment  of  one  of  the  finest  farms  in  his  town- 
ship, has  thus  added  to  its  advancement  and  pros- 
perity. 

^^^EORGE  F.  COLLINS.  The  stranger  to 
iff  g—  Western  life  is  frequently  surprised  in  tak- 
^^4  '"g  li's  initial  journey  in  such  districts  to 
observe  the  advanced  state  of  "civilization,"  as  they 
usually  persist  in  calling  it.  so  apparent  in  the  met- 
ropolitan, suburban,  and  even  remote  rural  districts, 
when,  upon  journeying  to  some  farm  far  removed 
from  the  bustling,  noisy  city,  they  are  greatly'  sur- 
prised to  be  introduced  into  homes  as  hamlsomc 
architecturally,  and  evincing  in  their  interior  deco- 
ration, furnishing  and  embellishment  the  presence 
of  some  mind  trained  to  high  perfection  of  artistic 
discernment,  and  naturally  possessed  of  every  in- 
stinct of  refinement  ami  culture.  Into  such  a  home 
it  is  our  pleasure  to  introduce  the  reader,  also  to 
present  some  of  the  more  salient  features  in  the  life 
of  its  owner,  the  gentleman  whose  name  appears  at 
the  head  of  this  sketch. 

Mr.  Collins  comes  of  an  ancestry  successful  in 
life,  honorable  in  career,  and  heroic  in  national  loy- 
alty. The  fatiier  of  our  subject  was  Moses  F.  Col- 
lins, and  was  born  at  Windsor,  Vt.,  of  English 
ancestr}',  his  immediate  progenitors  having  settled 
in  Vermont  in  the  Colonial  days,  when  the  English 
standard  floated  from  the  llagstaflf,  before  the  stars 
and  stripes  were  devised.  The  maiden  name  of  the 
mother  of  our  subject  was  Mary  Wade,  a  native  of 
Connecticut,  and  a  cousin  of  Benjamin  Wade  of 
historic  memory.  She  was  the  mother  of  seven 
children,  three  of  whom  were  girls,  and  after  a  happy 
wedded  life  of  sixty-three  years  died,  in  1879,  at 
the  ripe  age  of  eighty  years. 

The  father  of  our  subject  removed  with  his  par- 
ents to  Waj'ne  County,  N.  Y.,  while  still  young, 
and  was  there  educated.  He  received  all  the  ad- 
vantages of  a  good  and  thorough  education,  and 
one  that  in  after  years  greatly  enhanced  his  success. 
One  of  his  schoolmates  was  he  who  afterward  be- 
came Gov.  Dewitt  Clinton,  who,  while  in  iliat  otHce, 
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gave  to  his  schoolmate  the  commission  of  Colonel 
of  Militia,  and  at  the  head  of  his  regiment  Col. 
Collins  fonght  in  the  War  of  1812  with  Gen.  Win- 
field  Scott,  and,  among  other  engagements,  that  of 

.  the  terrible  battle  of  Lundy's  Lane.  His  military 
address  and  bravery  wore  such  in  the  estimation  of 
his  superior  officers  as  to  warrant  special  mention 
of  the  same  in  their  dispatches.  In  1834  he  settled 
with  his  family  near  Ann  Arbor,  Mich.,  wLere  they 
were  in  the  midst  of  the  hardships,  privations  and 
difficulties  of  pioneer  life.  He  took  all  his  family 
with  him,  and  one  child  was  born  during  their  life 
there.  He  was  a  man  very  positive  in  both  his  be- 
lief and  disbelief,  and  was  an  old-line  Abolitionist. 
He  died  in  1878,  with  the  distinctive  honor  of  be- 
ing the  last  of  Lhe  veteran  heroes  of  Lundy's  Lane 
to  pass  through  the  "dark  valley."  This  honor  was 
at  one  time  nearly  being  deprived  him,  owing  to  a 
duel  he  was  to  fight  with  one  of  the  adjutants,  but 
for  the  hai)py  connivance  of  the  seconds,  who  so 
placed  the  duelists  that  the  shedding  of  blood 
was  almost  an  impossibility.  But  for  this  his  career 
might  have  been  cut  short  in  those  years  that  sup- 
ply the  military  experiences. 

Our  subject  was  the  youngest  son  born  to  Col. 
Collins;  this  happy  event  occurred  on  the  21st  of 
Mai-ch,  1834,  at  Rose,  Wayne  Co.,  N.  Y.  He  was 
eight  months  old  when  the  family  removed  to 
Michigan,  and  the  first  impression  upon  his  mem- 
ory of  places,  events  and  jjcople  upon  the  revivable 
plates  of  memory  is  connected  with  this  Michigan 
home.  His  father,  being  very  anxious  that  his  chil- 
dren should  receive  a  very  good  education,  was  es- 
pecially careful  to  provide  the  same.  He  was  first 
initiated  into  the  classes  of  the  common  schools  and 
subsequently  attended  the  Ann  Arbor  High  School. 
At  the  age  of  tweuty-one  he  went  to  St.  Clair,  Mich., 
and  there  studied  law  with  Marcus  H.  Miles,  and 
after  passing  a  rigid  and  lengthy  examination  he 
was  admitted  to  the  bar  at  the  age  of  twenty-four, 
and  began  immediately  to  practice  law  in  St.  Clair 
County,  and  it  was  not  verj'  many  months  before 
he  had  a  very  extensive  clientage. 

The  practice  of  law  was  not  entirely  congenial 
to  our  subject,  although  his  mind  was  of  that  ana- 
lytical cast  that  delights  itself  in  the  elucidation  of 
difficult  and  often  paradoxical  points,  and  is  never 


more  at  home  than  when  following  the  ratiocination 
of  evidence  or  argument.  It  was  not  very  long, 
therefore,  before  he  left  his  profession  to  enter 
upon  a  political  career,  which  has  in  more  than  one 
instance  surpassed  his  expectation.  Previous,  how- 
ever, to  this  secession  from  the  profession,  he  was 
elected  Clerk  of  his  county,  in  the  year  1859,  and 
was  on  record  as  the  youngest  to  hold  that  position. 
This  election  was  noteworthy  because  the  county 
was  strongly  Republican,  and  he  ran  upon  the  Dem- 
ocratic ticket,  and  yet  was  elected  by  a  large  major- 
ity; and  what  is  even  more  noticeable  was  that 
under  similar  circumstances  he  was  re-elected  by  an 
increased  majority. 

As  a  result  of  unanimity  of  sentiment,  our  sub- 
ject and  Miss  Elvira  L.Gould  entered  the  felicitous 
relation  of  husband  and  wife,  March  23,  1854, 
at  St.  Clair,  Mich.,  our  subject  being  at  that  time 
twenty  years  of  age.  This  lady  is  the  daughter  of 
Joseph  and  Elmira  (Tolcott)  Gould.  Upon  her 
mother's  side  she  is  of  English  extraction.  It  was 
her  misfortune  never  to  know  her  father,  who  died 
before  she  was  born.  By  a  previous  marriage  her 
father  was  the  parent  of  three  children ;  by  this  the 
wife  of  our  subject  and  her  twin  sister.  Elmira,  who 
became  the  wife  of  George  Carlton,  whose  home  is 
near  St.  Clair,  Mich.  They  are  the  parents  of  eight 
children.  Mrs.  Carlton  died  at  Des  Moines,  in  the 
year  1880.  The  wife  of  our  subject  was  born  June 
22,  1833,  at  Williston,  Vt.  Her  mother  settled  in 
Madrid  Township,  St.  Lawrence  Co.,  N.  Y.,  when 
her  daughters  were  five  years  of  age.  Here  they 
enjoyed  the  privilege  of  the  rate  schools  until  they 
were  thirteen,  after  that  attending  a  select  school  at 
Troy,  N.  Y.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Collins  are  the  parents 
of  two  sons,  who  have  been  named  Charles  F.  and 
George  C.  The  younger  died  at  the  age  of  eight- 
een months. 

In  the  offices  to  which  our  subject  was  elected  he 
so  conducted  affairs  that  he  grew  in  public  favor, 
and  was  shortly  elected  Supervisor,  Circuit  Court 
Commissioner  and  County  Assessor.  These  offices 
extended  over  a  long  period  of  the  nineteen  years 
of  his  residence  at  St.  Clair,  and  during  that  period 
it  is  needless  to  add  his  friends  were  very  numer- 
ous. In  1870  he  became  the  Secretary  of  the  Michi- 
gan Midland  Railroad  Company,  and  served  them 
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ill  that  capacity  until  the  financial  crisis  in  1873.  in 
wliich  he  sustained  a  very  heavy  loss,  and  was  the 
immediate  cause  of  his  determination  to  come  West. 
In  1874,  while  it  was  yet  spring.  Mr.  Collins  came 
to  this  State  and  purchased  320  acres  of  unimproved 
land.  His  son  w.is  at  that  time  a  young  man  nine- 
teen years  of  age,  and  this  course  of  action  was  de- 
cided partlj-  on  his  account. 

Pioneer  life,  although  brightened  by  a  thousand 
unexpected  glints  of  the  sunliglit  of  happiness,  is 
hard  at  the  very  easiest,  even  to  those  best  prepared 
for  and  most  inured  to  it.  but  in  the  case  of  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Collins,  whose  acquaintance  with  farm 
life  was  practically  nil,  the  transition  from  the  gay. 
social  city  life  of  St.  Clair  to  the  comparatively 
lonely,  unbroken  prairie,  was  a  transformation  suf- 
ficient to  discourage  the  stoutest  heart  and  turn 
back  the  most  resolute.  It  was  in  this  hour  that 
the  sterling  worth  and  affection  of  his  faithful  wife 
were  revealed,  and  by  the  mutual  inspiration  and 
strengthening  of  purpose  the  original  plan  was 
adhered  to,  and  after  repeated  failure,  defeat  and 
difficulty,  the  golden  harvest  of  success  was  reaped. 
By  the  fall  of  that  year  he,  who  had  never  previ- 
ously broken  a  single  acre,  had  broken  seventy ;  the 
reflex  influence  of  this  struggle  and  victory  was 
such  as  to  make  itself  felt  in  their  home,  and  in  the 
happy  development  and  upbuilding  of  each  in  the 
individual  character.  AVho  but  those  who  have 
passed  through  the  same  experience  can  realize  the 
loneliness,  the  homesickness,  the  hardship  and  pri- 
vation of  that  experience. 

Later,  owing  to  the  drouth  and  ravages  of  the 
grasshopper  plague,  our  subject  transferred  his  land 
back  to  the  railroad  compaii}',  from  whom  it  had 
been  purchased,  and  in  1882  purch.ised  his  present 
homestead,  which  comprises  108  acres  on  section  4 
of  Nemaha  Township,  subsequently  purch.asing  also 
165  acres  on  section  3,  and  160  on  section  o,  all 
owned  b^'  our  subject  and  his  son  Charles,  and  op- 
erated by  them  jointly.  Despite  all  the  experiences 
and  disappointments,  our  subject  retains  all  the 
vigor  and  activity  of  the  days  when  he  first  started 
in  life's  race.  He  was  deeply  interested  and  pro- 
portionately energetic  in  his  endeavors  to  introduce 
township  organization  in  Gage  County  in  1884.  He 
w:is  elected  Supervisor  of  his  townshii)  in  Novem- 


ber, 1885,  and  has  continued  to  hold  the  ollicc  ever 
since.  His  iKjIilical  sympathies  and  influence  are 
always  in  the  interest  of  the  Democratic  party,  and 
yet  at  all  times  his  manhood  determines  rather 
upon  the  line  of  principle  than  party,  where  his 
sufifrage  shall  be  placed. 

As  before  remarked,  although  living  in  the  Far 
West,  and  in  a  country  still  largely  undevcloi)cd, 
and  in  the  formative  era  of  its  history,  thanks  to  the 
innate  refinement  and  love  of  the  beautiful,  the 
true  esthetic,  of  Mrs.  Collins,  their  home  is  in  its 
arrangements  and  appointments  upon  a  par  with,  if 
not  in  advance  of,  many  in  Eastern  cities  making 
far  more  preteirtions  to  such  effect.  Socially,  our 
subject  is  connected  with  the  Masonic  fraternity, 
and  is  a  member  of  the  Livingston  Lodge  No.  66, 
of  Firth,  and  it  is  evident  from  his  life  that  he  has 
been  ever  mindful  of  and  constantly  walking  in  the 
light  of  its  tri-lumiiious  altar. 


ellAULKS  CliUSE.  If  the  late  war  revealed 
nothing  more,  it  certainly  did  make  mani- 
fest the  fact  that  the  American  people  on 
either  side  of  Miison  and  Dixon's  line  were  men  of 
hearts,  brains  and  heroism.  Among  those  who 
have  borne  the  brunt  of  the  conflict,  toiled  and  suf- 
fered in  camp  and  on  m.arch,  in  behalf  of  the  Union, 
is  the  subject  of  the  present  sketch,  now  engaged 
in  the  more  (jeaceful  avocation  of  farming  on  sec- 
tion  21  of  Liberty  Township. 

Franklin  County,  Ind..  was  the  place  where,  upon 
the  23d  of  September.  183"J.  our  subject  made  his 
debut  into  life.  His  father,  Henry  Cruse,  now 
deceased,  was  a  native  of  Germany,  and  emigrated 
to  this  country  at  an  early  day.  The  maiden  name 
of  his  wife  was  Christina  Miller.  She  was  born 
in  Germany,  and  there  she  was  married  to  the 
father  of  our  sul»ject.  They  became  the  parents  of 
five  children,  our  subject  being  the  youngest  child. 

The  only  education  received  by  our  subject  was 
that  obtainable  in  the  public  school,  and  of  this  he 
had  full  advantage,  its  tasks  being  supphniiented  by 
various  "chores"  and  minor  tasks  uiioii  the  farm  or 
among  the  stock,  so  that  he  was  in  some  measure 
prepared  for  the  battle   of  life.     From  the  time  of 
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his  leaving  school  in  Franklin  County,  Inrl.,  until 
the  outbreak  of  the  war,  he  was  engaged  at  farming 
in  Indiana. 

When  the  bugle  note  of  war  was  heard  tlirougb- 
out  the  land,  in  response  to  the  reverberating 
echoes  of  the  crashing  thunder  of  the  cannon  and 
mortars  before  Ft.  Sumter,  Mr.  Cruse  was  one  to 
step  forward  in  response.  He  enlisted  on  the  13th 
of  Octolier,  1862,  in  Company  M,  3d  Indiana  Cav- 
alry, for  a  term  of  two  and  a  half  years,  and  during 
that  period  was  engaged  in  quite  a  large  number  of 
battles,  beside  lesser  engagements.  Among  these 
might  be  mentioned  the  battles  of  Big  Spring,  Tenn., 
Wautauga  River  Bridge,  Morristown,  Resaca,  AU 
toona  Pass,  Sand  Creek  Station.  Jonesboro,  Van 
Worth,  Ga.,  Sisters  Ferry  and  Eversboro,  S.  C. 
He  served  during  ihe  greater  part  of  the  time  as 
Duty  Sergeant,  having  received  promotion  to  that 
grade.  At  Jonesboro  he  was  one  of  the  hundred 
who  volunteered  to  cut  the  railroad  near  that  place. 
This  exploit  was  conducted  from  first  to  last  under 
fire;  the  band  divided  into  two  parties,  each  of 
fifty  men,  the  one  to  do  their  work  of  destruction 
upon  the  railroad,  the  other  to  do  theirs  upon  the 
enemy.  Their  work  was  done  and  their  object  at- 
tained without  the  loss  of  one  man.  excepting  that 
one  was  captured  but  effected  his  escape  the  same 
night. 

Mr.  Cruse  became  the  husband  of  Sophia  Clark 
on  Sept  14,  1865.  at  his  home  in  Indiana.  This 
lady  is  the  daughter  of  Thomas  and  Jane  Clark, 
of  Pawnee  County,  Neb.,  and  was  born  on  the  25th 
of  December,  1 843.  Her  parents  were  born  in  En- 
gland. There  have  come  to  the  home  of  our 
subject  six  children,  whose  n'lmes  are  recorded  as 
follows:  Melinda  I.,  Elnora,  Charles  M.,  Mary  E., 
Lula  M.  and  Henry  E.  Their  eldest  daughter  has 
become  the  wife  of  Edward  Bookwalter,  of  this 
township,  and  has  two  children  ;  Elnora  is  now  Mrs- 
Jacob  Patterson,  also  of  this  township,  and  is  the 
mother  of  a  little  son. 

Our  subject  came  to  this  county  in  the  year  1866, 
and  settled  upon  a  branch  of  the  Mission  Creek  in 
the  township  of  tiiat  name,  and  removed  thence  to 
Liberty  Township  in  1883,  and  to  his  present  farm 
in  the  month  of  May,  1887.  He  is  the  owner  of 
r    160  acres  of  fine  land,  admirably  adapted  to  his  re- 


quirements, and  operated  in  the  interests  of  grain  and 
stock.  He  also  holds  a  half-interest  with  William 
Garrison  in  a  fine  steam  thrashing-machine,  having 
a  capacity  of  2,000  bushels  a  day,  and  with  this  he 
has  quite  an  extensive  business  outside  his  own 
farm  work. 

Somewhat  removed  from  the  more  busy  circles 
of  city  life,  our  subject  finds  sufficient  to  absorb 
the  greater  part  of  his  time  and  attention  in  the 
duties  devolving  upon  him  in  connection  with  his 
chosen  calling,  and  does  not  take  any  special  part 
in  political  agitation.  He  is  a  gentleman  of  enter- 
prise, energj'  and  exacting  perseverance,  and  is 
regarded  as  a  worthy  and  valued  citizen. 


WILLIAM  J.  MAXWELL.  Lincoln  Town- 
ship contained  no  more  valued  and  re- 
spected citizen  than  the  subject  of  this 
sketch,  now  deceased.  This  sad  event  occurred  on 
the  23d  of  March,  1883,  and  about  eight-  months 
after  he  had  come  to  the  State,  but  in  spite  of  his 
short  residence  here  his  life  and  character  had  so 
commended  themselves  that  he  possessed  many 
friends  in  the  district.  He  was  the  owner  of  320 
acres  of  land  on  section  11.  This  he  had  paid  for 
before  he  died.  He  took  up  this  land  when  partly 
improved. 

Previous  to  living  in  this  State  Mr.  Maxwell 
had  been  a  resident  of  Lenox  Township,  Warren 
Co.,  111.,  where  he  had  lived  for  some  twenty 
years,  engaged  in  farming,  and  enjoyed  unqualified 
success.  He  was  born  near  Baltimore  on  the  10th 
of  September,  1 830,  and  is  the  son  of  Thomas  and 
Margaret  Maxwell,  natives  of  Maryland.  When 
his  parents  removed  to  Schuyler  County,  111.,  our 
subject  was  about  six  years  of  age;  while  living 
there  the  father  of  our  subject  died.  William  J. 
was  reared  to  manhood,  and  from  the  time  of  re- 
ceiving his  education  gave  his  attention  to  learn- 
ing the  blacksmith  trade,  but  was  compelled  to 
leave  work  on  account  of  weakness  of  the  eyes, 
that  was  constantly  irritated  and  made  worse  by 
the  brightness  and  glare  inseparable  from  forge 
work.  While  living  in  Peoria  County.  111.,  in  the 
earlier  settlement,  they  had  complete  knowledge  of 
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the  trouMe  with  the  Mormons,  then  prevailing  in 
tliat  section  of  tiie  country. 

It  was  the  pleasure  of  our  subject  to  meet  and 
form  acquaintance  with  a  lady  living  near  Yates 
City,  Knox  Co.,  111.  This  acquaintance  rapidly- 
ripened  into  a  more  absorbing  sentiment,  and  they 
were  united  in  marriage  on  the  22(1  of  March, 
1855.  This  lady,  Mahalia  M.  Sayler,  was  born  on 
the  30th  of  April,  1832,  and  is  the  daughter  of 
John  and  Margaret  (Miller)  Sayler,  natives  of 
Somerset  County,  Pa.,  and  of  Dutch  ancestry. 
Mr.  Sayler  was  married  in  Pennsylvania,  and  there 
settled,  but  removed  shortly  after  the  birth  of  the 
fourth  child,  to  Stark  County,  Ohio,  where  their 
daughter  Mahalia  was  born,  as  noted  above;  there 
also  her  mother  died,  in  1841,  aged  forty-five  years. 
In  1848  the  father  removed  with  his  family  to 
Illinois,  locating  near  what  is  now  Yates  City,  but 
then  entirely  minus  anything  indicating  the  pres- 
ence of  any  such  center.  There  the  father  died 
Sept.  1,  1849,  aged  about  sixty-two  years.  Mr. 
Sayler  and  his  wife  were  members  of  the  Lutheran 
Church  from  childhood,  in  which  they  always  con- 
tinued. In  his  political  position  Mr.  Sayler  was 
identified  with  the  Democratic  party,  and  had  con- 
tinued so  for  many  years. 

Mrs.  Maxwell,  the  wife  of  our  subject,  was  the 
youngest  of  a  family  of  twelve  children,  six  of 
them  being  sons.  Eight  members  of  the  family 
lived  to  come  to  years  of  maturity.  Her  parents 
afforded  their  daughter  an  opportunity  of  obtaining 
an  English  education  in  the  common  schools.  She 
has  presented  her  husband  with  six  children,  but 
two  of  them  are  deceased ;  viz:  George  M.  and 
William  J.,  Jr.  Those  still  living  are:  Edwin  J.,  a 
thrifty  and  successful  young  man  engaged  in  farm- 
ing in  Gage  County;  Lora  M.,  now  the  wife  of 
Lewis  A.  Maginnis,  of  Beatrice,  who  is  by  trade  a 
plasterer;  Charles  G.  and  Cora  B.,  at  home. 

Our  subject  entered  the  military  service  and 
continued  for  about  nine  months,  and  was  in  the 
battle  of  Nashville  and  all  the  engagements  of  that 
campaign.  He  was  with  Sherman  in  his  march. 
For  some  time  he  lay  in  the  hospital  sick,  and  dur- 
ing that  short  time  his  health  was  completely  under- 
mined, and  possibly  supplied  tlie  genesis  of  his  hist 
sickness.     He  was  all  his  life  -i  very  stanch  Itepub- 


lican,  and  cast  his  vote  consistently  for  its  candi- 
dates.  In  this  example  his  sons  are  following  hinj. 
planting  theif  feet  in  the  print  of  his  footsteps,  and 
seeking  to  fashion  their  lives  after  his. 

Since  the  death  of  the  husband  and  father  the 
bereaved  wife  has  nobly  stood  by  her  children  and 
provided  everything  really  needed  by  them.  She 
lias  conducted  in  a  most  able  and  intelligent  man- 
ner every  department  of  the  farm  work,  h.as  under- 
taken and  perfected  quite  a  number  of  improve- 
ments, and  has  been  enabled  to  educate  her  children 
and  provide  for  their  start  in  life.  During  the 
blizzard  of  1888  Mrs.  Maxwell's  home  was  nearly 
bereaved  of  two  other  of  its  inmates.  Upon  the 
12th  of  January  of  the  present  year  the  weather 
was  unusually  warm  and  bright  for  the  seiison,  and 
there  seemed  to  be  no  indication  of  any  immediate 
change.  Edwin  and  Charles  G.,  sons  of  our  sub- 
ject, were  both  away  from  home  on  business,  the 
former  having  gone  aljout  six  miles  from  home 
with  a  team  and  buggy,  and  on  .account  of  the 
mildness  of  temperature  was  not  very  heavily-  clad. 
The  return  journey  was  accomplished  without  acci- 
dent until  he  was  within  about  two  miles  from 
home,  but  upon  a  ro.ad  that  had  not  been  much 
used,  and  had  no  side  fence.  Theie  the  storm 
struck  him,  and  for  some  time  was  so  intense  and 
fierce  as  to  make  it  well-nigh  impossible  for  him  to 
get  his  breath;  blinded  so  that  he  could  not  see  the 
team  he  was  driving,  he  was  forced  to  let  them 
take  their  own  w.iy.  Under  these  circumstances, 
and  with  every  track  obliterated  by  the  falling, 
tossing,  swiftly  whirling  snow,  it  is  not  to  be  won- 
dered at  that  they  missed  the  road,  and  by-and-by 
found  themselves  in  a  very  heavy  drift  in  one  of 
the  frequent  "draws"  in  the  land.  Here  he  left  his 
vehicle  and  sought  to  lead  his  team  out  if  possible; 
but  again  he  w.as  baflled,  and  his  team  becoming 
frightened  he  became  separated  from  them,  and  it 
was  beyond  his  power  to  find  tliein  in  that  raging 
storm.  He  wandered  on,  plunging,  stumbling,  fall- 
ing through  the  snow,  and  presently  by  most  provi- 
dential good  fortune  happened  to  strike  a  haysUack. 
a  small  part  of  the  toiJ  of  which  the  wind  had 
blown  off.  Under  this  he  crept,  damp  and  almost 
frozen,  but  it  affonled  siielter  enough  to  retain  the 
animal  warmth,  and  he  became  comparatively  com- 
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fortable;  by  this  menus  he  escaped,  but  very  nar- 
rowly, with  his  life,  which  was  despairerl  of  forsotne 
time  after  his  rescue  the  next  day.  Even  then  it 
was  supposed  he  would  have  to  lose  his  feet,  but 
here  again  his  pluck,  determination  and  force  of 
will  saved  him,  .ind  he  is  fully  recovered,  so  far  as 
that  is  concerned,  but  his  constitution  has  been  per- 
manently weakened  by  the  strain.  His  team,  which 
was  quite  valuable,  and  to  which  he  was  deeply 
attached,  was  frozen  in  one  of  the  many  drifts. 

Charles  G.,the  other  son,  also  had  a  very  narrow 
but  happy  escape,  which  he  owes  to  the  fact  that 
he  was  on  a  better  road,  and  on  horseback.  He 
succeeded  in  getting  home  late  in  the  night,  but 
only  by  an  exercise  of  will  power  entirely  beyond 
wliat  could  be  expected  of  one  of  his  years.  Com- 
ing finally  to  a  school-house  which  he  recognized, 
he  left  his  horse  and  warmed  himself  there,  and 
rested  until  he  was  equal  to  a  renewed  effort;  he 
then  plunged  once  more  into  the  midst  of  the  storm, 
and  by  following  the  fence  closely  at  last  reached 
home  and  his  mother's  side.  Slie  was,  of  course, 
exceedingly  anxious,  well-nigh  to  despair,  about  her 
sons.  Upon  his  arrival  at  home  it  was  discovered 
that  his  clothing  was  frozen  to  him,  and  had  to  be 
literally  cut  from  his  almost  frozen  bod3'.  Only 
by  strictest  care,  most  careful  nursing  and  medical 
attendance,  was  he  saved  from  an  awful  death,  but 
like  his  brother  he  recovered  after  a  short  sickness, 
but  must  many  years,  and  perhaps  for  the  remain- 
der of  his  life,  feel  the  effects  of  this  exposure. 


eLAUS  SIEMS.  The  subject  of  this  sketch 
owns  one  of  the  most  beautiful  farms  in 
Grant  Township,  lying  on  section  23,  and 
comprising  240  acres  of  highly  cultivated  land. 
This  he  redeemed  from  a  wild,  unbroken  tract, 
commencing  operations  thereon  in  the  spring  of 
1881.  Its  appearance  to-day  indicates  with  what 
industry  and  energy  he  has  labored,  and  is  highly 
characteristic  of  the  disposition  and  habits  of  the 
man.  He  came  to  this  county  in  the  spring  of 
1 876,  after  a  residence  of  ten  years  in  Logan  County, 
111.,  where  he  had  been  employed  as  a  mechanic 
in    the    furniture   house    of    Deming  &  Bree.     He 


first  leased  a  tract  of  land  in  Grant  Township  be- 
fore purchasing,  and  thus  gained  a  good  insight 
into  the  general  methods  of  agriculture. 

Our  subject  was  born  in  the  then  Kingdom  of  Han- 
over, Germany,  Feb.  11,  1841,  and  in  accordance 
with  the  laws  and  customs  of  the  German  Empire 
entered  school  when  a  little  lad  six  years  of  age, 
and  continued  his  studies  until  fourteen.  He  thus 
obtained  a  good  education  in  his  native  tongue. 
Upon  leaving  school  he  served  an  apprenticeship  at 
cabinet-making,  and  followed  this  occupation  until 
emigrating  to  America.  After  crossing  the  Atlan- 
tic he  proceeded  westward  to  Fond  du  Lac,  Wis., 
where  he  secured  emploj'ment  in  a  door  factory, 
and  continued  thus  occupied  for  three  years.  He 
left  the  Badger  State  with  the  intention  of  estab- 
lishing a  homestead  of  his  own  in  the  agricultural 
regions  of  Southern  Nebraska. 

While  a  resident  of  Lincoln,  HI.,  Mr.  Siems  was 
married,  Feb.  19,  1873,  to  Miss  Linie  Weltzien, 
who  was  also  of  German  birth  and  parentage,  her 
early  home  having  been  in  the  Grand  Duchy  of 
Mecklenburg,  and  the  date  of  her  birth  Aug.  18, 
1849.  Her  father  died  in  Germany  when  compara- 
tively a  young  man,  and  she  accompanied  her 
mother  to  America  when  but  a  child  Ave  years  of 
age.  Like  our  subject  they  at  once  made  their  way 
to  the  young  State  of  Wisconsin,  whence  they 
removed  subsequently  to  Lincoln,  111.,  where  Mrs. 
S.  made  the  acquaintance  of  her  future  husband. 
Of  this  union  there  have  been  born  seven  children, 
all  living,  namely:  J.  Henry,  C.  Louis,  W.  F. 
Herman,  Frank  O.,  Anna  M.,  Louisa  S.  and  E. 
William.  They  are  growing  up  healthy  in  body 
and  mind,  and  are  being  taught  those  habits  of  in- 
dustry and  sound  principles  moral!}'  which  will 
make  of  them  reliable  citizens,  an  honor  to  their 
parents  and  useful  in  the  stations  to  which  Provi- 
dence assigns  them.  Mr.  Siems  after  becoming  a 
naturalized  citizen  identified  himself  with  the  Demo- 
cratic party,  whose  principles  he  uniformly  sup- 
ports at  the  general  elections.  During  his  five 
years'  residence  in  this- county  Mr.  Siems  has  identi- 
fied himself  with  its  agricultural  interests  in  a  most 
praiseworthy  manner,  and  the  farm  on  which  he  has 
effected  marked  improvements  is  the  best  monu- 
ment which  can  be  reared  to  his  industry  and  thrift, 
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those  elements  of  character  transmitter!  to  liim  from 
his  excellent  German  ancestry.  He  has  a  comfort- 
able dwelling,  ample  and  commodious  outhouses, 
suitable  for  the  shelter  of  stock  and  the  storage  of 
grain,  and  the  machinery  necessary'  for  carrying 
on  agriculture  in  the  most  profitable  manner. 


fOLNEY  S.  WHITTEMORE  is  numbered 
among  the  early  settlers  of  Nebraska,  hav- 
ing made  his  advent  into  this  county  in 
1860.  just  three  years  after  it  was  organized  as  a 
county,  with  Beatrice  for  its  county  seat.  He  was 
born  in  the  town  of  Rindge,  Cheshire  Co.,  N.  H., 
on  the  loth  of  March,  1838.  His  paternal  ances- 
tors were  natives  of  England,  who  had  come  to  the 
United  States  soon  after  the  lauding  of  the  Puri- 
tans on  the  rocky  coast  of  Massachusetts.  His 
maternal  ancestors  were  from  the  celebrated  High- 
lands of  Scotland,  and  were  also  early  settlers  in 
America,  the  great-grandfather  of  our  subject  hav- 
ing served  as  an  officer  in  the  Revolutionar}'  War. 
Among  the  engagements  in  which  he  participated 
we  mention  the  following:  The  battle  of  Trenton, 
which  occurred  on  the  26th  of  December,  1776,  in 
which  Washington  captured  1,000  Hessians;  the 
battle  of  Monmouth  Court-House,  on  tiie  28th  of 
June,  1778;  and  the  siege  of  Yorktown,  by  Wash- 
ington and  Count  DeGrasse,  which  ended  in  the 
surrender  of  Cornwallis,  with  7,000  men,  on  the 
19th  of  October,  1781.  Thfe  maternal  grandfather 
of  our  subject  was  also  in  the  Revolutionary  War, 
serving  as  a  waiter  boy  for  his  father.  His  name 
■was  Ebenezer  S.  Geer,  and  he  is  buried  at  Wor- 
cester, Mass.,  having  died  in  the  j'ear  1818. 

The  father  of  our  subject,  Prescott  Whittemore, 
was  born  in  Massachusetts,  in  which  State  he  spent 
his  early  years,  and  was  married  to  Miss  Lucy  Re- 
becca Geer.  They  made  their  home  in  their  native 
State  and  New  Hampshire  until  1838,  when  they 
came  to  the  great  undeveloped  West,  and  settled 
on  a  farm  in  McHenry  County,  III.,  where  they 
shared  the  hardships  of  pioneer  life  with  the  other 
early  settlers.  They  resided  in  Illinois  until  1861, 
at  which  time  they  came  to  Nebraska,  and  made 
their  home  for  the  remainder  of  their  days  in   this 


county.  Their  family  comprised  thirteen  children, 
of  whom  our  subject  is  the  youngest,  and  all  were 
born  either  in  Massachusetts  or  New  Hain|)shire. 
Young  Volney  was  but  nine  weeks  old  when  his 
family  moved  to  Illinois,  but  there  he  grew  toman- 
hood  and  developed  a  splendid  and  healthy  physique, 
as  is  generally  the  case  with  farm  boys. 

In  1859  our  subject  went  as  assistant  wagon- 
master  with  a  company  of  men  to  Salt  Lake  City, 
and  returned  to  his  home  in  the  fall  of  the  same 
year.  The  year  following  this  journey  he  came  to 
Nebraska,  and  having  friends  in  this  county  he 
naturally  preferred  to  make  his  homo  among  them 
rather  than  among  strangers.  For  a  time  he  en- 
gaged as  a  farm  hand,  then  in  freighting,  and  for 
several  years  he  had  charge  of  a  threshing-machine, 
in  connection  with  which  he  fed  the  first  bundle  of 
wheat  ever  fed  into  a  threshing-machine  in  this 
county.  In  1864  he  lost  some  of  his  friends  in  the 
Sioux  massacre,  on  the  Little  Blue  River,  an  event 
which  will  always  be  remembered  in  connection 
with  the  earl}'  settlement  of  this  State.  The  same 
year  he  purchased  some  land,  having  previously'  pre- 
empted a  piece,  which  he  then  began  to  improve. 
A  portion  of  the  land  now  owned  by  our  subject 
was  first  claimed  l)y  a  man  named  Joseph  Proud, 
who  was  a  peddler,  and  frequently  received  gold 
dust  in  exchange  for  his  wares.  His  "shanty"  was 
burned  in  Februar}-,  18G0,  and  in  the  spring  of 
1887,  while  a  son  of  our  subject  was  walking  over 
a  piece  of  plowed  ground  he  picked  up  a  piece  of 
glass.  He  happened  to  drop  it  and  it  broke  in  two, 
and  out  of  a  fissure  there  came  a  piece  of  gold, 
which  had  been  melted  into  the  gl.ass  twenty-seven 
years   previously,  or  at  the  burning  of  the  shant}'. 

In  18G8  Mr.  Whittemore  married  Miss  Susan  M. 
Sherrill,  who  was  born  in  Missouri  on  the  26th  of 
August,  1847,  and  is  a  daughter  of  Thomas  N. 
and  Mary  A.  (Blodgett)  Sherrill,  who  arc  natives 
of  Kentuck}'  and  Massachusetts  respectivel}'.  They 
moved  to  Missouri  and  thence  to  Nebraska  in  1860, 
making  their  home  in  this  county,  of  which  they 
are  still  respected  residents.  After  his  marriage 
our  subject  settled  on  his  farm,  now  consisting  of 
260  acres  of  well-improved  land  in  Midland  Town- 
ship, on  which  he  has  erected  a  good  residence,  but 
as  yet  no  barns.     Aside  from  the  general   produce 
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of  the  fields,   he  gives  attention  to  the  raising  of 
csittle,  hogfs  aiiri  live  stock  in  general. 

.Six  children  have  come  to  brighten  the  home  of 
onr  snh^ect  anfl  his  wife,  and  they  have  received 
the  names  of  Edna,  Charles  Henry,  Lucy  E.,  Ed- 
ward Herbert,  Ernestand  Eunice.  Mr.  Whittemore 
has  served  as  Assessor  of  his  township,  and  in  all 
public  affairs  he  is  desirous  that  what  is  done  shall 
be  done  for  the  benefit  of  the  community  in  which 
he  has  long  held  an  interest.  He  is  a  member  of 
the  Democratic  political  organization,  but  votes 
independently  of  his  party  when  he  finds  a  man  of 
superior  attainments  or  morality  to  be  the  candi- 
date of  the  opposing  party.  Recently  the  farm  be- 
longing to  our  subject,  situated  on  section  24. 
Midland  Township,  has  given  some  evidence  of 
being  enriched  by  a  bed  of  coal,  but  as  yet  it  has 
not  been  found  in  paying  quantities,  though  about 
the  sum  of  $600  has  been  spent  in  prospecting  for  it. 


u 


;ILLIAM  W.  LEIGHTON.  Section  1,5, 
Logan  Township,  is  the  property  of  the 
gentleman  whose  life  is  herein  succinctly 
sketched,  and  is  occupied  by  him  in  the  interests 
of  stock-raising  and  grain  farming,  and  is  one  of 
the  best  cultivated  and  well-stocked  farms  in  the 
county.  Mr.  Leighton  has  not  spent  his  years  in 
vain,  and  he  is  to-day  enjoying  in  his  beautiful 
home  the  results  of  former  years  of  labor.  His 
success  in  life  must  be  attributed  to  the  restless 
energy  that  was  continually  working  out  the  plans 
conceived  in  the  brain  which  had  been  by  educa- 
tion, thought  and  meditation,  rendered  more  acute, 
clear  and  forcible,  and  since  his  marriage  this  has 
been  supplemented  by  the  elevating,  cheering  and 
sustaining  influence  that  has  been  brought  into  his 
life  by  his  companion  and  life  partner,  a  lady  of 
more  than  usual  education,  culture,  and  innate  re- 
finement. 

The  father  of  our  subject,  Enoch  Leighton,  was 
born  in  Narragansett,  Me.,  in  the  year  1797.  In 
1814  he  removed  to  New  York  State,  where  he  fol- 
lowed farming  until  1835,  when  he  removed  to  La- 
grange  County,  Ind.,  where  be  died  on  the  5th  of 


November,  1856.  The  maiden  name  of  his  wife, 
llie  mother  of  our  subject,  was  Pliehe  Cowan,  who 
was  born  in  Providence.  R.  L,  in  1799.  Her  father. 
David  Cowan,  was  a  private  in  the  Revolutionary 
AVar,  and  did  his  manly  and  honorable  part  in  the 
establishment  of  the  Republic  of  Liberty  that  en- 
lightens the  world.  Of  this  union  there  were  born 
seven  children,  who  are  recorded  as  follows :  David. 
Nelson  and  another  child  are  deceased,  Elisha,  Will- 
iam W.,  Nancy  and  John.  Nelson  enlisted  in  the  88th 
Indiana  Infantry,  in  August,  1863,  was  mustered 
in  at  Lagrange,  Ind.,  and  served  through  the  Civil 
War  until  the  battle  of  Murfreesboro,  immediately 
after  which  he  was  taken  sick,  and  died  in  1864. 

In  Lima,  Ind.,  was  born,  upon  the  loth  of  April, 
1836,  the  subject  of  this  sketch.  The  days  of  his 
boyhood  and  youth  were  devoted  to  the  acquire- 
ment of  knowledge,  in  order  to  a  more  successful 
life  and  brighter  experience.  His  home  being  upon 
a  farm,  in  the  natural  course  of  events  he  became 
quite  intimate  with  its  duties,  responsibilities  and 
work,  and  before  he  attained  his  majority  he  was 
competent  to  take  charge  and  manage  the  entire 
farm.  Upon  .attaining  his  majority  he  started  in 
life  for  himself,  continuing  as  his  chosen  occupation 
agricultural  pursuits.  In  1872  he  started  West, 
crossing  the  prairies  of  Illinois  and  Iowa  with  a 
small  wagon  and  team,  and  continued  his  journey 
until  he  came  to  Beatrice,  then  a  rising,  but  not 
very  imposing,  young  city.  He  had  previously 
purchased  section  15,  and  proceeded  to  settle  upon 
it.  He  has  the  distinguished  honor  of  being  one 
of  the  first  actual  settlers  in  Logan  Township,  and 
every  settler  since  that  time  has  recognized  in  our 
subject  and  his  family  friends  to  the  incoming 
stranger  about  to  begin  life  again  in  an  unknown 
country,  amid  new  surroundings  and  strange  faces. 

What  a  cliange  has  passed  over  the  land  since 
that  day!  How  vastly  more  beautifull  How  diverse 
its  scenery  1  How  filled  is  the  smiling  landscape 
with  garden-like  farms  and  flourishing,  fruit-laden 
orchards !  It  seems  incredible  that  so  few  years  could 
have  passed  away,  and  everything  be  so  altered. 
It  is  a  monument  of  American  vim  and  intelligent 
labor.  What  is  true  of  the  township  as  a  whole  is 
equally  so  of  section  15,  for  our  subject  has  erected 
a  very  beautiful  residence,  and  has  supplied  bis  f.arm 
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with  barns,  stable,  granaiy  and  other  needed  buihl- 
ings.  to  which  has  been  added  a  magnificent  windmill 
piimi>.  He  has  also  set  out  and  carefully  tended 
until  they  were  snfflcientlj'  established  to  i)rovide 
themselves  with  needed  sustenance,  extensive  groves 
of  choice  shade  and  forest  trees,  besides  quite  a  large 
orchard. 

At  LaPorte,  Ind.,  upon  the  fith  of  April,  18G5. 
our  subject  became  the  husband  of  Julia  M.  Ste- 
vens. This  ladj-  was  born  at  Lima,  Ind.,  Jan.  29, 
1 838.  Her  parents  spared  neither  time,  trouble  nor 
expense  in  her  education,  which  was  designed  to 
fit  her  for  the  position  of  school  mistress.  She 
afterward  taught  school  for  two  years,  and  having 
developed  quite  a  passion  for  music,  h.ad  made  her- 
self competent  to  give  instructions  in  the  divine  art. 
The  father  of  Mrs.  Leighton,  Jonathan  Stevens, 
was  born  in  Montpelier,  Vt.,  in  1790,  and  served 
throughout  tlie  Revolutionary  War  .as  a  private. 
The  old  musket  then  carried  by  him  is  still  a  liighlj' 
prized  heirloom  in  the  possession  of  Mrs.  Leighton. 
He  died  in  the  year  1840.  Her  mother,  whose 
maiden  name  was  Sophia  Bass,  was  born  in  Con- 
necticut in  1800,  and  died  at  the  age  of  seventy- 
seven  years.  There  were  six  children  born  of  this 
union,  whose  names  are  as  follows:  Prudence,  Mal- 
vina,  Mary,  Louisa,  Sylvia  and  Juli.a.  To  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Leighton  has  been  born  one  child,  who  re- 
ceived the  name  Fay  K.,  and  was  born  Oct.  6, 
1873.  Besides  this  child  the}-  have  adopted  two 
others,  viz:  Alice  Leighton.  born  Sept.  28,  1870, 
and  Eddie,  Feb.  1,  1878. 

Our  subject  has  been  several  times  called  upon  to 
acce[)t  office,  but  has  only  consented  in  two  in- 
stances, and  upon  these  occasions  was  impelled  to  do 
so  by  his  deep  and  continuous  interest  in  educa- 
tional affairs.  He  was  for  six  years  in  the  office  of 
School  Treasurer  and  two  as  School  Director.  Both 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Leighton  have  for  many  years  lieen 
members  of  the  Baptist  communion,  and  are  affili- 
ated with  the  church  at  Filley.  In  the  Sunday- 
school  and  church  work,  especially  the  former,  they 
are  among  the  most  active  and  earnest  workers.  In 
society  they  are  counted  among  the  elite,  and  arc 
respected  as  most  honorable  and  valued  citizens 
The  political  sentiments  of  Mr.  Leighton  lead  him 
to  an  active  membership  in  the  Prohibition  party, 


and  his  influence  in  his  township  is  quite  largo,  and 
doubtless  efficient  work  will  be  done  by  him  to  ad- 
vance this  great  cause  of  larger  liberty.  A  view  of 
the  home  place  of  our  subject  may  be  seen  on  an 
adjoining  page. 


^^•IIOMAS  KDMANDS,  an  aged  and  highly 
((^^  respected  citizen  of  Oak  Township,  is  one  of 
^^^  its  oldest  living  pioneers.  He  lives  on  his 
farm  of  1  GO  acres  on  section  23,  but  some  time  since 
retired  from  active  labor,  the  homestead  being  man- 
aged by  his  grandson,  Clyde  Edmands.  He  came 
to  Nebraska  during  the  period  of  its  earliest  settle- 
ment, and  has  been  the  privileged  witness  of  its 
transformation  from  a  wild  and  uncultivated  coun- 
try to  flourishing  towns  and  valuable  lionieste.-ids. 
He  can  tell  manj'  a  thrilling  tale  of  the  scenes 
through  which  he  has  passed,  and  the  changes  which 
have  occurred  since  the  time  when,  a  young  man 
with  brave  and  venturesome  spirit,  he  sought  this 
region  with  the  intention  of  building  up  a  home. 
He  secured  his  present  farm  by  a  homestead  claim, 
and  ex()erienced  all  the  hardships  and  privations  of 
pioneer  life,  laboring  amid  many  dis.id vantages, 
but  with  that  persistent  industry  which  was  one  of 
the  leading  characteristics  of  the  early  settlers,  and 
which  .almost  invariably  resulted  in  their  ultimate 
success. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  born  on  the  other 
side  of  the  Atlantic,  in  the  Principality  of  Wales, 
April  G,  180.5.  His  parents  were  Thomas  and  Jane 
(Loyd)  Edmands,  who  spent  their  entire  lives  upon 
their  native  soil,  the  father  eng.aged  in  day  lal)or. 
The  family  was  in  limited  circumstances,  and  the 
household  circle  included  three  children,  two  sons 
and  a  daughter — Thomas,  John  and  Jane.  The 
brother  and  sister  of  our  subject  are  now  in  Green 
County,  Wis. 

Mr.  Edmands  received  but  a  limited  education, 
and  began  life  for  himself  at  an  early  age,  beginning 
to  work  out  when  eight  years  old.  Two  years 
later  he  was  wholly  thrown  upon  his  own  resources 
on  account  of  circumstances.  Thereafter  he  made 
his  home  with  strangers,  often  receiving  hard  fare, 
and  but  few  of  the  comforts  of  life.     He  employed 


^h^ 


•►:ll-4» 


•► 


340 


GAGE  COUNTY. 


himself  mostly  at  day  labor.  Upon  reaching  man- 
hood he  was  married  to  Mi-s  Mary  Evans,  one  of 
his  own  countrywomen,  who  was  born  in  1804.  In 
1851  he  determined  to  seek  his  fortune  in  the  New 
World,  and  embarking  on  a  sailing-vessel  at  Liver- 
pool, landed  in  New  York  four  weeks  later.  Thence 
he  proceeded  directly  westward,  locating  in  Keno- 
sha County,  Wis.,  where  he  rented  a  farm  and  con- 
tinued to  live  for  a  period  of  seventeen  years. 

In  the  fall  of  1868  Mr.  Edmands  made  his  way 
to  this  State,  and  homesteaded  the  land  comprising 
his  present  farm.  He  labored  industriously  in  the 
cultivation  of  the  soil,  and  in  bringing  about  the 
improvements  necessary  to  his  convenience  and 
comfort.  His  career  has  been  that  of  an  iionest  man 
and  a  good  citizen,  and  one  in  which  he  has  justly 
earned  the  esteem  and  confidence  of  his  neighbors. 
He  has  been  identified  with  the  Republican  party 
for  many  years,  and  to  the  enterprises  calculated  to 
benefit  the  community  at  large  has  given  as  he  was 
able  his  cordial  and  generous  support.  He  thor- 
oughl3'  believes  in  the  establishment  of  religious  and 
educational  institutions,  and  has  assisted  in  the 
building  of  several  churches  in  his  county.  As  one 
of  the  oldest  pioneers,  he  is  accorded  that  tacit 
reverence  and  respect  extended  those  who  ventured 
into  the  uncultivated  wilds,  and  never  permitted 
themselves  to  withdraw  from  the  task  they  had  un- 
dertaken. 

To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Edmands  there  were  born  eight 
children,  namely :  Mary,  Margaret,  Jane,  Ann,  Jona- 
than, Edmund,  Elizabeth  and  Sarah.  Three  of 
these  are  living,  one  in  Wisconsin,  and  two  in  Ne- 
braska. Among  the  views  presented  on  the  pages 
of  this  volume  ma}'  be  found  one  belonging  to  Mr. 
Edmands. 

-MM— 

AVID  RICKARD.  Our  subject  is  one  of 
those  who  have  reached  the  goal  after 
years  of  toil,  labor,  anxiety,  and  all  the 
attendant  incidents  of  a  busy  life,  and  now 
has  retired  from  active  service.  He  has  let  the 
mantle  of  his  former  intelligent  industry  fall  upon 
the  shoulders  of  his  son,  who  has  charge  of  the  old 
farm  and  operates  it  in  his  own  interest.     Our-sub- 


ject  resides  upon  section  18  of  Grant  Township, 
and  owns  230  acres  of  land  on  section  2,  compris- 
ing the  farm,  which  is  finely  improved  and  has  good 
buildings,  etc.  Tliis  is  the  property  that  is  now 
utilized  by  his  son. 

Mr.  Rickard  came  to  this  county  in  the  fall 
of  1870  and  located  on  the  farm  on  section  2,  and 
entered  upon  the  pioneer  work  connected  with  the 
bringing  of  raw  prairie  land  to  good  farming  land. 
In  this  work  he  was  abundantly  successful,  and  con- 
tinued until  about  ten  j'ears  ago,  when  he  came  to 
his  present  residence  and  took  up  a  retired  life. 
Previous  to  living  in  Nebraska  his  home  had  been 
in  Wayne  County,  Ohio,  where  he  had  farmed  for 
four  and  a  half  years.  Prior  to  that  he  had  con- 
tinued to  reside  in  his  native  State,  that  of  Penn- 
sylvania, where  he  was  born  in  Somerset  County 
on  the  13th  of  December,  1819.  He  is  the  third 
child  and  the  second  son  of  William  and  Sarah 
(Strose)  Rickard,  both  of  whom  are  now  deceased, 
their  death  occurring  in  Westmoreland  County  of 
that  State.  When  this  last  change  came  the  father 
was  over  eightj',  and  the  mother  somewhat  more 
than  ninety  years  of  age.  They  were  both  natives 
of  the  Keystone  State.  Mr.  Rickard,  Sr.,  was  a 
hotel-keeper  all  his  life.  The  family  was  well  known 
throughout  a  large  section  of  country  and  held 
everywhere  in  the  highest  regard.  They  were  the 
parents  of  nine  children,  five  of  whom  were  sons. 
Of  this  family  but  one  member,  Elizabeth  Miller,  is 
deceased;  she  died  at  an  advanced  age,  and  all 
those  living  are  over  fifty  years  of  age. 

The  boyhood,  youth  and  early  manhood  of  our 
subject  were  spent  in  his  native  county;  his  educa- 
tion was  received  in  the  usual  institution  of  the 
times  and  was  complete  according  to  the  curricu- 
lum of  that  day.  It  was  with  pleasurable  pride 
that  as  a  young  man  our  subject  deposited  his  first 
ballot,  which  was  given  in  favor  of  Gen.  "Tippe- 
canoe" Harrison,  of  glorious  memory,  and  it  is 
almost  unnecessary  to  say  that  his  grandson  re- 
ceived the  vote  of  our  subject  at  the  past  election. 

At  the  age  of  twenty-two  years  Mr.  Rickard 
went  to  Westmoreland  County,  and  there  was 
united  in  holy  matrimony  with  Catherine  Harmon. 
This  interesting  event  was  celebrated  on  the  24th 
of  December,  1846,  and  has  been  the  means  of  com- 
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pletiiig  and  brightening  two  lives  at  least.  This  lad}' 
was  born  on  the  9th  (if  August,  1825,  in  that 
connt}',  and  remained  at  the  home  of  her  parents 
until  her  marriage,  receiving  such  education  as  was 
usual  in  the  neighboring  school-house,  and  at  home 
trained  in  all  the  diversities  of  housewifery.  She  was 
the  daughter  of  one  of  Pennsj'lvania's  prosperous 
farmers,  Philip  Harmon,  who  was  united  in  mar- 
riage with  Miss  Kllizabeth  Humm. 

Mrs.  Rickard,  who  was  called  to  pass  to  her  long 
home  in  September  of  1881,  was  just  sucli  a  one  as 
King  Solomon  might  have  had  in  mind  when  he 
wrote  "He  that  findeth  a  good  wife  fiudeth  a  good 
thing."  Her  m-jmory  will  always  be  sacredly  re- 
vered, for  her  life  and  character  were  most  beauti- 
ful, presenting  in  the  varied  relations  of  life  as  wife 
and  mother  an  idealistic  maturity  and  beauty.  Her 
eight  children  will  ever  hold  her  in  mind  as  the  one 
perfection  of  womanhood  of  their  lives,  'i'he  names 
of  her  children  are  as  follows:  William  H.,  now  of 
DeWitt;  Oscar,  resident  in  the  Rockies;  Elizabeth 
A.,  now  the  wife  of  Finley  Kinzey,  and  resident  in 
Lincoln ;  David  H.,  who  operates  the  ohl  home  farm  ; 
John,  who  lives  upon  a  farm  in  Lane  County,  Kan.; 
Lucius  L.,  living  in  Lincoln ;  Mary  D.,  now  Mrs. 
George  Randell,  of  Frontier  County,  Neb.,  and 
George  G..  also  a  farmer  in  Lane  Count}',  Kan. 

Mr.  Rickard  entered  into  a  second  matrimonial 
alliance  upon  the  •2d  of  March.  1884,  the  lady  of 
his  choice  being  Mrs.  Lucy  B.  Van  Cleef,  nee  Tut- 
tle.  This  lady  was  born  on  tlie  4th  of  October, 
1823,  in  Indiana,  to  John  A.  and  Mary  (Tiney) 
Tuttle,  natives  of  Long  Island,  who  were  then  mar- 
ried, and  later  came  to  Ohio,  and  thence  removed  to 
Indiana, residing  in  the  northern  part  of  that  State, 
where  they  died  at  a  very  advanced  age.  Their 
daughter  Lucy  was  married  to  William  W.  Van  Cleef, 
and  shortly  afterward  came  to  Nebraska  and  lo- 
cated in  this  county,  where  he  died  in  1866, leaving 
his  widowed  wife  with  five  children,  one  of  whom 
is  now  deceased ;  her  name  was  Phabe  A.  Those 
who  still  survive  are  as  follows:  John  A.,  a  resident 
of  Jefferson  County;  Betsey  J.,  now  the  wife  of 
Dow  Taylor,  a  farmer  in  Saline  County;  George,  a 
successful  farmer  in  the  same  county;  Mar}'  Close, 
who  with  her  husband  resides  upon  her  mother's 
farm,  being  the  land   taken   by   her  late   husband 


when  they  came  to  the  State  in  1857.  and  from 
which  at  one  time  they  had  to  flee  to  Beatrice  to 
escape  Indian  cruelty  or  worse.  Mrs.  Rickard  owns 
in  her  own  right  240  acres  which  was  left  by  lier 
husband. 

In  the  late  war  Mr.  Rickard  enlisted  in  the  cav- 
alry as  Corporal  in  a  batallion  in  Pennsylvania  in 
18(13,  and  after  six  months  re-enlisted  in  Company 
E,  21  111)  Pennsylvania  Infantry,  and  served  in  all 
the  engngemenis  of  note  until  the  close  of  the  war, 
rising  from  the  ranks  to  the  position  of  Second  Ser- 
geant. He  was  accounted  a  good  soldier,  and 
because  thereof  was  promoted.  He  has  continued 
from  that  time  the  sup|)<)rtof  the  Republican  cause, 
and  will  continue  so  to  do.  He  is  accorded  by  the 
entire  community  in  which  he  resides  the  hearty 
respect  and  highest  esteem  because  of  his  irre- 
proachable character  and  successful  life.  He  has 
ever  been  forward  in  advancing  the  interest  of  rfe-' 
ligious,  social  and  educational  affairs,  and  has  rec- 
ognized the  importance  of  the  institutions  having 
this  in  view. 

■ — |H^J^- 


C^iEORGE  WRIGHT  is  well  known  as  a  suc- 
^  cessful  farmer  on  section  22,  Island  Grove 
jjl  Township,  where  he  has  a  fine  farm  of  IGO 
acres.  He  was  born  in  Knox  County,  111.,  on  the 
I3th  of  Septemher,  1844,  and  is  the  eldest  of  seven 
children  who  comprise  the  family  of  his  father. 
His  parents,  William  D.  and  Susan  (Robertson) 
Wright,  are  natives  of  Kentucky,  and  after  their 
marri.ige  they  made  their  home  in  Knox  County, 
III.  They  remained  in  that  place  until  1883,  in 
which  year  they  removed  to  Oregon,  and  are  now 
residing  in  that  distant  State  engaged  in  the  occu- 
pation of  farming,  which  has  been  their  vocation 
through  life. 

Our  subject,  .as  the  eldest  son,  assisted  his  father 
in  the  work  of  his  farm  and  the  maintenance  of 
the  family  until  he  reached  the  age  of  twenty-two 
years,  after  which  time  he  began  in  business  for 
himself,  and  having  by  this  time  a  thorough  under- 
standing of  the  work  necessary  for  successful  results 
in  agriculture  he  continued  in  that  work  on  his  own 
behalf.     In  1876  he  moved  to  Adair  County,  Iowa, 
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where  he  continued  farming,  and  in  1886  he  came 
to  this  countj-  and  purchased  a  quarter  section  of 
land  at  122  per  acre.  The  land  was  in  a  partly 
improved  condition  when  it  came  into  his  hands, 
and  he  has  since  increased  its  value  and  added  to 
its  appearance  by  the  improvements  which  he  has 
made. 

In  1866  Mr.  Wright  was  united  in  marriage  with 
Miss  Errilla  Linn,  a  daughter  of  .John  and  Mary  A. 
(Campbell)  Linn,  who  were  natives  of  Ohio.  Mrs. 
Wright  was  born  in  Morrow  County,  Ohio,  on  the 
14th  of  June,  1845,  and  remained  in  her  native 
State  until  the  year  1856.  .She  received  her  educa- 
tion from  the  schools  in  Morrow  County,  and  from 
her  mother  she  learned  the  domestic  virtues  which 
qualify  her  to  make  such  a  pleasant  home  for  her 
own  family.  By  her  kind  advice,  and  the  interest 
which  she  manifests  in  his  labor,  she  has  assisted  our 
subject  in  the  accumulation  of  his  present  property, 
and  the  work  necessary  for  its  improvement.  They 
have  gathered  about  them  a  family  of  four  chil- 
dren, to  whom  they  have  given  the  names  of  Susan 
E.,  William  Scott,  Jefferson  T.  and  Nora  D. 

Our  subject  is  concerned  in  the  welfare  of  his 
community  as  well  as  for  that  of  the  country  at 
large,  and  as  far  as  he  is  able  he  gives  encourage- 
ment to  the  fostering  and  improvement  of  all  the 
public  institutions  by  whicli  the  best  good  can  be 
secured.  He  has  been  an  incumbent  of  the  offices 
of  Director  and  Treasurer,  in  which  he  served  for 
ten  years,  with  credit  to  himself  and  satisfaction  to 
those  who  elected  him  to  the  office.  In  all  matters 
relating  to  the  political  government  of  the  country 
he  affiliates  with  the  Democratic  party. 


(|iU.  ALSEY  COOK.  The  subject  of  the  follow- 
Wjjj  i'lg  notice  took  up  his  aI)ode  in  Highland 
■^y^  Township  during  the  period  of  its  early  set- 
(^  tlement,  securing  a  tract  of  land  160  acres 
in  extent  on  section  31.  A  native  of  Tompkins 
County,  N.  Y.,  he  was  born  Sept.  29,  1822,  and  is 
the  son  of  Jeremiah  and  Sarah  Cook,  the  father 
born  on  Long  Island,  N.  Y.,  and  the  mother  in  the 
same  State. 

Jeremiah  Cook  during  his  early  manhood  served 


as  a  soldier  in  the  War  of  1812.  and  was  a  strong 
supporter  of  Andrew  Jackson  for  President.  The 
household  circle  consisted  of  eight  children,  seven 
of  whom  are  living,  and  located  as  follows:  Frank- 
lin is  in  Steuben  County,  N.  Y. ;  Samuel,  in  Brad- 
ford County,  Pa.;  Seth,  in  Kansas;  Halsey  is  our 
subject,  and  was  the  fourth  child;  Amanda  is  the 
wife  of  L.  G.  Hastings,  of  Greene  County,  Iowa; 
Nancy,  Mrs.  Barlow,  and  Mary  A.,  the  wife  of  Alvah 
Butler,  are  residents  of  Steuben  Countj-,  N.  Y. 

When  the  subject  of  this  sketch  was  a  little  lad 
five  years  of  age,  his  parents  took  up  their  residence 
in  Bradford  County,  Pa.,  where  they  lived  for  a 
period  of  six  years,  the  father  engaged  in  farming. 
Thence  they  removed  back  to  the  Empire  State, 
locating  this  time  in  Steuben  County,  where  Hal- 
sey completed  his  education,  and  was  reared  to 
manhood.  The  school  advantages  of  those  days 
were  far  inferior  to  those  of  the  present  time,  but 
our  subject  being  fond  of  his  books,  pursued  a  thor- 
ough course  of  reading,  and  became  well  informed 
upon  the  important  topics  of  the  day.  When 
twenty  years  of  age,  he  set  about  the  establishment 
of  a  home,  by  his  marriage  with  Miss  Lydia  Clark, 
the  wedding  taking  place  at  the  home  of  the  bride, 
Dec.  15,  1842.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Cook  continued  resi- 
dents of  New  York  State  until  1845.  There  have 
been  born  to  them  six  children,  four  of  whom  are 
living:  Monroe  is  a  resident  of  Ogle  County,  111.; 
Eliza,  the  wife  of  Edward  Atkinson,  is  a  resident  of 
Burlington,  Iowa;  Delphia  married  George  Tuni- 
son,  and  lives  in  Saline  County,  this  State;  Halsey 
J.  is  also  a  resident  of  that  county,  engaged  in  farm- 
ing. The  deceased  daughters,  Sarah  C.  and  Mary 
A.,  died  at  the  ages  of  twentj'-eight  and  five,  re- 
spectively. Sarah  C.  died  in  Kansas,  May  10,  1874, 
and  Mary  A.  in  Illinois. 

Our  subject  and  his  wife,  a  few  months  after  their 
marriage,  emigrated  to  Ogle  County,  111.,  taking  up 
their  abode  among  its  early  pioneers,  and  there 
lived  a  quarter  of  a  century.  Mrs.  Lydia  Cook  de- 
parted this  life  at  her  home  in  Flagg  Township, 
Ogle  Count3',  in  1862.  Our  subject  was  the  second 
time  married,  Oct.  12,  1862,  to  Mrs.  Emily  Jewell, 
widow  of  Monroe  Jewell,  who  died  in  California. 
Mr.  Cook  in  1871  left  Illinois,  and  crossing  the 
IMississippi,  settled  in  Woodson  County,  Kan.,  where 
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he  lived  tliiee  years,  and  in  the  fall  of  1874  came  to 
this  county.  He  purchased  eighty  acres  of  land  in 
Highland  Township,  at  ^7  per  .acre,  from  the  Bur- 
lington &  Missouri  River  Railroad  Company,  run- 
ning in  debt  for  the  amount.  The  energy  and  per- 
severance with  which  he  labored  are  indicated  from 
the  fact  that  he  not  only  cleared  himself  of  his  first 
indebtedness,  but  in  due  time  purchased  more  land, 
and  has  now  a  fine  farm  of  240  acres  with  first-class 
improvements.  He  commenced  operations  with  one 
span  of  horses  and  an  old  wagon  worth  about  115, 
a  breaking  plow  and  a  yoke  of  oxen,  and  less  than 
$5  in  casli.  He  practiced  the  most  rigid  economy, 
and  has  always  made  it  a  rule  to  live  within  his  in- 
come. His  career  should  be  an  encouragement  to 
those  starting  out  at  tbe  foot  of  the  ladder,  and  is 
an  example  of  the  industry  and  perseverance  which 
seldom  fail  to  bring  their  legitimate  reward 

Mr.  Cook  during  his  early  voting  days  was  a 
member  of  the  old  Whig  party,  but  upon  the  organ- 
ization of  the  Republicans,  cordially  endorsed  their 
principles,  and  has  since  supported  them.  He  held 
several  of  the  minor  offices  while  a  resident  of 
Illinois,  and  is  recognized  as  a  liberal  and  public- 
spirited  citizen,  uniformlj'  encouraging  the  enter- 
prises calculated  for  the  advancement  of  the  people. 
As  one  of  the  pioneer  citizens  of  this  county,  who 
has  made  for  himself  a  good  record,  he  is  in  the  en- 
joyment of  that  esteem  and  confidence  which  by  a 
correct  life  he  has  most  justly  earned. 

W.  LYNK.  Nothing  is  more  delightful 
than  to  traverse  the  country  throughout 
Southern  Nebraska  during  its  h.arvest  season, 
and  note  the  thrift  and  industry  of  a  large  majority 
of  its  people.  From  the  abundance  of  its  products 
may  safely  be  augured  the  character  of  its  people, 
for  the  soil,  however  rich  in  its  natural  resources, 
must  be  judiciously  tended,  or  man's  expectations 
will  come  to  naught.  Prominent  among  the  skill- 
ful agriculturists  of  this  region  may  properly  be 
named  the  subject  of  this  sketch,  who  has  been 
liberally  endowed  with  the  qualities  which  have 
assured  his  success  both  as  a  farmer,  a  business  man, 
and  a  valuable  member  of  the  community.     He  has 
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extensive  interests,  being  part  owner  of  one  and 
one-half  sections  of  land,  the  whole  of  which  he 
superintends,  making  a  specialty  of  the  raising  of 
grain  and  stock.  He  gives  employment  to  a  large 
number  of  men  the  year  round,  and  is  thus  no 
unimportant  factor  in  the  business  and  farniing 
interests  of  Gage  County. 

The  ancestry  of  an  individual  is  next  in  impor- 
tance to  his  own  personality,  and  can  never  prop- 
erly be  omitted  from  the  record  of  his  life.  The 
father  of  our  subject  was  Stanton  Lynk,  a  native 
of  the  Empire  State,  and  born  near  the  citj'  of 
Rochester,  in  1834.  He  lived  there  until  a  youth 
of  eighteen  years,  and  then  migrating  to  Will 
County,  111.,  engaged  in  farming,  and  there  has 
since  remained.  There  also  he  married  Miss  Isabel 
Doig,  who  was  born  in  Washington,  D.  C,  lwt> 
years  later  than  her  husband,  in  1836.  She  is  still 
living  with  him  at  the  ohl  homestead.  They  arc 
the  parents  of  six  children,  three  sons  and  three 
daughters,  namely:  Janet,  the  wife  of  Abel  Uliss,  a 
farmer  of  Will  County,  III.;  Z.  W.,  the  subject  of 
this  sketch;  Adella,  who  married  Walter  Rowley,  a 
farmer  of  tli.at  county  ;  Everett,  also  farming  in  that 
locality;  Eva  and  Irwin,  at  home  with  their  par- 
ents. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  born  in  Will 
County,  III.,  April  3,  18(;0,  and  spent  his  boyhood 
days  there  upon  the  farm,  and  in  attendance  at  the 
district  school  until  twenty-two  years  of  age.  Feb. 
23,  1S82,  desirous  of  establishing  a  home  of  liis 
own,  he  was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Cornelia, 
daughter  of  Charles  and  Hannah  (Holly)  Finch, 
who  were  born  in  Illinois.  The  father  was  a  druggist 
by  occupation,  and  departed  this  life  at  his  home 
in  Will  County,  III.,  in  1863.  Tbe  mother  is  still 
living  in  the  Prairie  State.  Mrs.  Lynk  was  the 
younger  of  their  two  children,  and  was  born  .Ian. 
25,  1863,  in  Will  County,  III.  She  spent  her  early 
j  life  under  the  home  roof,  continuing  with  her  par- 
ents until  her  marriage. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Lynk  began  their  wedded  life  in 
I  Iowa,  where,  in  Wright  County,  oursubject  carried 
i  on  farming  eighteen  months,  then  resolved  to  cast 
his  lot  with  the  people  of  Southern  Nebr.iska.  Com- 
;  ing  to  this  eounl3',  he  purehaseil  320  acres  of  land  on 
I   section  35,  in  Sherman  Township,  where  he  has  since 
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operated  with  flatterino;  success.  He  ships  his  cattle 
to  Chicago,  and  usually  keeps  on  hand  fioin  125  to 
200  bead.  These  consume  the  largei-  part  of  200 
acres  of  corn,  which  is  raised  on  the  land  of  Mr.  L. 
and  his  partner,  and  besides  this  they  gather  in 
some  years  as  many  as  100  acres  of  oats  and  tlie 
same  of  flax. 

Mr.  Lynk  has  a  very  pleasant  and  comfortable 
home  and  an  interesting  family,  the  latter  including 
two  bright  children,  Mabel  A.  and  Howard  S.,  six 
and  four  years  of  age  respectively.  Mr.  Lynk 
meddles  very  little  witli  matters  outside  his  busi- 
ness and  his  family,  but  upon  occasions  of  impor- 
tant elections  gives  his  support  to  the  Republican 
party. 

^■^^<:^^-^^ 

EZEKIEL  McCORMACK  is  one  of  the  pio- 
neer settlers  of  Highland  Township,  who 
has  with  pleasurable  pride  watched  its  pro- 
gression, settlement,  development  and  growth.  His 
residence  and  farm  are  on  S'jction  14,  where,  in 
1872,  he  horaesteaded  eighty  acres  of  Government 
land  and  settled  thereon.  Our  subject  was  born  in 
County  Antrim,  Ireland,  on  the  15th  of  May, 
1842,  to  James  and  Ellen  McCormack,  natives  of 
the  same  place.  He  was  the  second  son  born  to  his 
parents,  whose  family  circle  included  four  children. 
His  education  was  received  in  his  native  county, 
and  provided  him  with  a  fair  foundation  upon 
which  to  rear  life's  structure.  From  that  time  his 
attention  was  directed  to  the  multifarious  minutia 
of  agricultural  pursuits,  in  which  he  was  engaged 
until  he  was  about  twenty-two  j'ears  of  age. 

In  the  spring  of  1864  our  subject  emigrated  to 
this  country,  taking  passage  from  Belfast  to  Liver- 
pool on  a  sailing-vessel,  and  thence  to  New  York, 
the  voyage  consuming  somewhat  over  four  weeks. 
As  soon  as  the  first  strangeness  of  the  New  World 
had  worn  off,  he  proceeded  to  Philadelphia,  where 
he  obtained  employment  with  the  wholesale  grocery 
firm  of  McCann  &  Cooper,  to  drive  one  of  their 
teams.  This  situation  he  held  for  five  j'ears,  re- 
maining in  the  same  occupation  and  city  for  about 
four  years  longer. 

In  1872  our  subject  came  to  Gage  County  and 
settled,  as  above  mentioned,  on  section  14,  Highland 
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Township.  There  vvere  very  few  settlers  in  the 
district  and  he  was  comparatively  alone,  and  ex- 
perienced all  the  difficulty,  inconvenience  and  loss 
attending  frontier  life,  where  long  distances  must 
be  traversed  to  and  from  the  markets,  with  all  the 
attending  disadvantageous  circumstances  of  pio- 
neer life  that  have  turned  back  so  many  who  once 
bravely  started  to  engage  therein.  He  has  brought 
his  farm  to  its  present  high  state  of  perfection  in 
agriculture  from  a  condition  of  nature  that  had 
been  perhaps  untouched  by  man  from  the  day  of 
the  issuing  of  the  creative  fiat.  That  he  has  been 
successful  is  shown  in  the  fact  that  he  has  more 
than  doubled  his  farm  acreage  since  his  original 
settlement,  which  now  contains  200  acres,  while  its 
financial  value  has  verj'  largely  increased  also, 
and  in  greater  proportion.  His  farm  buildings  are 
good  and  substantial,  his  residence  pleasant  and 
commodious,  and  the  farm  well  supplied  with  the 
necessaries  of  good  farming.  His  previous  history 
and  life  in  Philadelphia,  compared  with  his  present 
position  and  prospects,  reveal  the  fact  that  he  has 
made  what  he  has  by  his  own  efforts,  and  has  not 
been  reaping  the  harvest  of  another  life,  as  is  often 
the  case  in  the  acquisition  of  riches,  when  through 
the  death  of  relatives  their  belongings,  no  longer 
usable  by  them,  are  passed  on  into  other  hands. 

Our  snliject  was  happily  married  to  Matilda 
Young,  at  Philadelphia,  Sept.  29,  1871.  This  lady 
is  the  daughter  of  Edward  and  Jane  Young,  of 
Tyrone,  Ireland.  The  former  is  deceased.  The 
wife  of  our  subject  was  the  third  child  born  to 
them,  and  that  interesting  event  occurred  at  Tj'- 
rone,  on  the  12th  of  August,  1846.  She  resided 
with  her  relatives  until  her  marriage,  which  has 
proved  to  our  subject  to  be  one  of  the  most  im- 
portant, and  at  the  same  time  happy,  steps  of  his 
life.  There  have  been  four  children  born  of  this 
union,  whose  names  are  as  follows :  Sarah  J.,  James 
E.,  Harry  M.  and  Gertrude  F. 

Our  subject  affiliates  witli  the  Republican  party 
in  his  position  upon  political  questions,  and  has  for 
years  been  one  of  its  stout  adherents  and  doughty 
friends.  For  three  years  he  has  served  as  Modera- 
tor of  the  school  district.  Both  our  subject  and 
his  wife  are  connected  with  the  Pi-esbyteriau  Church, 
and  in  that  communion  find  that  which  is  congenial 
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to  tliem  in  this  respect.  Tlicj'  are  held  in  llie 
liighest  regiird  as  consistent  and  active  meniljors 
and  snpporters,  and  take  great  interest  in  the  vari- 
ons  departments  of  cliurdi  and  Sunday-school  worii, 
Mr.  McCormacit  being  Sunday-school  Treasurer, 
having  held  that  office  continuously  for  several 
years. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  McCorniack  are  prominent  in  local 
society,  and  are  gladly  welcomed  to  the  best  circles 
thereof.  They  are  identified  with  the  various  enter- 
prises and  projects  that  have  been  formed  for  the 
benefit  of  the  community  and  advancement  of  the 
surroundings.  As  regards  honor,  uprightness,  pa- 
triotism, and  every  moral  ajul  social  virtue,  they 
occupy  as  high  a  place  as  any  in  the  county.  The 
social  qualities  that  make  our  subject  so  popu- 
lar, his  genial,  affable  manner,  supported  by  his 
strong  force  of  character  and  strict  business  integ- 
rity', combine  to  make  him  one  of  the  most  promi- 
nent and  worthy  representatives  of  Irish-American 
citizenship,  and  assure  a  continuance  of  the  exten- 
sion of  those  sentiments  on  the  part  of  his  fellow- 
citirens  that  make  his  life  at  the  present  place  of 
residence  and  in  that  community  so  eminently  satis- 
factory and  enjoyable. 


JSAAC  J.  FRANTZ  has  been  eminently  success- 
ful in  his  business  and  social  career,  and  is 
prominently  identified  with  the  workings  of 
the  public  institutions  of  this  community,  having 
done  much  to  aid  in  their  improvement.  He  is  en- 
gaged in  farming  and  stock-raising  on  his  home 
farm,  consisting  of  320  acres,  all  on  sections  5  and  8, 
Rockford  Township.  His  father.  William,  was  born 
in  Maryland,  and  his  mother,  Nancy  (Rush)  Frantz, 
in  Prairie  County,  Ohio.  The  parents  were  married 
in  the  latter  Stale,  then  removed  to  Illinois,  and  made 
their  home  there  until  their  death,  the  father  dying 
in  1 8C9  at  the  age  of  fifty-nine  years,  and  the  mother 
in  1875  at  the  age  of  sixty-three  years.  The  nine 
children  which  comprise  their  famil3'  bear  the  fol- 
lowing names:  James  M.,  Horatio  N.,  Catherine, 
Mary  K..  Maggie,  Dallas,  Isaac  J.,  Ella  E.  and  Ida  B. 
Our  subject  was  born  on  the  14th  of  January, 
1850,  in   Pike  Townshi|),   Prairie  Co.,  Ohio,   and 


spent  his  early  years  on  his  father's  farm.  There 
he  attended  the  common  schools,  and  having  ap- 
plied himself  with  much  diligence  to  the  tasks 
assigned  him,  he  was  enabled  to  obtain  a  thorough 
education  in  the  elementary  branches  of  learning. 
He  remained  at  home  until  he  was  fifteen  years  old, 
at  which  time  he  came  witli  his  parents  to  Mon- 
mouth, 111.,  where  he  worked  out  on  a  farm  during 
the  summer  and  attended  the  academic  depart- 
ment of  Monmouth  College  during  the  winter.  He 
then  rented  a  farm  and  continued  the  vocation  of 
agriculture  on  his  own  behalf. 

On  the  4th  of  March,  1875,  Mr.  Frantz  was 
united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Anna  K.  Sickmon,  a 
daughter  of  George  and  Sarah  (Green)  Sickmon, 
the  former  of  whom  was  born  in  Erie  County,  and 
the  latter  near  Syracuse,  N.  V .  They  were  mar- 
ried in  their  native  State,  and  three  years  later 
moved  to  Illinois,  the  husband  purchasing  a  farm 
near  Monmouth.  He  is  now  very  comfortably  situ- 
ated, and  enjoys  the  fruits  of  his  earl}-  industry  in 
company  with  his  faithful  companion  and  helpmate, 
the  respective  milestones  of  their  existence  num- 
bering sixty-nine  and  sixty -six.  Their  six  children 
have  grown  to  manhood  and  womanhood,  and  bear 
the  names  of  Sallie  M.,  Susan  E.,  Wintteld  S.,  Anna 
K.,  Eliza  and  Charles.  Anna  E.,  the  wife  of  our 
subject,  was  born  on  the  21st  of  June,  1853,  near 
Monmouth,  where  she  grow  to  girlhood's  years  and 
began  a  course  of  instruction  in  the  common  schools. 
After  that  was  completed  she  attended  the  Mon- 
mouth College,  and  received  an  education  in  the 
accomplishments  which  have  fitted  her  to  adorn 
her  home  and  the  society  in  which  she  moves. 

Toour  subject  and  his  wife  there  have  been  born 
four  children,  two  of  whom,  naraetl  Kittie  B.  and 
Ross  E.,  were  born  in  Illinois,  and  the  remaining 
two.  Earl  M.  and  Harold,  in  this  county.  In  1880 
they  came  to  Nebraska  and  |)urchased  320  acres  of 
land,  all  of  which  they  have  brought  under  cultiva- 
tion and  to  a  most  lucrative  condition.  Our  subject 
has  made  many  valuable  improvements,  chief  of 
which  was  the  building  of  a  very  fine  house  and 
farm  buildings.  The  cattle  and  horse  barns  are 
built  with  a  large  basement,  commonly  called  "  bank 
barns,"  and  are  supplied  with  running  water  forced 
by  a  wind-pump.     Our  subject  is  extensively  en- 
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gaged  in  fanning  and  stock-raising,  breeding  and 
feeding  cattle,  and  for  five  years  he  has  turned  his 
attention  to  breeding  roadsters  and  trotters,  liaving 
nineteen  head  of  horses.  He  keeps  from  80  to  100 
hogs,  and  has  100  liead  of  cattle.  On  the  farm 
there  are  two  groves,  containing  two  and  a  half 
acres  apiece,  planted  with  fine  maple  and  box  elder 
trees. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Frantz  are  influential  members  of 
the  Christian  Church,  of  Beatrice,  and  are  each  well 
qualified  by  educational  and  social  attainments  to 
honor  the  place  in  society  accorded  to  them.  Our 
subject  has  been  Director  of  the  schools  of  his  town- 
ship, and  takes  an  active  interest  in  the  educational 
advancement  as  well  as  the  political  and  religious 
welfare  of  his  community.  He  is  an  ardent  Repub- 
lican, and  his  zeal  in  the  cause  of  that  party  secured 
his  election  as  delegate  to  the  Republican  County 
Convention  in  1886.  He  has  accumulated  his 
wealth  by  his  own  integrity  and  labor,  and  is  in 
every  respect  a  self-made  man,  who  has  been  more 
than  ordinarily  successful  in  life. 


ijlLLIAM  MAHLOCH  has  proved  himself 
III  the  possessor  of  a  large  amount  of  that  ex- 
cellent quality  of  manhood  and  self-reliance, 
which,  united  with  perseverance  and  industrj-,  has 
enabled  him  to  become  one  of  the  useful  young 
farmers  of  Blakely  Township,  in  which  he  owns  a 
fine  farm  of  240  acres  on  section  5.  When  he 
started  out  in  life  he  was  comparatively  poor,  and 
what  he  now  owns  has  been  obtained  by  his  own 
manly  efforts,  he  being  indebted  to  no  man  for  the 
help  of  so  much  as  a  penny.  He  was  born  in  Sheboy- 
gan County,  Wis.,  on  the  14th  of  December,  1862, 
and  is  a  son  of  Phillip  and  Sophia  (Vest)  Mahloch, 
who  had  come  to  the  United  Stales  from  one  of  the 
Rhine  Provinces  in  Germany  after  their  marriage. 
The  mother  died  in  1854  in  Wisconsin,  but  the 
father  is  still  living  in  that  State,  and  has  reached 
the  age  of  seventy-two  years.  The  parents  were 
Lutherans  in  their  religious  belief. 

Our  subject  was  twenty  years  old  when  he  began 
working  for  iiimself,  and  first  hired  out  as  a  farm 
laborer   in  his  native  State,   then  went  to  Henry 


County,  111.,  where  he  worked  for  two  years,  after 
which,  when  he  was  twenty-three  years  old,  became 
to  Nebraska.  He  was  married  in  this  township  on 
the  28th  of  June,  1880,  to  Miss  Lizzie  Riddle,  who 
was  born  in  Maryland  in  1862.  Her  father  was  a 
German  farmer  who  had  come  to  the  United  States 
and  settled  in  Maryland.  The  mother  died  in  that 
State,  and  the  father  afterward  married  again  and 
came  to  Nebraska,  now  making  his  home  on  a  farm 
in  Jefferson  County.  Mrs.  Mahloch  was  sixteen 
years  old  when  she  came  with  her  father  to  the 
great  undeveloped  West,  and  a  little  later  was 
married  here. 

Our  subject  and  his  wife  have  had  six  children 
in  their  family,  one  of  whom,  named  Miunie,  died 
when  she  was  eleven  months  old,  and  the  remain- 
ing four  children  bear  the  names  of  Louis,  Hannah, 
Peter  and  Carrie ;  an  infant  is  unnanied.  Mr.  Mah- 
loch purchased  his  first  land  here  in  1879,  when  he 
secured  160  acres,  after  which  he  added  eighty 
acres  to  it  from  an  adjoining  farm,  and  he  now  has 
one  of  the  very  good  farms  of  this  county.  The 
land  was  wild  and  unbroken  prairie  when  it  came 
into  his  hands,  and  all  of  its  improvements  are  due 
to  his  own  industry,  it  being  now  in  a  condition  to 
produce  fine  crops  of  grain.  Our  subject  also 
gives  considerable  attention  to  the  raising  of  stock 
of  a  superior  grade.  He  was  one  of  the  first 
settlers  in  this  neighborhood,  and  has  been  a  resi- 
dent of  this  county  since  187.5.  He  and  his  wife 
are  highly  esteemed  members  of  the  German  Luth- 
eran Church,  and  rank  well  among  the  best  fam- 
ilies of  the  township.  Mr.  Mahloch  affiliates  with 
the  Republican  partj^  in  politics,  and  is  a  Srst-class, 
honorable  man. 


J  I  AMES  M.  TARRANTS.  Upon  the  banks 
I  of  the  Big  Blue  River,  in  Blakely  Township 
:  of  this  county,  stands  the  well-built,  splen- 
'  didly  equipped  and  excellently  managed 
Caldwell  Mill,  which  is  owned  by  Mr.  Tarrants, 
whose  history  is  herein  presented  in  succinct  form. 
He  is  the  son  of  Minos  Tarrants,  who  was  born 
in  South  Carolina,  and  while  yet  a  child  removed 
with  his  parents  to  Kentucky.     In  that  State   he 
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met  and  finally  married  Miss  Nancy  SlcConnell, 
wlio  was  born  in  Kentucky,  of  Virginian  parents. 
After  his  marriage  lie  settled  in  Warren  County, 
Ky.,  where  they  made  their  home  until  their  death, 
Mrs.  Tarrants  dying  in  the  year  1850.  at  fifty -six 
years  of  age,  and  her  husband  in  the  year  18G«,  at 
the  age  of  eightj^-four  years. 

Our  subject  is  one  of  a  family  of  seven  children, 
who  are  still  living.  He  was  born,  brought  up, 
educated,  learned  the  duties  and  tasks  of  farm  work 
until  he  arrived  at  man's  estate,  at  the  Warren 
County  homestead.  Oct.  5,  1854,  he  became  the 
husband  of  Miss  Margaret  Merrell,  at  Lexing- 
ton, Ky.,  where  this  lady  was  born,  and  had  con- 
tinued to  live  until  that  time.  Her  father  was  a 
blacksmith,  and  had  lived  in  Kentucky,  his  native 
State,  all  his  life,  and  there  died  in  the  year  18G2. 

The  home  of  our  subject  was  made  quite  bright 
and  happy  by  the  influence  of  his  wife.  His  house 
is  most  happily  situated  and  pleasant,  both  in  in- 
ternal arrangement  and  general  situation.  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Tarrants  have  been  blessed  by  the  birth  of 
three  children,  whose  names  are  recorded  as  follows: 
Ophelia,  Lena  and  Nancy.  The  first  child,  how- 
ever, died  in  childhood;  Lena  is  the  wife  of  Dr. 
C.  D.  Stevens,  of  St.  Louis,  where  Mr.  Stevens  is  at 
present  manufacturing  mineral  paints  upon  quite  a 
large  scale;  Nancy,  the  youngest,  is  happily  mar- 
ried to  C.  L.  Gratiot,  who  until  his  health  failed 
superintended  the  mill  of  Mr.  Tarrants. 

As  above  noted,  our  subject  was  born  in  Warren 
County,  Ky.  There  he  remained  until  1848,  when 
he  removed  to  St.  Louis,  Mo.  After  living  for 
some  time  in  that  city,  he  purchased  a  small  farm 
of  twentj'-five  acres  just  beyond  the  city  limits. 
During  this  time  he  was  engaged  in  farming  and 
fruit-growing.  He  removed  thither  iu  the  year 
1856,  and  in  the  year  1870  sold  that  property  for 
the  sum  of  $2,000  per  acre.  He  then  returned  to 
the  city,  and  removed  to  this  place  in  1887,  and  it 
was  not  long  before  he  purchased  his  present  prop- 
erty. His  mill  was  originally  the  property  of  a 
Mr.  Hancard,  but  this  gentleman  was  bought  out 
by  our  subject,  who,  although  not  a  practical  miller, 
has  been  quite  successful  in  the  business.  It  has  an 
abundant  supply  of  power  and  h;w  a  capacity  of 
seventy-five  barrels  per  day.     In  order  to  do  this 


our  subject  has  been  careful  to  employ  only  those 
who  are  intensely  pr.actical,  and  thoroughly  under- 
stands the  business  in  all  its  branches.  Since  the 
sickness  of  Ids  son-in-law,  the  superintendency  has 
been  in  the  hands  of  Mr.  Worthy  Lee,  a  gentleman 
intimate  with  every  department  of  his  calling,  and 
under  whose  man.agement  the  good  reputation  of 
this  mill  is  steadily  and  constantly  increasing. 

Our  subject  occupies  a  prominent  place  in  the 
township,  owing  to  this  fact,  and  is  at  the  same 
time  highly  esteemed  because  of  his  honor  in  all 
business  transactions  and  general  high  character. 
In  his  political  relations  he  affiliates  with  the  Demo- 
cratic party,  and  is  among  the  most  stable  and  con- 
sistent of  his  party. 


/p^^EOKGK  C.  WILKINSON  is  a  representative 
(II  (—y  "f  '■'i^*'  Empire  upon  which  the  sun  never 
^^K  sets,  and  although  for  many  years  a  resident 
of  this,  his  adopted  country,  he  presents  many  of 
the  national  char.acteristics  of  his  race.  He  came 
West  to  procure  a  home,  and  the  means  to  sustain 
the  same.  Being  English,  it  is  needless  to  add  he 
hung  on  to  4iis  purpose  until  it  was  attained,  and  to- 
day he  possesses  such  a  home  of  which  he  may  be 
justly  proud,  when  it  is  considered  how  many  rough 
roads  have  been  traveled  in  order  to  obtain  the 
secret  key  to  the  situation.  His  residence  and  beau- 
tiful farm  are  upon  sections  19  and  20,  Sherman 
Township,  and  exhibit  the  most  admirable  enter- 
prise, thrifty  cultivation,  and  abundant  fertility. 

Thomas  Wilkinson,  the  father  of  our  subject,  was 
born  in  Nottinghamshire,  England,  in  the  year  1790. 
His  first  employment  w.is  in  a  butcher  shop,  but  as 
a  J'oung  man  he  turned  to  the  profession  of  veter- 
inary surgeon,  which  he  practiced  with  much  suc- 
cess until  his  death,  which  occurred  in  1842.  The 
maiden  name  of  his  wife  was  Mary  A.  Cousens,  a 
native  of  the  same  county.  Their  family  comjirised 
five  children,  our  subject  being  the  only  son.  Their 
names  are  as  follows:  Mary  A.,  the  wife  of  George 
Hardy,  one  of  Iowa's  well-to-do  farmers;  Carolina 
Wilson,  of  London,  Englanih;  our  subject;  Fanny 
Hardy,  a  widow,   who  makes  her   home  at  Island 
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Grove,  and  Jane,  who  resides  in  London,  England, 
and  is  still  unmarried. 

In  Grassthorpe,  Nottinghamshire,  England,  was 
born  on  the  6th  of  October,  1824,  the  subject  of 
this  sketch.  All  the  days  of  childhood  and 
youth,  the  school  days,  and  also  those  when  he 
joined  the  army  of  wage  workers,  were  spent  at 
home,  and  under  this  sheltering  roof  he  remained 
until  he  had  passed  his  eighteenth  birthday.  From 
that  time  he  continued  for  three  years  in  a  butcher 
shop,  learning  the  trade,  which  he  afterward  fol- 
lowed for  about  two  years;  then,  in  1847,  he  came 
to  New  York,  and  from  there  went  to  Rochester, 
where  he  remained  a  year  working  at  his  trade. 
Thence  he  went  to  New  Orleans,  which  was  his 
home  for  about  five  j'ears,  during  which  time  he 
continued  at  his  trade,  and  succeeded  in  making 
somewhat  of  a  start  toward  the  success  of  to-day. 
At  the  close  of  that  period  he  i-eturned  to  Roch- 
ester ;  thence  west  to  Illinois,  where  he  rented  a  farm 
in  Whiteside  County,  and  for  four  years  saw  j^ros- 
perous  times  in  that  new  departure.  During  this 
period  lie  lived  with  his  sister,  who  was  upon  an  ad- 
joining farm. 

The  waves  of  war  that  suiged  and  billowed 
filled  the  whole  country  with  the  noise  of  their  roar- 
ing, and  in  common  with  others  who  had  learned  to 
love  the  star-spangled  banner,  our  subject  enlisted 
in  Company  F,  93d  Illinois  Infancy,  and  proceeded 
to  the  barracks  at  Chicago,  where,  after  a  short 
period  spent  in  necessary  drill  and  outfitting,  with 
his  regiment  he  went  to  the  front,  and  became  one 
of  the  Army  of  the  Potomac.  He  participated  in 
the  great  conflict  at  Lookout  Mountain,  Missionary 
Ridge,  Champion  Hills,  Vicksburg  and  Altoona.  He 
was  also  in  Sherman's  renowned  march  to  the  se.a, 
and  on  the  3d  of  January,  1865,  received  an  honor- 
able discharge  at  Louisville,  Ky. 

Upon  leaving  the  army,  our  subject  returned  to 
Illinois,  and  there  spent  one  year.  During  this  year, 
however,  he  surrendered  himself  to  the  womanly 
graces  and  attributes  of  Miss  Rebecca  Jane  Borton, 
the  daughter  of  Darling  H.  and  Anna  (Ingling) 
Borton,  natives  of  New  Jersey  and  Ohio  respect- 
ively. Their  family  numbered  six  children,  two  of 
whom  were  daughters.  There  are  now  but  four 
I    members  of  this  interesting  family  living.     The  wife 


of  our  sul)ject  was  the  youngest  child,  and  was  born 
Aug.  1 ,  1 843.  Her  marriage  was  celebrated  at 
Davenport,  Iowa,  on  the  15th  of  June,  1866.  Al- 
most immediately  after  the  happy  event  the  young 
couple  started  with  wagon,  team,  and  some  stock, 
and  continued  their  westerly  journey  until  their  ar- 
rival in  this  county,  where  he  entered  a  homestead 
of  160  acres.  The  land  taken  by  our  subject  was 
in  the  hands  of  a  "squatter"  who  had  a  small  log 
cabin  that  covered  a  site  12x13  feet,  and  had  eight 
acres  of  ground  broken.  Our  subject  paid  him  1200 
for  his  interest,  and  then  took  it  as  noted  above. 
At  that  time  the  township  was  all  Government  land, 
and  was  exceedingly  sparsely  settled,  .is  will  be  seen 
when  it  is  noticed  that  only  eleven  houses  stood  as 
a  nucleus  of  the  present  beautiful  and  enterprising 
city  of  Beatrice,  and  that  between  tliat  place  and 
the  house  of  our  subject,  a  distance  of  fourteen 
miles,  there  were  only  four  houses.  Since  that  time 
our  subject  has  been  enabled  to  purchase  more  land, 
until  he  controls  a  full  half-section. 

The  family  of  our  subject  comprises  two  chil- 
dren, who  have  been  named  Mary  C.  and  Thomas 
p].  In  political  matters  Mr.  Wilkinson  affiliates 
with  the  Republican  party,  and  finds  in  it  that  which 
is  in  harmony  with  his  principles  and  thought  in 
such  matters.  For  several  years  he  has  been  a  mem- 
ber of  the  School  Board,  and  fills  that  office  with 
satisfaction  to  all.  Despite  heavy  trials,  reverses 
and  adversity,  our  subject  has  continued  faithfully 
with  the  work  he  began,  and  has  for  years  been 
numbered  among  the  most  prosperous  and  valued 
citizens  of  Sherman  Township. 

Among  the  portraits  of  representative  citizens  of 
Gage  County'  presented  in  this  Album  may  be 
found  that  of  Mr.  Wilkinson. 


<S^  DWARD  G.  RATHBUN.  Gage  County  con- 
|U]  tains  its  full  quota  of  young  men,  who  fill 
/JL--^  divers  and  honorable  positions  in  the  vari- 
ous departments  of  professional  and  business  life. 
It  is  the  purpose  of  this  sketch  to  introduce  to  the 
reader  one  such,  who  has  cai'ved  for  himself  a  finan- 
cial prosperity,  and  built  up  3.  position  that  is  at 
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once  substantial,  and  more  truly  compliiuentaiy 
tlieu  any  mere  eulogy,  which  this  sketch  is  not  de- 
signed to  be.  If  in  the  following  lines  the  facts 
stated  reflect  creditably  upon  the  subject,  ;is  they 
must,  there  is  supplied  the  inevitable  reason. 

Our  subject  was  born  in  Ogle  County,  111.,  on 
the  2Gth  of  December,  18C3,  and  is  the  youngest 
son  and  last  living  of  Job  B.  and  Olive  M.  (Buck) 
Rathbun.  The  mother  of  our  subject  bade  her  last 
farewell  to  her  family,  and  went  to  her  rest  at  the  age 
of  fort^'-seven  years,  in  18b0.  This  lady  was  born 
in  Steuben  County,  N.  Y.,  of  which  State  her  par- 
ents were  also  natives.  Thoiighout  her  life  she  was 
a  devout  member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church,  and  died  in  the  faith.  The  father  of  our 
subject  was  also  born  in  Steuben  County,  and  was 
there  reared  to  manhood.  After  their  marriage  the 
j'oung  couple  settled  in  their  native  State,  but  only 
for  a  short  time;  they  then  removed  to  Ogle 
County,  111.,  and  located  on  a  farm  near  Rochelle. 
In  1871  he  came  to  this  State  and  has  since  made 
his  home  here,  for  the  greater  part  of  the  time  at 
DeWitt.  He  is  the  owner  of  3,000  acres  of  ground, 
with  the  exception  of  a  very  small  portion  all  in  a 
very  high  state  of  cultivation.  He  is  one  of  the 
wealthy  men  of  the  county,  and  has  accumulated 
the  greater  part  in  this  State. 

Mr.  Rathbun  came  to  this  county  with  his  father, 
and  from  that  time  has  made  it  his  home.  On  the 
22d  of  February,  1887,  he  was  united  in  marriage, 
in  Blakely  Township,  to  Miss  Nellie  Whipple.  This 
lady  is  a  native  of  Illinois,  in  which  State  she 
was  born  on  the  23d  of  March,  1870,  and  came  to 
Nebraska  with  her  parents  when  fifteen  years  old. 
Her  parents  are  well  connected,  and  have  made 
many  friends.  Quite  recently,  however,  they  re- 
moved back  to  Illinois.  Our  subject  and  his  wife 
are  the  parents  of  one"  ehi'id,  to  whom  has  been 
given  the  name  Edna  May. 

The  home  of  our  subject  is  situated  on  section 
10,  Lincoln  Township,  and  comprises  160  acres  of 
very  fine  agricultural  land.  He  has  spared  no 
pains  in  improving  his  property,  and  being  thor- 
oughly acquainteil  with  all  the  work  of  the  farm, 
he  has  brought  it  up  to  a  ver}'  high  standard  of 
efficiency,  and  other  things  being  equal,  harvests  ns 
fine   a  crop  as  can   be   found  in  the  district.     His 


settlement  here  dates  from  ISHG.and  most  certainly 
his  time  has  been  fully  and  most  profitably  filled. 

Mr.  Rathbun  takes  great  interest  in  the  political 
situation,  and  usually  votes  with  the  Re|)ublican 
part3',  which  looks  upon  him  as  a  member  who  in 
the  days  to  come,  if  he  continues  as  he  has  begun, 
will  figure  in  no  mean  place  in  the  future  history  of 
the  county,  and  perhaps  in  a  larger  sphere. 


(^^'EBBE  T.  FISSKR,  a  worthy  member  of 
j^^^  the  farming  community  of  Clatonia  Town- 
*5^y<  ship,  owns  320  acres  on  sections  10  and  11, 
which  he  has  oi)erated  to  good  advantage  since  the 
fall  of  1874.  Like  many  others  of  the  solid  men  of 
this  county  his  early  home  was  on  the  other  side  of 
the  Atlantic,  in  Hanover,  Germany,  which  at  the 
time  of  his  birth.  May  fl,  181'J,  wiis  under  the  do- 
minion of  the  King. 

The  parents  of  our  subject,  Tebbe  and  Antye 
(Gummerf )  Fisser.  were  of  pure  German  ancestry, 
and  he  was  llieir  eldest  son.  The  family  consisted 
of  eight  children;  one  is  in  Germany  and  one  in 
this  country.  Tebbe  T.  was  given  a  good  German 
education,  and  in  the  twelfth  year  of  his  age  began 
his  apprenticeship  at  the  blacksmith's  tr.ade.  which 
he  followed  upon  his  native  soil  until  the  spring  of 
1848.  He  had  now  resolved  to  emigi-ate  to  Amer- 
ica, not  being  satisfied  with  his  condition  or  his 
prospects  in  his  native  country,  and  accordingly 
took  passage  on  a  sailing-vessel  at  Bremerhaven, 
and  after  an  ocean  voyage  of  si.\  weeks  and  three 
days  landed  in  the  cit}'  of  New  Orleans;  thence  he 
took  a  steamer  for  .St.  I^ouis,  Mo.,  where  he  so- 
journed two  and  one-half  months  engaged  in  general 
work.  Then,  making  his  way  eastward  across  the 
Mississippi,  he  took  up  his  residence  in  Schuyler 
County,  111.,  where  he  labored  first  on  a  farm  and 
a  few  months  later  rented  a  tr.act  of  land,  which  he 
operated  some  time,  and  then  bought  a  farm  in  the 
same  count}-. 

The  ten  years  following  Mr.  F'isser  was  engaged 
in  farming  and  blacksmithing  alternately,  and  in 
the  f.all  of  1874  left  Illinois  and  settled  in  Clatonia 
Township,  this  county,  where  he  has  since  lived. 
He  is  now  the  owner  of  320  acres  of  good  land,  to 
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which  he  has  obtained  a  clear  title  solely  bj'  the  ex- 
ercise of  his  industry  and  perseverance.  His  toils 
and  sacrifices  have  been  shared  by  one  of  the  most 
estimable  of  women,  who  has  been  his  faithful  and 
devoted  wife  and  his  wise  counselor  for  over  forty- 
three  years.  To  this  lady,  who  was  in  her  girlhood 
Miss  Mary  E.  Schmid,  he  was  married  May  9, 
1845,  in  his  native  German}'.  Mrs.  Fisser  was 
born  in  Hanover,  June  17,  1818.  She,  with  her 
husband,  is  a  consistent  member  of  the  German 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  in  which  Mr.  F.  has 
served  a  number  of  years  as  Class-Leader  and  Super- 
intendent of  the  Sunday-school.  Both  have  taken 
a  warm  interest  in  church  matters,  contributing 
liberally  to  its  support  and  prosperit}'.  Mr.  F., 
politically,  votes  independently,  believing  in  sup- 
porting principles  instead  of  men.  He  has  served 
as  School  Director  in  his  district  three  years,  and  is 
one  of  those  men  in  whom  the  community  have 
entire  confidence,  and  whose  woi'il  is  as  good  as  his 
bond.  In  a  comfortable  home,  surrounded  by 
friends  and  the  other  good  things  of  life,  Mr.  Fisser 
is  but  enjoying  the  fruits  of  an  honorable  career, 
in  which  there  has  never  been  a  questionable  act. 


-t 


.^  HARLES  W.  GEORGE  is  the  present  Clerk 
i/(^  of  Elm  Township,  and  is  a  young  man  who 
^^^  possesses  many  admirable  qualities  of  man- 
hood, as  is  proved  by  the  honorable  position  which 
he  occupies  and  the  universal  esteem  in  which  he 
is  held  by  the  people  of  his  community.  His  father, 
Daniel  F.  George,  was  born  in  New  Hampshire  in 
1819,  and  his  mother,  whose  maiden  name  was 
Mary  Jaue  Mitchell,  was  born  in  Adams  County, 
Ohio,  in  1829.  The  father  moved  to  Whiteside 
Count}',  111.,  where  he  was  one  of  the  pioneer  set- 
tlers, and  where  he  still  lives  and  follows  the  oc- 
cupation of  farming. 

•  Our  subject  was  born  in  Whiteside  County,  May 
28,  1854,  and  his  early  life  was  spent  on  his  father's 
farm,  and  in  acquiring  the  education  furnished  by 
the  common  schools  of  that  ti-me,  after  which  he 
attended  for  one  year  the  Commercial  College  at 
Clinton,  Iowa,  and  was  well  prepared  to  begin  an 
active  business  life.     He  remained  with  his  father 


and  engaged  in  agricultural  pursuits  until  the  year 
1882,  when  he  removed  to  his  present  farm,  con- 
sisting of  160  acres  on  section  30,  Elm  Township. 
When  he  came  on  his  land  it  was  in  a  rough,  un- 
cultivated condition,  and  he  has  made  all  of  the 
improvements  on  it,  having  erected  good  buildings, 
made  rows  of  fencing  and  planted  groves  of  native 
timber. 

On  the  2d  of  October,  1882,  our  subject  was 
married,  in  AVhiteside  County,  111.,  to  Miss  Hattie 
Hudson,  who  was  born  in  Garden  Plain,  in  the  be- 
fore-mentioned county.  She  is  a  daughter  of  John 
H.  and  Amanda  (Mitchell)  Hudson,  who  were  both 
natives  of  Ohio,  and  had  moved  to  Whiteside 
County,  where  the  former  was  engaged  in  business 
as  a  merchant  and  shipper  of  stock.  In  1878  his 
house  was  entered  by  burglars,  and  he  unfortunately 
met  his  death  by  a  pistol  shot  from  the  hand  of  one 
of  the  intruders.  Mrs.  George  completed  the  course 
of  instruction  at  Fulton  College,  and  then  for  three 
3'ears  she  was  engaged  in  teaching  in  the  public 
schools  of  her  native  town.  She  also  made  a  thor- 
ough study  of  music  and  became  an  accomplished 
performer,  giving  instructions  in  that  accomplish- 
ment for  four  years. 

To  the  home  of  our  subject  and  his  wife  there 
were  sent  three  little  children,  two  of  whom, 
although  they  were  received  with  hearts  full  of  affec- 
tion and  were  tenderly  cared  for  by  devoted  par- 
ents, were  not  allowed  to  remain  long  in  the  home 
which  they  had  brightened,  but  were  called  to  a 
higher  sphere  to  beckon  with  their  young  hands  to 
the  bereaved  parents.  Their  names  are  remem- 
bered as  John  and  Harry,  Calvin  Mitchell  being 
left  to  comfort  his  parents.  Our  subject  and  his 
wife  are  esteemed  members  of  the  Presbyterian 
Church,  at  Diller,  Jefferson  County. 

Mr.  George  served  as  -Town  Treasurer  during 
the  years  1885  and  1886,  and  he  was  elected  Clerk 
of  the  township  in  the  fall  of  1886,  re-elected  in 
1887,  and  has  given  general  satisfaction  and  won 
the  approval  of  all.  He  votes  with  the  Repub- 
lican party.  Mrs.  George  is  a  strong  temperance 
advocate,  and  is  a  lady  in  every  way  refined  and 
amiable,  her  cultivated  taste  showing  to  good  ad- 
vantage in  the  excellent  manner  in  which  she  orders 
her  home  and    its  appointments.     They  are  very 
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happilj-  situated  in  every  respect,  and  our  subject 
has  a  bright  prospect  for  the  future,  having  already- 
ascended  several  steps  in  the  ladder  of  fame.  Mr. 
George  was  formerly  a  member  of  Lodge  No.  566, 
A.  F.  &  A.  M.,  at  Albany,  III.,  but  since  the  organ- 
ization of  a  lodge  at  Diller  has  attached  his  mem- 
bership to  the  latter. 


li^^OBERT  T.  JERMAN.  Among  those  who 
\i^  with  patriotic  heroism  left  all  to  stand  in 
/4i '\\  defense  of  their  country  when  the  storm  of 
^^civil  war  liurst  ui)on  us,  was  the  subject  of 
this  sketch,  who  also  has  since  done  all  that  lay  in 
his  power  to  aid  in  the  development  and  upbuild- 
ing of  the  Great  West.  Mr.  Jerraan  is  a  native  of 
the  Bucke3'e  State,  having  been  l)orn  in  Russell- 
ville.  Brown  Co.,  Ohio,  on  the  12th  of  April,  183V, 
and  is  the  son  of  George  and  Rebecca  (Bivans) 
.Terman,  natives  respectively  of  New  Jersey  and 
Pennsylvania.  They  were  united  in  marriage  in 
Hillsboro,  and  subsequentlj'  took  up  their  residence 
in  Brown  County.  In  the  3'ear  1850  they  went  to 
Peoria  County,  111.,  and  settled  upon  a  farm  near 
Trivoli.  There  the  father  of  our  subject  died  at  the 
age  of  seventy-two  years,  in  the  3'ear  1880,  and  the 
mother  in  the  year  1884,  aged  eighty  years  and 
eighteen  d.a3's.  They  were  the  parents  of  nine  chil- 
dren, five  of  whom  are  living,  whose  names  arc  re- 
corded as  follows:  Julia,  now  Mrs.  William  Wright; 
Robert,  our  subject;  Jonathan;  Sarah;  Fredouia, 
who  is  happily  married  to  Arthur  A.  Pierce. 

R.  T.  Jerraan  was  reared  upon  the  farm,  and 
early  initiated  into  the  why  and  wherefore  of 
things  connected  therewith.  When  the  family  re- 
moved to  Illinois  he  was  about  fourteen  3^ears  of 
age,  and  he  remained  working  with  his  father  until 
the  bugle  note  of  war's  alarm  rang  throughout  the 
country,  calling  men  from  oflice  and  store,  and 
from  bench  and  plow.  Our  subject  responded  with 
alacrity  born  of  loyalty  to  the  flag,  and  in  1861  he 
enlisted  in  Company  C,  57th  Illinois  Infantry,  and 
served  for  three  3'ears  and  thirteen  da3's,  when  he 
was  mustered  out  at  Savannah,  Ga.  He  was  an 
active  combatant  in  the  battles  of  Shiloh  and  Cor- 
inth, Miss.,  besides  a  large  number  of  engagements 


of  less  importance.  Upon  the  3<1  of  October, 
1863,  he  was  twice  wounded  at  Corinth.  Miss., 
once  in  the  face,  and  again  in  the  right  thigh.  At 
II0II3'  Springs  he  was  taken  prisoner,  and  after 
being  held  "in  durance  vile"  for  a  period  of  ten 
days,  he  was  paroled  and  returned  home,  and 
remained. until  April,  1863,  when  he  again  went  to 
the  front,  and  took  part  in  the  memorable  Atlanta 
campaign,  and  was  one  of  the  heroes  who  .accom- 
panied Sherman  in  the  memorable  march  which  has 
become  a  household  word  in  the  n.ation,  and  sup- 
plied the  theme  for  one  of  its  most  thrilling  pa- 
triotic songs. 

Upon  receiving  an  honorable  discharge,  our  sub- 
ject returned  to  Illinois  and  resumed  farming,  in 
which  he  continued  prosperouslj-  engaged  until  he 
came  to  Nebraska,  in  the  earl3'  part  of  1880,  and 
purchased  160  acres  of  land  situated  upon  section 
17  of  Midland  Township.  Here  he  has  been,  if  pos- 
sible, more  diligent,  active  and  enterprising  than 
in  Illinois,  and  has  accomi)lished  a  great  deal  along 
the  line  of  improving  his  propert3-,  in  spite  of  the 
fact  that  his  health  has  never  been  the  same  since 
his  army  life.  He  has,  however,  not  allowed  this 
to  hinder  more  than  was  absolutel3'  necessary,  and 
has  the  satisfaction  1  if  knowing  that,  should  there 
cornea  time  when  labor  will  bean  impossibilit3', 
he  has  quite  a  fair  competeuc3-  wherewith  to  help 
out  the  somewhat  slender  |)ension  sent  him  by 
Uncle  .Sam  in  remembrance  of  the  past. 

The  date  of  our  subject's  marriage,  which  has 
proved  one  of  the  happiest  steps  he  ever  took  in 
life,  was  Feb.  5,  1868,  when  he  was  united  to  Mag- 
dalcna  Lehman,  who  was  born  at  Polk,  Ashland 
Co.,  Ohio,  Aug.  9,  18-16.  and  is  a  daughter  of  Jacob 
Lehman,  a  native  of  Pennsylvania.  Her  parents 
had  a  famil3'of  eight  children.  The  farail3'  of  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Jerman  comprises  six  children,  whose 
names  are  recorded  as  follows:  Oliver  H.,  .Sarah  J., 
George   A.,  Oland  and  Ollie  (twins)  and   Perr3'   L. 

The  religious  sentiments  of  our  subject  and  his 
wife  led  them  to  affiliate  with  the  communion  of 
the  Methodist  Ei)iscopal  Church,  in  which  they  are 
quite  active  workers.  Sociall3',  Mr.  Jerman  is 
connected  with  Rawlins  Post  No.  35,  G.  A.  R.  In 
his  political  sentiments  our  subject  is  in  harmony 
with  the   principles  of  the   Republican   party,  and 
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has  always  been  thoroughly  consistent  and  active 
in  its  service.  He  has  for  one  term  filled  the  chair 
of  Justice  of  the  Peace  in  a  manner  that  reflects  in 
a  most  complimentary  manner  upon  him.  by  rea- 
son of  hie  patient  hearing,  careful  weighing  of  evi- 
dence, pro  and  con,  and  the  impartial  justice  of  his 
judgments. 


^[[  SA  THOMPSON  is  successfully  engaged  in 
m/ui     farming  on  section  10,  Blakely  Township, 

///iS  where  he  has  200  acres  of  good  land  in  an 
(i^  improved    condition.      He    came    to   this 

county  in  1878,  and  secured  his  land  two  years 
later,  consequently  all  of  the  improvements  have 
been  made  within  the  past  few  years.  He  was  born 
in  Montgomery  County,  Va.,  on  the  30th  of  May, 
1836,  and  is  one  of  a  family  of  twelve  children,  in- 
cluding seven  sons  and  five  daughters.  He  is  a  son 
of  Archibald  and  Rachel  (Reed)  Thompson,  who 
were  natives  of  Old  Virginia,  and  came  of  English 
jiarentage.  For  a  time  after  their  marriage  they 
made  their  home  in  their  native  State,  and  then 
they  moved  to  Greene  County,  Tenn.,  where  they 
remained  until  the  tinie  of  their  death,  that  of  the 
father  occurring  when  he  was  seventy-two  years  old, 
and  the  mother  when  she  was  seventy-seven  years 
old.  The  father  was  engaged  in  farming,  and  was 
a  Dnnkard  minister,  holding  that  relation  to  his 
church  for  a  period  of  fifty  years,  and  was  active 
and  zealous  in  the  cause  of  his  religion.  The 
mother  had  also  held  the  same  religious  faith  all 
her  life. 

Our  subject  remained  under  the  parental  roof  in 
Eastern  Tennessee,  and  received  his  education  in  the 
common  schools.  On  the  3d  of  July,  1857,  he  was 
united  in  marriage,  in  Sullivan  County,  with  Miss 
Catherine  Bond,  who  was  born  in  that  county  on 
the  12th  of  January,  1839.  Her  parents  were  na- 
tives of  the  same  place,  and  were  engaged  in  farm- 
ing, but  both  ai-e  now  deceased.  Mrs.  Catherine 
Thompson  lived  to  come  with  her  husband  to  this 
State,  but  she  died  at  her  home  in  1883,  at  the  age 
of  forty  years.  She  was  the  mother  of  seven  chil- 
dren, of  whom  Melvin  and  MoUie  are  deceased. 
James  A.  married  Miss  Lizzie  Sparks,  and  they  re- 
4> 


side  on  a  farm  in  Perkins  County,  this  State,  having 
been  earlj'  pioneers  there;  R.  Ellen  is  the  wife  of 
John  Lamb,  and  they  live  in  Jefferson  Countj', 
where  they  are  engaged  in  farming;  Joshua  A.  mar- 
ried Miss  Ella  Rcid,  .and  they  are  living  on  a  new, 
unbroken  farm  in  Perkins  County;  Susan  A.,  Alice 
B..  Rufiis  E.  and  Hattie  A.  P.  E.  are  at  home. 

Mr.  Thompson  was  a  second  time  married  on  the 
28th  of  July.  1886,  to  Miss  Anna  C.  Buckley,  who 
was  born  in  the  Province  of  Ontario,  on  the  29th 
of  November,  1856.  Her  father,  John  Buckley, 
was  born  in  the  South  of  L'eland,  and  came  to  Can- 
ada when  he  was  a  young  and  single  man.  and  there 
engaged  as  a  farmer.  His  wife  was  Mary  Kurslen, 
who  was  also  a  native  of  the  South  of  Ireland,  and 
had  come  to  Canada  when  she  was  a  young  woman. 
She  had  embraced  the  Ca,tholic  faith,  and  was  the 
mother  of  a  family  of  seven  children,  four  sons  and 
three  daughters,  nil  of  whom  are  living.  She  died 
in  1875,  at  her  home  in  Canada,  aged  forty-nine 
years,  and  the  father  afterward  married  Catherine 
Stephens,  who  was  a  native  of  Canada.  The}'  after- 
ward came  to  Nebraska,  and  are  now  living  on  a 
farm  in  Blakely  Township. 

By  his  second  marriage  our  subject  is  the  father 
of  one  child,  named  John  L.  His  farm  is  veiy 
nicely  situated,  and  with  its  good  buildings,  fences, 
and  other  improvements  which  he  has  made,  it  pre- 
sents a  very  fine  appearance,  and  annually  produces 
good  crops  of  grain.  Mr.  Thompson  is  an  ardent 
Republican,  and  is  a  public-spirited  citizen,  stand- 
ing high  in  the  estimation  of  his  fellowraen. 


W^^  UGH  B.  BILDERBACK,  whose  beautiful 
|lf^)  and  thoroughly  well-cultivated  80-acre  farm 
A^  is  situated  on  section  28,  Logan  Township, 
(^  is  of  German  descent,  and  yet  it  were  hard 
to  find  in  this  or  an}^  other  State  a  more  thorough 
American  than  he.  His  grandfather  Bilderback  was 
born  in  Germany,  and  came  to  the  United  States  in 
the  early  part  of  the  present  century,  and  served 
throughout  the  War  of  1812  as  a  private,  and  sup- 
plies the  initial  chapter  of  the  history  of  the  family 
on  this  side  of  the  Atlantic. 

James  Bilderback,  the  father  of  our  subject,  was 
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l)orn  in  Jlonioe  Countj',  Tenn..  in  1824.  Ilis 
chosen  occupation  in  life  was  that  of  husbandry. 
In  1 862  he  removed  to  Greene  County.  III.,  and  con- 
tinued for  many  years  one  of  the  recognized,  pros- 
perous and  wealthy  farmers  of  the  county.  He  is 
at  present  livingat  Greenfield,  Greene  Count}".  His 
wife,  tlie  mother  of  our  subject,  was  Miss  Mary 
Moore,  who  was  born  in  Tennessee  in  the  j-car  1824, 
and  after  a  happy  wedded  life  died  upon  the  home- 
stead in  Greene  County,  in  1854.  .She  became  the 
mother  of  five  children,  whose  names  are  as  follows: 
Nancy;  Hugh  B.,  our  subject;  Mary,  Lee  and  Har- 
vey ;  both  the  latter  are  deceased. 

At  the  old  Tennessean  farmhouse,  upon  the  4th 
of  March,  1849,  the  subjectof  this  sketch  was  horn, 
and  tiiere  also  remained  until  his  father  removed 
to  Illinois,  and  from  that  time  until  he  attained  his 
majority  he  still  made  his  home  with  his  parents.  In 
addition  to  the  education  supplied  bj'  the  common 
schools,  it  was  the  privilege  of  our  subject  to  take 
the  High  School  course  for  three  years.  In  1873 
he  purchased  a  farm  in  Greene  County,  111.,  which 
he  continued  successfully  to  work  for  about  six 
years,  when,  in  1879,  he  sold  out  and  removed  to 
this  county,  settling  in  Logan  Township,  and  pur- 
chasing his  present  property. 

While  residing  in  Greene  County,  our  subject 
became  acquainted  with  a  beautiful  Illinoisan,  a 
lady  possessing  in  no  small  measure  those  attributes 
and  qualities  that  have  given  to  her  sex  the  scepter 
of  well-nigh  unlimited  sway,  an<l  places  in  her  hands 
the  power  to  make  complete  or  utterly  devastate 
the  lives  of  those  who  come  within  the  confines  of 
the  circle  of  her  ascendancy'.  To  this  lady  he  was 
united  in  marriage  on  the  18th  of  September,  187.'5, 
and  the  subsequent  history  has  shown  that  no  hap- 
pier step  was  ever  taken  by  him.  They  have  be- 
come the  parents  of  three  children — Adella,  Mary 
(deceased)  and  Truman  F. 

Miss  Charlotte  AVilkinson,  the  wife  of  our  sub- 
ject, was  born  in  Illinois,  on  the  26th  of  March,  1 850. 
Her  father.  Thompson  Wilkinson,  was  born  in  En- 
gland, May  7,  1817.  His  trade  was  that  of  a 
tinsmith,  but  for  man}'  years  he  has  been  ever  in- 
creasingly successful  in  farming,  and  at  present 
makes  his  home  in  this  county.  Her  mother,  Mary 
A.  Gardner,  w.is  born  in  Vermont,  in  1824,  and  is 


still  living.  Six  children  arc  the  fruit  of  this  union. 
These  are  Jane  A..  Mary,  .loiin,  Charlotte,  George 
and  Arthur. 

For  three  years  our  sul)ject  has  filled  the  office  of 
School  Treasurer,  but  rather  avoids  the  acceptance 
of  any  odice,  whatever  its  character.  In  the  Meth- 
odist Episcopal  Church  both  our  subject  and  wifp 
find  that  whieli  is  in  harmony  with  their  religious  be- 
lief, and  for  many  years  they  have  tjiken  their  places 
among  those  deeply  interested  in  the  work.  In 
political  matU>rs  Mr.  Bilderback  is  whole-hearted  in 
favor  of  the  Republican  i)arty.  and  is  active  in  its 
interest.  In  every  circle,  whether  within  or  with- 
out the  home,  our  subject  impresses  one  with  the 
idea  of  his  manly  character,  his  uprightness  and 
honor,  and  he  is  accorded,  as  is  also  his  wife,  the 
unqualified  respect  and  esteem  of  the  community  at 
large. 


_^    H.  WICKERSIIAM  is  an  adherent  of  that 
^fJl    religious   sect    which    bears  a   world-wide 
III  14)    reputation  for  its  principles  of  uprightness, 
^  and  its  strict  adherence  to  the  teachings  of 

the  Bible,  carrying  its  religious  zeal  inU>the  every- 
day business  transactions,  and  exhorting  its  mem- 
bers to  live  lives  of  purity  and  holiness.  Perhaps 
no  other  sect  embraces  a  membership  composed  so 
largely  of  cultured  and  cultivated  Christian  people, 
successful  in  business  life,  uniformly  charital)le,  and 
in  harmony  with  the  worhi.  as  tiiat  to  which  we 
refer — the  Quakers — who  had  their  earliest  and 
ablest  advocate  in  this  country  in  the  person  of 
William  Pcnn.  The  parents  of  our  subject  were 
connected  with  the  Society  of  Friends,  and  the 
father,  Abner,  w.as  born  in  Clinton  County,  Ohio, 
and  the  mother,  Le.ah,  near  L3nchburg,  Va.  The 
father  lived  on  his  farm  in  Grant  County,  Ind..for 
fifteen  years,  and  in  1855  he  moved  to  Marshall 
County,  Iowa,  where  he  became  very  well  situated, 
and  was  the  owner  of  800  acres  of  land  in  that 
county,  besides  ^15,000  in  personal  property.  In 
the  winter  of  1887-88  he  made  a  visit  to  Florida, 
and  was  taken  violently  ill.  and  died  very  suddenly 
on  the  8th  of  March,  I8K8,  in  his  seventieth  year. 
The  mother  resides  in  Maishall  County,  and  is 
seventy-one  years  old,  having  lived  to  see  her  five 
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chilrlren  grown  to  manhood  and  well  establisherl. 
They  are:  Samuel,  Thomas,  Asf.ph  H.,  Enoch  H. 
and  Benjamin  Franklin. 

Our  subject  was  born  near  Marion.  Grant  Co.. 
Ind..  on  the  6tli  of  November.  1848,  and  was  past 
six  years  old  when  he  came  to  Iowa.  He  had  just 
begun  to  attend  school  in  Indiana,  and  when  he 
reached  Iowa  the  educational  advantages  were  so 
limited  that  it  was  not  until  the  third  winter  that 
our  subject  was  near  any  school  which  he  could 
attend.  He  grew  up  to  young  manhood,  and  re- 
mained at  home  until  he  was  eighteen  years  old, 
when  he  went  to  Michigan,  and  engaged  in  the  pine 
woods  for  which  that  State  is  so  noted.  He  after- 
ward went  to  St.  Louis,  and  engaged  in  teaming, 
continuing  that  occupation  for  one  and  a  half 
years,  and  then  returned  to  his  home,  and  worked 
for  his  father  during  one  season.  He  then  obtained 
permission  to  open  up  a  farm  of  160  acres  in 
Mitchell  County,  which  his  father  owned,  and  after- 
ward, in  1871,  he  went  to  Kansas,  and  pre-empted 
160  acres,  and  also  homesteaded  160  acres,  which 
was  quite  a  large  amount  to  be  under  the  supervis- 
ion of  so  3'oung  a  man.  But  our  subject  was  enter- 
prising and  industrious,  and  managed  with  great 
success  until  the  fall  of  1874,  when  he  sold  his 
homestead,  and  returned  to  Marshall  County, 
Iowa. 

In  the  fall  of  the  year  1873  our  subject  was  mar- 
ried to  Miss  Lydia  E.  Wickersham,  a  daughter  of 
Tryon  and  Elizabeth  Wickersham,  who  wasanative 
of  Columbiana  County,  Ohio,  and  he  remained  in 
Marshall  County  until  1877,  after  which  he  rented 
a  farm,  on  which  he  remained  for  two  and  a  half 
years,  in  Page  County.  In  1879  he  moved  to  Atch- 
ison County,  Mo.,  where  he  purchased  160  acres 
of  land,  and  engaged  in  farming  for  four  and  a  half 
years,  meeting  with  much  success.  The  large  num- 
ber of  emigrants  coming  from  foreign  countries  at 
that  time  and  flocking  to  the  Great  West,  caused  an 
advance  in  the  price  of  land,  and  our  subject  sold 
his  farm  at  a  good  price,  and  came  to  Nebraska  in 
the  fall  of  1883,  having  previously  purchased  440 
acres  in  this  county.  He  has  set  out  an  orchard 
containing  fifty  fruit  trees,  and  also  a  grove  of 
liardwood  trees,  containing  ash,  maple,  etc.  On 
the  1st  of  July,   1888,  he  purchased   160acres_on 


the  northwest  quarter  of  section  3,  Hooker  Town- 
ship, making  him  the  owner  of  600  acres. 

Our  subject  adopted  Harry  Wickersham,  for 
whom  he  has  cared,  and  in  whose  welfare  he  is 
interested  as  if  he  were  Ins  own  child.  He  has  been 
prosperous,  and  has  built  a  very  good  and  conven- 
ient house  and  farm  buildings,  and  in  various  other 
ways  he  has  improved  and  added  to  the  value  of 
his  farm.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Wickersham  are  well- 
known  members  of  society,  and  enjoy  the  friend- 
ship and  esteem  of  a  large  circle  of  acquaintances. 


■f^  AVID  LITTLEJOHN.    To  the  citizens  of 
I    jj]  Hanover  Township  and  Gage  County  gen- 
(fiJ^^    erally   this  gentleman  needs  no  introduc- 
^''^  tion.     His  extensive  business  relations  as 

a  farmer  and  ranchman,  his  prominence  in  po- 
litical circles,  and  the  influential  position  he  has 
come  to  occupy  since  his  settlement  in  the  State,  all 
render  such  introduction  unnecessary.  Without 
further  remark,  therefore,  it  will  be  endeavored 
briefly  to  sketch  the  salient  features  of  his  history. 
He  is  a  descendant  of  a  wealthy  Scotch  famil3'  of 
influence  and  position,  and  was  born  in  Kilbirnie, 
Ayrshire,  Scotland.  His  father,  William  Littlejohn, 
was  a  large  land-owner,  and  an  influential  man  in 
the  community  and  district  in  which  his  property' 
was  situated.  The  mother  of  our  subject,  whose 
maiden  name  was  Jeantte  Fife,  is  the  descendant  of 
a  long  line  of  ancestry  who  bore  that  honored  name, 
their  record  covering  a  period  of  over  700  years, 
and  mingling  always  in  honorable  record  through 
the  stirring  scenes  of  the  history  of  the  '•  uncon- 
querable country."  In  later  times,-  when  society 
had  become  more  settled  and  its  pursuits  of  a  more 
peaceful  nature,  the  representatives  of  this  family 
came  to  occupy  important  positions  in  society  and 
commercial  circles  as  the  proprietors  and  operators 
of  extended  factory  interests.  The  father  of  the 
mother  of  our  subject  was  superintendent  of  a  large 
herring  net  factory,  while  on  the  paternal  side 
the  family  represented  extensive  coal  and  iron 
interests. 

Owing  to  the  unfortunate  hold  that  intemperate 
habits  obtained  over  the  grandfather  of  our  sub- 
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ject,  circumstances  were  such  tlmt  William  Lit- 
tlejohn  emigrated  with  his  famil}-.  arid  sottleil  in 
Illinois  in  1855.  and  after  a  residence  of  eleven 
j-ears  emigrated  to  Nebraska,  where  Mr.  Littlejohn. 
Sr.,  died  at  the  age  of  fift3--one  years.  His  wife, 
the  mother  of  onr^nbject.  is  still  living  on  the 
homestead  in  Hanover  Township,  and  although 
sixty  years  of  age,  enjoys  the  full  use  of  her  facul- 
ties and  as  a  rule  excellent  health.  She  is  the 
mother  of  fourteen  children,  anc)  of  these  our  sub- 
ject is  the  eldest,  and  was  born  upon  the  25th  of 
January,  1850,  of  which  fact  as  a  Scotchman  he  is 
justly"  proud  because  it  is  also  the  aniversary  of  the 
birthday  of  Robert  Burns,  tlie  immortal  poet  of 
Scotland. 

Our  subject  is  po.ssessed  of  a  memory  that  is  re- 
markable in  its  strength,  clearness  and  tenacity,  and 
is  enabled  to  recall  distinctly  the  old  Scotch  home 
and  incidents  connected  therewith;  the  family, 
especially  his  grandfather,  also  the  more  noteworthy 
events  connected  with  his  coming  to  this  country, 
and  the  early  life  in  Morgan  and  Madison  Counties, 
111.  At  the  age  of  seven  years  our  subject  began 
to  work  as  a  trapper  in  the  coal  mines,  and  after 
working  hours  would  devote  his  evenings  to  study 
and  schooling,  by  which  means  he  obtained  almost  all 
his  education.  The  father  of  our  subject  at  first 
put  by  a  large  part  of  his  earnings,  and  then  in- 
vested in  buildings  and  city  property,  and  before 
long  succeeded  in  becoming  the  owner  of  a  very 
handsome  home  besides  other  possessions.  A  small  in- 
cumbrance on  his  property  and  a  mortgage  held  by 
Southern  sympathisers  ltd  to  a  litigation,  in  which  he 
became  discouraged  and  let  all  his  property  go. 
Recovering  somewhat,  with  energy  characteristic 
of  his  family  throughout  its  history,  he  began  again 
and  for  the  third  time  to  climb  the  Ladder  of  fort- 
une, this  time  putting  all  his  money  intoWesU-rn 
lands,  chiefly  in  Gage  County;  in  this  example  he 
w.as  followed  by  his  sons,  and  it  was  not  long  before 
he  became  the  owner  of  two  sections  of  land. 

The  family  of  which  our  subject  was  a  member 
came  to' Nebraska  in  1869,  and  the  boy.s  went  to 
work  upon  the  land.  Until  the  death  of  the  father 
they  continued  to  operate  the  property  together, 
but  shortly  after  his  death  it  was  divided  as  his  last 
wishes  had   directed.     This  removal  was  in  many 
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regards  very  beneficial  to  the  family  and  gave  to 
each  a  new  start  in  a  new  country  ;  at  the  same  time 
it  is  indicative  of  the  uncompromising  energy  anil 
strength  of  character  which  arc  characteristic  of  this 
interesting  family. 

In  1876  the  subject  of  our  sketch  was  united  in 
marriage  to  Miss  Mary  Ann  Smith,  of  Sangamon 
County,  III.  They  liad  lived  in  close  proximity  U> 
each  other  in  that  State,  and  it  was  with  pleasure 
that  .Mr.  L.  at  hist  fulfilled  his  many  hopes,  and 
returned  to  this  .State  to  claim  his  bride.  Our  sub- 
ject was  careftd  to  make  every  provision  for  the 
proposed  change  prior  to  taking  this  journey,  so 
that  nothing  might  be  wanting  upon  their  arrival  at 
their  Nebraska  home.  They  have  become  parents 
of  one  child,  whom  they  have  named  William  S. 
Mrs.  Littlejohn  is  the  daughter  of  David  and  Kliza- 
beth  (Simpson)  Smith,  natives  of  Scotlanil,  and  born 
not  far  from  the  city  of  Glasgow.  Her  family  is 
one  of  the  very  old  Scotch  families  of  the  district, 
and  they  are  allied  to  the  once  powerful  and  nolde 
Stewarts  and  McDonalds. 

Mrs.  Littlejohn  was  born  in  LaSallc  County,  III., 
Nov.  3.  1857,  and  was  twelve  years  of  .age  when 
she  went  to  Sangamon  Countj'.  Her  mother  dieil 
in  the  year  1871,  .aged  forty-two  years.  She  was 
the  mother  of  sixteen  children,  the  wife  of  our  sub- 
ject being  the  seventh  born.  After  the  death  of 
her  mother  she  was  thrown  almost  entirely  upon 
her  own  resourees,  and  although  but  twelve  years 
of  .ige,  made  a  noble  stand  and  gathered  her  strength 
to  battle  her  way  through  the  world.  She  continued 
in  the  conflict  until  she  became  the  wife  of  our  sub- 
ject, and  formed  a  union  so  true  that  it  is  almost 
impossible  to  find  one  more  complete  and  happy. 
In  the  relations  of  this  new  life,  the  relations  of 
wife  and  mother,  she  has  presented  the  most  beauti- 
ful disiwsition,  faithfulness  and  devotedness,  which 
have  been  strengthened  and  enhanced  by  the  firm- 
ness of  her  Christian  faith  and  character.  She  is 
one  of  the  most  consistent  and  active  members  of 
the  Free  Will  Baptist  Church,  of  Nemaha,  where 
she  is  always  remembered  as  one  who  at  all  times 
has  been  equal  to  the  many  demands  necessarily 
made,  and  in  every  "  work  of  faith  and  lalior  of 
love  "  has  risen  to  the  opportunity  presented  and 
the    resijonsibility    of   her  Christian  calling.     The 
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effect  upon  her  life  is  such  that  no  one  can  be  in 
her  presence  long  without  the  realization  of  some- 
thing of  a  higher  life  in  its  motives,  aspirations  and 
purity. 

The  farm  operated  by  our  subject  is  situated  on 
section  10,  in  Hanover  Township,  and  27  of  Nemaha 
Township,  and  includes  the  eastern  half  of  both, 
also  two  and  three-quarter  sections  in  Hanover 
Township,  a  total  of  2,080  acres,  thus  making 
him,  perhaps,  the  largest  farmer  and  ranchman  in 
the  county.  Not  only  is  this  true,  but  he  is  the 
most  successful,  for  his  energy,  his  Intimate  know- 
ledge of  the  business,  his  shrewd  sagacity,  natural 
abilit3^  and  reserve  force,  are  such  as  to  bring  him 
to  the  front  in  almost  any  work  he  might  undertake, 
but  more  especially  in  that  which  is  his  chosen  oc- 
cupation, and  therefore  most  congenial  to  him. 
Not  that  he  has  been  entirely  free  from  reverses, 
for  of  these  he  has  had  his  full  quota,  but  that  he 
has  been  enabled  in  spite  of  them  to  continually 
strengthen  his  position,  and  add  to  his  possessions. 
As  a  sample  of  the  adverse  circumstances  he  has  had 
to  meet,  we  might  mention  that  wherein  lightning 
destroyed  at  one  time  all  his  horses,  upon  another 
occasion  three  horses  and  seventy-five  hogs,  while 
yet  again,  it  destroyed  fifteen  hogs  and  five  horses, 
so  that  it  would  seem  that  if,  according  to  the  old 
adage,  "  lightning  never  strikes  twice  in  one  place," 
it  may  still  strike  repeatedly  the  same  person  through 
his  property. 

Upon  his  farm  our  subject  keeps  employed  ten 
teams  of  work  horses  and  mules,  and  never  less  than 
six  men.  Upon  the  ranch  there  are  seldom  found 
less  than  170  head  of  cattle,  and  1,200  high-grade 
Merino  sheep,  and  hogs  sufficient  to  fill  completely 
three  or  four  cars.  In  hog-raising  Mr.  Littlejohn 
has  been  very  fortunate,  and  has  been  able  to  make 
some  of  his  most  lucrative  ventures,  but  more  at- 
tention is  given  to  his  Merinoes  than  anything  else. 
He  usually  obtains  about  7,200  pounds  of  wool, 
■which  represents  a  market  value  of  not  less  tlian 
$1,200  to  $1,400. 

In  politics  our  subject  is  with  the  Republican 
party,  and  holds  firmly  to  its  principles,  though  he 
is  strongly  opposed  to  all  trusts  and  monopolies. 
He  is  one  of  the  most  influential  men  in  his  district, 
both  as  a  farmer  and  politician,  and  in  all  points 


relative  to  both  these  matters  he  is  deeply  interested. 
Socially',  he  is  connected  with  the  Knights  of  Labor, 
and  in  the  Masonic  fraternity  lias  been  initiated 
into  the  mysteries  of  the  Blue  Lodge  and  Chapter, 
receiving  the  degree  of  a  Royal  Arch  Mason. 

We  are  pleased  to  include  among  the  illustrations 
in  this  volume  the  view  of  Mr.  Littlejohn's  resi- 
dence. 
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eYRUS  SWAIN.  Prominent  among  theself- 
made  men  who  have  risen  to  a  position  of 
wealth  and  influence  by  the  exercise  of  zeal 
and  industry  is  the  gentleman  whose  name  stands 
at  the  iiead  of  this  sketch.  He  began  with  but 
very  limited  means,  and  by  constant  diligence  and 
a  judicious  management  of  his  resources  he  has 
accumulated  a  fine  and  valuable  property.  His 
father,  Obed  Swain,  was  born  in  Guilford  County, 
N.  C,  in  1804,  and  after  he  reached  the  years  of 
manhood  he  became  a  mechanical  engineer,  also 
owning  a  furniture  establishment  and  carving  mall, 
by  which  he  made  his  own  furniture  and  was  very 
prosperous.  The  grandfather  of  our  subject, 
Thomas  Swain,  was  also  a  native  of  North  Carolina, 
who  moved  to  Wayne  County,  Ind.,  in  1812,  where 
the  father  of  our  subject  continued  his  business 
until  the  time  of  his  death,  in  1835.  He  married 
Miss  Mahala  Boggs,  who  was  born  in  Ohio  in  1815, 
and  is  at  present  living  in  Logan  Township,  this 
county,  although  she  makes  a  visit  to  Indiana 
almost  every  summer.  Besides  our  subject  she  is 
the  mother  of  Ellen  Buroughs,  who  is  living  in 
Marshall  County,  Ind. 

After  the  death  of  the  father  of  our  subject  Mrs. 
Swain  was  married  a  second  time,  in  1837,  to  Col. 
Sumner,  who  was  born  in  Wayne  County,  Ind.,  and 
distinguished  himself  during  the  late  war.  At 
Plymouth,  Ind.,  in  1863,  he  was  mustered  into  serv- 
ice as  Lieutenant  Colonel  of  the  87th  Indiana  In- 
fantry, and  was  promoted  to  the  rank  of  Colonel 
before  the  close  of  the  war,  serving  honorably 
throughout  the  whole  time  of  the  disturbance.  He 
died  in  1883  at  Plymouth,  Ind.,  since  which  time 
his  wife  has  made  her  home  in  Logan  Township. 
•► 
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Our  subject  was  born  in  Wayne  County.  Ind.,  on 
the  Cth  of  September.  liS31,  and  was  but  four  years 
old  when  his  father  died.  He  was  given  to  tlie 
care  of  a  kind  Quaker  family,  that  of  Mr.  William 
Mary,  with  whom  he  made  his  home  until  he  was 
eighteen  years  old,  and  enjoyed  the  advantages  for 
receiving  a  good  common-school  education.  At 
the  age  of  sixteen  he  was  apprenticed  to  learn  the 
carpenter  trade,  and  has  since  followed  that  occu- 
pation for  over  twenty  years. 

In  1856  our  subject  moved  to  Bureau  County, 
III.,  where  h«  worked  for  about  six  3-ears,  and  in 
the  fall  of  1862  he  returned  to  Marshall  County, 
Ind.,  and  engaged  in  the  occupation  of  farming, 
which  he  followed  successfully  for  fourteen  years, 
combining  with  it  an  interest  in  the  real-estate 
business.  In  1876  he  came  to  this  county  and  se- 
lected his  present  place  of  240  acres  in  Logan 
Township,  section  13,  on  which  he  broke  the  soil, 
made  all  the  necessary  improvements  and  planted 
groves  of  cf)ttonwood  and  box-elder  trees.  In  due 
time  as  he  was  able  he  erected  a  ver\'  good  and  at- 
tractive looking  house,  horse  and  cattle  barns,  and 
all  necessarj-  buildings  for  the  successful  carrying 
on  of  farming  and  stock-raising,  and  has  a  stream 
of  running  water  supplied  bj-  a  strong  windmill 
])ump. 

In  connection  with  his  extensive  farm  work,  our 
subject  gives  attention  to  stock-raising,  and  has  the 
principal  interest  in  six  fine  stallions.  Hardi,  an 
imported  full-blooded  Percheron,  is  valued  at 
$2,o00,  and  was  just  lately  imported  by  Mr.  Ell- 
wood,  of  Illinois.  Commoner,  a  Ilambletonian 
standard  bred  trotter,  sired  by  Capool,  took  the 
first  prize  at  Lincoln  in  1887,  his  time  2:40,  and  is 
valued  at  «;2,000.  Dun  Donald  is  a  full-blooded 
Canadian  Clydesdale,  sired  b^'  imported  Dun  Don- 
ald. Two  three-3'ear-old  Clydesdale  stallion  colts, 
named  Barnone  and  Exchange,  each  valued  at 
$1,550,  the  first  seven-eighths  full  blooded  and  the 
latter  fifteen-sixteenths,  both  sired  by  Wait-for- 
Joe. 

Our  subject  was  united  in  marriage,  on  the  20th 
of  October,  1853,  in  Marshall  County,  Ind.,  to  Miss 
Grizzelle  Gibson,  who  was  born  in  that  county  in 
1835.  Her  parents,  John  and  Mary  (Luney)  Gibson, 
were  natives  of  Ohio,  and  are  now  both  deceased, 
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By  this  marriage  our  subject  and  his  wife  were  the 
parents  of  seven  children.  nan)ed  Rufus.  Orlanilo, 
John  (deceased).  Thomas,  Orr,  James  E.  (deceased) 
and  George,  but  the  mother  did  not  live  to  see 
them  start  out  in  life  for  themselves,  her  death  oc- 
curring in  1871.  Rufus  married  Miss  Edith  Lnsli, 
and  with  their  five  children,  named  Maude.  Frank, 
Robert,  Harry  and  Hollis,  they  are  residing  in  Logan 
Township;  Orlando  married  Miss  Lydia  Lash,  and 
is  making  his  home  in  Filley;  he  is  a  school 
teacher  by  profession  but  at  present  is  the  book- 
kee|)er  in  J.  W.  Wright's  store  in  that  place,  and  in 
his  family  he  has  one  child,  named  Edward. 

On  the  24th  of  April,  1872,  our  subject  was 
married  a  second  time  in  Marshall  County,  Ind.,  to 
Miss  Mary  R.  Lash,  who  was  born  in  Mi^nii  County, 
Ind.,  in  1852,  and  was  a  daughter  of  Jacob  and 
PluL'be  (Bigsby)  Lash,  natives  of  Ohio.  Mr.  Lash 
has  been  engaged  in  farming  near  Filley.  His 
family  numbered  four  children,  named  Marj-,  Lydia, 
Morton  and  Charles.  By  this  marriage  our  sub- 
ject and  his  wife  were  the  parents  of  two  children^ 
named  Nellie  and  Chester,  but  their  mother  died  on 
the  23d  of  November,  1878,  and  Cbester  now 
makes  bis  home  with  his  grandfather,  and  Nellie 
divides  her  time  between  her  father's  honie  and  that 
of  her  grandfather  at  Filley. 

Our  subject  was  united  in  marriage,  on  the  26th 
of  December,  1880,  with  Mrs.  Adaline  Barnard,  the 
widow  of  Edghill  Barnard.  Her  maiden  name  was 
Mac}',  and  she  is  a  granddaughter  of  the  Mr.  Macy 
with  whom  our  subject  made  his  hotne  when  he  was 
a  little  child.  By  her  first  marriage  she  is  the 
mother  of  six  children,  named  Julia,  Ella,  Carson, 
Addie,  Dellia  and  Barton  Barnard.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Swain  arc  well-known  and  leading  members  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church  at  Fille3',and  are  highly 
esteemeil  in  the  society  in  which  they  move.  His 
reputation  for  integrity  and  enterprise  has  caused 
the  election  of  our  subject  to  the  office  of  School 
Treasurer,  in  which  capacity  he  has  served  with 
credit  for  eleven  3ertrs.  being  now  the  incumbent 
of  that  oflice.  He  affiliates  with  the  Republican 
political  party,  and  for  twelve  years  has  been  prom- 
inentlj'  identified  with  the  work  of  public  improve- 
ment which  is  rapidly  bringing  the  county  to  the 
front  rank  in  the  State.     His  fine  property  and  bis 
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well-stocked  farm  are  the  results  of  patient  industr}', 
self-reliance  and  good  management,  which  are  quali- 
ties to  be  admired  wherever  thej'  are  met.  A 
view  of  the  Swain  homestead  is  given  on  an 
accompanying  page  of  this  volume. 


JOHN  B.  GRANT  is  one  of  the  energetic,  en- 
terprising and  enthusiastic  farmers  of  Grant 
Township,  and  in  addition  to  the  tillage  and 
cultivation  of  the  soil  takes  great  interest  in 
the  breeding  of  high-grade  stock.  He  resides  upon 
section  30,  owning  land  also  on  section  31,  in  all 
about  200  acres.  His  property  is  well  adapted  to 
stock-raising;  the  ground  is  undulating  and  of  rich 
soil,  providing  succulent  grasses  and  pasture  in 
abundance.  It  is  also  well  wooded,  affording  shel- 
ter and  shade,  while  there  is  water  without  limit 
from  the  many  springs  that  supply  the  creek  near  by. 
He  has  been  the  owner  of  this  property  since  he  be- 
came of  age. 

Oui-  subject  is  the  second  son  of  George  Grant, 
after  whom  the  township  was  named,  and  was  born 
in  Sauk  County,  Wis.,  on  the  18th  of  November, 
1847.  His  father  was  a  native  of  Somersetshire, 
England.  He  came  of  a  good  old  English  family, 
and  exhibited  all  the  admirable  traits  characteristic 
of  his  people.  He  learned  the  trades  of  a  wheel- 
wright and  carpenter,  and  followed  the  same  until 
he  came  to  this  country.  He  was  first  married  to 
Margaret  Avery,  a  native  of  the  same  shire,  and 
came  almost  immediately  after  this  happy  event  to 
the  United  States,  locating  in  the  Empire  State 
until  after  the  birth  of  their  first  child,  when  they 
went  to  Wisconsin,  took  up  land  and  made  their 
home  in  Sauk  County.  Thence  he  removed  to  this 
county,  and  became  the  first  settler  in  what  is  now 
Grant  Township,  so  named  in  his  honor.  About 
three  years  after  arriving,  his  wife,  the  mother  of 
our  subject,  died,  which  trial  was  sustained  by  him 
in  the  year  1863.  He  was  married  a  second  time, 
to  Annie  Masters,  a  native  of  the  beautiful,  southern 
English  county  of  Devonshire.  She  came  to  the 
United  States  while  still  a  single  lady.  She  still 
survives  her  husband  and  is  living  on  the  old  home- 
stead, where  her  husband  died  on  the  2d  of  Janu- 


ary. 1882,  at  the  age  of  sixty-two  years.  We 
would  refer  the  reader  to  the  biography  of  this 
gentleman,  which  will  be  found  upon  another  page 
in  this  volume. 

Our  subject  was  quite  j'oung  when  he  accom- 
panied his  parents,  and  has  been  brought  up  and 
educated  in  this  county.  He  was  united  in  mar- 
riage with  Miss  Amelia  Carey,  at  the  old  home  of 
his  father  in  Grant  Township,  June  7,  1 870.  This 
lady  was  born  in  England  on  the  18tb  of  August, 
1849,  and  came  to  America  in  1867  when  about 
nineteen  years  of  age  with  her  uncle,  her  husband's 
father,  she  having  lost  her  father  about  one  year 
previous.  Her  mother  came  four  years  later.  The 
union  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Grant  has  been  rendered 
more  completelj'  happy  by  the  birth  of  four  chil- 
dren, three  of  whom  still  survive.  They  have  been 
named  as  follows:  Ernest  A.,  Daisy  Maude,  George 
W.,  and  Eddie,  deceased. 

Our  subject  is  following  the  admirable  example 
of  his  much  respected  father  as  a  public-spirited 
citizen,  and  is  energetic  in  those  plans  and  projects 
which  are  for  the  benefit  of  the  community,  and 
especially  the  younger  members  thereof.  He  is  an 
efficient  member  of  the  School  Board,  and  has 
always  been  a  most  reliable  member  of  the  Repub- 
lican party.  Should  it  be  his  good  fortune  to  be 
blessed  with  as  long  life  as  his  father,  it  is  not  too 
much  to  expect  that  the  pages  of  his  history  un- 
written will  record  a  brilliant  career. 

Cji,  N.  BRYANT  is  successfully  engaged  in 
''  farming  on  section  1,  Island  Grove  Town- 
1)  ship,  where  he  has  a  well-improved  farm  of 
1 60  acres.  His  father,  Zenas  Bryant,  was  born  in 
Maine,  in  the  same  house  in  which  his  father  was 
born,  the  old  homestead  having  been  in  the  family 
for  a  great  many  years.  He  left  his  native  State 
for  Cortland  County,  N.  Y.,  where  he  was  one  of 
the  first  settlers,  and  made  his  home  in  that  place 
until  the  time  of  his  death,  at  the  age  of  eighty- 
eight  years.  He  had  been  a  farmer  but  also  owned 
and  had  charge  of  a  carriage  factor}'.  The  mother 
of  our  subject  was  Deborah  (Babcock)  Bryant,  who 
was  born  in  Connecticut  and  died  in  Wisconsin. 
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She  was  a  flaiigliter  of  Col.  Rabcock,  and  was  tin- 
mother  of  nine  ehililicn,  eigiitsons  and  one  daugh- 
ter. 

Our  subject  was  the  sixth  child  of  his  father's 
family,  and  was  born  on  the  21st  of  May,  1820,  in 
Homer,  Cortland  Co.,  N.  Y.  lie  remained  in  his 
native  town  until  he  was  twenty -one  years  of  age, 
and  in  1842  he  went  to  Jefiferson  Count}',  Wis.,  in 
which  place  he  made  his  home  until  the  year  1859. 
He  then  went  to  Minnesota  and  remained  a  few 
years,  after  which,  in  1809,  he  came  to  Plattsmouth, 
this  Stiite.and  for  three  years  had  charge  of  a  hotel. 
Disposing  of  it  he  came  to  this  county  and  bought 
IGO  acres  of  Government  land  at  ^3.50  per  acre, 
which  he  improved  and  had  under  cultivation  until 
1883,  when  he  sold  it  for  $4,500.  He  then  bought 
160  acres  on  section  1  for  $3,000,  wliicli  was  partly 
improved  and  on  which  lie  has  since  resided. 

In  the  year  1849  Mr.  Brjant  was  united  in  mar- 
riage with  Miss  Louisa  M.  Chase,  who  is  the  daugh- 
ter of  Alden  and  Pha-be  (Sterns)  Chase.  Her 
parents  were  natives  of  Vermont,  who  had  after- 
ward made  their  home  in  New  York,  and  Louisa 
was  born  on  the  15th  of  November,  1825,  in  St. 
Lawrence  County.  She  spent  the  early  3'ears  of 
her  life  in  her  native  county,  and  was  we  1  edu- 
cated in  the  schools,  remaining  at  homo  with  her 
parents  until  the  time  of  her  marriage  with  our  sub- 
ject. By  this  marriage  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Bryant  have 
gathered  about  them  a  family  of  six  children,  three 
sons  and  three  daughters,  and  have  extended  their 
fostering  care  to  an  adopted  daughter,  named  Win- 
nie. Their  own  children  answer  tu  the  names  of 
Alden  S.,  Estella  M.,  Arvilla  L.,  Charles  A.,  Eva 
and  Henry. 

Mr.  Bryant  is  ha|)pily  situate<l  in  his  home,  and 
has  reached  the  age  when  he  can  resign  the  more 
arduous  duties  of  the  management  of  his  farm  into 
the  hands  of  renters,  and  enjoy  in  comparative  case 
the  fruits  of  his  early  industry.  Having  devoU-d 
himself  exclusivelj-  to  his  occupation  he  has  not 
cared  to  seek  public  oflice,  but  he  is  interested  in 
the  improvement  of  the  country  and  the  welfare  of 
the  public  in  general.  He  affiliates  with  the  Repub- 
lican parly  in  political  matters,  and  is  a  member  of 
the  Free-Will  Baptist  Church.  While  living  in 
Wisconsin  he  was  elected  to  the   office  of  Dejjuty 
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Sheriff,  to  serve  a  term  of  six  months,  and  filieil  that 
office  with  so  much  credit  that  at  the  expiration  «)f 
tliat  period  he  was  elected  Sheriff,  in  which  capacity 
he  served  for  three  years.  He  was  also  Assessor 
for  three  years,  wliich  i)roves  his  ahilit}'  for  filling 
public  offices,  and  also  testifies  to  the  appreciation 
of  the  [inblic  in  electing  him  to  these  offices.  He 
brought  up  a  young  man  named  Henry  Doty,  who 
enlisted  in  the  1st  Minnesota  Battery  of  Heavy 
Arliller}',  and  had  served  for  nearl}'  three  years 
when  he  was  killed  in  the  battle  of  Vicksburg. 


^=*QEORGE  L.  SHARP  is  one  of  the  rising 
'II  young  men  of  whom  Nebraska  has  so  many, 
^^Jli  and  may  be  justly  proud  of  the  vim  and 
tlie  manly,  ambitious,  intelligent  efforts  made  b}' 
them  to  advance  not  simply  their  own  interests  but 
those  of  the  State.  Our  subject  was  born  in  Clai- 
borne County,  Tcnn.,  on  the  27th  of  March,  18G2, 
and  is  the  son  of  Jonathan  Sharp,  also  a  native  of 
Claiborne  County,  now  resident  of  Liberty,  hav- 
ing purchased  a  farm  here  in  18G5. 

Our  subject,  who  was  a  mere  infant  when  his 
parents  removed  to  Nebr.aska,  was  educated  in  the 
common  schools  of  Beatrice  and  afterward  in  the 
graded  school,  which  instruction  was  supplemented 
by  a  course  at  the  State  Normal  .School  at  Peru, 
in  this  State.  Upon  graduating  from  the  latter  in- 
stitution, our  subject  taught  school  for  twenty-one 
terras,  or  in  other  words,  about  seven  years.  For 
two  years  he  taught  in  Liberty,  and  arave  much 
satisfaction  by  his  efficiency  and  general  raan.age- 
ment  to  all  parties  concerned. 

Upon  the  12th  of  November,  1885,  Mr.  Sharp 
w!is  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Louisa  M.  Becler, 
a  lady  whose  education,  inherent  refinement  and 
tiistes  were  eminently  congenial,  and  with  her  most 
excellent  disposition,  promised  a  union  more  in- 
timate and  happy  than  is  usually  found,  and  in 
this,  it  is  safe  to  remark,  they  have  not  been  dis- 
appointed. This  lady  is  the  daughter  of  James 
and  FLIizabeth  Sharp,  natives  of  Tennessee,  but 
now  resident  in  this  townshi]).  She  w.is  born  in 
Union  Comity.  Tcnn.,  April  15,  IHOH,  was  br^mght 
up  and  educ  :ilc<l  at  Lilicrty,  Neb.,  being  reared  by 
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Mrs.  Nancy  Mutchiuore,  until  her  marriage.  Their 
union  has  been  blessed  b3^  the  birth  of  one  cbiW, 
to  whom  has  been  given  the  name  of  Lou  Burton, 
and  who  was  born  May  31,  1887. 

The  farm  of  the  subject  of  this  sketch  is  situ- 
ated upon  section  31,  Liberty  Township,  and  com- 
prises eighty  acres  of  excellent  lan<l  for  agricultural 
purposes,  which  he  has  greatly'  improved,  and  cul- 
tivates assiduously.  He  operates  it  upon  the  line 
of  general  farming,  and,  given  a  fair  season,  his 
harvests  are  large.  The  greater  part  of  his  life  has 
been  spent  upon  his  father's  farm,  where  he  became 
intimately  conversant  with  the  operation  and  work- 
ing of  the  same,  so  that  when  he  came  to  take 
charge  of  his  own,  he  had  no  diffi(!ulty  whatever  in 
working  it.  He  is  deserving  of  everj'  success,  and 
is  accorded  the  fullest  regard  and  confidence  of  his 
neighbors,  who  recogni&e  in  him  a  man  of  charac- 
ter and  sterling  qualities.  - 
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EANDKR  M.  PEMBERTON  is  a  native  of 
and  was  born  near  Paris,  the  countj' 
Edgar  County-,  on  Nov.  12,  1845. 
father  of  our  subject,  Harvey  G.  Pember- 
vas  a  native  of  Washington  County,  Va., 
where  he  was  born  in  February,  1808.  He  fol- 
lowed the  joint  occupation  of  carpenter  and  far- 
mer. In  September  of  the  year  1833  he  became 
the  husband  of  Caroline  C.  King,  a  native  of  Sulli- 
van County,  Tenu.,  who  from  that  time  presided 
in  a  most  happy  manner  over  his  home.  Shortly 
after  marriage  they  settled  in  Coles  County,  111., 
where,  owing  to  the  new  condition  of  the  country, 
considerable  suffering  was  experienced  from  ague 
and  its  kindred  ills.  In  1854  the  family  removed 
to  Iowa,  and  settled  at  Homer,  Hamilton  County. 
In  this  place  the  mother  of  our  subject  died,  in 
1864,  aged  fifty-three  years.  Her  husband  sur- 
vived her  only  until  October  of  the  following  year. 
The  family  of  which  our  subject  was  a  member 
included  nine  children,  of  whom  Leander  M.  was 
the  seventh.  His  youthful  years  were  occupied  in 
attendance  at  the  common  schools.  When  sixteen 
years  of  age  he  made  some  efforts  to  enter  the 
army,   but   failed;   then   for  a    time   he   attended 


school  during  the  winter  and  worked  on  the  farm 
during  the  summer.  This  program  was  varied 
after  a  time  by  his  becoming  a  teacher. 

In  the  year  1863  Mr.  Peraberton  entered  Albion 
College,  and  after  spending  some  time  there,  be- 
came a  student  at  the  Iowa  State  University. 
Upon  reaching  his  sophomore  year,  he  was  obliged 
to  leave  his  studies.  He  next  went  to  Webster 
City,  and  studied  law  with  Judge  D.  D.  Chase. 
After  passing  the  required  examination,  he  was  ad- 
mitted to  the  bar  at  Boone,  in  that  State,  in  the 
year  1870.  Almost  immediately  he  went  to  Clay 
County,  and  began  the  practice  of  his  profession. 
The  following  year  he  was  elected  County  Auditor, 
in  which  office  he  continued  for  three  consecutive 
terms.  He  continued  to  practice  in  that  place  until 
October,  1879,  when  he  came  to  Beatrice,  which 
has  since  continued  to  be  the  place  of  his  residence. 
In  1885  he  formed  the  present  copartnership  with 
Mr.  Bush  in  the  practice  of  his  profession. 

Our  subject  was  married  in  Spencer,  Iowa,  on 
the  30th  of  April,  1879,  to  Miss  Ida  M.  Harris,  of 
that  place,  who  was  born  in  New  York.  She  is  the 
daughter  of  E.  E.  and  Maria  L.  Harris.  Four  chil- 
dren have  been  born  to  them,  to  whom  have  been 
been  given  the  names  here  appended:  Zulu  L., 
Paulina  A.,  Louise  M.  and  Fred  King. 

Mr.  Pemberton  was  appointed  Citj'  Attorney  for 
two  yearti,  and  is  now  serving  a  second  term.  He 
has  always  been  Republican  in  politics.  Mr.  Pem- 
berton is  a  lawyer  of  acknowledged  ability,  strong 
character  and  unquestioned  reputation.  He  stands 
in  the  front  rank  of  his  profession,  and  is  one  of 
the  valued  citizens  of  Beatrice. 


rp^^EV.  AVILLIAM  SCHRAMM.  Among  the 
\L^  most  healthful  and  prosperous  of  clergymen 
are  those  who  seek  recreation  from  their 
pulpit  duties  in  the  garden  and  the  fields, 
and,  it  would  seem,  should  have  the  truest  appreci- 
ation of  the  works  of  Nature  and  of  God.  The  sub- 
ject of  this  sketch,  one  of  the  most  efficient  and 
worthy  of  his  joint  calling,  minister  and  farmer, 
owns  a  finetractof  land  in  Clatonia Township,  com- 
prising  160  acres  on  section  13.     In   addition  to 
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general  agrieiilture  lie  is  largely  interested  in  stock- 
raising,  and  has  been  ver}-  successful  in  his  labors. 

A  native  of  Nassau,  Germany,  our  subject  was 
born  on  the  10th  of  May,  1823,  and  is  the  third 
son  of  Peter  and  Elizabeth  Schramm,  whose  family 
consisted  of  eight  children,  four  sons  and  four 
daughters.  In  common  with  most  children  of  the 
Fatherland  3'oung  William  received  an  excellent 
education  in  his  native  tongue,  besides  careful 
home  training  in  those  habits  of  industry  to  which 
lie  is  indebted  for  his  position  to-day.  When  a 
youth  of  sixteen  years  he  began  learning  the  trade 
of  a  carpenter,  which  he  followed  for  some  time, 
then  entered  the  Prussian  army,  to  which  he  gave 
his  services  for  eight  years.  JJuring  this  period 
occurred  the  Baden  Revolution  of  1848,  and  he 
saw  considerable  active  fighting,  ])articipating  in 
one  severe  engagement  but  escaping  unhurt. 

Mr.  Schramm  received  his  discharge  from  the 
regular  army  in  1850,  and  in  December  of  tl'.e 
year  following  was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss 
Margaretta  Schaab,  a  native  of  his  own  Province, 
and  born  Feb.  5,  1829.  Mrs.  Schramm  is  the 
daughter  of  Jacob  and  Margaret  Schaab,  and  of 
her  union  with  our  subject  there  have  been  born 
nine  children,  eight  of  whom  are  living,  namely: 
Henry,  at  home ;  Phillip  is  a  minister  of  the  Ger- 
man Methodist  Epi.scopal  Church,  in  Oregon,  Mo.; 
George,  William;  Mary,  the  wife  of  John  Unland; 
Theresa,  Mrs.  Daniel  Uoser,  Eliza  and  Lilly ;  Albert 
died  when  one  year  old.  All  the  cliihlren  were 
born  in  Illinois. 

In  the  spring  of  1852  our  subject  with  his  little 
family  embarked  on  a  sailing-vessel  at  Bremen  for 
the  New  AVorld.  After  a  stormy  voyage  of  fifty- 
six  days  they  landed  in  New  York  City,  and  thence 
proceeded  directly  to  Schuyler  County,  HI.,  where 
our  subject  began  farming.  He  was  a  resident 
there  until  1872,  then  came  to  this  count}',  and  lo- 
cated on  the  farm  in  C'latonia  Township,  which  he 
has  since  occupied.  He  purchased  at  the  time  a 
half-section  of  land  from  the  Burlington  &  Mis- 
souri River  Railroad  Company,  paying  therefor  |!8 
per  acre.  Several  years  ago  be  sold  half  of  this 
but  still  owns  160  acres,  which  is  fairly  well  de- 
veloped. 

The  property  of  our  subject  is  the   result  <jf  his 
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;   own  industry  and  economy',  ably  assisted    by  an 

I    intelligent  and  devoted  wife,  who  has  ever  been  his 

I   cheerful  helpmate  and  counselor.     lioth  arc  niem- 

I    bers  of  the  German   Methodist  Episcopal  Church, 

and  l>y  their  quiet  and  well-ordered  lives  they  have 

earner!    the  friendship  and   confidence   of   all  who 

'    know  them.     Since  1862  Mr.  .Schramm  h.is  given 

I    much  of  his  time  to  ministerial  labor.     He  was  one 

of  the  founders  of  the  church  in  Clatonia  Township, 

and  to  it  has  alw.iys  given  a    cordial    and    libeial 

j    support.     He  and  his  estimable  wife,  now  in  their 

declining  years,  are    surrounded   by   the  comforts 

which  they  have  so  justl}-  earned.     Their  children 

rise  up  to  call  them  blessed,   and    their    neighbors 

[   and  friends  bear  testimony  to   the  good    inUuence 

which  they  have  exerted  upon  those  around  them. 


I  (i?SAAC  HUYCK.  In  contempl.ating  the  biog- 
I]  raph}'  of  this  gentleman,  the  mind  reverts  to 
It,  the  aphorism,  "like  causes  produce  like  effects," 
whether  as  the  boy  at  school,  the  young  man  fight- 
ing in  defense  of  his  country,  or  the  husband  and 
father,  laboring  day  in  and  day  out  ujMjn  the  farm 
in  order  to  sustain  his  family,  in  each  an<l  every 
instance  the  whole-souled,  thorough,  |wrsist«.-nt  ef- 
fort and  manner  of  working,  though  not  marked 
by  meteor-like  brilliancy,  won  the  dijy.  Our  sub- 
ject, whose  present  home  is  upon  section  36  of 
Sherman  Township,  was  the  third  chihl  born  to  John 
and  Miriam  (Herrick)  lluyck,  both  natives  of  Jeflfer- 
son  County.  N.  Y.  Their  family  included  six  chil- 
dren; only  four,  however,  survive:  Andrew,  of 
Sparta,  Wi.s. ;  Ximena,  wife  of  Isaac  Johnson,  of 
Lincoln;  our  subject,  and  John  H  ,  of  Chamberlain, 
Dak. 

Our  subject  was  born  on  the  20th  of  March, 
1841,  in  JeflFerson  County,  N.  Y.  L'ntil  he  was 
about  nine  years  of  age  he  remained  at  home,  and 
obtained  abo  some  rudimentary  education.  At 
that  age  he  began  to  work  in  the  employ  of  the 
Milwaukee  &  St.  Paul  Railroad  .is  a  ca.-^t  boy.  The 
same  year  he  began  to  work  in  a  w<M)len  factory  at 
Watertowu,  Wis.,  but  continue<l  only  until  1861, 
and  then  went  to  work  on  a  farm  in  Dane  County, 


t^y--^ 


«► 


I 


366 


■•► 


J 


GAGP]  COUNTY. 


the  next  season,  and   followed   farming  until  April, 
1861.  when  he  enlisted. 

Upon  entering  the  arm}-  our  subject  became  one 
of  the  1st  Illinois  Militia,  enlisting  for  a  term  of 
three  months.  They  proceeded  to  Chicago,  but  at 
no  time  left  the  State,  and  were  finally  sent  back. 
He  then  re-enlisted,  in  Company  A,  13th  United 
States  Infantry,  August  1 3,  and  proceeded  to  Jeffer- 
son Barracks,  Mo.,  and  saw  active  service  in  the 
States  of  Missouri,  Tennessee,  Mississippi,  Louisi- 
ana and  Georgia.  He  was  present  at  the  sieges  of 
Vicksburg  and  Jackson,  and  was  an  active  partici- 
l)ant  in  the  battles  of  Ft.  Hindmer,  Collersville, 
Missionary  Ridge  and  Black  Bayou,  besides  quite  a 
number  of  lesser  fights.  He  was  taken  prisoner  by 
guerrillas  at  Memphis,  and  held  as  such  for  some 
time,  which  furnished  him  an  experience  hard  to 
forget  but  far  harder  to  endure.  He  received  an 
honorable  discharge  in  August,  1864,  and  again 
enlisted,  in  Company  K,  2d  Regiment,  the  Hancock 
Veteran  Corps  from  Wisconsin,  and  continued  to 
serve  until  the  close  of  the  war,  when  he  received  a 
final  discharge. 

Returning  from  the  war  our  subject  again  took 
up  his  farming  in  Dane  County,  and  continued  in 
the  same  until  the  year  1884,  when  he  came  to  this 
county  and  purchased  240  acres  on  section  36. 
This  land  was  part  of  the  common-school  grant, 
and  cost  him  $3,200  for  lease  and  improvements. 
On  the  27lh  of  September,  1871,  he  was  united  in 
marriage  with  Mary  Helen  Jewett,  daughter  of 
Hull  and  Erna  J.  (Cornes)  Jewett.  Mr.  Jewett  was 
born  on  the  22d  of  March,  1829,  in  Oneida  County, 
N.  Y. ;  his  wife  on  the  3d  of  December,  1830,  at 
Waterville,  in  the  same  county.  They  were  mar- 
ried on  the  6th  of  July,  1848,  and  became  the  par- 
ents of  five  children,  whose  names  are  recorded  as 
follows:  Mary  H.;  George,  of  Dane  County,  Wis.; 
Henry  C,  of  Turner  County,  Dak.;  Charles  W., 
of  Petosia,  Wis.,  and  Edward  H.,  who  resides  near 
his  brother  Henry.  Mr.  Jewett  departed  this  life 
on  the  16th  of  April,  1 882,  and  his  wife  on  the  20th 
of  March,  1884. 

Our  subject  and  his  wife  have  become  the  par- 
ents of  four  children,  who  have  received  the  follow- 
ing names:  Emma  M.,  John  H.,  Harry  D.  and 
Gilmer  A.  Socially,  Mr.  Huyck  is  a  member  of  the 
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A.  F.  &  A.  M.,  and  is  connected  with  the  lodge  at 
Liberty,  also  of  the  William  A.  Butler  Post  No. 
172,  G.  A.  R.,  of  Burchard.  Religiously,  he  is  a 
member  of  the  Episcopal  communion.  He  has  held 
the  office  of  Assessor  for  one  year,  and  is  numbered 
among  the  stanch  friends  and  able  supporters  of 
the  Republican  party.  The  story  of  his  life  is  one 
of  a  constant  upward  struggle  and  conflict  against 
adverse  circumstances,  and  this  with  very  little  help 
or  aid  from  without;  but  it  is  the  story  also  of  a 
successful  struggle,  one  that  is  an  honor  to  our 
subject,  and  which  has  brought  him  the  hearty 
esteem  of  the  commuuity  at  large. 

^  ll)ILLIAM  H.  FUNK,  whose  pleasant  resi- 
'\f\J/l  ''^"°®  '*  upon  his  well-situated  and  fertile 
^^  farm  on  section  28  of  Holt  Township,  al- 
though not  one  of  the  pioneer  settlers,  is  by  no 
means  behind  the  best  in  those  qualities  essential 
to  a  successful  career  and  financial  prosperity.  He 
settled  upon  this  property  on  the  6th  of  September, 
1883,  and  is  now  the  owner  of  480  acres  of  very 
valuable,  well-improved  and  highly  cultivated  land. 
Mr.  Funk  was  born  on  the  24th  of  Npvember. 
1838,  in  Henry  County,  Ind.,  and  is  the  son  of  Jo- 
seph and  Sarah  (Rader)  Funk,  natives  of  Rocking- 
ham County,  Va.,  where  their  ancestry  liave  made 
their  home  for  several  generations.  The  parents  of 
our  subject  were  married  in  Virginia  and  migrated 
to  Indiana  in  1832,  and  after  sojourning  in  Wayne 
County  for  two  years  settled  in  Henry  County. 
In  the  fall  of  1864  they  removed  to  Madison 
County,  Ind.,  where  the  mother  died  in  January, 
1883,  and  the  father  in  March,  1888.  They  were 
the  parents  of  six  children,  whose  names  are  sub- 
joined: Parmelia,  wife  of  Newton  M.  Jones,  of 
Grant  County,  Ind.;  George  W.,  who  died  in  the 
3'ear  1855,  in  Rockingham  County,  Va.,  aged 
twenty-one  years ;  John  J.;  Joseph  N.,  a  resident 
of  Madison  County,  Ind.;  our  subject,  and  Nancy 
J.,  the  wife  of  Mr.  Henry  Jones,  of  Grant  County, 
Ind. 

Our  subject  spent  all  his  early  life  upon  the  farm, 
and  its  various  duties  were  so  intermingled  with  his 
play  and  school  tasks  that  almost  unconsciously 
•^ 
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and  before  lie  was  aware  of  it  lie  liad  become  capa- 
ble of  undeiUking  the  management  of  a  farm  for 
himself.  He  received  as  good  an  education  as  was 
possible  for  him  to  obtain  in  the  common  school, 
and  from  the  time  of  leaving  it  until  he  was  tweut}'- 
four  3'ears  of  age  he  continued  to  reside  at  home 
and  work  ui)on  the  home  farm.  Upon  arriving 
at  that  age  he  joined  tlie  army  of  "benedicts," 
being  united  in  marriage  with  IJaibani  A.  IJowers. 
This  lady  was  the  daughter  of  Andrew  and  Mary 
Bowers,  and  a  native  of  Delaware  County,  Ind. 

After  their  marriage  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Funk  resided  for 
two  years  in  Henry  County,  afterward  in  Madison 
Countj',  and  in  the  eighteen  years  of  their  residence 
in  the  latter  county  saw  a  large  measure  of  success. 
At  the  close  of  that  period  they  determined  to  go 
West,  believing  that  a  larger  opportunitj'  was  ac- 
corded their  family  in  that  newer  countr3'.  After 
stopping  for  six  months  in  Nemaha  Count}',  they 
came  on  to  Gage  Count}'.  AVIiile  in  Madison 
County,  Ind.,  he  had  made  several  investments  in 
real  estate,  and  was  the  owner  of  100  acres  of  land, 
which  he  sold  on  coming  to  Nebraska,  in  order  to 
invest  upon  arrival  in  this  State.  From  that  time 
to  the  present  he  has  been  interested  in  stock-farm- 
ing, and  it  has  been  for  him  a  succession  of  success- 
ful years. 

The  famil}'  of  our  subject  includes  seven  chil- 
dren, whose  names  are  recorded  as  follows:  Clem- 
ent IC,  Nora  A.,  LaFayette  L.,  James  W.,  Charles 
N.,  William  W.  and  Wade  H. 

Mr.  Funk  is  a  gentleman  of  enterprise  and  in- 
dustry, and  although  not  a  politician  and  somewhat 
independeirt  in  the  disposition  of  his  vote,  he  is 
everywhere  received  as  an  honorable,  useful  and 
valued  citizen.  In  representative  politics  our  sub- 
ject is  a  decided  Democrat. 


\»J  O.SEPII  M.  MKSKR\E.     Our  sul)ject  is  one 

II    of  the  largest,  most  enterprising  and  wealth- 

^.^^  jl    iest  farmers  in  the  county.     He  comes  from 

(]^jf/'    a  family   an<l  ancestry    who  have  occujjicd 

prominent  positions  since  anti-Uevolulionary  limes. 


The  great-great-grandfather.  Col.  (ieorge  Meserve, 
came  to  America  in  174;'),  a  Colonel  in  the  Hritisli 
army,  and  fought  through  the  French  and  Indian 
War.  When  this  was  over  he  settled  in  the  south- 
eastern part  of  New  Hampshire,  near  Dover,  and  the 
estate  is  still  in  the  hands  of  a  distant  relative  of 
the  family,  amd  bears  the  family  name.  In  the  agi- 
tation which  led  to  the  Declaration  of  Indepenil- 
eiiee.  the  Colonel  took  bis  stand  with  the  Colonists, 
and  tiie  old  '"garrison"  house  or  barrack,  a  large, 
commodious,  and  especially  strong  builfling,  is  still 
standing. 

In  the  Revolutionary  War  all  the  sons  of  Col. 
Meserve  took  i)arl ;  he  served  with  them  at  Concord, 
Bunker  Hill,  and  in  the  major  part  of  the  engage- 
ments, and  at  the  close  retired  to  his  estate,  where 
he  died  about  the  year  1790.  His  son  Joseph,  the 
grandfather  of  our  subject,  took  up  as  his  chosen 
occupation  agricultural  pursuits,  and  lived  upon  the 
old  homestead.  His  family  comiirised  three  sons 
and  two  daughters,  whose  names  are  recorded  as 
follows:  Samuel  P.,  Joseph.  William,  Eliza  and 
Mary.  The  father  of  our  subject  was  Joseph,  the 
second  son  of  the  above ;  he  also  was  born  in  the 
New  Hampshire  home,  the  same  as  that  of  Col. 
Meserve.  The  father  of  our  subject  as  a  young 
man  devoted  himself  to  farming,  l)ut  afterward 
entered  into  mercantile  life.  As  a  business  man  be 
was  ver}'  successful,  but  bis  health  failed  him,  and 
bis  physicians  advised  a  change  of  climate.  Fol- 
lowing this  advice,  in  the  spring  of  IMtlO  he  re- 
moved with  his  family  to  Illinois,  settled  in  L.i.Salle 
County,  and  returned  to  farming.  He  became  the 
owner  of  a  yery  unusually  large  estate,  which  upon 
bis  demise  be  left  to  his  wife.  He  was  twice  mar- 
ried ;  by  the  (irst  union  he  became  the  parent  of 
four  chililren,  wlio  were  named  as  here  subjoined: 
William  H..  John  W.,  Joseph  M.  and  .Marietta. 

Our  subject  is  the  third  son  of  the  above  family, 
and  was  born  in  Coos  County,  N.  H.,  upon  the  20tb 
of  December,  1833.  This  district  is  one  of  the 
most  beautiful  in  the  E.ist,  perhaps  in  America.  The 
estate  is  situated  about  fifteen  miles  from  the  White 
Mountains,  sometimes  called  the  Switzerland  of 
America.  Amid  the  magnificent  surroundings  and 
stupendous  gramleur  of  Nature's  work  in  this  dis- 
trict our  subject  was  brought  up.     His  education 
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was  received  in  tiie  scliools  of  hiis  district,  supple- 
mented and  completed  by  the  full  curriculum  of 
instruction  at  Lancaster  Academy,  in  the  city  of 
that  name  in  New  Hampshire,  and  Wilson  Collegiate 
Institute,  of  Wilson,  Niagara  Co.,  N.  Y.  He  was 
eighteen  years  of  age  when  he  went  with  the  family 
to  Illinois;  there  he  began  to  teach  school,  but  find- 
ing there  was  little  money  and  less  glory  in  that 
work,  he  abandoned  the  profession,  anil  turned  his 
attention  to  the  fertile,  widespread  prairie  of  Illi- 
nois, and  set  to  woik  to  solve  the  problem  of  the 
adaptability  of  three  or  four  yoke  of  oxen,  aided 
by  the  usual  implement,  to  breaking  the  surface  of 
the  same. 

Until  he  reached  his  majority  the  subject  of  our 
sketch  remained  with  his  father,  but  then  started 
for  himself,  bought  land,  and  soon  had  a  very  fine 
farm  of  his  own.  He  was  married,  Feb.  29,  1855, 
to  Miss  Elizabeth  Call,  a  ladj  of  exceptional  refine- 
ment and  womanly  grace.  She  was  born  in  Essex 
County,  N.  Y.,  Jan.  1,  1833,  and  is  the  daughter 
of  William  and  Olive  (Trumbull)  Call.  Her 
mother  was  a  native  of  the  same  county;  her  father 
of  Clinton  County,  of  the  same  State.  By  occupa- 
tion her  father  nas  a  farmer,  and  settled  in  Essex 
County,  after  a  time  removed  to  Clinton  County, 
which  was  their  home  for  about  five  years,  then 
removed  toLaSalle  County,  and  became  neighbors 
of  the  Meserve  family,  purchasing  a  farm  in  their 
immediate  vicinity.  She  has  presented  her  hus- 
band with  ten  children,  who  have  received  the 
names  here  appended  :  Amelia  A.,  Joseph  M.,  Will- 
iam Henry  Harrison,  Marietta  M.,  David  W., 
Harriet  L.,  Jessie  A.,  Archie,  Charles  S.  and  Min- 
nie C. 

After  his  marriage  our  subject  continued  upon 
the  Illinois  farm  until  1863,  but  in  the  latter  years, 
owiu'^  to  the  general  depreciation  of  values,  be  suf- 
fered large  financial  losses.  He  therefore  sold  out 
his  interests  in  LaSalle  County,  and  went  to  Iowa, 
settling  in  Poweshiek  County,  and  there  continued 
his  farming  with  a  much  better  outlook  and  success 
than  was  expected.  This  was  their  home  for  about 
twelve  years,  and  the  birthplace  of  nine  of  their 
children.  Then  they  came  to  this  county,  and  set- 
tled upon  section  20  of  Nemaha  Township,  which 
is  still  their  home.    At  the  time  of  their  settlement, 


in  common  with  the  greater  part  of  the  count\',  this 
land  was  in  its  original  condition,  but  before  very 
long  there  were  .abundant evidences  of  the  fact  that 
a  master  mind,  strong  will  and  ripe  intelligence  were 
at  work,  resulting  in  even  larger  prosperity  and 
success  than  ever  before. 

The  primitive  building  material  provided  by  the 
prairie  is  frequently  used  in  the  construction  of  the 
dwelling  of  the  pioneer  farmer,  and  in  entering 
upon  that  life  our  subject,  although  used  to  a  dif- 
ferent order  of  things,  had  determined  to  follow 
the  usual  custom  of  that  time  iuthis  regard.  There 
are  sod  houses  and  sod  houses,  everything  depend- 
ing upon  the  builder.  Concerning  that  of  our  sub- 
ject, it  is  sufficient  to  say  that  after  being  in  use  for 
fifteen  years,  it  is  still  better  than  many  in  the  first 
year  of  their  erection.  There  is  something  particu- 
larly iiicturesque  and  refreshing  to  the  traveler  who 
has  been  riding  over  the  prairie  for  hours,  and, 
wearied  with  his  journeying,  sees  before  him  in  the 
distance  what  at  first  appears  a  beautiful  green 
bank,  but  upon  nearer  approach  resolves  itself  into 
a  human  habitation — a  home.  A  sod  house  can  be 
made  not  simply  habitable,  or  even  comfortable, 
but  "  a  thing  of  beauty,  and  a  joy,"  for  the  term 
of  its  existence.  Such  is  the  home  of  our  subject. 
The  site  of  this  sod  house  measures  20x50  feet,  and, 
as  above  stated,  is  still  the  home  of  our  subject, 
and  has  continued  to  be  thus  used  for  fifteen  years, 
and  within  it  have  been  spent  the  happiest  years  in 
the  whole  history  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Meserve. 

The  farm  of  our  subject  comprises  390  acres,  all 
under  the  plow.  The  remainder  of  the  section  he 
has  filled  up  with  two  tenant  houses  and  their 
grounds.  Near  his  own  house  our  subject  has  .an 
unusually  fine  grove  of  Cottonwood  trees,  and 
upon  the  east  side  of  the  section  he  has  fifteen 
acres,  in  which  he  has  planted  fruit  trees,  including 
apple,  pear,  plum,  apricot  and  similar  fruits.  He 
has  also  set  out  groves  of  shade  trees  in  different 
parts  of  the  place.  An  .additional  feature  of  beauty 
and  utilitj'  is  the  fish  pond  he  has  constructed  upon 
the  most  scientific  principles,  and  has  stocked  with 
much  care.  In  the  operating  of  his  farm  Mr. 
Meserve  keeps  five  teams  constantly  employed. 
The  barns,  stabling,  granaries,  cattle  sheds  and  other 
necessary  farm  buildings  are  models  in  their  line, 
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and  are  fully   supplieil   with  everything  necessary   | 
for  their  cfflcieney.     One  of  the  chief  products  of   j 
the  farm,  beyond  that  of  the  grain  growth,  is  the    I 
raising   of  hogs,  and    of    these   our  subject  ships 
seldom  less  than  three  or  four  carloads  per  annum. 
Mr.  Meserve  has  preserved  one  exceptionally  fine   [ 
and  well-situated   piece  of  ground,  upon  which,  in    j 
the  near  future,  it  is  proposed  to  erect  a  handsome    ' 
and  commodious  dwelling,  which  will  then  take  the 
place  of  the  present  residence. 

For  ten  3'ears  Mr.  Meserve  has  been  serving  as 
Postmaster  of  the  Meserveville  post-otlioe,  the  office 
being  situated  at  his  residence.  He  has  at  all  times 
been  exceedingly  active  in  every  enterprise  for  the 
advancement  of  the  interests  of  the  communit3'.  as 
is  evidenced  in  the  work  he  did  in  order  to  aid  the 
organization  of  the  township.  He  was  one  of  the 
first  Justices  of  the  Peace  appointed  under  that 
organization,  and  lias  been  School  Director  for  eight 
years;  also  a  member  of  the  Circuit  and  Petit 
Jury  several  times.  At  the  Republican  Conven- 
tion of  the  county  he  was  selected  as  a  delegate  to 
that  body;  he  w.as  a  member  of  the  State  Conven- 
tion at  Des  Moines,  Iowa,  and  moved  the  nomina- 
tion of  Abraham  Lincoln  for  the  second  term.  By 
a  family  connection  on  the  father's  side  he  is  a 
second  cousin  of  ex-President  Hayes. 

The  ijolitical  sympathies  of  our  subject  have  al- 
ways been  with  the  Republican  part}-;  he  has  always 
been  one  of  its  strongest  supporters  and  stanchest 
friends.  His  first  Presidential  vote  was  cast  for 
John  C.  Fremont,  in  185G.  A  brilliant  success  has 
attended  our  subject  as  a  result  of  his  manly  effort, 
coupled  with  the  encouragement  lent  him  bj'  Mrs. 
Meserve.  Often,  especially  at  the  time  of  their 
financial  trial,  has  the  faithful  and  .affectionate  part- 
ner of  his  life  infused  new  lio|)e  and  brightness  into 
the  counsels  and  plans  of  her  husband,  by  which  he 
has  taken  fresh  heart,  and  once  more  braced  him- 
self for  the  struggle  that  has  resulted  so  favorably. 

In  the  Christian  Church  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Meserve 
are  among  the  most  energetic,  consistent  and 
devout  members.  A  new  church  of  this  communion 
is  to  be  built  upon  the  northeast  corner  of  section 
20,  the  site  being  the  gift  of  our  subject,  who  is  an 
Elder  of  the  church,  and  has  served  in  that  office, 
and  also  as  Sunday-school  Superintendent  in  Illi- 


nois, Iowa  and  Nebraska.  Tiie  porlrail  of  this  es- 
teemed gentleman  appears  on  an  accompanying 
page. 


'ilJACOB  W.  MUM  FORD.  Upon  section  8  of 
I'  Logan  Townshij)  is  found  the  stock  farm  of 
j,  the  gentleman  whose  life  is  here  briefly 
^^J/  sketched,  who,  in  addition  to  tlie  responsibill- 
ties  devolving  upon  him  in  connection  therewith,  is 
the  popular,  much  respected  and  most  elBcient  Post- 
master of  Freeman.  The  father  of  our  subject, 
John  Mumford,  was  born  in  Worcester  County, 
Md.,  in  17H5,  and  afterward  followed  the  occupa- 
tion of  farming.  In  1840  he  migrated  to  Adams 
County,  Ohio,  but  was  taken  sick  upon  the  way 
with  measles,  while  in  Westmoreland  County,  Pa., 
and  died.  His  wife,  who  accompanied  him,  re- 
mained in  Ohio  for  some  time  after  his  death.  In 
18.i3,  accompanied  by  two  sons,  she  removed  to 
Argyle,  Wis.,  and  died  at  Willow  Springs  in  the 
same  State,  in  1863.  Her  maiden  name  was  Mary 
Perkin.s,  and  she  was  born  in  Worcester  County, 
Md.,  July  4,  1794.  Besides  our  subject,  there 
were  four  children  born  to  his  parents,  one  of 
whom  died  about  1 873.  The  names  of  the  surviv- 
ing children  are  as  appended  :  George  W.,  John  B., 
our  subject  and  Mary. 

Our  subject  was  born  on  the  Maryland  farm,  on 
the  -iOth  of  October,  1834,  and  made  liis  home  with 
his  mother  until  he  was  twenty  years  of  age.  He 
had  received  a  good  jiractical  education  in  the 
usual  institution,  where  he  had  shown  an  aptitude 
for  study,  and  had  developed  a  mental  power  and 
ability  for  work  that  was  prophetic  of  his  future. 
Upon  the  removal  to  Argyle,  above  mentioned,  he 
farmed  for  one  year,  and  then  went  onto  a  farm  at 
Willow  Springs,  which  is  situated  near  Darlington, 
where  he  continued  until  I. HG.i,  although  part  of  the 
time  from  the  year  1862  hail  been  s|)ent  in  military 
service. 

The  date  of  the  a<Imissi(>n  into  the  23d  Wiscon- 
sin Infantry  of  the  gentleman  whose  history  is  here 
presented,  dates  from  the  29th  of  August,  1862,  and 
he  w.as  a  member  of  Company  B.  He  was  mustered 
in  at  Madison,  Wis.,  leaving  his  brother,  John  B., 
in  charge  of  the  farm.     After  seeing  much  hard 
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service  and  enduring  cheerfully  the  many  privations 
and  hardships  of  campaign  life  for  three  months,  he 
was  taken  sick  from  the  exposure  and  strain,  but 
after  lying  ill  for  some  weeks  in  the  third  ward  of 
the  hospital  at  Louisville,  Ky.,  he  returned  to  duty, 
and  served  until  the  6th  of  January,  1864,  when  he 
received  an  honorable  discharge,  owing  to  physical 
disability.  In  this  period  he  had  been  one  of  the  act- 
ive campaigners,  and  had  been  an  active  combatant 
in  quite  a  large  number  of  the  more  memorable 
battles,  besides  an  innumeiable  number  of  lesser  but 
no  less  dangerous  fights. 

In  1865  our  subject  came  to  Logan  Township,  of 
this  county,  and  took  land  on  section  8,  and  also 
pre-empted  a  second  claim.  His  prosperity  has 
been  marked ;  since  that  time  he  has  purchased  400 
acres  of  land  in  the  same  township,  has  erected  a 
very  pretty  and  commodious  residence,  has  set  out 
a  very  large  orchard  of  choice  trees,  and  many 
other  improvements,  in  addition  to  the  cultivation 
of  his  farm,  which  is  all  well  fenced  and  hedged, 
and  is  constantly  watered  by  a  live  stream.  Bear 
Creek,  which  runs  through  his  propertj'.  His  farm 
is  further  improved  and  beautifled  by  some  excep- 
tionally fine  natural  groves  of  forest  trees,  that  are 
invaluable  to  him  in  addition  to  the  elegance  of 
their  appearance. 

In  Fayette  Countj',  Wis.,  our  subject  was  mar- 
ried, on  the  3d  of  July,  1870,  to  Sarah  M.  Liudsey, 
a  school  mistress,  who  had  taught  school  about 
fifteen  terms.  This  lady  was  born  in  Pennsylvania, 
on  the  20th  of  June,  1840.  Her  parents,  Thomas 
and  Mary  (McFatridge)  Lindsey,  also  natives  of 
the  Keystone  State,  were  spared  to  reach  an  ad- 
vanced age.  Her  father  died  some  years  ago;  her 
mother,  who  is  still  living  in  Wisconsin,  is  seventy- 
five  years  of  age.  Mrs.  Mumford  died  upon  the 
1st  of  February,  1874,  leaving  two  children,  to 
whom  had  been  given  the  names  Emma  and  Burton. 

A  second  marriage  was  entered  into  by  our  sub- 
ject on  the  22d  of  December,  1876,  when  he  be- 
came the  husband  of  Annie  R.  Newton,  who  was 
born  in  Chester  County,  Pa.,  upon  the  12th  of  June, 
1860.  Previous  to  her  marriage  she  had  taught 
school  for  two  years.  Her  father,  John  Newton, 
was  a  native  of  Manchester,  England,  where  he  was 
born  in  1826.     He  was  by  trade  a  hatter,  but  upon 


coming  to  this  country  and  settling  in  Fayette 
County,  Wis.,  he  followed  the  pursuit  of  husbandry, 
and  still  resides  upon  his  farm,  although  for  some 
years  he  has  lived  a  retired  life.  Her  mother,  Re- 
becca (Wilde)  Newton,  was  born  in  the  city  of 
Manchester,  in  1823,  and  died  on  the  farm  in  Fay- 
ette Count3',  in  1886.  Besides  her  daughter  Annie, 
the  wife  of  our  subject,  she  was  the  mother  of  two 
sons,  n  amed  respectively  Isaac  and  John.  The  fam- 
ily of  our  subject  has  by  this  second  marriage  been 
increased  by  the  birth  of  four  children,  who  still  re- 
side with  their  parents,  and  have  received  the  names 
here  appended:  George  S.,  John  N.,  Stella  and 
Oliver  C. 

In  addition  to  his  position  as  Postmaster,  to 
which  he  was  appointed  some  three  years  since,  Mr. 
Mumford  has  filled  the  otflce  of  Assessor  for  three 
years,  and  School  Director  for  twelve  years;  in  each 
and  every  instance  his  attention  to  the  business  of 
his  office,  and  manner  of  discharging  the  same,  have 
won  for  him  the  hearty  esteem  of  his  fellow-citi- 
zens. Socially,  he  is  connected  with  the  order  of 
the  Grange,  and  has  been  Master  of  his  Assembly. 
It  will  have  already  been  surmised,  and  that  cor- 
rectly, that  our  subject's  political  sympathies  are 
Democratic.  Of  this  party  he  has  for  many  years 
been  a  member,  and  by  every  effort  in  his  power 
has  done  all  that  was  possible  for  the  advancement 
of  the  same,  and  will  not  be  found  wanting  in  the 
on-coming  campaign  or  any  future  one,  so  long  as 
he  is  spared  in  health  and  strength  to  participate. 
He  recognizes  fully  the  privilege  of  his  citizenship, 
and  will  utilize  the  same  to  the  fullest  extent. 


JAMES  I.  SHAW  comes  of  a  family  of  mili- 
tary heroes,  his  ancestors  having  distin- 
guished themselves  in  the  F"rencli  and  In- 
dian War,  the  Revolutionary  War,  and  the 
Wyoming  Massacre,  and  thus  he  inherited  a  military 
zeal  and  fervor  by  which  he  served  his  country  in 
the  capacity  of  a  loyal  soldier  for  a  period  of  five 
years  less  one  day.  His  parents,  Stephen  P.  and 
Hannah  (Hicks)  Shaw,  were  natives  of  New  York, 
the  former  having  been  born  near  the  celebrated 
springs    in    Saratoga    County,    and    the    latter    in 
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Dutchess  County".  Tlie  Ilicks  family  of  the  present 
trace  their  ancestry  to  the  Ilicks  family  wiiich  came 
over  to  America  on  tlie  second  trip  of  the  "  May- 
flower," landing  at  Plymouth  in  1G22.  The  great- 
grandfather of  our  subject  was  a  soldier  in  the 
English  array,  and  was  among  the  men  who  sus- 
tained the  loss  known  as  Braddock's  defeat  in  175.'). 
Being  discharged  he  settled  in  the  Wyoming  Valley, 
Pa.,  and  afterward  served  in  the  war  of  the  Revo- 
lution, also  in  the  Wyoming  Valley  massacre,  in 
which  he  had  two  sons  killed.  The  grandfather 
of  our  subject,  Benjamin  Shaw,  also  lived  in  the 
W3"oraing  Valley,  and  after  the  massacre  he  moved 
to  Saratoga  Countj',  N.  Y.  The  parents  of  our  sub- 
ject were  married  in  Dutchess  County,  and  in  18,50 
they  moved  to  Wisconsin,  making  tiieir  home  in 
Kenosha. 

In  1857  the  parents  of  our  subject,  in  company 
with  their  sons  and  sons-in-law,  came  to  Nebraska 
bringing  their  families  witli  them.  The  father  had 
two  :\agons  and  four  teams  of  oxen.  John  had  one 
team,  William  one  team  and  wagon,  and  James  and 
William  Silvernail,  the  sons-in-law,  h.ad  each  a  team 
and  wagon.  Thus  with  all  their  worldly  effects, 
and  happy  at  the  thought  that  they  were  soon  to  be 
located  in  their  new  homes,  they  made  their  way 
through  Wisconsin,  Illinois  and  Iowa  to  Nebraska, 
with  their  procession  of  six  wagons.  Once  in  Ne- 
braska the  question  of  location  was  to  be  decided, 
and  the  father  bought  1 80  .acres  on  sections  20  and 
21  in  Adams  Township,  Gage  County,  arriving  at 
his  new  home  on  the  6th  of  July,  1857.  lie 
died  in  18C3,  almost  sixty-three  years  old,  but  the 
mother  survived  until  1886,  and  had  reached  the 
age  of  eighty-five  years,  longevity  being  a  char- 
acteristic of  her  family.  This  household  comprised 
a  family  of  ten  children,  who  were  named  William, 
Egbert,  Margaret,  Em.aline,  John,  Almyra,  Hannah, 
Rebecca,  James  I.  and  .Stephen. 

Our  subject  was  born  on  the  30th  of  November, 
1838,  in  LaGrange  Township,  Dutchess  Co.,  N.  Y., 
and  was  ten  years  old  when  his  parent.s  moved 
to  Litchfield  County,  Conn.  He  resided  there  until 
he  was  thirteen  years  old,  at  which  age  he  went  to 
Wisconsin,  thence  to  Nebraska  when  he  was  eight- 
een years  old,  and  liaving  attended  the  schools  in 
New  York,  Connecticut  and  Wisconsin,  he  has  liad 


abundant  op[)ortunit3'  to  compare  the  educational 
systems  of  the  different  .Suites.  lie  ranks  the 
schools  of  Wisconsin  .as  best,  those  of  Connecticut 
second,  and  of  New  York  third  in  point  of  excel- 
lence. When  he  came  to  this  State  he  drove  a  team 
for  his  father  all  the  w.ay,  crossing  the  Mississippi 
River  at  Rock  Island,  and  pursuing  their  course 
westward  they  passed  through  Iowa  Cit}',  Des 
Moines,  and  crossed  the  Missouri  River  at  Nebraska 
City.  After  locating  in  Nebraska  he  remained  at 
home  until  1860,  when  he  went  to  Colorado,  pros- 
pected there  one  summer,  and  returned  to  his  home 
in  the  fall  of  the  same  j'ear. 

In  1861  the  call  was  m.ade  for  men  to  hasten  to 
the  defense  of  the  country,  and  in  response  our  sub- 
ject enlisted  in  Company  II,  1st  Nebraska  Regiment, 
under  Gov.  Th.a^'cr,  wlio  went  oiitas  Colonel  of  the 
regiment.  They  drilled  at  Omaha,  departed  for  the 
field  of  battle,  going  south  down  the  Missouri,  and 
entered  the  Army  of  the  Tennessee  in  1 862.  In 
1863-64  our  subject  was  in  the  Department  of 
the  Missouri,  and  in  1865-66  he  was  in  the  De- 
partment of  the  Platte.  His  first  engagement  was 
at  Ft.  Donelson,  and  the  next  at  Shiloh,  where  he 
was  promoted  to  the  rank  of  Orderly  Sergeant, 
having  been  promoted  Sergeant  at  OmaJia.  By  order 
of  the  War  Department  his  regiment  was  mounted 
and  changed  from  infantrj-  to  cavalry,  then  trans- 
ferred to  the  Division  of  the  Missouri.  He  partici- 
pated in  the  engagements  at  Cape  Girardeau,  Jackson 
Point,  Clarendon,  Ark.,  and  Grand  Prairkr,  besides 
assisting  in  a  great  deal  of  skirmishing.  In  the 
summer  of  1864,  his  first  term  of  three  years  having 
expired,  he  re-enlisted  and  came  home  on  a  veteran 
furlough.  While  he  w.as  at  home  the  Indian 
troubles  began,  and  his  regiment  was  sent  to  the 
plain  of  the  Platte  to  look  after  the  mail  service 
and  protect  it  from  the  depredations  of  the  In- 
dians, with  whom  they  had  numerous  skirmishes. 
The  winter  of  1864-65  will  long  be  remembered  by 
our  subject  and  the  other  boys  of  the  regiment  as 
one  in  which  they  suffered  extreme  exposures,  not 
being  provided  with  winter  quarters,  and  away  off 
on  the  plains,  cut  off  from  communication  with  the 
rest  of  the  country.  Having  re-enlisted  for  three 
years  or  during  the  war,  our  subject  remained  in  the 
service  until  he  was  discharged  at  Omaha,  having 
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served  five  years  less  one  daj-,  and  received  an 
honorable  discharge  with  the  rank  of  First  Sergeant. 

In  1867  our  subject  was  married  to  Mrs.  Vir- 
ginia Stewart,  daughter  of  John  and  Ann  Amelia 
(Gray)  Douglass,  both  of  whom  were  natives  of 
Scotland.  The  parents  were  married  in  Canada, 
then  returned  to  Scotland,  where  they  remained  for 
four  years,  after  which  they  returned  to  America. 
Mrs.  Shaw  was  born  on  the  Atlantic  Ocean  on  the 
10th  of  February.  1838,  and  spent  her  girlhood 
years  in  Canada,  on  the  banks  of  the  Chautauqua 
River,  in  the  Province  of  Quebec,  forty  miles  from 
Montreal  and  three  and  a  half  miles  from  the  State 
of  New  York.  She  attended  a  graded  school  eon- 
ducted  on  the  rate  system  in  Canada,  and  received 
a  thorough  education  in  the  elementary  branches 
of  learning.  Her  parents  had  a  family  of  eleven 
children,  five  boys  and  six  girls,  she  being  the 
third  born.  The  father  died  in  1849,  at  the  age  of 
fifty  years,  and  the  mother  in  1857,  at  the  age  of 
forty  j-ears,  she  and  her  children  making  their  homes 
with  her  father  after  the  death  of  her  husband  until 
the  time  of  her  death.  Mrs.  Shaw  was  married  at 
the  age  of  fourteen  years  to  Edward  Stewart,  a 
young  man  of  nineteen  years,  and  they  went  to 
Quebec,  where,  through  the  influence  of  a  wealthy 
uncle,  Mr.  Stewart  obtained  a  situation  as  steward 
on  a  sailing-vessel.  They  then  knew  no  home  but 
on  the  watery  deep  for  a  period  of  three  years,  after 
which  they  went  to  Kenosha,  Wis.,  thence  removed 
to  Chicago,  in  which  place  the  husband  died,  leav- 
ing four  children  to  the  care  of  the  young  mother, 
none  of  whom,  however,  are  now  living.  From 
Chicago  Mrs.  Shaw  came  to  Omaha  in  1867,  where 
she  met  our  subject,  and  by  their  marriage  they  are 
the  parents  of  one  child,  named  Egbert  John. 

Mr.  Shaw  owns  360  acres  of  land  on  section  30, 
Adams  Township,  which  is  devoted  to  the  purposes 
of  general  farming,  He  is  a  Republican  in  politics, 
and  is  a  man  of  broad  views,  generous  and  consid- 
erate, combining  with  his  intellectual  force  a  great 
deal  of  executive  ability.  The  citizens  of  Adams 
Township  have  chosen  him  for  Assessor  and  Justice 
of  the  Peace,  which  offices  he  has  held  with  satis- 
faction and  credit,  and  he  has  also  served  as  Treas- 
urer of  the  School  Board  for  five  or  six  years.  He 
is  one  of  the  prominent  members  of  the  G.  A.  R. 
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Post,  of  Adams,  of  which  order  he  was  chosen  the 
first  Commander,  and  as  it  fell  to  his  lot  to  name 
the  post,  he  bestowed  upon  it  the  name  of  his  com- 
rade, Sergt.  James  E.  Cox,  who  was  the  first  man 
from  the  Nebraska  regiment  killed  in  the  battle  of 
Shiloh.  Under  his  command  the  post  prospered 
well,  and  has  become  an  organization  of  twenty- 
five  members,  our  subject  having  been  Adju- 
tant of  the  post  for  the  past  three  or  four  years- 
Two  of  his  brothers,  William  and  Egbert,  enlisted 
in  the  1st  Regiment  with  him  at  the  breaking  out 
of  the  war,  the  former  meeting  his  death  at  St. 
Louis  by  the  running  away  of  a  team,  and  the 
latter  serving  out  his  time  of  three  years. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Shaw  are  very  courteous  and  hos- 
pitable, kind  and  considerate  of  the  comfort  and 
happiness  of  others,  and  are  situated  in  such  a 
manner  as  to  enable  them  to  spend  their  remaining 
days  in  ease  and  comfort.  They  are  living  happily 
without  making  a  great  show  or  pretension,  and  are 
always  ready  to  welcome  the  coming  guest.  Our 
subject  took  up  his  homestead  of  160  acres  in  1869, 
which  was  among  the  last  issued  in  the  township  as 
well  as  in  the  county.  As  a  man  descended  from 
brave  and  illustrious  ancestors,  as  a  distinguished 
warrior  and  a  most  loyal  citizen,  as  a  man  of  ex- 
ecutive ability  and  principles  of  the  strictest  integ- 
rity and  philanthropy,  he  is  entitled  to  the  esteem 
and  admiration  accorded  him  by  his  fellowmen. 

of  the   best 


IP  OEL  SCHOCK.     One  of  the  best  improved 
farms  in  Sicily  Township,   one  of  the  most 


l|  beautiful  for  situation,  is  that  which  is  the 
^^1/  property  of  the  Assessor  of  the  township, 
whose  biography  is  herein  epitomized.  This  gentle- 
man is  the  son  of  George  and  Lucy  Ann  (Ware) 
Schock,  who  are  natives  of  Pennsylvania,  he  of 
Union  County,  and  his  wife  of  Lehigh  County.  At 
the  age  of  sixteen  years  the  father  of  our  subject 
accompanied  his  parents  in  their  migratory  journey 
to  Ohio,  and  Miss  Ware,  at  the  age  of  thirteen,  re- 
moved to  the  same  State  under  similar  circum- 
stances, and  in  Seneca  County,  that  State,  the  ac- 
quaintance and  friendship  which  had  grown  up 
between  them  were  transformed    into  the   golden 
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bonds  of  wedlock.  Tliis  interesting  event  took 
place  in  Seneca  County,  Ohio,  in  September,  1845, 
and  they  settled  and  continued  to  reside  in  Ohio 
until  1 87 1,  when  they  removed  to  St.  Joseph  County, 
Mich.,  which  is  still  their  home.  Their  family  cir- 
cle included  nine  children,  all  of  whom  are  living, 
and  with  the  exception  of  the  youngest  Jill  are  mar- 
ried and  have  homes  of  their  own.  Their  names 
are  recorded  as  follows:  Benjamin  F.,  John  D., 
Joel,  Poll}',  Eli,  Sarah  A.,  Hettie  A.,  Lvdia  A.  and 
Emma  A.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Schock  are  both  members 
of  the  Reformed  Church,  at  Three  Rivers,  Mich. 

Our  subject  was  boru  in  Seneca  County,  Ohio, 
Oct.  29,  1851.  His  early  school  days  were  spent  in 
the  usual  iustitutton,  but  were  afterward  supple- 
mented by  the  High  School  course  at  Three  Rivers, 
and  he  then  taught  for  several  winters,  five  terms 
in  Michigan,  two  in  Nebraska,  and  one  summer 
term  in  Ohio.  During  the  summer,  however,  it  was 
his  custom  to  employ  his  time  in  farming. 

Some  thirteen  years  since,  Mr.  Schock  purchased 
his  present  farm,  but  it  was  not  until  February,  1  882, 
that  he  left  his  Michigan  home  and  settled  thereon. 
The  property  includes  160  acres,  and  is  composed 
of  a  very  fine  soil  for  agricultural  purposes,  and 
well  situated.  To  these  natural  advantages  our 
subject  has  added  a  number  of  improvements  in  the 
shape  of  the  general  cultivation  and  various  farm 
buildings.  Whether  barn,  ice  house,  implement 
and  machine  house,  milk  house,  granary  or  stabling 
be  examined,  the  verdict  would  be  "most  excel- 
lent," which  would  apply  to  their  construction,  con- 
venience and  condition.  The  residence  of  our  sub- 
ject is  most  pleasantly  situated,  and  is  tiie  embodi- 
ment of  comfort,  and  to  the  wear}-  worker  at  the 
close  of  the  day  is  something  to  be  appreciated  in- 
deed. 

On  the  4th  of  November,  1877,  our  subject  was 
married  to  MissC.  Libbie  Ulsh,  of  Michigan.  The 
wedding  service  was  held  at  the  residence  of  the 
groom's  father,  and  was  attended  by  a  number  of 
relatives  and  friends.  Mrs.  Schock  was  born  on  the 
25th  of  June,  1861,  in  Snyder  County,  Pa.  When 
she  was  about  three  years  of  age,  her  parents,  Joseph 
and  Christina  (Moyer)  Ulsh,  removed  to  Sandusky 
County,  Ohio.  In  the  year  1869  another  change 
was  made,  and  they  took  up  their  residence  in  St. 


Joseph  County,  Mich.  They  became  the  parents 
of  six  children,  of  whom  all  are  living,  Mrs.  Schock 
being  the  fifth  child.  In  this  latter  place  Mr.  Ulsh 
died,  Aug.  12,  1879,  at  the  age  of  sixty  years. 
After  this  his  widow  made  her  home  with  our  sub- 
ject and  wife,  whose  family  includes  three  children, 
who  are  named  as  follows:  James  E.,  born  July  20, 
1879;  Mary  E.,  Sept.  21,  1881 ;  and  Benjamin  F., 
Feb.  6,  1884. 

Our  subject  has  made  an  enviable  reputation  in 
regard  to  the  superior  merits  of  his  stock,  and  is 
very  particular  in  reference  to  the  variety  and  grade 
of  the  same.  His  specialty  lies  in  thorough-bred 
Poland-China  hogs  and  Short-horn  cattle.  In  his 
political  relations  our  subject  alHIiates  with  the  Re- 
publican party,  and  is  thoroughly  loyal  to  his  citi- 
zenship, and  by  his  enthusi.asm  and  thoroughness  in 
the  fulfillment  of  the  duties  of  his  office  has  won 
the  highest  regard  of  all  concerned.  With  his  wife, 
he  is  an  earnest  and  devoted  member  of  the  Meth- 
odist Episcopal  Church,  and  ever  active  in  the  ad- 
vancement of  that  cause,  and  they  are  .accorded  that 
appreciation  and  regard  which  are  justly  due. 


JACOB  B.  SWILER  is  a  native  of  Cumber- 
land County,  Pa.,  where  he  was  born  on  the 
1 1th  of  April,  1831.  and  where  he  was  reared 
to  m.anhood.  In  1850  he  moved  to  Ohio,  in 
which  .State  he  remained  for  two^'ears,  returning  at 
the  end  of  that  time  to  his  native  State  to  claim  for 
his  wife  Miss  Rachel  Boak,  to  whom  he  was  married 
on  the  12th  of  June,  1853.  She  is  a  daughter  of 
Lewis  and  Rachel  Boak,  the  former  of,  whom  was  a 
soldier  in  the  Revolutionary  War.  They  were 
members  of  the  United  Brethren  Church,  and  both 
died  in  Pennsylvania,  the  father  at  the  age  of  fift^-- 
four,  and  the  mother  when  she  was  seventy-five 
years  old.  Mrs.  Swiler  was  boru  in  York  County, 
Pa.,  on  the  29lh  of  June,  1833,  and  after  her  mar- 
riage with  our  subject  they  removed  to  Illinois, 
making  their  home  in  Warren  County  in  1857, 
where  they  remained  until  1880.  They  then  came 
to  Nebraska,  and  located  on  the  farm  which  is  their 
present  home,  on  section  9,  Sicily  Township.  Nine 
children  have  been  born  in   their  family,  of    whom 
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five  are  living,  anri  bear  the  names  of  Austin  H.. 
Carton  P.,  Minnie  W.,  Mamie  E.  and  .lolin. 

Our  subject  spent  his  earlj'  years  on  his  father's 
farm,  engaged  in  the  various  duties  of  an  agricult- 
ural life  until  he  was  seventeen  3'ears  old,  at  which 
time  he  began  to  learn  the  wool  manufacturing  busi- 
ness. This  he  followed  for  about  two  years,  but 
was  compelled  to  abandon  it  at  the  end  of  that 
time  on  account  of  his  ill-health,  and  he  afterward 
moved  to  Ohio,  where  he  learned  the  jilastering 
trade.  He  engaged  in  the  latter  occupation  for 
about  thirty  years,  and  by  that  time  his  sons  were 
almost  grown,  and  he  began  in  company  with  them 
to  engage  in  agricultural  pursuits  in  Illinois.  They 
farmed  for  four  years,  and  then  came  to  Nebraska, 
where  they  have  since  made  their  home.  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Swiler  are  esteemed  members  of  the  Church  of 
God,  which  religious  denomination  has  an  organiza- 
tion in  this  township.  'Ihe  former  was  initiated 
into  the  order  of  tl*  I.  O.  O.  F.,  Lodge  No.  1 60,  in 
Monmouth,  III.,  about  1873,  and  was  a  charter 
member  of  the  Encampment.  At  the  time  of  the 
late  war  he  applied  to  the  Government  as  a  volun- 
teer, but  his  proffered  service  was  rejected  on  ac- 
count of  his  ill-health.  He  waimly  advocates  the 
policy  of  the  Republican  party,  and  favors  the  senti- 
ment of  prohibition. 

When  our  subject  came  to  his  farm  there  had 
been  very  little  improvement  made  on  it,  but  by 
the  exercise  of  constant  diligence  and  much  hard 
labor,  he  has  brought  it  to  a  fine  state  of  cultiva- 
tion, and  has  erected  a  good  house,  barn,  and  all 
necessary  out-buildings  for  the  convenience  of  farm 
life.  He  has  also  made  good  fences,  and  has  set 
out  a  fine  orchard  containing  apple,  cherry,  and  all 
kinds  of  small  fruit  trees,  including  200  bearing 
apple  trees,  which  have  produced  such  fine  varie- 
ties and  such  a  delicious  quality  of  fruit  that  it  has 
taken  several  premiums  at  the  countj'  fairs  when 
placed  on  exhibition.  In  various  ways  has  he  im- 
proved the  appearance  and  utility  of  his  farm,  and 
has  increased  its  value  manyfold  since  it  came  into 
his  possession,  but  he  has  attained  these  splendid 
results  only  by  the  greatest  industry  and  most  care- 
ful management. 

Our  subject  is  a  son  of  Jacob  and  Agnes  (Baker) 
Swiler,    who    were    natives   of    Pennsylvania,    the 


former  of  German,  and  the  latter  of  Scotch  parent- 
age. The  father  died  in  the  year  1853,  at  the  age 
of  seventy-two  years,  but  the  mother  is  still  living 
with  her  daughter  in  Perry  County,  Pa.,  and  has 
now  reached  the  advanced  age  of  ninety  j'ears,  still 
being  quite  active  and  in  good  health.  Since  his 
residence  in  this  county  our  subject  has  been  prom- 
inently identified  with  its  public  affairs,  having  been 
a  member  of  the  School  Board  since  the  organiza- 
tion of  the  district,  and  is  now  filling  the  office  of 
Justice  of  the  Peace.  He  took  a  verj-  active  part 
in  forming  his  school  district,  of  which  he  has  been 
Treasurer  since  its  organization,  and  he  has  been  no 
less  active  in  the  promotion  of  religious  affairs,  hav- 
ing been  an  Elder  in  the  church  and  Superintendent 
of  the  Sunday-school  since  their  organization  in 
1883.  .He  and  his  wife  have  freed  their  farm  from 
all  incumbrances,  and  are  now  situated  in  such  a 
manner  as  to  enable  them  to  spend  their  remaining 
days  in  ease  and  comfort,  enjoying  the  fruits  of 
their  early  industry.  They  are  highly  respected 
citizens,  and  have  endeared  themselves  to  a  large 
circle  of  friends  and  acquaintances. 


'^  URRAY  B.  VOORHEES.  This  gentleman, 
whose  stock  farm  is  situated  on  section  25 
of  Sherman  Townshij),  is  the  eldest  sou  of 
Henry  V.  Voorhees,  a  native  of  Somerset 
County,  N.  Y.,  whence  he  removed  as  a  young 
man  to  Peoria.  III.,  and  afterward  to  Jersey  County, 
in  the  same  State.  During  the  earlier  part  of  his 
life  he  was  a  farmer,  but  afterward  engaged  in 
the  business  of  hardware  and  groceries,  in  Jersey- 
ville.  III.,  continuing  in  the  same  for  about  five 
years,  and  then  returned  to  farming.  In  political 
matters  he  was  a  Democrat,  but  this  did  not  pre- 
vent him  being  elected  to  most  of  the  important 
offices  of  the  township,  including  both  that  of  Su- 
pervisor and  Treasurer.  In  the  year  1861  he  be- 
came the  husband  of  Matilda  Bacon,  a  native  of 
New  York  State.  Her  grandparents  were  English, 
but  her  parents  were  of  American  birth.  They  be- 
came the  parents  of  six  children,  five  of  whom  are 
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livinjr.  Tlieir  nanips  are  as  follDws:  Murraj'  U.. 
our  subject ;  Fannj',  Harry  V.,  Rachel  C.  and  Martha. 

Our  sulijecl  was  born  while  his  parents  resided  in 
Jersey  County.  111..  Jan.  26,  18fi2.  Until  lie  at- 
tained his  majority  he  made  his  home  with  iiis  par- 
ents, who  afforded  him  through  the  years  of  his 
hoyhood  and  j'outh  every  opportunity  to  obtain  a 
fair  practical  education  in  the  common  school  of 
that  district,  after  which  he  went  to  work  ujjon  the 
farm.  Shortly  after  attaining  his  majority  lie  was 
united  in  the  irrevocable  bonds  of  matrimou}' 
with  Jennie  Rich,  daughter  of  Ricii.ird  and  Alzina 
(Clardy)  Rich.  Her  father  w.is  born  in  Devon- 
shire. England,  on  the  12th  of  February,  1834.  He 
came  to  America  in  18.51  and  settled  in  Jersey 
County,  111.,  following  the  occupation  of  farming 
until  his  death,  which  occurred  on  the  7th  of  Au- 
gust, 1880.  For  twenty-five  years  he  had  been  a 
member  of  the  Baptist  Church.  He  was  married 
on  the  2.5th  of  November,  1850,  and  became  the 
father  of  four  children,  one  of  whom  died  in  in- 
fancy. The  names  of  the  remaining  three  are: 
Anna,  now  Mrs.  William  Birkem.a3-er,  of  Jersey 
County;  Mary,  the  wife  of  William  Darl)y,  of  tlie 
same  county;  and  Jennie  T.,  the  wife  of  our  sub- 
ject. 

Mrs.  Voorhees  was  born  on  the  14th  of  No- 
vember, 1861.  at  Fidelity,  Jersey  Co.,  HI.,  and 
continued  to  live  with  her  parents  until  her  mar- 
riage. She  had  been  given  quite  a  fair  education, 
and  was  thoroughly  conversant  with  the  various 
duties  of  the  household,  and  both  by  nature  and 
education  fitted  to  hold  a  good  position  in  general 
society.  After  her  marriage,  which  occurred  upon 
the  4th  of  April.  1883,  she  continued  to  live  with 
her  husband  at  Fidelity  for  about  tliree  years,  our 
subject  being  engaged  in  farming.  Thence  they 
removed,  in  1886,  to  this  county,  and  engaged  in 
stock  and  grain  farming  upon  section  25.  operating 
three-quarters  of  the  entire  section.  5Ir.  A'oorhees 
has  shown  his  enterprise  by  eng.oging  in  the  breed- 
ing of  Hereford  cattle. 

The  family  of  our  subject  has  been  increased 
since  his  marriage  by  the  birth  of  one  son.  who  has 
received  the  name  of  Richard.  Mr.  Voorhees  is  a 
man  who  is  devoted  to  his  home  and  business,  and 
seeks    no  engagement  outside   these,  therefore   he 
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has  given  comparatively  little  attention  to  political 
matters,  and  has  never  sought  oflfice;  u.sually  he 
votes  with  the  Republican  party,  but  is  somewhat 
independent  in  that  matter,  considering  first  the 
man  and  his  fitness  for  ollice,  and  then  his  party. 

llL^ENRY  H.  SNYDFR.  Few  of  the  intelligent 
llji.  '""'  enterprising  subjects  of  the  (U-rman 
•^^  Empire  who  (-ome  to  our  .shores  from  year 
(^  to  j'car  are  more  so  than  Henry  Snyder,  the 
father  of  our  subject,  who  is  one  of  the  prosperous 
farmers  of  Jackson  County,  Ind.-  He  was  born  in 
1820,  in  Germany,  and  came  to  America  when 
about  fifteen  3-e!irs  of  age,  and  made  his  home  in 
Cincinnati,  lie  began  life  in  this  country  at  the 
foot  of  the  ladder,  and  was  very  soon  working  as  a 
day  laborer;  b^'  diligence  and  care  it  was  not  long 
before  he  was  enabled  to  purchase  the  farm  in 
Jackson  County,  Ind.,  where  he  still  resides.  He 
is  a  man  greatly  .admired  and  respected,  and  h.os  at 
various  times  been  calle<l  u[)on  to  fill  every  office  of 
his  townshii). 

Mr.  Snyder,  Sr..  was  married,  in  IHIT,  to  Anna 
Meslow,  who  was  born  in  (Jcrmany  in  1825,  and 
died  in  the  year  1885.  They  became  the  parents 
of  twelve  children,  eight  of  whom  survive.  The 
names  of  these  are  recorded  as  follows:  Louisa, 
whose  husband,  Henry  Holla,  is  a  prosperous  farmer 
of  Jackson  County,  Ind.;  our  sul)ject;  Margaret, 
now  Mrs.  Harmon  Krette;  Amelia,  widow  of  Au- 
gust Brethaure;  John  F.,  a  farmer  of  Sherman 
Township,  this  county;  Anna  and  Lavina,  who 
make  their  homes  in  Indianapolis;  and  Willie,  who 
is  still  at  home  in  Jackson  Count}'. 

Our  subject  was  born  on  the  15th  of  April,  1852. 
and  continued  to  live  with  his  parents  until  he  w.is 
twenty-three  years  of  .age.  His  school  d.iys  closed 
wilh  his  fourteenth  year,  but  in  that  time  he  had 
laid  a  good  foundation  whereon  to  erect  the  super- 
structure of  his  later  experience.  From  that  time 
onward  farming  has  occupied  him  almost  entirely, 
and  long  before  he  was  of  age  he  was  sufficiently 
well  acquainted  with  all  the  details  of  its  work  to 
take  charge  of  an  entire  farm. 

In  the   year  1871  Mr.  Snyder  b:ulc  farewell    to 
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bachelor  life  and  became  the  husband  of  Anna 
Klinge,  the  daughter  of  Henry  and  Annie  Klinge, 
who  were  natives  of  Germany.  Mrs.  Snyder  was 
born  in  Jackson  County,  Ind.,  in  the  year  1856, 
and  after  a  married  life  that  comprised  about  two 
bright  and  happy  years,  died  on  the  8th  of  October, 
1877.  In  the  following  Februarj'^  our  subject  re- 
moved to  Page  County,  Iowa,  and  there  engaged 
in  farming  with  much  prosperity. 

On  the  14th  of  February,  1882,  our  subject  con- 
tracted a  second  matrimonial  alliance,  the  lady  of 
his  choice  being  Mary  E.  Martin,  a  daughter  of 
John  M.  and  Anna  (Allen)  Martin.  Her  father 
was  born  in  New  Jersey,  in  1831,  and  resides  in 
Pawnee  County,  Neb.  Her  mother  was  born  in 
Cincinnati,  in  1839,  an<l  died  in  1864.  Their  home 
circle  included  thirteen  children,  nine  of  whom  are 
living.  Mrs.  Snyder  was  the  eldest  of  the  famih', 
and  was  born  in  Page  County,  Iowa,  Feb.  4,  1860, 
and  continued  to  reside  with  her  parents  until  her 
marriage.  She  presented  her  husband  with  four 
children,  whose  names  are  as  follows:  Edward, 
Charles  C,  William  J.  and  Merl. 

In  the  communion  of  the  Lutheran  Church,  in 
which  our  subject  was  brought  up,  he  continues  to 
find  that  which  is  in  harmony  with  his  religious 
principles,  and  is  a  regular  and  devout  worshiper. 
His  political  associations  are  with  the  Democratic 
party,  and  he  is  a  consistent  and  regular  supporter 
of  that  party,  and  has  so  continued  since  it  was  his 
privilege  to  vote. 


^^  TEPHEN  D.  TERRY.  One  great  secret  of 
^^^  success  in  any  position,  calling  or  profession 
[U^£ll)  in  life  is  congeniality  and  adaptability,  and 
this  is  the  secret  of  the  success  in  life  of 
the  subject  of  this  sketch,  whose  reputation  is  un- 
questioned along  the  line  of  his  chosen  occupation, 
viz.,  that  of  stock-raising.  Gage  County  has  few  citi- 
zens who  more  delight  in  this  department  of  work,  or 
who  better  understand  what  is  demanded  in  that 
connection ;  the  wise  and  the  otherwise  of  the  hand- 
ling and  care  of  stock.  He  is  in  fact,  as  it  were,  to 
tiie  manor  born,  and  as  a  result  takes  to  it  naturally. 


and  equally  as  naturallj'  is  rewarded  with  an  un- 
usual prosperity  and  success. 

Our  subject  is  a  native  of  Fleming  County,  Ky. 
When  he  was  fifteen  years  of  age  his  mother  re- 
moved to  McDonough  County,  111.  There  he  lived 
until  the  spring  of  1880,  when  he  came  to  this 
county,  where  shortly  after  arrival  he  leased  the 
half-section  where  he  now  lives,  at  that  time  owned 
by  a  Mr.  John  Ellis.  He  commenced  to  handle 
stock,  chiefly  cattle  and  hogs,  and  from  that  as  a 
beginning  has  continuously  progressed.  Upon  land- 
ing in  the  township  he  found  himself  possessed  of 
just  $15,  $10  of  which  he  immediately  forwarded 
to  his  wife  to  pay  railroad  fare,  that  she  might  join 
him,  and  of  this  amount  upon  arrival  she  possessed 
but  ninety-five  cents.  These  figures  give  the  finan- 
cial basis  of  our  subject's  fortune,  but  no  figures 
can  show  the  spirit  and  determination  to  succeed 
that  inspired  this  young  couple.  He  purchased 
stock  of  Mr.  Ellis  U>  the  amount  of  $550,  for  which 
he  gave  his  note,  for  which  he  took  interest  in  the 
form  of  a  partnership,  sharing  the  profits  for  flvfr 
years.  Then  Mr.  Terry  was  enabled  to  purchase 
the  farm  of  840  acres,  and  also  Mr.  Ellis'  interest 
in  the  stock. 

From  the  time  of  the  above  purchase  our  subject 
has  continued  to  operate  the  farm  in  his  own  inter- 
est and  upon  his  own  responsilility,  and  with  even 
greater  success  than  he  previously  enjoyed.  There 
are  at  present  some  300  head  of  high-grade  cattle  of 
pure  blood  upon  the  place,  and  about  100  that  are  be- 
ing fattened  for  the  market.  In  pigs  his  special  breed 
is  the  Berkshire  variety.  Of  these  he  raises  seldom 
less  than  300  per  annum.  His  sales  never  run 
lower  than  250  head  of  fatted  cattle,  and  from  200 
to  300  hogs.  In  addition  to  the  above,  and  upon 
a  somewhat  more  limited  scale,  though  with  no  less 
measure  of  good  fortune  attending,  Mr.  Terry 
raises  some  very  fine  Clydesdale,  Norman  and  En- 
glish draft  horses. 

The  farm  of  our  subject  is  naturally  adapted  for 
his  purpose,  and  is  well  supplied  with  water  from  a 
stream  that  has  its  origin  in  springs  which  are 
chiefly  upon  his  land.  No  matter  how  hot  or  dry 
the  season,  this  most  important  requisition  is  found 
in  abundant  supply.  He  raises  for  feed  purposes 
about  150  acres  of  corn  every  year,  and  in  addition 
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liuj-s  from  1 2.000  to  1  o.OOO  bushels.  All  his  farm 
is  well  fenced.  1(50  ncies  of  it  with  a  "hog  tight" 
and  the  remainder  with  a  first-class  wire  fence,  the 
whole  being  so  divided  that  stock  can  be  handled 
to  the  greatest  .-idvantage  and  with  the  utmost  e.ise. 
There  is  an  abundant  supply  of  sheds  and  shelters 
for  protection  from  winter's  cruel  cold  and  sum- 
mer's severe  heat;  in  fact,  in  all  the  appointments 
our  subject  aims  to  have  those  of  a  first-class  stock 
farm,  as  his  is. 

The  parents  of  our  subject  were  natives  of  Ken- 
tucky, in  which  State  his  father  died  when  Ste- 
phen D.  was  quite  a  little  boy.  His  mother  with 
her  family  of  five  children  then  removed  to  Illinois 
in  1867.  It  was  an  apparently  interminable  strug- 
gle and  endless  anxiety  for  this  noble  woman  to 
provide  for  her  children,  and  as  soon  as  it  was  pos- 
sible our  subject,  being  the  eldest  son,  took  the  lead 
in  endeavoring  to  assist  in  the  support  of  the  fam- 
ily. Being  born  on  the  2d  of  February,  1852, 
he  was  fifteen  years  of  age  when  his  mother 
removed  to  Illinois.  They  have  now  a  good  farm 
in  Labette  County,  Kan.,  where  the  mother  and  one 
daughter  reside.  The  following  are  the  members 
of  this  interesting  familj',  viz. :  Stephen  D..  our 
subject;  William,  who  is  married  and  lives  in  Ken- 
tuckj';  Mary  E.,  who  resides  with  her  mother; 
Amelia,  happily  married  to  .Jacob  Botofif,  a  prosper- 
ous farmer  in  Labette  County;  Amanda,  now  Mrs. 
Ora  F.  Penneywitt,  resident  in  the  same  county, 
each  being  in  the  same  neighborhood. 

Miss  Harriet  McElvain,  of  McDonough  County, 
111.,  is  the  lady  whom  our  subject  chose  to  be  his 
life  companion,  and  with  whom  he  was  united  in 
marriage  upon  the  14th  of  Januar}-,  1872,  since 
which  time  it  has  been  abundantly  demonstrated 
that  the  step  was  a  most  happy  one.  Mrs.  Terry  is 
the  daughter  of  George  and  Jane  (Barr)  McElvain, 
who  still  reside  in  Illinois.  There  have  been  born 
to  our  subject  seven  children,  who  have  received 
the  names  here  following:  Clifton  D.,  John  H., 
Oscar,  Amelia,  William  H.,  Lou  and  Mattie,  all  of 
whom  are  still  living. 

The  ancestry  of  the  Terry  family  for  several 
generations  have  been  members  of  the  IMethodist 
Episcopal  Church,  and  in  this  communion  our  sub- 
ject and  wife  also  find  their  religious  home,  and  are 


by  the  entire  membership  in  common  with  tlie  com- 
munity at  large  held  in  highest  esteem.  In  politi- 
cal circles  our  subject  is  not  prominent,  usually 
voting  with  entire  disregard  to  the  party  of  a  can- 
diilate,  and  thinking  solely  of  his  fitness  for  the 
desired  office  and  his  character. 

|L-^OBERT  F.  NORCROSS  is  a  well-informed 
jljjV  and  reliable  business  man,  who  has  made  a 
!^^  brilliant  success  of  farming  on  his  well-im- 
•v0  proved  land  on  section  31 ,  Logan  Township. 
His  father,  William  F.  Norcross,  was  born  in  Erie 
County,  Pa.,  on  the  14th  of  February,  1812,  and  in 
1840  he  moved  to  Warren  County,  111.,  where  he 
now  resides,  continuing  his  early  vocation  of  farm- 
ing. His  father,  the  grandfather  of  our  subject, 
was  a  native  of  Ireland,  and  after  coming  to  Anier- 
i(;a  he  served  as  a  private  in  the  War  of  1812.  The 
mother  of  our  subject  was  Maria  L.  (Dixon)  Nor- 
cross, who  was  born  in  ilrie  County,  Pa.,  in  1818, 
and  died  at  the  age  of  forty  years,  in  1858,  by 
which  a  family  of  five  children,  named  John  G., 
Marietta,  William  P.,  Hobert  F.  and  Henry  H.,  was 
bereaved  of  her  tender  care. 

Our  subject  was  born  in  Warren  Count3',  111.,  on 
the  31st  of  August,  1851,  and  as  he  reached  boy- 
hood's years  he  began  the  acquisition  of  his  educa- 
tion, which  was  completed  in  1872  by  graduation 
from  the  High  School  at  Monmouth,  111.  In  the 
spring  of  1875,  being  then  about  twent}'- four  years 
old,  he  removed  to  near  Beatrice,  where  he  en- 
gaged in  farming  for  three  years,  and  in  1878  he 
bought  his  present  place,  consisting  of  100  acres  on 
section  31,  Logan  Township.  When  the  land  came 
into  his  possession  it  was  in  an  uncultivated  state, 
since  which  time  he  has  made  many  improvements, 
and  has  set  out  orchards  of  fruit  trees,  groves  of 
native  timber,  and  beautiful  hedge  fences,  which 
add  greatly  to  the  value  and  appearance  of  the 
place.  His  house,  barns  and  farm  buildings  are  all 
in  excellent  condition,  containing  the  modern  con- 
veniences and  improvements,  while  within  a  dis- 
tance of  forty  rods  from  the  house  there  is  a  spring 
of  clear,  cool  and  refreshing  running  water.  All 
that  ingenuity  can  devise  or  labor  procure  has  been 
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done  to  beautify  and  increase  the  utility  of  this 
splendid  farm,  and  the  owner  of  it  may  well  feel 
gratified  because  of  his  success.  In  1883  he  pur- 
chased 160  acres  of  land  two  miles  east  of  the  home 
farm,  on  which  he  has  made   many   improvements, 

On  the  12th  of  February,  1874,  our  subject  was 
united  in  marriage,  in  Monmouth,  111.,  to  Miss 
Laura  E.  "Webster,  who  was  born  in  Erie  County', 
Pa.,  on  the  1 '2th  of  November,  1856.  Her  parents, 
O.  E.  and  Emily  E.  (Dunn)  Webster,  were  natives 
of  the  same  county,  the  former  having  been  born  in 
1835,  and  the  latter  in  1838.  They  are  the  parents 
of  four  children,  named  Laura  E.,  Stella,  Elroy  and 
Zoah,  and  the  father  is  the  present  Street  Commis- 
sioner of  Beatrice.  By  their  marriage  our  subject 
and  his  wife  are  the  parents  of  one  child,  named 
Bertie,  who  was  born  on  the  25th  of  April,  1876, 
and  is  brightening  their  home  witii  the  charm  of  his 
boyhood's  years. 

The  excellent  and  tliorough  education  which  our 
subject  received  entitles  him  to  a  prominent  rank 
among  the  educators  of  his  township,  for,  although 
he  is  not  immediately  engaged  in  the  work  of 
teaching,  he  has  for  six  years  been  the  Director  of 
the  schools,  and  has  given  careful  and  conscientious 
service  in  behalf  of  the  educational  institutions  of 
his  township.  He  is  an  ardent  Republican,  and  does 
not  lose  an  opportunity  to  further  the  interest  of 
his  party.  In  business  matters  he  is  distinguished 
for  his  uprightness  and  integrity,  and  his  word  is 
everywhere  considered  as  good  as  his  bond.  His 
wife  is  an  amiable  and  estimable  lady,  possessing 
true,  womanly  characteristics,  and  takes  a  proper 
pride  in  her   excellent  domestic  qualifications. 


^^EORGE  W.  CAMPBELL.  The  eventful  life 
.  (ij  ^---  of  the  subject  of  the  following  narrative, 
^^JJ^  and  which  now  spans  a  period  of  over  fifty 
years,  began  at  the  modest  country  home  of  his 
-parents  in  the  township  of  East  Smithfleld,  Brad- 
ford Co.,  Pa.,  May  3,  1835,  and  is  culminating  in 
its  prime  amid  the  surroundings  of  an  enjoyable 
home  on  section  33,  in  Nemaha  Township,  this 
county.     A  soldier  of  the  Union  army  during  the 


late  Civil  War,  he  survived  more  than  ordinary 
hardship  and  suffering,  and  at  its  close  in  1868, 
sought  a  home  among  the  people  of  the  j'oung  and 
promising  State  of  Nebraska.  He  was  prospered 
in  his  venture,  and  now,  sitting  under  his  own  vine 
and  fig  tree,  with  comfort  and  plenty  around  him, 
can  look  back  with  a  reasonable  degree  of  satisfac- 
tion upon  the  results  of  a  life  wliose  aim  has  been 
to  make  himself  worthy  among  good  citizens,  and 
of  value  in  his  community. 

The  parents  of  our  subject,  George  W..  Sr.,  and 
Harriet  (Kingsley)  Campbell,  were  also  natives  of 
Bradford  County,  Pa.,  and  represented  excellent 
German  blood  on  the  father's  side,  and  on  the 
motlier's  Scotch-Irish.  The  elder  Campbell  was  a 
lumberman  and  farmer,  and  acquired  a  large  prop- 
erty. His  death  took  place  not  far  from  tiie  place 
of  his  birth,  in  Burlington  Township,  Bradford  Co., 
Pa.,  in  18S7,  wlien  he  was  seventy-eight  years  old_ 
The  mother  is  still  living,  making  her  home  with 
Sterling  at  the  old  home,  and  is  now  aged  about 
seventy-four.  The  parental  household  included 
nine  children — William,  George  W.,  Jr.  (our  sub- 
ject), Almira,  Martha,  Chauncey,  Owen,  Sterling, 
John  and  Alanson. 

Wheu  the  subject  of  this  sketch  was  about  five 
years  old  his  father  purchased  a  large  sawmill  in 
Burlington,  Bradford  Co.,  Pa.,  which  he  operated 
about  fifteen  3ears,  and  then  selling  out,  moved 
on  a  farm.  In  the  meantime  young  George  made 
himself  useful  about  the  mill,  attending  the  saw 
and  handling  lumber.  Their  home  being  in  the 
wooded  districts,  the  opportunity  for  education 
was  somewhat  limited,  although  our  hero  mastered 
the  common  branches,  and  branched  out  consider- 
ably in  philosophy  and  the  scientific  studies.  His 
regular  school  da^'s,  however,  terminated  at  the  age 
of  fifteen  years,  and  his  acquirements  after  that 
were  mainly  by  his  own  efforts  at  home.  He  con- 
tinued under  the  home  roof  until  twenty  years  old, 
and  was  then  united  in  marri.age  with  Miss  Mary, 
daughter  of  John  and  Polly  (Holmes)  Dewey,  who 
with  their  family  were  natives  of  New  York  State. 
Mrs.  Campbell  was  the  fourth  in  a  family  of  five 
children,  and  was  born  in  Chenango  County,  Aug. 
4,  1834.  She  remained  a  resident  of  the  Empire 
State  until  a  maiden  of  sixteen  years.      Her  father 
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died  when  she  was  a  small  child,  and  the  faniil}' 
being  left  without  means,  the  children  were  separ- 
ated, and  Mary  found  a  home  among  strangers. 
After  a  few  years  her  elder  sister  married  and 
Mar}'  went  to  live  with  her,  in  Bradford  County, 
Pa.  Here  she  was  provided  with  educational  ad- 
vantages, and  developed  into  a  teacher,  by  which 
means  she  supported  herself  comfortably  until  her 
marriage. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Campbell  eonlinued  in  Pennsyl- 
vania a  year  after  their  marriage,  and  then  re- 
moved to  Carroll  County,  111.,  where  Mr.  C.  rented 
a  farm,  and  was  making  good  headway  toward  a 
competency  when  there  came  the  first  call  from 
President  Lincoln  for  troops  to  put  down  the  rebell- 
ion. To  the  other  ties  which  bound  Mr.  Camp- 
bell to  his  home  had  been  added  that  of  a  father, 
but  he  determined  to  forsake  all  in  response  to  the 
demands  of  true  patriotism,  and  accordingly  en- 
listed in  Company  B,  7th  Illinois  Cavalry,  being 
mustered  in  at  Camp  Butler,  in  October,  and  drill- 
ing at  Camp  Butler,  (Springfield.  On  the  1 .5lh  of 
December  the  regiment  received  orders  to  move, 
and  went  via  Cairo  to  Bird's  Point,  Mo.,  where 
Mr.  Campbell  made  the  acquaintance  of  Gen.  Grant. 
Under  him  they  skirmished  for  a  time,  and  were 
then  ordered  to  Shiloh,  reaching  that  point  just 
after  the  battle.  They  afterward  participated  in  the 
siege  of  Corinth,  and  did  railroad  duty  in  that 
section  for  some  time.  Mr.  Campbell  was  with 
the  troops  of  Gen.  Grant  on  his  first  expedition 
against  Vicksburg,  but  they  were  forced  to  return 
to  LaGrange,  Tenn.,  on  account  of  a  scarcity  of 
supplies.  Their  next  move  was  as  guard  along  the 
Tennessee  River,  but  the  approach  of  Gen.  Price 
caused  them  to  fall  back  to  Corinth,  where  they 
engaged  in  the  second  battle  at  that  place. 

The  winter  of  1862  was  spent  b}'  the  regiment  in 
camp  at  LaGiange,  Tenn.,  and  the  spring  of  1863 
opened  with  the  Greyston  raid  of  sixteen  d.iys,  and 
six  days  of  which  Company  B  rode  by  itself  425 
miles,  fighting  along  the  road.  At  the  siege  of  Port 
Hudson  they  guarded  the  rear  with  credit,  and  then 
took  boats  up  to  Memphis  for  the  purpose  of 
recruiting.  They  then  went  to  CoUierville,  Tenn., 
and  wiiile  there  on  picket  duty,  Mr.  Campbell  with 
twenty -five  of  the  forty-nine  men  thus  engaged  was 


cai>lured  during  the  fight,  Nov.  3,  1863;  there  were 
engaged  500  Union  men  and  2,000  rebels.  The 
prisoners  were^  taken  to  Cahaba.  Ala.,  where  they 
were  kept  until  the  following  April,  and  were  then 
transferred  to  Andersonville. 

The  horrors  of  Andersonville  Prison,  Mr.  Camp- 
bell states,  could  not  by  any  possibility  be  exagger- 
ated. Sufferings  awful,  and  unmitigated  by  a  gleam 
of  h\imanity  on  the  part  of  their  captors,  made  the 
lives  of  tlie  weary  victims  a  wretched  mockery. 
Nauseous  food,  impure  water,  crowded  and  vermin 
infested  quarters,  contributed  to  disease  and  death, 
which  took  away  all  but  eight  of  the  company  of 
twenty-six.  Mr.  C.  and  his  comrades  remained  there 
until  August,  18(')4,  when  the^-  were  removed  to 
the  sporting  ground  of  Charleston,  kept  there  four 
weeks,  and  then  taken  to  Florence,  where  Mr.  C. 
was  released  on  sick  parole. 

After  regaining  his  liberty  Mr.  Campbell  made 
his  way  first  to  Annapolis,  Md.,  and  thence  to  his 
father's  house  in  Pennsylvania,  arriving  there  in 
January,  1865.  He  received  his  honorable  dis- 
charge in  April  following,  having  Iteen  in  the  serv- 
ice three  years  and  six  months,  thirteen  months  and 
eleven  daj"s  of  which  had  been  passed  as  the  cap- 
tive of  the  rebels. 

Mr.  Campbell  after  rejoining  his  family  in  Car- 
roll County,  111.,  was  unable  to  do  any  work  for 
fully  a  year,  but  after  a  time  gradual!}'  resumed 
farming.  He  made  up  his  mind  to  secure  a  home 
of  his  own  as  soon  as  possible,  and  believing  he 
could  make  better  headway  upon  the  soil  of  a 
newer  country,  started  for  Nebraska  in  the  spring 
of  1868.  He  was  accompanied  by  his  wife  and 
two  children,  and  they  made  the  journey  overland 
with  a  wagon  and  two  teams  of  horses.  They 
crossed  the  Mississippi  at  Lyons,  Iowa,  and  pushed 
their  way  through  the  Hawkeye  State,  crossing  the 
Missouri  at  Brownville,  and  toucliing  Tecumseh. 
The  prairies  of  Nebraska  were  then  mostly  in  their 
primitive  condition.  Mr.  Campbell  took  up  a  home- 
stead claim  of  120  acres,  and  commencing  at  first 
principles,  slowly  but  surely  built  the  foundation 
of  his  present  home.  In  connection  with  the  culti- 
vation of  the  soil  he  has  turned  many  an  honest 
penny  as  a  well-borer,  having  sunk  500  or  600  wells, 
probably  more  than  any  otiier  man   in  this  jjart  of 


•^-ii::: 


■»»-jh"^ 


•►Hf^ 


-•► 


I 


384 


GAGE  COUNTY. 


Gage  County.  The  first  dwelling  of  our  subject  in 
this  county  was  a  lioard  shanty,  and  they  occupied 
this  neai'ly  five  years.  They  have  now  a  substan- 
tial residence  which  compares  favorably  witli  those 
of  their  neighbors,  convenient  out-buildings,  and  a 
beautiful  grove  of  eottonwood  and  maples  planted 
nineteen  years  ago  by  the  hands  of  the  proprietor. 
A  flourishing  apple  orchard  of  130  trees  yields 
bountifully  for  the  needs  of  the  family,  with  a  fair 
assortment  of  the  smaller  fruits.  The  household 
circle  numbers  four  children — Dewey,  John,  Effa 
and  George  B.  The  second  and  third  in  order  of 
birth,  Nettie  and  Hattie,  died  at  the  ages  of  six 
and  one-half  years  and  three  months,  respectively. 
Dewey  married  Miss  Abbie  Kessler,  and  is  a  resi- 
dent of  Hooker  Township;  they  have  one  child,  a 
son,  Eoy.  John  and  Effa  operate  jointly  two 
farms  in  this  township;  the  youngest  son  has  charge 
of  the  home  place.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Campbell  are 
members  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  and 
our  subject,  as  an  ex-soldier,  has  for  a  long  period 
been  Quartermaster  in  Sergt.  Cox  Post,  G.  A.  R., 
at  Adams.  It  is  hardly  necessary  to  say  that 
politically,  he  is  a  "dyed   in  the  wool"  Republican. 


JOHN  CARSTENS.  Among  the  representa- 
tive farmers  and  esteemed  citizens  of  Cla- 
tonia  Township,  the  subject  of  this  sketch 
occupies  a  good  position,  socially  and  flnan- 
ciallj-.  He  possesses  all  the  admirable  qualities  of 
the  substantial  German  race,  and  is  a  native  of  that 
Empire,  having  been  Ijorn  in  Hanover,  Feb.  24, 
1843. 

The  subject  of  our  sketch  is  a  son  of  John  and 
Gesche  Carstens,  being  the  eldest  of  the  family,  and 
has  only  two  brothers  living;  of  Tebbe  C.  a  sketch 
appears  in  this  work.  His  mother  died  in  Han- 
over and  his  father  lives  in  this  county.  John 
early  in  life  became  familiar  with  farm  pursuits, 
while  at  the  same  time  he  was  thoroughly  educated 
in  the  common  schools  of  his  native  Province.  In 
1866,  when  a  young  man  twenty-one  years  old,  he 
entered  the  Hanovarian  army  and  fought  against 
the  Prussians  on  the  side  of  the  Austrians  in  the 
beginning  of  the  memorable  struggle  between  those 


two  countries,  in  the  battle  of  Langensabza.  Fi- 
nally retiring  from  the  army  at  the  close  of  the 
struggle,  he  emigrated  to  America,  embarking  from 
the  port  of  Bremen  on  an  ocean  steamer,  and  after 
a  voyage  of  three  weeks  landed  in  New  York  City. 
Thence  he  proceeded  to  Schuyler  County,  111., 
where  he  was  employed  at  farming  several  years. 
The  fall  of  1874  found  him  with  his  steps  turned 
still  further  westward,  and  making  his  waj'  to  this 
county  he  purchased  160  acres  of  land  from  the 
Burlington  &  Missouri  River  Railroad  Company, 
at  $7  per  acre.  This  was  located  on  section  11,  Cla- 
tonia  Township,  and  upon  this  he  has  since  lived 
and  labored,  transforming  the  raw  prairie  to  a 
highly  cultivated  farm,  and  putting  up  the  build- 
ings required  for  his  comfort  and  convenience. 

In  his  pioneer  labors  our  subject  found  in  his  de- 
voted wife  a  most  efficient  assistant,  and  he  gen- 
erously accords  her  that  credit  which  is  too  often 
withheld  from  the  pioneer  wife  and  mother.  He 
had  no  means  when  he  landed  upon  American  soil, 
and  his  possessions  to-day  are  consequently  the  re- 
sult of  his  own  industry  and  economy.  His  mar- 
riage occurred  two  years  after  his  emigration  to 
this  countrj-,  the  wedding  taking  place  in  Rushville, 
111.,  on  the  12th  of  March,  1868.  The  maiden  name 
of  Mrs.  Carstens  was  Mary  Schmid,  and  she  was 
also  born  in  the  Fatherland,  Feb.  1.  1847.  Her 
parents  were  Jurgen  and  Etta  (Goldenstein)  Schmid, 
who  lived  and  died  in  Germany.  Mrs.  C.  came  to 
the  United  States  in  the  fall  of  1865.  Of  her 
marriage  with  our  snbject  there  have  been  born 
seven  children,  namely:  George  J.,  Feb.  24,  1869; 
Lilly  G.,  July  15,  1873;  Arthur  E.,  Aug.  16,  1876; 
Mary  Anetta,  April  12,  1879:  Theodore  F.,  Jan. 
31,  1881  ;  Alvin  B.,  Oct.  27,  1882,  and  Emma  F., 
June  29,  1885. 

The  property  of  Mr.  Carstens  includes  160  acres 
of  land,  enclosed  with  good  fencing,  and  producing 
in  abundance  the  rich  crops  of  Southern  Nebraska. 
He  has  a  good  setof  frame  buildings  with  improved 
machinery  and  a  fair  assortment  of  live  stock,  in- 
cluding cattle,  horses  and  swine.  In  religious  mat- 
ters he  belongs  to  the  German  Methodist  Episcopal 
Cliurch,  of  which  he  was  one  of  the  founders,  and 
has  been  a  Trustee  for  many  years.  Both  he  and 
his  estimable  wife  have  always  taken  an  active  in- 
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teiest  in  the  success  of  clnircb  and  school,  and 
souglit  to  educate  their  offspring  in  the  manner 
which  shall  make  of  them  good  and  worthy  citizens. 
Mr.  Carstens,  politicall}-,  votes  the  Republican  ticket, 
and  has  served  upon  the  School  Board  of  his  dis- 
trict a  number  of  years.  In  the  spring  of  1887  he 
was  elected  Assessor  of  Clatonia  Township,  and  has 
served  on  its  Board  of  Elections  many  times.  He 
is  considered  one  of  the  representative  men  of  his 
community,  active  in  all  good  works,  and  the  sub- 
ject of  a  record  Which  his  children  may  look  upon 
in  later  years  with  pride. 


^1-*^ 
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B.  SPRAGUE  is  the  senior  partner  of  the 
rm  of  W.  B.  Sprague  &  Son,  proprietors  of 
the  Sunnyside  Ranch,  on  sections  17,  18 
and  19,  Xemaha  Township,  one  of  the  largest  cattle 
ranches  in  this  county.  He  is  a  son  of  Frederick  A. 
an<l  Bridget  (Moodej')  Sprague,  the  former  of 
whom  traces  his  ancestry  to  English,  and  the  latter 
to  Irish  families.  The  father  served  in  the  War  of 
1812.  and  after  his  marriage  with  the  mother  of 
our  subject  in  Medina  County,  Oliio,  they  made 
their  home  on  a  farm  in  that  county  until  the  j'ear 
1841,  when  they  removed  to  Waukesha  Countj', 
Wis.  The  father  purchased  a  large  tract  of  land, 
which  he  devoted  to  agricultural  purposes,  and 
meeting  with  much  success  lie  accumulated  wealth, 
and  became  the  owner  of  several  sections  of  land. 

The  father  of  our  subject  was  an  able  politician, 
and  was  distinguished  among  his  contemporaries 
by  being  elected  to  the  Wisconsin  State  Senate, 
receiving  the  election  to  that  honorable  office  on 
the  Democratic  ticket  by  a  large  majority,  which 
speaks  well  for  his  popularit}'.  He  died  in  Feb- 
ruary, 1865,  in  his  seventieth  year,  and  the  mother 
died  in  January,  1885,  in  her  eighty-third  3'ear; 
they  were  the  parents  of  nine  cliildren,  all  of  wliom 
were  spared  to  become  honored  men  and  women, 
and  their  names  are  as  follows :  Frederick  A.,  Jr., 
Romeo,  Joseph,  John  Q.,  Juliet,  Peter,  William 
B.,  Hiram  B.  and  Elizabeth. 

Our  subject  was  born  in  Ritchfield,  Medina  Co., 
Ohio,  on  the  Itith  of  April,  1838,  but  as  he  was 
only  three  years  old  when    his    parents    moved  to 


Wisconsin,  he  has  no  recollections  of  his  early 
home.  When  he  became  a  young  man  he  was  early 
taught  to  take  care  of  horses,  oxen,  stock  in  gen- 
eral and  farming  implements,  and  to  swing  the  ax 
with  a  strong  and  steady  hand,  living  as  he  did  in 
a  country  abounding  in  woods  with  but  small 
clearings.  He  otherwise  had  an  experience  in 
common  with  the  otli«r  sons  of  the  early  pioneers 
of  Waukesha  County.  His  schooling  w.is  ratlier 
limited,  owing  to  the  limited  advantages  of  the 
time,  and  he  remained  at  home  engaged  in  the 
duties  of  the  farm  until  he  became  twenty-one  years 
old,  at  which  age  he  was  married. 

In  1859  our  subject  was  united  in  marriage  with 
Miss  Elizabeth  Hazlehurst,  a  daughter  of  George 
and  Margaret  (Brown)  Hazlehurst.  The  jjarenls 
were  natives  of  England,  and  their  ancestors  were 
noted  for  their  inventive  genius,  grandfather  John 
Brown,  of  Manchester,  England,  having  been  the 
inventor  of  the  first  steam  loom  used  in  the  large 
cotton  factories  in  that  city.  The  father  was  an 
excellent  weaver,  and  became  the  overseer  in  a 
cotton  factory  in  his  native  country,  but  having 
conceived  the  idea  of  coming  to  America,  he  em- 
barked for  this  country  in  the  j'ear  1840.  He 
bought  a  farm  in  Oswego  County,  N.  Y..  on  which 
he  remained  for  some  time,  and  met  with  success, 
but  he  subsequently  removed  to  Fall  River,  Mass., 
and  became  overseer  in  the  '"Que-Que-Chan"  Mills, 
in  which  capacity  he  remained  for  six  years.  He 
then  went  to  Oneida  County,  N.  V.,  where  he  re- 
sided for  several  years,  until  he  came  to  Waukesha 
County,  Wis.  For  thirty  years  th.e  father  served 
as  an  overseer  in  the  cotton  mills,  twenty-four  years 
of  which  were  spent  in  England. 

Mrs.  Spr.ague's  mother  died  in  1868,  at  the  age 
of  sixty-five  years,  and  her  father  died  in  1875,  in 
California,  aged  seventy-five  years.  They  had  a 
family  of  five  children,  all  of  whom  grew  to  man- 
hood and  womanhood  ;  their  names  are  as  follows : 
Edward,  William,  Marj',  Elizabeth  and  Margaret. 
William  Hazlehurst  was  at  one  time  the  foreman  in 
the  Hay  ward  Mines,  and  was  well  known  in  San 
Francisco.  He  accumulated  a  large  amount  of 
wealth,  and  was  at  one  time  a  millionaire.  Mrs. 
Sprague  was  born  in  Manchester,  England,  on  the 
23d   of  July,  1839,    but    her  earliest  recollections 
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are  of  her  home  in  Oswego  Collnt3^  N.  Y.  She  was 
five  years  old  when  her  parents  moved  to  Fall 
River,  Mass.,  where  she  attended  school,  and  worked 
in  the  factory.  When  she  first  began  to  work  in 
the  factory  she  had  to  have  a  stage  to  stand  on, 
and  attended  two  looms. 

The  education  which  Mrs.  Sprague  received  was 
obtained  in  the  schools  of  Westmoreland,  and 
when  she  was  fifteen  years  old  she  went  to  Wauke- 
sha County,  Wis.  Her  mother  was  afflicted  with 
ill-healtli,  which  made  it  necessary  for  her  to  take 
charge  of  the  household  until  the  time  of  her  mar- 
riage with  our  subject.  After  their  marriage  they 
bought  a  farm  of  120  acres,  and  in  1864  our  sub- 
ject began  to  buy  horses  for  the  army.  After  the 
war  closed  he  went  to  Pennsylvania,  and  for  eleven 
months  he  worked  in  the  oil  region,  returning  again 
to  Wisconsin  in  1866,  and  resuming  operations  on 
his  farm.  In  1870  he  went  to  Troj'  Center,  Wal- 
worth Countj',  and  engaged  in  the  stock  and  prod- 
uce business,  also  having  an  interest  in  the  lumber 
business.  He  continued  there  for  three  years,  meet- 
ing with  very  good  success,  and  then  returned  to 
his  former  home  and  purchased  a  sufficient  amount 
of  land  to  make  him  the  owner  of  360  acres.  He 
carried  on  farming  in  Waukesha  County  until  1879, 
when  he  exchanged  one  of  his  farms  for  lands  in 
Gage  County,  and  afterward  sold  the  other  farm 
in  Wisconsin  and  bought  cattle,  bringing  with  him 
about  100  head  when  he  came  to  Nebraska. 

Our  subject  settled  on  his  own  farm  in  Sherman 
Township,  nine  miles  east  of  Beatrice,  and  for 
three  years  he  took  the  entire  management  of  the 
farm,  consisting  of  480  acres.  He  then  exchanged 
it  for  a  quarter-section  near  Beatrice,  some  other 
lands,  and  the  remainder  in  money,  and  worked  on 
his  new  farm  until  1887,  when  he  came  in  charge 
of  the  Sunnyside  Ranch.  He  has  been  as  a  rule 
very  successful,  but  a  short  time-  ago  he  met  with 
a  drawback  from  having  bought  200  head  of  stock 
cattle  from  Rosenbaura  Bros.,  live  stock  com- 
mission merchants,  of  Omaiia.  The  cattle  proved 
to  have  been  mortgaged,  and  the  loss  to  our  sub- 
ject was  $4,000,  on  account  of  which  a  suit  is  in 
litigation,  and  now  pending  in  the  Supreme  Court. 
In  carrying  on  his  ranch  our  subject  handles  400 
head  of    cattle,  sixty  horses  and  fifteen  teams.     In 


company  with  him  is  his  son  William,  and  together 
they  operate  one  of  the  largest  stock  farms  in  the 
county,  having  1,400  acres  under  cultivation,  and 
500  acres  in  pasture.  They  have  a  very  elegant 
home,  and  all  its  appointments  speak  of  wealth  and 
refinement. 

There  are  four  children  in  the  family  of  our  sub- 
ject, whose  names  are  William  B.,  Jr.,  Ada  E.,  Mary 
E.  and  George  H.  William  B.  married  Miss  Ada 
Onyon,  and  they  have  one  child,  named  Erma;  Ada 
E.  married  Edward  Burton,  of  Eagle,  Waukesha 
Co.,  Wis.,  and  they  reside  on  the  old  homestead 
with  their  two  children,  Harry  B.  and  George  Will- 
iam ;  Mary  E.  and  George  H.  are  living  at  home 
with  their  parents.  Mrs.  and  Miss  Sprague  are  in- 
fluential members  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church,  of  Summit,  and  are  admirably  fitted  to 
grace  their  luxurious  home,  possessing  as  they  do 
many  charms  of  person  and  manner  united  to  the 
admirable  qualities  of  mind  and  heart.  Our  sub- 
ject is  a  member  of  the  Masonic  fraternity,  and  is 
an  able  advocate  of  the  Democratic  party.  Both 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Sprague  understand  thoroughly  the 
happy  art  of  entertaining  their  guests  in  their 
handsome  home,  and  their  hospitality  and  kindly 
bearing  fit  them  to  adorn  the  highest  society. 


\T  OHN  CHERRY.   The  people  of  Grant  Town- 

I  ship  have  every  reason  to  be  proud  of  the 

II  fine  farms  that  are  to  be  found  so  plentifully 
(^^  scattered  over  its  broad  acres,  and  its  repu- 
tation as  a  stock-raising  district  is  not  unenviable. 
Among  those  who  have  done  not  a  little  to  support 
and  extend  the  latter  is  the  subject  of  our  sketch, 
whose  ranch  and  residence  are  situated  upon  section 
22.  This  has  been  his  home  for  more  than  twelve 
j'ears.  although  he  has  been  a  resident  of  the  State 
since  1867.  He  is  the  owner  of  300  acres  of  well- 
improved,  excellent  land,  upon  which  almost  every 
improvement  has  been  the  work  of  his  own  hands. 

For  the  first  few  years  after  coming  to  the  State 
our  subject  made  his  home  in  DeWilt  Precinct, 
Saline  County,  taking  a  homestead  on  Turkey 
Creek,  and  working  upon  it  until  he  brought  it  to 
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the  condition  of  a  good  and  pi-o<liictive  farm;  llieii 
lie  came  to  bis  present  property,  which,  heiiig  wa- 
tered by  the  Soap  Creek  is  fruitful,  even  in  dry  sea- 
sons, and  is  by  no  means  devoid  of  other  natural 
features  that  go  to  make  it  a  most  desirable  prop- 
erty, well  adapted  to  all  the  uses  that  might  be 
demanded  from  either  an  agricultural  or  pastoral 
standpoint. 

Prior  to  coming  to  this  State  our  subject  had 
been  living  in  Ohio,  which  was  his  native  State.  He 
was  born  iu  Clarke  County,  on  the  11th  of  October, 
1833,  and  was  two  years  of  age  when  his  father  re- 
moved to  a  farm  in  Logan  County,  where  he  made 
his  home  until  his  death,  which  occurred  when  he 
was  forty-six  years  of  age.  He  was  the  husband 
of  Susan  McManarva,  who,  after  her  husband's 
death,  rejoined  her  sons  by  taking  the  journey  to 
their  Nebraska  home,  but  died  the  same  fall  after 
she  came  out,  which  was  in  1867.  At  the  time  of 
her  demise  she  was  sevent3'-two  years  of  age. 

The  subject  of  our  sketch  was  the  third  child 
born  to  his  parents,  and  until  he  attained  the  estate 
of  manhood  resided  upon  the  old  Logan  County 
farm.  In  that  neighborhood  he  became  acquainted 
with  Miss  Julia  A.  Robert-son,  and  to  her  was  joined 
in  wedlock,  in  Logan  County,  Ohio,  May,  15,  1861, 
This  lady  was  born  in  Virginia,  in  the  year  1835. 
Her  family  had  for  several  generations  been  resi- 
dents of  that  State,  and  had  been  among  its  most 
successful  farmers,  an  occupation  which  her  father 
aho  followed.  She  was  not  twelve  j'ears  of  age 
when  her  parents  removed  to  Logan  County,  where 
she  received  her  education,  and  was  further  pre- 
pared by  her  ipother  for  the  time  when  she  would 
be  called  upon  to  rule  her  own  household. 

As  the  j-ears  have  sped  in  their  courses  the  fruit 
of  this  education  has  been  the  more  apparent  and 
happy.  Her  husband  and  nine  children  have  all  had 
occasion  to  thankfully  acknowledge  the  happy  in- 
fluenceencouragement  and  help  she  has  brought  to 
them.  One  member  of  the  family  has  reached  the 
"  bourne  from  whence  no  traveler  returns;"  this 
was  their  son  David  A.  The  other  children  are  as 
follows:  Minerva  M.,  the  wife  of  P>ancis  Walburn, 
whose  home  is  upon  part  of  Mr.  Cherry's  land  in 
this  township;  William  A.,  who  is  his  father's  assist- 
ant upon  the  farm:  John  D.,  James  C,  Anna  E., 


Thomas  O.,  and  Edward   L.  and   Cliarlcs.  who  are 
twins. 

The  days  of  the  married  life  of  our  subject  and 
his  wife  have  been  spent  in  hard,  continuous  work, 
mutually  assisting  iu  order  that  they  may  together 
enjoy  the  pleasures  of  rest  and  the  enjoyment  of 
their  fortune  and  home.  They  have  been  faithful 
to  the  vows  made,  and  their  home  is  one  of  the 
most  hap|)y  and  pleasant.  It  is  their  pleasure  to 
receive  the  hearty  respect  of  their  fellow-citizens, 
who  recognize  in  them  the  attributes  of  character, 
honor,  loyaltj'  and  rectitude.  Both  are  active  mem- 
bers of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  and  have 
so  continued  from  their  youth.  In  his  political  as- 
pirations and  sentiments  our  subject  is  with  the 
Republican  partj',  and  is  a  recognized  trusty  friend 
of  the  same. 


J  P.  WESLER.  Among  the  wortliy  citizens 
of  Lincoln  Township  who  are  entitled  to  an 
honorable  mention  in  this  collection  of  biog- 
raphies, because  of  loyal  service  in  behalf 
of  the  Union  and  interest  in  the  public  affairs  of  the 
township,  is  the  gentleman  whose  name  we  have  just 
recorded.  For  about  eight  years  he  has  made  his 
home  on  his  farm,  consisting  of  160  acres  on  section 
11,  most  of  which  is  in  a  highly  improved  condi- 
tion. Previous  to  his  residence  on  his  present  farm 
he  liad  lived  for  about  eight  years  in  Beatrice,  where 
he  w.as  engaged  as  a  builder  and  contractor,  being 
a  practical  brickmason  by  tr.ade.  He  erected  some 
of  the  best  buildings  in  the  city  during  the  time  of 
his  residence  there,  but  since  his  removal  he  has 
given  his  attention  solely  to  farming  and  its  ac- 
companying business  of  stock-raising.  He  first 
came  to  this  State  in  1870  and  made  his  home  in 
Brownville,  Nemaha  County,  whence  he  came  here 
and  secure<l  a  homestead  of  160  acres  in  Highland 
Township,  on  which  he  made  manj^  improvements 
and  lived  for  about  five  years  previous  to  his  resi- 
dence in  Beatrice,  since  which  time  he  has  sold  the 
homestead. 

Our  subject  was  born  in  Miami  County,  Ohio,  on 
the  Gth  of  September,  1844,  and  when  he  was  eight 
J'ears  old  the  first  great  sorrow  of  his  life  occurred 
in  the  death  of  his  father,  Elijah  Wesler.  The  latter 
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was  l)orn  in  Lancaster  County,  Pa.,  and  was  of 
American  parentage,  thongh  his  ancestors  were  for- 
merly from  Germany,  and  had  been  for  many  years 
American  citizens,  some  of  the  Wesler  family  hav- 
ing participated  in  the  War  of  1812.  The  father 
was  engaged  in  wagon-making,  which  pursuit  he 
followed  until  the  time  of  his  death;  in  matters  of 
politics  he  bad  all  his  life  been  an  old-line  Whig, 
and  religiously,  his  family  were  connected  with  the 
Baptist  Church.  He  was  married  in  Pennsylvania 
to  the  mother  of  our  subject.  Miss  Mary  R.  Rine- 
walt,  also  of  American  parentage  and  German  an- 
cestry, who  was  born  and  spent  her  early  life  near 
Valley  Forge,  Pa.  Her  family  were  members  of 
the  religious  denomination  known  as  Dunkards,  and 
she  died  at  Tippecanoe,  Ohio,  in  1874,  at  the  age  of 
sixty-six  years.  Our  subject  was  next  to  the  young- 
est of  a  family  of  four  children,  two  sons  and  two 
daughters,  of  whom  we  have  the  following  record : 
Catherine  was  the  wife  of  A.  W.  Miles,  who  was 
the  Postmaster  of  Tippecanoe.  Ohio,  in  which  place 
she  died ;  Sarah  died  when  she  was  about  eighteen 
years  old;  Judson,  the  only  brother  of  our  subject, 
enlisted  in  the  94th  Ohio  Infantrj',  and  was  killed 
at  the  battle  of  Kennesaw  Mountain  on  the  1st  of 
July.  1863,  by  a  gunshot  from  the  enemy.  He 
was  a  good  man  and  soldier,  and  fought  bravely  for 
his  country  before  he  fell. 

Our  subject  remained  in  his  native  county  until 
the  breaking  out  of  the  Rebellion,  when  he  enlisted, 
on  the  8th  of  August,  186-2,  in  the  9-lth  Ohio  In- 
fantry, Company  D,  under  command  of  Capt.  R. 
P.  Hutchins,  with  Col.  Frizell  in  charge  of  the  regi- 
ment. The  latter  was  assigned  to  the  Cumber- 
land Army,  and  the  first  active  engagement  in  which 
it  participated  was  at  Perryville,  Ky.,  the  next  at 
Stone  River,  and  then  at  Chickamauga.  Our  sub- 
ject was  present  in  all  of  the  engagements  of  his 
regiment  during  the  campaign,  .and  was  honorably 
discharged  at  Washington,  D.  C.  after  the  grand 
parole  of  his  regiment,  bis  discharge  dating  May, 
1865.  Fortunately  he  never  was  wounded,  and  was 
able  to  respond  to  the  roll  call  every  time^  discharg- 
ing all  his  duties  in  a  courageous  and  valiant  man- 
ner, and  proving  himself  the  possessor  of  a  loyal 
heart. 

After  he   was  released    from    the   service  of   his 


country  our  subject  returned  to  his  home,  and  in 
1870  he  came  to  Nebraska.  Three  years  later  he 
was  united  in  marriage,  on  the  1 6th  of  November, 
near  Cortland,  this  county,  to  Miss  Anna  Newton, 
who  was  born  in  Cincinnati,  Ohio,  on  the  3d  of 
June,  1857.  Her  parents,  William  and  Jane  (Wil- 
son) Newton,  n-ere  also  natives  of  that  State;  the 
father  was  .accidentally  killed  while  a  member  of 
the  fire  department  of  Cincinnati,  and  the  mother 
still  makes  her  home  in  that  city,  having  married  a 
second  time.  Mrs.  Wesler  was  quite  young  when 
she  went  to  Como,  Whiteside  Co.,  III.,  to  make  her 
home  with  her  paternal  gr.andparents,  and  she  grew 
to  womanhood  under  their  kindly  care,  coming  with 
them  to  Nebraska.  She  is  the  mother  of  six  chil- 
dren, one  of  whom  is  deceased,  and  the  others  all 
living  at  home,  bearing  the  names  of  Mary,  Katie, 
Judson,  Ruth  and  C.  H.  Vanwyke.  Both  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Wesler  attend  the  Mission  Church  in  this  town- 
ship. The  former  has  held  some  of  the  local  offices 
and  is  at  present  the  Assessor  of  the  township.  He 
is  a  Union  Labor  msm  in  politics,  and  is  a  member 
of  the  Brickliiyers'  International  Union.  His  hon- 
orable service  during  the  late  war  entitles  him  to  a 
membership  in  the  G.  A.  R.,  Lodge  No.  35,  of  Bea- 
trice, of  which  he  is  a  charter  member. 
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UlLLIAM  N.  SPARKS.  Among  the  general 
farmers  and  stock-raisers  of  Lincoln  Town- 
^^  ship,  the  subject  of  this  sketch  occupies  a 
leading  position,  being  recognized  as  a  gentleman 
capable  and  intelligent  to  a  high  degree,  and  repre- 
senting a  good  property.  This  is  mostly  in  real 
estate,  embracing  303  acres  of  land  occupying  the 
greater  part  of  section  7,  in  Lincoln  Township.  It 
is  mostly  in  a  productive  condition,  and  the  im- 
provements,' which  evince  the  enterprise  and  in- 
dustry of  the  proprietor,  have  been  elTected  mostly 
by  his  own  perseverance  and  good  judgment. 

Mr.  Sparks  came  to  Nebraska  from  Illinois,  in 
June;  1871.  He  was  born  farther  east,  in  Monroe 
County,  Ind.,  Aug.  11.  1855,  and  is  consequently 
a  young  man.  His  father,  John  Sparks,  a  sketch  of 
whom  appears  elsewhere  in  this  work,  and  whose     i  r 
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tnigiu  dentil  is  remeiiibpreil  b3'  many  of  our  citi- 
zens, was  born  and  reared  on  a  farm  in  North  Caro- 
lina, and  removed  witli  his  parents  to  Indiana, 
wiiere  lie  (leveh)ped  into  manhood.  After  reach- 
ing his  niajoril}'  he  was  united  in  marriage  with 
Miss  Martha  K.  Holder,  a  native  of  liis  own  State, 
and  who  also  became  a  resident  of  Indiana  in  her 
youth.  Her  parents  likewise  settled  in  Monroe 
County,  and  she  lived  with  them  until  her  marriage. 

The  father  of  our  subject  carried  on  farming  in 
Indiana  for  a  number  of  3'ears,  but  after  his  re- 
moval to  Illinois  established  a  flouring-mill  and 
engaged  quite  extensivelj'  as  a  grain  buyer.  He 
flnallj-  became  a  resident  of  Minoniv,  where  oc- 
curred the  death  of  his  wife,  Mrs.  Martha  E. 
Sparks,  in  1869.  By  this  calamity  four  ciiildren  be- 
came motherless,  and  William  K.,  our  subject,  was 
the  elder  of  the  two  sons.  The  other  son  is  a  resi- 
dent of  Gage  Countj-,  and  the  two  daughters  are 
still  living.  John  Sparks  had  up  to  this  time  been 
a  very  successful  business  man,  l)ut  he  now  met 
with  misfortune,  losing  §6,000  within  the  space  of 
a  few  months.  He  finally  disposed  of  his  mill  and 
grain  business,  and  in  the  summer  of  1871  came  to 
Nebraska  and  purchased  a  slightly  improved  farm. 
To  this  he  later  added  more  land,  and  at  the  time 
of  his  death,  Jan.  12,  1888,  posses.sed  the  warrantee 
deed  to  640  acres,  leaving  a  fine  estate  to  his  heirs. 
His  decease  was  attended  with  circumstances  un- 
usually sad,  he  having  been  caught  in  a  snowstorm 
and  perished. 

The  second  wife  of  John  Sparks,  to  whom  he  was 
married  in  the  early  part  of  1871,  was  forracrlj' 
Miss  Martha  A.  lloberson.  a  native  of  North  Caro- 
lina, and  who  is  still  living  on  the  old  homestead  in 
Lincoln  Township.  William  N.,  our  subject,  came 
to  this  county  with  his  father,  and  continued  with 
him  until  his  marriage,  which  occurred  in  Fairbnry, 
Jefferson  Count3',  his  bride  being  Miss  Carrie  G. 
Langworthy,  and  their  wedding  taking  place  Feb. 
1,  1881.  Mrs.  Sparks  is  the  daughter  of  W.  O.  and 
Caroline  (Oldrew)  Langworth)-,  and  a  sketch  of  her 
father  will  be  found  elsewhere  in  this  work.  She 
was  born  in  Peoria,  III..  March  23,  1859,  and  came 
to  Nebraska  with  her  parents  about  187G.  Of  her 
union  with  our  subject  there  have  been  born  three 
'    children — Chester  A.,  Nellie  and  llattic.  Mr.  Sparks, 


like  his  father  before  him,  is  a  stanch  Democrat, 
politically,  and  has  served  as  Justice  of  the  Peace 
as  well  as  Director  and  Treasurer  of  his  school 
district.  He  takes  an  active  interest  in  everything 
pertaining  to  the  progress  and  welfare  of  his  county, 
and  is  destined  to  become  one  of  its  leading  citizens. 


JOSKPH  H.  RAMSEY.  Among  the  charac- 
teristics of  this  most  esteemed  resident  of 
Filley  Township,  is  his  loVe  of  .and  his  pride 
in  his  native  land  and  everything  pertain- 
ing to  the  interests  of  her  people.  While  having 
due  regard  for  the  welfare  of  his  famih'  and  the 
comfort  of  his  home,  his  thoughts  are  much  with 
the  political  situation  and  the  future  pn>spects  of 
the  greatest  Republic  on  earth.  This  spirit  also  ex- 
isted with  him  at  a  time  calling  for  the  exposition 
of  men's  principles,  during  the  dark  and  stormy 
daj's  of  the  Rebellion,  when  with  the  patriot's  zeal 
he  went  forth  to  fight  the  battles  of  freedom  and 
union. 

Mr.  Ramsey  is  descended  from  Old  Dominion 
stock,  his  parents  having  been  born  in  ^'irginia, 
and  the  mother  being  of  the  "  F.  F.  Vs."  The 
father,  Joseph  Ramsey,  first  opened  his  eyes  to  the 
light  near  the  town  of  Abingdon,  about  1803. 
Wlien  a  young  man  he  emigrated  to  lawa,  taking 
up  his  abode  among  the  pioneers  of  Appanoose 
County,  where  he  carried  on  farming  and  probably 
workeil  some  time  at  his  trade  of  millwright.  He 
was  married  in  Abingdon,  Va.,  to  Miss  Jane  IJeriy, 
whose  father,  for  her  marriage  |K)rtion,  gave  her 
her  choice  of  a  family  of  slaves  or  acert.ainamount 
of  money.  Although  born  and  reared  under  the 
teachings  of  the  *•  peculiar  institution."  Mrs.  Ramsey 
was  an  Abolitionist  and  refused  ownership  in  human 
flesh,  taking  without  hesitation  the  money  instead. 
The  parents  of  our  subject  continued  residents 
of  Iowa  until  1870,  and  the  mother  passed  away  at 
her  home  there  in  1868.  Mr.  Ramsey  survived 
his  wife  a  period  of  ten  years,  his  death  taking 
place  in  1878.  Their  fainilj'  consisted  of  eight 
children,  three  sons  and  five  daughters,  six  of  whom 
are  living:  Margaret  is  the  wife  of  Jonathan  Cox,  a 
farmer    of    Davis    County,  Iowa;    Susan    married 
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John  Bailey,  wbo  is  tilling  a  portion  of  the  soil  of 
Hickory  County,  Mo.;  Mary,  Jlrs.  Snell,  lives  in 
Cheyenne  County,  this  State ;  Robert  is  farming  in 
the  vicinity  of  Beaver  City,  Neb.;  Sarah,  Mrs. 
Jack  Evans,  lives  with  her  husband  on  a  farm  in 
Appanoose  County,  Iowa;  Caroline  is  the  wife  of 
John  Flock,  a  farmer  of  Washington  County,  Kan. ; 
Joseph  IL,  our  subject,  was  the  youngest  of  the 
family. 

Mr.  Ramsey  was  born  in  Washington  County, 
Mo.,  Jan.  31,  1843. and  while  yeta  child,  his  father 
removed  to  Appanoose  County,  Iowa,  where  he 
developed  into  manhood  and  remained  until  the 
outbreak  of  the  Rebellion.  His  schooling  began 
at  the  age  of  thirteen  years,  the  country  having  not 
been  sufficiently  settled  before  to  warrant  the  es- 
tablishment of  schools.  He  was  trained  to  habits 
of  industry,  and  as  soon  as  old  enough  began  to 
assist  in  the  labors  of  the  farm.  Although  but 
eighteen  3'ears  old  at  the  opening  of  the  war  he  en- 
listed the  first  year,  Aug.  22,  1861,  and  with  his 
comrades  remained  in  camp  at  Jefferson  Barracks, 
Mo.,  until  January  following.  He  first  saw  active 
fighting  in  the  southwestern  pai-t  of  that  State,  with 
the  Indians  under  rebel  influence,  and  shortly  after- 
ward joined  the  forces  of  Gen.  Curtis,  going  down 
the  W^hite  River  to  its  mouth,  and  skirmishing  all 
along  the  line.  The  next  objective  point  of  this 
division  of  the  army  was  at  Vicksburg,  and  3'oung 
Ramsey  participated  in  the  first  attack  on  the  city, 
then  marched  to  Jackson,  Miss.,  participating  in  the 
battle  there.  Thence  they  went  to  Canton,  and 
from  that  place  they  commenced  the  famous 
thirteen  days  and  nights  march  to  Memphis,  during 
which  they  stopped  one  hour  out  of  the  twenty- 
four  just  before  daybreak  to  eat,  feed  and  rest  their 
exhausted  animals. 

In  the  fall  of  1862,  when  Grant  was  pressing  the 
rebels  at  Helena,  Ark.,  our  subject  was  with  the 
force  that  cut  them  off  from  Holly  Springs,  and 
during  one  night  rode  the  almost  unexampled  dis- 
tance of  seventy-five  miles.  He  was  present  during 
nearly  the  entire  siege  of  Vicksburg,  and  afterward 
at  Memphis  and  Little  Rock.  In  the  vicinity  of 
Little  Rock  they  had  under  guard  200  loads  of 
army  supplies  destined  for  that  place,  and  guarded 
the  outposts   for   a  distance  of   twenty-five  miles 


from  Little  Rock  until  the  spring  of  1  864.  After- 
ward they  went  home  on  a  furlough  of  thirty  days. 

During  his  visit  to  his  old  home  in  Iowa  our  sub- 
ject was  united  in  marriage  with  ]\Iiss  Sarah  J. 
Evans,  the  wedding  taking  place  at  the  home  of  the 
bride,  March  3,  1864,  and  ten  days  later  the  bride 
and  groom  were  separated  by  the  departure  of  the 
latter  for  Memphis,  Tenn.,  where  his  regiment  was 
encamped.  On  the  1st  of  June  following  they  re- 
ceived marching  orders,  but  their  destination  was 
unknown  except  to  those  in  command.  After 
reaching  Ripley,  Miss.,  the  company  of  Mr.  Ramsey, 
with  another,  was  sent  to  collect  forage  for  the 
horses,  and  ran  into  a  rebel  battery.  Upon  the 
alarm  being  given  orders  were  issued  to  prepare 
for  an  early  mount  the  following  morning.  Nine 
days  had  elapsed  since  they  left  Memphis.  On  the 
10th  of  June  they  took  up  their  line  of  march  at 
noon.  Meantime  the  rebel  General,  Forrest,  had 
gathered  with  his  forces  at  Brice's  Cross  Roads, 
Miss.,  and  a  desperate  battle  was  now  fought  and 
lost  to  the  Union  cause.  While  protecting  their 
supplies.  Company  I,  our  subject's  company,  was 
captured.  While  surrounded  by  the  rebels  Mr. 
Ramsey  and  his  comrades  made  a  dash  for  liberty, 
putting  spurs  to  their  horses  and  breaking  for  the 
woods.  Being  unable  to  cross  the  streams  with 
their  animals  they  turned  them  loose,  and  throwing 
away  their  carbines,  traveled  four  nights  and  slept 
days.  When  near  White  Station,  Tenn.,  Mr.  Ram- 
sey, with  twenty-four  men,  was  captured  by  the 
rebels  and  sent  to  Andersonville,  where  he  was 
confined  until  the  fall  of  Atlanta. 

At  Andersonville  our  subject  endured  all  the 
horrors  and  sufferings  which  have  given  that  rebel 
stronghold  its  infamous  place  in  history.  Foul  and 
insufficient  food  and  water,  exposure  .ind  suffering, 
formed  the  daily  record,  and  swept  off  hundreds  of 
the  Union  soldiers,  whose  fate  could  only  be  guessed 
at  by  their  friends.  After  the  capture  of  Atlanta, 
Mr.  Ramsey  and  others  were  transferred  to  Florence, 
in  the  northern  part  of  South  Carolina,  where  they 
were  subjected  to  no  less  hardship  than  before.  On 
the  31st  of  January,  1865,  the  twenty-second  birth- 
day of  Mr.  Ramsey,  he  was  delirious  from  the 
suffering  of  hunger  and  thirst,  remaining  so  for  a 
period  of  fifteen   days,   when,  with  others,  he    was 
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taken  to  GoWs-boro,  N.  C,  and  kept  under  guard 
until  Felnuary  26,  when  tliey  were  excliangeil. 
Mr.  Ramsey  was  carried  to  the  hospital  at  Wil- 
mington, 8.  C,  by  a  coravade,  and  although  weak- 
and  emaciated  he  still  had  strength  to  realize  the 
bliss  of  freedom,  and  felt  that  he  had  esca()ed,  as  it 
were,  from  the  inferno  to  Paradise. 

On  the  22d  of  August,  1865,  oursubject  received 
his  honorable  discharge  and  returned  to  his  bride 
.and  friends  in  Appanoose  County,  Iowa.  There 
he  rented  a  farm  for  two  j'ears,  then  changed  his 
residence  to  T.aylor  County,  that  State,  where  he 
carried  on  agriculture  for  a  period  of  twelve  years. 
In  March,  1880,  he  came  to  this  county,  locating 
in  Filley  Township,  and  the  following  June  pur- 
chased 160  acres  of  land  on  section  34.  This  was 
wild  prairie,  and  the  family  lived  in  their  wagon 
until  Mr.  R.  could  erect  a  siianty.  This  latter  was 
12x20  feet  in  dimensions,  and  they  occupied  it 
until  in  the  fall,  when  Mr.  Ramsey  put  up  a  frame 
house.  His  was  the  common  lot  of  the  settler  in  a 
new  countr3-,  the  contest  with  an  uncultivated  soil, 
the  distant  market,  and  all  the  other  inconveniences 
attendant  upon  pioneer  I'fe. 

There  has  been,  however,  a  wonderful  trans- 
formation upon  the  farm  of  Mr.  Ramsey,  who  has 
now  one  of  the  most  fertile  tr.acts  of  land  in  Filley 
Township.  In  addition  to  general  agriculture  he 
has  operated  successfully  as  a  stock  raiser  and 
feeder,  shipping  numbers  of  cattle  and  hogs  to  the 
market.  While  mindful  of  the  welfare  of  his 
family  and  his  home  interests,  no  man  has  taken 
more  satisfaction  in  witnessing  tlie  development  of 
this  county,  and  none  have  evinced  in  a  greater 
measure  the  true  principles  of  the  public-spirited 
citizen.  He  cast  his  first  Presidential  vote  for 
Grant,  and  has  always  been  an  ardent  supi)orter  of 
Republican  principles.  He  holds  membership  in 
the  G.  A.  R.,  belonging  to  the  lodge  at  Beatrice, 
and  is  also  identified  with  the  A.  F.  &  A.  M. 

Mrs.  Ramsey  was  the  second  child  of  Jesse  and 
Mar}'  (Ferguson)  Evans,  whose  famil}-  included 
two  sons  and  five  daughters,  all  of  whom  are  living: 
Rachel  is  the  wife  of  Hammond  Ellis,  a  farmer  of 
York  County,  this  .State;  John  is  farming  in  Appa- 
noose County.  Iowa:  Elizabeth  is  the  wife  of  Jesse 
Paj'ne,  of  York,  Neb. ;  Margaret.  Mrs.   Stewart,  is 


also  living  in  York  County;  Edward  E.  is  farming 
in  Hamilton  County,  as  is  also  John  Cain,  the  hus- 
band of  Mary.  The  parents  were  natives  of  Penn- 
sylvania, where  the}'  lived  until  IH-IS,  when  they 
emigrated  to  Appanoose  Countj',  Iowa.  Mr.  Fivans 
was  born  about  1818,  and  is  now  living  in  Hamil- 
ton County,  this  State;  the  mother  died  in  18.'>8. 

To  our  subject  and  his  wife  there  have  been  born 
five  children — Frank  S.,  Minnie,  Merrill,  Ralph  and 
Roy.  The  eldest  is  twenty-two  years  of  age,  and 
the  youngest  one  year.  Tliey  form  an  interesting 
and  intelligent  group,  giving  promise  of  becoming 
useful  and  reliable  members  of  society.  The  family 
is  widely  and  favorably  known  throughout  this  sec- 
tion, and  Mr.  Ramsey  is  one  of  the  most  popular 
men  in  this  part  of  Gage  County. 

(i^^HOMAS  J.  SMITH.  There  is  more  truth 
ff^^  than  fiction  in  the  old  .ad.age  which  declares 
^^^  that  "Truth  is  the  medium  line  between  two 
extremes."  The  same  principle  is  true  in  regard 
to  the  innate  qualities  or  forces  in  the  mental  sphere; 
selfishness,  unless  it  run  to  the  extremes,  is  an  essen- 
tial quality  in  every  life,  though  it  ma}'  be  above 
or  below  par,  and  become  a  life-embittering  force; 
pride  is  another  of  such  attributes;  it  may  go  to 
the  extreme  which  produces  the  overbearing  and 
tyrannical,  ortlie  coxcomb  and  fop,  in  the  one  case 
a  source  of  dread,  in  the  other  of  contemptuous 
amusement.  A  man  without  pride  is  also  without 
self-respect  or  ambition.  If  there  is  any  one  case' 
where  pride  is  justifiable,  it  is  that  where  a  man  with 
these  latter  qualities,  self-respect  and  ambition,  has 
overcome  those  things  which  are  opposed  to  his 
success,  and  won  in  spite  of  all  a  home  for  himself 
and  those  who  are  the  nearest  and  dearest  integral 
parts  of  his  life  and  happiness.  The  present  sketch 
is  intended  to  present  succinctly  the  more  promi- 
nent points  in  the  life  of  such  an  one. 

Our  subject  is  a  native  of  East  Tennessee,  and 
was  born  in  that  State.  .June  29,  1848.  When  he  was 
about  three  years  of  age  his  parents  went  to  Mc- 
Donough  County,  111.  There  he  was  reared  and 
received  what  education  couhl  be  obtained  in  the 
district   schools  of  that  d.ay.     His  father    was  by 
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occupation  a  fanner,  and  from  his  youth  Mr.  Smith 
has  beon  familiar  with  all  the  various  i)hascs  of 
that  life.  It  was  the  great  affliction  of  our  subject, 
and  tlie  calamity  of  his  life,  that  in  the  years  of 
childhood  his  mother  was  removed  from  him  by 
death,  and  because  no  one  could  possibly  have  for 
him  maternal  affection,  no  one  could  be  to  him  a 
mother. 

The  parents  of  our  subject  were  natives  of  Ten- 
nessee. His  father  was  P>lijah  Smith,  who  was  born 
July  25,  1815,  and  became  the  husband  of  Eliza 
Collier,  who  was  born  Sept.  21-,  1818,  and  died  Aug. 
31,  1842.  On  the  4th  of  April,  1844,  he  married 
Mary  Winton,  the  mother  of  our  subject;  she  was 
born  Nov.  21,  1816.  After  an  exceptionally  happy 
wedded  life  of  about  nine  years  Mr.  Smith  was  left 
with  five  children,  of  whom  our  subject  was  the 
fourth. 

While  quite  a  young  man  our  subject  came  to 
Nebraska,  and  in  the  year  1871  located  upon  the 
farm  where  he  now  lives.  It  was  not,  however,  at 
that  time  in  any  wise  different  from  the  miles  of 
broad  prairie  by  which  it  was  surrounded.  The 
deer  and  antelope  grazed  there,  the  wolf  prowled  in 
search  of  his  prej%  and  the  cayote  raised  his  voice 
in  dismal  howling  with  a  serene  contempt  for  the 
pioneer  who  had  intruded  upon  his  domain.  But, 
nothing  daunted  by  these  or  loss  distinguished  pre- 
vious occupants,  our  subject  set  to  work  to  build 
his  house,  break  and  improve  the  eighty  acres  which 
constituted  his  claim,  and  he  may  well  be  allowed  a 
laudable  pride  in  the  good  results  obtained.  Not 
only  has  he  a  very  pleasant  and  comfortable  farm 
dwelling,  and  in  addition  the  usual  barn  and  other 
out-buildings,  but  possesses  to-day  a  highly  culti- 
vated, well-tilled,  fertile  farm,  an  extensive  and 
flourishing  orchard,  besides  a  fine  collection  of  shade 
and  forest  trees.  In  addition  to  this  property  upon 
section  9,  Sicily  Township,  he  is  the  owner  of  ten 
acres  in  the  southern  part  of  section  16,  which  is 
covered  with  a  heavy  growth  of  choice  timber. 

Mr.  Smith  was  married,  on  the  2d  day  of  July, 
1874,  to  Miss  Clara  Bell,  a  lady  in  every  way  fitted 
to  advance  those  interests  which  by  that  act  she 
made  her  own.  She  is  the  daughter  of  John  J.  and 
Elizabeth  (Kelly)  Bell,  who  were  natives  of  Ohio. 
Their  daughter  was  born  at  Nevada,  Ohio,  on  the 
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28th  of  Jlarch,  1857.  The  family  circle  of  our  sub- 
ject includes  four  children,  whose  names  are  as 
follows:  Retta,  Alfredda,  William  A.  and  Maude. 
Both  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Smith  are  members  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  and  it  is  their  con- 
stant endeavor  that  this  should  be  something  more 
than  in  mere  name,  and  as  their  endeavor  is  largely 
successful  in  the  adornment  of  their  profession  with 
a  consistency  in  everyday  affairs,  they  are  propor- 
tionatelj' esteemed  in  that  communion.  In  political 
matters  our  subject  is  an  affiliate  of  the  Republican 
party,  but  is  somewhat  inclined  to  withdraw  himself 
from  the  heat  and  excitement  of  political  affairs,  and 
votes  more  with  reference  to  the  requirements  of 
the  people  as  he  understands  them,  than  the  party 
to  which  the  candidate  belonsfs. 


\I^_^  ARLEY  J.  SHAW.  When  we  hear  the  name 
lf)V  of  a  famous  General  or  titled  soldier  our 
!^^^  thoughts  instantly  revert  to  the  inspiring 
(^  scenes  of  the  particular  battle-field  in  which 
he  so  distinguished  himself  as  a  commander;  but  the 
honorable  title  expresses  still  more  than  the  military 
prowess  and  skill  of  the  bearer;  it  is  a  still  broader 
term,  and  includes  the  loyal  devotion  and  dauntless 
courage  of  thousands  of  brave  men,  without  whose 
daring  deeds  the  title  could  never  have  been  won. 
A  General  may  possess  military  genius,  but  if  his 
commands  do  not  fall  on  the  ears  of  tried  and  true 
men,  men  of  intrepid  daring  and  unconquerable 
zeal,  of  devotion  to  cause  and  utter  disregard  of 
self,  then  his  genius  avails  him  naught.  One  of  the 
bravest  of  brave  soldiers  who  helped  to  maintain 
the  honor  of  our  famous  Generals  during  the  late 
Civil  War,  and  forever  placed  a  grateful  country 
under  obligations  to  him  because  of  his  zeal  in  her 
behalf,  is  the  gentleman  in  whose  honor  we  write 
this  sketch,  and  not  only  has  he  distinguished  him- 
self by  his  honorable  and  ardent  war  career,  but  he 
has  proved  himself  in  every  sense  a  noble,  patriotic, 
industrious,  intelligent  and  progressive  citizen, 
whose  name  deserves  to  be  handed  down  in  history. 
Our  subject  is  now  residing  on  the  southeast 
quarter  of  section  19,  Rockford  Township,  where 
he  is  engaged  in  farming  on   160  acres.     His  par- 
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ents,  Samuel  an<l  Lydia  (Reiiulds)  Sliaw.  were  born 
in  Onondaga  Coiiiit3\  N.  Y.  Both  the  paternal 
and  maternal  grandfathers  of  our  subject  distin- 
guished themselves  as  soldiers,  the  former  in  the 
War  of  1812,  and  the  latter.  Col.  Renulds,  in  the 
Revolutionari'  War  with  Gen.  Washington.  lie  had 
a  wonderful  vitalit}'  and  lived  to  be  one  hundred  and 
fourj-earsold.  Tbeparentsof  our  subject  were  mar- 
ried in  their  native  county,  where  the  fatlier  was 
engaged  in  the  occupation  of  milling,  and  he  after- 
ward removed  to  Wisconsin,  making  his  home  at 
different  times  in  Waupaca,  Green  Hay  and  Ste- 
vens Point.  The  father  is  sixty-eiglit  years  old, 
and  the  mother  sixty -three  jears  old ;  they  make 
their  home  with  our  subject  and  his  brother,  Frank 
Shaw.  There  were  five  children  in  their  family, 
who  were  named  Uarlcy  J.,  Frank  B.,  James  Sam- 
uel (deceased ),  nn  infant  daughter  and  Adolplius 
Samuel. 

Our  subject,  the  eldest  son,  was  born  in  Onon- 
daga County,  N.  Y.,  on  the  25th  of  December, 
1841,  and  was  three  years  old  when  his  father  re- 
moved to  Wisconsin.  After  residing  in  that  State 
for  five  or  six  years  the  family  returned  to  their  na- 
tive State,  and  in  the  cummon  schools  of  Navarino, 
Onondaga  County,  our  subject  received  his  edu- 
cation and  imbibed  the  precepts  which  have  since 
controlled  his  actions.  He  remained  in  his  native 
county  until  the  breaking  out  of  the  war,  when  he 
enlisted  in  the  army,  in  January,  18G2.  at.Syracuse. 
He  was  mustered  into  service  at  Palace  Garden, 
New  York  City,  and  started  for  Washington  under 
command  of  Capt.  Jennings,  Battery  F,  3d  New 
York  Light  Artillery.  The}'  were  engaged  with  the 
heavy  artillery  at  Ft.  Corcoran,  and  when  their 
guns  came  they  departed  to  the  scenes  of  Bull  Run, 
where  they  fought  under  Gen.  McClellan.  Among 
the  many  engagements  in  which  our  subject  par- 
ticipated with  much  ardor  we  mention  the  expedi- 
tion of  Gen.  Burnside  to  New  Berne,  N.  C. ;  at 
Kingston,  where  he  had  his  horse  shot  from  under 
him  with  two  balls,  and  sustained  a  desperate 
charge,  being  at  the  first  gun  which  held  the  bridge; 
at  Whitehall,  Goldsboro,  Little  Washington  (the 
latter  including  two  engagements),  and  at  Plymouth 
he  distinguished  himself  and  gave  proof  of  his 
dauntless  spirit.    Then,  under  Foster's  command  he 


was  detailed  as  a  sailor,  and  started  for  Hilton  Head, 
S.  C,  where  they  ran  by  old  "Ironsides."  He  was 
under  Gilmore  at  the  siege  of  Charleston,  where  he 
was  under  fire  for  three  months,  and  was  also  at 
Wagner,  Gregg,  James  Island,  Jacksonville,  Fla., 
and  Savannah.  At  the  last-name<l  place  his  term  of 
enlistment  expired,  but  he  continued  in  the  service 
through  the  engagements  at  Honey  Hill,  Ft.  Telego 
and  Seabrook  Island. 

In  the  many  encounters  in  which  our  subject 
met  the  enemy  he  escaped  without  even  a  wound, 
and  w.as  never  sick  or  absent  from  a  battle,  or 
failed  to  respond  at  roll  call,  a  Divine  Providence 
seeming  to  have  charge  of  his  life.  He  was  mus- 
tered out  of  service  at  Hilton  Head,  S.  C,  and 
honorably  dischargeil  there  on  the  1  4th  of  March, 
1865.  He  then  returned  to  his  native  county,  aiul 
remained  with  his  friends  until  the  fall  of  the  same 
year,  when  he  came  to  Nebraska,  and  took  up  his 
residence  in  Otoe  in  November,  18G5.  In  the  fol- 
lowing winter  (18G5-GC)  in  company  with  his  father 
he  took  charge  of  the  Otoe  grist  and  saw  mill, 
and  that  winter  will  always  be  remembered  as  the 
one  in  which  he  cast  the  first  vote  for  the  adoption 
of  the  SUite  Constitution. 

In  the  spring  of  18CG  our  subject  took  up  a  home- 
stead claim  of  160  acres  in  Rockford  Township,  on 
which  he  still  makes  his  home.  In  the  fall  of  1867 
he  married  Miss  F'lora  Andrews,  and  by  that  mar- 
riage he  became  the  father  of  five  children,  named 
Lovilla  L.,  Corey  A.  (accidentally  shot  in  1887), 
Addie  E.,  Miles  S.,  Eleanora,  and  Ralph,  who  died 
when  one  year  old.  The  mother  of  these  children 
died  in  1884  at  the  .age  of  thirt3--three  years.  Our 
subject  married  a  second  time,  on  the  17th  of  April, 
1886.  Miss  Mary  L.  Berry,  a  daughter  of  William 
and  Eliza  Berry.  Mrs.  Shaw  was  born  in  Iowa  in 
1867,  and  when  a  little  girl  she  moved  with  her 
parents  to  Kansas  and  there  grew  to  womanhood, 
coming  to  Nebraska  in  1886.  She  has  one  son, 
named  Clementine. 

Besides  being  engaged  in  milling,  our  subject  for 
a  time  carried  on  a  freighting  business  to  and  from 
St.  Joseph,  Beatrice  and  Lincoln.  In  various  wa^'s 
and  for  many  years  has  he  been  connected  with  the 
public  institutions,  and  is  a  ])roniotcr  of  the  public 
welfare  in  this  county,  having  been  instrumental  in 
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organizing  the  county  into  townsliips ;  organized  Dis- 
trict No.  1331)yclivi(lingiip  District  No.  19  in  1888. 
For  ten  years  he  has  been  School  Director,  and  for 
two  terms  has  served  as  Assessor.  He  is  a  member 
of  Rawlins  Post,  G.  A.  R.,  of  Beatrice,  and  being 
an  ardent  Republican  he  was  sent  .as  a  delegate  to 
the  Republican  County  Conventions  in  1880,  1882 
and  1884.  In  the  judiciary  courts  he  has  served 
on  the  Petit  Jury,  and  his  name  is  everywhere 
mentioned  in  terms  of  the  highest  respect  and  praise. 
Both  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Sliaw  are  influential  members  of 
the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  at  Holmesville.  Mr. 
Shaw  is  now  in  the  prime  of  life,  and  will  doubtless 
enjoy  many  years  of  happiness  and  the  full  fruition  of 
his  early  labors,  but  his  name  will  never  be  forgot- 
ten nor  will  his  noble  and  exemplary  life  record  be 
erased  from  the  pages  of  the  history  of  the  State  in 
whose  behalf  he  has  done  so  much. 


^W,  UGUST  WARDEL.     There  are  few  more 
(@/u|     worthy  representatives  of  the  German  Era- 
11  111    pire   than  our  subject,  who  is  the  owner  of 
^J  a  beautifully  kept  and  well-cultivated  farm 

of  320  acres,  situated  on  section  24  of  Grant  Town- 
ship, of  which  he  is  a  prominent  citizen.  The  farm 
is  watered  by  the  Snake  Creek,  which  makes  it  most 
valuable  as  a  stock  farm,  since  even  in  dry  seasons 
there  is  a  sufficiency  for  the  cattle.  The  property 
has  been  in  his  possession  since  1875,  and  he  has 
since  spared  neither  time,  trouble  nor  expense  in 
order  to  bring  it  to  a  well-nigh  perfect  state  of 
agricultural  efficiency,  and  to  supply  it  with  the 
divers  necessities  and  conveniences  in  daily  requi- 
sition upon  a  stock  ranch.  His  farm  buildings  are 
unusually  fine,  being  substantially  built,  commodi- 
ous, and  in  arrangement  convenient. 

Previous  to  removal  to  this  county  our  subject 
was  a  resident  of  Logan  CounJyj'llL,  where  lie 
made  his  home  in  Lincoln  for  about  four  years, 
having  an  interest  in  the  furniture  and  hardware 
business.  He  came  to  the  United  States  in  1871, 
and  located  at  Lincoln,  being  about  twent3'-nine 
_years  of  age  at  that  time.  Previous  to  coming  to 
this  country  he  had  been  a  resident  of  the  city  of 
Berlin,  Gcrmanj-,  for  about  eleven  years,  and  was 


tliere  eng.iged  in  piano  building.  The  place  of  his 
birth  was  the  city  of  Kiel-Raisdarf,  in  Sleswick- 
Holstein.  This  interesting  event  occurred  on  the 
19th  of  January,  1842.  In  this  place  our  subject 
was  brought  up,  educated,  and  learned  the  trade  of 
furniture-making,  after  which  he  continued  to  work 
four  years  as  a  journeyman  cabinet-maker,  and 
after  spending  three  years  in  various  parts  of  the 
Fatherland  repaired  to  Berlin,  as  above  noted.  He 
was  a  skilled  workman,  but  his  health  failed  him, 
and  was  the  immediate  cause  of  his  seeking  another 
climate  and  of  his  coming  to  the  United  States. 
His  quest  of  health  has  not  been  fruitless,  for  he 
has  gained  this  in  a  remarkable  degree. 

While  residing  in  Berlin  our  subject  became  the 
husband  of  Carlena  Bree,  in  the  year  1866.  This 
lady  was  born  in  Werbelin.  on  the  16th  of  Decem- 
ber, 1843,  and  is  a  descendant  of  a  good  old  Ger- 
man family.  Both  herself  and  husband  are  well 
educated  in  their  native  tongue,  and  it  only  required 
that  they  should  become  conversant  with  the  En- 
glish language  in  order  to  utilize  it  in  this  country. 
They  are  the  happy  parents  of  one  son  and  four 
daughters,  to  whom  they  have  given  the  following 
names:  William,  Anna,  Clara,  Lizzie  and  Berta. 
Our  subject  and  wife  are  both  members  of  the 
Lutheran  Church,  in  which  faith  they  were  reared. 
In  his  political  sympathies  our  subject  is  Demo- 
cratic. He  takes  great  pleasure  in  studying  the 
v.'irious  issues  before  the  nation,  and  his  former 
patriotic  sentiments  in  nowise  interfere  with  his 
loyalty  to  the  Republic.  He  has  sought  to  make 
himself  thoroughly  well  acquainted  with  the  insti- 
tutions and  government  of  this  country,  and  ap- 
preciates them  to  the  fullest  possible  extent,  and  is 
in  fact  in  every  vva3'  worthy  of  mention  as  a  repre- 
sentative German-American  citizen. 


EDWARD  BARTLETT,  of  Blakely  Town- 
ship, has  been  well  known  among  the  people 
?  of  this  county  for  a  period  of  nearly  twenty 
years,  having  come  to  this  localit3'  in  the  winter  of 
1869.  He  has  the  greater  portion  of  his  life  been 
engaged  in  farming  pursuits,  and  has  been  success- 
ful in  his  libors.      As  a  pioneer  of  Southern  Nc- 
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braskn,  coming  licie  (hiring  tiic  days  of  its  early 
settlement,  he  has  been  the  privileged  witness  of 
the  manj'  changes  which  have  passed  over  the  face 
of  the  coiintrj',  and  in  its  growth  and  prosperity 
has  borne  no  unimportant  part. 

Mr.  Bartlett.  soon  after  striking  the  soil  of  Gage 
Count}',  concluded  there  were  few  better  places  to 
locate,  and  secured  a  tract  of  lanil  which  had  been 
homesteaded  by  another  part}-,  who  had  retired  in 
disgust  from  the  undertaking  of  becoming  a  per- 
manent resident  of  the  then  Territory  of  Nebraska. 
This  tract  embraced  160  acres  on  section  33  of 
Blakely  Township,  and  was  in  its  primitive  condi- 
tion. Onr  subject  began  the  cultivation  of  the  soil 
in  a  modest  way,  in  keeping  with  his  means  and 
facilities,  and,  by  a  course  of  study  and  economy, 
in  the  course  of  time  began  to  realize  the  result  of 
his  labors.  What  had  seemed  a  barren  waste  be- 
gan to  respond  to  the  hand  of  the  husbandman,  and 
in  due  season  Mr.  Bartlett  found  himself  on  the 
road  to  i)rosperity,  with  capital  for  making  the 
necessary  improvements.  Gradually  there  arose 
the  farm  buildings  which  the  traveler  observes  with 
interest  to-day,  together  with  the  machinery  for  the 
prosecution  of  agriculture  after  modern  methods. 
A  goodlj'  assortment  of  live  stock  began  to  grow 
up,  together  with  fruit  and  shade  trees  planted  by 
the  hand  of  the  proprietor,  so  that  now  the  well- 
appointed  country  estate  not  only  appears  as  a 
credit  to  its  owner,  but  is  a  credit  likewise  to  the 
township  and  county. 

When  we  consider  that  Mr.  Bartlett  built  up  his 
little  fortune  from  the  foundation,  coming  here 
poor  in  i)urse  and  without  other  resources  than  his 
own  indomitable  will  and  persevering  industry,  it 
will  be  granted  that  he  has  accomplished  much 
where  manj-  a  man  would  have  failed.  A  native 
of  Wiltshire,  England,  he  is  of  that  stanch,  substan- 
tial ancestry  which  has  ever  been  noted  for  its  reli.i- 
ble  qualities  of  citizenship.  He  was  born  Feb.  7, 
1848,  and  is  the  son  of  Henry  Bartlett,  who  was  a 
weaver  by  trade,  and  worked  in  the  woolen  mills 
of  his  native  town  several  years  before  coming  to 
this  country.  He  made  two  visits  to  the  United 
States  before  settling  permanently,  and  is  now  set- 
tled on  a  good  farm  near  the  town  of  Pickrell.  this 
county,  living  with  his  fourth  wife,  a  German  lady. 


The  mctther  of  our  subject  was  in  her  girlhood 
Miss  Elizabeth  Whatley,  and  departed  this  life  in 
her  native  England,  when  her  son,  our  subject,  was 
less  than  a  year  old.  The  latter  lived  with  his  fa- 
ther and  step-mother  until  after  reaching  his  mnjor- 
it3'.  coming  with  them  to  the  United  .States  and 
assisting  them  in  the  maintenance  of  the  family. 
The}'  lamled  in  Beatrice,  this  county,  on  the  Gth  of 
December,  18G9,  and  soon  afterward  located  on  a 
farm  in  Blakely  Township  among  its  earliest  pio- 
neers. When  ready  to  establish  domestic  ties  of  his 
own  Mr.  Edward  Bartlett  was  united  in  marriage 
with  Miss  Martha,  daughter  of  Isaac  and  Isabella 
Lamb,  the  wedding  tfiking  place  at  the  home  of  the 
bride  in  Bl.akely  Township,  .luly  16,  1873.  Mrs. 
Bartlett  was  born  in  Marion  County,  Iowa,  Dec.  6, 
1855,  and  was  a  young  girl  when  her  parents  came 
to  Nebraska.  The  latter  were  natives  of  Ohio,  and 
are  now  residents  of  Blakely  Township.  Mrs.  B. 
received  a  common-school  education  and  remained 
under  the  home  roof  until  her  marriage.  Of  her 
union  with  our  subject  there  have  been  born  eight 
children,  one  of  whom,  Elizabeth,  died  when  nine 
months  olil.  Those  living  are  Charlotte,  Henry, 
Emma,  Arthur,  Anna,  William  and  Isabella.  They 
form  a  promising  family  group,  and  will  be  given 
the  advantages  suited  t(}  their  station  in  life.  Mr. 
Bartlett  takes  a  lively  interest  in  educational  mat- 
ters and  is  the  friend  of  progress  generally.  Polit- 
ically, he  gives  his  support  to  the  Democratic  party. 

— ^^-^ V- 


(^^HOMAS  P.  TEAGARDEN  is  a  prosperous 
f/^^s  young  farmer  residing  on  section  36.  Elm 
^^^  Township.  His  father,  George  W.  Teajrar- 
den,  was  born  in  Virginia  in  1H2C,  and  his  mother, 
Maria  (Pees)  Tejigarden,  was  born  in  Ohio  in  1831. 
The  father  was  a  blacksmith  by  trade,  and  was 
engaged  in  business  in  Washington,  Pa.,  in  which 
place  he  married.  In  1802  he  enlisted  in  the  2d 
Corps,  Company  1),  140th  Pennsylvania  Infantry, 
and  in  the  time  of  his  service  he  was  engaged  for 
thirteen  months  as  the  army  blacksmith,  serving 
the  remainder  of  the  time  in  the  ranks  as  a  loyal 
soldier. 

During  one  of  the  engagements  the  father  of  our 
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subject  was  shot  in  the  forehead,  but  the  bullet 
glanced  to  one  side  and  the  wound  did  not  prove 
fatal,  though  he  was  incapacitated  for  service  for  a 
few  months  and  suffered  extreme  pain.  He  was 
mustered  out  in  April,  1865,  and  upon  his  release 
from  the  service  of  the  country  he  went  to  Pros- 
perity, Pa.,  where  he  remained  for  two  years,  and 
then  removed  to  Marshall  County,  111.  Thence  he 
went  to  Livingston  County,  and  again  changed  his 
residence,  to  Bureau  County,  in  which  place  both 
father  and  mother  are  now  living.  He  is  engaged 
in  the  vocation  of  his  earlier  days,  and  is  also  sell- 
ing machinery.  There  were  nine  children  in  their 
family,  our  subject  being  the  second. 

Mr.  Teagarden  was  born  in  AVashington,  Pa.,  on 
the  30th  of  April,  1854,  and  he  remained  at  home 
until  he  reached  the  age  of  twentj' -three  years.  He 
received  a  good  common-school  education,  and 
after  his  school  days  were  over  he  farmed  for  a 
period  of  two  years  in  Livingston  County,  111., 
and  again  for  two  years  in  Bureau  County.  He 
then  moved  to  Jolinson  County,  this  State,  where 
he  remained  for  one  year,  and  in  1884  he  came  to 
this  county  and  bought  eighty  acres  of  land  in  Elm 
Township,  on  which  he  makes  his  home.  He  lias 
made  all  the  improvements  except  the  building  of 
the  house,  and  his  farm  presents  a  very  attractive 
appearance. 

On  the  ■24th  of  December,  1878,  while  he  was 
living  in  Illinois,  our  subject  was  married  to  Miss 
Clara  Carse,  who  was  born  in  Bureau  Count}',  on 
the  12th  of  February,  1854.  Slie  is  a  daughter  of 
Andrew  and  Cornelia  (Anthony)  Carse,  both  of 
whom  were  born  in  Ohio,  and  at  present  reside  in 
Livingston  County,  111.  They  had  a  family  of 
nine  children,  of  whom  the  wife  of  our  subject  is 
the  third  child.  She  received  a  thorough  educa- 
tion, and  took  a  course  of  instruction  in  the  State 
Normal,  at  Normal,  111.,  and  was  thus  well  fitted  to 
engage  in  the  profession  of  teaching.  In  that 
capacity  she  was  occupied  for  eigiit  years  previous 
to  her  marriage,  and  her  intelligence  and  ladylike 
manners  insured  her  eminent  success  in  the  noblest 
of  vocations.  She  is  as  admirable  a  wife  and 
mother  as  she  was  exemplary  as  a  schoolmistress. 

To  our  subject  and  his  wife  there  have  been 
given  four  children — Frank  S.,  George  Roy,  Maude, 
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and  a  babe  unnamed.  Both  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Teagar- 
den are  much  interested  in  educational  matters,  the 
former  having  held  the  office  of  School  Director  for 
three  years,  and  in  everj^  way  they  lend  their  sup- 
port to  the  measures  by  which  the  highest  enlight- 
enment of  the  community  can  be  secured.  Our 
subject  is  a  strong  Prohibitionist,  and  is  prominent 
among  active  and  public-spirited  men. 

^ #-.# J- 


^^,  MBROSE  STRAWDER  carries  on  an  exten- 
v@/lJI     sive  and  prosperous  business  as  farmer  and 
jlj  *    stock-raiser  on  section  28,  Hooker  Town- 
^1  ship,   and   is    widely    known  as  a   man  of 

great  business  ability  and  unimpeachable  character. 
He  is  a  son  of  Isaac  and  Lucinda  (Wimer)  Straw- 
der,  who  were  both  natives  of  Virginia,  and  lived 
in  their  native  State  for  a  time  after  their  marriage. 
Grandfather  Wimer  participated  as  a  brave  soldier 
in  the  War  of  1812,  and  lived  to  the  extreme  old 
age  of  one  hundred  and  two  years,  while  Grandfather 
Strawder  attained  the  age  of  ninety-six  j'ears.  The 
father  of  our  subject  was  engaged  in  farming  in  Vir- 
ginia until  1865,  when  he  moved  to  Kansas,  but  he 
did  not  long  survive  in  his  new  home,  departing  this 
life  soon  after  his  removal  to  that  State,  at  the  age 
of  fifty-two  years.  The  mother  is  sixty-four  years 
old,  and  still  lives  at  her  home  near  Lincoln,  having 
cared  for  a  family  of  six  children,  namely :  Am- 
brose, William  T.,  Isaac  N.,  Philip  A.,  Solomon  G. 
and  Sarah  C. 

Our  subject  was  born  on  the  30th  of  October, 
1852,  near  Franklin,  Va.,  and  spent  his  early  days 
on  his  father's  plantation.  The  educational  facili- 
ties were  much  limited,  and  the  only  schools  which 
he  attended  were  the  "  rate  schools, "  in  which  he 
gained  a  thorough  acquaintance  with  the  element- 
ary branches  of  learning.  He  remained  at  home 
until  he  was  twenty-four  years  old,  and  then  he 
came  to  Nebraska,  stopping  in  Cass  County,  where 
he  worked  on  a  farm  near  Plattsmouth  for  two 
years  and  then  rented  a  farm  in  Otoe  County.  In 
the  following  year  of  1880,  he  was  married  to  Miss 
Sarah  E.  Miles,  a  daughter  of  A.  C.  and  Eliza 
(Lockwood)  Miles. 

Mrs.  Strawder   w.as  born  on  the   20tli   of   May, 
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1863.  in  Missouri,  and  wns  a  yonng  girl  when  she 
was  brought  to  Nebraska  during  liie  time  of  the 
war.  8Iie  has  received  a  very  good  common- school 
education,  and  possesses  many  charms  as  a  lady  of 
education  and  reflneraent.  For  one  year  after  their 
marriage  our  subject  and  his  wife  remained  on  a 
farm  in  Otoe  County,  after  which  the3'  came  to 
Gage  County,  and  have  since  resided  on  their 
present  farm  of  300  acres,  of  which  they  own  240 
acres.  The  land  is  very  valuable  and  our  subject 
has  been  very  successful  in  the  cultivation  of  it,  as 
well  as  in  the  use  to  whicii  he  devotes  it  as  a  stock 
ranch.  He  has  112  head  of  cattle  and  from  thirty- 
five  to  s-ixty  head  of  hogs.  His  farm  appears  to  be 
in  a  splendid  condition,  and  he  may  well  feel  grati- 
fied at  its  appearance,  since  the  improvements  have 
been  mainly  wrought  by  the  labor  which  he  has  ex- 
pended on  it. 

Our  subject  and  his  wife  have  an  interesting 
famil}'  of  five  children,  on  whom  they  have  bestowed 
the  names  of  Estella,  Rosy,  Carrie,  Oliver  and 
Nellie.  With  the  careful  home  training  of  the  de- 
voted mother  and  the  man}-  advantages  of  educa- 
tion and  society  which  the  position  of  their  father 
can  secure  for  them,  these  children  will  undoubt- 
edly become  intelligent  and  noble  men  and  women, 
and  <an  honor  to  their  parents.  Our  subject  takes 
an  active  interest  in  the  welfare  of  the  public,  as  all 
right-minded  and  loyal  citizens  should,  and  the 
public  is  not  slow  to  acknowledge  his  worth,  having 
elected  him  Moderator  of  the  schools,  in  which  cap.nc- 
ity  he  is  now  serving.  He  strongly  advocates 
the  policy  of  the  Democratic  party,  and  by  his  hon- 
orable and  successful  career  he  has  won  the  esteem 
and  friendship  of  the  people  of  his  community,  who 
speak  of  him  in  terms  of  the  highest  [)raise. 


1^  OLAND  E.  SHELLEY  is  the  genial  clerk 
\Y^  of  Rockford  Township,  and  although  a 
jL^  j'oung  and  unmarried  man  he  is  probably' 
*g)  more  widely  and  favorably  known  than 
any  other  man  of  the  township.  He  possesses  a 
naturally  pleasant  and  agreeable  disposition,  which 
has  gained  for  him  a  host  of  warm  and  admiring 
friends,  and  he  may  well  feel  gratified  because  of 


his  popularity,  having  twice  been  elected  by  a 
vote  far  in  advance  of  his  i)arly  ticket.  He  is  a 
son  of  Francis  and  Fanny  (Hollingwortii)  Shelley, 
who  were  natives  of  England,  tiie  former  of  Staf- 
fordshire, and  the  latter  of  Derbyshire.  The  father 
followed  the  occupation  of  a  shoemaker,  and  came 
to  America  with  his  family  of  five  children  in 
1855,  making  his  home  in  Portage  County,  Wis. 
He  worked  for  a  time  on  a  farm  near  Stevens' 
Point,  and  in  18G1  he  brought  his  family  to  Ne- 
braska, with  its  two  additional  members,  and  took 
up  a  homestead  on  section  19,  Rockford  Township, 
where  he  prospered  well.  He  died  in  1884,  at  the 
age  of  seventy-two,  but  the  mother  of  our  subject 
still  lives  in  Holmesville  with  her  son.  There  were 
six  children  in  the  family,  four  of  whom  were  born 
in  England,  and  named  Myra,  James  W.,  Thomas 
and  Fiancis  R.  The  remaining  two,  named  Joseph 
A.  and  Roland  E.,  were  born  in  Wisconsin. 

Our  subject  was  born  on  the  (Uh  of  January, 
I8G0,  near  Plover,  Wis.,  and  when  he  was  a  babe  his 
parents  moved  to  Nebraska,  in  August,  18GI.  The 
educational  advantages  were  but  limited  owing  to 
the  newness  of  the  country,  but  by  close  application 
our  subject  secured  a  thorough  education  in  the 
common-school  branches,  and  naturally  possessing 
an  ingenious  and  inquiring  mind,  he  accumulated  a 
large  fund  of  general  information,  which,  united 
with  the  attainments  of  the  school-room,  marks  him 
as  a  young  man  of  more  than  ordinary  intelligence 
and  keenness  of  perception.  He  remained  at  home 
on  his  father's  farm  until  he  reached  the  age  of 
twenty-one,  when  he  went  into  a  telegraph  office  of 
the  Union  Pacific  Itiilroad,  at  Hobnesville,  and 
learned  telegraphy.  He  soon  obtained  a  situation 
on  the  Nebraska  extension  of  the  Missouri  Pacific 
Railroad,  at  Padonia,  Brown  Co.,  Kan.,  where  he  re- 
mained for  some  time,  but. as  his  father  was  getting 
old  our  subject  came  home  to  take  care  of  his  par- 
ents as  a  dutiful  son  should.  His  father  died  on 
the  25th  of  May,  1884,  at  the  age  of  seventy-two 
years. 

In  1883  our  subject  had  a  neat  and  attractive 
frame  house  built  in  Holmesville,  to  which  he  re- 
moved with  his  mother  in  March,  188G.  He  has 
been  engaged  in  the  mercantile  business,  and  is  at 
present  the  gentlemanly  and    accommodating  clerk 
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of  J.  H.  Fuller,  dealer  in  general  merchanrlise.  His 
well-known  effleiency  secured  him  the  election  to 
the  office  of  Clerk  of  the  township,  in  which  he  is 
now  serving  his  second  term,  giving  general  satis- 
faction. He  is  a  member  of  the  Methodist  Episco- 
pal Church,  and  is  prominentl}'  identified  with  the 
work  of  the  Sunday-school,  having  served  as  Super- 
intendent of  the  school.  He  ardently  advocates 
the  policy  of  the  Democratic  party,  and  in  the  year 
1887  he  was  sent  as  a  delegate  to  the  Democratic 
County  Convention,  where  he  was  chosen  delegate 
to  represent  his  township  at  the  State  Convention. 
He  is  at  present  the  delegate  to  the  County  Con- 
vention, his  former  service  in  behalf  of  his  party 
having  secured  him  this  last  election.  In  the 
Judiciary  Court  of  September,  1887,  he  served  with 
much  credit  on  the  Circuit  Jury.  He  is  an  enter- 
prising young  man,  and  has  the  promise  of  a  bril- 
liant future  before  him,  for  which  he  is  qualified  by 
the  possession  of  the  virtue  of  true  manhood. 


^^MOS  L.  WRIGHT.     Our  subject,   one  of 
^^-j|l    Sherman   Township's    valued   citizens,   re- 
ij  iJi    sides  upon  section  1 4,  and  is  the  owner  of 
<l^l  one-half  the  section.     James  Wright,  the 

father  of  our  subject,  was  born^in  Ohio,  and  there 
spent  the  first  twelve  years  of  his  life,  when  he  ac- 
companied his  parents  when  they  removed  to 
settle  in  Menard  County,  III.  In  that  State  he 
made  his  home  until  1855,  and  then  went  to  Keo- 
kuk County,  Iowa,  remaining  there  until  he  came 
to  Nebraska,  in  1867,  and  settled  in  Saline  County, 
which  was  his  place  of  residence  until  his  death, 
which  occurred  in  the  spring  of  1882.  He  was  a 
man  of  active  habits,  bright  and  hopeful,  but  when 
he  made  up  his  mind  upon  a  point,  quietly  deter- 
mined to  effect  his  purpose.  His  death  was  gener- 
ally lamented  by  all  the  large  circle  that  comprised 
his  relatives,  friends  and  acquaintances.  His  wife 
was  Elizabeth  Offield,  a  native  of  Kentucky,  in 
which  State  also  her  parents  were  born.  She  was 
united  in  marriage  to  Mr.  Wright  in  1843,  while 
residing  in  Menard  County.  Their  family  circle 
included  eight  children,  all  of  whom  are  still  living. 
Amos,    our   subject,  was  the    first-born;  the  other 


members  of  the  family  received  the  names  sub- 
joined :  William,  who  is  a  carpenter  in  Scott  County, 
Iowa;  John  D.,  a  mason  at  Wilber,  Saline  County; 
Ira  S.,  who  is  a  farmer  at  DeWitt,  of  the  same 
county  ;  Edward,  a  professional  musician  in  DeWitt; 
James  H.,  a  farmer  in  this  county;  Hannah,  the 
wife  of  Selden  Lupher,  a  farmer  in  Saline  County, 
and  Elizabeth,  who  is  still  unmarried,  and  lives  at 
home. 

It  was  upon  the  27th  of  September,  1844,  that 
our  subject  was  born  in  the  old  farmhouse  in 
Menard  County,  111.  He  continued  at  home  until 
he  was  twenty-two  years  of  age.  His  education 
was  commenced  at  about  the  usual  age,  and  con- 
tinued until  he  had  passed  through  all  the  classes 
of  the  common  school,  after  which  he  attended  the 
complete  course  at  the  High  School  of  Washington 
County,  Iowa.  In  1866  he  came  to  this  county, 
and  on  the  13th  of  July  entered  a  homestead  on 
section  10,  where  he  continued  to  reside  until  1885, 
when,  having  a  good  offer,  he  sold  it  and  purchased 
one-half  of  section  1 4,  his  present  property.  There 
are  no  especiall}'  dramatic  events  or  adventurous 
phases  in  the  life  of  our  subject;  it  is  rather  the 
story  of  tlie  quiet,  somewhat  retiring,  but  prosperous 
life  of  the  busy,  intelligent,  practical  farmer,  with 
very  little  of  care  or  anxiety  outside  the  circle  of 
his  occupation  and  his  home.  To  this  latter,  how- 
ever, it  is  his  endeavor  to  bring  a  wealth  of  all 
those  parts,  points  and  attributes  that  go  to  make 
it  the  perfect  haven  of  rest  and  abode  of  true 
domesticity  it  was  originally  designed  to  be. 

In  1874  Mr.  AVright  married  Clara  Wickham,  who 
has  exhibited  those  womanly  graces  and  matronly 
qualities  that  make  her  name  a  pride  and  delight 
to  her  family  and  friends.  This  lady  was  born  in 
Andrew  County,  Mo.,  July  27,  1847.  It  was  her 
misfortune  to  be  bereaved  of  her  father  in  the  year 
1853,  and  her  mother  now  makes  her  residence  in 
the  home  of  our  subject.  Mrs.  Wickham  pre- 
sented her  husband  with  thirteen  children,  seven 
of  whom  are  living,  Mrs.  Wright  being  the  young- 
est of  the  family.  Our  subject  and  wife  are  the 
parents  of  three  children,  who  have  received  the 
names  Francis  A.,  Elizabeth  and  Frederick  A. 

One  of  the  most  interesting  memories  of  the  p.ast 
of  our  subject  is  that  connected  with  his  earlier  life 
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in  llie  Slate,  aiul  t-oncerns  the  following  incident: 
In  18G7  the  Indians  made  a  raid  upon  the  settle- 
ment, leaving  tlicir  track  marked  with  blood,  vio- 
lence and  destruction.  The  Governor  called  upon 
the  settlers  for  help;  among  those  who  responded 
with  alacrity  was  our  subject,  and  he  was  one  of  the 
party  to  discover  and  identify  some  of  the  slain, 
and  rescue  certain  captives.  Mr.  Wright  has  for 
many  years  been  associated  with  the  Republican 
l)arty,  and  still  continues  his  adherence  to  the  same. 
He  has  been  called  upon  to  fill  the  office  of  As- 
sessor, and  did  so  with  much  credit.  For  four 
years  he  served  most  worthily  as  a  member  of  the 
School  Board.  With  his  family,  as  before  remarked, 
he  enjoys  the  highest  regard  of  his  fellow-citizens, 
which  he  values  and  appreciates  most  highly. 

liJSAAC  NAYLOR  is  an  industrious  and  prosp^r- 
J!  ous  farmer  residing  on  section  17,  Nemaha 
li  Township.  His  father,  John  Naylor,  was  a  na- 
tive of  Kentucky;  his  mother,  Barbara  (C'orman) 
Naylor,  was  a  native  of  Maryland,  and  they  were 
married  in  the  first-named  State,  making  their  home 
in  Fayette  County.  The  father's  ancestors  were 
natives  of  England,  who  had  come  to  America  dur- 
ing the  Colonial  times,  and  at  the  time  <}f  the  War 
of  1812  the  father  of  our  subject  participated  in 
some  of  the  engagements.  He  was  a  farmer,  and 
lived  in  Fayette  and  Jessamine  Counties  the  greater 
part  of  his  life,  but  although  he  had  a  large  planta- 
tion aud  prospered  well,  he  would  keep  no  slaves 
even  during  slave  time.  Unfortunately  he  did  not 
live  to  see  the  abolition  of  slavery,  his  death  occur- 
ring before  the  war,  when  he  was  sixtj'-two  years  old. 
The  mother  of  our  subject  died  in  1869,  in  her 
eighty-fifth  j'ear,  and  had  borne  a  family  of  eight 
children,  four  girls  and  four  boys,  all  of  whom  grew 
to  manhood  and  womanhood,  and  whose  names  are 
Mary,  Elizabeth,  Nancy,  Isaac,  John,  James,  Jane 
and  Benjamin. 

Our  subject  was  born  on  the  loth  of  July,  1819, 
in  Ohio,  at  the  time  of  the  three-j'ears  residence  of 
his  parents  in  that  State,  but  bis  earliest  recollec- 
tions are  of  the  scenes  in  his  Keutuckj-  home.  His 
father  met  with  an  accident  while  quarrj-ing  rock^ 


and  was  crippled  so  that  he  was  no  longer  able  to 
attend  to  the  supervision  of  his  large  planUition, 
aud  our  subject,  as  the  eldest  son,  was  early  called 
upon  to  assume  the  responsibilities  of  manager  of 
the  estate.  He  received  his  education  from  the 
common  schools  of  that  time,  and  continued  in 
charge  of  the  homestead  until  1  842,  when  he  was 
married  to  IMiss  Maria  Miller.  After  his  marriage 
he  lived  on  a  farm  in  the  vicinity  of  his  old  home 
for  seven  or  eight  years,  and  then  went  to  Macoupin 
County,  111.,  where  he  bought  a  farm  and  was  pros- 
pering well  until  the  second  year,  when  his  wife 
died.  Her  death  was  a  sad  bereavement  to  him,  as 
they  had  been  married  but  ten  years,  and  she  was 
only  twenty-four  years  old  when  she  left  him  her 
five  children,  whose  names  are  Mary  Jane,  Louisa, 
Jacob,  Ann  and  an  infant. 

With  the  exception  of  the  last-named  child  the 
children  of  our  subject  and  his  first  wife  were  mar- 
ried and  established  in  homes  of  their  own,  and 
had  about  them  their  own  children.  Mary  Jane 
became  tlie  wife  of  W.  II.  Stults.  a  blacksmith,  and 
they  reside  near  Waverly,  Macoupin  Co.,  111.  In 
their  family  they  have  five  girls  and  five  boys,  whom 
we  name  as  follows:  Luther,  Mettie.  Pearlie,  Lou, 
Ella,  j;ugene,  James,  Butler,  Elberta  and  Alfred. 
Louisa  married  John  Beard,  but  she  died  in  1869, 
at  the  age  of  twenty-three  years;  she  was  the 
mother  of  one  child,  Frankie,  who  is  also  deceased. 
Jacob  resides  in  Nemaha  Township,  and  is  a  pros- 
perous farmer;  he  married  Martha  Nibert,  and  is 
the  father  of  four  children — Charles,  Frank,  Walter 
and  Adah.  Ann  married  Joseph  Stidlcj-.  and  re- 
sided in  Adams  Township  until  the  time  of  her 
death  in  1885,  leaving  motherless  the  following 
seven  children  :  Mathew,  Maud,  Ella,  Joseph,  Will- 
iam, Charles  and  George. 

Our  subject  continued  to  reside  on  his  farm  in 
Macoupin  County,  and  was  married  on  the  loth  of 
January,  1854,  to  Miss  Eliza  Baggerly,  a  daughter 
of  Jonathan  and  Cassandra  (Bailey)  Baggerly.  Her 
parents  were  born  in  Shelby  Count3',  Ky.,  and  both 
the  paternal  and  maternal  grandfathers  were  soldiers 
in  the  Revolutionary  War.  The  parents  lived  in 
Shelby  County,  where  the  father  was  engaged  in 
farming,  and  afterward  they  removed  to  Clark 
County,  Ind.,  where    they  lived   a  long   time   and 
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rcaierl  a  family  of  eleven  cliiklien.  With  but  one 
exception  the  children  were  spared  to  become  use- 
ful men  and  women,  bearing  the  names  of  Elizabeth, 
Charlotte,  Nancy;  William,  wlio  died  when  he  was 
seven  years  old;  Eliza,  Joseph,  Isaac,  Louis,  Mel- 
vina,  Clinton  and  Benoni. 

Sirs.  Naylor,  the  fifth  child  in  her  father's  fanaily, 
was  born  on  the  25th  of  October,  1829,  and  was  a 
balie  when  her  parents  moved  to  Indiana.  She  en- 
joyed good  advantages  from  attending  the  common 
schools,  but  as  they  were  conducted  on  the  rate  or 
subscription  sj'stem  she  could  not  attend  until  she 
acquired  a  thorough  education.  She  went  to  visit 
her  uncle  and  some  relatives  in  Macoupin  Count3-, 
111.,  and  there  our  subject  made  her  acquaintance 
which  resulted  in  their  marriage.  ]\Ir.  Naylor  has 
resided  in  Macoupin  County  over  thirty  jears,  for 
twenty-seven  years  of  wliich  time  Mrs.  Naylor  has 
been  his  faithful  companion  and  devoted  wife. 
Tliey  had  a  family-  of  thirteen  children,  eight  of 
whom  died  in  infancy,  and  the  names  of  the  sur- 
viving members  we  mention  as  follows:  Malissa, 
Emily,  Cassandra,  Allen  and  Martha. 

Malissa,  the  eldest  daughter  of  our  subject  and 
his  wife,  was  married  to  Mr.  A.  West,  and  they  re- 
side in  Red  Willow  County,  this  State,  the  parents 
of  one  child,  named  Johnny;  Emily  married  M.  F. 
Shores,  and  they  with  their  four  children,  Ro_y, 
Freddie,  Louis  and  Adelbert,  reside  in  Nemaha 
Township;  Cassandra  married  Thomas  Windle,  but 
after  becoming  the  mother  of  one  child,  named 
Zelma,  she  died  in  the  year  188G;  Martha  married 
Thomas  AVest,  and  they  also  reside  in  Red  Willow 
County,  this  State;  Allen  has  charge  of  the  home- 
stead. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Naylor  came  to  Nebraska  in  1881, 
and  have  been  very  successful  in  their  business,  our 
subject  now  being  the  owner  of  one  and  a  half  sec- 
tions of  land  in  Nemaha  Township,  besides  having 
given  each  of  his  first  children  forty  acres  of  land 
as  a  marriage  portion.  They  are  members  of  the 
United  Baptist  Church,  and  are  among  the  influ- 
ential society  people  of  this  section.  Mr.  Naylor 
is  a  Democrat  and  a  thoroughly  good  man,  possess- 
ing excellent  traits  of  character  and  enjoying  the 
confidence  and  esteem  of  his  fellowmcn.  His  wife 
possesses  many  personal  charms,  and   is  a  talented 
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and  estimable  lady,  who  has  proved  herself  a  devoted 
wife  .and  mother,  and  a  worthy  copartner  in  tlio 
accumulation  of  his  wealth,  having  many  times 
aided  him  in  his  business  transactions  by  her  sym- 
pathy and  advice  given  with  sound  judgment. 
Together  thej'  are  enjoying  the  fruits  of  their  in- 
dustr}',  and  take  rank  among  the  influential  families 
of  this  community. 


ful  farmer  whose  property  is  situated  on 
section  19  of  Sherman  Township.  Thomas  Martin^ 
his  father,  w.as  born  in  Scotland  in  the  year  1809. 
Wlien  fifteen  years  of  age  he  left  his  native  hills 
and  braes,  and  with  his  father  and  two  brothers 
came  to  the  United  States  and  settled  in  Louis- 
ville, Ky.,  being  the  youngest  of  the  family.  Later 
his  father  removed  to  Indiana,  purchased  a  tract 
of  land  and  divided  it  among  the  boys,  thus  giv- 
ing each  a  small  start.  The  maiden  name  of  his 
wife  was  Mary  Miller,  a  daughter  of  Peter  and 
Kate  (Hafford)  Miller.  This  lady  was  born  in 
Pennsylvania  in  1812,  and  went  to  Indiana  soon 
after  the  close  of  the  war  of  that  date.  Her  death 
occurred  in  1876;  that  of  her  husband  in  the  year 
1838.  They  were  the  parents  of  seven  children, 
only  one  of  that  number  being  a  daughter.  Our 
subject  is  the  sole  surviving  child,  and  was  born  in 
Union  County,  Ind.,  on  the  20th  of  December, 
1835. 

The  first  twelve  years  of  the  life  of  our  subject 
were  spent  at  home,  and  to  its  pure  and  elevating 
influences  and  surroundings  is  doubtless  due  the 
character  whicii  is  to-day  possessed  by  him.  He  was 
but  tliree  years  of  age  when  his  father  died.  Some 
time  after  her  bereavement  his  mother  removed  to 
Madison  County  of  the  same  State,  where  she 
made  her  home  for  some  years,  and  then  went  to 
Union  County,  where  our  subject  worked  for  three 
years  in  connection  with  farming.  From  there  he 
went  to  Clinton  County.,  Ind.,  being  occupied  in 
the  same  line.  In  1858  he  came  to  Nebraska,  and 
remained  one  summer  prospecting,  and  in  the  fall 
returned   to  Indiana  and   rented  a  farm.     During 
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these  years  he  lind  been  slowly  but  surely  making 
provision  for  the  opportunity  he  felt  sure  would 
come  of  making  a  start  toward  better  things. 

In  the  year  following  the  trip  to  Nebraska  (1859) 
Mr.  Martin  liecarae  the  husband  of  Mary  Dailey, 
a  daughter  of  James  Dailey.  This  lady  was  born 
in  Washington  County,  Ind.,on  the  4th  of  Septem- 
ber, 1841,  and  made  her  home  with  her  parents 
until  her  marriage.  From  that  on  her  life  has,  of 
course,  been  spent  in  the  home  of  herself  and  hus- 
band, which  has  been  rendered  more  completely 
happy  by  the  birth  of  nine  ciiildren,  whose  names 
are  here  recorded :  Mary  E.,  now  the  wife  of 
Thomas  Richards,  of  Rockford  Township;  James 
W.,  a  prosperous  farmer  of  Sherman  Township; 
Charles  W.,  Thomas  M.,  John  M.,  Lennie,  Jessie 
I).,  Lillian  A.  and  Iria  J.,  all  of  whom  are  still  at 
home. 

Mr.  Martin  and  his  wife  pursued  the  even  tenor 
of  their  way  until  the  year  1862,  when  our  subject 
was  impelled  by  loyaltj',  conscience  and  desire  to 
step  forth  in  defense  of  the  country  whose  wel- 
fare was  a  part  of  his  life's  interest.  Accordingly, 
on  the  8th  of  August  of  that  year  he  enlisted  in 
Company  K,  72d  Indiana  Infantry,  and  was  soon 
sent  to  Louisville,  Ky.,  and  thence  to  Stone.  River. 
Here  the  regiment  was  mounted,  and  served  in  the 
Army  of  the  Cumberland.  He  was  one  of  the  act- 
ive combatants  in  the  battles  of  Stone  River, 
Hoover's  Gap,  Chickaraauga,  Missionary  Ridge, 
Lookout  Mountain,  Atlanta,  Jonesboro,  Salina, 
Okolona,  Miss.,  and  Selma.  Besides  the  above 
engagements,  he  was  engaged  quite  extensively  in 
skirmishing,  and  w.as  also  present,  and  engaged  in, 
a  large  number  of  conflicts  of  lesser  importance. 
His  record  is  remarkable  on  two  accounts.  First, 
in  that,  although  so  extensively  and  aetivel}-  en- 
gaged in  such  a  large  number  of  battles,  of  both 
major  and  minor  mention,  and  in  the  service  such 
a  length  of  time,  he  was  never  wounded ;  and  sec- 
ondly, despite  all  the  hardships,  privations,  dele- 
terious influences  and  unsanitary  surroundings,  he 
was  unfit  for  service  only  about  two  months  of 
the  entire  period.  He  received  an  honorable  dis- 
charge at  the  city  of  Indianapolis,  upon  the  4th  of 
Jul}-,  1865,  and  returned  home. 

For  about  two  years  after  his  return  Mr.  Martin 


continued  farming  as  before,  but  in  1K67  became 
to  this  county,  and  took  up  a  homestead  claim  of 
IGO  acres.  Upon  the  ground  he  found  a  sintll 
house  that  had  been  left  by  a  "squatter"  some 
time  previous;  this  place  he  fixeci  up  and  utilized 
until  he  should  find  time  to  put  up  a  better  and 
more  substantial  dwelling.  The  journey  from  In- 
diana, which  was  performed  in  the  then  usual 
manner,  with  wagon  and  team,  although  slow,  tedi- 
ous, and  somewhat  plentifully  sprinkled  with  dis- 
comforts, was  without  special  interest,  and  ended 
with  the  safety  and  health  of  all.  The  arrival  at 
the  new  home  w.os  necessarily  the  signal  for  an  ex- 
hibition of  that  inherent  love  of  labor  and  hard 
work  that  should  be  a  part  of  every  |)erson's  indi- 
viduality, but  occasionally  is  conspicuous  by  its 
absence.  This,  ho\yever,  was  not  the  case  in  the 
present  instance,  and  each  was  given,  or  found, 
something  to  do  for  the  common  weal.  Being  un- 
able to  commence  his  farming  right  away,  owing  to 
a  lack  of  implements,  he  began  by  working  out  by 
the  month  wherever  opportunity  presented.  This 
he  followed  for  about  two  years,  and  then  com- 
menced the  improvement  of  his  own  property,  with 
the  gratifying  result  that  by  1879  he  not  only  had 
his  original  property  in  a  high  state  of  cultivation, 
a  comfortable  and  commodious  residence,  but  his 
farm  wassup[)lied  with  the  divers  buildings  and  mul- 
tifarious machines  and  implements  which  the  proper 
working  of  the  farm  rendered  indispensable.  In 
the  above  year  he  was  enabled  to  purchase  forty 
acres  additional,  for  which  he  paid  *119.  In  1882 
another  eighty  acres  Wiis  jnirch.ased,  .at  the  rate  of 
^10  per  acre,  so  that  to-day  he  is  operating  280 
acres  in  all,  along  the  line  of  grain  and  stock  farm- 
ing. Ill  the  earlier  years,  and  even  now,  in  a  large 
measure,  wheat  formed  the  staple  article  of  grain 
produce,  and  he  hid  to  haul  it  a  distance  of  seven- 
ty-five miles  to  Brownsville,  which  was  then  the 
nearest  market. 

In  his  political  sympathies  Mr.  Martin  is  with 
the  Democratic  party,  and  is  usually  found  voting 
its  ticket;  at  the  same  time  he  is  not  prominent 
in  political  circles,  although  he  has  been  called 
upon  to  hold  quite  a  number  of  township  olHces. 
and  has  alw.ays  done  so  in  a  most  crediUible  and 
s.atisfactory  manner.    Socially,  he  is  connected  with 
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the  G.  A.  R.,  and  is  a  member  of  Scott  Post  No. 
37,  meeting  at  Blue  Spring.  There  are  few  fai-ms, 
taken  in  tlieir  entirety,  tiiat  surpass  in  general  ef- 
ficiency, fertility  and  productiveness  that  of  our 
subject,  nor  are  there  many  in  that  exceptionally 
fine  body  of  men — the  Nebraska  farmers — who  sur- 
pass Mr.  Martin  in  practical  intelligence,  sound 
judgment,  genial  affability,  hospitality  and  integ- 
rity. He  is  a  man  highly  respected,  a  sentiment 
and  feeling  which  are  extended  to  everj'  member 
of  his  farail3^ 

(^^HOMAS  G.  WHP:ELER.  Among  the  num- 
m^\  ber  of  bright,  hard-working,  plucky,  practi- 
^^f)  cal  Englishmen  who  came  to  Grant  Town- 
ship, and  helped  to  develop  its  resources  in  the 
early  daj's  o^  its  histor3',  was  the  subject  of  this 
epitome.  Here  he  has  succeeded  in  building  up  a 
very  nice  property  and  home,  and  also  in  laying 
by  a  competency  sufficient  to  remove  the  dread  of 
the  future,  when  work  and  labor  are  beyond  his 
strength.  He  began  life  a  poor  man,  and  it  is 
therefore  more  complimentary  to  him  and  more 
satisfactory  in  every  regard.  His  farm  is  160 
acres  in  extent,  and  is  situated  on  section  30,  the 
entry  of  which  dates  from  1869.  He  owns  also 
eighty  acres  in  Blakely  Township,  partly  im- 
proved. 

The  home,  both  in  the  building,  internal  ar- 
rangement and  embellishment;  our  subject's  farm, 
both  in  its  fields  and  buildings,  its  machinery  and 
implements,  all  testify  to  the  fact  that  he  is  by 
no  means  fossilized ;  per  contra,  he  is  one  of  the 
most  progressive  men  in  the  county,  and  in  enter- 
prise is  second  to  none.  He  came  to  this  place 
direct  from  his  English  home,  when  he  was  but 
twenty  years  of  age,  and  he  has  from  that  time 
grown  up  with  the  country,  imbibed  freely  the 
principles  of  its  government,  the  glories  of  its 
institutions  and  the  perfection  of  its  citizenship, 
and  has  learned  fullj'  to  appreciate,  admire  and 
loyally  love  them. 

Our  subject  was  born  in  Wiltshire,  England,  upon 
the  7th  of  April,  1849.  His  father,  Charles  Wheeler, 
asayoungman  learned  the  trade  of  tailoring,  which 


he  continued  to  follow.  The  maiden  name  of  his 
wife,  the  mother  of  our  subject,  was  Ann  Pierce,  a 
native  of  Wiltshire.  During  her  married  life  she 
helped  to  support  the  family,  which  included  six 
children,  and  died  in  August,  1888,  at  the  age  of 
seventy-six  years.  She  was  a  most  estimable  lady, 
of  noble  character,  and  a  devout  member  of  the 
State  Church  (of  England)  for  the  whole  of  her 
life.  Her  father  had  fought  under  one  of  the 
British  Generals  in  the  Revolutionary  War  in  this 
country,  and  at  its  close  returned  to  England,  where 
he  lived  to  the  advanced  age  of  ninety-five  j^ears. 
The  father  of  our  subject  is  yet  living,  and  has 
reached  the  good  old  age  of  eight3'-six  years.  He 
still  continues  his  devotion  to  the  Episcopal  Church, 
where  he  is  a  regular  attendant. 

Our  subject  is  the  fourth  child  and  second  son 
of  six  children,  three  of  them  being  daughters.  The 
family  circle  has  been  bioken  by  the  death  of  one 
of  the  sons,  Joseph,  who  met  his  death  in  London, 
when  at  the  age  of  thirty-three  years,  owing  to  a 
fall  in  winter  on  an  icy  walk.  Our  subject,  his  sis- 
ter Ann,  now  Mrs.  Barrett,  and  a  brother  Charles, 
are  residents  of  this  State;  the  remaining  two  sis- 
ters, Elizabeth  and  Sarah,  still  reside  in  England. 
The  latter  is  happilj'  married  to  Mr.  Thomas  Cor- 
born. 

Our  subject  was  brought  up  and  educated  in  his 
native  shire,  and  afterward  served  a  three-years 
appi-enticeship  to  learning  the  trade  of  whitesmith, 
as  the  finisher  of  iron  work  is  called,  as  distinguished 
from  the  forger  or  blacksmith.  Upon  finishing 
this  department  of  his  education,  and  having  the 
knowledge  of  his  trade  at  his  command,  he  came  at 
once  to  this  country-,  and  located  as  above  men- 
tioned. Upon  the  27th  of  March,  1873.  he  was 
united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Florence  J.  Banks, 
who  was  born  in  Page  County,  Iowa,  on  the  15th 
of  March,  1856,  to  Philip  and  Keziah  (Fames) 
Banks,  natives  of  Indiana,  who  now  reside  in  Linn 
County,  Kan.  The  wife  of  our  subject  was  brought 
up  in  Page  County,  Iowa,  until  she  reached  the 
age  of  seventeen  years.  She  received  the  best 
education  the  times  afforded,  and  developed  graces 
and  qualities  that  have  made  her  life  and  home 
continuously  bright.  Upon  reaching  her  seven- 
teenth year  her    life  in     Iowa  was    finished,  and     '  ' 
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shortly  after  llie  family  removed  to  this  State. 
Three  ehildreii  have  heen  bom  of  her  marriage,  but 
it  is  their  misfortune  to  have  lost  two  of  them  by 
death,  viz:  Maud  E.  and  Marvin  L.  The  surviv- 
ing child  is  their  son,  Claude  T.  Our  subject  and 
wife  are  very  highly  respected  by  the  entire  com- 
munity, not  so  much  because  of  their  success  in  life 
as  their  personal  sterling  characters,  and  admirable 
disposition  as  friends  and  neighbors.  Mr.  Wheeler 
has  been  a  Rei)ublican  from  principle  ever  since 
he  has  made  a  study  of  the  political  economy  of 
the  country,  and  is  one  of  the  firmest  adherents  of 
that  cause. 


,  //^,  EORG E  W.  BAKER.  Among  the  most  val- 
if[  (=j  ued  and  respected  citizens  of  Holt  Town- 
^^lli  ship,  and  at  the  same  time  one  of  the  most 
successful  from  a  business  standpoint,  is  the  gentle- 
man whose  biography  is  herein  somewhat  tersely 
presented.  Mr.  Baker  is  the  son  of  Gibson  and 
Anna  (Hook)  Baker,  natives  respectively  of  Mary- 
land and  Virginia,  and  of  Scotch-Irish  descent.  In 
Revolutionary  times  the  male  representatives  of  the 
family  played  no  mean  part  in  the  struggle  for  lib- 
erty. Grandfather  Hook  was  throughout  the  war 
aid-de-camp  to  George  AVashington. 

The  parents  of  our  subject  settled  in  Kentucky 
■when  they  were  children,  and  were  married  there. 
The  father  was  by  trade  a  millwright,  and  found 
considerable  opportunity  for  a  profitable  prosecu- 
tion of  his  business.  From  Kentucky  he  removed  to 
Ohio,  and  from  the  latter  State,  with  wife  and  chil- 
dren, migrated  to  Illinois.  He  settled  at  Metamora, 
and  there  continued  to  reside  for  about  twenty 
years,  when  he  died  at  the  age  of  eighty.  He  was 
survived  about  three  years  by  his  wife,  whose 
demise  occurred  in  the  year  l»73,atthe  ripe  age  of 
eighty-four  years.  The  family  circle  included  the 
following  children,  viz:  AVilliam  G.,  S.irah  Jane, 
Eliza,  George  Washington,  Margaret,  Andrew 
Jackson,  Clarissa,  Ellen  and  Lucinda.  William  and 
Eliza  are  deceased. 

The  subject  of  our  sketch  was  born  on  the  20th 
of  July,  1820,  in  Brown  County,  Ohio,  and  it  is 
with  laudable  pride  that  he  is  enabled  to  look  back 
to  the  days  of  boyhood,  and  remember  the  pleasant 


school  aequ:iintance  and  youthful  friendship  with 
the  illustrious  hero,  Ulysses  S.  (irant.  No  one  can 
be  associated  with  men  who  have  been  honored  as 
was  the  late  General  and  President,  without  the 
reflex  of  their  nobility  insensibly  affecting,  to  a 
greater  or  less  degree,  the  associate. 

The  days  of  schooling  completed,  our  subject 
was  busy  about  the  home  farm,  and  gave  his  atten- 
tion to  learning  the  trade  of  his  father,  giving, 
perhaps,  more  attention  to  the  finer  car|)enter  work 
than  the  millwrighting.  His  apprenticeship  began 
when  he  was  seventeen  years  of  age.  He  continued 
working  in  this  business  with  an  increasing  finan- 
cial success  until  he  reached  the  age  of  about  thirty 
years,  and  then  removed  to  Illinois,  where  a  larger 
field  was  opened  to  him,  and  where  he  would  be 
nearer  his  family. 

The  28th  of  November,  18,")2,  w.as  a  memorable 
day  in  our  subject's  history,  one  from  which  the 
radiations  of  happiness  have  never  ceased  to 
brighten  his  pathway ;  upon  it  he  was  united  in  mar- 
riage with  M.-iry  E.  Poole,  the  amiable  daughter  of 
Hiram  A.  and  Miranda  C.  (Niles)  Poole.  Her 
father  was  born  at  Keene,  N.  H. ;  her  mother  in 
Covington  of  the  same  State.  Her  early  life  and 
young  womanhood  were  spent  upon  her  father's 
farm.  The  family  went  to  Illinois  in  1843,  and 
thence  emigrated  to  Nebraska  in  the  year  1873,  set- 
tling at  Table  Rock,  Pawnee  County.  There  the 
mother  died  in  1875,  at  the  good  old  age  of  sixty- 
six  years.  The  father,  who  survived  about  ten 
years,  died  in  1885,  aged  seventy-five  years.  Their 
family  included  five  children,  whose  names  are  re- 
corded as  follows:  Mary  E.,  Sarah  II..  Hiram  II., 
Myra  and  Milo  R. 

Mary,  the  wife  of  our  subject,  was  born  on  the 
I'Jth  of  August,  1835,  the  place  of  her  birth  being 
Haverhill,  Grafton  Co.,  N.  H.  She  was  about 
eight  years  of  age  when  the  family  removed 
to  Illinois,  and  at  an  early  age  began  to  attend  the 
public  school.  Here  she  develo|)ed  an  unusual 
aptitude  for  study,  and  was  the  scholar  of  her  class 
to  whom  the  teacher  looked  to  save  the  repuUition 
of  the  school  when  upon  special  occasions  questions 
might  be  asked  to  which  others  failed  to  respond. 
She  was  indefatigable  in  her  efforts,  and  seemed 
early  to  grasp  the  iiiea  that  ••knowledge  is  ix^wer." 
•^ 
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The  effect  of  this  upon  her  home  life  has  been  most 
happy,  both  as  regards  her  comjianionship  with  her 
husband,  and  her  ability  to  teach  and  instruct  the 
little  ones  that  have  been  given  her.  Upon  leaving 
school  she  taught  for  three  terms  in  Woodford 
County,  111.,  with  a  success  that  was  only  equaled 
bj'  that  which  had  preceded  while  she  was  a  scholar. 

Of  the  union  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Baker  in  marriage 
there  have  been  born  nine  children,  of  whom,  how- 
ever, it  has  been  their  privilege  to  bring  to  years  of 
man  and  womanhood  only  four.  The  names  of 
the  children  are  as  follows:  William  G.,  Sarah  E., 
Albert  L.,  each  of  whom  is  deceased;  Alva; 
Clarence  E.,  now  deceased ;  LillieM.;  James  Lin- 
coln, also  deceased;  Hiram  G.  and  Cassius  A. 
Alva  is  happily  married  to  William  A.  Grifiing, 
who  is  prosperous  in  his  business,  which  is  that  of  a 
plasterer  and  bricklayer  at  Table  Rock,  Pawnee 
County,  where  they  reside.  They  are  the  parents 
of  three  children,  who  are  named  Lillie,  Mary  A.  and 
Frank  R.  Lillie  Baker  is  the  wife  of  Marion 
Fellers,  a  resident  of  the  same  place,  eng.aged  in  the 
merchandising  business. 

Our  subject  was  one  who  stepped  forward  loyally 
in  response  to  the  call  for  defenders  of  the  Union. 
He  enlisted  at  Peoria,  in  Company  G,  of  the  16th 
Illinois  Infantry,  and  served  for  a  period  of  one 
year,  taking  part  in  the  grand  review  at  Washington. 
From  a  business  point  of  view  our  subject  has  been 
wonderfully  successful;  he  has  built  in  different 
parts  of  the  Prairie  State  twenty-seven  sawmills, 
thoroughly  equipped  with  every  modern  appliance, 
including  steam-engine  and  machinery.  The  date 
of  his  removal  to  this  State  was  1873  ;  from  that  time 
he  has  been  engaged  chiefly  in  agriculture. 

The  home  and  farm  of  our  subject  are  situated 
upon  sections  33  and  34  of  Holt  Township,  and 
the  property  includes  320  acres  of  excellent  agri- 
cultural land,  which  is  thoroughly-  improved  and 
highly  cultivated ;  upon  it  he  has  erected  a  very 
pleasant  and  commodious  farm  dwelling,  and  the 
usual  farm  buildings.  He  has  also  set  out  an  ex- 
tensive orciiard  of  choice,  thrifty  fruit  trees  of 
diverse  kinds  and  select  variety,  and  may  be  justi- 
fied if  a  feeling  of  manly  pride  should  fill  his  heart  as 
he  looks  over  the  property  he  has  acquired,  which  is 
all  the  result  of  his  own  labor  and  toil,  in  which  he 


has  ever  been  cheered,  counseled  and  supported  by 
the  faithful  companion  of  his  life,  than  whom  there 
are  few  more  beautiful  in  character,  more  highly 
endowed  by  nature  with  those  parts  and  qualities 
that  have  made  woman  the  chiefest  and  best  work 
of  Creative  hands.  It  goes  without  saying  that  our 
subject  and  his  family  are  highly  respected  by  the 
community  at  large.  Mr.  Baker  is  an  active  and 
earnest  advocate  of  such  things  as  will  benefit  the 
people,  especially  the  young,  and  will  advance  the 
interests  of  the  district  or  county.  In  political 
matters  he  is  a  Republican,  a  stanch  friend  and 
cheerful  supporter  of  the  partj'. 

We  take  pleasure  in  presenting  the  portraits  of 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Baker  on  an  accompanying  page. 


ATHIAS  H.  COBURN.  The  State  of 
Maine  has  been  the  stage  upon  which  have 
been  played  some  of  the  most  memorable 
scenes  and  incidents  of  American  history ; 
and  from  the  time  when  the  forty-one  men  of  Ply- 
mouth Rock  signed  their  memorable  compact  of 
liberty;  from  the  time  of  William  Bradford,  who 
received  the  charter  of  the  Plymouth  Colony  from 
the  "dread  sovereigu  lord,  King  James,"  until  the 
present  era,  which  has  produced  "the  man  of 
Maine,"  upon  whom  the  eyes  of  the  civilized  world 
have  rested,  the  citizens  of  the  Lumber  State  have 
alwaj'S  maintained  a  place  in  the  front  rank  of 
American  independence,  liberty  and  progress. 
Among  the  worthy  representatives  of  this  people  is 
M.  H.  Coburn,  one  of  Nebraska's  intrepid  pioneers, 
whose  farm  is  situated  upon  section  25  of  Hanover 
Township. 

Our  subject  was  born  at  Parkman,  Me.,  upon  the 
10th  of  November,  1833,  and  is  a  son  of  Edward 
and  Elizabeth  (Hanscom)  Coburn,  also  natives  of 
the  same  State.  His  father  was  by  occupation  a 
farmer,  and  continued  to  reside  in  the  East  until 
1855,  when  he  migrated  from  the  old  homestead  to 
LaSalle  County,  111.,  and  settled  upon  a  farm  which 
he  purchased  in  that  State.  There  Mr.  Coburn, 
Sr.,  died  in  the  year  1866,  aged  sixty-six  3'ears. 
His  widow  survived  him  until  1886,  and  departed 
this  life  in  Gage  County,  Neb.     They  were  the  par- 
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eiits  of  four  cliildrcn.  whom  it  was  their  pleasure  to 
see  grow  to  j-ears  of  ninturily,  and  three  enter  tiie 
ranks  of  the  honored  and  respected  of  the  commu- 
nity. Matliias  is  our  sul)ject;  Abigail  is  the  wife  of 
Cyrus  Hanscom,  and  Sylvanius  F.  is  hapjiil^'  mar- 
ried to  Miss  Sylvinia  Philbrook. 

Our  subject,  from  the  time  of  leaving  the  classes 
of  the  common  school,  where  he  had  obtained  his 
education,  remained  at  home,  being  the  onlj'  son, 
and  assisted  his  father  in  the  operation  of  his  farm, 
thus  naturally  drifting  into  the  working  of  the 
same,  and  made  it  his  chosen  occupation  in  life. 
When  his  parents  removed  to  Illinois,  he  of  course 
accompanied  them,  and  continued  to  reside  with 
them  until  he  came  to  this  State.  In  the  j'ear  1868 
he  purchased  land  in  this  county,  and  settled  upon 
it  in  the  year  1871.  He  is  now  the  owner  of  a 
property  of  240  acres  in  extent,  including  some  of 
the  finest  undulating  pastoral  land  in  the  county. 

In  February  of  1867  Mr.  Coburn  entered  the 
state  of  matrimony,  and  was  united  with  Miss 
Lydia  A.  Denton.  This  lady  is  the  daughter  of 
James  and  Gemiraa  (Vanl)oltenburg)  Denton, 
natives  of  New  York  and  Connecticut.  The3'  were 
the  parents  of  eleven  children,  of  whom  their 
daughter  Lydia  was  the  eighth.  She  w.as  born  in 
Kew  York  on  the  12th  of  March,  1842,  and  contin- 
ued to  make  her  home  with  her  parents  until  her 
marriage.  She  has  become  the  mother  of  two  chil- 
dren, who  liave  received  the  names  of  Edward  M. 
and  Frederick  H.,  respectively.  They  have  also 
adopted  a  daughter,  Emma  E. 

Mr.  Coburn  t.akes  considerable  interest  in  matters 
political,  and  is  a  stanch  friend  and  supporter  of  the 
Republican  party,  and  is  at  all  times  read^'  and 
anxious  to  do  all  in  his  power  to  extend  its  influ- 
ence and  aid  in  its  advancement.  He  is  regarded 
as  one  of  the  most  worthy,  honorable  and  valued 
citizens,  and  respected  accordinglj'. 
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JOHN  SPARKS.    The  name  of  the  subject  of 
this  sketch,   who  died   a  victim  to  cold  and 
exposure  on  the  12th  of  .lanuar^^   1888,  is 
held  in  kindlj'  remembrance  by  a  large  pro- 
portion of  the  people  of  this  county.    The  stor3'  of 


his  decease  is  one  of  unusual  sadness.  On  the 
morning  of  the  day  above  mentioned  he  started  out 
bright  and  earl3'  to  Beatrice  after  a  load  of  coal. 
Obtaining  this  he  tarried  for  a  time  for  the  transac- 
tion of  other  business,  and  upon  completing  this 
started  for  his  home  in  Lincoln  Township,  eight 
miles  distant.  Soon  afterward  the  storm  came  on, 
but  he  pressed  forward,  and  was  within  fortj'  rods  of 
his  house  when  his  horses  were  unable  to  |)roceed 
further,  and  releasing  the  animals  from  the  wagon, 
he  turned  them  loose,  evidently  with  the  supposition 
that  he  himself  would  be  able  to  reach  his  own 
fireside  in  safety.  Like  thousands  of  others  over- 
taken by  a  Western  storm,  his  senses  seemed  to 
have  become  bewildered,  and  instead  of  going  to- 
ward his  home,  he  went  directly  away  from  it.  The 
gathering  darkness  soon  hid  him  from  view,  and  he 
fell  exhausted  on  the  ground  and  exi)ired.  There 
he  w.as  found  the  following  morning.  Ills  team  in 
the  meantime  had  reached  home  after  night  came 
on  and  were  discovered  in  the  yard  in  the  morning. 
It  is  difficult  to  conceive  why  he  should  have  left 
his  horses,  as  had  he  mounted  one  of  them  it 
would  have  probably  taken  him  home  in  safety. 
His  melancholy  demise  was  the  occasion  of  general 
mourning  in  the  community,  as  he  had  been  a  most 
worthy  and  exemplar}'  citizen,  temperate  in  his 
habits,  and  one  who  enjoyed  the  confidence  of  all 
who  knew  him. 

Mr.  Sparks  was  born  in  North  Carolina,  and  was 
about  fifty-five  years  old  at  the  time  of  his  death. 
He  emigrated  from  the  South  to  Indiana  with  his 
parents  early  in  life,  locating  in  Monroe  County, 
where  he  was  reared  to  manhood.  There  also  he 
w.as  first  married,  and  later  removed  to  Woodford 
County,  III.,  where  he  established  aflouring-mill.  put-' 
ting  up  the  structure  himself  and  buying  grain  for 
a  number  of  j'ears.  He  w.as  successful  as  a  financier 
and  .accumulated  a  good  propert}',  but  was  over- 
taken by  reverses.  After  losing  the  sum  of  $6,000 
he  sold  out  and  returned  to  Indiana.  Then  suc- 
ceeded his  marriage,  in  Greene  County,  in  Febru- 
ary, 1871,  to  Miss  Martha  E.  Roberson,  who  was 
a  native  of  his  own  State,  and  born  Sept.  20,  1849. 

Mrs.  Sparks  when  a  young  girl  of  fifteen  years 
removed  with  her  parents  from  North  Carolina  to 
Indiana,  where  she  grew  to  womanhooil.     Her  par- 
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ents,  James  and  Maria  (Arnold)  Roberson,  were 
natives  of  the  same  State  as  their  daughter,  and 
both  died  in  Indiana,  the  father  in  Greene  County 
about  1857.  when  middle-aged.  The  mother  after- 
ward removed  to  Terre  Haute,  where  her  death 
took  place  in  1887,  at  the  age  of  sixty  years.  They 
also  were  natives  of  North  Carolina,  and  spent  the 
greater  part  of  their  lives  amid  the  quiet  pursuits 
of  farm  life. 

To  our  subject  and  his  wife  there  were  born  six 
children,  namely:  James  E.,  Laura  F.,  George  W., 
Ida  M.,  Alice  and  Andrew  C.  Of  his  first  marriage 
there  were  born  to  Mr.  Sparks  four  children: 
William  N.;  Sarah,  the  wife  of  Richard  Foyes,  a 
merchant  at  Diller,  this  county ;  Mary  E.,  Mrs. 
Benjamin  Willhoit.  of  Chicago,  111. ;  and  John  J., 
who  is  unmarried  and  operates  the  homestead.  The 
family  is  one  of  uncommon  intelligence,  being 
recognized  as  belonging  to  the  useful  element  of 
the  community.  Mr.  Sparks  kept  himself  well 
posted  upon  current  events,  and  uniformly  voted 
the  straight  Democratic  ticket.  Mrs.  Sparks  is  a 
lady  of  more  than  ordinary  intelligence,  and  fulfills 
in  a  most  worthy  manner  her  duties  to  her  children, 
stimulating  them  to  good  deeds  and  looking  care- 
fully after  their  mental  and  moral  welfare. 


OBERT  F.  HENDERSON.  The  history  of 
Nebraska  reveals  a  well-nigh  unprecedented 
rapidity  of  development,  of  resource,  settle- 
ment of  country,  growth  of  hamlets,  towns 
and  citizens,  and  general  progress  in  every  direc- 
tion. Amo»g  the  men  who  have  devoted  them- 
selves self-sacrificingl3',  earnestly  and  constantly  to 
the  attainment  of  this  result,  should  ever  be  men- 
tioned the  name  of  Mr.  Henderson,  who  is  with  a 
large  measure  of  success  operating  1 60  acres  of  land 
on  section  21,  Nemaha  Township.  A  view  of  the 
place  is  shown  on  another  page  of  this  work. 

The  parents  of  our  subject  were  Alexander  and 
Mary  (Lantz)  Henderson.  They  were  both  natives 
of  the  Quaker  State.  The  family  upon  the  paternal 
side  was  of  Irish  extraction,  and  upon  the  maternal 
of  German  origin.  They  were  married  in  Ohio,  set- 
',    tied  in  Portage  County,  and  for  many  years  saw 


much  prosperity  as  \a  result  of  their  labor  in  the 
pursuit  of  husbandry.  Later  they  removed  to  Illi- 
nois with  their  family  of  five  children,  and  settled 
in  Putnam  County,  but  shortly  after  sold  out  and 
went  to  Bureau  County,  where,  in  1880,  Mr.  Hen- 
derson died,  aged  seventy-six  years.  His  wife,  who 
is  now  seventy-four  years  of  age,  resides  in  Beatrice 
with  her  daughter.  She  is  the  mother  of  eight  chil- 
dren, who  received  the  names,  William,  James, 
Denisa,  John  C,  Robert  F.,  Walter  L.,  Lewis  R. 
and  Leila  A. 

The  natal  day  of  our  subject  was  the  30th  of  Octo- 
ber, 1844,  and  the  place  of  his  birth,  Streetsboro, 
Portage  Co.,  Ohio.  The  first  twelve  years  of  his 
life  were  spent  in  this  place,  and  the  foundation  was 
there  laid,  but  about  1858  his  parents  removed  to 
Illinois,  he,  of  course,  accompanying  them.  His 
education  was  completed  in  Putnam  Count3%  that 
State,  and  he  continued  upon  the  home  farm  in  that 
county  until  he  attained  his  majority.  He  re- 
mained in  that  county  until  1875,  and  in  October 
of  that  year  came  to  this  State,  and  for  a  time  made 
his  home  at  Firth,  where  he  had  purchased  160 
acres  of  land  some  years  previous.  The  only  thing 
that  distinguished  it  from  wild  prairie  was  that 
forty  acres  were  broken,  but  there  were  no  groves, 
not  even  a  tree  or  shrub,  nor  any  building  upon  the 
property.  This  has  all  been  changed  gradually, 
but  as  rapidly  as  the  work  could  be  pushed  for- 
ward. Now  he  has  a  pleasant,  cheerful,  comfort- 
able home,  by  no  means  lacking  either  in  decoration 
or  furnishing  in  those  features  that  make  home  the 
brightest  and  most  attractive  place  on  earth.  The 
farm  too  is  highly  cultivated,  and  fully  supplied 
with  the  various  buildings,  machines,  implements 
and  conveniences  required  for  the  proper  working 
thereof. 

In  the  month  of  November  of  the  same  year  that 
he  removed  to  Nebraska,  our  subject  was  united  in 
marriage  with  Miss  Artimissia  M.  Steele,  a  lady  of 
education,  refinement,  and  a  high  order  of  womanly 
character.  She  is  the  daughter  of  John  M.  and 
Martha  J.  (Wardlaw)  Steele.  Her  father  was  born 
in  Ross  County,  Ohio;  her  mother  near  Bowling 
Green,  Ky.  Her  parents  settled  after  marriage  in 
Ross  County,  where  J.  M.  Steele  was  a  merchant  at 
South  Salem.     In  1853  the  family  removed  to  Put- 
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nam  County,  111.,  and  in  1874  came  to  Nebraska, 
and  settled  eleven  miles  north  of  Beatrice,  where 
they  still  reside.  Mr.  Steele  has  attained  the  ad- 
vanced age  of  sixty-five,  his  wife  that  of  sixty  j'ears. 
Their  faiuilj-  includes  seven  children,  who  have 
been  named  as  follows:  Artimissia  M.,  Alice,  Anna, 
Harry,  .Minnie,  Wardlaw  and  Lueretia  M. 

Mrs.  Henderson  was  horn  in  Ross  County,  Ohio, 
Aug.  9,  1850,  and  was  three  yeavs  of  age  when  her 
parents  removed  to  Illinois.  There  she  grew  up  to 
womanhood,  and  received  in  the  days  of  youth  that 
instruction  obtainable  in  the  common  school.  Dur- 
ing the  war,  while  her  father  was  doing  duty  at  the 
front,  in  Company  E  of  the  4th  Illinois  Cavalry, 
they  resided  at  Granville,  111.  Her  father's  mili- 
tary experience  was  confined  chiefl3'  to  the  Central 
Tennessee  campaign.  At  the  time  of  the  removal 
to  Nebraska  Mr.  Henderson  was  twenty-four  years 
of  age.  There  have  been  given  to  our  subject  and 
wife  five  children,  who  have  been  named  as  fol- 
lows: Alice,  Bessie,  Frank.  Lois  and  Robert. 

Our  subject  was  the  fli-st  Moderator  of  the  dis- 
trict, and  has  since  served  for  five  years.  He  is  at 
present  School  Treasurer,  and  also  Township  Treas- 
urer. In  his  political  relations  he  is  connected  with 
the  Republican  party,  and  is  honored  and  respected 
for  his  manly,  straightforward  and  honorable  con- 
duct. In  everj'  relation  he  has  sustained  and  effort 
made,  he  has  unswervingly  followed  the  dictates  of 
his  conscientious  principles,  and  at  all  times  looked 
to  the  interests  of  the  county  and  State,  as  well  as 
those  of  more  private  limit. 

fll_^  ARVEY  O.  MASON.  The  farming  commu- 
.rjl)  nity  of  Lincoln  Township  recognizes  among 
/^^  its  members  no  better  man  than  the  subject 
>^  of  this  sketch.  He  possesses  those  social 
qualities  which  have  made  him  popular  among  his 
neighbors,  and  those  elements  of  character  devel- 
oped in  the  home  circle  which  render  him  careful 
and  conscientious  in  the  discharge  of  his  duties 
toward  his  family  and  friends  as  well  as  those  of 
public  life.  In  liis  labors  as  a  tiller  of  the  soil  he 
has  been  more  than  ordinarily  successful,  takin<'' 
the  best  advantage  of  modern    methods  and   ma- 


chinerj',  and  bringing  about  the  most  admirable 
results.  In  addition  to  general  agriculture,  he 
gives  his  attention  largely  to  stock-raising.  His 
farm,  which  is  pleasantly  located  on  section  1. 
forms  one  of  the  most  desirable  estates  of  the 
county,  being  embellished  with  good  buildings,  and 
the  land  in  a  highly  fertile  condition.  Although 
being  its  possessor  only  since  1887,  he  has  efifect.ed 
very  material  improvements  in  its  condition.  Ly- 
ing about  three  miles  from  the  city  of  Beatrice,  it 
is  consequently'  valuable,  and  will  continue  to  grow 
more  so  as  time  passes  on. 

Mr.  Mason  came  to  this  vicinity  from  Jefferson 
County,  Neb.,  where  he  was  at  one  time  the  owner 
of  five  farms,  the  land  of  which  he  mostly  re- 
deemed from  its  original  condition  through  his  own 
perseverance  and  industry.  He  has  been  a  resident 
of  Nebraska  since  18G7,  first  locating  near  the  city 
of  Omaha,  where  he  engaged  in  farming  two  and  a 
half  5-ears.  After  disposing  of  his  property  there 
at  a  good  round  sum,  he  returned  to  his  native 
.State  of  New  York,  whence  he  once  more  crossed 
the  Mississippi  and  located  in  Jefferson  County, 
this  State,  where  he  lived  until  coming  to  this 
county. 

Our  subject  w.is  born  in  Farniington  Township, 
Ontario  Co.,  N.  Y.,  March  2;"),  1841,  and  is  the  son 
of  Robinson  and  Mary  (Biandt)  M.ason,  who  were 
both  of  New  England  ancestry,  but  born,  reared 
and  married  in  Ontario  County'.  N.  Y.  There  .-ilso 
they  settled  until  after  the  birth  of  all  their  chil- 
dten,  and  in  1851.  disposing  of  their  property  in 
the  Empire  Slate  .ind  bidding  adieu  to  their  old 
friends  and  associations,  they  sought  the  wilds  of 
Columbia  County,  Wis.,  where  the3-  took  up  their 
residence,  although  the  father  as  a  lumberman  did 
business  largely  in  Portage  and  Chip[)ewa  Coun- 
ties. Later  in  life  the  parents  with  the  greater 
part  of  their  family  returned  to  their  native  State, 
and  the  father  secured  a  fine  farm  in  one  of  the 
choicest  sections  of  Monroe  Count}'.  He  had  now 
accumulated  a  fine  propert\',  and  became  inter- 
ested in  the  oil  regions  of  Pithole.  Pa.,  obtaining 
from  this  product  ample  returns  for  his  investment 
of  capital. 

The  father  of  our  subject,  finall}-  bcconn'ng  seized 
with  the  Western  fever,  started   toward  the  Rocky 
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Mountains,  and  afterward  became  interested  in  the 
gold  mines  of  Sweet  Water  Valley  in  Wyoming 
Territory.  He  was  there  engaged  successfully  for 
some  time  in  quartz  raining  and  in  the  operation 
of  a  stamping-mill.  Finally  he  returned  to  the 
Empire  State,  and  once  more  settling  on  the  farm 
in  Monroe  County,  superintended  its  operations  un- 
til he  was  stricken  down  with  paralysis,  in  March, 
1874.  He  lingered,  however,  nearly  eleven  years 
afterward,  and  eventually  passed  away  at  the  home- 
stead, Oct.  10,  1885,  when  seventy-four  years  old. 
His  mind  remained  bright  and  active  until  his 
death. 

The  mother  of  our  subject  is  still  living  with  her 
two  children  at  the  old  home  in  Monroe  Countj', 
N.  Y.,  and  although  seventy-four  years  old  is  still 
bright  and  active  in  mind  and  body.  She  is  a  lady 
of  more  than  ordinary  intelligence,  and  has  the 
general  oversight  of  her  fine  propert}-.  In  the 
midst  of  comfort  and  plenty  Mrs.  Mason  is  spending 
her  declining  years,  beloved  by  her  family  and  a 
large  circle  of  friei.ds.  In  all  the  relations  of  life 
she  has  distinguished  herself  by  that  temperance 
of  judgment  and  kindness  of  heart  which  will  be 
remembered  long  after  she  has  departed  hence. 

Harvey  0.  Mason  was  the  third  child  in  a  fam- 
ily of  five  sons  and  one  daughter,  all  of  whom  are 
living.  He  was  a  little  lad  nine  years  of  age  when 
the  family  removed  from  New  York  to  Wisconsin, 
and  remembers  many  of  the  incidents  of  settle- 
ment in  a  new  county.  He  was  there  reared  and 
educated  and  attained  his  majority.  He  accom- 
panied his  parents  upon  their  return  to  his  native 
State,  which  he  left  the  second  time  about  1867, 
while  still  a  single  man.  He  met  his  fate  in  Jeffer- 
son County,  this  State,  in  the  person  of  Miss  Jen- 
nie Shindoll,  to  whom  he  was  married  at  Ply- 
mouth, Feb.  3,  1876. 

Mrs.  Mason  was  born  in  Kalamazoo  Count3% 
Mich.,  Nov.  30,  1856,  but  when  five  years  old  her 
parents  removed  to  Racine  County,  Wis.,  where 
her  father,  Jacob  Shindoll,  purchased  a  tract  of 
land  and  engaged  successfully  in  farm  pursuits. 
Mr.  S.  after  the  outbreak  of  the  Civil  War  enlisted 
in  a  Wisconsin  regiment,  served  in  the  army  three 
years,  making  a  good  record,  and  returned  home 
in  safety.     He  is  still  living,  his  home  now  being 


in  Jefferson  Countj-,  this  State,  where  he  still  car- 
ries on  farming.  The  mother  of  Mrs.  Mason  was 
in  her  girlhood  Miss  Mary  Nilson.  The  parents 
were  natives  of  Germany.  Their  family  consisted 
of  seven  children. 

To  our  subject  and  his  es  imable  wife  there  have 
been  born  five  children,  namely:  Llewellyn  K.,  By- 
ron L.,  Frank  G.,  George  R.  and  Harvey  S.  'J"he 
eldest  is  nine  years  of  age.  and  the  youngest  one. 
They  form  a  bright  and  intelligent  group,  and  still 
continue  under  the  home  roof,  being  the  subjects 
of  careful  parental  training  and  receiving  the  edu- 
cation in  keeping  with  their  station  and  prospects 
in  life.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Mason  are  members  in  good 
standing  of  the  Congregational  Church  at  Beatrice, 
■and  Mr.  M.,  politically,  is  a  stanch  Republican.  He 
has  distinguished  himself  as  a  liberal  and  public- 
spirited  citizen,  and  to  all  enterprises  tending  to 
the  progress  and  welfare  of  the  community  he 
lends  his  cordial  and  substantial  aid.  He  is  widely 
and  favorably  known  throughout  this  section  as 
one  of  its  most  useful  and  worthy  men. 
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ILLIAM  W.  SILVERN  AIL.  Years  hence 
the  early  history  of  Southern  Nebr.aska 
will  be  valued  more  highly  perhaps  than 
at  the  present,  just  as  rewards  are  frequently  of- 
fered for  old  coins  and  other  articles  of  a  by-gone 
age,  and  the  men  who  to-day  are  building  a  record 
for  the  perusal  of  posterity,  instead  of  being  for- 
gotten will  be  recalled  by  the  thoughtful  individual, 
and  due  credit  given  for  the  manner  in  which  they 
have  labored  to  redeem  a  country  from  the  wilder- 
ness and  make  it  an  abode  of  comfort  and  luxury 
for  the  generations  coming  after  them. 

These  thoughts  involuntarily  arise  in  reflecting 
upon  the  career  of  such  a  man  as  the  subject  of 
this  sketch.  An  offshoot  of  the  Empire  State,  he 
is  of  excellent  parentage,  his  father  having  been 
John  Silvernail,  of  Columbia  County,  N.  Y.,  and 
his  mother  in  her  girlhood  Miss  Magdalena  Gard- 
ner, of  Rensselaer  County,  that  State.  After  mar- 
riage they  settled  in  the  former,  where  the  father 
carried  on  farming  for  eight  years,  and  then  re- 
moved to  Lewis  County.  Subsequently  he  changed 
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his  residence  to  Beriishire  Count3',  Mass.,  wliere  his 
death  took  place  at  the  age  of  flft_v-three  years,  in 
1859.  The  mother  only  siirviveil  her  husband  two 
years,  passing  away  in  the  spring  of  1861,  when 
fift3--six  years  old.  They  were  the  parents  of  nine 
children — Margaret,  James,  Elizabeth,  Mar3',  Will- 
iam W.,  of  our  sketch,  Leonard,  Amelia,  Sarah 
and  Annie. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  born  in  Columbia 
County,  N.  Y.,  in  December,  1834,  and  was  a  child 
one  year  old  when  his  parents  removed  to  Lewis 
Count}'.  He  completed  his  studies  in  the  common 
schools  of  Berkshire  Count3%  Mass.,  and  at  the  age 
of  twenty-one  resolved  to  seek  his  fortune  among 
the  pioneers  of  the  AVest.  Leaving  New  England, 
he  set  out  first  for  Wisconsin,  landing  in  Kenosiia  . 
County  in  the  earl^'  part  of  November,  and  began 
working  on  the  farm  of  Mr.  S.  P.  Shaw.  Here  his 
labors  were  sweetened  by  the  companionship  of 
Miss  Rebecca,  one  of  the  charming  daughters  of  the 
house,  and  the  industry  and  intelligence  of  the 
young  suitor  commending  him  to  the  g(jod  opinion 
of  her  relatives,  their  marriage  was  celelirated  some 
time  later,  Nov.  20,  1856. 

Mrs.  Rebecca  Silvernail  is  the  daughter  of 
Stephen  and  Hannah  (Hicks)  .Shaw,  a  verj'  old  and 
highly  respected  family  of  this  county,  who  are  in- 
separably connected  with  its  history,  and  the  lead- 
ing members  of  which  are  amply  represented  in 
this  volume  elsewhere.  Not  only  have  they  pl.aced 
their  sign  manual  upon  the  broad  and  fertile  prai- 
ries of  the  West,  but  generations  ago,  in  the  time 
of  the  Pilgrim  Fathers,  established  upon  the  wild 
New  England  coast,  and  there  inaugurated  the 
spirit  of  freedom  to  obtain  which  they  had  left 
their  native  land  and  dared  the  danger  both  of 
earth  and  ocean.  Those  sturd}'  spirits  after  bat- 
tling with  the  elements,  with  war,  with  savages  and 
the  other  ills  with  which  Colonists  contended,  have 
gone  to  their  reward,  but  a  posterity  has  arisen 
which  do  them  honor,  and  which,  if  the  exigencies 
of  the  times  demanded,  would  be  no  less  brave  than 
they. 

During  the  absence  of  her  husband,  who  had  gone 
to  fight  the  battles  of  his  countr}\  the  paternal 
great-grandmother  of  Mrs.  Silvernail  escaped  capt- 
ure and  death  at  the  hands  of  the  Indians  by  flee- 

4»  


ing  with  her  son  Benjamin  to  the  mountains.  After 
the  war  they  settled  in  Saratoga  County,  N.  Y., 
where  they  were  rejoined  by  the  husband  and 
father,  and  there  spent  the  remainder  of  their  days. 
That  boy  Benjamin  was  the  grandfather  of  Mrs. 
S.  He  married,  reared  a  family,  and  spent  part  of 
his  life  in  Dutchess  County.  Stei)hen  P.  was  the 
father  of  ten  children — William,  Egbert,  Margaret, 
Emily,  John  B.,  Almira.  Hannah,  Rebecca,  James 
I.  and  Stephen  V. 

Mrs.  Silvernail  was  born  in  Dutchess  County,  N. 
Y.,  Sept.  26,  1836,  where  she  lived  until  a  little 
girl  eight  years  of  age,  then  accompanied  her  par- 
ents to  Litchfield  County,  Conn.  She  attended 
school  in  both  States,  and  was  fourteen  years  old 
when  the  family  emigrated  to  Wisconsin,  in  1850. 
She  completed  her  education  in  Kenosha  County, 
the  latter  State,  and  is  of  the  opinion  that  even  at 
that  earl}'  period  in  the  historv  of  the  Badger  State 
the  school  advantages  rivaled  those  of  the  E.'ist. 
She  was  twenty  years  of  age  at  the  time  of  her 
marriage. 

In  the  spring  of  1857  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Silvernail 
concluded  to  join  the  tide  of  emigration  settling 
west  of  the  Mississipi)i,aud  in  company  with  others, 
whose  effects  were  loaded  onto  a  train  of  six  wag- 
ons, set  out  for  Southern  Nebraska.  Starting  out 
on  the  6th  of  May,  they  arrived  in  Nebraska  City 
on  the  23d  of  June,  and  crossed  the  Missouri  River. 
On  the  4th  of  July  following  they  were  on  the 
Blue  River.  Neb.  The  lands  of  the  Nemaha  Val- 
Ic}',  however,  presented  the  fairest  tract  of  country 
which  they  had  yet  found,  and  they  accordingly'  re- 
turned to  the  vicinity  of  their  present  location, 
which  they  had  passed  on  their  way  further  west. 
Mr.  Silvernail  pre-empted  160  .acres  of  land,  and 
the  family  took  up  their  abode  in  a  log  hou.se. 
The}'  remained  there  five  years,  then  sold  out.  In 
1862  they  returned  east  iis  far  as  Grundy  County, 
111.,  where  Mr.  S.  engaged  in  farming  until  18G6, 
then  came  back  to  Nebr.aska,  and  here  has  since 
been  contented  to  remain. 

The  property  of  our  subject  includes  1 60  acres 
of  thoroughly  cultivated  land,  upon  which  he  has 
effected  first-class  improvements,  good  l)uildings, 
and  the  otlier  appliances  of  the  modern  country  es- 
tate. One  of  the  most  pleasing  features  of  the  prem- 
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ises  is  Ihe  large  mi m her  of  trees  planteil  by  the 
hanrl  of  the  proprietor,  cottonwood,  maple,  white 
ash,  elm,  walnut  and  box  elder.  There  is  also  a 
fine  apple  orchard  of  150  trees,  besides  quantities 
of  the  smaller  fruits — cherries,  crabs,  plums,  grapes, 
strawberries,  gooseberries,  etc.  Under  their  flour- 
ishing roof-tree  there  have  been  born  six  bright 
children,  namel}':  Herbert,  Leonard,  Bertha,  Sadie, 
and  William  C.  (the  latter  twins),  and  an  infant 
deceased,  unnamed.  The  eldest  son,  Herbert,  mar- 
ried Miss  Minnie  Uisher.  and  is  farming  in  Adams 
Township;  they  have  one  child.  Leonard  married 
Miss  Lillie  Nevins,  and  is  following  the  trade  of 
carpenter  in  Lincoln  Center,  Kan. ;  Bertha  is  the  wife 
of  John  Galloway,  of  Adams  Township,  this  county ; 
the  other  children  are  at  home  with  their  parents. 

Mr.  Silvernail  for  a  period  of  thirty  years  was 
identified  with  the  Republican  party,  but  his  strong 
temperance  sentiments  led  him  in  1886  to  wheel 
into  the  ranks  of  the  Prohibitionists.  He  was  the 
first  Justice  of  the  Peace  elected  on  Nemaha  Creek, 
and  for  nine  years  has  officiated  as  Director  in  his 
school  district,  which  is  accredited  with  the  pos- 
session of  the  liest  school  in  the  township.  He  has 
been  sent  as  delegate  to  various  Republican  County 
Conventions,  his  sound  judgment  and  practical 
good  sense  making  him  a  valuable  aid  to  the  in- 
terests of  the  part}'  in  this  section. 

Both  our  subject  and  his  excellent  wife  have 
given  uniform  encouragement  to  the  projects  cal- 
culated to  result  to  the  liest  interests  of  their  com- 
munity, and  Mrs.  S.  has  for  many  years  been  a 
valued  member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church. 
Mr.  S.  was  a  charter  member  of  the  I.  O.  G.  T.,  and 
during  its  existence  of  fifteen  years  in  Adams  has 
occupied  its  important  offices,  and  ofHciated  as  a 
delegate  to  the  Grand  Lodge  at  Lincoln. 

ANIEL  K.  NETZLY.  Hanover  Town- 
ship has  few  more  sterling  specimens  of 
industrious,  hard-working,  intelligent,  hon- 
orable and  progressive  manhood,  than  is 
the  subject  of  the  present  sketch,  whose  home  is 
situated  on  section  G  of  the  above  township,  and 
who  operates  5G0  acres  of  agricultural  and  pastoral 


land,  divided  as  follows :  1 60  acres  of  his  own  prop- 
erty on  the  above  section,  160  on  section  7.  in  the 
same  township,  and  240  on  section  1  of  Holt  Town- 
ship. A  view  of  the  place  is  shown  in  this  con- 
nection. 

The  subject  of  our  sketch  was  born  in  Lancaster 
Township,  Lancaster  Co..  Pa.,  on  the  7th  of  Octo- 
ber, 1 846.  His  father  went  to  DuPage  County,  111., 
in  18.50,  where  he  engaged  in  agricultural  pursuits, 
and  owned  157  acres  of  land;  this  was  his  home 
until  1868,  in  which  year  he  died,  being  about  fifty- 
five  years  of  age;  his  wife  survived  him  until  the  year 
1883,  when  she  also  crossed  the  River  of  Death,  af- 
ter having  attained  the  age  of  sixty-seven  years. 
Fourteen  children  were  born  to  her,  eight  of  them 
being  boys,  and  our  subject  was  the  ninth  child. 

It  will  be  noticed  that  our  subject  was  four  3'ears 
of  age  when  he  went  to  Illinois  with  his  parents,  and 
by  the  time  he  had  reached  his  tenth  year  he  was 
already  becoming  accustomed  to  the  lighter  duties 
of  the  farm  ;  about  that  time,  however,  he  began  to 
follow  the  plow,  and  from  that  on  took  his  place  in 
all  farm  work  so  far  as  his  strength  would  allow. 
Agriculture  became  his  life  occupation,  and  is  that 
of  which  he  knows  the  most,  for  there  are  very  few 
things  about  practical  farming  with  which  he  is  not 
fully  conversant,  or  any  work  he  is  incompetent  to 
execute. 

Mr.  Netzly  continued  to  make  his  home  with 
his  parents  until  1886,  in  September  of  which  j'ear 
he  was  united  in  marriage  with  Eliza  Hartronft, 
who  was  born  in  Lancaster  County,  Pa. ;  she  was 
about  one  year  old  when  her  parents  removed  to 
Illinois,  the  date  of  her  nativity  being  May,  1847. 
There  have  been  five  children  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Netzly,  who  are  developing  such  characters  as 
promise  a  bright  future.  Their  names  are  as  fol- 
lows: Levi  H.,  Burton  G.,  Carrie  A.,  Aggie  Lucy 
and  Nora  Charlotte. 

Upon  starting  for  himself  in  Illinois,  our  subject 
rented  a  farm  and  was  very  j^rosperous.  He  came 
to  Nebraska  in  the  spring  of  1883,  and  settled  upon 
his  farm  on  section  6,  which  he  had  purchased  two 
years  previously.  He  has  greatly  improved  this 
property,  and  has  devoted  much  time  and  attention 
to  its  cultivation.  In  stock-raising,  to  which  our 
subject  has  latterly  devoted  himself  more  especially, 
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his  previous  success  Ims  not  forsiikcn  him.  He  is 
the  owner  of  fortj'-eight  head  of  graded  cattle, 
eleven  horses,  and  sixty-five  splendid  hogs. 

Mr.  Netzly  lias  not  been  prominent  in  political 
circles,  but  has,  nevertheless,  at  all  times  been  deeply 
interested  in  matters  pertaining  to  the  political  econ- 
omy of  the  State  and  Nation,  and  invariably  is  pre- 
pared to  discharge  every  duty  that  is  his  as  a 
citizen.  He  is  an  affiliate  of  the  Republican  party, 
and  has  held  the  office  of  School  Treasurer.  Both 
our  subject  and  wife  are  old  and  consistent  mem- 
bers of  the  German  Baptist  Church,  in  which  they 
are  highly  esteemed.  In  the  community  at  large 
Mr.  Netzl^'  is  quite  favorably  known,  and  highly 
esteemed  as  a  worthy,  honorable,  [irogressive  and 
valued  citizen. 
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^ESLEY  FELLERS  represents  farm  prop- 
erty in  Grant  Township  to  the  extent  of 
160  acres  of  choice  land  on  section  22. 
To  this  he  came  in  Septemljer,  1881.  commencing 
operations  thereon,  although  not  settling  here  with 
his  familj'  until  the  year  following.  He  is  an  Ohio 
man  by  birth,  his  early  home  having  been  in  Find- 
lay,  Hancock  County,  where  in  Eagle  Township  he 
was  born  Oct.  30, 1 847.  He  was  the  ehlcst  son  and 
second  child  of  his  p.arents,  Andrew  and  Sally 
(Bergman)  Fellers,  who  were  also  natives  of  the 
Buckej'e  State,  being  reared  and  married  in  Han- 
cock Count3'.  They  traced  their  ancestors  to  re- 
spectable old  Dutch  families  of  Pennsylvania,  and 
possessed  in  a  marked  degree  the  reliable  and  sub- 
stantial traits  of  their  ancestors.  The  father  of  our 
subject,  a  practical  and  well-to-do  farmer,  is  still 
living,  and  now  a  resident  of  Wood  County,  Ohio. 
The  mother  died  at  the  old  homestead  in  Hancock 
County,  in  March,  1858.  Andrew  Fellers  mar- 
ried for  his  second  wife  Miss  Elizabeth  A.  Yates, 
who  is  also  living. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  remained  a  member 
of  the  parental  household  until  reaching  his  ma- 
jority, and  in  1876  went  to  McDonough  County, 
III.,  where  he  remained  for  about  one  month.  There 
also  he  was  married  near  Colchester,  in  Januarj', 
1876,  to  Miss  Susan    Isabel  Cherry,  who 'was   born 


in  that  county,  April  20.  1  8.')G.  Her  parents,  Abram 
B.  and  Margaret  (Browuly)  Cherry,  were  natives 
of  Ohio.  The  mother  died  at  Colchester  when  a 
young  woman.  The  father  is  now  living  with  his 
second  wife,  on  a  farm  in  Saline  County,  Neb. 
Mrs.  Fellers  after  the  death  of  her  mother  was  taken 
into  the  home  of  her  aunt,  in  Saline  Count}',  this 
State,  where  she  lived  until  a  short  time  before  her 
marriage. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Fellers  after  their  marriage  settled 
in  DeWitt  Township,  Saline  County,  butlived  tliere 
only  a  short  time,  coming  thence  to  Grant  Town- 
ship. They  are  now  the  parents  of  four  children — 
AVilliam  A..  Andrew  B..  Elbert  W.  and  Edith  B. 
Our  subject  and  his  wife  are  members  in  good 
standing  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  at 
DeWitt,  taking  an  .active  interest  in  its  prosperity, 
and  contril)Uting  liberally  to  its  support.  Mr.  Fel- 
lers has  always  been  warmi}'  interested  in  the  suc- 
cess of  the  temperance  movement,  and  votes  in 
favor  of  prohibition.  He  is  a  man  of  excellent 
habits,  healthy  and  genial,  and  a  general  favorite 
among  his  neighbors.  Our  subject  has  been  a  resi- 
dent of  Nebraska  for  the  p.ist    thirteen    years. 

A  view  of  Mr.  Fellers'  farm  and  its  surroundings 
is  presented  on  an  accomp.anying  page. 
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^^^EORGE  A.  CLOPINE.  Among  the  early 
[(( ^f  settlers  and  valued  citizens  of  Ilighiaud 
^^JS!  Township,  few,  if  any,  surpass  the  gentle- 
man whose  biograph}'  is  herein  sketched,  who  is 
a  most  worthy  representative  of  the  German- 
American  citizen,  than  which  there  are  none  more 
desirable  as  a  class.  Our  subject  was  born  upon 
the  Nth  of  August.  1841,  in  the  beautiful  town  of 
Baden-Baden.  He  is  the  son  of  Jacob  and  Caro- 
line Clopine,  natives  of  the  same  Emi)irc.  They 
are  the  parents  of  five  children,  and  of  these  our 
subject  is  the  eldest  son. 

Mr.  Clopine  received  the  rudiments  of  his  edu- 
cation in  his  native  country,  sujjplementing  it  by 
study  in  the  common  schools  of  this  country,  so 
that  he  is  possessed  of  a  fair  education  in  the  dual 
languages.  When  nine  years  of  age  it  was  his  mis- 
fortune to  lose  his  mother  by  dealii,  a  loss  at  such 
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an  age  irreparable.  Not  long  after  this  liereave- 
ment  his  father  emigrated  to  this  country,  locating 
in  Scioto  County,  Ohio.  In  .Januarj-,  1854,  being 
then  about  thirteen  years  of  age,  our  subject  took 
passage  in  a  sailing-vessel,  and  after  an  ocean  voy- 
age of  thirty-five  days  he  landed  in  New  York 
City,  immediately  went  West,  and  joined  his  father 
in  the  above  county,  and  there  made  his  home  un- 
til he  reached  his  twenty-first  year,  being  engaged 
during  that  time  in  farming  and  mining. 

In  August  of  1861  our  subject  enlisted  in  Com- 
pany C,  53d  Ohio  Infantrj',  which  became  part  of 
the  15th  Army  Corps,  which  was  attached  to  the 
Army  of  the  Tennessee.  In  Ibis  our  subject  served 
throughout  the  Atlanta  campaign,  fought  in  the 
battles  of  Shiloh,  Corinth,  Vicksburg,  etc.,  helped 
to  swell  the  numbers  of  the  heroes  who  took 
part  in  the  famous  march  of  Sherman,  was  one  of 
the  campaigners  in  the  Carolinas,  and  was  within 
five  days'  march  of  Richmond  when  it  surrendered. 
His  military  experience  was  finished  by  the  grand 
review  at  Washington,  after  which  he  was  honor- 
ably discharged  at  Little  Rock,  Ark.  His  constitu- 
tion being  quite  undermined  by  the  various 
viscissitudes  and  exposures  incidental  to  this  period, 
and  being  incapacitated  for  labor  through  chronic 
rheumatism  contracted  from  the  above  causes,  he 
receives  a  liberal  pension  from  the  Government. 

Our  subject  returned  to  Ohio  from  Washington, 
and  in  October  of  the  same  year,  viz :  1865,  he 
was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Elizabeth  Fry. 
This  lady  is  a  native  of  Scioto  County,  and  was 
born  on  the  19th  of  January,  1846,  to  Bernhard 
and  Angeline  Fry,  both  of  them  natives  of  Han- 
over, Germany.  They  emigrated  to  America  in 
the  year  1 840,  and  settled  first  in  Scioto  County, 
and  subsequently  in  Pike  County  of  the  same  State. 
In  this  latter  Mrs.  Clopine  was  brought  up,  and  in 
its  schools  received  her  education.  Of  this  union 
there  have  been  born  five  children,  viz:  John  W., 
who  was  born  on  the  16th  of  May,  1867;  Samuel 
D.,  on  the  21st  of  June,  1871;MaryA.,  on  the  4th 
of  December,  1873;  George  W.,  April  19,  1875; 
and  Logan,  Sept.  27,  1886. 

Immediately  after  his  marriage  our  subject  re- 
moved to  Southeastern  Missouri,  and  there  made 
his  home  until  the  spring  of  1872,  during  that  time 
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being  engaged  in  farming.  At  the  end  of  that 
period  he  came  to  Gage  County,  and  homesleaded 
160  acres  of  land,  being  the  northeastern  quarter- 
section  of  section  14  of  Highland  Township.  No 
one  who  has  not  had  the  actual  experience  can  ever 
grasp  the  meaning  of  the  word  pioneer  life ;  no  one 
can  appreciate  its  difHciilties,  hardships,  trials,  in- 
conveniences and  disappointments.  Nevertheless, 
our  subject  has  endured  and  labored  and  overcome, 
and  to-day  he  is  the  owner  of  as  fine  a  farm,  in  as 
high  a  state  of  efflciencj'  and  as  thoroughly  culti- 
vated, as  perhaps  any  in  the  county.  All  of  this  is 
due  to  his  own  intelligent,  indomitable,  assiduous 
effort,  continuously  inspired  and  enthused  by  the 
affectionate  devotion  of  his  faithful  companion  in 
life. 

Our  subject  and  his  estimable  wife  are  both 
members  of  the  Church  of  God,  Mr.  Clopine  hav- 
ing served  in  the  office  of  Deacon  for  several  years, 
and  also  in  that  of  Assistant  Sunday-school  Super- 
intendent. For  three  3'ears  he  held  the  appointment 
of  Moderator  of  the  School  Board  in  his  dis- 
trict. In  his  political  sentiments  and  sympathies 
our  subject  is  one  with  the  Republican  party,  at 
the  same  time  he  is  not  an  active  politician.  In 
each  and  every  one  of  the  above  circles  and  rela- 
tionships, religious,  social  and  political,  our  sub- 
ject is  highly  esteemed,  as  is  also  his  wife,  and  they 
enjoy  the  cordial  good  feeling  and  best  wishes  of 
all,  and  there  are  none  who  can  more  appreciate 
the  extension  of  the  same. 

SAAC  LAMB.  One  of  the  best  situated  and 
most  productive  farms  in  Blakely  Township  is 
that -of  Mr.  Lamb,  who  in  1870  entered  on 
section  22  the  land  which  now  forms  his  farm,  and 
is  120  acres  in  extent.  Since  the  time  he  settled 
upon  it,  when  it  was  in  nowise  different  to  the  prai- 
rie around  it,  he  has,  by  diligent,  persevering,  in- 
telligent effort,  transformed  it  into  a  very  garden 
of  productiveness,  utilizing  everj^  part  and  making 
it  subservient  to  his  labor.  In  addition  to  this 
property  he  is  the  owner  of  forty  acres  on  section  20. 
Previous  to  his  settlement  as  above,  our  subject 
resided  in  Iowa,  which  had  been  his  home  from  the 
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yenv  1  r(.")l.  and  fioni  that  time  until  1SC5  he  resi<1ecl 
in  Million  County,  and  tlien  until  his  final  cxoflus 
from  the  Stiite  in  Warren  Count}'.  His  chosen  call- 
ing was  that  of  a  carpenter  and  builder,  which  was, 
however,  supplemented  b}'  farming  to  some  extent. 
He  is  a  native  of  Ohio,  and  w.is  born  in  Richland 
County  of  that  State,  upon  the  tUh  of  July,  1S31. 
The  father  of  our  subject,  Lawrence  Lamb,  was  a 
Virginian  by  nativity,  and  as  he  grew  to  manhood 
adopted  as  his  chosen  occupation  agricultural  pur- 
suits. He  was  educated  and  brought  up  in  the 
Buckeye  State,  and  shortly  after  attaining  man's 
estate  became  the  husband  of  Martha  Bnrch,  like- 
wise a  native  of  Virginia,  but  from  childhood  an 
inhabitant  of  Ohio.  Their  family  included  six  sons 
and  four  daughters,  our  subject  being  the  youngest 
but  one,  but  of  these  there  are  now  only  four  liv- 
ing. Mr.  Lamb,  Sr.,  died  at  his  home  in  Richland 
County  when  fifty  years  of  age,  when  our  subject 
was  but  six  years  of  age.  His  wife  survived  him 
manj'  years,  and  died  in  Morrow  County,  at  the  age 
of  eighty  years. 

Our  subject  was  reared  in  his  native  State,  and 
remained  there  working  upon  the  farm  until  he 
started  for  the  West,  locating  in  Iowa.  It  was 
while  a  resident  of  Marion  County  that  he  became 
acquainted  with  Miss  Isabella  McElroy,  and  was 
attracted  to  her  by  that  subtle  magnetism,  real, 
powerful,  indefinable  and  unseen,  that  is  the  adhe- 
sive force  of  the  home  and  State,  and  was  united 
with  her  in  wedlock  on  the  7th  of  December,  1854. 
This  lady  is  the  daughter  of  John  and  Mary  A. 
(Watt)  Mct^lroy.  Her  father  was  born  in  Penn- 
sylvania, of  Irish  parentage;  her  mother,  in  "Erin's 
Isle."  They  were  married  and  settled  in  Pennsyl- 
vania, but  after  a  few  years  migrated  to  Ohio,  and 
in  1850  removed  to  Marion  County,  then  just  be- 
ing opened  up.  Later  in  life  they  went  to  Warren 
County,  Iowa,  and  there  reside  at  present.  Her 
father  lias  reached  the  very  advanced  age  of  ninety- 
two  years,  her  mother  that  of  eighty-three.  All 
their  lives  they  have  been  devoted  and  consistent 
members  of  the  United  Presbyterian  Church. 

Mrs.  Lamb  made  her  home  with  her  parents  un- 
til the  time  of  her  marriage;  she  was  born  in  Trum- 
bull County,  Ohio,  on   the  28th   of  March,  1832. 
'    Her  education  was  commenced  in  the  usual   institu- 


tion when  she  was  about  eiglit  years  of  age,  and 
continued  until  she  complettwl  the  course  of  in- 
struction. At  home  her  mother  trained  her  fully 
in  all  matters  of  household  duties,  cares  and  re- 
sponsibilities, and  the  lesult  thereof  has  been  ob- 
tained in  the  increased  happiness  and  freedom  from 
friction  in  her  own  home  since  marriiige.  There 
have  been  five  children  born  to  our  subject,  whose 
names  are  recorded  as  follows:  Martha  A.,  Mar}'  .)., 
John  L.,  Emma  S.  and  William  J.  Mary  died  when 
about  two  years  of  age;  M.-irtha  is  now  Mrs.  Ed- 
ward Bartlett  (see  sketch  of  Mr.  Bartlett) ;  John  is 
a  resident  of  Jefferson  County,  this  Stale,  where  he 
has  a  fine  farm  of  120  acres;  he  is  the  husband  of 
Ella  Thompson.  The  two  younger  members  of  the 
family  are  still  at  home,  William  operating  the  farm 
and  his  sister  taking  charge  of  the  household. 

This  interesting  family  are  greatly  respected  in 
the  community  on  account  of  their  success  in  life 
and  thejr  high  standard  of  character,  loyalty,  and 
S3-mpathy  with  every  enterprise  and  i)roject  that 
promises  to  benefit  and  advance  the  interest  of  the 
community.  Mr.  Lamb  is  very  deeply  interested 
in  all  political  questions,  and  is  an  affiliate  of  the 
Republican  party. 


JOSEPH  WINDLE.  Among  the  pioneers  of 
Nemaha  Township  there  are  few  who  have 
been  more  deeply  interested  and  earnestly 
anxious  for  its  advancement  than  he  who  is 
the  subject  of  this  sketch,  now  a  prosperous  farmer 
upon  section  8.  He  is  the  son  of  Abraham  and 
Mary  Ann  Windle,  natives  of  Virginia,  where  their 
family  chronology  is  clearly  traceable  for  seven  or 
eight  generations.  The  grandfather  upon  the  ma- 
ternal side  (Bubeek)  was  in  the  War  of  1812,  and 
served  as  a  private  tlirougliout  the  campaign. 

The  parents  of  our  subject  were  married  in  their 
native  State,  where  the  father  had  a  good  farm  and 
was  quite  prosperous.  In  1 839,  however,  he  sold 
his  property  and  to(;k  a  tract  of  timber  land  in 
Ohio,  and  erected  the  primitive  log  cabin,  clear- 
ing his  farm  tree  by  tree  and  acre  by  acre.  Here 
they  made  their  home  until  the  year  1870,  when 
he  died,  aged  seventy-seven  jears.    His  widow  still 
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resides  in  Putnam  County.  Oiiio,  and  is  sixty-nine 
years  of  age.  Mr.  Windle,  Sr.,  was  twice  married, 
and  by  the  first  union  became  the  parent  of  five 
children,  and  by  his  second,  with  Miss  Bubecif, 
his  family  was  increased  by  ten  others,  whose 
names  are  recorded  as  follows:  By  first  wife,  Will- 
iam, Immanuel,  Cornelius,  James  H.  and  Isaac.  By 
second  :  Jacob  and  Abraham  (twins)  ;  Samuel  died 
in  infancy;  Joseph,  Eliza,  David,  John,  Mary  A., 
Rachel  C.  and  Amanda  A. 

Our  subject  was  born  on  the  7th  of  January,  1837, 
in  Shenandoah  County,  Va.  He  was  two  years  of 
age  when  his  family  removed  to  Ohio,  and  it  was 
in  the  latter  State  that  he  received  the  fonndation 
of  his  education,  which  was  commenced  when  he 
was  twelve  years  of  age.  AVhen  about  twenty 
years  of  age  he  went  with  his  brother  Jacob  to  Illi- 
nois and  worked  fur  about  two  years  in  McLean 
County,  and  then  returned  home  to  Ohio. 

In  the  year  1859  our  subject  became  the  husband 
of  Miss  Sarah  Elizabeth  Murfild,  the  daughter  of 
George  W.  and  Hannah  (Baker)  Murflld,  who  were 
natives  of  Maryland  and  New  York  respectively. 
Grandfather  Murfild  was  one  of  the  heroes  of  1812, 
and  was  wounded  to  complete  disablement  while  in 
that  service.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Murfild  settled  in  Frank- 
lin County,  and  were  married  there  in  1839 ;  he  died 
at  the  age  of  fifty  years,  on  the  28th  of  February, 
1881,  at  his  son's  in  Indiana.  His  widow  still  lives  in 
Delaware  County,  and  has  reached  the  advanced 
age  of  sixty-eight.  She  was  the  parent  of  twelve 
children,  whose  names  are  recorded  as  follows :  Sa- 
rah E.,  William,  Mary  A.,  Daniel,  Corella,  Ellen, 
Tilda,  George,  Phebe,  Johnny  (deceased),  Imman- 
uel and  Martha. 

The  wife  of  our  subject  was  born  in  Franklin 
County,  Ohio,  July  13,  1840,  at  the  homestead, 
which  was  situated  on  the  banks  of  the  Scioto 
River,  She  made  her  home  until  the  time  of  her 
marriage,  however,  with  her  grandparents,  who  su- 
perintended the  process  of  her  education  and  gave 
her  the  best  that  was  obtainable  in  the  common 
school  of  that  time,  and  were  delighted  by  the  men- 
tal power  manifested  during  this  process,  and  the 
revelation  of  the  many  beautiful  traits,  character- 
istics, qualities  and  graces  that  first  attracted  our 
subject  to  her,  and  have  ever  since  secured  to  her 


the  first  and  highest  place  in  his  life.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Windle  settled  in  Ohio,  and  previous  to  our  sub- 
ject's enlistment  became  the  parents  of  three  chil- 
dren. Their  family,  however,  in  all  numbered 
twelve  children,  whose  names  are  as  appended: 
Ellen  J.,  Charley  (deceased),  Joseph  E.,  Joshua 
M.,  Amanda  A.  (deceased),  George  W.,  Clara  O., 
Martha  A.  (deceased),  Alvina,  Flora  and  John  F. 
(both  deceased),  and  James  H. 

Of  the  children  of  our  subject,  Ellen  J.  was  mar- 
ried to  Frank  Shelt,  and  is  resident  in  Fillmore 
County,  Neb.,  where  he  has  a  well-cultivated  farm ; 
they  are  the  parents  of  three  children,  who  have 
been  named  Bertha  B.,  Bessie  P.  and  Mabel  O. 
Joseph  E.  became  the  husband  of  Miss  Addie 
Houk;  he  also  is  one  of  Fillmore  County's  rising 
farmers.  They  are  the  parents  of  one  child,  who 
has  received  the  name  Ethel  Belle.  The  remain- 
der of  the  children  are  at  home  and  engaged  in 
school  or  farm  duties. 

The  military  experience  of  our  subject  began  in 
1864,  when  he  enlisted  in  Company  K,  of  the  136th 
Ohio  Infantry,  and  was  mustered  into  service  at 
Camp  Chase  and  departed  for  Washington  City. 
His  term  of  service  was  for  100  days.  The  first 
two  weeks  of  service  were  spent  in  Ft.  Ellsworth, 
from  there  his  regiment  was  sent  to  Ft.  Wood, 
thence  sent  to  Ft.  Farnsworth,  where  the  major  part 
of  his  term  of  service  was  spent.  Thence  he  was 
brought  back  to  Camp  Chase,  mustered  out  and 
honorably  discharged,  returned  home  and  resumed 
his  farm  work. 

In  1872  our  subject  removed  from  Ohio,  and 
arrived  at  Bennet,  Neb.,  in  April  of  that  year, 
although  he  had  visited  and  prospected  the  pre- 
vious fall,  and  was  so  delighted  with  the  outlook 
that  upon  his  return  he  sold  his  property  in  Ohio, 
as  above  intimated,  and  began  a  new  life  in  a  new 
country.  He  purchased  from  Mr  Clough  a  home- 
stead of  160  acres  in  extent  for  the  sum  of  $250, 
aud  from  that  time,  despite  some  adverse  circum- 
stances and  difficulties  incidental  to  life  under 
the  most  favorable  conditions,  he  has  been  more 
than  usually  successful.  His  home  is  very  pleas- 
antly situated  and  is  abundantly  supplied  with 
shade  trees,  while  not  far  distant  from  it  is  an 
exceptionally    fine  grove,  comprising  ash,  walnut. 
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box-elder  and  cottonwood  trees.  Tlie  garden  and 
fields  of  the  farm  are  bounded  by  well-trimmed 
hedges,  adding  much  to  the  picturesqueness  of  the 
situation.  The  whole  of  the  farm  is  well  improved, 
and  has  been  brought  to  a  very  high  state  of  agri- 
cultural perfection. 

Mr.  AVindle  has  from  the  first  been  energetic  in 
projects  for  the  advancement  of  the  community. 
Shortly  after  arrival  he  succeeded  in  effecting  the 
organization  of  a  school  district,  and  was  also  en- 
ergetic in  the  organization  of  the  township,  of  which 
he  was  the  first  Justice  of  the  Peace.  Oui-  subject  and 
wife  are  very  consistent  and  active  members  of  the 
Meserveville  Methodist  Church.  The3'  have  always 
been  deeply  in  earnest  in  religious  matters,  and  active 
workers  in  the  cause.  The  first  service  held  and  ser- 
mon preached  in  Nemaha  Township  were  at  the  home 
of  our  subject,  a  primitive  sod  house,  but  withal 
comfortable  and  bright.  The  preacher  was  the 
Rev.  Hull,  of  Adams.  His  text  was  "  Despise  not 
the  time  of  small  things,"  from  which  he  preaclied 
an  appropriate  and  telling  sermon  to  an  audience 
that  more  than  filled  the  house,  many  of  whom  had 
come  a  distance  of  about  ten  miles.  These  things 
speak  with  no  uncertain  sound  the  inclination,  desire, 
character  and  tendencies  of  our  subject  and  wife, 
and  render  further  remark  unnecessary.  In  regard 
to  political  and  Governmental  questions  our  subject 
is  in  sympathy  with  the  Republican  party  and  usually 
supports  that  cause,  but  never  at  the  sacrifice  of 
what  he  believes  to  be  the  right. 


WARREN  E.  CHITTENDEN.  The  farming 
community  of  Highland  Township  contains 
few  more  popular  or  responsible  men  than 
the  subject  of  this  sketch.  A  farmer  and  stock- 
r&iser  of  ample  means,  he  is  comfortably  located 
on  section  19,  where  he  has  160  acres  of  land  with 
good  buildings,  and  all  the  other  appliances  neces- 
sary to  the  comfort  and  success  of  the  modern 
agriculturist. 

A  native  of  Lake  County,  111.,  our  subject  was 
born  July  12,  1853,  and  is  the  son  of  John  and 
Sarah  (Esty)  Chittenden,  the  former  a  native  of 
New  York  State  and  the  latter  of   Massachusetts. 


After  marriage  they  settled  in  Illinois,  where  they 
still  live.  Myron  Chittenden,  the  paternal  grand- 
father of  our  subject,  traced  his  ancestry'  to  Scot- 
land. The  first  representative  of  the  family  crossed 
the  Atlantic  prior  to  the  Revolutionary  War,  set- 
tling in  New  England.  Myron  left  his  native  hills 
when  a  j'oung  man,  and  subsequently'  enlisted  .i,s  a 
soldier  in  the  War  of  1812.  When  the  conflict  was 
ended  he  settled  in  New  Y'ork  State,  and  there  mar- 
ried and  reared  his  family.  He  spent  his  last  daj'S 
in  Lake  County,  111. 

John  Chittenden  in  early  manhood  was  married 
to  Miss  Sarah  Esty,  and  they  became  the  parents 
of  a  large  family  of  children,  eight  of  whom  are 
surviving,  and  of  whom  Warren  E.  is  the  eldest. 
The  next  brother,  Charles,  is  farming  in  I'ratt 
County,  Kan.;  Sarah  J.  is  the  wife  of  Edward  Hey- 
decker,  of  Lake  County,  111.,  where  the  next  brother, 
Ralph,  is  also  sojourning;  Nellie,  Mrs.  William 
Cleveland,  is  a  resident  of  Chicago,  111.;  Alice, 
George  and  Mamie  are  in  Lake  County,  III.  The 
parents  of  our  subject  were  numbered  among  the 
early  pioneers  of  Lake  County,  ill.,  where  they  took 
up  their  abode  about  1847,  and  where  they  have 
lived  for  a  period  of  over  forty  years.  They  are 
about  sixty  years  of  age,  and  as  the  result  of  goodly 
lives  and  correct  habits  arc  still  in  possession  of 
much  of  the  activity  of  their  youth.  W.  E.  Chit- 
tenden when  a  young  man  learned  the  miller's  trade 
from  his  father,  and  worked  with  the  latter  for  a 
number  of  yeiu's.  He  also  assisted  his  father  on 
the  farm,  and  subsequenll}'  niaile  agriculture  his 
chief  calling. 

The  subject  of  this  history  was  given  a  good 
practical  education,  and  early  in  life  commenced  to 
lay  his  plans  for  the  future.  Among  the  most  im- 
portant of  these  was  the  estidjiishnient  of  a  home  of 
his  own,  and  he  was  accordingly  married,  in  Lake 
County,  111.,  July  4,  1876,  to  Miss  Emma  Pitman, 
who  was  born  there  Feb.  14,  1858.  The  parents  of 
Mrs.  Chittenden,  Frank  and  Sarah  (Squires)  Pit- 
man, are  natives  of  England  and  Canada  respect- 
ively, whence  they  removed  to  Illinois  about  1855, 
and  are  still  residents  of  Lake  County.  There 
were  bom  to  them  eight  children,  seven  of  whom 
aie  living:  Emma,  Mrs.  C,  was  the  eldest;  Anna 
is  the  wife  of  Joseph  Karr,  of  Antioch,  111. ;  Charles 
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is  farming  in  CoiUand,  this  State,  and  Frederick  in 
tiie  vicinity  of  Antiocii,  III. ;  Franlc  continues  in  his 
native  county  in  Illinois,  where  also  are  the  two 
youngest,  Nettie  and  Warren. 

The  six  children  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Chittenden 
were  born  as  follows:  Charles  W.,  July  22,  1878; 
Pearl  A.,  May  7,  1880;  Frank,  Dec.  25,  1882; 
William  G.,  Aug.  26,  1884;  Edward  J.,  Nov.  20, 
1886,  and  Frederick  C,  Oct.  25,  1887.  Our  sub- 
ject came  with  his  family  to  this  county  in  the 
spring  of  1878,  and  purchased  eighty  acres  of  land 
from  the  Burlington  &  Missouri  River  Railroad 
Company  at  $6.25  per  acre.  Upon  it  stood  poor 
buildings,  and  in  the  cultivation  of  the  soil  he  com- 
menced practically  on  first  principles.  He  has 
made  goo<l  headwaj',  and  besides  bringing  his  first 
purchase  to  a  good  state  of  cultivation,  added  to  it 
until  he  now  has  a  quarter-section,  all  of  which  is 
in  a  productive  condition.  He  was  exceedingly 
fortunate  in  his  choice  of  a  wife  and  helpmate.  Mrs. 
Chittenden  having  stood  bravely  by  her  husband's 
side  during  his  labors  and  struggles,  sharing  in  his 
toils  and  privations.  She  amply  deserves  the  rec- 
ognition which  he  generously  tenders  her,  and 
which  is  too  often  withheld  from  those  who  most 
justly  merit  it. 

Mr.  Chittenden  uniformly  votes  the  straight 
Republican  ticket,  and  has  served  as  School  Director 
in  his  district.  They  enjoj'  the  friemlshipof  a  wide 
circle  of  acquaintances,  and  the  hospitalities  of  their 
pleasant  home  are  shared  with  the  best  people  of 
their  locality. 

^[L^ON.  JOHN  M.  WARDLAW.  Modern  his- 
jrTjlj  tory  knows  but  one  Republic;  but  one 
J^^  people  capable  of  governing  themselves,  and 
(^  that  is  America.  France  cannot  compare; 
it  is  a  Republic  in  name  only ;  its  people  are  not  yet 
arrived  at  that  condition  necessary  to  self-govern- 
ment. In  the  present  biographical  compendium  is 
presented  a  brief  history  of  one  who  has  been 
selected  by  an  intelligent  community,  and  has  been 
honored  by  their  placing  in  his  hands  the  authority 
to  represent  them  in  their  Government,  and  who 
has  added  to  that  honor  that  of  a  faithful,  intelli- 


gent and  consistent  service  in  the  ofHce,  and  strict 
fidelity  to  the  trust  reposed  in  him. 

Of  the  ancestors  of  our  subject  little  is  known, 
excepting  tliat  they  were  Scotch.  The  great-grand- 
father of  our  subject  was  the  first  of  the  family  to 
come  to  America.  He  made  his  home  in  Virginia 
until  his  death.  The  father  of  our  subject  was  a 
farmer  and  merchant,  and  migrated  to  Kentucky, 
and  while  there  went  to  Ohio  and  was  united  in 
marriage  with  Miss  Dickey,  a  daughter  of  William 
Dickey,  a  prominent  anti-slavery  advocate,  a  cousin 
of  T.  Lyle  Dickey,  of  Illinois.  • 

The  father  of  our  subject  was  a  slave-holder,  but 
his  wife  had  been  educated  to  a  diametrically 
opposite  idea,  and  largely  through  her  influence  in 
the  year  1843  they  removed  to  Putnam  County, 
111.,  in  1844  he  giving  each  of  his  slaves  free 
papers.  In  Kentucky  he  had  dealt  largely  in  live 
stock,  and  was  very  prosperous  in  every  regard. 
Upon  removal  to  Illinois  he  rapidly  became  one  of 
the  leading  citizens  of  the  community,  and  one  of 
its  most  wealthy  citizens.  He  was  quite  active  in 
political  affairs,  and  served  as  Sheriff  of  the  county 
for  two  consecutive  terms,  having  previously  rep- 
resented in  a  most  able  manner  his  district  in  the 
State  Legislature,  besides  holding  minor  offices. 

The  mother  of  our  subject  departed  this  life  in 
the  year  1844,  leaving  seven  children,  whose  names 
are  found  in  the  family  record  as  follows:  William 
D.,  of  Frontier  County,  Neb.,  who  died  in  March, 
1888,  aged  sixty-three  years;  Andrew  F.,  owner 
of  an  extensive  sheep  farm  in  Washington  Terri- 
tory;  Martha  J.,  the  wife  of  J.  M.  Steele,  of  this 
township;  James  R.,  a  prosperous  farmer  in  Hills- 
dale, Iowa;  our  subject;  Mary  E.,  relict  of  R.  W. 
Moore,  and  resident  in  White  City,  Kan..  andArte- 
missa  D.,  now  Mrs.  Edward  Smith,  of  Cortland,  in 
this  State.  Mr.  Wardlaw,  Sr.,  was  married  a  second 
time,  the  lady  being  Mrs.  Martha  McClung,  nee 
Moore.  He  came  to  Nebraska  in  1878,  and  died 
Aug.  18,  1882. 

Our  subject  was  five  years  of  age  when  the  family 
removed  to  Illinois,  and  received  his  education  in 
the  Granville  Academy  of  Putnam  Count3^  and 
quite  early  in  life  began  to  assist  in  the  store  of  his 
father,  and  the  postal  duties.  In  1861  he  enlisted 
in  the  20th  Regimental  Band,  and  serveci  fourteen    , 
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nionllis  as  a  nuisieian,  his  instrument  lieing  a  "15 
flat  "  cornet.  He  was  present  at  the  battles  of  Fts. 
Henrj'  and  Donelson,  Shiloh,  and  tlie  siege  of  Cor- 
inth, and  was  mustered  out  liy  the  general  order 
from  Washington,  which  mustered  out  all  militar3' 
bands.  He  thereupon  returned  to  Putnam  County 
and  assisted  his  father  in  the  duties  of  his  farm. 
The  brothers  of  our  subject,  four  in  number,  who  en- 
listed al)out  the  same  time,  went  through  the  greater 
part  of  the  war. 

On  the  IGthof  October,  1865,  our  subject  was 
united  in  marriage,  at  Rochester,  N.  Y.,  with  Miss 
Antoinette  (Smith,  a  native  of  New  York,  and 
a  daughter  of  B.  H.  and  Philena  (Mortin)  Smith. 
After  his  marriage  our  subject  took  up  his  residence 
near  Granville,  Putnam  Count}',  with  the  exception 
of  one  year  spent  in  Vermilion  County,  until  l.STl, 
when  he  came  to  Nebraska  and  purchased  160  acres 
of  unimproved  land,  and  has  so  far  prospered  as  to 
be  able  to  purchase  an  additional  eighty  acres,  and 
has  erected  a  fine,  well-situated  and  commodious 
dwelling.  His  farm  is  operated  upon  the  line  of 
general  farming,  with  most  gratifying  results. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Wardlaw  are  the  parents  of  seven 
children,  who  have  received  the  names  here  ap- 
pended :  Carrie,  now  the  wife  of  George  Weiser,  of 
Cortland,  Neb.;  John  J.,  James  G.,  Philena  D., 
William  H.,  J.  Vivian  and  Emma.  The  younger 
members  of  the  family  are  still  making  their  home 
with  their  parents.  This  interesting  fann'ly  are  every- 
where respected  and  admired,  which  is  probably 
due  to  the  fact  of  their  high  sense  of  moral  duty 
and  opportunity,  which  is  developing  in  the  mem- 
bers of  their  family  circle  those  characteristics 
which  make  men  and  women  honored,  beloved  and 
trusted. 

Our  subject  is  a  member  of  the  local  body  of  the 
G.  A.  R.  and  Knights  of  Pythias,  in  both  circles 
being  received  with  that  respect  which,  as  Ameri- 
cans, his  fellow-citizens  give  to  one  they  admire 
and  esteem.  In  political  matters  he  has  always 
been  deeply  interested  and  earnestly  active.  He 
has  served  as  Justice  of  the  Peace  for  ten  years, 
and  has  also  represented  his  district  in  the  Legisla- 
ture. Besides  this  he  has  been  several  times  called 
upon  to  assist  in  the  township  elections,  more  es- 
pecially at  the  election  of  Hon.  A.  S.  Paddock  to 


the  United  States  Senate.  During  his  term  of 
office  our  subject  succeeded  in  securing  an  appro- 
priation of  ^22,000  fora  public  building  at  Beatrice. 
Such  deeds  make  their  own  mark,  and  are  indelible 
in  the  hearts  and  minds  of  the  people  who  are  in- 
terested, for  bj"  it  unknown  thousands  will  be 
helped  and  interested   for  good. 

HOMAS  MAGUIRE  is  an  enterprising  young 

§  farmer,  residing  on  section  1.5,  Island  Grtjve 
Township,  where  he  has  a  fine  farm  of  eiglity 
acres.  He  was  born  in  Brooklyn,  N.  Y.,  on  the 
19th  of  November,  1854,  and  remained  at  home 
until  he  was  twenty-four  years  of  age.  Ilis  father, 
John  Maguire,  was  born  in  Ireland,  in  the  year 
1819,  and  in  June,  1845,  he  came  to  New  York. 
He  remained  in  that  State  for  ten  years,  after  which 
he  went  to  DeKalb  County,  III.,  and  there  engjiged 
in  farming,  making  his  home  in  DeKalb  and  Boone 
Counties  for  ten  years.  In  1868  he  came  to  this 
State,  and  took  a  homestead  of  160  acres  on  sec- 
tion 26,  Island  Grove  Township,  this  county.  He 
has  made  many  improvements  on  his  land,  and  is 
now  comfortably  situated. 

The  mother  of  our  subject  was  Alice  (Talon) 
Maguire,  who  was  born  in  Ireland  in  1830,  and 
came  to  America  in  the  year  1845.  In  184G  she 
was  united  in  marriage  with  the  father  of  our  sub- 
ject, by  which  union  the}'  have  a  family  of  seven 
children,  ail  of  whom  are  now  living,  and  are 
named  John,  AVilliam.  Thomas,  James,  Albert. 
Frances  and  Charles.  The  children  are  married, 
and  two  of  them  make  their  homes  in  this  county. 
Our  subject  is  the  third  child  of  the  family,  and 
came  to  this  count}'  with  his  parents,  buying  his 
present  farm  in  the  year  1883.  He  now  has  it  ail 
in  a  finely  improved  condition,  with  a  neat  and  at- 
tractive dwelling,  and  the  necessary  farm  buihlings 
and  fences.  When  lie  purchased  his  farm  he  paid 
15  an  acre,  but  his  improvements  have  increased 
its  value  to  many  times  that  amount.  He  makes 
a  specialty  of  raising  grain,  and  the  breeding  of 
live  stock. 

In  1878  our  subject  was  united  in  marriage  with 
Miss  Anna  Mc^'ey,  who  is  a   daugliicr  of    Reuben 
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and  Mary  (Maushury)  MeVey,  and  was  born  on 
the  'iOMi  of  January,  1864,  in  Iowa.  Her  parents  were 
natives  of  Ohio,  who  removed  to  Iowa,  but  are  now 
residing  in  Pawnee  County,  Neb.  By  their  mar- 
riage our  subject  and  his  wife  are  now  the  parents 
of  three  bright  and  interesting  chihlren,  to  whom 
they  have  given  tlie  names  of  Delbert,  Lula  and 
Nellie.  Mrs.  M.iguire  is  au  amiable  and  attractive 
lady,  and  by  her  cheerful  and  inspiring  presence, 
and  the  careful  management  of  her  home,  she 
proves  herself  a  faithful  and  devoted  helpmate  to 
our  subject,  and  assists  him  by  her  kindly  advice 
in  the  successful  management  of  his  farm  labor. 
He  is  energetic  and  industrious,  and  has  made  a 
fair  start  toward  accnmul.ating  an  ample  fortune 
for  the  maintenance  of  his  family.  While  Mr.  Ma- 
guire  affiliates  with  the  Republican  organization, 
he  is  sufficiently  non-partisan  to  vote  for  the 
candidates  whom  he  believes  best  qualified  for 
office,  no   matter  to  which  party  they  belong. 


ON.  HENRY  H.  SILVER.  The  name  of 
III  P.I  this  gentleman  is  universally  recognized 
•l^^y^y  throughout  Highland  Township  and  vicinit3' 
as  that  of  one  of  its  representative  citizens, 
and  one  closely  identified  with  its  farming  and  busi- 
ness interests.  He  makes  a  specialty  of  stock-rais- 
ing, and  operates  successfully  a  fine  farm,  400  acres 
in  extent,  pleasantl}'  located  on  section  6,  range 
6.  A  native  of  Cuyahoga  County,  Ohio,  he  was 
born  July  29,  1838,  and  is  the  son  of  Amos  and 
Matilda  (Spencer)  Silver,  who  were  also  natives  of 
the  Buckeye  State. 

The  branch  of  the  Silver  family  to  which  our 
subject  belongs  originated  in  England,  and  his  later 
ancestors  were  for  generations  residents  there. 
John  Silver,  one  of  its  later  representatives  and  the 
first  of  the  family  in  this  country,  crossed  the  At- 
lantic prior  to  the  Revolutionary  War,  and  settled 
in  Virginia,  where  he  became  prominent  and  in- 
fluential, and  assisted  in  the  framing  of  the  State 
Constitution.  Another  relative  of  Henry  11.  later 
served  as  a  soldier  in  the  War  of  1812. 

To  the  parents  of  our  subject  tiiere  were  born 
seven  children,   three   only   of   whom    are    living, 


namely:  David,  of  Jennings  County,  Ind. :  Ruth  A., 
the  wife  of  Russell  Hunt,  of  Summit  County,  Ohio, 
and  Henry  H.,  our  subject.  The  deceased,  who  all 
grew  to  maturity  but  one  who  died  in  infancy, 
were  John,  Martin  and  Wright.  The  mother  de- 
parted this  life  thirty  years  ago  at  the  homestead  in 
Cuyahoga  County,  Ohio,  in  the  year  1858.  Amos 
Silver  survived  his  partner  many  years,  and  died 
at  a  ripe  old  age,  in  December,  1886.  He  had 
been  a  resident  of  Cuj'ahoga  County  for  over  half  a 
century,  and  during  that  time  had  thorouglil}'  es- 
tablished himself  in  the  esteem  and  confidence  of 
its  people. 

Henry  H.  Silver  was  reared  to  manhood  in  his 
native  county,  which  at  the  time  of  his  birth  was 
untlergoing  its  transformation  from  a  wilderness  to 
a  civilized  community.  His  education  was  accord- 
ingly somewhat  limited,  but  being  fond  of  reading 
he  became  thoroughly  well  informed  upon  the 
general  topics  of  the  day,  and  grew  into  a  youth  of 
more  than  ordinary  intelligence.  At  the  age  of 
seventeen  he  began  an  apprenticeship  as  a  machinist, 
but  this  not  being  entirely  in  consonance  with  his 
tastes  and  inclin.ations,  he  returned  home  a  year 
later,  and  embarked  in  business  with  his  father,  who, 
besides  operating  a  farm,  was  also  engaged  in  black- 
smithing,  and  attended  school. 

Y^oung  Silver  was  thus  employed  until  the  out- 
break of  the  late  war,  and  soon  after  the  first  call 
for  troops  enlisted,  April  17,  1861,  in  Company  G, 
6th  Indiana  Infantry.  His  regiment  was  assigned 
to  the  army  of  Gen.  McClellan  in  West  Virginia, 
and  young  Silver  fought  in  the  battles  of  Phillipi, 
and  otherwise  gained  an  insight  into  the  perils  of 
war.  He  was  subsequentlj'  put  on  detached  duty, 
and  had  charge  of  the  Government  shops  at  Grafton 
in  West  Virginia  under  a  Quartermaster.  At  the 
expiration  of  the  three  months  for  which  he  had 
enlisted,  he  was  duly  discharged  and  returned  home. 
His  inclinations,  however,  drew  him  again  within 
the  boundaries  of  the  army  lines,  and  returning  to 
the  vicinity  of  Grafton,  W.  Va.,  he  resumed  charge 
of  the  Government  shops  there,  where  he  remained 
nearly  one  year.  Then  he  was  employed  first  in 
Alabama,  and  then  for  a  time  in  Kentucky  and  Ten- 
nessee. 

Our  subject  retired  from  the  Government  service 
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in  I8G0,  but  cuiUiiuicd  in  the  vicinity  of  Ilunts- 
ville,  Ala.,  where  lie  rented  550  acres  of  land  with  the 
view  of  raising  cotton.  This  venture,  however, 
proved  a  disastrous  undertaiiing  financially,  and  he 
was  obliged  to  abandon  the  enterprise.  He  then 
entered  the  employ  of  Joseph  Conner  at  Hunts- 
ville,  at  repairing  and  selling  firearms,  and  was  thus 
employed  for  some  time.  He  finally  resumed  his 
old  trade  in  Cuyahoga  County,  Ohio,  and  in  1869 
we  find  him  crossing  the  plains  to  California.  During 
the  journey,  however,  his  plan  of  operation  was 
changed.  an<l  after  reaching  Omaha  he  was  induced 
to  become  agent  for  the  Wheeler  &  Wilson  Sewing 
Machine  in  that  locality.  He  finally  drifted  to 
Nebraska  City,  and  was  variously  employed  until 
the  spring  of  1871. 

^  Our  subject  now  concluded  to  settle  down,  and 
accordingly  homesteaded  160  acres  of  land  on 
section  6  in  Highland  Township,  this  county.  The 
land  was  in  a  wild,  uncultivated  state,  but  he  went 
to  work  with  a  will,  and  soon  began  inaugurating 
improvements  which  have  transformed  his  property' 
into  one  of  the  most  desirable  estates  in  this  region. 
As  soon  us  he  could  see  his  wa3'  to  the  maintenance 
of  a  family,  he  was  married,  Jan.  28,  1874,  to  Miss 
Sarah  Uplinger.  This  lady  was  born  in  Luzerne 
County',  Pa.,  May  25,  1850,  and  is  the  daughter  of 
John  and  Elizabeth  (Wood)  Uplinger,  of  whom 
further  mention  is  made  in  the  sketch  of  Jacob 
Uplinger,  found  elsewhere  in  this  work.  To  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Silver  there  have  been  born  eight  chil- 
dren, six  of  whom  are  living,  namely:  John  B., 
Clara  L.,  Henry  L.,  James  A.,  Flora  P.  and  Mabel. 
The  deceased,  Aithur  and  Frank,  died  at  tiie  ages 
of  twenty-two  and  nine  montiis  respectively. 

For  the  past  four  years  Mr.  Silver  has  served  as 
Postmaster  at  Silver  post-office,  which  he  was  in- 
strumental in  establishing,  which  is  a  great  conven- 
ience to  the  people  in  that  vicinity.  In  the  year 
1879  he  was  elected  l)y  the  voters  of  this  count}-  as 
their  representative  in  the  Lower  House  of  the  Ne- 
braska Legislature,  and  in  the  discharge  of  his 
duties  acquitted  himself  so  creditably  that  he  was 
re-elected.  In  his  political  affiliations  he  is  a  Re- 
publican, and  votes  the  straight  ticket,  and  socially, 
belongs  to  the  G.  A.  R.  Post  at  Cortland.  His  real 
estate   embraces   400   .icres  of   valuable   land    and 


property  interests  elsewhere.  Both  he  and  his  es- 
timable wife  occupy  a  leading  (wsition  in  society, 
and  their  pleasant  home  is  the  resort  of  hosts  of 
friends,  whom  they  have  gathered  around  them  and 
to  whom  they  ever  extend  a  generous  hospitality. 
Mr.  Silver  is  one  of  those  men  whose  word  is  as 
good  as  his  bond,  and  whose  credit  is  unlimited. 

A  view  of  the  fine  farm  of  Mr.  Silver,  together 
witii  its  environments  will  be  found  on  another  page. 

\|^ETER    C.    THOM  is    the    son    of    Charles 

I  Jll  Thom,  who  was  born  in  Bavaria.  Germany, 
^fc^    on  the  24th  of  March,  1809.  His  education 

|£  in  the  ordinary  branches  was  thorough,  and 
from  scliool  he  went  to  the  counting-house,  an<l 
continued  employed  therein  until  he  came  to  the 
United  States  in  1837,  and  settled  in  Seneca  Count}', 
Ohio.  Upon  taking  his  land  in  the  above  State  he 
gave  all  his  attention  to  farming,  and  l)ecame  un- 
usually successful  in  the  same. 

In  the  year  1837  Mr.  Thom  was  united  in  mar- 
riage to  Mary  E.  Weber,  daughter  of  Michael  and 
Catherina  Weber,  natives  of  Bavaria,  who  had  come 
to  this  country  two  years  previous.  They  made 
their  home  in  Seneca  County  from  that  time  until 
their  death.  Their  daughter  Mary,  who  was  born 
in  Bavaria  on  the  15th  of  September.  1816,  had 
made  her  home  with  her  parents  until  their  emi- 
gration, and  continued  to  do  so  until  her  marriage 
as  above.  With  her  husband  she  afterward  lived 
a  quiet,  busy,  useful  life,  and  brought  u[)  a  family 
of  thirteen  children,  of  whom  eleven  are  now 
living. 

Six  members  of  the  family  of  Mr.  Charles  Thom 
were  sons,  and  have  entered  into  useful  and  honor- 
able walks  in  life.  The  names  of  the  children  of 
this  family  are  as  follows:  Peter  Charles  (our 
subject),  Catherine,  wife  of  Martin  Reinhart;  Eliz:i- 
beth,  who  is  happily  married  to  Adam  Simonis; 
Jacob,  who  is  successful  as  a  farrier,  and,  like  his  two 
brothers-in-law,  is  a  fanner  and  resident  of  Sen- 
eca County,  Ohio;  Michael,  of  Wyandot  County, 
Ohio;  Charles  H.,  a  successful  farmer;  Mary,  the 
wife  of  Charles  Kirvan,  both  of  Seneca  County; 
John,   a   resident   near  Del[)hos,   Ohio;    Ann,  now 
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Mi's.  Jacob  Rinebolt,  of  Seneca  County;  George, 
engngerl  in  agriculture  in  Sumner  County  of  the 
same  State;  and  Rosa,  tlie  wife  of  Piiilip  Schall<,  of 
Seneca  County-.  All  the  sons  except  our  subject 
have  been  engaged  from  childhood  in  brickmaking, 
learning  the  trade  from  their  father,  who  carried  on 
that  business  with  unusual  success. 

It  has  already  been  noted,  doubtless,  that  our 
subject  is  the  eldest  of  this  large  famil}'.  He  was 
born  near  Tiffin,  in  Seneca  County,  upon  the  4th 
of  May,  lt<38,  and  continued  to  make  his  home  with 
his  parents  until  he  was  fifteen  years  of  age,  up  to 
which  time  he  had  been  in  attendance  at  the  public 
school  of  the  township.  Then  he  went  to  Union 
Count}'  of  that  State,  and  learned  the  blaeksniith 
trade  in  a  shop  situated  near  Darby  Plain.  Hav- 
ing learned  this  trade  he  continued  to  work  at  it 
steadily  and  successfully  for  a  period  of  about  fif- 
teen  years. 

When  he  arrived  at  the  age  of  twenty-one  our 
subject  was  united  in  marriage  with  Delilah  Dailey, 
a  daughter  of  James  and  Elizabeth  (Feeler)  Dailey. 
Mr.  Dailey  was  born  on  the  Atkin  River,  in  North 
Carolina,  in  1  808.  When  a  child,  his  father  removed 
to  Kentucky,  and  after  a  few  years  to  Indiana.  His 
wife  was  born  in  West  Virginia  in  1810.  They  were 
married  in  1836,  and  settled  in  Washington  County, 
Ind.,  about  fourteen  years,  and  then  went  to  Claj'- 
ton  County,  where  they  made  their  home  until  their 
death,  which  came  first  to  Mrs.  Dailey,  in  1854, 
and  later,  in  the  j'ear  1879,  to  Mr.  Dailey.  Their 
family  included  five  children,  three  of  whom  are 
still  living.  These  are  Delilah,  the  wife  of  our  sub- 
ject; Mary,  the  wife  of  Thomas  M.  Martin,  of 
Sherman  Township,  in  this  county;  and  Rhoda,  who 
is  happily  married  to  Mr.  Asa  Anderson.  Of  this 
family  Mrs.  Thorn  was  the  eldest,  and  was  born  in 
Washington  County,  Ind.,  on  the  24th  of  August, 
1838,  and  continued  at  home  witli  her  parents  until 
her  marriage. 

On  the  16lh  of  August,  1862.  our  subject  en- 
listed in  Company  H,  86th  Indiana  Infantry.  Upon 
taking  his  place  at  the  front  he  and  his  companions 
were  ordered  to  Kentucky  with  Burnside,  and  con- 
tinued until  Crab  Orchard  was  reached.  Here  he 
was  taken  sick,  sent  to  the  barracks,  and  admitted 
to  the  hospital,  where   upon   recovery  he  was  ap- 


pointed Steward  of  Hospital  No.  6,  at  Bowling 
Green,  Ky.,  and  remained  there  until  it  was  closed, 
when  he  was  transferred  to  Nashville,  and  served 
in  Hospital  No.  o,  in  the  same  capacity-.  From  the 
hospital  he  returned  to  the  ranks  a  short  time  be- 
fore the  battle  of  Missionary  Ridge,  in  which  en- 
gagement he  took  part.  In  the  spring  of  1864  he 
was  detailed  to  a  pioneer  brigade,  and  remained  in 
the  same  until  he  was  mustered  out  on  the  6th  of 
June,  1865. 

The  military  experience  of  our  subject  being 
finished,  he  opened  a  blacksmith-shoiD  at  Lexington, 
Ind.,  continuing  until  the  year  1868.  Upon  the 
10th  of  August  of  that  year  he  started  West  with 
his  family,  and  arrived  about  the  1st  of  September 
in  this  county,  making  the  whole  journey  by  team. 
He  shortly  located  a  homestead  claim  of  160  acres, 
on  section  20,  Sherman  Township,  and  the  same 
fall  had  finished  a  dug-out,  in  which  the  family 
lived  for  about  nine  years.  He  worked  one  week  in 
Nebraska  City  .at  blacksmithing,  and  two  months 
for  the  Otoe  Indians  in  the  same  way  ;  the  remainder 
of  his  time  he  spent  upon  his  farm. 

In  1869  our  subject  had  good  crops,  and  by 
patient  continuance  in  labor  has  had  continued  suc- 
cess. It  was  not  long  before  he  had  set  out  15,000 
forest  trees  of  various  kinds,  and  had  planted  a  fine 
orchard,  and  year  after  year  has  seen  only  a  con- 
tinuance of  prosperity.  Nevertheless,  in  the  earlier 
part  of  his  pioneer  life  he  had  to  endure  many  hard 
and  severe  trials;  at  one  time  he  was  so  reduced 
and  straitened  that  the  onlj'  provisions  in  the  house 
were  a  single  sack  of  corn  meal  and  a  little  coffee. 
Upon  another  all  Ihej'  could  obtain  was  some  bran 
bread  and  a  few  potatoes.  During  the  winter  of 
1868-69  he  trapped  mink  and  sold  the  fur,  thus 
providing  for  his  family;  but  his  success  dates 
from  that  time,  and  now  that  it  has  come  to  him  he 
fully  appreciates  it. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Thom  are  the  parents  of  three  chil- 
dren, all  of  whom  reside  at  home  and  are  in  at- 
tendance upon  the  classes  of  the  University  of 
Nebraska.  They  have  received  the  names  here  ap- 
pended, viz:  Sarah  A.,  Charles  and  James  A.  The 
young  people  are  bright,  intelligent  and  vivacious, 
taking  full  advantage  of  the  exceptionally  fine 
educational  system  and  institution  of  the  State,  and 
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their  future  is  full  of  riniiiint  lK>i)e  .and  brilliant 
prospects.  Our  subject  ami  wife  arc  justly  proud 
of  their  fainil}'.  and  will,  it  is  ho()ed,  be  spared  to 
see  them  enter  and  progress  in  honorable  and  use- 
ful careers.  There  is  that  in  the  State,  its  organi- 
zations, institutions,  and,  as  sorae  enthusiasts  would 
have  us  believe,  in  the  very  atmosphere,  that  which 
inspires  the  desire,  rouses  the  ambition  and  spurs 
the  effort  to  obtain  and  sustain  a  home,  and  that 
with  most  gratifying  results;  that  of  our  subject  is 
but  a  saniijlc  of  many  that  could  be  found  if  it  were 
<lcsired. 

In  his  political  aspirations  and  sentiments  our 
subject  is  in  harmony  with  the  Republican  party, 
and  has  for  many  years  been  energetic  and  constant 
in  his  advocacy  of  its  principles.  He  is  not  an 
office-seeker,  but  in  his  hands  have  been  reposed 
the  official  trusts  of  Township  Treasurer,  Supervisor 
of  the  township,  and  member  of  the  School  Board. 
As  an  old  soldier  he  is  quite  a  friend  of  the  G.  A. 
R.  and  a  member  of  that  order,  having  affiliated 
with  the  Scott  Post,  of  Blue  Springs.  It  is  hardly 
necessary  to  add  anything  concerning  the  character 
of  such  a  man,  his  whole  life  is  a  testimony,  his 
early  struggle  and  subsequent  success  a  eulogy,  that 
both  command  and  receive  the  .admiration  and  es- 
teem of  the  community  at  large. 
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*  WILLIAM  MANGUS  is  a  worthy  representa- 
\jjjf  five  of  the  enterprising,  intelligent  and 
W^  prosperous  farmers  of  Sherman  Township. 
His  father,  Michael  Mangus,  was  born  in  Central 
Virginia  in  1808,  and  has  all  his  life  followed  agri- 
culture as  his  chosen  avocation,  and  still  lives  in 
his  native  .State.  The  maiden  name  of  his  wife,  the 
mother  of  our  subject,  was  .Sarah  Showalter,  who 
was  born  about  1810.  in  the  same  place  as  her  hus- 
band. Their  childhood  and  youth  had  been  spent 
largely  together,  and  in  1831  their  lives  were  united 
in  the  intimate  relation  of  husband  and  wife.  From 
that  time  until  her  death  Mrs.  Mangus  was  a 
thorough  companion  and  ideal  helpmate.  Their 
family  included  five  sons  and  three  daughters,  of 
whom  but  four  are  now  living. 

Our  subject  was  the   eldest   of    the   family,  and 


was  born  on  the  20tli  of  October,  1832,  in  Bote- 
tourt County,  Va.  He  continued  to  live  at  home 
until  he  was  twenty-two  years  of  age.  By  that 
time  he  had  become  quite  an  expert  farmer,  besides 
having  laid  the  foundation  of  a  practical  education. 
On  Nov.  0,  1859,  he  became  the  husband  of  Cath- 
erine Garst,  daughter  of  George  and  Catherine 
( Marka)  Garst,  natives  of  Pennsylvania.  Her  father 
was  born  in  the  year  1797,  and  died  in  1885,  in 
Roanoke  County,  Va.;  his  wife  died  in  1839.  She 
presented  her  husband  with  a  family  which  com- 
prised thirteen  children,  eleven  of  whom  are  now 
living.  Of  these  the  wile  of  our  subject  was  the 
eightii  child,  and  was  ushered  into  life  on  the  'Jtli 
of  December,  1840. 

After  marriage  our  subject  commenced  farming 
in  Roanoke  County,  and  continued  in  the  same 
until  he  enlisted,  in  18C2,  in  Company  E,  42d  Vir- 
ginia Infantry,  with  Gen.  Stonewall  Jackson,  and 
served  under  him  until  his  death.  Our  subject 
fought  in  the  battles  of  Chancellorsville,  McDowell 
Mountain,  Middletown  and  Petersburg.  At  the 
battle  of  the  Wilderness  he  was  severely  wounded, 
and  lay  in  the  hospital  for  two  months,  then  went 
back  to  duty  with  his  regiment.  He  was  taken 
prisoner  in  the  valley  of  the  Shenandoah,  and  lan- 
guished in  confinement  for  three  months,  until  he 
was  exchanged  at  Vicksburg.  but  having  contracted 
the  typhoid  fever,  was  sick  for  two  months  longer, 
and  was  unable  to  rejoin  his  regiment  until  the 
following  year.  Then  he  remained  in  active  serv- 
ice until  two  weeks  before  the  fall  of  Petersburg, 
when  he  returned  to  his  family,  his  time  of  service 
having  expired.  lie  now  set  about  his  farm  wcjrk 
with  renewed  activity,  though  during  his  absence 
his  family  had  done  their  best  to  keep  everything 
moving  as  well  as  they  were  able. 

In  1866  oursubject  removed  to  Macoupin  County, 
III.,  and  for  four  years  followed  agricultural  pur- 
suits in  that  place.  At  the  end  of  that  period  he 
removed  to  Christian  County,  in  the  same  .SUUe, 
and  there  made  his  home  until  the  j-ear  1881,  then 
came  to  this  county  and  purchased  eighty  acres  of 
land  in  Sherman  Township,  valued  at  that  time  at 
$10  per  acre,  it  being  but  partly'  improved.  It  was 
not  long,  however,  before  it  responded  to  his 
efforts  and  yielded  year  by  year  abundantly  of  its 
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increase.  Of  course  there  were  times  when  reasons 
and  eireurastanees  beyond  human  control  prevented 
unqualified  success,  but  these  occasions  were  largelj' 
in  the  minoiity,  and  looking'  at  the  period  as  a 
whole,  the  result  has  been  of  most  gratifying  suc- 
cessful prosperitj'. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Mangus  became  the  parents  of 
twelve  children,  ten  of  whom  are  living.  These 
have  been  named  as  follows:  Sarah  E.,  who  is  the 
wife  of  Enos  Rishel,  of  Sherman  Township;  Rebecca 
Jane,  who  is  happily  married  to  J.  W.  Martin,  of 
the  same  township;  George  W.,  like  his  brothers- 
in-law,  engaged  in  farming;  Jeremiah  Thomas,  Elias 
Benjamin,  Joseph,  Mary  E.,  Kate,  Charles  E.  and 
William,  all  of  whom  are  still  at  home.  It  is  a 
pleasure  to  our  subject  and  his  wife  to  be  enabled 
to  give  their  children  the  opportunity  of  a  good 
education,  so  tliat  as  they  step  out  to  take  their 
places  in  the  world  tliey  will  be  somewhat  prepared 
for  its  experiences. 

Although  at  all  times  anxious  to  bear  his  full 
share  of  all  the  responsibilities  that  come  to  him  as 
a  citizen,  Mr.  Mangus  is  not  a  politician  nor  an 
office-seeker,  but  his  excellent  character  and  manly 
bearing,  with  his  deep  interest  in  educational  mat- 
ters, commended  him  to  the  judgment  of  the  elect- 
ors, and  he  is  now  serving  as  a  member  of  the 
School  Board,  and  has  also  been  upon  the  Board  of 
Election.  He  is  an  affiliate  of  the  Democratic  party, 
and  one  of  its  firm  friends  and  supporters. 
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eHARLES  W.  McCULLOUGH  was  born  in 
Clarke  County,  Ohio,  on  the  10th  of  Au- 
gust, 1848,  where  he  grew  to  manhood,  and 
was  educated  in  the  common  schools.  He  was 
there  married  to  Miss  Lydia  Jones,  a  daughter  of 
Stephen  and  Elizabeth  Jones,  who  died  in  the 
above-named  county.  Mrs.  McCullough  was  born 
in  Greene  Countjs  Ohio,  on  the  14th  of  June, 
1836,  and  remained  with  her  parents  until  the  time 
of  her  marriage,  having  received  her  education  iu 
the  common  schools  and  under  the  supervision  of 
a  thoughtful  and  careful  mother,  who  taught  her 
the  womanly   virtues  and   accomplishments   which 
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have  made  her  so  estimable  a  lady.  Our  subject 
moved  to  this  count3'  in  1873,  and  after  a  two- 
years  residence  here  he  returned  to  Ohio,  where 
he  made  his  abode  until  1883.  but  having  again  a 
desire  to  look  upon  the  fertile  West,  he  again 
came  to  this  count}'  and  bought  his  present  farm, 
consisting  of  160  acres  in  the  northeastern  part  of 
section  3,  Sicily  Township. 

When  our  subject  took  possession  of  his  land 
there  had  been  no  improvements  made  on  it,  so 
that  he  was  obliged  to  begin  at  the  very  beginning, 
breaking  the  prairie  land  and  getting  it  in  a  condi- 
tion to  produce  sufficient  food  for  their  mainten- 
ance, and  in  time  bringing  it  all  under  cultivation 
and  to  a  condition  of  lucrative  fertility.  He  has 
erected  a  good  house  and  other  buildings,  has  a 
windmill  pump  which  furnishes  an  abundant  sup- 
ply of  water,  and  in  various  other  ways  has  made 
improvements  and  increased  the  value  as  well  as 
improved  the  appearance  of  his  farm.  He  raises  a 
great  deal  of  live  stock,  chiefly  cattle  and  hogs,  to 
feed  which  he  uses  all  the  corn  produced  by  his 
fields,  and  last  year  he  bought  about  3,000  bushels 
extra.  His  thriving  condition  is  due  solely  to  his 
unceasing  industry  and  excellent  management,  for 
he  has  been  obliged  to  make  his  own  way  in  life, 
and  is  indebted  to  no  man  for  his  success,  there- 
fore he  may  well  feel  gratified  because  of  his 
achievements. 

Our  subject  and  his  wife  are  the  parents  of  two 
children,  named  Bessie  and  Guy,  the  former  of 
whom  was  born  on  the  3d  of  January,  1872,  and 
the  latter  on  the  loth  of  November,  1875.  George 
McCullough,  a  brother  of  our  subject,  was  en- 
gaged for  nearly  four  years  in  the  service  of  his 
country  during  the  late  war,  and  in  company  with 
his  comrades  of  Company  F,  1st  Ohio  Artillery,  he 
participated  in  a  number  of  heavy  engagements, 
but  fortunately  was  never  wounded.  The  father 
of  our  subject  died  in  Ohio,  on  the  loth  of  Au- 
gust, 1882,  but  his  mother  still  makes  her  home  on 
the  old  homestead.  Mrs.  McCuUough's  father  died 
on  the  20th  of  January,  1879,  and  her  mother  on 
the  6th  of  December,  1875.  Our  subject  is  a  mem- 
ber in  good  standing  of  the  I.  O.  O.  F.,  Lodge  No. 
172,  of  Yellow  Springs,  Ohio,  and  politically,  he 
advocates  the  policy  of  the  Republican  party.     He 
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ami  his  wife  li;ive  not  united  themselves  with  any 
religious  denomination,  but  attend  the  Ciiristian 
Cluirch  regularly,  and  are  highly  respected  and  es- 
teemed members  of  the  community. 


I|r^>REDERICIv  SCHRNBECK  was  born  in  the 
'^^g>  northern  part  of  Germany,  where  he  grew 
"^  to  manhood's  estate  and  received  his  edu- 
cation. There  he  was  married,  on  the  10th  of 
July,  1865,  to  Miss  Johanne  Kauffman.  and  in  the 
spring  of  1870  he  brought  his  family  to  America. 
They  made  the  voyage  on  the  sailing-vessel  "Les- 
cadea,"and  for  seven  weeks  they  were  intrusted  to 
the  care  of  the  ship's  crew,  landing  in  New  York 
on  the  29^1  of  May.  On  the  1st  of  .Tune  they  ar- 
rived at  Rochester,  N.  Y.,  where  they  lived  for 
eight  years,  and  then  came  to  Beatrice,  Neb.,  on 
the  15th  of  March,  1878.  For  five  years  our  sub- 
ject worked  by  the  month,  but  in  1883  he  began 
farming  for  himself  on  a  piece  of  land  near  Bea- 
trice. He  continued  farming  in  that  place  until 
the  fall  of  1887,  when  he  traded  his  property  in 
the  cit\'  for  the  farm  which  he  now  owns  on  sec- 
tion 18,  .Sicil}'  Township.  Besides  eighty  acres  of 
well-improved  land  which  he  owns  on  section  18, 
be  also  has  eighty  acres  on  section  17. 

The  parents  of  our  subject,  John  and  Louisa 
Schenbeck,  came  to  America  from  Germany  in  the 
j-ear  1872,  and  are  now  living  in  this  county. 
Thej'  had  a  family  of  eight  children,  of  whom  only 
three  survive.  When  our  subject  came  to  America 
he  had  no  money  left  after  paying  for  the  passage 
of  his  family  on  board  the  vessel,  and  it  was  neces- 
sary for  him  to  work  steadily  and  manage  his  in- 
come in  the  most  careful  and  frugal  manner  in 
order  to  make  it  meet  the  requirements  of  a  grow- 
ing family.  This  he  was  enabled  to  do,  and  not 
only  this,  but  much  more,  for  by  careful  manage- 
ment and  industry  he  has  succeeded  in  placing  him- 
self in  a  comfortable  position  on  a  fine  farm,  of 
which  he  is  the  owner. 

A  family  of  eight  cliildren  have  been  gathered 
about  the  home  of  our  subject  and  his  wife,  all  of 
whom  have  been  spared  to  tiiem  t(^  lighten  their 
burdens  and  console  by   their  companionship  the 


later  days  of  those  wlio  care<J  for  them  in  infancy. 
The  names  of  the  children  are  as  follows:  Herman, 
John,  William,  Anna,  Edward,  Frank,  Paul  and 
Matilda.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Schenbeck  are  esteemed 
members  of  the  Lutheran  Church,  of  which  their 
l)arents  were  also  members.  Our  subject  is  so 
much  interested  in  the  carrj'ing  on  of  his  farm 
work,  and  gives  such  close  attention  to  his  busi- 
ness, that  he  does  not  take  a  very  active  part  in 
politics,  but  he  usually  votes  for  the  nominees  of 
the  Republican  party. 

Only  those  men  who  have  begun  as  our  subject 
began — at  the  lowest  round  of  the  ladder,  and 
mounted,  step  by  step,  tow.ard  the  toj),  with  some 
struggles  and  difficulties  perhaps,  and  some  encour- 
agements— can  fully  appreciate  the  sense  of  com- 
fort and  rest  which  pervades  the  lives  of  those 
who  have  gathered  about  tliem  in  later  life  a  com- 
petency, as  a  reward  for  their  early  industry  and 
strict  integritj'. 


EORGE  W.  McKA  Y.  The  business  industry 
city  may  bo  snid  to  be  incomplete  un- 
includes  a  representative  from  e.ach 
of  the  many  occni)ations  in  which  men  engage.  The 
minister  of  the  Gospel  must  be  present  to  point  out 
the  path  of  righteousness;  the  physician  must  be 
jiresent  to  insure  the  perfect  physical  life;  brick- 
layers, carpenters  and  artisans  of  every  trade  are 
necessary  for  tlie  establishing  of  convenient  homes 
and  adorning  them  with  the  beauties  of  art;  there 
is  a  pbace  for  every  occupation,  and  not  onlj'  a 
place  for  it  if  it  chances  to  be  represented,  but  an 
inheritance  by  right  which  it  is  urged  to  receive. 
Onr  subject  is  engaged  in  the  livery  business,  with- 
out which  vocation  many  other  occupations  would 
lack  their  i)resent  enterprise  and  flourishing  con- 
dition. Business  of  all  kinds  is  facilitated  by  rapid 
tr.ansit  from  place  to  place,  and  there  is  no  pleasanter 
method  of  covering  short  distances  than  by  mak- 
ing use  of  that  tractable  and  docile  animal,  the 
horse. 

So  well  does  ttie  Arab  love  iiis  traiiied  and  swift 
steed  that  rather  tiian  i)ait  witli  it  he  would  first 
part  with  his  chililrcn,  so  essential  does  it  seem  to 
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liis  lia])i)iness;  nnrl  when  on  llie  desert,  both 
horse  and  rider  are  swajcd  by  ore  and  the  same 
impulse.  Of  all  domestic  animals  the  horse  is  to 
the  greatest  extent  capable  of  the  highest  training, 
its  understanding  sometimes  seeming  almost  human, 
and  its  sj'mpathy  with  man,  its  best  friend,  ena- 
bling it  to  follow  his  guidance  in  the  most  minute 
particulars.  For  the  care  and  management  of 
these  useful  animals  our  subject  is  admirably  situ- 
ated, having  about  $3,400  invested  in  his  business, 
including  convenient  stables  and  vehicles.  He  is 
doing  a  thriving  business,  and  his  stables  furnish 
excellent  driving  steeds,  and  handsome  and  luxu- 
rious road  vehicles. 

Mr.  McKay  was  born  on  the  18th  of  April,  1860, 
in  Atchison  County,  Mo.,  and  is  a  son  of  Wallace 
McKay,  of  this  county.  He  was  reared  on  a  farm, 
and  received  his  education  in  the  common  schools 
of  his  native  county,  coming  with  his  parents  to 
Wymore  in  1883.  In  1884  he  went  to  Sheridan 
County,  Kan.,  returning  to  Barnston  in  1886,  and 
in  March  of  the  following  year  he  engaged  in  his 
present  business.  On  the  6th  of  May,  1888,  he  was 
unite<l  in  marriage  to  Miss  Lydia  Stonehocker,  a 
daughter  of  William  Stonehocker,  of  this  place. 


1?  EVl  SHAFFER.  Tlio  present  sketch  is  de- 
ll (^  signed  to  offer  in  brief  compendium  an  out- 
jl'— \  line  of  the  life  of  the  able  Superintendent  of 
G.age  County  Poor  Farm.  This  gentleman  is  a 
native  of  Somerset  County,  Pa.,  and  was  born  on 
the  16th  of  March,  1834.  His  parents,  Andrew  and 
Sarah  (Cain)  Shaffer,  are  also  n.atives  of  Pennsyl- 
vania, but  are  of  German  parentage.  The  father 
of  our  subject  was  by  trade  a  blacksmith,  but  later 
in  life  took  up  land,  became  a  farmer,  and  still  re- 
sides in  Cambria  County,  Pa.,  superintending  his 
farm.  His  wife,  who  is  also  in  the  enjoj'ment  of 
good  health,  considering  her  age,  has  presented  her 
husband  with  five  children,  who  have  been  named 
as  follows:  Samuel,  George  and  William  (twins), 
Hannah,  who  is  the  wife  of  Edward  Wright,  and 
our  subject. 

Our  subject  is  the  oldest  of   the  family,  and    re- 
ceived  his  education  while  in  attendance  upon  the 


district  school  of  his  native  county,  but  as  the  home 
of  the  family  was  situated  in  the  backwoods,  he  be- 
came better  acquainted  with  the  forge  and  anvil 
than  the  school,  and  could  '-strike"  a  shoe  for  his 
father  better  than  he  could  read  and  cipher  for  his 
teacher.  At  the  age  of  eighteen  our  subject  en- 
tered a  factor^'  where  all  manner  of  woodwork, 
such  as  fork  and  shovel  handles,  was  manufactured, 
and  seived  with  one  firm  for  a  period  of  fourteen 
years,  and  received  excellent  wages  for  that  time. 
When  the  first  rolling-mill  at  Johnstown.  Pa.,  was 
set  up,  our  subject  helped  to  saw  the  limber  .ami 
lumber  of  which  it  was  built. 

In  1 866  our  subject  migrated  to  Black  Hawk 
County,  Iowa,  and  took  land  and  commenced  to  fol- 
low farming  as  a  regular  occupation.  In  1876  he 
removed  to  Montgomery  County;  four  3'ears  later 
there  was  formed  in  that  county  a  colony  of  Ger- 
man Baptists  or  Dunkards,  which  became  known  as 
Maple  Grove.  Later  the  colonists  removed  to  Mor- 
ton County,  Kan.,  and  our  subject  united  his  fort- 
une and  pros()ects  with  theirs,  and  remained  there 
three  years,  but  his  family  being  sick  the  greater 
part  of  the  time,  he  came  to  Nebraska,  and  located 
first  in  Pawnee  County,  and  later,  in  1884,  in  Gage 
County,  and  rented  land  in  Paddock  Township, 
making  his  home  there  for  three  years.  In  March, 
1887,  he  was  appointed  to  the  position  he  occupies 
at  present,  and  took  charge  of  the  Poor  Farm  the 
following  month. 

The  Poor  Farm  of  Gage  County,  as  may  be  sur- 
mised, is  well  situated;  it  is  160  acres  in  extent, 
contains  some  of  the  best  land  for  agricultural  and 
pastoral  purposes,  and  is  devoted  chiefly  to  stock- 
raising  and  farming.  There  are  upon  an  average 
two  men  engaged  upon  it.  There  are  fifteen  head  of 
cattle,  and  also  three  horses,  besides  a  large  number 
of  hogs  raised  yearly. 

Our  subject  was  married,  in  1856,  to  Catherine  J. 
Carell,  who  is  a  native  of  Bedford,  Pa.,  and  the 
daughter  of  George  and  Catherine  Carell,  natives 
of  Pennsylvania,  of  Irish  and  German  ancestry,  re- 
spectively, and  residing  in  Johnstown,  Pa. ;  they  are 
the  parents  of  ten  children;  eight  are  now  living, 
and  residents  of  Pennsylvania.  The  father  is  sev- 
enty-eight 3-ears  of  age,  and  the  mother  seventy- 
nine.     Mrs.  Shaffer  has  presented  her  husband  with 
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ten  cliildreii,  nine  of  whom  arc  living.  Tlieir  mimes 
are  recorded  as  follows:  Elizabeth,  now  the  wife  of 
Paul  Strayer;  Catharine  M.,  now  Mrs.  William 
Miller;  Francis  A.;  George;  Ella,  who  is  happily 
married  to  Walter  Kelso;  Amanda,  the  wife  of 
George  Ucer;  Adeline,  Marietta  and  Charlie.  Al- 
though our  subject  has  been  appointed  to  his  pres- 
ent position,  and  is  a  member  of  the  Republican 
party,  he  is  by  no  means  what  is  understood  by  the 
term  politician".  His  interest  in  such  matters  con- 
fines itself  more  especially  to  the  more  local  matters, 
he  is  greatly  interested  in  his  work,  and  has  the 
satisfaction  of  knowing  that  his  efiforts  are  appre- 
ciated by  those  who  placed  him  there.  His  religious 
interests  are  in  the  Dunkard  Church,  of  which  he  is 
an  Elder  and  active  minister.  The  unobtrusive  but 
manly  character  and  bearingof  our  subject,  coupled 
witli  his  abilities  as  a  farmer,  have  won  for  him  the 
general  respect  of  the  community  at  large.  Mrs. 
Shaffer  is  also  a  member  of  the  same  church  as  her 
husband. 


Jj^  ERMAN  KRACKE,  of  Clatonia  Township, 
jirji)  is  the  proprietor  of  a  valuable  farm  on  sec- 
^^^  tion  31,  where  he  has  the  finest  residence  in 
(^  this  part  of  the  county.  A  man  of  intelli- 
gence and  good  business  capacity,  he  holds  a  lead- 
ing position  in  his  community,  where  his  thrift  and 
enterprise  have  ever  received  a  most  cheerful  ac- 
knowledgment. Like  scores  of  the  men  about 
him,  he  is  of  German  birth  and  parentage,  belong- 
ing to  the  nationality  which  has  labored  so  admir- 
ably in  the  development  of  the  Great  West. 

Our  subject  was  born  in  what  is  now  the  Prussian 
Province  of  Hanover,  Germany,  Aug.  28,  1851, 
and  is  the  third  son  of  Frederick  and  Sophia  (Olt- 
man)  Kracke,  who  still  continue  U|)on  their  native 
soil.  He  was  placed  in  school  at  an  early  age,  where 
he  continued  until  a  lad  of  fourteen  years,  and  when 
quite  young  assisted  in  the  lighter  duties  of  his 
father's  farm.  Nearly  his  whole  life  has  been  spent 
in  the  pursuit  of  agriculture.  When  a  youth  of 
twenty  j-ears,  being  ambitious  to  achieve  something 
beyond  whal  there  seemed  a  probability  of  his 
accomplishing  in  his  native  land,  he  resolved  upon 
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emigrating  to  America.  Accordingly  in  the  spring 
of  1871  he  took  passage  on  an  ocean  steamer  bound 
from  Bremen  to  New  York  City,  and  after  a  voy- 
age of  twelve  dajs  landed  in  the  latter  metropolis. 
Thence  he  proceeded  at  once  to  Defiance  County, 
Ohio,  where  he  was  employed  on  a  farm  si.v  months. 
Leaving  the  Buckeye  State  he  crossed  the  Missis- 
sippi into  Dubuque  County,  Iowa,  where  he  was 
employed  on  a  farm  two  years.  From  Dubuque  he 
went  into  .Jackson  County,  of  which  he  was  a  resi- 
dent a  number  of  years.  In  .lackson  County  he  was 
married,  Feb.  27,  1879,  to  Miss  Lizzie  Felderman, 
a  native  of  the  Hawkeye  State,  and  the  daughter  of 
John  and  Rebecca  Felderman,  natives  of  (ierman^', 
and  still  residents  of  Dubuque  Count}',  Iowa. 

Soon  after  their  marriage  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Kr.acke 
came  to  this  county,  and  settled  among  the  pioneers 
of  Clatonia  Township.  Mr.  K.  first  secured  IGO 
acres  of  lan<l,  and  was  prosjiered  in  his  labors  as  a 
tiller  of  the  soil.  Later  he  added  to  his  real  estate, 
and  is  now  the  owner  of  210  acres,  which  yields 
abun<lantly  the  products  of  Southern  Nebraska. 
His  career  from  the  first  has  been  onward  and 
upward,  although  he  has  had  his  dilliculties  to  con- 
tend with,  and  from  which  few  men  are  exempt. 
He  gave  his  first  best  efforts  to  the  cultivation  of 
his  land,  and  then  began  making  the  improvements 
which  are  now  viewed  with  admiration  by  the  trav- 
eler passing  through  this  region.  The  handsome 
and  substantial  buildings,  the  neatly  kept  fences, 
the  live  stock  and  the  farm  machinery,  are  all  most 
creditable  to  the  industry  and  enterprise  of  the 
proiM-ietor. 

Mr.  Kracke,  politically,  sympathizes  with  and 
supports  the  princii)les  of  the  Republican  party. 
He  has  served  as  School  Director  in  his  district,  and 
is  a  member  in  good  standing  of  the  Lutheran 
Church.  To  him  and  his  estimable  wife  there  have 
been  born  five  cliildren,  one  of  whom,  John  F.,  was 
born  Aug.  17.  1881,  and  died  on  the  23d  of  that 
month.  The  survivors  are:  George,  born  March 
1,  1880;  Amelia,  July  6,  1882;  Rose,  Dec.  13, 
1884,  and  August,  Oct.  8,  1886. 

Mrs.  Kracke  w:is  born  in  Dubuque  County,  Iowa, 
May  4,  18.56.  Her  parents  were  among  the  earliest 
settlers  of  that  section,  and  are  still  living,  being 
well  advanced  in  years.     They  are  most   excellent 
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nnd  woilhy  i)eople,  consistent  members  of  the 
Lutheran  Church.  Their  family  inehirled  eight 
children,  six  of  whom  are  living;,  namely:  John, 
Frederic.  Mary,  Lizzie,  Rosa  and  Rebecca. 


|r^OBP:RT  G.  GILMORE,  Postmaster  of  Bar- 
imr  key,  and  one  of  the  earliest  settlers  of  Gage 
/fc™  County,  owns  and  occupies  one  of  the 
^@best  farms  in  this  section  of  country,  to 
which  he  came  in  1875.  A  native  of  Pennsylva- 
nia, he  was  horn  in  Venango  County,  July  28,  1839, 
and  is  the  son  of  William  and  Jane  (Tede)  Gil- 
more,  who  were  also  natives  of  the  Keystone  State, 
and  the  father  of  Irish  ancestry.  The  mother,  who 
traced  her  forefathers  back  to  Germany,  is  still  liv- 
ing in  Venango  County.  The  paternal  grandfather 
of  our  subject  emigrated  from  Irelami  when  young 
in  years,  and  settled  in  Venango  County.  Pa.,  where 
he  married  and  reared  his  family,  and  where  with 
his  excellent  wife  he  spent  the  remainder  of  his 
days. 

To  the  parents  of  our  subject  there  were  horn 
eight  children,  five  sons  and  three  daughters,  of 
whom  the  following  survive:  Robert  G.,  of  this 
sketch;  Ira  B.,  of  Butler  County.  Pa.;  Quinton  B., 
of  Mercer  County,  Pa.;  Sarah  J.,  the  wife  of  J.  R. 
Adams,  of  Venango  County,  Pa. ;  Agnes  I.,  Mrs.  P. 
McCracken,  of  Ven.ango  County,  Pa.;  William  W. ; 
and  Anne,  the  wife  of  W.  Whitman,  who  still  abide 
in  their  native  county  in  the  Keystone  State.  Will- 
iam Gilmore  departed  this  life  at  his  home  in  Penn- 
sylvania in  February,  1861.  The  mother,  although 
now  over  seventy  years  old,  is  still  hale  and  heartj', 
enjoying  the  fruits  of  a  well-spent  life  and  the  es- 
teem of  hosts  of  friends;  she  lives  in  Utica,  Pa., 
near  her  former  home. 

Robert  G.  Gilmore  was  reared  to  man's  estate  in 
his  native  county,  and  at  an  early  age  was  taught 
those  habits  of  industry  which  have  been  the  secret 
of  his  success  later  in  life.  He  received  the  advan- 
tages of  a  common-school  education,  and  being  fond 
of  his  books  improved  his  opportunities  for  read- 
ing and  study,  becoming  well  informed  upon  the 
general  topics  of  the  day.  His  life  passed  thus 
uiievenlfullv  until    after  the  outbreak  of  the  late 


Civil  War,  and  in  August.  ISGl,  he  enlisted  as 
a  soldier  in  the  Union  Arm}',  becoming  a  mem- 
ber of  Companj'  D,  83d  Pennsylvania  Infantry. 
His  regiment  was  assigned  to  the  Army  of  the  Po- 
tomac, and  Robert  Gilmore  participated  in  many 
of  the  important  battles  which  followed,  namely : 
the  seige  of  Yorktown,  the  fight  of  Hanover  Court 
House,  and  the  seven-days  fight  liefore  Richmond, 
the  second  engagement  at  Bull  Run.  and  the  bat- 
tles of  Antietam,  Fredericksburg,  Chancellorsville, 
Gettysburg  and  Rappahannock  Station.  L.ater  he 
was  at  the  l)attle  of  the  Wilderness,  and  in  the  bat- 
tle of  Spottsylvania,  in  which  he  received  serious 
wounds,  and  still  carries  a  rifle  ball  in  his  left  thigh. 
At  Spottsylvania  he  was  captured  by  the  Con- 
federates and  conveyed  to  Lihby  Prison,  where  he 
remained  three  and  one-half  months,  enduring  the 
horrors  and  sufferings  incident  to  the  confinement 
in  that  terrible  pen,  and  which  is  a  matter  of  his- 
tory. In  due  time  he  was  paroled  and  exchanged, 
and  three  years  from  the  time  of  his  enlistment  re- 
ceived his  honorable  discharge,  Sept.  20.  1864. 

Mr.  Gilmore  upon  retiring  from  the  service  re- 
turned to  his  native  count}'  in  Pennsylvania,  where 
he  engaged  in  farming  until  the  spring  of  1875.  In 
the  meantime  he  had  been  married,  that  important 
event  transpiring  on  the  24th  of  September,  1867, 
the  maiden  of  his  choice  being  Miss  Lucy  M. 
Clough.  born  July  21,  1841,  and  daughter  of  Hor- 
ace and  Ann  (Brown)  Clough.  Her  parents  were 
natives  of  New  York  and  Pennsylvania  respect- 
ively. Then  with  his  family,  which  comprised 
his  wife  and  two  children,  William  B.,  born  June 
4,  1870,  and  Flora,  Nov.  18,  1872,  he  determined 
to  seek  a  home  in  the  West.  Accordingly,  cross- 
ing the  Mississippi  he  came  to  this  county,  and 
homesteaded  eighty  acres  of  land  on  section  28  in 
lliohland  Township,  where  he  settled  and  has  since 
remained.  His  land  at  the  time  of  the  purchase 
was  in  comparatively  an  uncultivated  state,  and  the 
improvements  which  the  passing  traveler  beholds 
to-day  are  the  result  of  his  own  industry  and  per- 
severance. He  lived  economically,  and  from  time 
to  time  added  one  improvement  after  another,  and 
has  now  one  of  the  most  desirable  homesteads  in 
this  section.  His  farm  comprises  IGO  .acres,  which 
he  has  brought  to  an  exceedingly  fertile  condition. 
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niul  he  liiis  pinntcd  fruit  and  shade  trees,  erected 
the  buihliiigs  necessary  for  his  comfortand  conven- 
ience, and  surroiindf  d  himself  and  liis  faniilj'  with 
all  of  the  comforts  and  many  of  the  luxuries  of  life. 
Since  locating  in  Nebraska  there  liave  been  added 
to  his  famil}'  two  more  children  to  gladden  their 
home:  Leonard  B.,  born  June  18,  1875,  and  Hor- 
ace C,  .Ian.  5.  1880;  they  are  all  at  home.  Mr. 
Gilmorc's  career  as  a  man  and  citizen  has  been  such 
as  to  commend  him  to  the  esteem  and  confidence 
of  the  people  of  this  section,  and  he  has  been  no 
unimportant  factor  in  the  encouragement  of  those 
projects  which  have  tended  for  the  best  good  of 
his  community-.  He  received  the  appointment  of 
Postmaster  in  the  spring  of  1884.  under  the  ad- 
ministration of  President  Arthur,  and  has  conducted 
the  afifairs  of  the  oflice  in  a  manner  creditable  to 
himself  and  satisfactory  to  all  concerned. 

The  first  Presidential  vote  of  our  subject  was 
cast  for  Abraham  Lincoln  in  18G0,  and  he  has  uni- 
formly been  a  sup])orter  of  Republican  ()rinciples. 
He  is  serving  his  third  term  as  School  Director  in 
his  district,  and  is  in  favor  of  everything  to  im- 
prove the  county  and  elevate  society. 

We  present  a  view  of  Mr.  Gilmore's  farm  resi- 
dence on  another  p.nge  of  this  Ai.bim. 

EORGE  T.  MITCHELL  is  widely  and  favor- 
>ly  known  as  one  of  the  successful  farmers 
Barneston  Township.  His  propert3^  is 
situated  on  section  33,  and  is  160  acres  in  extent; 
it  is  utilized  for  the  purpose  of  general  farming, 
supplemented  by  the  raising  of  stock.  This  gentle- 
man is  a  native  of  Michigan,  and  was  born  on  the 
30th  of  June,  1856.  He  is  the  son  of  Elislia  and 
Llizabeth  Mitchell,  natives  respectively  of  New 
York  and  England.     The  former  is  deceased. 

The  parents  of  our  subject  removed  in  1862  to 
Guthrie  Count}',  Iowa,  and  continued  there  to  en- 
gage in  farm  and  dairy  work.  In  that  place  our 
subject  spent  the  days  of  boj'hood  and  youth,  and 
in  its  schools  leceivcd  his  education,  which,  al- 
though not  so  extensive  as  might  have  been  desired, 
covered  the  more  common  branches,  and  in  these 
wa.s  thorough.     From  the  time  of  leaving  school 
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our  sul)ject  was  employed  in  fanning  until  1880, 
wiien  he  came  to  this  comity,  and  scttleil  upon  his 
present  farm. 

In  September,  1881,  our  subject  was  joined  in 
wedlock  to  Martha  With,  who  was  born  in  Illinois, 
Oct.  8,  1860,  to  John  W.  and  Sarah  With,  resi- 
dents of  Paddock  Township,  this  county,  and  na- 
tives of  Maryland.  The  felicity  of  this  union  h.is 
been  more  assured  and  completed  by  the  birth  of 
four  children,  to  whom  have  been  given  the  names 
here  subjoined:  Bertie.  George,  Ora  and   Clara  E. 

Our  subject  has  for  many  3'ears  been  a  member 
of  the  United  Brethren  Church,  in  which  commun- 
ion he.  Willi  his  family,  is  held  in  high  regard  as  a 
worthy  and  consistent  adherent. 


EDWARD  LEONARD  is  a  successful  general 
farmer  .•in<l  stock -raiser,  residing  on  section 
14,  Lincoln  Township,  where  he  has  a  well- 
improved  farm  of  160  acres.  He  purchased  it  and 
made  his  home  on  it  in  1884,  since  which  time  lie 
has  changed  it  from  rough,  uncultivated  prairie 
land  to  the  fertile  and  attractive  fields  of  a  well- 
regulated  farm,  and  has  it  well  stocked  with  a  good 
grade  of  cattle,  horses  and  hogs.  He  w.as  born  in 
France  on  the  IDth  of  July.  18G1.  and  when  he  was 
about  four  years  old  his  p.arentscame  to  the  United 
States  and  made  their  home  in  Illinois.  The  father, 
Francis  Leonard,  was  born  in  France,  and  there 
spent  .all  his  life  previous  to  his  coming  to  America; 
there  he  was  educated  and  taught  the  agricultural 
arts,  and  there  he  married  his  wife,  Margaret  Spade, 
who  is,  like  her  husband,  of  pure  French  ancestry. 
When  thej-  left  their  native  country  they  had  a 
family  of  seven  children,  and  with  them  they  settled 
in  Efflngiiam  County,  111.,  where  one  child  w.as  born 
to  them.  They  remained  in  that  place  until  1871, 
when  the}-  came  to  this  county,  and  the  father  se- 
cured a  tr.act  of  unbroken  prairie  land  in  Blakely 
Township,  on  which  the}-  live<l  until  quite  recently, 
The  parents  are  now  retired  from  active  business 
life,  and  make  their  home  in  the  city  of  Beatrice. 

In  company  with  his  parents  our  subject  came  to 
this  county  in  1871,  where  he  continued  the  pur- 
suit of  his  education,  and  grew  up  to  young  man- 
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hood.  On  the  19th  of  January,  1887,  he  was  united 
in  nmrriage,  in  Beatrice,  to  Miss  Kate  MeHugh,  who 
was  born  in  Warren  County,  Ohio,  on  the  21sl  of 
December,  1 868.  Slie  is  the  daughter  of  Daniel  and 
Anna  (Guckian)  MeHugh,  who  were  natives  of  Ire- 
land, but  had  early  come  to  the  United  States,  and 
were  married  in  Ohio.  They  came  to  Nebraska 
in  1881,  since  which  time  the}'  made  their  home 
near  f  illey,  where  tiie  mother  is  3'et  living,  aged 
about  forty-four  years,  the  father  having  died  on 
the  22d  of  December,  1884,  at  the  age  of  fort^'-six 
years.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Leonard  are  devout  members 
of  the  Catholic  Church,  and  are  esteemed  as  highly 
intelligent  and  respected  citizens  of  Lincoln  Town- 
ship. The  former  affiliates  with  the  Republican 
party  in  politics,  and  is  spoken  of  among  his  fel- 
lowmen  as  an  honest  and  honorable  business  man, 
possessing  the  confidence  of  those  with  whom  he  is 
brought  in  contact  in  a  business  and  social  way. 


^ ^#^ 


PREDERICK  W.  KASSING.  A  goodly  pro- 
portion of  the  pioneer  settlers  of  Gage 
Count}'  have  been  those  who  trace  their  ori- 
gin to  a  foreign  land,  principall}'  the  Empire  of 
Germany.  Of  that  great  nation  the  ancestors  of 
our  subject  were  a  portion,  and  he  also  was  born  in 
what  is  now  the  Prussian  Province  of  Hanover, 
on  the  20th  of  May,  1838.  His  parents,  Joseph 
and  Elizabeth  (Evermann)  Kassing,  spent  their  en- 
tire lives  on  theii'  native  soil.  Frederick  W.  re- 
mained a  member  of  the  parental  household  until 
a  youth  of  eighteen  years,  and  then,  not  satisfied 
with  the  outlook  for  the  future,  made  arrangements 
with  his  brother,  Joseph  K.,  to  emigrate  to  America. 
In  the  summer  of  1856,  bidding  adieu  to  the 
friends  and  associations  of  their  childhood,  they 
embarked  on  a  sailing-vessel  at  Bremen,  and  after 
a  tedious  ocean  voyage  of  about  seven  weeks  and 
three  days,  landed  in  the  city  of  Baltimore,  Md. 
Thence  they  soon  proceeded  to  Scioto  County, 
Ohio,  where  our  subject  followed  cabinet-making 
several  years,  a  trade  he  had  learned  when  but  a 
boy  in  his  native  town.  Upon  the  outbreak  of  the 
Cival  War  he  enlisted,  in  August,  1861,  in  Com- 
pany  F,   33d    Ohio   Infantr}',  and   participated  in 


many  of  the  important  battles  which  followed.  At 
Perr3'ville  he  was  wounded  in  the  jaw,  and  con- 
fined in  the  Marine  Hospital  from  the  8th  of  Octo- 
ber until  the  12th  of  April,  1863.  He  then  accepted 
his  honorable  discharge,  and  is  now  the  recipient  of 
a  pension  of  $12  per  month  from  the  Govern- 
ment. 

Upon  leaving  the  army  Mr.  Kassing  sought  his 
old  haunts  in  Scioto  County,  Ohio,  and  occu- 
pied himself  at  wagon-making  in  both  Scioto  and 
Lawrence  Counties  a  number  of  years.  In  the 
meantime  he  was  married,  Sept.  14,  1864.  to  Miss 
Mary  Freye,  a  native  of  the  Buckeye  State,  and 
who  by  her  union  with  our  subject  has  become  the 
mother  of  nine  children.  Of  these  the  record  is  as 
follows:  Emma  E.  is  the  wife  of  Charles  Kurtzer, 
of  Lancaster  County,  this  State;  the  others,  Will- 
iam, John,  Sarah,  Louisa,  Frank,  David,  Alice  an<I 
George,  are  at  home  with  their  parents. 

Mr.  Kassing  in  the  spring  of  1868  left  the  Buck- 
eye State,  and  coming  to  this  county,  homesteaded 
eighty  acres  of  land  in  Clatonia  Township,  and  on 
account  of  his  military  services  secured  still  further 
real  estate  upon  a  land  warrant.  He  is  now  the 
owner  of  240  acres,  which  he  has  brought  to  a  good 
state  of  cultivation,  and  upon  which  he  has  erected 
substantial  frame  buildings.  The  present  dwelling 
hardly  meets  his  requirements,  and  in  the  near  fu- 
ture he  expects  to  put  up  a  residence  which  will  be 
more  in  keeping  with  his  means  and  station.  He 
has  planted  a  fine  assortment  of  shade  trees  adja- 
cent to  the  residence,  comprising  walnut,  ash  and 
Cottonwood,  which  are  already  of  sufficient  size  to 
ward  off  the  heat  of  summer  and  the  storms  of 
winter.  The  career  of  Mr.  Kassing  has  been  one 
of  great  industry  and  perseverance,  and  in  the  pos- 
session of  a  fine  estate  he  is  enjoying  ample  re- 
ward for  his  toil  and  sacrifices. 

Mr.  Kassing  upon  becoming  a  naturalized  citi- 
zen identified  himself  with  the  Republican  party,  to 
which  he  has  since  given  his  cordial  support.  He 
has  been  quite  prominent  in  local  affairs,  serving 
nearly  four  years  us  Postmaster  at  Baden,  which  is 
now  Clatonia  post-offlce,  and  being  the  first  incum- 
bent of  this  office.  He  has  also  served  as  School 
Director,  and  takes  a  genuine  interest  in  the  estab- 
lishment and  support  of  educational   institutions. 
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Both  he  and  his  excellent  wife  are  menilievs  in 
good  stan<1ing  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church. 
in  which  our  subject  hns  served  as  Steward  and 
been  one  of  its  chief  pillai-s. 

Mrs.  Kassing  was  born  in  Scioto  Country,  Ohio, 
Nov.  3,  1844,  and  is  the  daughter  of  .John  and 
Elizabeth  Freye.  Her  parents  were  natives  of 
Germanj',  and  emigrated  to  America  earlj-  in  life, 
before  their  marriage,  settling  in  Scioto  Count}', 
Ohio.  There  the  mother  died  about  1856.  The 
father  subsequent!}^  removed  to  Lawrence  County, 
in  the  same  State,  and  departed  hence  about  18(i8. 
Their  family  included  nine  children,  only  three  of. 
whom  are  living:  Adam  II.,  of  Kentuckj';  Eliza- 
beth, the  wife  of  Daniel  Miller,  of  Ohio,  and  Mrs. 
Kassing,  the  wife  of  our  sul)ject. 

JOHN  B.  MUMFORD.  Among  the  farmers 
and  stock- raisers  of  Logan  Township,  who 
occupy  a  prominent  place  in  their  chosen 
occupation,  must  certainlj-  be  mentioned  the 
gentleman  whose  name  is  at  the  head  of  this  com- 
liendium.  Our  subject  was  born  in  Worcester 
County,  Md.,  on  the  2d  of  September,  1830. 
Until  he  attained  his  majority  he  continueiUo  make 
his  home  with  his  parents,  but  at  the  age  of  twentj'- 
one  years  he  removed  to  Adams  County,  Ohio, 
with  his  mother.  He  is  a  brother  of  .Jacob  Mum- 
ford,  a  prominent  farmer  of  this  county,  a  sketch 
of  whose  life  will  be  found  upon  another  page  of 
this  volume,  to  which  we  would  refer  the  reader  de- 
sirous of  obtaining  further  particulars  regarding 
this  interesting  family. 

Our  subject  removed  in  the  year  1854  from  his 
farm  in  Adams  County,  Ohio,  to  Argyle,  Wis.,  and 
thence  to  Willow  Springs,  in  the  same  State.  There 
he  remained  until  1865,  each  year  witnessing  an 
increasing  prosperity  and  progress.  In  the  latter 
year  he  left  the  State  of  Wisconsin  and  removed  to 
this  county,  settling  upon  his  present  farm,  which 
he  purchased  from  his  brother.  This  property  was 
160  acres  in  extent.  Since  that  time  he  has  pur- 
chased an  additional  240  acres,  making  the  400 
acres  which  is  the  extent  of  the  farm  now  op- 
peraled  by  him.     This   is  all  thoroughly  well    im- 


proved. His  fields  and  pastures  are  well  fenced, 
and  that  part  under  cultivation  presents  an  ap- 
pearance of  intelligent,  thrifty  success  tliat  argues 
well  for  the  coming  harvest.  For  his  stock  there 
is  water  in  abundance  from  Bear  Creek,  which  is  a 
stream  supplied  b}'  a  large  number  of  springs,  and 
in  the  dryest  season  is  still  a  sure  source  of  supply. 
Then  he  has  provided  a  full  set  of  substantially 
built,  well-arranged  farm  buildings,  and  has  erected 
a  very  pleasant,  commodious  dwelling,  which  is 
supplied  with  numberless  conveniences  that  can 
onl}' be  fully  appreciated  by  the  thorough  house- 
keeper. He  has  furthermore  set  out  in  the  vicinitj' 
of  his  home  a  large  number  of  fruit  trees  of  various 
kinds  and  of  choice  grades,  and  provided  several 
groves  of  line  shade  and  forest  trees,  which  add 
very  much  to  the  beauty  of  the  situation. 

While  resident  in  Adams  County,  Ohio,  our  sub- 
ject was  united  in  marriage  with  Mary  A.  Uoush, 
on  the  28th  of  August,  1853.  This  l.idy,  who  is 
the  daughter  of  Permeaus  and  Catherine  (Smith) 
Koush,  of  Virginia,  was  born  in  Adams  County,  on 
the  2d  of  June,  1837.  Their  union  has  been  blessed 
and  its  felicities  increased  by  the  birth  of  nine  chil- 
dren, whose  names  are  here  given:  Willie  (de- 
ceased). Sarah,  Charles  B.,  George  (deceased),  Eu- 
gene, Ida  N.,  Frank,  Clara  and  Luther.  Their 
son  Charles,  who  is  a  farmer  in  Logan  Township, 
is  the  husband  of  Martha  Dearborn,  who  has  pre- 
sented him  with  three  children — Charley  D.,  Les- 
lie M.  and  Mabel  E.  Sarah  is  hai)pily  married  to 
W.  A.  Foreman,  of  whom  a  sketch  appears  u[x>n 
another  page  of  this  volume;  they  are  the  parents 
of  three  children,  to  whom  have  been  given  the 
following  names:  Ernest,  Walter  and  Arthur. 

The  stock  upon  Mr.  Mumford's  farm  differs  only 
in  parts  and  points  from  that  usually  found  upon  a 
lirst-cKoss  and  well-regulated  stock  farm.  Perhaps 
the  most  worthy  of  mention  of  the  large  numl>er  of 
very  beautiful  creatures  in  his  st^ibles  and  p.astures  is 
a  trotter,"  Minnie  E.,"  who  shows  about  2:40  gait; 
she  is  a  bright  bay  color  and  stands  sixteen  hands 
high.  By  all  connoisseurs  she  is  considered  one- 
of  the  best  built  trotters  of  the  State,  as  shapely 
in  form  anil  of  as  elegant  grace  of  action  as  can  be 
found  in  quite  a  large  district  of  countrj-.  .She  was 
sired  by  the  celebrated  -Bret  Ilarte." 
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At  present  our  subject  is  not  in  active  member- 
ship witli  any  society  or  fraternit}',  although  he 
was  at  one  time  and  for  many  years  a  member  of 
the  Society  of  Grangers.  In  political  matters  he 
acknowledges  allegiance  to  the  Democratic  party,  of 
which  he  has  for  many  years  been  an  acknowledged 
supporter,  and  for  which,  in  the  late  campaign,  he 
did  all  that  lay  in  his  power,  considering  his  age. 
Whatever  influence  lie  possessed  in  the  county,  and 
it  is  not  a  little,  was  given  in  the  interest  of  the  men 
who  are  the  choice  of  the  Democrats  of  the  United 
States,  as  expressed  in  their  convention.  Both  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Mumford  have  been  since  early  life  mem- 
bers of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  and  are 
acknowledged  among  its  truest  friends,  strongest 
supporters  and  most  consistent  adherents.  It  were 
indeed  hard  to  find  in  Logan  Township  a  family 
held  in  higher  regard  than  that  of  our  subject. 

J'^OHN  MORDHORST.  Upon  Niagara  ave- 
nue in  the  city  of  Wymore  there  stands  an 
I  unexceptionall3'  fine  brick  business  block, 
'  which  bears  the  name  of  the  subject  of  this 
sketch,  who  is  one  of  the  prorainent  citizens  and 
earlj^  settlers,  having  located  here  before  the  plat- 
ting of  the  city.  This  gentleman  was  born  in  Hol- 
steiu,  German^',  upon  the  1 2th  of  January,  1825, 
and  received  his  education  in  the  public  schools 
of  his  native  place,  which  was  afterward  supj^le- 
mented  by  a  course  in  a  private  academj'.  At  the 
age  of  seventeen  he  was  apprenticed  to  a  butcher 
for  four  years,  which  was  followed  by  a  like  period, 
beginning  in  the  year  1848,  in  which  he  was  at- 
tached to  the  army,  and  served  in  the  4th  Corps. 
He  saw  considerable  service  in  the  war  in  which 
Holstein  sought  to  free  itself  from  Denmark.  As 
is  well  known  it  failed,  but  has  since  become  part 
of  the  German  Empire.  Our  subject  was  several 
times  wounded,  and  still  bears  some  eight  or  ten 
scars  from  the  more  serious  of  his  wounds. 

In  1852  our  subject  left  the  army  and  resumed 
his  trade,  and  continued  to  follow  the  same  for 
about  five  years,  when  he  came  to  the  United 
States,  and  proceeded  direct  to  Davenport,  Iowa, 
and  settled  there   in  the   year  1857.     He  made  his 


home  in  that  city  for  al)out  one  year,  which  event- 
ually proved  to  be  one  of  the  most  important  in 
his  life,  from  the  fact  that  he  there  met  and  sub- 
sequently' married  Miss  Louisa  Lentz,  Dec.  Ifi, 
1859,  a  lady  who  has  since  that  time  aided  him 
largely  in  achieving  the  brilliant  success  which  his 
history  shows  to  be  his.  Almost  immediately  after 
his  marriage  he  went  to  Muscatine,  in  the  same 
State,  and  engaged  in  his  regular  business,  and  in 
that  place  all  their  children  were  born.  Their 
family  included  four  sons  and  two  daughters, 
whose  names  are  subjoined :  Detlef,  John,  Jr., 
Frank  S.,  Anna,  Charles  and  Etta.  Of  these  all 
but  John  and  Frank  are  living. 

After  remaining  in  Muscatine  for  seventeen  years, 
our  subject  purchased  a  farm  of  240  acres  in  Potta- 
wattamie Count}-,  Iowa,  and  improved  it,  taking  ex- 
ceptional pains  with  the  buihlings,  erecting  fences, 
setting  out  an  orchard  and  other  trees,  and  in  short 
made  it  almost  a  model  farm,  and  made  his  home 
there  for  a  period  of  seven  years.  In  the  year  1 879 
cur  subject  sold  his  Iowa  property,  and  came  to 
Blue  Springs,  Wymore  being  then  an  unknown 
quantity.  He  entered  in  business  here,  having  a 
heavj'  contract  with  the  Burlington  &  Missouri  River 
Railway  to  furnish  meat  to  the  workmen  in  their 
employ,  in  extending  the  line  from  Culvertson  to 
Denver,  as  he  had  previously  done  when  the  track 
was  laid  from  Table  Rock  to  Antikote.  Both  con- 
tracts were  a  great  financial  success.  Upon  re- 
turning from  the  absence  necessitated  by  the  above 
our  subject  opened  a  market  here,  and  also  one  in 
Blue  Springs,  and  in  these  also  saw  a  continuance 
of  prosperity,  and  built  the  block  above  referred  to. 

The  property  referred  to  in  our  opening  para- 
graph is  only  one  of  several  buildings  in  which  Mr. 
Mordhorst  is  interested,  for  he  is  also  the  owner  of 
an  exceptionally  fine  residence,  and  quite  a  number 
of  both  improved  and  unimproved  pieces  of  prop- 
erty, also  a  large  and  beautiful  pasture  not  far  from 
the  city.  In  addition  to  the  business  in  live  and 
dead  meat,  which  is  by  far  the  largest  in  the  city, 
our  subject  has  established  ice  houses,  which  are  at 
once  the  first  erected  and  the  largest  in  the  city. 
His  butcher  establishment  our  subject  now  rents  to 
his  eldest  son,  but  retains  his  ice  trade,  which  is 
everv  year  growing  in    importance.     He  began  in 
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IMT'.I  wiili  one  small  house,  but  has  liceii  compelled 
to  add  to  it  from  year  to  year,  until  now  his  iiouses 
have  a  capacity  of  2,000  tons. 

John  Jloidhorst,  Sr.,  the  father  of  our  subject, 
was  born  in  Holstein  in  1795,  and  in  the  days  when 
education  did  not  occupy  its  present  position,  but 
after  he  had  received  what  was  obtainable  in  that 
regard,  he  learned  the  trade  of  stone  cutting,  and 
made  it  his  life  occupation,  succeeding  in  establish- 
ing quite  aa  extensive  business,  frequently  filling 
very  large  contracts.  lie  was  married  about  the 
year  1818,  and  became  the  father  of  seven  children, 
six  of  whom  were  sons.  He  lived  until  about  the 
year  1872,  and  was  survived  by  his  wife  only  six 
months. 

Mr.  Mordhorst,  our  subject,  has  at  all  times  been 
energetic,  enthusiastic  and  public-spirited  in  every- 
thing which  promised  to  be  of  advantage  to  the  town, 
and  has  done,  perhaps,  more  than  might  be  called 
his  share  in  that  regard,  and  is  accorded  the  heart- 
iest esteem  and  sincerest  regard  of  his  feliow-citizens. 
He  has  served  as  Sheriff  of  Rock  Springs,  but  is  by 
no  means  an  ollice-sceker.  Ever  since  coming  to 
the  country  he  has  sought  to  become  full}'  con- 
versant with  the  institutions  peculiar  to  liiis  form 
of  government,  and  has  been  conscientious  and 
consistent  in  hisadlierence  to  the  Republican  party. 
Socially,  he  is  connected  wilii  the  1.  O.  O.  F.,  and 
enjoys  the  sincere  respect  of  his  fellow  members. 

^^EORGE  WILLIAMSON.  In  no  other  coun- 
lll  g=,  try  than  America  can  there  be  found  such 
^^41  a  union  of  nationalities,  not  simply  in  the 
matter  of  living  in  neighborly  congenialit}',  but  in 
the  more  intimate  relations  incident  to  intermar- 
riage between  representatives  of  divers  countries, 
an  illustration  of  which  is  found  in  the  parentage 
of  our  subject,  who  is  the  owner  of  an  excellent 
farm,  situated  on  section  28  of  Glenwood  Town- 
ship, and  also  tiie  efficient,  careful  and  painstaking 
Clerk  of  the  township.  His  father,  John  William- 
son, was  born  about  the  year  1823,  in  Ireland;  his 
mother,  Margaret  Ulil,  was  a  native  of  Pennsyl- 
vania. 

Mr.    John   Williamson  received  his  early  educa- 


tion in  the  parish  scliools  of  his  native  country,  and 
afterward  turned  his  attention  to  brickmaking  as  a 
means  of  livelihood.  He  emigrated  to  the  United 
States  in  the  year  1840,  landing  at  rinladelphia, 
shortly  after  making  his  way  to  Pittsburgii,  and 
followed  his  chosen  calling.  In  the  late  unpleas- 
antness he  enlisted  in  Company  A,  7i)th  Pennsyl- 
vania Infantry.  After  considerable  service  he  was 
taken  prisoner  at  the  battle  of  Missionary  Ridge,  and 
incarcerated  in  Libby  Prison,  where  he  succumbed 
to  the  horrors  of  the  situation,  and  died  in  Novem- 
ber, 18C;i.  After  this  almost  crushing  aflliction 
his  wife  undertook  the  task  of  rearing  their  chil- 
dren, and  from  that  on  lived  for  them.  She  had 
the  joy  of  seeing  them  started  well  in  life,  and  went 
to  her  last  rest  on  the  31st  of  January,  1887,  at 
Carroll,  Carroll  Co.,  Iowa. 

Of  the  above  family  our  subject  was  tiie  third 
child  born.  He  first  opened  his  eyes  to  the  light 
on  the  1st  of  July,  1852,  at  Pittsburgh,  Pa.,  ami 
was  still  in  his  Infancy  when  his  parents  remove<l 
to  Frostburg,  Md.,  and  one  ye.ir  later  they  removeil 
to  Dixon,  III.,  where  he  grew' to  manhood,  and  with 
the  exception  of  one  year  spent  in  Iowa,  lived  until 
the  spring  of  1879,  when  he  came  to  Gage  County. 
He  settled  in  Glenwood  Township,  which  he  has 
made  his  place  of  residence  ever  since.  He  has  a 
very  fine  farm,  including  some  eighty  .acres  well  in 
hand  and  brought  to  a  high  state  of  cultivation. 

While  resident  in  the  cit^'  of  Dixon  our  subject 
became  the  acknowlc<lged  friend  of  Miss  Mittie  K. 
Miller,  which  relation  was  exchanged  upon  the  8th 
of  December,  1872,  for  the  more  close  conipan- 
ionship  of  the  wedded  state.  Miss  Miller  is  the 
daughter  of  Ephraim  and  Mary  (Boone)  Miller,  who 
are  residents  of  Shrewsbury,  Pa.  Their  family  in- 
cluded seven  children.  Mrs.  Williamson  being  the 
second.  She  was  born  in  Peru,  III.,  on  the  13th 
of  January,  1854.  Jlr.  and  Mrs  Williamson  are 
happy  in  being  the  parents  of  a  daughter,  Nellie 
M.,  who  is  now  thirteen  years  of  age. 

Our  subject  was  elected  to  the  office  of  Clerk  of 
Glenwood  Township  by  a  large  majority  at  the 
election  of  188C,  and  was  re-elected  the  following 
year.  His  first  office  in  the  township  was  that  of 
Con8t.able,  to  which  lie  was  elected  in  1885,  and  so 
discharged  the  duties  of  the  same  as  to  lead  to  the 
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subsequent  office.  Mrs.  Williamson  is  a  devont 
member  of  the  English  Lutheran*  Church,  and  is 
verj'  highly  respected  therein.  Her  husband  has 
always  been  greatly  interested  in  Governmental 
and  political  questions,  and  votes  uniformly  with 
the  Kepublican  party.  He  is  a  consistent  friend  of 
every  project  that  will  advance  tlie  elevation  of 
society  morally,  or  promote  its  temporal  interests. 


►>!k^ 
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,^^  HARLES  MOSCHEL,  junior  member  of  the 
(li  firm  of  Lang  &  Moschel,  is  with  his  partner 

^^Jy  carrying  on  a  thriving  trade  in  groceries, 
and  everything  pertaining  thereto,  and  is  located  on 
Fifth  and  Ella  streets,  in  the  city  of  Beatrice.  He 
first  o[)ened  his  eyes  to  the  light  on  the  other  side 
of  the  Atlantic,  in  the  village  of  Webenheim,  Ger- 
many, Jan.  28,  1847,  and  was  the  fourth  in  a  fam- 
ily of  seven  children,  five  sons  and  two  daughtei-s. 
These  are  all  living  and  residents  mostly  of  the 
United  States. 

The  parents  of  our  subject,  Christian  and  Mar- 
garet (Schanzen)  Moschel,  were  of  pure  German 
ancestry,  and  the  father  spent  his  entire  life  upon 
his  native  soil.  He  followed  cabinet-making,  and 
died  in  middle  life,  about  1854.  Tiie  mother  sub- 
sequently with  five  children  emigrated  to  America, 
and  after  a  brief  sojourn  in  New  York  City  the 
family  proceeded  to  the  vicinity  of  Peoria,  111.,  set- 
tling on  a  tract  of  land  several  miles  from  the  city. 
Charles  at  that  time  was  a  lad  of  about  seventeen 
years,  and  continued  with  his  mother  until  twenty- 
six  years  old.  The  family  finally  removed  to  the 
vicinity  of  Chenoa,  111.,  and  the  boys  still  continued 
the  agricultural  pursuits  upon  which  they  had  en- 
tered when  coming  to  America.  The  mother  died 
in  September,  1886. 

Mr.  Moschel,  in  1872,  crossed  the  Mississippi  to 
this  State,  and  locating  in  Beatrice,  associated  him- 
self first  as  a  partner  with  Messrs.  J.  Kline  &  Co., 
and  engaged  in  general  merchandising  for  a  period  of 
fourteen  years.  He  then  became  a  partner  of  Mr. 
Lang  in  the  grocery  business,  in  1887.  He  was 
married,  Aug.  22,  1876,  to  Miss  Maria  Braun,  who 
was  born  in  November,  1852,  in  Germany,  and  is 
tl'.e  daughter  of  Domnis  Braun,  who,  with  his  wife, 


■^*- 


was  a  native  of  Germany,  and  came  to  this  county 
in  1878.     Mr.  B.  resides  in  Beatrice. 

To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Moschel  there  have  been  born 
three  children — Maria  L..  Carl  F.  and  Anna  E. 
They  occupy  a  jjleasant  home  in  the  southwestern 
part  of  the  city,  and  are  highly  esteemed  among  a 
wide  circle  of  friends  and  acquaintances.  Mr.  M., 
socially,  belongs  to  the  K.  of  P.,  No.  30,  at  Bea- 
trice, and  politically,  gives  his  support  to  the  Demo- 
cratic party.  He  has  steadily  declined  becoming 
an  office-seeker,  but  is  alwa3^s  willing  to  work  for 
his  fiiends. 

The  mother  of  our  subject  late  in  life  came  to 
this  county,  and  died  at  the  home  of  her  son, 
Louis  Moschel,  in  Beatrice,  in  September,  1886. 
Having  been  born  in  1813,  she  was  consequently 
seventy -three  years  old  at  the  time  of  her  decease. 
One  sister  and  two  brothers  of  our  subject  are  resi- 
dents of  Livingston  County,  111.;  another  sister 
married  Mr.  J.  Klein,  and  resides  in  Beatrice.  Mr. 
Moschel  was  at  one  time  a  member  of  the  firm  of  J. 
Klein  &  Co.,  with  whom  he  continued  in  business 
for  fourteen  years.  Upon  the  dissolution  of  part- 
nership the  stock  was  divided,  Messrs.  Moschel  and 
Lang  taking  the  groceries  and  Mr.  Klein  the  dry- 
goods.  Among  the  wide-awake  and  enterprising 
business  men  of  Beatrice  Mr.  Moschel  occupies  no 
secondary  position. 

■I>     :@:     <!■ 

ONS  NELSON.  Of  the  little  colony  in 
Gage  County  of  those  who  are  natives  of 
vSweden,  who  have  made  this  their  adopted 
State  and  country,  few  are  more  worthy  of 
mention  in  a  work  of  this  character  than  the  sub- 
ject of  this  sketch,  who,  with  his  sous,  is  among  the 
most  industrious  and  loj'al,  and  we  might  add  suc- 
cessful, members  of  the  community.  He  was  born 
in  Sweden,  April  28,  1822.  As  he  became  old 
enough  he  was  drafted  into  the  multitudinous 
details  of  farm  work,  and  continued  upon  his 
father's  farm  until  he  became  of  age,  and  then 
farmed  on  his  own  account  until  he  came  to  Amer- 
ica in  the  spring  of  1870,  with  his  wife  and  four 
children,  and  settled  in  Sangamon  County,  111. 
There    he    engaged   in   agriculture   for  about   two 
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years,  and  then  reincivcd  to  Nemaha  Count}-,  in 
this  State,  and  continued  to  operate  a  farm  witii 
increasing  success  for  about  six  years.  He  then 
removed  to  Glenwood  Township,  this  county,  which 
has  heen  his  home  ever  since 

'J'he  present  farm  of  Mr.  Nelson  includes  120 
acres  of  excellent  and  well  Ijiug  land,  which  he 
works  u|>on  the  line  of  general  farming,  at  the  same 
time  raising  a  small  amount  of  stock.  lie  has  made 
good  improvements,  his  farm  being  in  an  excellent 
state  of  cultivation.  His  barn  and  other  buidings, 
altiiongh  not  elegant  and  fsmciful,  are  good.  soli<l 
and  convenient,  erected  with  a  view  rather  to  use 
than  ornamentation.  His  dwelling  is  pleasant  and 
well  built,  and  was  put  up  with  the  same  purpose 
in  mind  as  in  the  case  of  the  buildings  above  men- 
tioned. Its  appearance  is  rendered  more  pleasing 
by  the  abundance  of  fruit  and  forest  trees  in  its 
vicinity. 

While  yet  in  his  native  country,  as  noted  above, 
our  subject  was  married,  the  event  being  celebrated 
in  February-,  1848,  when  he  was  united  with  Malena 
Waldemars,  who  was  born  in  the  same  country, 
on  the  1st  of  February,  1830.  Their  family  in- 
eluded  four  children,  whose  names  are  recorded  as 
herein  given — Lind,  Peter,  Nels  and  Thomas.  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Nelson  are  both  members  of  the  Lutheran 
Church,  in  which  communion  they  were  brought 
up,  and  to  which  they  have  ever  been  faithful. 

Our  subject  is  not  wliat  is  understood  by  the 
term  a  politician,  but  he  is  at  the  same  time  duly 
interested  in  matters  pertaining  thereto,  and  is 
usually  found  voting  with  the  Republican  party, 
which  finds  in  him  a  stanch  friend  and  su|iporter. 


JAMES  D.  MYERS  is  President  of  the  First 
Commercial  Bank,  of  Odell.  He  w.as  born 
in  Waverly,  Tioga  Co.,  N.  Y.,  on  the  1 4lh 
of  May,  1824,  and  remained  on  his  father's 
farm  until  he  was  twenty-one  years  old.  after 
which  he  spent  four  years  in  a  store  as  clerk,  and 
was  engaged  in  the  mercantile  business  for  two  years 
at  Waverly.  In  the  spring  of  1 852  he  went  to 
California,  via  the  Isthmus  of  Panama,  and  w.is 
absent  from    his  native  city  for  about  three  years. 

■^^ 


During  the  summer  of  18.i2  he  was  engaged  in  the 
goldmines,  and  from  the  mines  lie  went  to  the  val- 
lej'  of  the  San  Jose,  wheie  he  engaged  in  farming  in 
compau}-  with  a  friend.  After  raising  two  crops 
our  subject  sold  his  interest  and  returned  to  Wa- 
verly, his  trip  to  California  having  been  a  financial 
success. 

On  returning  from  the  Pacific  Coast  our  subject 
was  married,  and  at  once  came  West,  traveling  all 
through  the  summer  of  1855  seeking  a  home,  and 
finally  he  decided  to  stop  at  Independence,  Iowa, 
where  he  continued  to  live  for  eleven  years.  He 
took  a  prominent  part  in  the  building  of  that  town, 
erecting  several  business  blocks  and  dwelling-houses. 
He  owned  a  farm  close  to  the  city,  and  for  a  time 
engaged  in  feeding  and  shipping  cattle  and  stock, 
also  having  an  interest  in  the  mercantile  business  in 
town.  In  18C6  he  sold  his  farm  and  moved  to 
Geneva,  111.,  where  he  bought  a  flouring-mill  and 
took  charge  of  it  for  tliree  years,  at  the  same  time 
having  connection  with  a  grain  and  commission 
house  in  Chicago. 

Our  subject  sold  his  mill  and  moved  to  Chicago, 
where  he  bought  propcrt}-  and  continued  in  the 
commission  business  until  1870,  when  he  again  sold 
and  went  to  Chetopa,  Labette  Co..  Kan.,  with  a  stock 
of  goods.  He  located  a  branch  house  at  Coflfey- 
ville,  and  for  two  years  he  took  the  management  of 
these  two  stores,  in  the.  meantime  being  engaged 
in  buying  and  selling  cattle,  shipping  them  to 
Annawan,  Henry  Co.,  III.,  near  which  village  he 
owned  a  stock  farm.  After  selling  out  his  stores 
in  Kansas  our  subject  bought  a  farm  near  Dixon, 
111.,  and  fed  cattle  on  both  farms.  He  sold  the 
Dixon  farm  in  1875,  and  again  engaged  in  the 
commission  business  in  Chicago,  in  which  city  his 
family  had  continued  to  reside. 

In  the  year  1880  Mr.  Myers  again  forsook  the 
commission  business,  selling  his  claim,  and  came  to 
Nebraska  in  the  interest  of  the  Lincoln  Land 
Companj".  He  bought  3G0  acres  of  land  in  what 
are  now  known  as  Greenwood  and  Paddock 
Townships,  on  which  the  village  of  Odell  now 
stands,  our  sub^joct  being  instrumental  in  platting 
the  cit}".  He  has  since  engaged  in  the  mercantile 
business  .and  again  disposed  of  it.  In  May,  1883, 
he  established   the   P'irst  Commerciiil   Bank,   which     , 
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was  an  individual  bank  until  IMaicli,  1888,  when 
under  the  laws  of  the  State  it  was  organized  as  a 
Slate  Bank.  He  has  since  continued  President,  with 
Franklin  Walker  as  Vice  President,  and  Monroe 
Robertson,  Cashier.  They  carry  on  a  general  bank- 
ing business,  and  our  subject  is  also  engaged  in 
handling  live  stock.  He  is  the  owner  of  excellent 
farming  land  and  valuable  town  property. 

On  the  14th  of  March,  1855,  Blr.  Myers  was  mar- 
ried, in  Corning,  N.  Y.,  to  Miss  Elizabeth  A.  Cress, 
who  was  born  in  Sraithsboro,  Tioga  County,  on  the 
Isl  of  August,  18-27.  They  have  become  the  par- 
ents of  three  children :  James.  Ida  and  Maggie, 
the  last-named  of  whom  died  when  she  was  eighteen 
months  old,  and  tiie  first  and  second  named  being 
at  home  with  their  parents.  Our  subject  is  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Masonic  fraternity,  and  is  a  Republican 
in  politics.  He  has  shown  an  unusual  amount 
of  public  spirit  and  business  activity,  and  in  the 
various  cities  in  which  he  has  been  connected  with 
business  he  has  lent  his  aid  to  the  establishment  of 
reliable  firms.  Few  men  who  have  led  such  active, 
busy  lives  as  he  have  been  so  universally  success- 
ful in  their  enterprises. 

"S^  BENEZER  MOSES  is  one  of  the  earliest  pio- 
1^  ueers  of  Sicily  Township,  having  come  here 
li' — ^  from  Delaware  County,  Ohio,  in  November. 
1869.  He  located  the  farm  which  he  still  owns 
and  on  which  he  now  lives.  When  he  came  here 
the  prairies  were  not  inhabited  by  white  people,  the 
red  men  still  holding  undisputed  sway  over  the  lands 
on  which  the  Great  Father  had  placed  them.  The 
neighbors  were  few  and  far  between,  there  being 
but  seven  families  of  white  people,  who  had  their 
houses  built  near  the  creek  which  runs  through  the 
farm  of  our  subject.  The  Indians  then  abounded, 
and  they  still  indulged  without  molestation  in  their 
favorite  pastime  of  hunting,  deer  and  antelope  be- 
ing here  in  large  numbers. 

Our  subject  was  married  in  Delaware  County, 
Ohio,  Feb.  27,  1868,  to  Mrs.  Mahala  Cramer,  who 
had  previously  been  the  wife  of  William  Cramer, 
her  maiden   name,  Mahala  Hoover.      She   was  the 
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motlier  of  two  sons  by  her  first  marriage,  John  M. 
and  Jacol)  L.,  who  were  reared  by  their  mother  and 
our  subject.  Soon  after  Jacob  became  twenty-one 
years  old  both  of  the  boys  went  to  Hayes  County, 
Neb.,  where  they  still  live,  each  of  them  having 
taken  up  a  claim  of  land.  Jacob  was  married,  on 
the  27th  of  August,  1884,  to  Miss  Dora  Nickols,  of 
this  neighborhood,  and  with  them  John  now  makes 
his  home,  their  farms  adjoining. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Moses  have  been  given  a  family  of 
six  children,  of  whom  Mary,  Cyrus  E.,  Laura  Land 
Emry,  are  still  living,  while  Clara  and  Eben  are 
deceased.  The  wife  of  our  subject  departed  this 
life  on  the  23d  of  February,  1887,  at  the  age  of 
forty-eight  years.  During  her  life  she  had  been  an 
active  member  of  the  Methodist  Church,  an  estima- 
ble and  consistent  Clu'istian  woman.  She  pos- 
sessed many  amiable  qualities,  was  a  kind  friend 
and  neighbor,  and  had  faithfully  shared  with  her 
husband  the  toils  and  hardships  incident  to  the  life 
of  an  early  settler  iu  a  new  and  undeveloped  coun- 
tiy. 

Our  subject  has  a  very  fine  farm  consisting  of  120 
acres  on  section  7,  which  he  has  brought  to  its  pres- 
ent state  of  cultivation,  and  on  whicli  he  has  erected 
good  farm  buildings.  He  has  had  quite  an  experi- 
ence in  pioneer  life,  has  seen  the  prairies  cleared  of 
their  former  inhabitants,  and  in  the  place  of  their 
tents  and  wigwams  there  have  sprung  up  countless 
towns  and  cities  in  a  thriving  and  flourishing  con- 
dition, with  churches,  school-houses,  business  blocks 
and  handsome  residences,  all  an  indication  of  the 
rapid  progress  of  civilization  in  this  section  of  the 
country. 

When  our  country  was  convulsed  with  the  late 
civil  strife,  our  subject  was  among  the  brave  men 
who  assisted  in  her  rescue,  enlisting  in  Company  B 
of  the  Ohio  National  Guards,  on  the  28th  of  May, 
1863,  with  which  company  he  remained  for  six 
months.  Then  he  enlisted  in  Company  D,  187th 
Ohio  Infantry,  in  which  he  served  one  year,  and 
was  discharged  on  the  29th  of  February,  1866. 
With  this  company  he  participated  in  the  battle  of 
the  Wilderness  at  Richmond,  Va.,  where  they  were 
fighting  constantly  for  seven  days.  He  was  also  in 
several  smaller  engagements,  but  fortunately  he  re- 
ceived no  wounds.      He   is  a   member  of    Rawiins 
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Post  No.  35,  G.  A.  R.,  of  Bealrict'.  and  iilfiliates 
with  the  Republican  i)art}-.  To  his  loyal  efforts  in 
her  defense,  and  his  uiiabating  zeal  in  developinjj 
her  resouices,  is  the  country  inueh  indebted. 


if  AC0I3  KLEIN.  There  are  few  more  capa- 
)le.  popular  or  successful  business  men  than 
the  subject  of  this  sketch,  the  proprietor  of 
the  well-known  dry -goods  and  clothing  em- 
porium in  Beatrice.  He  is  a  native  of  Germany, 
and  was  born  near  the  city  of  Bingen,  which  stands 
upon  the  banks  of  the  Rhine,  and  has  been  celebrated 
in  song  and  story.  His  birth  occurred  on  the  31st 
of  March.  1846.  He  accompanied  his  parents, 
Jacob  and  Margaret  (Weiser)  Klein,  when  they 
came  to  the  United  States  in  lijaS.  The  family 
landed  in  New  York  City,  thence  went  to  Peoria,  111., 
from  there  across  the  Illinois  River  to  Tazewell 
County,  where  the  father  leased  a  farm,  and  there 
they  made  their  home  for  over  ten  years,  after 
which  they  removed  to  Livingston  County,  in  the 
same  State.  There  in  1874  Mrs.  Klein  departed 
this  life,  anil  was  followed  on  the  same  mysterious 
journey,  in  1879,  by  her  husband.  Their  family 
included  five  children,  of  whom  our  subject  was  the 
youngest. 

Jacob  attended  school  in  his  native  country 
from  the  age  of  six  to  ten  years.  The  educational  pro- 
cess was  continued  in  the  district  schools  of  Illinois 
for  two  years;  after  that  he  gave  his  whole  time  to 
the  work  of  the  farm,  remaining  with  his  parents 
until  he  was  about  twenty-three  years  of  age;  then 
he  started  for  himself,  at  first  upon  the  old  home- 
stead in  Livingston  County.  In  1873  he  came  to 
Beatrice,  where  he  has  since  resided.  Immediately 
upon  his  arrival  he  entered  into  a  business  partner- 
ship with  Charles  Moschel  and  Emil  Lang,  under 
the  firm  name  of  J.  Klein  &  Co.  This  partnership 
continued  until  January,  1S87,  during  which  time, 
in  answer  to  the  demand  of  their  business,  they  had 
added  to  their  former  stock  an  extensive  line  of 
general  dry -goods  and  clothing.  Early  in  1887 
the  three  partners  divided  up  the  stuck,  our  sub- 
ject taking  the   dry-goods  and  clothing  as   his  de- 


partment, which  has  abundantly  ])rovetl  its  |Kiwer 
to  yield  a  handsome  and  remunerative  profit. 

The  business  of  Mr.  Klein  is  carried  on  in  what 
is  known  as  the  Klein  Block,  a  large,  handsome, 
well-built  and  substantial^building.  It  is  two  sto- 
ries with  a  ground  measurement  of  2.5x110  feet;  it 
is  supplied  also  with  a  good  b.asement,  which  is 
utilized  for  the  purpose  of  receiving  and  storing 
goods,  packages,  cases,  etc.  Since  starting  for  him- 
self Mr.  Klein  has  added  to  his  stock  quite  a  gen- 
erous line  of  furnishing  goods;  also  a  hat  depart- 
ment, and  another  for  boots  and  shoes.  He  is, 
perhaps,  one  of  the  best  established  tradesmen  in 
the  city,  and  a  worthy  representative  of  the  mer- 
cantile interests,  not  only  of  Beatrice  but  of  Eastern 
Nel)raska. 

Mr.  Klein  was  married  in  the  year  1871,  the 
maiden  of  his  choice  being  Catharine  Moschel,  of 
Livingston  County,  111.,  but  a  native  of  Germany, 
who  came  to  America  in  18G5.  A  sketch  of  her 
parents  is  given  in  the  history  of  her  brother, 
Charles  Moschel.  Four  children  have  been  given 
to  them  .as  the  fruit  of  this  union,  whose  namesare: 
Jacob  A..  Frederick  K..  Ida  M.  and  John  C.  The 
wife  of  our  .subject  is  the  daughter  of  Christian  and 
Margaret  (Schanzen)  Moschel.  who  were  born  in 
Germany. 

In  addition  to  his  store  ami  his  business  interests, 
our  subject  is  largely  engaged  in  other  matters. 
He  is  a  large  stockholder,  and  also  a  director  of 
the  Beatrice  Canning  Company,  and  is  one  of  the 
original  twenty  who  founded  the  Gage  County 
Agricultural  Society.  He  is  also  connected  with 
the  Beatrice  Paper  Coin|)any,  of  which  he  is  Vice 
President,  and  a  member  of  the  School  Board.  In 
addition  to  the  above  lie  is  .agent  for  the  various 
ocean  steamship  companies,  and  is  in  power  to 
contract  for  shipments  and  sell  passenger  tickets  in 
the  usual  way.  He  is  .also  a  Notary  Public,  and 
has  quite  a  large  business  in  the  line  of  collections 
and  foreign  exchanges.  Ui)on  the  list  of  stock- 
holders of  the  Gage  County  National  Bank,  the  name 
of  our  subject  is  very  frequently  met  with,  in  fact 
there  are  very  few,  if  any,  of  the  various  societies^ 
companies  and  associations  that  have  been  pro- 
jected for  the  benefit  and  advancement  of  Bea- 
trice, witii  which  he  has  not  been  i<lcntified,  and  in 
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every  instance  an  active,  sharply  intelligent  and 
effective  worker,  and  has  devoted  himself  heartily 
to  the  upbuilding  of  the  city  of  his  adoption. 

All  that  has  been  accomplished  in  the  life  of  Mr. 
Klein,  its  development  and  business  success,  has 
been  practically  the  result  of  his  own  unaided  effort, 
his  ambition  and  business  tact,  the  enterprise  and 
the  irrepressible  activity,  and  he  is  now  simply 
reaping  the  harvest  these  have  sown  in  other  days. 
His  political  opinions  are  with  the  Democratic 
party,  and  the  influence  he  wields  is  always  in  its 
favor. 

Among  the  representative  citizens  of  whom  por- 
traits are  presented  in  this  volume,  the  well-known 
features  of  Mr.  Klein  will  be  welcomed  by  a  host 
of  friends  and  the  public  in  general. 


■^  EORGE  M.  8TEECE.  Among  the  citizens 
3f  Logan  Township,  there  are  few  who  sur- 
pass in  any  attribute  of  worthy  manhood  and 
good  citizenship  the  gentleman  whose  biography  is 
herein  sketched,  who,  although  a  representative 
farmer  of  llie  township,  is  also  a  member  of  the 
bar,  and  was  at  one  time  connected  with  the  edi- 
torial staff  of  one  of  Iowa's  well-known  papers.  The 
father  of  our  subject.  Archibald  Steece,  was  born 
in  Adams  County,  Ohio,  in  1824.  His  chosen  occu- 
pation in  life  was  that  of  a  stove  molder.  In  1877 
he  went  to  Benton  County,  Iowa,  and  is  at  present 
living  with  his  son,  our  subject.  The  mother  of 
our  subject,  whose  maiden  name  was  Ellen  Sterne, 
was  born  in  Rockingham  County,  Va.,  of  which 
place  also  her  father,  William  Sterne,  though  of 
German  descent,  was  a  native. 

Tlie  grandfather  of  our  subject  was  born  in 
Maryland,  and  afterward  removed  to  Lawrence 
County.  There  he  founded  and  operated  the  Mt. 
Vernon  Furnace,  and  made  his  fortune  thereby. 
He  died  on  the  Missouri  River  in  1851,  while  visit- 
ing thei-e  with  a  view  of  prospecting  for  coal  lands. 
His  father,  the  great-grandfather  of  our  subject, 
came  from  Holland,  and  was  one  of  the  very  earli- 
est settlers. 

The  only  child  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Jonathan 


Steece  was  their  son  George,  tiie  subject  of  this 
sketch.  He  was  ushered  into  life  in  St.  Lawrence 
County,  Ohio,  on  the  2d  of  July,  18i)2.  He  resided 
with  his  parents  until  he  attained  his  majority ; 
after  passing  successfully  through  all  the  classes  of  the 
common  school  he  was  graduated  from  the  Ironton 
High  School  (Ohio),  and  was  a  classmate  of  the  re- 
nowned Dr.  C.  F.  Creighton,  of  Lincoln.  In  1871 
he  entered  the  law  department  at  the  Ann  Arbor 
University,  Mich.,  and  completed  the  course,  being 
graduated  with  honors  in  1873,  but  has  never  prac- 
ticed his  profession.  In  Iowa  he  taught  school  for 
several  years,  and  was  acknowledged  one  of  the 
most  successful  teachers.  For  four  years  he  was 
connected  with  the  Benton  County  Herald,  a  widely 
circulating  journal,  and  ably  conducted.  For  three 
years  or  more  our  subject  worked  as  its  associate 
editor,  and  in  this  department  his  power  was  soon 
recognized.  In  1881  he  removed  to  Logan  Town- 
ship, and  purchased  the  place  which  is  still  occupied 
by  him,  which  comprises  some  160  acres  of  well- 
cultivated,  arable  land,  which  has  been  brought  to 
a  very  high  state  of  agricultural  efficiency  from  its 
original  condition  of  untamed  prairie.  It  is  abun- 
dantly furnished  with  all  the  improvements  that  one 
would  expect  to  find  upon  any  property  owned  by 
a  gentleman  of  the  ability,  taste  and  education  of 
our  subject.  Whether  attention  be  directed  to 
house,  barn  or  farm  buildings,  to  orchard,  fields  or 
groves,  the  result  is  the  same,  and  from  each  in- 
spection the  verdict  would  be  one  of  compliment 
and  gratification.  One  feature  of  intrinsic  value  to 
the  property  is"  the  Cedar  Creek,  which,  passing 
through  it,  provides  at  all  seasons  an  abundant 
supply  of  water. 

In  Benton  County,  Iowa,  upon  the  20th  of 
January  of  the  year  1879,  our  subject  and  Miss 
Eva  Gamble  were  united  in  that  closest  of  all 
earthly  ties,  and  dearest  of  all  earthly  relationships. 
This  lady  was  born  in  Wabash  County,  Ind.,  on  the 
3d  of  September,  1860.  Her  father,  George  Gamble, 
at  present  residing  in  Pipe  Stone  County,  Minn.,  is 
a  native  of  the  same  county.  'Ihe  maiden  name  of 
his  wife,  the  mother  of  our  subject,  was  Mary 
Squires,  also  born  in  Wabash  County.  She  died 
March  12,  1878.  Their  family  included  four 
children — William.    Irene,    Homer  and    Eva.     To 
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Mr.  ami  Mrs.  Steece  have  been  given  four  cliilihen — 
Lottie.  Jessie,  Louis  L.  and  Guy  11. 

Mr.  .Steece  has  alwai's  sustained  an  interest  most 
intense  in  everj'thing  connected  with  education,  and 
has  filled  the  office  of  School  Director  for  four 
j'ears.  Both  he  and  Mrs.  Steece  are  devout  nieni- 
bers  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  and  hold 
their  nieml)ership  at  Summit.  There  are  few 
families  more  popular  or  more  highly  esteemed 
than  this,  or  more  deservedly  so.  In  his  political 
opinions  our  subject  is  one  with  the  Republican 
party,  and  his  political  principles  are  sym[)honious 
with  theirs. 


j  OHN  LYONS,  Sr.     Familiar  among  the  ear. 
I    liest  pioneers  of  this  county  is  the  name  of 


^^  ji  the  gentleman  which  heads  this  sketch,  and 
'^^  who  looked  ui)on  the  face  of  the  country  in 
this  section  during  its  first  settlement.  Of  substan- 
tial stock,  the  offspring  of  a  sturdy  r.ice,  his  has 
been  a  life  pregnant  with  many  vicissitudes,  and  in 
which  he  has  looked  upon  existence  in  all  its  phases. 
Not  the  least  important  among  hi&fsperiences  have 
been  those  among  a  pioneer  people  in  the  beginning 
of  the  development  of  the  Great  West,  and  in  the 
labors  which  have  resulted  in  the  prosperity  and 
wealth  of  this  section  of  Nebraska,  he  has  borne  no 
unimportant  part. 

John  Lyons  was  born  Dec.  14,  1827,  in  Salis- 
bury, Litchfield  Co.,  Conn.  His  father,  also  John 
Lyons,  was  a  naiive  of  England,  and  his  motlier, 
Charlotte  (Bardsley)  Lyons,  was  born  in  Brooklyn, 
N.  Y.  The  ancestry  of  the  father  were  among  the 
earliest  settlers  of  the  no'v  proud  "City  of  Churches," 
and  identified  with  its  subsequent  prosperity,  which 
they  helped  to  bring  about.  Their  residence  there 
dated  from  about  1810,  and  the  Lyons  family  was 
■widely  and  favorably  known  in  that  region  for  sev- 
eral generations. 

The  father  of  our  subject  left  his  native  land 
early  in  life,  and  the  parents  were  married  in  Brook- 
lyn, N.  Y.,  whence  about  1818  they  removed  to 
Litchfield  County,  Conn.  The  father  was  a  brick- 
mason  and  plasterer,  but  died  in  183a,  at  the  early 
age  of  thirty-tluee  years.  The  mother  was  mar- 
but  of   this  latter   union   there 
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were  born  no  children.  Of  the  first  there  were 
eight,  namely:  Amelia,  David,  Pliebe,  Mar^'  and 
.lulia,  who  died  in  infancy;  Charlotte,  John  and 
ALary  A.  Of  these  but  three  are  living,  the  two 
besides  our  subject  being  residents  of  Connecticut. 
The  mother  continued  her  residence  in  the  latter 
Slate  for  some  time,  and  later  took  up  her  al)ode  with 
her  daughter  in  Berkshire  County,  Mass.,  where  she 
spent  her  Last  days,  and  where  her  death  took  place 
Feb.  11,  1884.  after  she  had  readied  the  advanceil 
age  of  ninety  years. 

The  subject  of  this  history  began  in  earnest  the 
battle  of  life  at  the  early  age  of  seven  years,  at  the 
death  of  his  father  being  bjund  out  to  one  Albert 
Selleck,  of  his  native  county,  with  whom  he  was  to 
remain  until  reaching  his  majority.  At  the  expira- 
tion of  this  time  he  was  to  receive  a  yoke  of  oxen, 
a  suit  of  clothes  and  ten  sheep.  He  labored  with 
little  rest  and  no  advantages  for  education  for  a 
period  of  eleven  3'ears,  in  the  meantime  receiving 
harsh  treatment  from  a  merciless  taskmaster.  One 
of  the  examples  of  the  cruelty  of  the  latter  was 
beating  the  boy  with  twelve  apple  sprouts  until  his 
back  was  a  raw  sore. 

As  he  approached  manhood  .young  Lyons  con- 
cluded to  stand  this  mode  of  life  no  longer,  and 
accordingly  ran  aw!iy.  This  procedure  w:is  con- 
sidered a  grievous  offense.  Mr.  Selleck  advertised 
him  as  a  reneg.ade  who  was  neither  to  be  harbored 
nor  trusted.  The  boy.  however,  in  spite  of  his  "rec- 
ommendations" found  friends,  and  repaired  to 
Dutchess  County.  N.  Y..  where  he  worked  at  fann- 
ing until  about  184G,  and  then  went  to  Massachu- 
setts. After  becoming  of  age  he  returned  to  his 
native  county,  and  the  year  following  wjis  united  in 
marriage  with  one  of  its  most  estimable  Joung 
ladies,  Miss  Almira  Shaw,  the  wedding  taking  place 
at  the  home  of  the  bride,  Dec.  31,  1849.  The 
young  people  began  the  journey  of  life  together  in 
M;issachusetts,  where  Mr.  Lj'ons  engaged  in  farm- 
ing, and  lived  there  until  1852. 

Mrs.  Almira  (Shaw)  Lyons  is  the  daughter  of 
Stei)hen  P.  and  Hannah  (Hicks)  Shaw,  who  de- 
scended from  some  of  the  finest  families  of  the 
Empire  State,  and  who  were  of  solid  old  English 
stock.  She  w.as  born  in  Dutchess  County.  N.  Y.. 
at  the  country  home  of  her  [):ueiits  in  LaG range 
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Township,  where  she  livcrl  until  a  girl  of  twelve, 
reared  among  the  qniet  scenes  of  a  Quaker  settle- 
ment. Then  she  removerl  -wilh  her  parents  to 
Litehfielfl  County,  Conn.,  where  slie  remained  until 
her  marriage. 

The  forefatliers  of  Mrs.  Lyons  sailed  from  En- 
gland in  the  ship  "Fortune,"  which  was  the  second 
to  follow  the  '"Mayflower."  in  1621.  Among  them 
was  Robert  Hicks,  of  whom  she  is  a  lineal  descend- 
ant, and  who  was  a  clothes  dresser  from  London. 
Tlie  next  ship,  "Ann,"  brought  his  wife  and  chil- 
dren. They  were  reunited  in  the  latter  part  of 
June,  1622.  Hannah  (Hicks)  Shaw  was  of  the  sev- 
enth generation  of  the  Hicks  family  in  America. 
Nothing  need  here  be  said  of  the  character  and 
standing  of  the  family  in  New  England,  for  their 
history  is  familiar  to  everj'one  at  all  posted  in 
regard  to  the  earlj'  history  of  America.  They  were 
of  the  solid  element  of  New  England,  who  helped 
to  lay  the  foundations  of  its  future  gieatness,  and 
who  assisted  to  instill  into  its  people  the  spirit  of 
patriotism  which  eventually  made  them  free. 

Mrs.  Lyons  was  but  a  maiden  of  seventeen  at  the 
time  of  her  marriage,  and  on  the  8th  of  November, 
1850,  became  the  mother  of  the  only  son  of  herself 
and  her  husband,  whom  they  named  John,  and 
who  is  now  one  of  the  best  known  and  most  repu- 
table citizens  of  this  county,  and  is  represented 
elsewhere  in  this  work.  In  the  spring  of  1«52  they 
determined  to  try  their  fortunes  in  one  of  the  rising 
cities  of  the  West.  Accordingly  disposing  of  his 
interests  in  Connecticut,  Mr.  Lyons  and  his  excel- 
lent wife  gathered  together  their  personal  effects, 
and  bidding  adieu  to  the  friends  and  associations 
of  their  childhood  and  youth,  proceeded  by  way  of 
tiie  lakes  to  Kenosha,  Wis.,  and  renting  a  farm  in 
that  State,  followed  agriculture  for  five  years.  Mr. 
Lyons  then  believing  that  he  could  do  better  in  the 
newly  opened  Territory  of  Southern  Nebraska,  re- 
peated the  experiment  of  removal,  taking  up  his 
residence  among  his  friends  in  Adams  Township 
on  the  22d  of  November,  1857,  and  settling  upon 
land  comprising  the  faim  now  occupied  bj'  George 
Gale.  Mr.  and  Mis.  Lyons  lived  squatter  fashion 
in  a  log  cabin  for  one  year,  and  had  in  common 
with  the  people  of  that  region  their  full  share  of 
hardship  and  privation.     The    Shaw    family,    who 


had  preceded  them,  were  tlie  only  settlers  for  miles 
around,  while  Indians  roamed  over  the  country, 
with  eyes  always   open  to  thievery  and  mischief. 

Mr.  Lj'ons  endured  this  sort  of  life  until  the 
spring  of  1859.  In  May  of  that  year  he  changed 
his  location  to  the  present  site  of  Nebraska  City. 
In  May,  1865,  the  Homestead  Law  having  come 
into  effect,  he  returned  to  the  Nemaha  Valley, 
and  homesteaded  160  acres  of  land,  forty  on 
section  29,  forty  on  section  28,  and  the  bal- 
ance on  section  21.  With  a  portion  of  this  he 
afterward  parted,  and  is  now  the  owner  of  120 
acres.  Upon  this  be  has  a  comfortable  dwelling, 
and  the  outbuildings  necessary  to  his  convenience, 
besides  the  various  other  appliances  gathered  to- 
gether from  year  to  year,  and  which  go  toward  the 
formation  of  the  complete  home.  He  has  a  fine 
apiile  orchard,  the  trees  in  good  bearing  condition, 
and  an  ample  supply  of  the  smaller  fruits,  currants, 
gooseberries,  grapes  and  strawberries. 

At  one  time  Mr.  Lyons  was  acquainted  with 
ncarlj-  all  the  white  people  in  the  three  counties  of 
Clay,  Gage  and  Lancaster.  He  was  prominent  in 
its  public  affairs,  voted  for  the  adoption  of  the  State 
Constitution  in  1860  and  1866,  and  officiated  as 
Justice  of  the  Peace  for  a  term  of  three  years.  He 
cast  his  first  Presidential  vote  for  Zachary  Taylor, 
and  continued  uniformly  with  the  Republican 
party  until  the  election  of  1856,  when  he  voted  for 
James  Buchanan.  Since  that  time  he  has  supported 
Republican  principles.  He  united  with  the  Method- 
ist Episcopal  Church  in  1866,  being  one  of  its 
charier  members  in  Laona.  No  man  has  entertained 
a  deeper  interest  in  the  prosperity  of  Southern 
Nebraska,  and  none  enjoy  in  a  greater  degree  the 
respect  of  its  people. 


SAAC  SEITZ,  Je.  The  traveler  in  passing 
through  the  western  part  of  Glenwood  Town- 
ship cannot  fail  to  notice  the  fine  and  well-con- 
ducted farm  embracing  248  acres  of  fertile  land  on 
section  19.  This  has  been  the  property  of  the  sub- 
ject of  this  sketch  since  the  fall  of  1885,  when  he 
came  to  this  locality  from  Lee  County,  111.  He 
was  born  in  Dayton,  Ohio,  Nov.  18,  1843,  and  was 
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taken  by  bis  parents  when  a  cbild  two  years  of  age 
to  Lee  County,  III.,  wbere  be  was  reared  to  nian- 
boort  and  remained  until  coming  to  tliis  (county. 

Mr.  Seitz  was  reared  as  a  farmer's  bo3',  and  to 
tbis  occupation  lias  given  tlie  labors  of  his  nian- 
bood.  Possessed  with  tlie  proper  conception  of 
rural  life,  be  has  not  only  made  of  it  a  pleasure  in 
the  highest  sense,  but  also  a  source  of  profit.  His 
land  has  been  brought  to  a  productive  condition, 
and  thereon  erected  not  only  the  buildings  essential 
to  the  comfort  and  convenience  of  the  cultured  and 
intelligent  household,  but  those  necessary  to  the 
prosecution  of  agriculture  after  the  most  approved 
methods.  The  residence,  neat  and  substantial,  is 
flanked  by  fruit  and  shade  trees,  the  fences  are  kept 
in  good  shape,  and  the  sleek  and  well-fed  live  stock 
add  to  the  interest  of  the  premises.  A  well-ap- 
pointed farm  enhances  the  value  of  property  around 
it,  and  thus  its  owner  becomes  a  public  benefactor. 
In  tbis  respect  Mr.  Neitz  is  one  of  the  most  useful 
members  of  his  community, 

Mr.  Seitz  commenced  the  struggle  of  life  on  bis 
own  account  at  an  early  age,  and  when  twenty-six 
years  old  was  married.  Dec.  2,  1869,  in  Whiteside 
County,  111.,  to  Miss  Susan  Landis,  who  was  born 
in  Pennsylvania  and  reared  in  Illinois.  The3'  com- 
menced the  journey  of  life  together  near  Dixon, 
in  Lee  County,  III.,  and  in  due  time  became 
the  parents  of  eight  children,  one  of  whom,  an 
infant  daughter,  Ollie,  died  at  the  age  of  eight 
monllis.  Those  surviving  are:  Cora  A.,  Krvin  O.. 
Isaac  H.,  William  A.,  Agnes  M.,  Ora  L.  and  Leslie 
.1.  They  are  all  at  home,  being  carefully'  trained 
to  habits  of  industry  and  honest}',  and  given  the 
education  which  will  fit  them  for  worth}'  mcmbei-s 
of  an  intelligent  community. 

The  father  of  our  subject,  Isaac  Seitz,  Sr..  was 
born  in  Lancaster  County.  Pa.,  and  u|)on  reaching 
manhood  was  married  to  Miss  Klizabeth  Flora,  who 
was  a  native  of  Somerset  County,  that  State.  They 
soon  afterward  settled  near  Dayton.  Ohio,  but  sub- 
sequently changed  their  residence  to  Lee  Count}', 
111.,  where  both  parents  spent  the  remainder  of  their 
lives.  Their  family  consisted  of  six  children,  five 
sons  and  one  daughter,  of  whom  Isaac,  Jr.,  was  the 
youngest.  The  twin  brother  of  our  subject,  Abra- 
ham, lives  in  Iowa,  and  his  sister  near  Ambo}',  III. 


The  parents  of  Mrs.  Seitz  were  Henry  S.  and 
Fanny  (Stauffer)  Landis.  natives  of  Pennsylvania, 
where  they  were  reared  and  married,  and  whence 
the}'  removed  to  the  vicinity  of  Sterling,  Whiteside 
Co.,  III.,  where  they  still  reside,  and  where  the  father 
is  eng.aged  in  farming.  Their  family  of  thirteen 
children  consisted  of  six  girls  and  seven  boj's, 
of  whom  Mrs.  Seitz  was  the  fourth  child.  She  was 
born  March  17,  1850,  and  lived  with  her  parents 
until  assuming  control  of  a  home  of  her  own  as  the 
wife  of  our  subject.  She  has  aided  him  in  the  es- 
tablishment of  one  of  the  most  desirable  homes  in 
the  township.  Mr.  Seitz  is  numbered  among  the 
most  enterprising  men  of  the  county,  and  avails 
himself  of  the  progressive  ideas  of  the  day  in  re- 
gard to  the  prosecution  of  bis  calling  in  the  most 
praiseworthy  and  profitable  manner.  In  politics  be 
is  a  Democrat. 


11^  IRAM  HAUVER  is  a  native  of  Canada,  and 
llfjl  was  born  on  the  •27tb  of  November,  1822. 
'■^K^  in  Stanbridge  Township,  sitUHte<l  about 
■^j  fifty-five  miles  from  the  city  of  Montreal. 
He  is  a  son  of  John  and  Hannah  (Solomon)  Hauver, 
who  were  natives  of  Canada.  Our  subject  grew 
to  manhood  in  his  native  country,  a  loyal  subject  to 
his  Queen,  ami  there  learned  the  trade  of  a  mill- 
wright, which  he  followed  for  about  seven  years,  at 
the  end  of  which  time  he  turned  his  attention  to 
farming. 

During  iiis  residence  in  Canada  our  subject  made 
a  visit  t<j  some  of  tiie  States,  spending  one  year  in 
Hot  Springs,  Ark.,  and  vicinity.  In  the  year  187!) 
he  bought  a  tract  of  land  in  this  township  of  the 
Government,  and  in  January  of  the  year  1880  be 
came  from  his  native  country  and  settled  in  tbis 
county  on  section  .5,  Glenwood  Township.  He  owns 
IGO  acres  of  farming  land,  on  which  he  is  making 
improvements.  It  happened  that  during  a  severe 
windstorm  in  April,  1885,  his  house  was  blown 
down  while  the  inmates  were  at  home,  but  fortu- 
nately none  of  the  family  was  killed,  though  our 
subject  and  his  wife  sustained  some  severe  injuries 
from  the  falling  timbers. 

Mr.  Hauver  was  married,  Dec.  28.  1849,  in  Can- 


■^►HH 


If 


.•►Hh-^ 


45'" 


gagp:  county. 


ada,  to  Miss  Elizabeth  Douglas,  who  was  born  in 
Vermont  on  the  1st  of  March,  1823.  She  is  a 
(laughter  of  Robert  and  Jane  (Hunter)  Douglas. 
The  father  was  a  native  of  Scotland,  and  the  mother 
of  England.  Our  subject  and  his  wife  have  reared 
a  family  of  five  children,  who  have  grown  to  man- 
hood and  womanhood.  Their  names  are:  Jennie  E., 
William  H..  Douglas  K.,  Martha  E.  and  L.  Edith. 
Jennie  is  the  wife  of  Weston  W.  Wyman,  of  Low- 
ell, Mass.;  William  H.  married  Miss  Matilda  Lange, 
and  resides  in  this  township;  he  assists  his  father  in 
tarraing  the  home  place.  Douglas  married  Miss 
Lucy  Olhet;  Martha  is  the  wife  of  Paul  Rochelle, 
she  and  her  brother  Douglas  also  being  residents  of 
Glenwood  Township;  Edith  is  engaged  in  teaching 
school  iind  resides  with  her  i  arents.  By  their  careful 
home  training  and  a  regard  for  the  excellent  princi- 
ples instilled  into  their  minds  by  their  thoughtful 
parents,  this  family  of  children  has  been  well 
equipped  for  useful  and  honorable  positions  in 
social  and  business  life. 

Our  subject  has  acted  in  the  capacity  of  Road 
.Supervisor  for  two  years,  and  has  been  Treasurer 
of  the  school  funds  for  four  years.  He  and  his 
wife  are  prominent  members  of  the  Episcopal 
Church.  He  affiliates  with  the  Democratic  party  and 
keeps  himself  well  informed  on  all  topics  of  the 
day. 

JONATHAN  S.  GRABLE.  The  real-estate 
interests  of  Beatrice  and  vicinity  find  one 
of  their  most  capable  representatives  in  the 
subject  of  this  sketch,  who  located  in  this 
county  in  October  of  1877.  A  native  of  Licking 
County,  Ohio,  he  was  born  near  the  town  of  Etna, 
March  10,  1850,  and  spent  his  early  years  amid  the 
peaceful  surroundings  of  country  life. 

Jonathan  Grable,  Sr.,  the  father  of  our  subject, 
was  a  native  of  Northern  Virginia,  but  left  the  Old 
Dominion  at  an  early  period  of  his  life  to  settle  in 
the  Buckeye  State.  He  was  there  married  to  Miss 
Nancy  Essex,  who  was  the  daughter  of  Isaac  Es- 
sex, also  a  native  of  Virginia.  Mrs.  Nancy  Grable 
was  born  in  Licking  County,  Ohio,  and  by  her 
union  with  the  father  of  our  subject  became  the 
mother  of   nine    children,  of   whom  Jonathan   S., 


of  this  sketch,  was  next  to  the  youngest  born.  Of 
these  four  are  now  living.  The  mother  passed  from 
earth  at  her  home  in  Etna,  Ohio,  in  1871.  The 
father  died  in  1865. 

Young  Grable  acquired  his  earl}'  education  in  • 
the  district  school,  but  when  of  suitable  years  and 
acquirements  became  a  student  at  the  Wesleyan 
College  in  Delaware,  Ohio,  where  he  remained  under 
an  excellent  course  of  instruction  for  a  period  of  two 
years.  Then,  his  father  having  died,  he  returned 
to  the  farm,  where  he  remained  until  the  death  of 
his  mother,  which  occurred  when  he  was  about 
twenty-one  years  of  age.  He  was  not  long  after- 
ward married,  Oct.  10, 1871,  to  Miss  Laura  JMauger, 
the  wedding  taking  place  at  Columbus.  Ohio.  Mrs. 
Grable  was, born  in  May,  1854,  in  Licking  Countj', 
Ohio,  and  is  the  daughter  of  P'rederick  and  Hester 
Mauger,  who  were  natives  of  Pennsylvania.  Her 
father  is  deceased,  and  her  mother  is  living  in  Bea- 
trice. 

After  marriage  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Grable  continued  on 
the  home  farm  until  1877,  when  Mr.  Grable  resolved 
to  cast  his  lot  among  the  people  of  Southern  Ne- 
braska. Coming  to  this  county  he  located  first  on  a 
farm  in  Logan  Township,  and  which  was  situated 
about  four  miles  east  of  the  city  of  Beatrice.  Here  he 
effected  considerable  improvement,  bringing  to  a 
fair  state  of  cultivation  320  acres  of  fertile  land, 
and  continuing  a  practical  agriculturist  until  1880, 
when  he  changed  his  location  and  occupation,  leav- 
ing the  farm  to  engage  in  the  harness  business  in 
the  city,  becoming  the  successor  of  Charles  Everet, 
and  carrying  on  this  business  three  years.  In  1884 
he  became  interested  in  real-estate  and  abstract 
business,  associating  himself  with  J.  L.  Tait,  with 
whom  he  operated  until  the  fall  of  1887,  when  the 
latter  disposed  of  his  interest  in  the  business  to 
Mr.  S.  K.  Davis.  A  short  time  since  Mr.  Grable 
bought  out  Mr.  Davis'  interest,.  He  occupies  con- 
venient offices  and  has  all  the  facilities  for  the  set- 
tlement of  propertj'  matters,  including  a  full  set  of 
abstract  books,  thus  being  able  to  adjust  in  a  prompt 
and  correct  manner  the  various  questions  continu- 
ally arising  in  the  transfer  of  lands  and  lots. 

Mr.  Grable  deals  largely  in  city  property,  of 
which  he  has  secured  some  valuable  ground  and 
a  good  residence.     His  family  includes  six  children, 
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four  bojs  and  two  girls:  Harley  C,  Cnrlton  F., 
Bertie  M.,  HIanche,  Ernest  !S.  and  Luur.i  T.  Mr. 
Grable  lias  held  the  olBee  of  City  Treasurer  in  Bea- 
trice, and  is  regarded  as  one  of  its  most  prompt 
and  reliable  business  men.  He  is  a  Director  and 
stockhi'lder  in  the  Beatrice  Street  Railway  in  both 
the  northern  and  southern  portions  of  tlie  city,  and 
is  identified  in  a  similar  manner  with  the  Masonic 
Temple  Building  and  the  Beatrice  Paper  Mill  Com- 
pany. He  is  also  one  of  the  organizers  of  the  Bea- 
trice Inter-State  Chautauqua  Association,  am)  one 
of  its  five  owners.  He  is  public  si)irited  and  lib- 
eral, and  to  the  enterprises  calculated  for  the  prog- 
ress and  welfare  of  the  cit}'  gives  uniform  and 
generous  sui)port. 


VlfelLLIAM  D.  NICHOLLS,  a  worthy  repre- 
11  sentative  of  tlie  real-estate  interests  of  the 
'I  city  of  Beatrice  and  vicinity,  is  a  native 
of  the  Dominion  of  Canada,  having  been  horn  in 
the  Province  of  Ontario,  near  the  county  seat  of 
Peterborough,  on  the  loth  of  June,  1841.  He  was 
next  to  the  youngest  of  the  four  children  compris- 
ing the  family  of  William  C.  and  Ann  (Davie) 
N icholls,  who  were  of  English  ancestry  and  natives 
of  Bristol,  Englaud. 

Walter  B.  Nicholls,  the  paternal  grandfather  of 
our  subject  and  a  native  of  London,  England,  was  a 
chandler,  and  spent  his  last  years  in  Peterborough, 
Canada.  His  son  William  C.  followed  farming, 
and  is  still  living  in  Canada,  having  now  arrived 
at  the  advanced  age  of  eighty-one  3'ears.  The 
mother  died  in  18o'J.  William  D.,  of  our  sketch, 
spent  his  early  years  upon  the  farm,  and  acquired 
his  earliest  lessons  in  the  common  school.  He  as- 
sisted his  father  in  the  development  of  a  tract  of 
land, and  later,  with  liis  brother  John  B.,  cleared  200 
acies  from  heavy  timber  in  his  native  Province. 
He  continued  a  resident  of  the  Dominion  until 
twentj'-six  years  of  age,  then  coming  over  into  the 
.States,  proceeded  westward  across  the  Mississippi, 
and  changing  his  occupation,  became  a  traveling 
salesman  for  the  firm  of  Van  Brunt  it  Sons,  dealers 
in    farm    implements.     In    the    pursuance    of    this 


business  he  compassed  a  large  portion  of  the  State 
of  Iowa,  and  withdrew  from  it  on  llu'  Isl  of  Janu- 
ary, 1875. 

Mr.  Nicholls,  while  a  resident  of  Atlantic.  Iowa, 
was  united  in  marriage,  Dec.  18,  1874,  to  Miss 
Ada  L.  Pellctt,  who  was  born  in  Susquehanna 
County,  Pa.,  July  21,  1851.  She  made  her  home 
with  her  brothers,  and  was  the  first  lady  teacher  in 
Atlantic,  Iowa.  Her  parents.  Jason  and  Delia  Pel- 
lett,  took  up  their  residence  near  Atlantic,  Iowa, 
about  1888,  where  the  fatlier  follows  farming  and 
both  parents  now  reside.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Nicholls 
in  January,  1875,  moved  to  Beatrice,  and  Mr.  N. 
became  general  agent  and  traveling  salesman  in 
the  interests  of  the  McCormick  Ueai)cr  Company, 
uf  Chicago.  He  was  thus  occupied  three  years, 
and  until  the  1st  of  January,  1878,  when  he  es- 
tablished in  business  on  his  own  account  in  the 
sale  of  farm  implements,  in  which  he  built  up  a 
good  trade,  and  continued  until  Jan.  1,  1884.  Then 
selling  out,  he  first  treated  himself  to  a  visit  to  his 
old  home  in  Can.ada,  and  upon  his  return  to  Bea- 
trice became  interested  in  real  estate,  to  which  he 
has  since  devoted  his  time  and  attention.  He  has 
been  largely  interested  in  farming  lands,  having 
transactions  throughout  Nebraska,  Kansas.  Colo- 
rado and  Dakota.  His  oflice  is  over  Begole  it  Van 
Arsdale's  dry-goods  store.  No.  505  Court  street. 
Mr.  Nicholls  owns  a  fine  three-.story  brick,  which 
occupies  No.  211  Court  street,  and  in  the  trans- 
action of  his  busine.ss  is  supplied  with  the  ab- 
stracts and  all  the  other  appliances  necessary  for 
the  adjustment  of  titles  and  other  questions  con- 
stantly arising. 

To  our  subject  and  his  wife  there  have  been 
born  seven  children,  viz:  Walter  J.,  William  A., 
Mary  L.,  Clara  M.,  Lee  E.,  Marjorie  E.  and  Mona. 
The  eldest  is  thirteen  years  of  age,  and  the  young- 
est two.  They  occupy  a  snug  home  on  the  corner 
of  Ames  and  Seventh  streets,  and  a  good  position 
among  the  cultivated  people  of  the  city.  Mr. 
Nicholls  is  a  member  of  the  Board  of  Tr.ade.  is 
prompt  and  reliable  in  his  business  trans.aclions, 
and,  beginning  in  life  without  means  and  other  re- 
sources than  his  own  industry  and  perseverance, 
is  an  admirable  illustration  of  the  self-made  man. 
Besides  his  city  property,  which  comprises  sevcnty- 
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three  town  lots  aiid  the  Imsiness  house  already 
spoken  of.  he  has  about  $.s,000  woith  of  business 
and  residence  property  in  the  city.  In  politics 
Mr.  Nioholls  is  a  member  of  the  third  party,  or 
Prohibitionist. 


L^^nOMAS  MAYBORN.  The  subject  of  this 
/^^^  sketch,  one  of  the  most  higlily  respected 
^^^  citizens  of  Glenwood  Township,  an  ex-sol- 
dier of  the  Union  army,  and  a  farmer  in  good  cir- 
cumstances, is  pleasantly  located  on  section  31, 
where  he  has  a  fine  homestead  and  is  surrounded 
with  all  the  comforts  of  life.  A  native  of  Dover, 
England,  he  was  born  Nov.  11),  1843,  and  emi- 
grated to  America  with  his  parents  when  but  a 
child.  They  first  settled  in  Oneida  County,  N.  Y., 
but  a  year  and  a  half  later  changed  their  location 
to  Stark  County,  111.,  where  Thomas  acquired  his 
early  education  in  the  common  schools  and  devel- 
oped into  manhood. 

Young  Mayborn  was  still  in  Illinois  upon  the 
outbreak  of  the  late  war,  and  on  the  2,5th  of  Sep- 
tember, 1861,  while  on  a  visit,  to  New  York  State, 
enlisted  in  Company  A,  14th  New  York  Infantry. 
In  the  battle  of  Malvern  Hill,  Va.,  he  was  wounded 
in  the  right  thigh  by  a  minie  ball,  on  account  of 
which  he  was  incapacitated  from  further  service, 
and  was  compelled  to  accept  his  honorable  dis- 
charge. In  the  meantime,  while  lying  helpless,  he 
was  captured  by  the  rebels,  but  fortunately  re- 
leased on  parole  twenty-seven  days  later.  He  left 
the  service  in  December,  1862,  and  returned  to 
Stark  County.  111.,  remaining  there  unable  to  do 
any  labor  for  more  than  a  jear.  With  the  excep- 
tion of  a  year  spent  in  the  arm}',  he  was  a  resident 
of  that  part  of  the  Prairie  State  until  crossing  the 
Mississippi  into  Page  County,  Iowa,  where  he  was 
a  sojourner  until  coming  to  Nebraska  in  the  spring 
of  1881. 

The  homestead  of  our  subject  embraces  160 
acres  of  land,  upon  which  he  has  effected  good  im- 
provements, carefully  cultivating  the  soil,  setting 
out  fruit  and  shade  trees,  and  surrounding  his  fam- 
ily with  the  comforts  and  conveniences  of  modern 
life.     He  gives  his  attention   largely  to   stock-rais- 
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ing,  although  the  cereals  form  no  unimportant  part 
of  the  products  of  his  labor. 

The  parents  of  our  subject  were  Thomas  and 
Caroline  (Harding)  Maj'born,  also  of  English  birth 
and  parentage.  The  father  was  a  farmer  bj'  occu- 
pation; his  death  took  place  in  Stark  County,  111. 
The  mother  is  yet  living,  and  a  resident  of  Wash- 
ington County,  Kan.  The  household  circle  in- 
cluded six  children,  five  sons  .and  one  daughter,  of 
whom  our  subject  was  the  eldest.  He  was  married 
in  Stark  County,  111.,  April  9,  1865,  to  Miss  Re- 
becca, daughter  of  James  and  Ann  (Carter)  Jer- 
rems,  who  were  natives  of  England,  and  emigrated 
to  the  United  States  about  1832.  Mrs.  Mayborn 
was  born  April  5,  1845,  in  Oneida  Count}',  N.  Y., 
and  was  the  fourth  in  a  family  of  eight  children, 
four  sons  and  four  daughters.  Of  these  four  are 
living,  and  residents  of  Nebraska.  Kansas  and  Iowa. 
The  mother  died  in  Oneida  County,  N.  Y.,  about 
1850.  The  father  is  still  living,  and  a  resident  of 
Washington  County,  Kan. 

To  Mr.  and  Iklrs.  Mayborn  there  have  been  horn 
four  children — Thomas  W..  James  A.,  George  H. 
and  Charles  H.  The  eldest  is  twenty-one  years 
of  age,  and  the  youngest  six.  In  politics  Mr. 
Mayborn  is  a  member  of  the  Republican  part3^,and 
has  served  in  his  township  as  School  Treasurer  and 
Road  Supervisor. 


|7_^ENRY  J.  RANDALL, of 

\¥)i]  &  Sons,  carrying  on  a 
^^^    in  paper-hanging  and  he 
(^)     ing.  has  been  establisher 


l]/_^ENRY  J.  RANDALL, of  the  firm  of  Randall 
prosperous  business 
house  and  sign  paint- 
ed in  the  city  of  Bea- 
trice since  the  spring  of  1880,  and  is  now  numbered 
among  its  well-to-do  business  men.  He  was  born 
in  Wiltshire,  England,  Feb.  14,  1840,  and  was  the 
second  child  of  Frederick  and  Ann  (Rogers)  Ran- 
dall, whose  family  included  five  sons  and  two 
daughters.  Of  these  five  are  living,  and  residing 
mostly  in  the  United  States. 

The  parents  of  our  subject,  in  1851,  when  Henry 
J.  was  a  lad  of  eleven  j'ears,  emigrated  to  America 
with  their  little  family  and  settled  on  a  farm  in 
Sullivan  County,  N.  Y.  There  the  father  died 
twelve  years  later,  in  1 863.  The  mother  is  still  living, 
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and  makes  lu-r  home  with  a  danshler  in  the  Empire 
State.  Our  suhject  spent  his  boyhood  under  the 
parental  roof.acquirinjj;  a  common-school  e<lucation. 
At  the  age  of  seventeen  he  began  his  apprentice- 
ship ns  a  painter,  which  he  followed  in  New  York 
State  for  a  period  of  four  j'ears.  and  l)ecame  thor- 
oughly acquainted  with  all  branches  of  tile  business. 
He  finally  embarked  in  business  for  himself  at  Rlid- 
dleton,  Orange  Co.,  N.  Y.,  and  was  greatly  pros- 
pered. Finally,  however,  desirous  of  a  change  of 
location,  he  came  to  Nebraska,  locating  in  the  city 
of  Beatrice,  where  he  has  since  remained.  The 
headquarters  of  the  firm  are  at  No.  617  Court 
street,  where  they  have  a  convenient  location  and 
all  the  appliances  necessary  for  good  work. 

Mr.  Randall,  at  the  age  of  twenty-three,  was  mar- 
ried in  Sullivan  County,  N.  'k .,  Oct.  1,  1 803,  to 
Miss  Policy,  rlaughter  of  Bradley  and  Eliza  (Burr) 
Sherwood,  who  were  at  that  time  residents  of  .Sul- 
livan County.  The  motlier  of  Mrs.  Randall  was  a 
direct  descendant  of  Aaron  Burr,  whose  career  is  a 
matter  of  history.  Mr.  Randall's  wife  was  born 
April  4, '1843,  in  Sullivan.  N.  Y.  The  parental 
household  included  eight  children,  and  all  are  living. 

To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Randall  there  have  been  born 
five  children,  three  sons  and  two  daughters,  namely  : 
George  F..  Frederick  W.,  William  F.,  Isal)el  and 
Carrie.  Our  subject,  politicall}',  affiliates  nith  the 
Republican  party.  Socially,  he  belongs  to  the  Mod- 
ern Woodman.  A  portion  of  his  capital  is  invested 
in  fifty  acres  of  valuable  land  just  outside  the  city 
limits,  whore  he  resides. 
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EDWARD  C.  LEIGH.  The  sid)ject  of  this 
biography,  a  leading  business  man  of  Blakely 
Township,  is  also  one  of  its  most  successful 
farmers  and  stock-growers,  and  makes  a  specialty  of 
high-grade  Durham  cattle.  At  the  head  of  his  herd 
are  "  Drapo "  and  "  Geneva  George."  registered 
animals,  bred  in  Illinois  by  Col.  Fulkerson.  and 
which  have  already  attained  quite  a  reputation  in 
the  West.  The  former  brings  down  the  scales  at 
2.000  pounds,  and  is  the  largest  of  his  kind  in  this 
county. 

Mr.  Leigh  has  been  a  stock-dealer  for  a  period  of 
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nine  years,  raising  and  feeding  and  .shipping  to  the 
Eastern  markets.  He  has  a  large  tract  of  land,  840 
ftcres,  provided  with  suitable  buildings  and  the 
other  appliances  necessary-  for  the  successful  carry- 
ing on  of  this  branch  of  agriculture.  He  keei)s 
about  200  head  of  cattle  all  the  year  roinxl.  and 
usually  about  fifty  to  seventy-five  head  of  calves, 
which  are  mostly  full-bred.  He  sup|>lies  the  cattle- 
tncn  of  this  region  with  some  of  their  best  breeding 
stock. 

Our  subject  has  been  a  resident  of  this  county 
since  the  fall  of  1879,^vhen  he  located  on  a  part  of 
the  land  comprising  his  present  farm.  He  has 
given  his  attention  niainl}'  since  that  time  to  stock- 
laising.  His  land  lies  on  sections  29  and  30,  and  his 
home  is  on  the  former.  Formerly  he  had  been  a 
resident  of  Jersey  County,  111.,  where  he  was  born 
June  15,  1849,  in  the  town  of  Jersey  ville.  His  par- 
ents were  natives  respectivcli'  of  England  and 
Pennsj-lvania;  the  mother  was  born  near  Phila- 
delphia. His  father  w.as  a  farmer  by  occupation, 
and  the  parents  continued  residents  of  the  Ke3-stone 
State  until  1844.  Then,  resolving  upon  a  change 
of  location,  the}'  emigrated  with  their  little  faniil}' 
to  Jersey  County,  III.,  where  Thom.as  Leigh  engaged 
in  farming,  and  where  with  his  excellent  wife  he 
still  lives,  both  having  arrived  at  an  advanced  age. 

Thom.as  Leigh,  the  father  of  our  subject,  was 
born  in  Lancaster,  England,  and  emigrated  with 
his  parents  to  the  United  States  when  a  little  l.id  six 
years  of  age.  They  located  in  Bucks  County,  Pa., 
where  the  paternal  grandparents  of  our  subject  spent 
the  remainder  of  their  days  and  died  when  ripe  in 
years.  Thomsis  Leigh  is  now  eighty  years  old,  and  has 
made  for  himself  a  record  as  an  honest  man  and  a  good 
citizen.  He  was  reared  in  a  (Quaker  communit}'  and 
still  holds  to  the  religious  belief  of  that  peace-loving 
sect.  The  mother  of  our  subject  was  in  her  girl- 
hood Miss  Martha  Van  Horn,  and,  like  her  husband, 
is  a  (Juaker  in  religious  belief.  She  is  seventy-eight 
years  old,  and  has  fulfilled  her  duties  as  wife  and 
mother  in  the  most  praiseworthy  manner,  meriting 
the  esteem  and  confidence  of  all  who  know  her. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  is  the  youngest  of  three 
sons  and  one  daughter.  One  son,  Augustus,  died 
in  Jerseyville  when  about  twenty -one  years  old. 
The  other  son    and  the    <l:iughter  are    residents  of 
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Jersey ville.  Edward  C.  remained  with  his  parents 
in  Jersey  ville,  111.,  until  eighteen  years  of  age,  then 
going  eastward  to  Trenton,  N.  J.,  completed  his 
education  later  at  the  business  college  there.  Upon 
leaving  school  he  returned  to  Illinois,  and  on  the 
22d  of  B'ebruary,  1871,  was  united  in  marriage  with 
Miss  Nettie  J.  Snell,  the  wedding  taking  place  at 
the  home  of  the  bride  in  Jerseyville.  Mrs.  Leigh, 
like  her  husband,  was  also  born  in  Jersey  County, 
111.,  Feb.  12,  1851.  Her  parents,  Asa  and  Priscilla 
(Landon)  Snell,  were  natives  of  Vermont,  where 
they  were  reared  and  married,  and  whence  they 
emigrated  afterward  to  Illinois.  They  settled  in 
Jersey  County  about  1840,  among  the  pioneers  of 
that  region.  The  father  tilled  the  soil  sgccessfully 
the  remainder  of  his  life,  built  up  a  good  home 
from  the  wilderness,  and  departed  hence  in  January, 
1876.  The  mother  survives,  and  makes  her  home 
with  her  children  at  the  old  farm  in  Jersej'  County. 
Although  quite  aged,  she  is  still  active  and  indus- 
trious, and  attends  quite  regularly  the  services  of 
the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  of  which  she  has 
been  a  member  for  several  years.  The  Snell  family 
included  fourteen  children,  six  sons  and  eight 
daughters,  eleven  of  whom  are  living.  Mrs.  Leigh 
received  cftreful  home  training  and  a  good  educa- 
tion in  the  common  schools  of  Jerseyville,  where 
she  remained  until  her  marriage.  Of  her  union 
with  our  subject  there  have  been  born  six  children, 
namely  :  Laura,  Nettie,  Augustus,  Cora,  Martha  and 
Lucretia. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Leigh  after  their  marriage  lived  in 
Jerseyville  for  a  period  of  eight  years,  where  Mr.  L. 
was  most  of  the  time  connected  with  the  banking- 
house  of  Cross  &  Swollow,  occupying  a  responsible 
position  as  confidential  clerk,  and  enjoying  in  a  more 
than  ordinary  degree  the  confidence  and  esteem  of 
the  firm.  This  experience  proved  invaluable  to 
him,  giving  him  a  fine  insight  into  the  proper 
methods  of  transacting  business,  and  in  addition  to 
his  natural  capacities,  has  been  the  secret  of  his  suc- 
cess. His  excellent  wife  is  a  member  of  the  Con- 
gregational Church,  at  Blakely.  Mr.  L.  has  always 
been  interested  in  Sund.ay-school  work,  and  has 
proved  himself  very  efficient  in  the  establishment 
and  maintenance  of  the  schools  wherever  he  has 
been.     He  takes  an  active  part,  ofliciating  as  teacher 


and  contributing  in  a  substantial  manner  to  its  en- 
couragement and  support.  Politically,  he  votes  the 
straight  Republican  ticket,  and  sociallj',  belongs  to 
the  I.  O.  0.  F.  and  K.  of  P. 


ELI  SCIIOCK,  a  retired  farmer,  and  at  present 
engaged  in  the  manufacture  of  sorghum, 
'i  has  been  a  resident  of  Blue  Springs  since 
the  spring  of  1887.  His  fine  two-stor}'  residence 
on  Saunders  street  invariably  attracts  the  attention 
of  the  passer-by,  and  is  indicative  of  the  enterprise 
and  ample  means  of  the  proprietor,  while  its  sur- 
roundings are  suggestive  of  the  comforts  and  re- 
finements of  the  complete  modern  home.  Mr. 
Schock  has  here  three  acres  of  land,  which  in  time 
he  proposes  to  divide  into  town  lots  which  vvill  net 
him  a  snug  sum  of  money. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  is  the  ofi'spring  of  a 
good  family,  being  the  son  of  George  Schock,  who 
was  born  in  Union  County,  Pa.,  in  1799.  He  ac- 
quired a  good  common-school  education,  and  after- 
ward learned  the  carpenter  trade,  which  he  followed 
a  number  of  years  in  Ohio,  locating  in  Seneca 
County  near  the  5'oung  town  of  Bellevue,  and 
giving  at  that  early  day  as  high  as  $40  an  acre. 
He  owned  and  operated  this  until  the  spring  of 
1870,  adding  to  the  labors  of  general  farming  that 
of  stock-raising,  in  which  he  met  with  fine  success. 
In  the  year  mentioned  he  sold  his  land  at  $100  per 
acre,  which  fact  speaks  well  for  the  manner  in  which 
he  had  improved  the  land  and  cultivated  the  soil. 
The  homestead  was  recognized  as  one  of  the  most 
desirable  in  that  part  of  the  Buckeye  State. 

From  Ohio  the  father  of  our  subject  migrated  to 
St.  Joseph  County,  Mich.,  settling  on  160  acres  of 
land  three  miles  northeast  of  Three  Rivers,  and 
which  he  still  owns.  This  also  he  brought  to  a  fine 
state  of  cultivation,  and  has  one  of  the  most  val- 
uable homesteads  in  that  region.  The  elder  Schock, 
as  the  result  of  a  temperate  life  and  correct  habits, 
is  still  in  the  enjoyment  of  health  and  strength) 
and  every  two  years  visits  his  children  in  this 
State.  The  mother  in  her  girlhood  was  Miss  Lucy 
U.  Ware,  and  was  born  in  Union  County,  Pa.,  in 
1804.     She  removed   with  her  parents  to  Ohio  at 


^h 


-^1- 


GAGE  COUNTY. 


tlie  nge  of  ton  ycnrs,  and  c-ontiniicd  a  member  of 
the  household  circle  until  her  marriage.  She  is 
still  living,  and  with  her  husband  has  passed  be- 
yond the  age  usually  allotted  mankind,  being  eighty- 
four  years  of  age,  while  Mr.  .Schock  is  eiglity-nine. 
They  are  devoted  members  of  the  German  Reformed 
Church,  and  Mr.  Schock  in  his  younger  years  was 
particularly  active  in  Sunday-school  work,  officiat- 
ing as  Superintendent  from  the  time  he  was  a  young 
man  until  the  weight  of  years  rendered  this  im- 
practicable. 

John  Schock,  the  paternal  grandfather  of  our 
subject,  was  also  a  native  of  Union  Couut}',  Pa., 
and  was  born  about  1778.  He  acquired  a  good 
common-school  education,  and  employed  himself 
in  farm  pursuits,  remaining  in  his  native  State  until 
after  his  majority.  He  then,  in  1815,  migrated  to 
Seneca  County,  Ohio,  wiiere  he  secured  a  tract  of 
wild  land,  which  in  due  time  he  transformed  into 
one  of  the  finest  farms  of  that  region.  He  was  the 
father  of  eight  chihlren,  all  of  whom  lived  to  ma- 
ture years.  After  the  death  of  his  wife  he  made 
his  home  with  his  son  George,  in  Ohio,  where  he 
spent  the  remainder  of  his  days,  dying  about  1881. 
Grandfather  Schock  was  a  Lutheran  in  religion,  and 
a  man  of  good  business  capacity. 

Eli  Schock,  our  subject,  was  born  in  Seneca 
County,  Ohio,  May  14,  1856,  and  was  a  resident  of 
his  native  State  until  a  youth  of  sixteen  years.  He 
received  a  common-school  education,  and  upon 
leaving  home  made  his  way  to  St.  Joseph  County, 
Mich.,  with  his  parents,  and  completed  his  studies 
in  the  school  at  Three  Rivers.  After  attaining  his 
ma^oritj'  he  worked  for  his  father  one  3'ear,  then 
making  his  w.iy  to  this  State,  purchased  IGO  acres 
of  land  in  Sicily*  Township,  from  which  he  im- 
proved a  good  farm,  erected  suitable  buildings  and 
met  with  fine  success,  adding  to  general  agriculture 
the  business  of  stock-raising.  He  was  thus  em- 
ployed for  a  period  of  ten  years,  then  selling  out, 
changed  his  residence  to  Blue  Springs,  and  estab- 
lished himself  in  the  business  where  he  may  now 
be  found.  He  is  still  a  3'oung  man  comparatively, 
with  a  prospect  of  many  years  yet  before  him,  and 
enjoys  the  confidence  and  esteem  of  hosts  of  friends. 

The  marriage  of  our  subject  with  Miss  Susan 
Steinmetz,  of   St.  Josei)h,  Mich.,  was  celebrated  at 


the  home  of  tlie  bri<1e,  Aug,  IG,  1877.  The  young 
people  commenced  the  journey  of  life  together  in 
Gage  County,  N4Bb.,  and  are  now  the  parents  of 
four  children,  viz:  Elson  L.,  Ora  .Sabilia.  Jesse  Jas- 
per and  Olivia  Orelta.  They  foim  a  Ijright  and 
interesting  group,  of  whom  the  parents  may  well 
be  proud,  and  are  being  given  those  advantages 
suited  to  their  position  in  life. 

Mrs.  Schock  was  born  in  Northampton  County, 
Pa.,  March  25,  1800,  and  is  the  daughter  of  Gideon 
Steinmetz,  a  native  of  Pennsylvania,  and  a  farmer 
by  occupiition.  The  family  left  the  Keystone  State 
when  their  daughter  Susan  was  young  in  years,  emi- 
grating to  St.  Joseph  County.  Mich.,  and  at  once 
taking  possession  of  a  tract  of  land,  where  the  father 
tilled  the  soil  until  the  spring  of  1878.  The  par- 
ents are  still  living,  in  Rice  County,  Kan.  Their 
family  consisted  of  thirteen  children,  four  sons  and 
tiiree  daughters  still  living,  residents  of  Kansas,  Col- 
orado and  Nebraska.  Susan,  Mre.  Schock,  in  com- 
mon with  her  brothers  and  sisters  was  given  a  good, 
practical  education  and  received  careful  home  train- 
ing. Both  she  and  her  husband  are  members  in 
good  standing  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church, 
and  active  in  Sunday-school  work. 


O^iERD   GERDES.     Barneslon    Township    h.as 
J,  few    more    honorable,  thoroughly  practical 
I   and  successful  farmers  or  stock-raisers  than 

the  subject  of  this  biographical  sketch.  He  is  a 
native  of  Germany,  and  was  born  on  the  10th  of 
November,  1852,  in  Hanover,  to  Gerd  and  Trantje 
Gerdes,  both  natives  of  the  same  country,  and  the 
former  of  whom  is  deceased.  The  family  emigrated 
to  the  United  States  in  the  year  1869,  and  after 
some  prospecting  settled  inAtchison  County,  Mo. 

Our  subject  received  a  good  education  in  his 
native  country,  and  since  coming  to  America  has 
learned  sufDcient  to  form  quite  a  good  English  edu- 
cation. He  came  to  this  county  in  1883,  and  set- 
tled where  he  now  resides,  upon  section  32,  where 
he  owns  200  acres  of  land ;  he  also  owns  eighty 
acres  in  Marshall  County,  Kan.,  both  being  op- 
erated as  general  grain  and  stock  farms.  His  prop- 
erty is  quite   valuable,   well  watered  and   unusually 
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fertile;  his  harvests  as  a  rule  are  quite  large,  and  his 
stock  of  the  higiiest  order. 

The  parents  of  our  subject  were  the  recipients  of 
seven  children,  of  whom  Gard,  our  subject,  is  the 
youngest.  His  father  died  in  1874,  in  Atchison 
Count}',  Mo.,  having  lived  to  the  age  of  seventy- 
three  years.  His  mother,  who  has  reached  the  ad- 
vanced age  of  seventy-four,  makes  her  home  with 
our  subject  at  Barneston.  Mr.  Gerdes  was  reared 
in  the  faith  of  the  Lutheran  Church  in  his  native 
country,  and  has  continued  in  the  same  ever  since, 
and  is  at  present  affiliated  with  the  congregation  in 
Barneston  Townsliip,  and  is  among  the  most  devout 
of  the  communion. 

'■SN^- ^?t^..^«S&^'€=;^-«5tf~ 

WILLIAM  O.  LANGWORTHY.  About 
thirteen  years  ago  the  subject  of  this  sketch 
decided  to  cast  his  lot  with  the  people  of 
Southern  Nebraska,  and  accordingly  pitched  his 
tent  upon  a  portion  of  the  land  which  he  now  oc- 
cupies, and  which  is  eligibly  located  on  section  32, 
in  Blakel}'  Township.  Here  he  has  effected  the 
improvements  naturally  resulting  from  continued 
industry  upon  the  spot  which  a  man  calls  home,  and 
where  his  interests  most  closely  center. 

Before  coming  to  this  State  Mr.  Langworthy 
was  a  resident  of  Woodford  County,  111.,  where  he 
had  carried  on  farming  for  a  period  of  sixteen 
years.  He  had  removed  from  Peoria  County  to 
that  section  in  1861,  and  came  to  Nebraska  in  1876. 
In  Peoria,  111.,  he  had  carried  on  carpentering,  at 
which  he  had  served  a  regular  apprenticeship,  and 
had  operated  considerably  in  the  South,  largely  in 
Alabama.  In  Illinois  he  was  a  contractor,  and  as 
the  result  of  his  labors  haudled  a  large  amount  of 
money,  and  was  very  successful. 

Mr.  Langworthy  is  a  native  of  Devonshire,  En- 
gland, where  his  birth  took  place  July  1,  1812.  He 
came  to  the  United  States  in  1836,  when  a  young 
man  twenty-four  years  of  age,  and  soon  went  South, 
traveling  over  a  large  portion  of  that  region  both 
for  pleasure  and  recreation  and  in  pursuit  of  his 
business.  His  father,  Robert  Langworthy,  was  born 
and  spent  his  entire  life  in  Devonshire,  where  he, 
too,  carried  on  the  trade  of  carpenter  in  connection 


with  undertaking.  The  mother,  Mrs.  Sarah  (Oldrey) 
Langworthy,  was  born  and  reared  not  far  from  the 
home  of  her  husband,  and  there  passed  away  some 
years  after  the  death  of  her  iiusband.  They  were 
people  of  the  highest  respectability  and  worth,  and 
members  in  good  standing  of  the  Church  of  England. 
Their  family  consisted  of  ten  children,  six  sons  and 
four  daughters,  of  whom  William,  our  subject,  is 
the  sole  survivor. 

In  his  native  England  Mr.  Langworthy  received 
a  good  education,  and  was  reared  in  a  manner  be- 
fitting the  son  of  worthy  and  intelligent  parents. 
He  learned  the  carpenter  trade  under  the  instruction 
of  his  father,  and  was  well  qualified  upon  coming  to 
this  country  to  make  his  own  way  in  the  world. 
Upon  taking  up  his  abode  in  Woodford  County, 
111.,  he  abandoned  the  bench  for  farming.  He  had 
met  and  married  in  New  York  City  Miss  Caroline 
Oldrey,  who  wasalsoof  English  birth  and  parentage, 
and  wlio  first  opened  her  e3-es  to  the  light  among 
the  Devonshire  hills,  on  the  10th  of  March,  1813. 
Mrs.  Langworthy  is  the  only  daughter  of  her  father, 
Samuel  Oldrey,  by  his  last  marriage,  her  mother  in 
her  girlhood  having  been  Miss  Ann  Furneaux.  The 
Oldrey  family  was  an  old  and  highly  respected  one 
in  Devonshire,  and  generally  well-to-do,  accumulat- 
ing a  large  amount  of  property. 

The  parents  of  Mrs.  Langworthy  lived  to  a  ripe 
old  age,  maintaining  that  consistent  Christian  char- 
acter in  keeping  with  their  almost  lifelong  connec- 
tion with  the  Church  of  England.  Their  family 
consisted  of  five  children,  three  of  whom  are  living 
in  England.  Miss  Caroline  received  the  advantages 
of  the  best  local  schools,  and  was  taught  by  a 
careful  mother  those  household  duties  which  are 
so  important  to  the  comfort  and  happiness  of  a 
home.  Being  bright  and  ambitious  to  do  for  her- 
self, she  went  to  the  city  of  London  when  quite 
young,  and  after  the  manner  of  those  times  applied 
herself  to  domestic  employments,  and  also  became 
a  skilled  seamstress.  She  finally  became  a  lady's 
maid,  and  thence  advanced  to  the  position  of  trus'.ed 
housekeeper.  Subsequently  she  was  raised  to  the 
post  of  companion,  and  in  this  capacity  traveled 
over  the  whole  of  the  English  Empire,  including 
Ireland,  Scotland,  Wales  and  France.  Being  pos- 
sessed of  more  than  usual  intelligence,  this   oppor- 
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tunitj'  for  instruction  and  observation  was  improved 
by  her  to  tlie  utmost,  and  siie  ret!\ins  to  this  day 
H  clear  recollection  of  the  cities  she  visited  and  the 
incidents  connected  therewith.  In  addition  to  this 
she  has  been  an  exhaustive  reader  of  English  and 
Scotch  history.  Ft  is  seldom  there  is  met  with  a 
lady  of  brighter  intellect,  or  one  who  has  made  such 
good  use  of  her  time  and  opportunities. 

Mrs.  Langworthy  made  the  acquaintance  of  our 
subject  in  England,  having  been  born  in  the  same 
parish,  and  by  previous  arrangement  joined  him 
in  the  United  States,  May  4,  1853.  They  were 
married  in  New  York  City,  on  the  16th  of  May, 
1853.  and  commenced  the  journey  of  life  together 
in  a  snug  home  at  Peoria,  111.  Mrs.  L.  has  been 
the  efficient  helper  of  her  husband  in  ail  bis  under- 
takings, being  equally  interested  with  him  in  the 
building  up  of  their  homestead.  Their  union  has 
been  blessed  by  the  birth  of  six  children,  two  of 
whom,  Sarah  0.  and  Sarah  J.,  died  in  early  childhood  ; 
John  owns  a  farm  in  Jefferson  County,  but  lives 
with  his  parents;  William  R.  owns  and  operates  a 
farm  in  Chase  County ;  he  married  Miss  Florence 
Stansbury,  of  Jefferson  Count}-.  Lewis  man.nges 
the  home  farm ;  and  Carrie  is  the  wife  of  W.  N. 
Sparks,  a  well-to-do  farmer  of  Lincoln  Township. 

Mr.  Langworth}-,  upon  becoming  a  naturalized 
citizen,  identified  himself  with  the  Republican 
party,  of  which  he  has  since  been  a  cordial  sup- 
porter. Both  he  and  his  wife  belong  to  the  Episco- 
pal Church,  but  they  give  liberal  contributions  to 
other  churches.  They  occupy  a  good  position 
among  the  better  element  of  Gage  Count\'.  and 
have  contributed  materially  to  its  moral  and  intel- 
lectual advancement. 


-H:h^- 


ELIAS  C.  WILCOX.  The  father  of  our  sub- 
ject,  Levi  V.  Wilcox,  was  born  about  the 
■  year  1797  at  New  Providence,  Essex  Co., 
N.  J.,  fifteen  miles  from  New  York  City.  There 
he  received  a  common-school  education,  after  which 
he  moved   to   Ohio,   settling   near   New   Lebanon. 


For  two  years  he  was  engaged  in  fdling  a  contract 
on  the  Miami  Canal,  building  several  .sections,  his 
part  of  it  being  in  the  vicinity  known  as  Shaker 
Swamps.  When  he  was  about  forty  years  old  he 
moved  to  Fountain  County,  Ind.,  on  the  Wabash 
River,  in  which  place  he  bought  a  farm  and  spent 
some  time  in  making  improvements  on  it.  Then 
selling  this  land,  he  crossed  the  Wabash  River  into 
Warren  County,  and  there  improved  400  acres  of 
land,  on  which  he  resided  until  the  time  of  his  death 
in   1854. 

As  to  his  birth  our  subject  cannot  tell  positively, 
but  in  the  year  1856,  while  tramping  across  a  field 
in  New  Jersey,  in  the  neighborhood  of  his  late 
father's  home,  he  found  a  turtle  with  the  name  of 
his  father  and  the  date  1815  cut  on  it.  About  the 
j'ear  1816  the  father  of  our  subject  married  Miss 
Ilulda  Crane,  of  New  Jersey.  They  were  the  pai;- 
ents  of  eight  children,  of  whom  four  are  still  living, 
all  having  arrived  at  the  age  of  maturity  save  one, 
whose  death  occurred  at  tiie  age  of  nineteen,  and  a 
sister  at  fourteen  years  of  age.  Those  who  are  sur- 
viving are  Col.  Frank  Wilcox,  of  Champaign,  111.; 
Mrs.  Annie  Adkison,  of  Wiuterset,  Iowa;  John 
Wilcox,  a  farmer  at  Storm  Lake,   and   our  subject. 

Hulda  Crane  was  the  daughter  of  John  Crane,  of 
New  Jersey,  her  death  occurring  in  Indiana  in  the 
year  1 837,  at  about  thirty-seven  years  of  age.  Her 
father  was  a  farmer  in  New  Jersej-.  his  land  lying 
along  the  Passaic  River  one  mile  from  New  Provi- 
dence. He  belonged  to  Capt.  Wood's  minute  men 
of  Revolutiunar}'  AVar  famp.  He  was  born  about 
the  year  17G-2.  and  died  on  the  4th  of  March,  1844. 
His  wife  was  Miss  Betsey  Mulfurd,  who  died 
in  1828. 

Levi  Wilcox,  the  grandfather  of  our  subject,  was 
born  in  New  Jersey  about  the  year  1760.  He  was 
a  farmer  in  Esses  Couuty  (now  known  as  Union 
County),  and  he  also  belonged  to  Capt.  Wood's 
minute  men.  He  married  Miss  Esther  Valentine, 
and  to  them  were  born  four  children,  as  follows: 
Daniel  M.  Wilcox;  Rachel,  who  married  William 
Van  Blarkam.  of  Paterson,  N.  J. ;  Betsej',  who  married 
Capt.  Joseph  Doly.  of  the  same  section,  and  for  her 
second  husband  Joseph  Wilson,  of  Morristown.  N. 
J.;  and  Levi  V.,  the  father  of  our  subject.  Levi 
Wilcox  died  in  1843,  aged  about  fourscore  years. 
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His  wife  died  in  1836,  our  suhject  living  with  her 
at  the  time. 

William  Wilcox  was  born  in  New  Jersey,  and 
died  at  the  age  of  sixty-six  years,  having  lived  on 
the  same  tract  of  land  as  that  occupied  by  his 
family,  his  death  occurring  before  the  memory  of 
our  subject.  He  had  four  sons,  one  of  whom  fol- 
lowed Daniel  Boone  to  Kentucky,  and  soon  lost  his 
life  there.  Peter  Wilcox,  the  father  of  William, 
arrived  from  England  in  1736,  and  the  Elizabeth- 
town  Association  surveyed  to  him  400  acres  of 
land  in  New  Jersey.  This  is  shown  by  the  records 
in  the  Presbyterian  Church  at  WestBeld,  N.  J.  Levi 
V.  Wilcox  served  as  Deputy  Sheriff  in  his  native 
Stale.  All  of  these  ancestors  of  our  subject  were 
members  of  the  Methodist  Church,  and  with  his 
grandfather  Wilcox,  Lorenzo  Dow  used  frequently 
to  stop.  The  descendants  are  still  living  on  the 
family  farm,  the  only  living  brother  of  Hulda  Crane 
now  residing  near  Valllsca,  Iowa,  aged  eighty- 
six  years. 

Elias  C.  Wilcox,  our  subject,  was  born  on  the  4th 
of  February,  1822,  in  Essex  County,  N.  J.  He  re- 
ceived a  good  common-school  education,  after 
which  he  worked  on  the  farm  of  his  grandfather, 
living  with  him  until  seventeen  years  of  age.  He 
then  clerked  for  two  years  for  AVoodruflf  &  Co.,  of 
Elizabethtown,  and  in  1841  he  went  to  Indiana 
and  joined  his  parents.  For  awhile  he  worked  on  a 
farm,  after  which  he  clerked  in  a  store  until  1847, 
when  he  was  appointed  Collector  of  Ttills  on  the 
AVabash  Canal,  at  Cov.ington,  Ind.  He  received 
his  appointment  from  Ste.arns  Fisher,  well  known  as 
the  Superintendent  of  the  State  Public  AVorks,  and 
held  his  position  until  the  fall  of  1854,  when  he  was 
elected  Clerk  of  the  Court  for  Fountain  County 
on  the  Republican  ticket,  or  rather  Whig,  the  Re- 
publican party  hardly  being  then  born.  He  was  re- 
elected in  1858  for  the  same  olBce,  and  held  his 
position  until  November.  1862. 

From  that  date  until  the  close  of  the  war  our  sub- 
ject occupied  the  position  of  Provost  Marshal  for 
Fountain  County,  having  his  headquarters  in  Cov- 
ington, the  place  of  his  home.  He  spent  the 
summer  of  1866  in  traveling  over  the  State  of  Ar- 
kansas in  behalf  of  the  Western  Stage  Company. 
He  was  there  opening  mail  routes  and  appointing 


Postmasters,  for  which  he  had  a  commission  from 
the  Government  already  signed,  our  subject  taking 
bond  and  returning  to  the  Government.  The  next 
year  he  moved  to  Champaign  County,  111.,  where 
he  raised  a  very  large  crop  of  grain  and  160  acres 
of  corn,  the  latter  selling  at  eighty  cents  per 
bushel. 

In  tiie  spring  of  1868  our  subject  moved  to 
Union  County,  Iowa,  where  he  bought  a  new  farm 
of  160  acres,  and  improved  it  with  a  house,  barn 
and  other  farm  buildings  He  remained  there  two 
years,  and  in  the  fall  of  1869  he  was  selected  by 
the  people  without  any  effort  on  his  part,  and  was 
nominated  for  County  Auditor.  The  nomination 
resulted  in  his  election,  .and  after  occui^ying  the 
position  for  two  years  he  was  re-elected  in  1871, 
and  held  the  office  until  1873.  To  the  end  of  the 
year  during  this  term  he  lived  at  Afton,  Iowa.  In 
1874  he  moved  to  Sheridan  in  the  same  State,  and 
engaged  in  the  lumber  business,  which  he  continued 
for  throe  years,  and  thence  went  to  Farragut,  where 
he  had  charge  of  a  stock  of  goods  until  1881.  after- 
ward, selling,  and  coming  to  AVymore  when  tlie  city 
had  just  been  platted. 

In  June,  1882,  the  Blue  A^alley  Bank  was  organ- 
ized, and  our  subject  became  its  cashier,  serving  in 
that  capacity  for  five  years.  In  the  meantime  he 
was  elected  City  Treasurer,  to  which  position  he  h.as 
successively  been  elected  until  the  present  time. 
He  is  also  the  Treasurer  of  the  School  Board,  and 
is  eng.aged  in  the  real-estate  and  insurance  business. 
Our  sul)ject  attended  the  convention  held  at  Phila- 
delphia in  1856,  which  nominated  John  C.  Fremont, 
and  he  has  since  been  with  the  Republican  party. 
He  is  also  a  Chapter  member  and  Master  of  tiie 
Blue  Lodge,  of  Wymore. 

On  the  8th  of  February,  1  848,  Mr.  AA^ileox  was 
united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Rachael  V.  Fields,  at 
Covington,  Ind.,  which  union  has  been  blessed  with 
four  children,  of  whom  three  are  living,  viz :  Albert 
C,  Kate  L.  and  Frank.  The  wife  of  our  subject 
was  born  at  Clarksburg,  Va.,  in  1828,  and  is  a 
daughter  of  John  Fields,  who  was  born  in  Pennsyl- 
vania about  the  year  1802.  He  lived  for  awhile  at 
Clarksburg,  Va.,  tlicn  moved  to  Covington,  Ind., 
in  which  place  he  was  Postmaster  and  Justice  of  the 
Peace,  and  died  there  in  1876.     Mrs.  Wilcox  re- 
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ceived  a  eommoii-Sfliool  education,  and  lived  with 
her  parents  until  the  time  of  her  marriage.  Her 
mollier  was  Miss  Harris,  a  native  of  Virginia,  iier 
death  occurring  about  185ti. 

Albert  C.  Wilcox  married  Miss  Carrie  AVallacc,  of 
Sheridan,  Iowa,  and  the}'  arc  the  parents  of  two  chil- 
dren— Anna  and  Laird  E;  they  live  in  McPherson 
County,  Kan.,  the  husband  having  charge  of  the 
McKinley  Hellicker  Investment  Company  for  the 
State  of  Kansas.  Frank  is  engaged  in  the  loan 
business  in  Horace,  Greelej'  Co.,  Kan.  Our  subject 
has  been  a  resident  of  AVymore  from  the  time  it  was 
plaUed  out  through  the  corn  fields  to  its  present 
enterprising  state,  and  has  done  very  much  to  iielp 
bring  about  its  improvements. 

<fp^  DWARD  ARNOLD  is  a  public-spirited  far- 
iNl  raer  residing  on  section  IG,  Glenwood  Town- 
/** — ^  ship.  His  father,  George  Arnold,  is  a  native 
of  IJavaria,  Germanj',  and  his  mother,  Catherine 
(Bishop)  Arnold,  w.as  a  native  of  Switzerland.  Thej' 
were  married,  and  continued  to  make  their  home  in 
Switzerland  until  about  the  year  1845,  when  they 
came  to  America.  Oh  their  arrival  in  this  country 
they  settled  in  Essex  County,  N.  J.,  and  afterward 
moved  to  Ohio,  and  the  mother  died  in  Licking 
County,  Ohio,  on  the  6th  of  August,  1854.  The 
father  is  now  a  resident  of  Columbus  of  the  above- 
named  Stale.  They  were  the  parents  of  four  chil- 
dren, whose  names  are:  Edward,  Margaret,  Louisa 
and  George. 

Our  subject  was  born  in  Switzerland  on  the  7th 
of  May,  1844,  and  was  but  eighteen  months  old 
when  his  parents  emigrated  to  this  country.  He 
spent  his  earl}'  life  in  New  Jersey  and  Ohio,  coming 
from  the  latter  State  to  Nebraska  in  18G7.  His 
father  carried  on  the  coopering  business  in  the  small 
village  of  Etna,  Ohio,  in  which  pl.ace  our  subject 
w.is  reared  to  manhood.  He  received  a  common- 
school  education,  and  lived  at  home  until  he  came 
to  this  State,  with  the  exception  of  three  years  and 
eight  months  spent  in  the  service  of  his  countrj'  as 
a  soldier. 

On  the  29th  of  October,  1861,  Mr.  Arnold  en- 
listed as  a  private  in  Compan}'  E,  7Gth  Ohio  In- 
<• — — __^__ 


fantry,  and  was  afterward  promoted  to  the  rank  of 
Sergeant  During  his  counection  with  the  army  he 
participated  in  thirty-three  general  engagements,  to- 
gether with  battles  of  lesser  note.  At  the  battle  of 
Ringgold,  Ga.,  he  was  wounded  in  the  right  arm 
and  side,  and  was  incapacitated  for  service  for  about 
two  months,  which  time  he  siwnt  in  the  hospital. 
For  his  loyalty  in  the  service  of  the  countrj-,  and 
because  of  the  wound  which  he  received,  he  is  al- 
lowed a  pension  by  the  Government.  Although  a 
stated  amount  of  money  at  intervals  can  hardly  be 
said  to  be  a  fair  exchange  for  the  health  and  com- 
fort of  any  man,  it  is  j'et  his  just  due,  and  a  mark 
of  a|)preciation  which  should  never  be  withheld 
from  those  who  gave  much  in  so  good  a  cause. 

At  the  expiration  of  his  term  of  service  our  sub- 
ject returned  to  Uhio,  and  after  remaining  in  that 
State  for  one  year,  he  came  to  Fails  City,  Richard- 
son Co.,  Neb.  He  then  engaged  in  farming,  and 
after  a  residence  there  of  three  years  he  came  to 
this  county,  in  the  spring  of  1870.  He  settled  in 
Midland  Township,  where  he  lived  for  thirteen 
years,  and  in  1883  he  moved  to  Glenwood  Town- 
ship, in  which  he  owns  a  farm  of  200  acres  on  sec- 
tions 9  and  1 6.  He  has  erected  a  good  house  and 
buildings,  and  has  made  man\'  noticeable  improve- 
ments on  his  land. 

On  the  20th  of  February,  1870,  Mr.  Arnold  was 
united  in  marri.age,  in  Falls  City,  with  Miss  Kate  M. 
Paxton.  who  is  a  daughter  of  William  and  Lucinda 
(Moss)  Paxton.  She  was  born  in  Barren  County,  Ky., 
on  the  17th  of  March,  1848,  an<l  came  to  this  State 
in  18G5.  To  their  home  has  come  a  familj'  of  ten 
chihlren,  all  of  whom  were  born  in  this  count}', 
and  their  names  are  mentioned  as  follows:  George 
P.,  Charles  W.,  Alice  M.,  Edward  L.,  Ernest  J., 
Archie.  Arthur  G.,  May  B.,  Maggie  E.,  and  an  in- 
fant son  unnamed.  Mrs.  Arnold  is  a  member  of 
the  Christian  Church.  The  older  members  of  the 
family  were  afforded  the  advantages  for  receiving 
good  educations,  and  are  fitting  themselves  to  adorn 
the  stations  in  life  in  which  tl>ey  may  be  placed,  and 
are  an  honor  to  their  p:irents,  while  the  younger 
members  are  still  in  the  enjoyment  of  their  child- 
hood days,  and  are  happy  and  free  from  care. 

While  our  subject  has  given  careful  attention  to 
his  occupation,  and   has  raa(|p   very  fair  improve- 
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ments  on  his  farm,  he  has  not  forgotten  that  it  is  the 
fluty  of  every  man  to  talie  a  certain  sliare  of  tlie 
responsibilities  of  public  affairs,  and  during  the 
year  1887  he  served  as  Supervisor  of  Glen  wood 
Township.  While  living  in  Midland  Township  he 
held  the  office  of  School  Director  for  ten  years,  be- 
ing amply  qualified  b}'  education  and  general  exec- 
utive ability  to  fill  that  office.  He  is  an  advocate 
of  the  policy  of  the  Democratic  organization,  and 
is  a  highly  esteemed  member  of  the  Reserve  Post 
of  the  G.  A.  R.,  at  Odell.  Under  the  manage- 
mentof  just  such  men  as  oursubject  will  the  county 
continue  to  improve,  until  finally  it  will  reach  the 
rank  of  the  older  settled  counties,  and  its  advan- 
tages for  educational  and  religious  growth  be  un- 
excelled. 

JACOB  FEESE,  widely  and  favorably  known 
throughout  the  southwestern  part  of  this 
county,  has  been  a  member  of  the  community 
of  Glenwood  Township  since  the  fall  of  1883, 
when  he  settled  upon  his  present  farm,  which  com- 
prises 153  acres  of  productive  land  on  section  1. 
During  the  five  years  of  his  residence  here  he  has 
established  himself  in  the  esteem  and  confidence  of 
his  fellow-citizens  by  his  energy,  enterprise,  and 
his  qualities  as  a  desirable  and  useful  member  of 
societ}'.  He  is  making  good  improvements  on  his 
farm,  bringing  the  land  to  a  fine  state  of  cultiva- 
tion, and  in  all  respects  contributing  his  quota  to 
the  upbuilding  of  the  rich  territory  of  Southern 
Nebraska. 

The  Feese  family  is  believed  to  be  of  German 
ancestry,  settling  in  the  South  after  coming  to  this 
country.  David  Feese,  the  father  of  our  subject, 
was  born  in  Ashe  County,  N.  C,  and  upon  reaching 
manhood  was  married  to  Miss  Lucinda  Hill,  wlio 
was  a  native  of  Hardin  Count3',  Ky.  They  first 
settled  in  McDonough  County,  HI.,  and  from  there 
in  1834  removed  to  Des  Moines  Countj',  Iowa, 
settling  among  the  earliest  pioneers  of  theHawkeye 
State.  Mr.  Feese  look  up  a  tract  of  Government 
land  in  what  is  now  Flint  River  Township,  and 
there  with  his  estimable  wife  carried  on  farming 
and  spent  the  remainder  «f  his  daj's,  passing  awaj' 


March  10,  1888,  at  the  advanced  age  of  eiglity 
years.  He  was  a  good  man  in  the  best  sense  of  the 
term,  industrious,  honest  and  public-spirited.  He 
was  affectionately  known  throughout  that  region  as 
'■Father  Feese,"  and  is  kindly  remembered  by  hosts 
of  friends.  A  consistent  member  of  the  Christian 
Church,  he  took  an  active  part  in  its  deliberations, 
and  contributed  liberally  to  its  support ''from  the 
abundance  of  means  witii  whicli  Providence  ha.d 
blessed  him.    ' 

The  hospitable  roof  of  David  Feese  was  ever 
ready  to  shelter  the  destitute  and  needy,  and'  his 
hand  ever  ready  to  assist  the  deserving  poor.  As 
a  bright  exponent  of  tlie  Christian  virtues,  the  father 
of  ouji  subject  fulfilled  conscientiously  every  known 
duty.  He  set  before  his  children  the  example  of 
thrift,  industry,  economy,  and  those  moral  traits  of 
character  which  won  their  confidence  when  young, 
and  which,  now  they  are  further  advanced  in  years, 
shines  brighter  as  memory  holds  them  within  its 
most  sacred  precincts.  The  mother,  too,  was  amply 
fitted  for  her  position  as  the  wife  of  such  a  man, 
being  in  all  good  works  his  sympathizer  and  helper. 
They  lived  congenially  together  for  a  period  of 
forty-four  years,  and  then  the  mother  passeii  to  her 
rest  at  the  homestead  in  Iowa,  Oct.  7,  1879.  Tliey 
differed  somewhat  in  religious  views,  the  mother 
being  a  Baptist,  and  belonging  to  the  Baptist 
Church  at  Danville.  Tlie_y  were  married  in  1827, 
and  became  tlie  parents  of  fifteen  children,  four 
sons  and  eleven  daughters,  twelve  of  whom  survive. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  the  seventh  child 
of  the  parental  family,  and  was  born  in  Flint 
River  Township,  Des  Moines  Co.,  Iowa,  Nov.  26, 
1842.  He  was  reared  as  a  farmer's  boy  and  edu- 
cated in  the  district  school,  remaining  under  the 
home  roof  until  reaching  his  majority.  He  then 
commenced  working  for  himself,  continuing  in  his 
native  county  two  years  longer.  He  then  pur- 
chased a  farm  in  Henry  County,  Iowa,  but  in  less 
then  a  year  returned  to  his  earlj'^  tramping  ground. 
He  engaged  in  mercantile  pursuits  in  Danville  a 
few  months,  then  sold  out  and  invested  his  capital 
in  another  farm,  this  time  in  Flint  River  Townsl,iip, 
and  upon  which  he  continued  three  years.  Thence 
he  changed  his  residence  to  Fremont  County,  Iowa, 
purchasing   another    farm,  and   living  there  until 
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September,  1883,  when  he  decided  to  east  his  lot 
among  the  people  of  Southern  Nebraska. 

Tl;e  marriage  of  Jacob  Feese  and  Miss  Mary 
Abbie  Mains  was  celebrated  March  23,  18G3,  at 
the  home  of  the  bride  rn  Pleasant  Grove  Township, 
Des  Moines  Co.,  Iowa.  Mrs.  Feese  is  the  daughter  of 
Piiilip  and  Sarah  (Kgglcston)  Mains,  who  were  born 
and  reared  in  the  Buckeye  State,  'i'hey  were  mar- 
ried in  Indiana,  and  were  residents  of  Des  Moines 
County,  Iowa,  for  sixteen  years,  al-so  residents  of 
P'reraont  County  for  the  same  length  of  time. 
From  there  they  came  to  Nebraska,  settling  in  Pad- 
dock Township,  this  county,  in  February,  1887, 
where  they  now  live.  They  have  been  the  parents 
of  thirteen  children,  eight  of  whom  are  now  living. 

Mrs.  Feese  was  the  fifth  child  of  the  parental 
household,  and  was  born  in  Clermont  Count}-,  Oliio, 
March  23,  1846.  She  grew  up  amiil  the  surround- 
ings of  a  comfortable  home,  and  acquired  her  edu- 
cation in  the  common  school.  She  was  carefully 
trained  by  an  excellent  mother  to  habits  of  industry 
and  econom}'.  and  remained  under  the  home  shel- 
ter until  her  marriage.  Of  her  union  with  our  sub- 
ject there  have  been  born  four  children :  Cora  E., 
the  wife  of  Simeon  Hogrefe,  of  Wymore,  this  State: 
Ida  L.,  Mrs.  Jacob  Young,  of  Sicih-  Township,  this 
county ;  Philip  Jean  and  Edwin  L..  at  home  with 
their  parents.  While  a  resident  of  Iowa  Mr.  Feese 
held  the  various  township  offices,  and  has  always 
been  recognized  as  a  public-spirited  citizen  wherever 
his  lot  in  life  has  been  cast.  Both  he  and  his  esti- 
mable wife  are  members  in  good  standing  of  the 
Baptist  Cliurch.  Mr.  F.  cast  his  first  Presidential 
vote  for  Lincoln,  but  is  independent  in  politics,  re- 
serving the  right  of  the  free  American  citizen  to 
support  the  inen  whom  he  considers  best  qualified 
to  serve  the  interests  of  the  people. 


i>ILLIAM  CRAIG,  Mayor  of  Blue  Springs, 
/'  and  largely  identified  with  its  business 
affairs,  represents  considerable  real  estate 
in  which  he  is  largely  interested,  the  greater  por- 
tion l)eing  city  property.  He  is  also  conducting  a 
flourishing  hardware  business,  and  as  a  man  and  a 
citizen  ranks  among  the  most  highly  respected  resi- 


dents of  this  county,  and  we  are  pleased  U>  |)rosent 
his  portrait  on  the  opposite  page. 

Our  subject  is  of  stanch  Pennsylvania  stock,  his 
father.  Tliomas  Craig,  having  been  born  in  ('Mrlmn 
County,  that  State,  in  1800.  He  received  a  com- 
mon-school education,  and  upon  reaching  manhood 
engaged  in  farming  for  a  time,  and  later  for  nearly 
a  half-century  occupied  himself  as  a  hotel-keeper 
successfully  at  Lehigh.  Water  Gap.  He  was  also 
owner  of  the  stage  line  running  between  Mauch 
Chunk  and  Easton,  from  which  he  derived  a  iiand- 
some  income.  In  addition  to  this  he  was  extensively 
engaged  in  rafting  lumber  from  the  Upper  Lehigh 
to  Easton.  Mauch  Chunk  and  other  points,  having 
his  own  boat  and  making  considerable  money  in 
this  enterprise.  During  the  memorable  freshet  of 
1841  he  lost  heavily  in  boats  and  lumber.  He  con- 
tinued as  a  hotel-keeper  until  the  time  of  his  death. 
For  a  number  of  years  he  dealt  largely  in  general 
merchandise. 

The  father  of  our  subject  was  married  in  early 
manhood  to  Miss  Kuntz,  who  died  young,  leaving 
two  children.  Subsequenll^y,  in  1828,  he  was  mar- 
ried to  Miss  Catherine  Ilagenbuch,  and  they  be- 
came the  p.arents  of  six  children,  five  of  whom  lived 
to  mature  years.  The  father  died  in  1859.  at  the 
hotel  which  had  been  his  home  for  so  many  years. 
Mrs.  Catherine  Craig,  the  mother  of  our  subject, 
also  a  native  of  the  Keystone  State,  was  a  daughter 
of  a  hotel-keeper  at  Lehighton,  where  he  spent 
many  ye.ars  of  his  life,  and  where  he  entered  upon 
his  final  rest.  Mrs.  Craig  remained  witli  lier  par- 
ents until  her  marriage,  and  survived  her  husban<l 
twelve  years,  her  death  taking  |)lacc  at  Lehigh  Gap, 
in  1871. 

The  parents  of  our  subject  were  members  in 
good  standing  of  the  Lutheran  Church,  and  the 
father  wjis  especially  prominent  and  active  in  all 
those  matters  pertaining  to  moral  and  religious 
education.  The*^ paternal  grandfather  of  our  sul)- 
ject,  Thomas  Craig,  Sr.,  a  native  of  Northampton 
County,  Pa.,  served  as  a  General  in  the  Revolution- 
ary War,  and  after  the  independence  of  tiie  Colo- 
nies had  been  established,  returned  to  his  native 
pliice,  where  he  engaged  in  farming,  and  lived  to 
the  ripe  old  .age  of  ninety  years.  He  was  a  lifelong 
Democrat,  and  the  father  of  six  children. 
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The  subject,  of  this  sketch  was  born  at  Lehigh 
Gap,  Pa.,  April  22,  1841.  His  primary  studies 
were  conducted  in  the  schools  of  his  native  town. 
Later  he  became  a  student  at  Allentown  Seminary, 
and  completed  his  education  in  tiie  Agricultural 
College  in  Center  County.  He  then  began  teach- 
ing, but  subsequenllj%  in  company  with  his  brother 
John,  embarked  in  general  merchandising  at  Lehigh 
Gap,  to  which  he  added  the  business  of  boat-builder 
and  railroad  contractor.  These  interests  he  oper- 
ated extensively  and  successful!}',  and  subsequently 
dealt  largely  in  lumber  and  coal  at  the  same  place, 
where  he  continued  to  live  until  the  fall  of  1 882. 
Socially  and  politicall}',  he  was  prominent  in  this 
county  and  communitj',  and  in  fact  the  entire 
family  were  widely  and  favorably  known  through- 
out that  region  as  comprising  a  portion  of  its  best 
element.  Three  of  his  brotliers  were  in  the  Penn- 
sylvania Legislature,  and  two  were  elected  to  the 
State  Senate. 

Mr.  Craig  in  1882  disposed  of  his  interests  in  the 
Keystone  State,  and  coming  west  into  Southern 
Nebraska  located  at  once  in  Blue  Springs,  this 
county,  establishing  himself  in  his  present  business. 
Each  year  has  added  to  his  stock  and  his  patronage, 
and  he  is  rapidly  approaching  the  jjoint  where,  if 
he  so  wishes,  he  can  retire,  having  already  a  com- 
petence. His  promptness  and  reliability'  in  his 
business  transactions  have  made  him  a  general 
favorite  with  the  men  of  his  community,  while 
socially,  together  with  his  family,  he  occupies  an 
enviable  position.  He  takes  a  warm  interest  in  the 
building  up  of  the  town,  and  does  whatever  lies  in 
his  power  to  further  its  moral  and  educational  inter- 
ests. He  cast  his  first  Presidential  vote  for  Mc- 
Clellan,  but  changed  his  politics  and  sustained  the 
Republican  partj'  until  1880,  when  his  strong  tem- 
perance proclivities  led  him  to  give  his  support  to 
the  Prohibitionists.  He  has  been  a  member  of  the 
School  Board  almost  from  the  time  of  coming  here, 
and  was  elected  to  his  present  position  of  Mayor  in 
the  spring  of  1888.  The  fact  that  the  Republicans 
lead  in  tiiis  locality  speaks  well  for  his  standing  in 
the  community.  Religiously,  he  belongs  to  the 
Evangelical  Association  and  is  an  energetic  laborer 
in  the  Sunday-school. 
,        Mr.  Craig  was  married,  Sci>t.  2G,  1867,  to  Miss 


Mattie  E.  Gish,  of  BerlinsviJle,  Pa.,  and  they  are 
now  the  parents  of  live  children,  viz  :  Annie  E.,  Will- 
iam A.,  Frederick  G.,  Jesse  V.  and  Mattie  F.  They 
are  all  living  at  home  with  their  parents,  and  being 
given  the  training  and  education  which  will  qualify 
them  for  useful  and  worthy  members  of  societj-. 
Mrs.  Craig  was  born  Jan.  29,  1844,  in  Berlinsville, 
Northampton  Co.,  Pa.,  and  is  the  daughter  of  Abram 
and  Elizabeth  (Hummel)  Gish,  who  were  natives  of 
Pennsylvania,  and  are  now  deceased.  Her  father 
was  a  man  of  prominence,  farmer  and  merchant 
combined,  and  officiated  as  a  Justice  of  the  Peace 
for  many  years.  He  was,  with  his  excellent  wife,  a 
member  of  the  Evangelical  Church,  and  departed 
this  life  at  his  home  in  Berlinsville  in  1878.  The 
mother  was  a  member  of  the  same  church,  and 
departed  this  life  in  June,  1884. 

During  the  six  years'  residence  of  Mr.  Craig  in 
this  county,  he  has  fully  established  himself  in  the 
esteem  and  confidence  of  the  people  about  him.  He 
was  nominated  by  the  Prohibition  convention  of 
1888  as  candidate  for  Senator,  an  indication  of 
the  estimation  in  which  he  is  held,  and  a  great 
compliment  to  his  worth  and  ability. 

^ .^^ v~ 


JOHN  P.  WAGNER.  The  firm  of  G.  W. 
Maurer  &  Co.,  dealers  in  farm  implements, 
is  recognized  as  one  of  the  most  enterprising 
and  prosperous  in  the  city  of  Beatrice,  and 
is~elosely  identified  with  the  growth  and  pros- 
perity' of  the  city.  Our  subject  was  born  in  New 
Brunswick,  March  15,  1848,  where  he  lived  until  a 
lad  ten  years  of  age.  His  parents  then  removed  to 
Kenosha  County,  Wis.,  and  settled  on  a  farm,  remain- 
ing in  the  Badger  State  until  coming  to  this  county  in 
April,  1867.  They  are  now  living  on  a  farm  one 
mile  and  a  half  northeast  of  Beatrice.  The  father, 
John  W.  Wagner,  was  born  in  Ireland,  and  married 
Miss  Ellen  Lane,  who  was  a  native  of  New  Bruns- 
wick. They  are  the  parents  of  eleven  children. 
John  P.  was  reared  to  farm  pursuits,  and  acquired 
his  education  in  the  district  school.  He  remained 
under  the  parental  roof  until  about  sixteen  years  of 
age,  then  repaired  to  Racine,  Wis.,  where  he  "learned 
the  machinist  trade,  and  worked  two  years.     After- 
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Wiird  lie  beciiiue  traveling  salesman  for  the  Geiser 
Thrashing  Machine  Compan}-,  anfl  in  their  interests 
compassed  a  large  proportion  of  tiie  Northwest,  go- 
ing through  Wisconsin,  Iowa  and  Michigan,  and  was 
thus  emplo}-ed  for  a  period  of  four  years.  Subse- 
quently he  was  engaged  in  the  retail  trade  at  Syl- 
vania,  Racine  Co.,  Wis. 

Mr.  Wagner,  in  the  spring  of  1878,  established 
bis  present  business  in  Beatrice,  in  the  building 
which  he  now  occupies.  The  house  carries  a  gen- 
eral line  of  everything  pertaining  to  its  branch  of 
trade.  Mr.  Maurer  became  a  partner  in  the  business 
in  February,  1888.  Their  square  dealings  and  cor- 
rect business  methods  have  made  the  house  one  of 
the  most  popular  in  the  city. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  married,  Jan.  IG, 
1  880,  to  Miss  Nettie  D.  Shear,  who  was  born  in  Lock- 
port.  N.  Y.,  and  is  the  daughter  of  J.  D.  and  Mary 
Ann  (Spickerman)  Shear,  natives  of  New  York 
State,  and  now  living  in  Thomas  County,  Kan.  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  'Wagner  occupy  a  snug  home  on  North 
Eighth  street,  and  are  the  parents  of  one  child,  a 
son,  Lee  E.,  born  in  July,  1882.  The  Wagner  Block 
was  put  up  bj- our  subject  in  1883.  It  is  .50x100 
in  dimensions,  and  two  stories  in  height  with  base- 
ment. The  latter  is  occupied  by  other  parties.  Be- 
sides his  town  property'  Mr.  Wagner  owns  two 
farms  which  are  largely  devoted  to  stock  purposes. 
He  makes  a  siJecialty  of  Que  horses,  principally  trot- 
ting stock. 


R.  ROBERT  S.  ALBRIGHT,  physician  and 
surgeon,  holds  a  good  position  among  the 
members  of  the  profession  in  the  city  of 
Beatrice,  where  he  enjoys  a  good  practice, 
and  numbers  among  his  friends  and  patrons  its  best 
people.  His  earliest  recollections  are  of  a  modest 
home  in  the  vicinity  of  Martinsburg,  Blair  Co., 
Pa.,  where  his  birth  took  place  Oct.  21,  1861,  the 
youngest  of  a  family  of  seven  children,  six  of  whom 
are  living.  His  parents  were  John  and  Sarah 
(Haram)  Albright,  who  were  also  natives  of  the 
Keystone  State,  and  traced  their  ancestry  to  Ger- 
many. 

When  our  subject  was  a  little  lad   five   years   of 


age,  his  parents  removed  to  Ol^Ic  C'cmnly.  111.,  set- 
tling on  a  farm,  where  they  lived  uiiUl  If^TC.  the 
f.ither  dying  that  year.  In  the  spring  of  18m4  the 
mother  removed  to  Beatrice.  A  more  c.vtended 
record  of  their  lives  will  be  found  in  the  sketch  of 
Rev.  G.  H.  Albright,  a  brother  of  our  subject,  and 
which  will  be  found  elsewhere  in  this  volume. 
Robert  S.  grew  to  manhood  in  Ogle  County,  111., 
where  he  attended  the  common  schools,  completing 
the  scientific  course  at  Polo.  He  began  the  study 
of  medicine  at  Polo,  under  the  instruction  of  Dr. 
J.  B.  Sn3'der,  and  subsequently  took  a  course  of 
lectures  at  Rush  Medical  College,  Chicago,  from 
which  he  was  graduated  in  1884.  In  the  spring  of 
that  year  he  came  to  Beatrice,  and  unaided  and 
alone  made  his  way  slowly  upward  to  his  present 
position.  Ho  is  a  close  student,  and  keeps  himself 
well  posted  upon  modern  theories  and  methods. 
Politically,  he  supports  the  Republican  ticket,  and 
is  a  member  of  the  Nebraska  State  Medical  Society. 
He  is  still  single. 

JTOHNSCll.MUCK,  of  Beatrice,  was  l)urn  in 
Hesse- Darmstadt,  Germany,  near  the  beau- 
j  tiful  blue  Rhine,  April  2,  18.34,  and  is  the 
1/  son  of  Peter  and  Mary  E.  (Bader)  Sehnuick. 
His  father  was  by  occupation  a  shoemaker.  He  left 
bis  native  country  for  the  United  States,  and  his 
family  never  after  saw  or  heard  from  him.  About 
six  ye.ars  after  this  event  the  mother  emigrated  to 
America  with  her  children,  and  settled  at  Mendola, 
111.,  where  she  died  in  her  sixtieth  year.  She  was 
the  mother  of  six  children,  three  sons  and  three 
daughters,  our  subject  being  the  second  born.  He 
commenced  to  lay  the  foundation  of  his  education 
when  he  was  six  years  of  age,  and  continued  with 
fair  regularity  until  his  fourteenth  birthda\'.  He 
was  then  apprenticed  for  the  usual  term  of  throe 
years  to  learn  his  trade,  after  which  he  traveled  as 
a  journeyman  shoemaker  until  he  reached  his  twen- 
tieth year. 

In  theyear  18.54  our  subject  emigrated  to  Amer- 
ica, this  being  four  years  before  his  motlior  and  the 
rest  of  the  family'  came,  and  landed  after  an  ocean 
V03  age  of  thirty -seven  days  in  New  York ;  thence  he 
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went  to  Lyons,  N.  Y.,  and  after  a  time  on  to  Water- 
loo, in  the  same  State,  working  at  his  trade  in 
each  place.  From  the  latter  place  he  transferred  the 
sphere  of  his  operations  to  Mendota,  III.,  where  he 
remained  about  three  j'ears,  and  then  wenttoBloom- 
ington  in  the  same  State,  and  from  there  he  went 
to  Tennessee,  where  he  remained  one  winter,  and 
then  returned  to  Illinois,  stopping  at  Peoria,  in  each 
of  these  places  working  at  his  trade.  In  1 873  he 
found  his  way  to  Nebraska,  and  went  onto  a  farm 
which  he  purchased.  This  was  just  before  the  ever- 
memorable  grasshopper  visitation,  and  as  they  went 
to  work  and  ate  up  every  green  blade  and  leaf  upon 
the  farm,  he  returned  to  the  city,  to  the  bench,  lap- 
stone,  awl  and  wax-end,  and  began  again  uniting 
upper  to  sole.  In  this  he  continued  up  to  1887, 
every  year  witnessing  a  marked  increase  in  his 
sales  and  business. 

In  1887,  our  subject  having  invested  his  savings 
from  time  to  time  in  the  purchase  of  city  property, 
realized  in  the  increased  values  quite  a  handsome 
profit,  and  from  that  time  he  has  continued  to  be 
interested  in  real-estate  transactions  with  a  most 
unusually  fortunate  experience.  In  the  same  year 
he  built  what  is  known  as  the  Schmuck  Block,  a 
very  fine  brick  structure  three  stories  in  height,  and 
covering  a  ground  surface  of  23x94  feet.  Tlie  first 
floor  of  this  building  is  occupied  by  Schmidt  & 
Jones'  store;  the  second  is  built  into  offices,  and  the 
third  is  used  for  dwelling  purposes.  Over  against 
the  present  success,  prosperity  and  ease  of  circum- 
stances, must  be  placed  in  remembrance,  in  order  to 
the  full  appreciation  thereof,  the  practical  nothing- 
ness possessed,  excepting  only  his  trade,  at  the  time 
when  he  started  in  life  for  himself  at  the  age  of 
seventeen,  and  to-day  he  can  look  back  and  know 
that  his  life  has  been  financially  a  perfect  success. 
He  has  recently  sold  his  farm. 

The  companion  of  our  subject  for  the  last  twen- 
ty-eight years,  one  who  has  shared  the  trials,  diffi- 
culties and  hardships  with  him  in  the  past,  as  she 
enjoys  also  the  prosperity  of  the  present,  is  Anna 
(Kemp)  Schmuck,  who  was  united  to  him  in  mar- 
riage on  the  loth  of  February,  1860.  This  lad}' 
was  born  in  Butler  County,  Ohio,  near  Cincinnati, 
June  7,  1839,  and  is  the  daughter  of  Christian 
ad  Mary  (Somers)  Kemp.     Through  all  the  years 
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of  her  faithful  wedded  life  she  has  considered  at 
all  times  their  interests  and  happiness  one.  This 
highly  respected  farailj'  might  serve  as  an  example 
and  inspiration  to  many  just  starting  in  the  path  of 
life.  In  one  especial  feature  is  the  success  of  our 
subject  noticeable  and  worthy  of  thoughtful  imita- 
tion— it  is  tlie  fact  that  he  began  life  with  a  thor- 
ough knowledge  of  a  trade,  and  was  from  the 
beginning  a  skilled  laborer.  The  world  always  has 
room  for  and  will  welcome  such. 


'     .„>v,^;/V^ 

Sl^ENJAMIN  F.  HERTZLER  is  the  youngest 
\y^^  of  a  famil}'  of  eight  children  born  to  Chris- 
rf^^  ij  tian  and  Barbara  (Myers)  Ilertzler,  natives 
^^5:~^  of  Lancaster  County,  Pa.  The  father  of 
our  subject  was  a  farmer  by  occupation,  and  upon 
his  marriage  settled  in  Cumberland  County,  and  so 
managed  his  business  that  financially  he  was  quite 
well-to-do.  He  was  one  of  the  most  intelligent  and 
efficient  practical  farmers  in  the  county,  and  his 
advice  was  often  sought  and  usually  followed.  He 
spent  his  last  days,  as  did  also  his  wife,  on  the  Cum- 
berland County  farm,  and  died  at  a  good  old  age. 
Their  family  included  eight  children:  Mary,  the 
wife  of  Jacob  Eberly,  of  Mechanicsburg,  Pa. ; 
Ciiristian,  who  is  one  of  Cumberland  County's 
prosperous  farmers;  Samuel;  Elias;  Barbara,  wife 
of  John  Myers,  of  Cumberland  County,  Pa. ;  Jacob 
and  our  subject;  all  but  the  latter  are  residents 
of  Pennsylvania.  The  second  eldest  child,  Abram, 
died  in  the  year  1871,  aged  thirty-three  years. 

Our  subject  grew  up  surrounded  by  all  the  work 
and  worry,  hush  and  rush,  light  and  shadow,  of 
farm  life.  At  an  early  age  he  was  given  a  place  in 
the  common  school  of  the  district,  and  from  that 
went  to  farming,  continuing  to  reside  with  his  par- 
ents until  he  attained  his  majority.  In  Mechanics- 
burg, Pa.,  in  1874,  he  was  united  in  marriage  with 
Elizabeth  Nisley,  who  was  born  in  Cumberland 
County,  Pa.,  to  John  and  Rebecca  Nisley,  who  were 
natives  of  that  State.  Their  daughter  was  born  at 
Mechanicsburg,  Jan.  25,  1856. 

After  their    marriage,  which    was  celebr.ated  at 
Mechanicsburg,  our  subject  eng.aged    in    farming,  < 
and  dealt  more  or  less  extensively   in  live  stock 
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until  the  3'ear  1884,  when  he  came  to  Nebraska  and 
purchased  his  present  farm,  whicli  iiad  I)een  some- 
what improved,  but  since  that  time  our  subject  has 
largely  remodeled  everything  and  added  not  a  few 
valuable  improvements  to  those  already  made, 
lie  works  his  farm  in  tlie  interest  of  general  agri- 
culture, to  which  is  added  some  dealings  in  stock, 
although  this  is  not  extensively  engaged  in  by  Mr. 
Ilertzler.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hertzler  have  a  very  inter- 
esting family  of  four  children,  who  have  received 
the  names.  Bertha,  .Joseph.  Annie  and  Benjamin 
Franklin. 

The  life  and  home  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hertzler  pre- 
sent some  idea  of  the  sentiment  in  the  mind  of 
Henry  Payne  when  he  wrote  his  world-renowned 
poem  concerning  '-home."  The  underlying  princi- 
ple that  makes  their  home  so  pleasant  and  their 
lives  so  cheerful  and  beautiful  is  the  f.act  of  their 
whole-hearted  belief  in  the  Christian  religion,  and 
their  continued  practice  of  its  tenets,  which  it  has 
been  frequently  remarked  seem  alw.ays  to  have  that 
effect.  They  are  members  of  tiie  United  Brethren 
Church,  and  have  been  from  the  time  of  their  resi- 
dence in  Pennsylvania.  In  all  matters  of  civic  and 
political  nature  Mr.  Ilertzler  is  deeply  interested, 
and  is  usually  found  to  vote  with  the  Republican 
party,  of  which  he  has  been  a  stanch  and  firm  sup- 
porter for  many  years,  and  upon  all  occasions  of 
special  interest  he  is  found  devoting  even  more 
than  his  usual  energy  to  the  advancement  of  its 
interests. 
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BER  E.  HILTON.     The   name  of  our  sub- 

Ejecl  is  most  intimately  connected  witii  the 
modern  improvements  along  the  line  of  en- 
gineering triumphs  introduced  into  the  citj'  of 
Wymore,  and  without  question  he  has  had  more  to 
do  with  the  cffioiencj'  of  the  appliances  in  use  in  the 
city  than  any  other.  He  first  came  to  the  city  in 
the  year  1884,  having  previously  been  here  and 
purchased  property  in  the  employ  of  the  Burlington 
<fe  Missouri  River  Railroad  as  civil  engineer  in 
ch'irge  of  the  work  of  that  company  at  Diller.  then 
of  the  finishing  and  examining  of  all  the  work  from 
that  place  to  Blue  River.     He  has  held  the  position 
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of  City  Engineer  for  tin-ee  consecutive  terms,  and 
while  holding  this  office  was  also  employed  by 
Messrs.  Reynolds  Bros,  to  lake  charge  of  the  en- 
gineering and  laying  down  of  the  '\\'yniore  Street 
Railroad. 

Eber  Hilton,  the  father  of  our  suliject,  was  born 
in  Oliio,  in  the  year  1818.  He  was  educated  and 
reared  in  his  native  State,  and  after  completing  his 
schooling  became  a  farmer,  remaining  with  his 
mother,  who  was  a  widow,  operating  the  home  farm 
until  he  was  almost  of  age.  He  then  married  Miss 
Elizabeth  McMacken,  when  he  took  a  farm  in 
Defiance  Count}',  Ohio,  where  he  spent  the  re- 
mainder of  his  life,  dj'ingatthe  age  of  thirty  j'ears, 
in  1848.  To  them  were  born  tiiree  children,  all  of 
whom  live,  and  one  son,  Joseph  J.,  who  met  his 
death  at  the  age  of  nineteen  in  the  United  States 
service. 

Elizabeth  McMacken.  the  mother  of  our  subject, 
was  the  daughter  of  Judge  Joseph  McMacken,  of 
Ft.  Wayne,  Ind..  and  was  born  about  18'21,  and 
resided  with  her  parents  until  the  time  of  her  mar- 
riage. Upon  the  death  of  her  husband  she  was  left 
with  three  children,  and  in  order  to  their  support 
taught  school  for  sevcr.al  years,  and  about  1854 
married  Judge  AV'.  D.  Haymaker,  after  a  widowhood 
of  six  years.  Her  children  always  had  a  home 
with  her  in  this  new  relation,  and  found  as  near  as 
such  a  thing  is  possible  a  second  father  in  the 
second  husband  of  their  mother.  Judge  Il.aj'raaker 
has  since  been  tivice  to  the  Legislature  from  De- 
fiance County,  in  which  district  his  home  was  made 
after  his  marriage. 

The  grandfather  of  our  subject,  Joshua  Hilton, 
was  born  in  Maine,  and  removed  about  the  year 
1812  to  the  Miami  Valley,  in  the  vicinity  of  the 
city  of  Dayton,  Ohio,  and  afterward  went  to  a  farm 
upon  the  banks  of  the  Maumee  River  in  the  north- 
western part  of  the  State.  The  condition  of  the 
country  ct)uld  not  perhaps  be  better  expressed  than 
by  stating  the  fact  that  between  his  house  there  and 
Ft.  AVayne  there  was  but  one  house,  and  between 
ills  home  and  where  Toledo  now  stands  only  two 
houses.  The  first  house  erected  by  him  was  of  the 
logs  he  had  hewn  in  clearing  his  farm,  but  after- 
ward he  made  brick  suflicicnt.  and  put  up  a  laiger 
and  more   comfortable   dwelling,  wiiicii  still  stands. 
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Our  subject  was  born  on  the  9th  of  January, 
1849,  about  three  months  after  the  time  of  his 
father's  death,  whicli  occured  hi  the  above-men- 
tioned bricli  house  at  Defiance.  As  soon  as  he 
came  to  a  proper  age  he  was  given  a  good,  practical, 
common-school  education,  gradually  helping  in  the 
various  duties  of  the  farm  until  he  was  enabled 
largely  to  tal^e  control.  His  step-father  died  when 
he  was  about  ten  years  of  age.  and  he  remained  at 
home  thus  employed  as  above  until  he  was  about 
twenty-oue  years  of  age.  From  there  he  went  to 
the  city  of  Washington,  and  spent  one  year  as  clerk 
in  the  agricultural  department.  The  next  eight 
years  were  spent  in  the  office  of  the  City  Engineer 
of  Toledo,  in  hard  and  diligent  study  in  order  to  an 
intimate  acquaintance  with  the  details  of  his  chosen 
calling.  In  the  year  1879  he  came  West  and  worked 
for  the  Atchison  &  Nebraska  Railroad  Company, 
and  upon  the  1st  of  November  of  the  same  year 
engaged  with  the  Burlington  &  Missouri  River  Rail- 
road Company,  and  continued  in  their  employ  for 
two  and  a  half  years,  and  then  went  to  Montana  on 
the  Northern  Pacific  Railroad  for  five  months, 
when  he  returned  home  to  his  mother,  who  was 
lying  very  sick.  He  staid  with  her  until  the 
spring,  and  then  returned  to  the  employ  of  the  Bur- 
lington &  Missouri  River  Railroad  Company,  and 
continued  in  their  employ  until  quite  recently, 
whenever  there  was  any  work  to  do,  and  the  value 
they  set  upon  his  services  is  shown  in  the  fact  that 
he  lias  only  been  unemployed  ten  montiis  in  over 
seven  years,  and  was  engaged  principally  in  charge 
of  grading  and  bridging,  he  holding  the  position  of 
Division  Engineer  of  the  company.  For  the  last 
three  years  our  subject  has  held  the  office  of  City 
Engineer,  and  had  charge  of  everything  pertaining 
thereto. 

At  Defiance,  Ohio,  Sept.  7,  1854,  there  was 
born  to  Herman  and  Ann  Willerling  a  daughter, 
named  Rillia.  Her  father  was  a  native  of  Germany, 
and  came  to  the  United  States  about  the  year  1842, 
took  up  a  tract  of  land  and  settled  in  Ohio.  As 
their  daughter  grew  she  was  given  a  practical  edu- 
cation, and  as  she  advanced  to  years  of  womanhood 
began  to  develop  and  manifest  those  traits  of  char- 
acter and  personal  qualities  which  first  attracted  the 
attention  of  our  subject,  and  have  since  encircled 


his  life  with  a  halo  of  happiness.  This  lady  was 
married  to  our  subject  at  Defiance,  Ohio.  Sept.  14, 
1883. 

Both  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hilton  are  members  in  good 
standing  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  and 
active  in  its  enterprise,  prominent  in  its  Sunday- 
school  work,  and  very  efficient  in  any  engagement 
of  a  similar  nature.  Our  subject  is  one  of  tlie 
Trustees  of  the  church,  and  discharges  the  duties 
connected  therewith  with  that  conscientious  thor- 
oiigiiness  that  has  marked  his  whole  life,  witii  the  nat- 
ural result  that  lie  and  Mrs.  Hilton  are  most  highly 
esteemed,  not  so  much  on  account  of  their  pro- 
fession as  their  practice. 


SAAC  N.  McCONNELL.  The  real-estate  busi- 
ness of  Beatrice  forms  no  unimportant  portion 
of  its  transactions,  and  the  subject  of  this  sketch 
is  one  of  its  oldest  representatives.  He  is  a  native 
of  Ohio,  and  was  born  near  Bucyrus,  in  Crawford 
County,  April  21,  1846.  He  was  the  sixth  child  in 
a  family  of  five  sons  and  eight  daughters,  only  two 
of  wliom  are  now  living,  our  subject  and  his  sister, 
Maria  B.,  wife  of  Dr.  O.  O.  Wells,  of  Beatrice.  The 
parents  were  Alexander  W.  and  Maria  G.  (Glass- 
gow)  McConnell,  both  of  highly  respectable  fami- 
lies, and  the  descendants  of  substantial  Scotch-Irish 
ancestry.  The  father  was  a  carder  and  fuller  bj' 
occupation;  he  also  carried  on  a  woolen-mill  for 
several  years.  He  departed  this  life  at  his  home  in 
Bucyrus,  June  10,  1882.  The  mother  is  still  living, 
and  makes  her  home  with  our  subject  at  Beatrice. 

The  boyhood  of  Mr.  McConnell  was  spent  in  his 
native  town,  where  he  attended  the  public  school 
during  his  earlier  years;  his  business  experience 
began  when,  but  a  lad  of  thirteen,  he  entered  a  store 
of  general  merchandise  as  clerk.  Later,  when  sev- 
enteen years  old,  he  enlisted  in  the  Union  Army, 
becoming  a  member  of  Company  E,  i36th  Ohio 
National  Guards,  and  was  mustered  into  the  service 
of  the  United  States  May  2,  1864.  and  with  his 
comrades  was  sent  to  Ft.  Worth,  Va.,  where  they 
were  assigned  to  garrison  duty ;  he  gained  an  insight  " 
into  the  methods  of  geiieral  warfare,  but  did  not  par- 
ticipate in  any  active  engagement.  He  was  mustered 
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out  Aug.  "21,  I8(!4,  and  returning  to  his  native 
town  in  the  Buckeye  .State  resumed  liis  ohl  position 
in  tiie  store  where  he  liad  been  eraploj'ed  former!}', 
continuing  there  for  a  period  of  five  j-ears  and  un- 
til coming  to  this  county.  • 

Mr.  McConnell  came  to  Beatrice  in  Januarj', 
18G'J.  and  at  once  opening  a  real-estate  office  began 
entering  land  for  non-residents.  When  this  began 
to  change  hands  he  operated  on  commission,  and  was 
thus  actively  employed  until  the  city  and  country 
began  to  develop,  when  he  handled  city  propertj', 
and  to  this  kind  of  real  estate  has  of  late  years 
given  most  of  his  attention.  He  has  been  consid- 
erably interested  in  farming  lands,  and  has  a  busi- 
ness which  extends  100  miles  west  of  this  point- 
He  has  a  fine  residence  in  the  citj'  besides  his  farm 
property.  The  grounds  around  the  former  are 
greatl}"  admired,  and  are  not  onlj'  a  matter  of  pride 
in  the  town  but  highly  indicative  of  the  taste  and 
means  of  the  proprietor. 

Mr.  McConnell,  politically,  votes  the  straight  Re- 
publican ticket,  and  has  been  prominent  in  the 
political  affairs  of  this  locality,  representing  his  party 
in  the  State  Convention.  Mr.  McConnell  was  elected 
Maj'or  of  the  cit}'  of  Beatrice  for  two  terms. 
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^j  HRISTIANNAS  L.  HUTCHINSON  is  an 
(l(  enterprising  farmer  who  has  recently  located 

^^i'  on  his  fine  farm,  which  he  purchased  some 
years  ago  on  section  15,  Paddock  Township.  He 
is  a  sagacious,  clear-headed,  wide-awake  man,  and  it 
is  his  pride  that  he  is  classed  among  the  self-made 
men  of  the  country,  he  having  acquired  all  his 
property  by  hard  labor  and  judicious  management 
while  still  a  young  man.  He  was  born  June  5, 1852, 
in  Berks  Countj',  Pa.,  being  a  son  of  John  S.  and 
Sarah  E.  (Van  Hart)  Hutchinson,  natives  of  Penn- 
sylvania. 

The  parents  of  our  subject  moved  from  Pennsj'I- 
vania  to  Macoupin  County,  111.,  in  1854,  and  staid 
there  for  about  ten  j'ears,  the  father  being  engaged 
in  agricultural  pursuits.  Thence  they  removed  to 
Logan  County  in    the    same    .State.     They    subse- 
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qucntly,  however,  took  u|)  tlicir  abode  in  Champaign 
County,  111,  where  they  still  reside.  They  are  now 
enjoying  the  fruita^of  a  well-spent  life,  and  are  held 
by  all  around  them  in  respect  an<l  esteem  for  their 
man}'  sterling  qualities  of  mind  and  heart.  They 
are  faithful  members  of  the  Presbyterian  Church, 
and  are  known  to  be  true  Christians  by  their  work. 

Christiannas  Hutchinson,  of  whom  we  write,  was 
reared  on  an  Illinois  farm  and  has  made  agriculture 
his  business  ever  since  he  became  a  man.  He  re- 
mained an  inmate  of  the  parental  household  until 
he  was  twenty-three,  rendering  his  father  great  as- 
sistance in  the  management  of  his  farm,  as  he  was 
strong,  active,  and  knew  how  to  work  to  the  best 
advantage.  At  the  age  mentioned  Mr.  Hutchinson 
began  life  for  himself  without  inone}',  but  with 
plenty  of  pluck  and  muscle,  and  to  these  he  attrib- 
utes his  success.  April  7,  1881,  he  took  a  very 
important  step  toward  establishing  the  cozy  home 
that  he  now  enjoys  by  his  marriage  to  Miss  Anna 
C.  Johnston.  She  is  a  daughter  of  Hale  and  Lucy 
Johnston,  who  live  in  Champaign  County,  111.  'Ihey 
are  members  of  the  Presbyterian  Church,  and  are 
highly  esteemed  people.  The  marriage  of  our  sub- 
ject and  his  wife  has  been  blessed  to  them  by  the 
birth  of  two  daughters — Ella  and  Anna  B. 

In  February,  1884,  Mr.  Hutchinson  set  his  face 
toward  Nebraska  with  the  intention  of  investing 
some  of  his  hard-won  cash  in  the  wonderfully  fer- 
tile farm  lands  of  Gage  Count}-,  and  he  then  bought 
160  acres  on  section  15,  Paddock  Township.  Al- 
though he  was  well  pleased  with  this  locality  he  did 
not  immediately  locate  here,  but  returned  to  his 
home  in  Illinois.  In  March,  1888,  he  came  back 
here  to  settle  on  his  land,  having  wound  up  his 
affairs  in  the  Prairie  State.  He  soon  bought  an 
additional  eighty  acres  of  land  adjoining  his  first 
purchase,  on  which  he  has  built  corn  cribs,  wagon 
sheds,  etc.  Although  he  has  been  here  but  a  short 
time,  with  characteristic  energ;}'  he  has  already  made 
many  valuable  improvements  on  his  farm,  all  of 
which  is  under  cultivation,  except  the  part  devoted 
to  pasturage.  He  has  set  out  a  thrifty  orchard  of 
seventy-five  apple  and  forty  peach  trees.  From 
experience  he  has  found  hog-raising  very  remuner- 
ative, and  he  is  going  to  give  si)ecial  attention  to 
that   branch    of    stock-raising,  he  having  brought 
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some  fnll-blooderl  Po!aiKl-Cliina  liogs  with  liim  from 
Illinois. 

Mr.  Hutchinson  bears  a  fine  reputation  in  his  old 
home  as  being  a  practical  man.  of  sound  principles 
and  stability  of  purpose,  one  whose  word  was  never 
doubted,  one  in  whom  his  neighbors  put  perfect 
confidence,  and  as  such  he  m.ny  be  regarded  as  a 
great  acquisition  to  this  community.  He  and  his 
wife  are  stanch  members  of  the  Presbyterian 
Church,  and  their  influence  will  always  be  found 
on  the  side  of  the  right  Politically,  Mr.  Hutchin- 
son belongs  to  the  Republican  party,  and  he  is  firm 
in  his  support  of  its  policy. 


•  'IN^H'LLIP  J.  MYKRS.  The  subject  of  this 
I  JJ)  writing  is  among  the  most  valuable  citizens 
^^m^  the  country  possesses.  He  is  making  it  his 
Iti  chief  business  to  provide  the  farmer  as  he 
goes  about  the  work  of  producing  material  for  the 
world's  market,  and  the  tradesman  in  the  commer- 
cial world,  with  the  highest  class  of  animals,  in  har- 
mony with  the  law  of  •'  the  survival  of  the  fittest." 
He  is  one  of  the  most  substantial  farmers  and  horse- 
raisers  of  the  county,  and  his  beautiful  farm  is  lo- 
cated on  sections  20  and  21,  Midland  Township.  He 
has  been  a  resident  of  this  county  since  1873.  and 
of  the  State  since  1869.  He  was  born  on  the  30th 
of  May,  183.5,  in  Prussia,  and  is  the  son  of  Jacob 
and  Margaret  (Julius)  Myers.  The  family  came  to 
the  United  States  in  the  spring  of  1836,  and  settled 
first  in  Albany.  N.  Y.,  where  for  about  four  years 
the  father  of  our  subject  followed  the  occupation  of 
gardening.  In  September.  1840,  they  removed  to 
Kenosha  County,  Wis.,  and  entered  land  and  en- 
gaged in  farming  and  stock-raising.  The  journey 
from  Albany  was  taken  by  way  of  the  Erie  Canal 
to  Buffalo,  and  thence  by  way  of  the  lake  to  Wis- 
consin. His  family  included  at  that  time,  besides 
himself  and  wife,  five  children.  The  boats  at  that 
time  ran  only  about  once  in  three  months.  He 
brought  considerable  property  with  him  in  the  ves- 
sel, consisting  of  household  and  other  goods,  and 
as  this  was  a  day  before  the  erection  of  freight 
houses,  the  goods  upon  being  removed  from  the 
vessel  were  piled  upon  the  beach,  where,  he  was  in- 


formed, they  would  be  perfectly  safe,  but  that 
niglit  a  storm  arose  and  in  the  morning  they  found 
everytliing  had  been  washed  into  the  lake  and  lost, 
leaving  them  with  only  the  few  things  they  wore 
oi>had  carried  in  their  hands. 

Left  as  above  described,  Mr.  Myers,  Sr.,  sought 
employment,  and,  for  two  j-ears  worked  as  hard  as 
it  was  possible  for  him  to  do,  and  was  successful  in 
making  a  fresh  start.  He  became  the  owner  of  an 
exceptionally  fine  and  well  equipped  farm,  and  for 
many  years  prior  to  his  death  enjo}'ed  the  golden 
harvest  of  his  success.  He  was  called  to  his  last  rest 
at  the  age  of  seventy-nine  years,  in  the  j-ear  1876. 
His  widow  survived  him  until  the  year  1885,  and 
died  at  the  good  old  age  of  ninety  years.  Their 
family  of  five  children  all  grew  up  to  years  of  ma- 
turity, and  it  was  their  pleasure  to  see  them  well 
started  in  life.  Jacob,  the  eldest  son,  is  one  of 
California's  "forty-niners,"  and  is  a  resident  of 
Colusa  County,  that  State ;  Catherine,  the  second 
child  (deceased),  was  the  wife  of  Dr.  Edward  Hop- 
kins, of  California,  in  which  State  her  brother  An- 
drew resides;  Francis  G.  went  to  California  in 
1849,  and  raised  the  first  grain  in  that  State,  and 
thrashed  it  with  the  first  machine  used  there ;  it  was 
a  one-horse  tread  power,  open  cj-linder  thrashing- 
machine,  and  was  brought  by  way  of  Cape  Horn,  at 
a  cost  of  $5,000;  he  is  now  a  resident  of  Kenosha, 
Wis.  The  youngest  child  was  our  subject,  Phillip  J. 

At  the  time  of  the  removal  of  the  family  to  the 
United  States  our  subject  was  less  than  a  year  old, 
and  his  early  memories,  therefore,  center  around 
the  Kenosha  homestead.  Here  he  received  his  early 
education  and  training  in  farm  work  and  care  of 
stock.  He  continued  to  reside  at  home  until  he 
was  twenty-two  yeai's  of  age,  when  he  started  for 
himself.  In  1859  he  was  united  in  marriage  with 
Mary  Biehn.  She  was  born  in  Bavaria,  Germany, 
April  17,  1835,  and  was  the  daughter  of  Fred  and 
Margaret  Biehn.  The  family  came  to  America  in 
the  year  1850,  and  settled  in  Kenosha  Count}-,  not 
far  from  the  family  of   Mr.  Myers,  Sr. 

For  several  years  after  his  marriage  our  subject 
continued  farming  in  Wisconsin,  but  in  the  year 
1869  determined  to  go  West,  and  settled  in  Jeffer- 
son County,  Neb.,  being  accompanied  by  his  brother- 
in-law,  Zachariah  Slater.     They  brought  from  AVis- 
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cousin  700  sheop.  the  first  hrouglit  to  this  part  of 
the  St,ite.  Tiieir  venture  prove<l  to  he  an  abun- 
dant success,  and  when  they  dissolved  partnership 
not  long  after  each  had  2.000  head.  Mr.  Mj-ers 
bought  sheep  from  the  E.'vst,  always  seeking  to  ob- 
tain the  finest  animals  of  the  best  grades,  until  he 
became  the  owner  of  2.500  head.  With  these  he 
continued  his  ranch  and  business  until  1873,  when  lie 
removed  to  Gage  Count}',  remaining  in  that  busi- 
ness until  1884.  carrying  at  all  times  a  very  large 
stock  of  the  most  valuable  class  of  anim.als.  In  1884 
he  sold  all  excepting  some  thoroughbred  Merino 
slieep.  of  which  he  was  reputed  to  possess  the  best 
in  tlie  United  States.  In  1888  he  realized  from  his 
220  sheep  4, .325  pounds  of  Merino  wool,  an  average 
of  nineteen  pounds  and  eleven  ounces,  being  the 
highest  yield  for  any  entire  flock  in  the  United 
States. 

Mr.  Myers  settled  upon  the  i)remises  now  occu- 
lted by  him  in  the  year  1882.  while  the  land  was 
yet  in  its  unimproved  state.  To-d.aj-  he  is  the  owner 
of  one  of  the  finest  farms  and  residences  in  the 
county.  His  farm  comprises  240  acres,  but  bis 
total  real  estate  includes  1.360  acres.  Six  miles 
north  of  his  home  he  has  a  farm  of  320  acres;  the 
biilance  of  the  estate  is  in  Kansas.  He  is  engaged 
now  as  a  breeder  of  thoroughbred  draft  horses  and 
roadsters,  and  in  this  he  is  just  as  dei'pl}'  interested 
and  thorough  and  successful  as  in  sheep-rearing.  In 
presenting  the  view  of  Mr.  Myers'  home  place  the 
artist  has  sketched  some  of  the  magnificent  animals 
of  which  he  is  the  owner.  The  splendid  specimens 
of  the  horse  and  sheep  shown  in  the  view  should 
be  a  source  of  gratification  to  their  owner,  and  a 
satisfaction  to  the  farmers  of  the  community  to  know- 
that  they  have  near  them  such  valuable  stock. 

Mrs.  Myers  died  in  March,  1863,  leaving  three 
children:  Sophia,  now  the  wife  of  Dr.  B.  B.  Davis, 
of  McCook,  Neb.;  Frank  H..  and  Julia  L.,  who  is 
the  wife  of  J.  W.  Ma3er,  of  Beatrice.  Oct.  20, 
1864,  Mr.  Myers  was  married  a  second  time,  the 
lady  being  Miss  Anna  Sl.ater,  and  by  this  union 
there  have  been  seven  children,  three  living — Mary, 
Ada  and  Kirk;  those  deceased  are  Willie  E.,  F:d- 
ward,  Julius  and  AValter.  Mrs.  Myers  is  the  daugh- 
ter of  Jerry  and  Mary  (Barraclough)  Slater;  they 
were  both  natives  of  Yorkshire,  England.      In  1841J 


they  settled  in  Racine  County,  Wis.  Mre.  Myers 
was  also  born  in  Bradford.  Yorkshire.  Our  subject 
was  the  first  Supervisor  of  Midland  Township,  an 
office,  in  common  with  every  other,  he  would  rather 
be  excused  from.  His  political  as|)iration8  are  to 
see  the  best  men  holding  the  reins  of  Government, 
tlie  men  who  will  rule  and  govern,  direct  and  man- 
age affairs  with  a  view  to  the  best  interests  of  the 
people.  He  is  a  stanch  Republican  and  a  strong 
su])porter  of  the  principles  of  that  party.  He  is 
one  eminently  respected,  and  also  regarded  ,ns  among 
the  best  and  most  valued  citizens,  not  only  in  Mid- 
land Township,  but  of  Gage  County. 


J' AMES  H.  SCOTT  came  to  this  county  in 
1860,  when  there  was  not  a  house  in  sight 
from  his  home,  which  was  situ.ated  on  quite 
an  eminence  south  of  the  place  now  occupied 
by  the  city  of  Wymore.  His  nearest  neighbor 
lived  over  beyond  where  the  city  now  stands,  and 
the  business  portion  of  the  neighboring  city  of  Blue 
Springs  consisted  of  only  a  store  and  a  post-ofHce. 
Mr.  Scott  bought  a  homestead  where  the  city  of 
Wymore  now  stands,  at  second  hand,  p.aying  only 
$2  per  acre.  He  was  here  for  five  or  ten  years  be- 
fore the  population  was  much  increased,  and  after 
the  city  began  to  flourish  he  remained  here  until 
1884,  when  he  went  down  to  his  land  in  K.ansas  and 
remained  four  j'ears,  making  some  improvements. 
He  returned  to  Wymore  in  1888. 

Our  subject  was  born  in  DeWitt  County,  III.,  in 
1837,  and  lived  there  until  he  became  a  young  man, 
when  he  went  with  his  mother  to  Iowa,  thence  to 
Missouri,  where  he  lived  for  quite  a  time,  then  com- 
ing to  this  place,  dividing  part  of  the  time  between 
his  present  home  and  his  land  in  Kansas.  He  lias 
seen  the  improvements  .as  the}'  were  made  since  the 
time  that  a  bare  prairie  hay  stretching  its  undula- 
tions before  the  eye  to  the  present  thriving  city  of 
3,000  inhabitants. 

Mr.  Scott  was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Good- 
win, who  died  leaving  two  children — James  W.  and 
Levi  W.  Then  he  was  married  to  Miss  Mary  C. 
Tisdale,  and  to  them  there  have  been  born  seven 
children.     They  are  all  at  home  with  their  parents, 
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the  older  ones  having  the  best  advantages  for  re- 
ceiving their  education,  and  we  name  them  as  fol- 
lows: Andrew  C,  Lillie  May,  Nancy  I.,  Alexander, 
Benjamin  B.  and  Henry  J. 

For  nineteen  years  our  subject  has  lived  in  this 
vicinity,  and  has  built  for  himself  a  fine  house  on 
the  bluff  south  of  the  city.  He  has  improved  his 
farm  and  divided  up  a  goodly  portion  of  it  into 
city  lots,  which  of  course  were  very  valuable.  He 
has  given  attention  to  general  farming  and  stock- 
raising,  and  is  the  owner  of  seventy  acres  of  land, 
part  of  which  lies  within  the  city  limits,  besides 
other  town  lots;  and  in  Hodgeman  County,  Kan., 
he  has  a  half  section  of  good  land.  He  enjoys 
the  best  reputation,  and  by  all  of  his  townspeople 
he  is  highly  mentioned  as  an  honorable  friend  and 
neighbor.  William  Scott,  his  father,  was  born  in 
the  East,  afterward  moving  to  Ohio,  and  died  when 
our  subject  was  only  five  or  six  years  old.  Scott's 
Addition  to  Wj-more  was  made  and  recorded  six 
years  ago,  and  is  now  all  improved.  Much  credit 
is  due  our  subject  for  his  enterprising  and  honora- 
ble mode  of  conducting  business,  and  to  him  is  the 
city  indebted  for  a  goodly  share  of  its  improve- 
ments. 


,ERCY  J.  SMETHERS.  There  are  few 
more  attractive  homesteads  within  the  lim- 
its of  Gage  Count}'  than  that  owned  and 
occupied  by  the  subject  of  this  sketch,  who 
is  one  of  the  younger  members  in  its  farming  com- 
munity, and  who  is  pleasantl}'  located  on  the  south- 
east quarter  of  section  29,  in  Glenwood  Township. 
Here  he  has  a  neat  and  substantial  residence,  a  good 
barn,  and  the  other  buildings  necessary  for  the  suc- 
cessful prosecution  of  his  calling.  He  has  planted 
a  large  number  of  fruit  and  shade  trees,  and  grad- 
ually added  the  other  embellishments  which  form 
the  complete  home  and  serve  to  increase  the  beauty 
and  value  of  his  property.  The  traveler  passing 
through  this  section  will  notice  this  farm  and  form 
his  opinion  as  to  the  habits  and  character  of  the 
proprietor. 

Mr.  Smethers  comes  of  good  Pennsylvania  stock, 
his  parents,  Josiah  and  Mary  (Hill)  Smethers,  hav- 
ing been  natives  of  the  Keystone  State,  born,  reared 


and  married  in  Luzerne  County.  From  there  in 
about  1853  they  emigrated  to  Lee  County,  111., 
settling  near  Dixon,  where  the  father  carried  on 
farming.  They  came  to  the  State  of  Nebraska  in 
the  year  1878  and  here  settled  on  a  farm  in  Glen- 
wood Township,  where  they  lived  until  1887,  then 
took  up  their  abode  in  Lanham,  where  they  now 
reside.  The}'  became  the  parents  of  ten  children, 
five  sons  and  five  daughters,  of  whom  Percy  J.  was 
the  third  child.  He  was  born  in  Lee  County,  111., 
Sept.  30,  1856,  where  he  lived  until  a  young  man 
of  twenty-two  years,  becoming  familiar  with  farm 
pursuits  and  acquiring  his  education  in  the  com- 
mon schools. 

Not  long  after  reaching  his  majoritj'  our  subject 
was  united  in  marriage  with  one  of  tlie  most  esti- 
mable young  ladies  of  his  native  county.  Miss  Mary 
Uhl,  who  was  born  June  17,  1857.  and  is  the  daugh- 
ter of  Hiram  and  Margaret  (Wilhelm)  Uhl,  who 
were  natives  of  Pennsj'lvania.  The  mother  departed 
this  life  in  Lee  County,  111.,  about  1858,  and  the 
father  still  resides  there.  Their  family  consisted  of 
four  children,  two  now  living.  Mr.  Uhl  subsequently 
married  Nancy  Hughes,  by  whom  he  had  four 
children.  ' 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Smethers  lived  in  the  Prairie  State 
a  year  after  marriage,  then  came  with  the  parents 
of  our  subject  to  this  county.  They  located  in 
Beatrice,  where  they  lived  one  year  and  one-half, 
when  Mr.  S.  bought  160  acres  of  Government  land 
which  com[)rises  his  present  farm,  and  which  was  a 
part  of  the  Otoe  reservation.  It  was  in  an  unculti- 
vated condition,  and  it  is  hardly  necessary  to  say 
that  it  has  required  no  small  amount  of  labor  and 
good  management  to  bring  it  to  its  present  state. 
Each  year  sees  something  added  to  its  value,  and 
already  in  its  appointments  there  are  mirrored  the 
essential  requirements  of  the  complete  rural  home, 
the  abode  of  peace  and  plenty,  and  one  of  the  best 
monuments  of  industry  and  perseverance  that  a 
man  can  build  for  himself. 

Mr.  Smethers  signified  his  early  political  views 
by  casting  his  first  Presidential  vote  for  Gen.  Han- 
cock, and  hassinceuniformly  supported  Democratic 
principles.  Religiously,  he  and  his  excellent  wife 
belong  to  the  English  Lutheran  Church.  They 
have  three  children :  Nettie  V.,  Elroy  and  Stella  F., 
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the  clilest  ten  years  of  age  and  the  youngest  two. 
Jlr.  Snietliers  lielieves  in  the  education  of  the 
young,  and  his  cliildren  will  be  given  the  advan- 
tages suitable  to  their  position  in  the  community. 
He  has  always  maintained  a  warm  interest  in  the 
social  and  moral  welfare  of  his  townsljip,  and  in  his 
district  has  served  as  Treasurer  of  the  school  fund. 
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l)OHN  HAND  is  an  honored  pioneer  of 
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Pad- 
dock Township,  he  being  one  of  the  very 
first  settlers  in  this  neighborhood.  When  he 
')JJ  came  here  in  1878,  and  bought  of  the  Gov- 
nient  his  present  place,  comprising  160  acres  on  sec- 
tion 26,  there  was  but  one  other  settler  here,  S.  .S. 
Spires,  who  had  preceded  him  only  a  short  time 
previously.  Then  A.  McClung  settled  on  a  quar- 
ter of  section  34,  a  few  weeks  later.  All  the  coun- 
try' around  was  wild,  unbroken  prairie,  the  haunt  of 
numerous  Indians,  and  the  home  of  wolves,  deer, 
and  other  wild  game.  In  the  decade  that  lias  elapsed 
since  then  Mr.  Hand  has  witnessed  many  wonder- 
ful changes,  and  has  taken  an  active  part  in  bring- 
ing about  the  present  advanced  condition  of  the 
township  and  county.  His  experience  .as  a  pioneer 
was  fraught  with  many  interesting  incidents,  and  as 
related  by  him,  are  well  worth  listening  to;  we  are 
sorry  that  the  brevity  of  this  biographical  sketch 
will  not  allow  us  to  insert  an  account  of  his  early 
life  in  this  county  in  these  pages. 

Mr.  Hand  was  born  in  Tuscarawas  County,  Ohio, 
March  7,  1 830.  His  parents  were  Thomas  and  Char- 
it3'  (Andrews)  Hand,  natives  respectively  of  Ohio 
and  Maryland.  The  father  was  born  in  1804,  and 
died  in  his  native  State,  Aug.  28,  1852,  having 
scarcely  passed  the  prime  of  life.  His  estimable 
wife  survived  him  many  years,  her  death  occurring 
in  Ohio  in  1873.  She  was  born  in  1798,  and  when 
fourteen  years  of  age  left  her  native  Maryland  to 
live  in  Ohio,  where  she  spent  tlie  remainder  of  her 
life. 

The  son  of  that  worthy  couple,  who  forms  the 
subject  of  this  sketch,  was  reared  in  his  native 
count}',  and  made  his  home  there  until  twenty-one 
years  of  age.  Being  a  vigorous,  enterprising  young 
ambitious  to  make  his  own  way  in  the  world. 


he  left  Tuscarawas  County  when  he  attained  his 
majority,  and  went  to  Van  Wert  County,  in  the 
same  State,  where  he  lived  for  several  years.  There 
he  met  Miss  Julia  A.  Whitby,  and  they  were  united 
in  marri.age  Jan.  21,  185.5.  She  is  a  model  wife  and 
mother,  devote<l  to  the  interests  of  her  family.  Of 
this  marriage  eight  children  have  been  born,  live  of 
whom  survive. 

After  marriage  Mr.  Hand  continued  to  reside  in 
Ohio  for  some  years,  but  in  1868  he  removed  with 
his  family  to  Clinton  County,  Iowa,  where  they 
lived  until  1878,  when  they  came  to  Nebraska,  and 
located  in  their  present  home.  At  that  time  Mr. 
Hand's  financial  condition  was  at  a  low  ebb,  and 
after  arranging  for  the  purchase  of  a  quarter-section 
of  Government  land  which  formed  a  part  of  the 
reservation,  he  had  just  enough  money  loft  to  make 
the  first  payment.  Prosperity  has  since  smiled  upon 
him,  and  he  has  been  enabled  to  improve  his  land 
into  as  fine  a  farm  as  there  is  in  this  neighborhood, 
and  the  harvests  that  he  reaps  from  it  put  him  in 
possession  of  a  good  yearly  income.  He  li.as  erected 
a  cozy  and  conveniently  arranged  house,  a  stable, 
and  has  other  necessary  out-buildings,  and  his 
pl.ace  is  neat  and  well-kept  in  appearance. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hand  are  highly  respected  in  this 
community  ;^they  are  sincere  Christians,  and  were 
formerly  connected  with  the  Wesleyan  Methodist 
Church,  while  they  were  residents  of  Ohio.  Mr. 
Hand  is  a  man  of  unblemished  repute,  is  careful  and 
considerate  in  his  dealings  with  others;  he  is  a  hard 
and  constant  worker,  with  much  practical  s.igacity. 
and  is  highly  deserving  of  the  prosperity-  that  has 
resulted  from  his  efforts.  He  is  a  straight  Repub- 
lican in  his  political  sentiments,  and  never  fails  to 
give  his  hearty  support  to  the  candidates  of  his 
party  at  the  polls. 


JOHN  KEPPLE,  one  of  the  progressive  and 
prosperous  farmers  of  Barneston  Townshij), 
was  born  in  Westmoreland  Count}^  Pa.,  on 
the  12th  of  November,  1835.  His  father,  Ja- 
cob Kepple,  now  deceased,  was  born  in  the  same 
place,  of  German  descent.  The  maiden  same  of 
his  wife,  the  mother  of  our  subject,  was   Martha 
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Decmer,  a  native  of  Pennsylvania  to  whom  he  was 
manied  about  1825.  Tlieir  family  circle  inclurlerl 
ten  children,  and  of  those  our  subject  was  the  fifth 
child.  It  was  their  privilege  to  see  their  children 
grow  up  and  enter  jpon  honorable  and  useful  ca- 
reers. Thej'  are  scattered  in  various  parts  of  the 
Eastern  States,  and  so  far  as  is  known  the  circle  is 
yet  unbroken  by  death. 

In  the  public  schools  of  his  native  county  our 
subject  busily  employed  the  days  of  his  youth,  and 
is  possessed  of  a  fairly  thorough  English  education. 
On  leaving  school  he  engaged  in  farming,  and  in 
the  spring  of  1865  went  to  St.  Anthony  Falls, 
Minn.,  but  before  the  winter  set  in  had  removed  to 
Tlock  Island  Count}',  111.  In  the  former  place  be 
had  worked  in  a  sawmill,  but  upon  moving  to  Illi- 
nois he  engaged  on  a  farm,  and  so  continued  un- 
til 1872,  when  he  went  to  JNew  Mexico,  and  was 
occupied  in  mining,  and  thence  three  3'ears  later  he 
went  to  the  Black  Hills,  traveling  through  the 
mountains,  mining  a  little  and  prospecting.  This 
continued  for  about  three  years,  by  which  time  lie 
came  to  Nemaha  City ;  tiiat  was  in  the  year  1 878. 
His  removal  to  this  county  dates  from  1881,  when 
he  settled  upon  his  present  farm. 

Mr.  Kepple  is  one  who  has  never  drained  the  cup 
of  matrimonial  bliss,  and  yet  withal  seems  to  thrive 
and  prosper,  although  denying  himself  such  com- 
panionship. 

ILAN  E.  CHAPMAN,  operating  as  general 
insurance  agent  and  auctioneer  at  Beatrice, 
cast  his  lot  with  the  people  of  Southern 
Nebraska  in  July  of  1886,  and  has  been 
closely  identified  with  the  interests  of  this  county 
since  that  time.  He  previously  lived  a  year  in  the 
western  part  of  the  State.  A  native  of  Bureau 
County,  111.,  he  was  born  near  the  little  town  of 
Walnut,  July  18,  1861,  and  was  the  fourth  in  a 
family  of  five  sons,  the  offspring  of  Ozias  E.  and 
Sarah  (Beeman)  Chapman,  who  were  natives  of 
Medina  Count}',  Ohio.  Our  subject  is  the  name- 
sake of  his  paternal  grandfather.  Ozias  Chapman 
was  a  successful  farmer  and  stock-raiser,  and, 
leaving  the  Buckeye  State  at  an  early  perioil   in  his 
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life,  settled  in  Bureau  County,  111.,  where  both  par- 
ents still  live  at  the  old  homestead. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  reared  a  farmer's 
boy,  aud  pursued  his  first  studies  in  the  district 
school.  He  was  fond  of  his  books  and  ambitious 
to  learn,  and  at  an  early  age  developed  into  a 
teacher,  officiating  as  pedagogue  in  the  building 
where  his  father  and  subsequently  his  four  brothers 
had  discharged  the  same  duties.  Young  Chapman, 
in  the  spring  of  1885,  striking  out  for  himself, 
started  for  the  State  of  Nebraska,  and  located  first 
at  Clay  Center  in  Clay  County,  establishing  in  the 
business  to  which  he  still  gives  his  attention.  Six 
months  later  he  removed  to  Phelps  County,  and 
became  editor  of  the  Bertrand  Journal,  with  which 
he  was  engaged  four  months.  Then  returning  to 
Illinois  he  was  married,  June  30,  1886,  to  Miss 
Lizzie  A.  Waterhouse.  and  then,  selecting  Beatrice 
as  his  future  field  of  operations,  came  to  this  city^ 
where  he  has  since  resided.  Not  long  afterward  he 
associated  himself  in  partnership  with  J.  W.  Eber- 
sol,  and  as  Ebersol,  Chapman  &  Co.,  they  operated 
together  for  eighteen  months,  when  Mr.  Chapman 
purchased  the  interest  of  his  partner  and  succeeded 
to  the  business,  which  he  has  since  carried  on  alone. 
His  insurance  transactions  represent  the  leading 
companies  of  the  United  States,  including  the 
Hartford  of  Connecticut,  the  German-American  of 
New  York  State,  and  many  others  equally  prominent 
and  popular.  He  also  represents  the  Mutual  Life 
of  New  York,  and  the  Union  Central,  of  Cincinnati, 
Ohio.     In  politics  he  is  a  stanch  Republican. 

^^USTIN  L.  WAY  was  born  in  Ashtabula 
Mfui  County,  Ohio,  on  the  26th  of  October, 
If  I*  1829,  and  is  the  son  of  Elisha  and  Anna 
1^1  Way,  who  were  natives  of  Connecticut 
and  Massachusetts  respectively.  The  early  years 
of  his  life  were  spent  on  a  farm  in  his  native 
county,  where  he  remained  until  the  year  1854,  the 
greater  part  of  the  time  at  the  home  of  his  parents. 
In  tliat  year  he  moved  to  Henry  County,  111.,  and 
settled  near  Kewanee,  in  which  place  he  i»ade  his 
home  until  1871,  being  engaged  in  farming.  He 
then   went  to  Page  County,  Iowa,  and  again  en- 
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gaffed  in  farming  on  sonic  Innd  which  he  had 
fonncil\-  jiurchascd.  vcnininiiig  thcie  until  18S1, 
when  he  came  to  this  country  and  settled  in  Glen- 
wood  Township.  He  owns  IGO  acres  of  good  farm- 
ing land  on  section  2,  on  which  he  has  made 
noticeable  improvements,  both  in  the  state  of  its 
cultivation  and  in  the  manner  in  which  he  has 
adorned  it  with  a  good  house,  barn,  and  all  the  nec- 
essary farm  buildings  and  fences.  He  is  engaged 
in  general  farming  and  stock-raising. 

On  the  SGth  of  October,  1879.  our  subject  was 
united  in  marriage,  in  Kewanee,  111.,  with  Miss 
Anna  Butterwick,  who  is  a  native  of  Newcastle, 
j;ngl.Tnd.  .She  is  the  d.Tughter  of  Thomas  and 
Anna  Butterwick.  By  this  marriage  the}'  have  be- 
come the  parents  of  seven  children,  who  are  named: 
Ella,  Bertha,  Ross.  Dais}-.  Haven,  Howard  and 
Lloyd.  Both  Sir.  and  Mrs.  Way  are  active  mem- 
bers of  the  Baptist  Church,  and  are  highly  esteemed 
in  society.  The  former  advocates  the  cause  of  the 
Republican  part}-  in  politics,  and  as  far  as  he  is 
able  aids  in  the  upbuilding  of  his  section.  Among 
business  men  his  word  is  as  binding  as  would  be  a 
written  agreement,  and  it  is  always  understood  that 
he  can  be  relied  upon  doing  whatever  he  promises 
to  do.  His  integrity  and  uprightness  of  character 
are  unimpeachable,  and  among  good  and  public- 
spirited  citizens  he  stands  in  the  first  rank. 


JAMES  C.  BRINKWORTH  is  Chairman  of 
the  Board  of  Public  Works  of  the  beautiful 
and  tasty  city  of  Beatrice,  upon  whom  rests 
largely  the  responsibility  of  many  of  the 
most  important  works  that  have  for  their  object 
the  public  welfare.  In  Somersetshire,  England, 
onr  subject  was  born  on  the  20th  of  July,  1853. 
His  father,  John  Brinkworth,  a  native  of  the  same 
county,  was  a  farmer,  and  had  charge  of  some 
600  acres,  so  that  our  subject  became  fully  .accus- 
tomed to  agricultural  life  even  from  his  earliest 
childhood.  The  maiden  name  of  the  mother  of 
our  subject  was  Fannie  Uncles.  Of  this  union  tliir- 
teen  children  were  born,  ten  of  them  grew  to  ma- 
turity, and  all  of  them  have  come  to  this  country. 
It  was  the  good  fortune  of  our  subject  to  receive 


that  valuable  inheritance,  a  good  education,  first 
under  a  private  governess,  who  instructed  him  in 
the  more  elementary  branches  preparatory  to  his 
admission  to  the  Crosscombe  Academy,  at  Cross- 
combe,  England,  which  he  attended  for  several 
years,  and  from  which  he  was  graduated.  He  was 
seventeen  years  of  age  when  he  came  to  this  coun- 
try in  company  with  his  parents  and  the  other 
members  of  the  family.  Tliey  settled  in  Living- 
ston County,  111.,  and  engaged  in  agricultural  pur- 
suits, in  which  also  our  subject  continued  for  three 
years.  For  the  six  years  immediately  following  he 
was  engaged  working  with  one  man  at  the  carpen- 
ter trade,  and  in  that  time  became  a  very  expert 
master  workman,  fully  competent  to  take  charge  of 
anything  in  his  line  and  execute  it  in  a  proper 
manner. 

Becoming  acquainted  with  the  daughter  of  Ben- 
jamin F.  Hotchkiss,  of  Odell,  Livingston  County,, 
Mr.  Brinkworth  was  united  in  marriage  to  her 
Dec.  25.  1874.  There  have  been  born  to  them 
three  children:  Bennie,  who  was  born  in  Illinois 
and  died  at  Beatrice,  aged  seventeen  months;  James 
Edwin  and  Edith  Beatrice,  whose  presence  in  the 
home  have  made  it  more  attr.active  and  felicitous. 

Miss  Hattie  Hotchkiss,  the  wife  of  our  subject, 
was  born  at  Ottawa,  111.,  on  the  21st  of  May,  1853. 
Her  father  is  deceased.  The  maiden  name  of  his 
wife  was  Delia  Baldwin.  Their  residence  in  this 
State  dates  from  March,  1877.  They  were  the 
parents  of  five  children,  of  whom  their  daughter 
Hattie  is  the  youngest.  The  mother  resides  in 
Beatrice. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Brinkworth  came  to  Nebraska  in 
March,  1877,  and  with  their  one  child  settled  in 
Beatrice,  which  even  at  that  time  gave  promise 
of  a  noteworthy  future  althougli  then  very  small, 
and,  owing  to  the  undeveloped  surroundings,  some- 
what dull.  At  this  time  our  subject  was  compara- 
tively poor  in  purse  and  possessions  of  that  nature, 
but  rich  in  having  sound  health,  a  clear  mind,  and 
a  thorough  knowledge  of  a  good  trade  and  of  agri- 
culture. 

Immediately  establishing  his  family  in  as  nice  a 
home  as  he  could,  our  subject  set  to  work  and  in- 
vested all  his  ready  money  in  lands,  city  properly, 
etc.,  buying  rather  with  a  view  of  holding  than  of 
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selling,  but  conducting  that  feature  of  his  busi- 
ness somewhat  according  to  circumstances.  From 
this  beginning  he  has  steadily  progressed  until  he 
has  attained  his  present  position,  which  is  one  in- 
dicative of  unqualified  success.  Besides  his  excep- 
tionally good  residence  on  South  Seventh  street,  he 
is  the  owner  of  various  valuable  city  properties. 

The  growth  of  the  city  of  Beatrice  necessitated  the 
organization  of  a  Board  of  Public  Works,  of  which 
it  is  the  honor  of  our  subject  to  be  the  first  Chair- 
man, to  which  position  he  was  appointed  by  Mayor 
E.  O.  Kretsinger  for  a  term  of  two  years.  P>ery 
duty  devolving  upon  him  in  the  execution  of  the 
functions  of  his  office  has  been  so  performed  as 
to  win  the  heartiest  congratulation  and  apprecia- 
tion of  the  citizens.  Owing  to  his  careful  super- 
vision, the  city  sewerage  is  almost  perfect — a  most 
important  matter  from  the  standpoint  of  health. 
In  politics  he  is  a  Republican.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Brink- 
worth  are  respected  citizens. 


^/OHN  R.  HIGGINS,  in  the  spring  of  1882, 
I'  settled  upon  a  tract  of  wild  land  on  section 
^_^  ll  26,  in  Grant  Township,  which  by  the  exer- 
^^'  else  of  constant  industry  he  has  transformed 
into  a  valuable  farm.  It  is  1 60  acres  in  extent,  al- 
ready fairly  well  supplied  with  good  buildings,  and 
each  year  adds  sc>niething  to  the  attractiveness  and 
value  of  the  property.  Not  the  least  among  the 
surroundings  conducive  to  the  comfort  of  the 
family  is  a  fine  young  orchard  of  choice  apple  trees, 
and  Mr.  H.  has  also  planted  shade  trees,  having  in 
view  the  comfort  of  his  live  stock  and  the  general 
embellishment  of  the  farm. 

Peoria.  111.,  had  formerly  been  the  home  of  our 
subject,  where  he  lived  from  the  time  he  first  drew 
breath  until  reaching  manhood.  He  was  born  Aug. 
22,  1854, and  is  the  son  of  James  and  Mary  (Burns) 
Higgins,  who  settled  in-  Peoria  County  during  its 
pioneer  days.  James  Higgins  was  born  in  Ireland, 
and  crossed  the  Atlantic  when  a  mere  boy,  settling 
with  his  parents  at  Peoria,  111.,  during  the  da3's 
when  it  was  known  as  Ft.  Clark.  There  he  was 
reared  to  manhood,  receiving  a  limited  education, 
and  married  Miss  Burns,  whose  parents  bad  likewise 


emigrated  to  the  West  about  the  same  time  that  the 
parents  of  Mr.  Higgins  settled  in  Peoria  County. 
His  father,  James  Higgins.  was  a  marble  cutter  by 
trade,  and  at  this  employment  spent  the  greater  part 
of  his  active  life.  He  was  a  man  of  many  excellent 
qualities  and  became  one  of  the  most  highly  re- 
spected citizens  of  Peoria,  where  he  spent  many 
years,  and  where  his  death  occurred  when  his  son, 
our  subject,  was  but  a  lad  of  tender  j'ears.  The 
mother  had  previously  passed  awaj-,  and  thus  j'oung 
John  R.  was  orphaned  at  an  early  age.  He  had  two 
brothers  and  one  sister,  and  upon  the  death  of  the 
father  the  family  was  scattered,  the  brothers  hav- 
ing to  take  care  of  themselves,  and  the  sister  died 
in  Peoria  in  infancy.  James  Higgins,  the  younger 
brother  of  our  jubject,  is  a  resident  of  Virginia, 
and  engaged  in  the  hardware  business. 

John  R.  Higgins,  thrown  upon  his  own  resources 
early  in  life,  made  his  way  through  many  difliculties 
and  secured  a  practical  education.  This  experience, 
however,  proved  of  essential  benefit,  making  him 
independent  and  self-reliant,  and  fitting  him  admira- 
bly for  the  difficulties  which  ar^.  the  common  lot  of 
man.  He  suffered 'uo  discouragement  to  overcome 
him,  and  in  due  time  began  to  see  his  way  toward 
the  establishment  of  a  home  of  his  own.  On  the 
1st  of  March,  1877,  he  was  united  in  marriage  with 
Miss  Melissa,  daughter  of  Peter  and  Melissa  (Rob- 
inson) Sheen,  the  wedding  taking  place  at  the  home 
of  the  bride  in  Woodford  County,  III.  Peter  Sheen 
was  formerly  one  of  the  most  prominent  I'esidents 
of  Peoria,  whence  became  to  Nebraska  about  1882. 
He  is  now  an  extensive  land-owner  in  Grant  Town- 
ship. He  settled  in  Peoria  when  it  was  a  mere 
hamlet  containing  but  one  store.  He  married  his 
wife  there,  and  she  is  yet  spared  to  her  home  and 
family. 

Mrs.  Higgins  was  born  in  Peoria,  III.,  April  22, 
1857,  and  was  reared  to  womanhood  in  her  native 
town,  acquiring  a  common-school  education.  She 
was  carefullj'  trained  by  an  excellent  mother  to 
those  habits  of  industry  and  economy  which  have 
fitted  her  to  preside  properly  over  the  home  which 
has  been  built  up  solely  113'  honest  labor.  Of  her 
union  with  our  subject  there  have  been  ^born  four 
children,  two  of  whom.  Arthur  and  Jessie,  are  liv- 
ing.    Herbert  and    an  infant  died  at  the   age   of 
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alxiiit  tneiity  (lays.  Mr.  Iliggins  h.ns  very  little 
time  to  devote  to  political  matters  but  keei)s  liiiii- 
self  informer!  upon  current  events,  and  uniformly 
votes  the  Democratic  ticket.  Both  he  and  his  ex- 
cellent wife  stand  well  among  their  neighbors,  and 
their  home  forms  the  resort  of  a  large  circle  of 
warm  friends. 


\TSAAC  O.  BRACE.  Among  the  farmers  of 
II  Glenwood  Township  whose  intimate  knowledge 
tli  of  their  calling  and  success  in  the  same  are 
worthy  of  mention  in  connection  with  any  volume 
treating  of  the  township,  is  the  subject  of  the  pres- 
ent writing,  whose  farm  is  situated  upon  section  9, 
and  is  IGO  acres  in  extent.  He  is  the  son  of  Is.iae 
and  Avej"  (Rippberger)  Brace.  The  father  of  our 
subject  w!is  born  in  Spencer.  N.  Y.,  March  17, 
1823;  his  mother  in  Germany. 

Our  subject,  the  only  child  of  his  parents,  was 
born  in  Silver  Creek  Township,  Stephenson  Co.,  111., 
Nov.  27,  1855,  and  was  left  motlierless  when  about 
two  years  of  .age.  The  years  of  his  childhood  and 
youth  were  spent  upon  the  farm  and  in  the  common 
school  of  the  township,  and  as  a  young  man  he 
worked  upon  his  father's  farm,  continuing  to  do  so 
until  the  j-ear  1876,  when  he  went  to  California, 
remaining  for  two  yeai-s.  The  first  was  spent  upon 
a  ranch,  the  second  in  the  mountains,  and  w.as  not 
altogether  wanting  in  success.  He  then  returned  to 
Stephenson  County,  anil  remained  until  1879,  when 
became  to  this  countj'  with  his  father,  and  settled 
in  Midland  Township,  where  they  ninde  their  home 
until  1886.  Then  our  subject  removed  to  his  pres- 
ent property  in  Glenwood.  Into  the  work  of  im- 
proving his  farm  in  this  county  our  subject  has 
entered  with  intelligent  enthusiasm,  concentrating 
his  energies,  and  bestowing  much  hard  labor  upon 
it.  with  results  that  must  be  gratifying. 

While  a  resident  in  Midland  Township  Mr.  Brace 
became  the  husband  of  Miss  Maggie  McCune,  on 
the  25th  of  February,  1885.  This  lady  is  the 
daughter  of  David  and  Sarah  (Linheart)  McCune, 
whp  are  natives  of  Pennsylvania.  Their  daughter 
was  born  near  Rociielle,  Ogle  Co.,  111.,  June  14, 
1856.     There   have  lieen    born    to   Mr.    and    Mrs. 


Brace  two  children,  wlio  bear  the  names  Maud  E. 
and  Harry. 

The  fatlier  of  our  subject  was  one  of  liie  early 
pioneers  of  Stephenson  County,  and  took  great  pride 
in  watching  its  rapid  development,  and  was  second 
to  none  in  his  anxietj'  and  efforts  to  that  end.  He 
settled  there  while  yet  unmarried  in  the  year  1842, 
and  at  the^age  of  nineteen  years.  His  home  previ- 
ous to  this  settlement  had  been  in  Madison  County 
N.  Y.,  where  he  had  lived  for  several  years.  lie 
was  married  in  Stephenson  County,  and  resided  in 
Silver  Creek  and  Ridott  Townsliips  until  he  re- 
moved to  this  State. 

On  all  matters  of  political  interest  our  subject  is 
inclined  to  take  his  stand  with  the  Republican 
party,  but  never  at  the  expense  of  principle.  He 
is  a  friend  to  good  morals,  and  anxious  to  do  all  in 
his  power  as  a  citizen  to  forward  the  highest  inter- 
ests of  the  Republic. 


C^^^HOMAS  BARRY  is  an  extensive  and  pros- 
m^^,  perous  farmer  of  G.age  C'ount3',  owning  and 
^^^  managing  a  fine  large  farm  which  is  classed 
.as  one  of  the  best  in  Paddock  Township.  Mr. 
Barry  is  a  native  of  Ireland,  and  thence  he  emi- 
grated to  the  United  States  in  the  year  1850,  landing 
in  New  York  City  March  1,  friendless,  homeless  and 
penniless.  Notwithstanding  these  discouraging  facts 
he  was  not  disheartened,  but  immediately  sought 
work,  anything  that  his  hands  might  iind  to  do, 
that  he  might  earn  an  honorable  living  and  not 
be  dependent  on  strangers  for  what  he  ate.  He 
soon  found  employment  as  a  porter  in  Barker's 
Hotel,  and  thus  engaged  for  three  years.  At 
length  he  left  the  great  metropolis  of  the  Elrapire 
State  and  went  to  Philadelphia,  where  he  ho])ed  to 
obtain  more  lucrative  employment.  He  staid 
there  but  a  few  weeks,  however,  and  then  proceeded 
to  Cleveland,  Ohio,  where  he  passed  the  ensuing 
three  j'ears.  From  there  he  then  went  to  St. 
Louis,  and  spent  a  like  period  of  time  in  that  city. 
We  subsequently  find  him  located  in  Pike  County, 
111.,  where  he  began  farming  on  his  own  account,  he 
having  been  often  employed  as  a  farm  hand  since 
his  arrival  in  the  United  Stales.     He  rented  a  farm 
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in  that  county,  and  carried  it  on  with  good  financial 
results  for  some  years.  It  was  in  this  period  of  iiis 
life  that  our  subject  obtained  his  war  record,  for 
while  a  resident  of  Illinois  he  volunteered  to  serve 
his  adopted  country  in  the  fall  of  1864,  and  was 
mustered  into  the  ranks  of  the  Federal  arrny  as  a 
member  of  Company  C,  99th  Illinois  Infantry,  and 
did  good  service  as  a  brave  and  loyal  soldier  until 
the  close  of  the  war. 

On  his  retirement  from  the  army  Mr.  Barrj-  re- 
moved to  Peoria  County,  111.,  and  after  staying 
there  nearly  seven  years,  he  went  to  Livingston 
County,  in  the  same  Stale,  where  he  resided  about 
ten  j'ears.  At  the  expiration  of  that  time  he  came 
to  Gage  County,  Neb.,  attracted  hither  by  the  re- 
ports of  the  richness  and  productiveness  of  the  soil. 
With  admirable  judgment  he  selected  a  tract  of  160 
acres  of  wild  prairie  land  on  section  27,  Paddock 
Township,  which  is  still  included  in  his  present 
farm.  He  now  has  it  all  under  a  fine  state  of 
tillage;  he  has  erected  a  fine  house,  a  handsome, 
large  structure,  a  good  barn,  granaries,  corn  cribs, 
and  has  made  all  the  needed  improvements  to  make 
it  one  of  the  show  places  of  the  township.  He  has 
also  increased  Ihe  acreage  of  his  farm  by  purchases 
of  other  land  from  time  to  time;  he  bought  eighty 
acres  on  section  34,  joining  the  home  place  on  the 
south,  and  lie  also  owns  160  acres  in  Barneston 
Township.  We  have  seen  that  Jlr.  Barry  arrived 
in  this  country  without  money,  and  in  all  his  pros- 
perity he  has  not  forgotten  that  many  a  day  he  has 
toiled  hard  for  the  paltry  sum  of  fifty  cents.  Indeed, 
it  is  his  pride  that  he  is  a  self-made  man,  and  that 
he  owes  his  present  financial  standing  solely  to  his 
own  exertions.  He  now  proposes  to  live  at  ease 
during  his  declining  years,  surrounded  by  all  the 
comforts  that  money  can  buy,  and  he  will  be  en- 
abled to  leave  a  legac3'  .to  his  children. 

During  all  these  years  of  struggle  and  toil  Mr 
Barry  has  had  the  efficient  aid  of  a  capable  wife, 
to  whom  he  was  married  in  New  York  City  in  1853. 
Mrs.  Barry  is  likewise  a  native  of  Ireland,  and 
her  maiden  name  was  Catherine  O'Brien.  Their 
marriage  has  been  blessed  to  our  subject  and  his 
wife  by  tlie  birth  of  ten  children,  eight  of  whom 
survive,  namely:  John  W.,  William  H.,  Dennis, 
Thomas  S.,  George  D.,  Mary  E.,  Jane  and  James. 
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Tluee  of  their  children  are  marritd ;  the  remainder 
live  at  home  with  their  parents.  John  married 
Anna  Sheron ;  William  married  Lettie  A.  McAllis- 
ter; Dennis  married  Hattie  A.,  daughter  of  Marquis 
Spencer,  whose  biography  appears  in  this  work. 
The  family  are  all  members  of  the  Roman  Catholic 
Church,  of  Odell.  Mr.  Barry  is  a  strong  Democrat 
in  his  political  views,  but  his  sons  are  sturdy  Re- 
publicans and  Prohibitionists.  Mr.  Barry  'is  a 
genial,  generous,  whole-souled  gentleman,  liberal 
and  public-spirited,  and  is  Hived  and  respected 
throughout  the  community. 

~o ^^ ^ 


ON.  ISAAC  W.  FUNCK.  The  subject  of 
this  sketch  is  the  oldest  resident  dentist  of 
the  city  of  Beatrice,  and  a  man  holding  a 
igh  position  in  the  community.  Intelli- 
gent, of  good  education,  and  self-made  in  the  broad- 
est sense  of  the  term,  his  career  has  been  one  upon 
which  he  can  reflect  with  pardonable  satisfaction. 
At  the  county  Republican  Convention,  held  in 
Beatrice  in  August,  1888,  he  was  chosen  the  can- 
didate of  liis  party  for  State  Senator,  and  was 
elected  by  a  handsome  majorit}'. 

Dr.  Funck  was  born  in  Huntingdon  County, Pa.. 
April  25,  1848,  and  was  the  third  child  in  a  family 
of  three  sons  and  one  daughter,,  of  whom  only 
three  are  living.  The  parents,  Abraham  and 
Catherine  (Winters)  Funck,  were  born  and  reared 
in  the  State  of  Pennsylvania,  where  tiie  father 
learned  the  trade  of  blacksmith,  which  he  followed 
during  early  nianhood.  Later  he  engaged  in  farm- 
ing, and  spent  his  entire  life  in  his  native  State,  his 
death  taking  place  in  Huntingdon  County,  in  Au- 
gust, 1883.  The  mother  is  still  living,  and  con- 
tinues at  the  old  homestead.  The  parents  on  both 
sides  of  the  house  were  of  German  descent. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  reared  as  a  far- 
mer's boy,  and  pursued  his  early  studies  first  in  the 
district  school,  later  attended  a  select  school,  and 
finally  entered  upon  an  academic  course  at  Kisha- 
coquillas.  Upon  approaciiing  manhood  he  began 
teaching  during  the  winter  season,  and  worked, on 
the  farm  in  summer.  He  commenced  the  study  of 
dentistry  at  Huntingdon,  under  the  instruction  of 
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Dr.  Thomas  J.  Gibson.  He  left  bis  naLive  SUte 
ill  1871,  crossiiiji  the  Mississippi  and  coming  to 
Nebraslia,  talking  up  liis  abofle  first  in  Falls  City. 
In  1873  he  became  aresidentof  Beatrice.  He  now 
occupies  offices  in  the  Gage  County  National  Bank 
Block,  where  he  has  all  the  modern  appliances  for 
his  work,  and  of  the  latter  has  sufficient  to  keep 
him  constantly  employed.  He  has  been  quite 
prominent  in  public  affairs,  having  been  Ro.ad 
Supervisor  of  the  city  of  Beatrice. 

The  Doctor  was  married,  April  16,  1872,  to  Miss 
Susan  Stump,  of  Falls  Citj'.  Mrs.  Funck  was  born 
March  3,  1853,  in  Wells  County,  Ind.,  and  is  the 
daughter  of  Samuel  and  Sarah  (McFaddin)  Stump, 
who  were  natives  of  Pennsylvania  and  Virginia 
respective!}'.  Tiie  fatlier  is  now  deceased,  but 
the  motlier  is  still  living.  Of  this  union  there 
are  four  children,  viz:  Alice,  Albert,  Edith  and 
AVarren.  Dr.  Funck,  politically,  votes  the  Repub- 
lican ticket,  and  socially,  belongs  to  the  I.  O.  O.  F., 
being  a  member  of  Beatrice  Lodge  No.  19,  in 
which  he  has  passed  all  tiie  Chairs. 


-^ 


e HESTER  H.  CALKINS,  an  extensive  land- 
owner and  breeder  of  blooded  horses,  has 
his  headquarters  in  the  city  of  Beatrice,  to 
which  he  came  in  1879.  He  is  a  man  very  capable 
and  enterprising,  one  who  is  never  idle,  and  his  in- 
dustry has  been  rewarded  in  the  possession  of  a 
fine  property  accumulated  mostly  through  his  own 
efforts.  He  was  born  near  the  city  of  Springfield, 
in  Sangamon  County,  111.,  April  24,  1841,  being  the 
second  child  of  Daniel  A.  and  Laviua  (Innman) 
Calkins,  who  were  the  parents  of  three  sons  and 
one  daughter. 

Daniel  A.  Calkins  was  born  in  Vermont,  and 
before  his  marriage  left  his  native  hills,  settling  in 
the  State  of  New  York.  The  mother  was  a  native 
of  the  latter  State,  and  there  the  parents  were  mar- 
ried. They  took  up  their  residence  in  that*  State 
for  a  time,  and  then  Mr.  Calkins,  desirous  of  a 
larger  field  of  operation,  emigrated  to  Sangamon 
County,  111.,  and  engaged  quite  extensively  in  stock- 
raising.  He  is  still  living,  and  has  arrived  at  the 
advanced  age  of  eighty-five  years;  the  mother  is 


seventj'-eight  years  old.  Years  ago  the}'  left  San- 
gamon County,  removing  to  Will  County,  III.,  and 
about  1874  to  Iroqouis  County,  where  they  now 
live. 

When  the  sul)ject  of  this  sketch  wms  -a  hul  about 
twelve  years  of  age  liis  parents  removed  from  San- 
gamon County  to  Will  County,  111.,  where  he  com- 
pleted his  education  in  the  district  school,  and 
developed  into  manhood.  He  continued  with  his 
parents,  occupied  mostly  in  farming  pursuits,  and 
left  Will  Count}'  in  1879,  coming  directly  to  Bea- 
trice, this  State.  Shortly  afterward  he  i)urchased  a 
tract  of  new  land  in  Filley  Township,  upon  which 
he  spent  one  year,  effecting  considerable  improve- 
ments, then  removed  to  Beatrice,  where  he  has 
since  lived.  He  added  from  time  to  time  to  his 
first  purchase,  and  is  now  the  owner  of  640  acres, 
the  greater  part  in  a  productive  condition,  provided 
with  suitable  farm  buildings.  Since  coming  to  this 
county  he  has  improved  seven  farms,  one  of  them 
having  been  land  upon  which  the  town  of  Ellis  now 
siands;  another  lies  in  Sicily  Township.  The  farm 
in  Filley  Township  is  mainly  devoted  to  his  stock 
operations.  Noticeable  among  his  horses  are  three 
magnificent  draft  animals  of  Norman,  Clydesdale 
and  Morgan  stock,  respectively,  and  one  of  them, 
"Black  Traveler,"  is  in  the  habit  of  carrying  off  the 
blue  ribbons,  having  taken  first  premium  at  the  State 
Fair  in  Lincoln,  where  he  was  in  competition  with 
twenty-six  others. 

Mr.  Calkins  is  also  interested  in  the  breeding  of 
Ilolstein  cattle  and  Poland-China  hogs,  and  in  this 
line  also  exhibits  some  of  the  finest  animals  to  be 
found  in  the  county.  His  career  has  been  essen- 
tially that  of  a  self-made  man.  He  started  out  for 
himself  at  the  age  of  thirteen  years,  with  no  capital 
but  a  pair  of  willing  hands,  and  worked  six  years 
for  one  man  on  a  farm  in  Will  County.  He  was 
married,  Oct.  7,  18G7,  to  Miss  Emma  Boot,  of 
Kane  County,  111.,  by  whom  he  had  three  children 
— Ida,  Cora  and  Alice.  The  present  wife  of  our 
subject,  to  whom  he  was  married  Sept.  10,  1887, 
was  formerly  Mrs.  Hattie  L.  Martin,  nee  Adams, 
daughter  of  Benjamin  and  Helen  (Purcel)  Adams; 
her  parents  are  deceased.  Of  this  union  there  has 
been  born  one  child,  a  son,  Chester  II.,  Jr. 

Mr.  Calkins,  politically,  votes  the  straight  Repub- 
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liean  ticket.  In  addition  to  his  landed  interests  he 
is  the  owner  of  valuable  city  proiierty,  including  a 
good  residence  in  Beatrice,  which,  with  its  sur- 
roundings, forms  one  of  its  must  pleasant  and  at- 
tractive homes. 


yfi^  ENRY  RICE.  Among  the  intelligent  and 
|fj\)  well-educated  gentlemen  who  are  identified 
i^y^  with  the  farming  interests  of  Gage  County, 
(j^  the  subject  of  this  sketch  occupies  a  promi- 
nent position,  as  he  is  the  owner  of  one  of  the  finest 
farms  in  Paddock  Township.  It  comprises  240 
acres  of  well  fenced  and  highly  cultivated  land, 
pleasantly  located  on  sections  20  and  29,  Paddock 
Township,  and  with  its  handsome  residence,  com- 
modious baru  and  other  farm  buildings,  adds  much 
to  the  scenic  features  of  this  locality. 

Mr.  Rice  was  born  in  Maryland,  Sept.  20,  1842. 
He  was  early  left  an  orphan,  as  his  parents,  Henry 
and  Hannah  (Friedly)  Rice,  natives  of  Maryland, 
died,  the  former  before  the  birth  of  our  subject,  and 
the  latter  when  he  was  but  three  years  old.  He 
tlien  fell  to  the  kindly  care  of  his  aunt,  Catherine 
Rice,  a  sister-in-law  of  his  father,  and  by  her  he 
was  taken  to  Ogle  County,  111.  He  was  there 
reared  by  his  aunt  and  given  the  benefit  of  a 
superior  education  in  Mt.  Morris  College,  which 
excellent  institution  of  learning  is  located  in  that 
county.  He  can  scarcely  have  completed  his  col- 
legiate education  when  he  went  forth  as  an  untried 
and  youthlul  soldier,  to  learn  on  Southern  battle- 
fields the  bitter  lessons  of  the  hardships  and  dan- 
gers of  war,  as  he  was  but  twenty-one  years  old 
when  he  enlisted,  Dec.  12,  1863,  in  Company  D, 
4th  Illinois  Cavalry.  He  served  nearly  three  years 
with  his  company,  taking  part  in  fifty-eight  engage- 
ments, among  which  were  Vicksburg,  Red  River, 
etc.,  winning  a  record  for  coolness  and  efficiencj' 
in  the  hour  of  battle  of  which  he  may  well  be 
proud.  In  June,  1866,  he  was  honorably  discharged. 
Notwithstanding  the  many  times  he  had  been  under 
fire  he  returned  home  unhurt  and  without  a  wound, 
except  by  a  horse  falling  on  him  in  a  charge.  He 
is  now  a  member  of  theG.  A.  R.,  Reserve  Post  No. 
14«,  of  Odell. 

When  Mr.  Rice  began  life  for  himself  he  had  no 


money,  but  his  education  was  his  capital,  and  he 
adopted  the  profession  of  a  teacher.  He  was  en- 
gaged as  a  schoolmaster  for  eight  3'ears  with  marked 
success,  and  thus  obtained  the  means  to  enable  him 
to  become  a  farmer.  He  first  turned  his  attention 
to  agriculture  in  1874,  and  for  some  time  farmed  in 
the  summer  and  in  the  winter  season  resumed  his 
pedagogical  duties.  In  March,  1883,  Mr.  Rice 
came  to  Gage  County,  and  purchased  his  present 
farm,  on  which  then  stood  a  small  house  and  barn. 
The  replacement  of  these,  and  the  numerous  other 
splendid  improvements  that  he  has  brought  about, 
testify  to  his  arduous  labors  and  to  the  money  that 
he  has  so  judiciously  expended  in  order  to  accom- 
plish so  much  in  a  comparatively  short  time.  Mr. 
Rice  undoubtedly  owes  his  success  to  his  indomit- 
able will,  close  attention  to  the  details  of  his  busi- 
ness, and  to  his  financial  ability. 

Our  subject  was  married  in  Ogle  Count}',  111., 
March  25,  1874,  to  Miss  Mary  J.,  daughter  of 
Samuel  and  Janet  Hitt.  Their  pleasant  home  circle 
is  completed  by  the  three  children  who  have  been 
born  to  them — Charles  E. ;  George  and  Andrew, 
twins. 


ARVIN  F.  WESTON.  Among  the  most 
l\  worthy  citizens  of  Barneston  Township  is 
*  the  subject  of  the  present  writing,  whose 
residence  and  farming  property  is  situated 
on  section  5.  He  is  the  son  of  Charles  and  Delana 
(Brimmer)  Weston,  and  was  born  at  their  home  in 
Washington  County,  N.  Y.,  on  the  19th  of  April, 
1843.  His  father  was  a  native  of  Massachusetts, 
and  prior  to  his  removal  to  LaSalle  County,  111., 
in  1847,  he  followed  the  trade  of  a  shoemaker,  but 
from  that  time  until  his  death  he  operated  his  farm 
in  that  place.  He  died  at  the  age  of  seventy-five 
years,  in  1875. 

Of  the  seven  children  born  to  the  parents  of  our 
subject,  only  he  and  his  sister  Lydia  survive.  This 
lady  is  now  the  wife  of  William  Evans,  of  Chicago, 
in  which  city  they  reside.  Our  subject  received 
a  fair  education  in  the  common  branches  in  the 
usual  institution  of  learning  in  LaSalle  County, 
where  he  was  brought  up,  and  from  earliest  boy- 
hood worked  upon  the  farm,  and  has  continued  to 
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make  luisbandiy  the  oeciipalion  of  liis  life.  Al- 
tlioiigli  but  about  four  ye.ais  of  age  when  liis  parents 
removed  from  New  York,  tlie  journej'  made  such  an 
impression  upon  the  mental  retina  as  to  be  retained, 
at  least  in  outline,  until  the  present.  There  were 
but  two  methods  of  travel  used  in  that  trip;  from 
the  East  to  Chicago  the^-  journeyed  via  the  Lakes, 
and  thence  to  Peru,  their  destination,  by  wagon. 

In  the  late  war  our  subject  served  for  three 
months  in  Company  G,  13yth  Illinois  Infantry,  and 
at  the  conclusion  of  that  period  for  another  three 
months  in  Company  B,  C8th  Illinois  Infantry.  His 
military  ex[)erience  was  not  so  startling,  dangerous 
or  terrible  as  many,  because  for  the  greater  part  of 
the  time  his  regiment  was  either  performing  guard 
duty  or  was  held  in  reserve.  At  the  close  of  the 
war  he  returned  to  his  home  at  LaSalle,  and  en- 
gaged in  farming.  In  1882  Mr.  Weston  came  to 
this  county,  and  settled  where  he  now  refSides,  and 
where  he  has  been  continuously  engaged  in  farming 
and  stock-raising. 

In  the  Masonic  fraternity  our  subject  is  recog- 
nized as  a  member  in  good  standing;  he  is  also  con- 
nected with  the  Knights  of  Pythias,  and  usually 
meets  with  them  in  Wymore.  In  his  political  opin- 
ions and  principles  he  is  in  harmony  with  the  Re- 
publican party,  of  which  for  many  years  he  has  beeu 
a  stanch  friend  and  ardent  supporter.  In  the  com- 
munity at  large  our  subject  is  a  recognized  friend 
of  good  morals  and  every  enterprise  and  organiza- 
tion that  looks  to  that  end,  and  is  projjortionately 
respected  by  his  fellow-citizens. 


■jiy  EWIS  E.  WALKER,  insurance  and  loan 
I  ^  agent,  has  his  office  at  the  corner  of  Court 
ii^V  and  Sixth  streets,  in  Beatrice,  and  occupies 
a  good  position  among  the  business  men  of  his  com- 
munity. His  earliest  recollections  are  of  a  modest 
home,  comprising  a  log  house  on  a  farm  in  West 
Point,  in  the  vicinity  of  Lodi,  Wis.,  where  he  first 
opened  his  ej'es  to  the  light  June  28,  1854.  The 
eldest  of  four  children,  two  sons  and  two  daughters, 
he  is  the  son  of  Isaac  V.  N.  and   Mary  E.   (Davis) 


Walker,  who  were  natives  of  New  York  State,  the 
father  born  in  the  town  of  Chatliuni.  and  the  mother 
in  the  now  nourishing  city  of  Troy.  After  marriage 
they  emigrated  to  Wisconsin,  settling  on  a  farm 
among  the  pioneers  of  Columbia  County,  where 
the}'  still  live. 

The  brothers  and  two  sisters  of  our  subject  are 
residents  of  Wisconsin.  The  boyhood  of  Lewis  E. 
was  passed  in  the  manner  common  to  farmers'  sons, 
he  attending  the  district  school  and  assisting  in  the 
lighter  duties  around  the  homestead.  After  attend- 
ing the  school  at  West  Point,  near  his  home,  he 
entered  the  Lodi  High  School,  from  which  he  was 
graduated  in  the  class  of  '74.  Later  he  became  a 
student  of  the  University  of  Wisconsin,  at  Madison, 
from  which  he  was  again  graduated  in  the  class  of 
'78.  In  the  meantime  he  also  officiated  as  teacher 
in  the  Madison  Business  College,  and  during  his 
junior  and  senior  years,  in  connection  with  R.  M. 
LaFoUette,  a  fellow  student,  now  member  of  Con- 
gress from  the  Third  Wisconsin  Congressional  Dis- 
trict, he  published  and  edited  the  Unicersily  Press. 

Upon  leaving  school  our  subject  began  the  study 
of  law  in  the  office  of  Richard  Lindsay,  in  Lodi, 
Wis.,  and  after  becoming  duly  advanced  entered 
the  law  dep.artmentof  the  State  University  at  Madi- 
son, from  which  he  was  graduated  in  1880.  He 
commenced  the  practice  of  his  profession  in  the  city 
of  Portage,  Wis.,  and  later  became  the  associate  of 
Baker  &  AValker,  a  law  firm  of  that  cit^-,  with 
which  he  continued  about  two  years,  and  then,  on 
account  of  failing  health,  retired  from  office  busi- 
ness, and  took  up  his  residence  on  a  farm  near  Lodi, 
Wis.,  which  change  proved  very  beneficial.  In 
1883  he  came  to  Nebraska,  establishing  himself  at 
Beatrice,  where  he  has  since  remained. 

For  two  years  after  taking  up  his  residence  in  the 
above  citj-  our  subject  was  connected  with  the  firm 
of  Thomas  Yule  &  Son,  in  the  abstract  and  loan 
business.  In  November,  1885.  he  established  him- 
self in  his  present  business,  and  has  met  with  uni- 
form success.  He  was  married,  Sept.  25,  1878,  to 
Miss  Bessie  J.,  daughter  of  Thomas  Yule,  a  highly 
respected  citizen  of  Beatrice,  and  of  this  union  there 
are  three  children,  two  daughters  and  a  son — Mary 
Grace,  Louise  E.  and  Robert  Yule.  The  little  fam- 
ily occupies  a  tasteful  home  in  the  northea-stern  part 
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of   the  city,  and   by  the  social  circle  in  which  they 
move  are  held  in  high  esteem. 

Mr.  Walker  represents  the  Second  Ward  in  the 
City  Council,  and  was  one  of  the  organizers  of  the 
Beatrice  Building  Association,  of  which  he  is  Secre- 
tary and  Treasurer.  He  is  also  a  Director  and 
Secretary  of  the  Masonic  Building  Association. 
While  attending  the  University  at  Madison,  in  1876, 
he  was  appointed  Superintendent  of  the  Wisconsin 
Agricultural  Department  at  the  Centennial.  Politi- 
cally, he  gives  his  support  to  Republican  princi- 
ples. He  identified  himself  with  the  Congregational 
Church  about  1884,  was  one  of  the  first  Superin- 
tendents of  the  Congregational  Sunday-school,  and 
was  for  a  time  Church  Treasurer.  He  is  a  member 
of  Beatrice  Lodge  No.  26,  A.  F.  &  A.  M.  He  was 
a  member  of  the  Alpha  Chapter  of  Wisconsin,  of 
the  Phi  Kappa  Psi.  college  fraternity. 
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eAREY  B.  JAMES  is  a  prominent  farmer  and 
stock-raiser  of  Gage  County,  and  owns  a 
farm  which  is  one  of  the  largest  and  best 
cultivated  in  Paddock  Township,  and,  with  its  ample 
and  substantial  buildings,  its  fine  residence  of  stone, 
the  handsomest  in  the  township,  adds  greatly  to  the 
attractiveness  of  the  scenic  features  of  the  surround- 
ing country.  He  is  a  pioneer  of  this  township,  and 
has  taken  a  prominent  part  in  developing  its  agri- 
cultural interests. 

Mr.  James  is  a  native  of  Illinois,  born  in  Marshall 
County,  Aug.  4,  1837,  to  William  and  Jarusha  A. 
(Bird)  James,  natives  of  Tennessee.  In  1834  his 
parents  removed  to  Marshall  County,  111.,  and  thus 
became  identified  with  its  early  settlers,  taking  an 
active  part  in  promoting  its  growth,  and  living  to 
see  its  development  into  a  wealthy  and  populous 
county.  The  father  died  there  in  1877,  having 
rounded  out  a  period  of  seventy-five  years,  wherein 
he  had  well  performed  the  part  of  an  honest  man, 
a  devoted  citizen,  a  kind  husband  and  a  good  father. 
His  worthy  wife,  who  shared  with  him  the  full  re- 
spect of  the  community  where  they  lived  for  so 
many  years,  died  in  1850. 

The  subject  of  our  sketch  was  reared  in  his  native 
county,  and  at  the  age  of  twenty-one  he  started  out 


in-'  the  world  to  make  his  own  waj%  with  no  other 
capital  than  a  sound  mind  in  a  sound  bodj'.  With 
steady  courage  and  persistent  devotion  to  duty,  he 
has  now  acquired  wealth,  and,  what  is  better,  the 
honor  and  respect  of  all  with  whom  he  associates. 
From  his  native  place  he  went  to  Woodford  County, 
111.,  and  remained  a  resident  of  that  county  for 
many  j'ears.  He  was  married  in  Marshall,  Dec.  10, 
1861,  to  Miss  Susan  Wienteer,  a  daughter  of  John 
and  Fanny  Wienteer,  who  still  live  in  Woodford 
County.  She  was  a  woman  whose  many  amiable 
qualities  won  for  her  the  esteem  of  all.  She  led  a 
true  and  consistent  Christian  life,  and  was  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Baptist  Church.  Her  death,  which  took 
place  Feb.  8,  1880,  was  a  sad  loss  to  the  home  cir- 
cle and  to  societj'.  To  her  and  her  husband  had 
been  born  three  children — John  C,  Frank  E.  and 
Fanny.  The  latter  died  July  10,  1880,  aged  six 
months.  Mr.  James  was  a  second  time  married, 
Dec.  29,  1880,  Mrs.  Rebecca  McClay,of  Woodford 
County,  111.,  becoming  his  wife.  She  is  a  native  of 
Pennsylvania,  and  a  daughter  of  William  and  Bar- 
bara Fehrraan,  who  were  likewise  natives  of  that 
State.  Her  father  died  in  Cowley  County,  Kan., 
aged  about  eighty,  and  her  mother  died  in  McLean 
County,  111.,  Nov.  9,  1878,  aged  seventy-seven 
years.  Mrs.  James  has  been  previously  twice  mar- 
ried, James  O.  Campbell,  to  whom  she  was  united 
Sept.  8,  1857,  being  her  first  husband.  By  that 
marriage  she  had  two  children,  William  T.,  and 
Mary  S.,  now  Mts.  Leander  C.  Payne.  Mr.  Camp- 
bell died  March  19,  1865,  having  been  shot  on  the 
battle-field  of  Goldsboro,  N.  C.  He  enlisted  Aug. 
10,  1862,  in  Company  E,  125th  Illinois  Infantry, 
serving  faithfully  until  his  death.  He  was  a  valued 
member  of  the  Christian  Church.  Mrs.  James  was 
married  to  Wills  E.  McClay,  Feb.  1,  1866.  He  died 
March  9,  1873.  He  was  a  devoted  member  of  the 
Presbyterian  Church. 

On  the  13th  of  August,  1862,  Mr.  James  laid 
aside  his  work  to  go  to  the  assistance  of  his  country 
on  Southern  battle-fields,  and  his  military  record 
shows  that  he  was  a  brave  and  efficient  soldier. 
He  was  a  member  of  Company  H,  77th  Illinois  In- 
fantry, and  with  his  regiment  took  part  in  many 
battles,  among  which  may  be  mentioned  Chickasaw 
Bayou,    Arkansas  Post,  Magnolia  Hills  and  Vicks- 
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burg.  lie  was  mustered  out  of  serviee  July  10,  1865. 
and  notwithstanding  the  many  dangers  that  he  en- 
countered, he  came  home  unscathed  and  in  good 
health,  except  that  he  was  suffering  somewhat  from 
the  effects  of  a  sunstroke  received  at  Ft.  Gibson, 
Miss.  He  is  now  a  member  of  Coleman  Post  No. 
115.  G.  A.  R.,  of  Wymore. 

In  February,  1881.  Mr.  James  removed  to  Ne- 
braska with  his  family  and  located  on  his  present 
farm  of  480  acres,  on  sections  1,  2,  11  and  12. 
There  was  then  only  a  house  and  barn  on  the  place, 
but  he  h.as  since  erected  a  fine  stone  house,  and  has 
otherwise  greatly  improved  the  vahie  of  his  farm, 
so  that  it  is  one  of  the  best  improved  farms  in  this 
township.  He  also  owns  160  acres  of  land  on  sec- 
tions 10  and  11,  all  the  propertj'  th.at  he  has  thus 
far  acquired  being  the  result  of  his  untiring  indus- 
try and  good  business  ability.  Mr.  James  has  been 
particularly  successful  in  raising  cattle,  the  Short- 
horns being  his  favorite  breed,  and  he  usually  feeds 
about  100  head  a  3'ear. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  James  occupy  a  high  social  posi- 
tion in  this  community,  and  their  geniality,  kind- 
ness and  genuine  hospitality  make  their  pleasant 
home  verj'  attractive  to  the  friends  who  have 
gathered  around  them  since  their  residence  here. 
They  are  active  in  every  good  work  for  promoting 
the  material  and  moral  interests  of  Paddock  Town- 
ship, and  they  contribute  liberally  to  the  support 
of  the  Baptist  Church,  of  which  they  are  members. 
In  his  views  of  the  political  questions  of  the  day 
Mr.  James  finds  himself  in  harmony  with  the  Re- 
publican partj\ 

OLIVER  NEWCOMER  is  a  farmer  residing 
on  section  23,  Glenwood  Township,  and  is  a 
son  of  Joel  and  Sarah  (Adams)  Newcomer, 
who  are  natives  of  Washington  County,  Md.  They 
moved  to  Ogle  County,  111.,  in  which  place  the 
mother  died  in  the  spring  of  1857.  and  the  father 
died  about  the  j-ear  1872.  They  had  a  family  of 
five  children,  of  whom  four  are  living;  their  names 
are:  Ann  M.,  John  Q.,  Oliver,  Eraurilla  and  Cathe- 
rine. Ann  M.  was  the  wife  of  Milton  McConley, 
and  died  in  Ogle  County,  111.;  John  Q.  died 
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when  he  was  quite  young;  ICtnurilla  is  the  wife  of 
Joseph  C.  Moats,  of  Ogle  Couiily,  111.:  Calliorlne  is 
a  resident  of  Ogle  County. 

Our  subject  was  born  on  the  20th  of  February. 
1839,  in  Washington  County,  Md.,  where  he  spent 
the  first  sixteen  years  of  his  life  on  a  f.arm.  At 
that  age  he  went  with  his  parents  to  Illinois  and 
settled  in  Lincoln  Township,  Ogle  County.  He 
received  his  education  from  the  common  schools, 
and  when  he  became  old  enough  to  devote  himself 
to  an  occupation  he  chose  that  of  agriculture.  He 
remained  in  Ogle  County  until  the  spring  of  1884, 
when  he  came  to  this  county  .and  settled  on  section 
23,  on  which  he  owns  160  acres  of  land  all  under 
cultivation.  He  has  made  comfortable  improve- 
ments, having  erected  good  and  convenient  build- 
ings and  surrounded  his  fields  with  rows  of  fencing. 
He  gives  his  attention  to  general  farming  and  stock- 
raising,  and  m.akes  a  specialty  of  raising  horses.  In 
politics  he  is  a  Republican. 


JAMES  F.  COLGROVE  is  one  of  the  sub- 
stantial farmers  who  have  been  most  active 
in  develoi)ing  the  agricultural  resources  of 
Gage  County,  and  his  beautiful  farm,  with 
its  broad,  well-tilled  acres  and  various  v.aluable  im- 
provements, finely  located  in  Paddock  and  Sicily 
Townships,  indicates  that  he  is  a  practical,  wide- 
awake man,  who  has  been  decidedly  successful  in 
his  chosen  calling. 

Mr.  (/olgrove  is  a  son  of  Andrew  and  Almira 
(Baxter)  Colgrove,  natives  of  New  York,  and  he 
was  born  in  Steuben  County,  N.  Y.,  July  31,  1853. 
When  our  subject  w.as  three  years  old  his  parents 
left  their  old  home  in  New  York  to  settle  in  Win- 
chester, Ind.  After  living  there  about  eight  years 
they  removed  to  Rochester.  Ohio,  and  thence  to 
Florida.  Mo.,  in  1859.  They  subsequently  lived  in 
the  State  of  Illinois  for  a  period  of  twelve  3'ears, 
Then  they  came  West  again,  and  located  in  Marys- 
vlUe,  Kan.,  where  the  father  died  on  the  anniver- 
sary of  his  l)irlh,  J:ui.  27.  1881,  when  fifty-seven 
3'ears  old.     lie   was   in  every    w.ay  a  worthy  man. 
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an  intelligent  citizen,  a  trustj'  neighbor,  and  a  tried 
friend.  The  respected  mother  of  our  subject  came 
to  make  her  home  with  him  after  his  father's  death, 
and  is  still  a  beloved  member  of  his  household. 

He  of  whom  we  write  received  a  fair  education 
in  the  various  States  where  his  parents  resided  from 
time  to  time.  He  was  the  third  of  the  nine  children 
born  to  his  parents,  of  whom  six  survive,  two  boys 
and  four  girls.  His  brother  William  lives  in  Marys- 
ville,  Kan. ;  Mary,  the  eldest  sister,  is  now  Mrs. 
Randolph  Robb,  and  lives  in  this  county;  she  was 
previously  married  to  Rola  Hood,  who  died  in  1865. 
Cintha  married  John  Bell,  and  they  both  died  in 
Southern  Kansas;  Emma  is  now  Mrs.  Thompson 
Richards,  and  lives  in  Smith  County,  Kan. ;  Ella  is 
Mrs.  John  With,  of  this  county.  Three  children  died 
in  infancy.  Our  subject  came  to  Gage  County  from 
Marysville  in  1878,  and  bought  IGO  acres  of  Gov- 
ernment land,  finely  located  on  section  3,  Paddock 
Township,  and  on  section  35,  Sicily  Township,  and 
in  1882  he  purchased  the  farm  where  he  now  resides. 
This  comprises  IGO  acres,  eighty  of  which  are  on 
section  3,  Paddock  Township,  and  eighty  on  section 
34,  Sicily  Township.  The  land  is  in  a  good  state 
of  cultivation,  is  well  fenced,  has  ample  and  con- 
veniently arranged  farm  buildings,  a  comfortable 
dwelling,  substantial  barn,  etc.  He  pays  attention 
chiefly  to  raising  cattle  and  hogs,  from  which  he 
makes  good  profits,  and  he  feeds  all  the  grain  that 
he  raises.  Mr.  Colgrove  has  acquired  his  property 
solely  by  his  own  exertions,  and  although  he  is  still  a 
young  man  he  may  be  counted  among  the  solid  men 
of  the  township.  When  he  went  to  Marysville  he  did 
not  have  a  dollar,  but  notwithstanding  the  discour- 
agements of  drouths  and  grasshoppers  in  1875, 
1876  and  1877,  he  kept  steadily  at  work,  and  by 
downright  hard  labor  has  accumulated  a  compe- 
tency. 

Mr.  Colgrove  was  united  in  marriage,  April  16, 
1874,  in  Princeton,  111.,  to  Miss  Mary,  daughter  of 
John  W.  and  Elizabeth  (Clark)  With  (of  whom  see 
sketch  in  another  part  of  this  Album).  The  follow- 
ing is  a  record  of  the  seven  children  born  to  this 
marriage:  John  W.,  born  Sept.  6,  1875;  Milla  M., 
born  Feb.  28,  1877.  died  Nov.  12,  1887;  James  A., 
born  July  31.  1879;  Charles  H.,  Oct.  11,  1881 ;  Ed- 
ward F.,  March  25,  1884;  Elizabeth  A.,  born  March 


27,  1886.  died  Jan.  12,  1887;  Elmer  L..  born  Nov. 
16,  1887. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Colgrove  are  people  of  high  repute 
whose  sincerity  and  uprightness  in  the  daily  walks 
of  life  make  them  deservedly  respected  by  all. 
They  are  among  the  most  active  members  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  and  are  never  behind 
in  any  good  work.  Politicall}',  Mr.  Colgrove  is  a 
true  Republican,  and  never  fails  to  cast  his  vote  in 
the  interests  of  his  party. 

AVID  CHAMBERLIN  is  doing  a  thriving 
business  as  dealer  in  oil  and  gasoline, 
and  may  during  business  hours  be  seen 
dealing  out  these  fluids  from  his  wagon 
on  the  streets  of  Wymore  to  his  many  customers. 
He  also  furnishes  the  dealers  with  what  oil  they 
sell  in  the  city,  thus  making  him  a  wholesale 
dealer  as  well.  He  was  born  in  Macomb,  111.,  on 
the  29th  of  October,  1859,  and  is  a  son  of  Isaac  and 
Mary  (Adair)  Chamberlin,  both  of  whom  were  na- 
tives of  Adams  County,  Pa.,  the  former  born  near 
Gettysburg,  at  the  foot  of  the  Alleghany  Mountains. 
They  were  married  in  Macomb,  in  which  place  our 
subject  was  born,  and  spent  the  first  twelve  years  of 
his  life.  His  father  died  in  1881,  and  his  mother  in 
1880.  When  our  subject  was  twelve  years  old  his 
parents  moved  on  a  farm  about  eight  miles  from 
his  native  town,  where  he  lived  for  about  seven 
years,  and  had  an  experience  in  common  with 
young  farmer  boys  in  tilling  the  soil,  sowing  seed 
and  gathering  the  harvests,  and  caring  for  the 
young  and  docile  domestic  auimals. 

In  1878  Mr.  Chamberlin  left  the  scenes  of  his 
early  youth  for  those  of  the  fertile  and  attractive 
West,  and  made  his  home  in  Blue  Springs,  this 
county,  where  he  farmed  with  his  brother  one  and 
one-half  years,  then  engaging  in  the  restaurant 
business  until  1886,  when  he  took  charge  of  a  board- 
ing train  on  the  Burlington  &  Missouri  River  Rail- 
road, at  the  same  time  having  a  lunch  counter  at 
the  Wymore  depot  one  j'ear  of  his  residence  in  Blue 
Springs.  In  1886  he  removed  to  Wymore,  where 
he  continued  in  his  former  business  until  November 
of  1887,  when  he  engaged  in  handling  oil  and  gaso- 
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line,  having  now  built  np  quite  a  large  and  lucra- 
tive trade,  and  conducting  ail  his  business  in  a 
perfectly  honorable  and  straightforward  way.  He 
is  but  a  3'oung  man,  and  the  confidence  with  which 
he  has  inspired  his  customers,  and  the  esteem  in 
which  he  is  held  b3'  them,  give  promise  of  a  contin- 
uation of  his  success,  and  the  building-  up  of  a 
reputation  very  gratifying  to  a  young  business  man. 
He  procures  his  goods  in  large  quantities  from  Lin- 
coln, selling  at  a  fair  price  and  on  liberal  terras. 

On  the  23d  of  June,  1887,  our  subject  was  united 
in  marriage  to  Miss  Alice  L.  Bacon,  a  daughter  of 
William  and  Diana  (Fairchild)  B.acon,  of  Wymore, 
the  former  a  native  of  Connecticut,  and  the  latter 
of  Ohio.  Mrs.  Chamberlin  was  born  on  the  29th 
of  March,  18G0.  in  McLean  County,  111.,  and  re- 
mained with  her  parents  until  the  time  of  her  mar- 
riage. She  received  a  good  elementary  education 
from  the  schools  of  her  native  town,  and  possesses 
the  accomplishments  and  virtues  of  a  true  womanly 
heart  and  disposition,  which  fit  her  to  make  her 
home  a  most  attractive  one.  Our  subject  afBliates 
with  the  Republican  p.arty  in  politics,  and  is  a  mem- 
ber in  good  standing  of  the  A.  F.  &  A.  M. 

«  I^/ILLIAM  S.  WIKOFF.  Among  the  repre- 
\^l/'  sentative  men  engaged  in  the  stock  interests 
VtW  of  the  city  of  Wymore  might  be  mentioned 
the  gentleman  whose  name  appears  at  the  head  of 
this  sketch,  who  was  one  of  the  early  settlers  on  the 
Otoe  Reservation  and  citizens  of  Wymore.  The 
father  of  our  subject,  W.  W.  Wikoff,  was  born  in 
New  Jersey,  in  1808.  He  was  given  a  common- 
school  education,  after  which  he  went  to  farming. 
While  yet  quite  a  young  man  he  bought  a  farm  in 
Warren  County,  Ohio,  and  remained  successfully 
operating  the  same  until  1838-39,  when  he  removed 
to  Sangamon  Count3%  III.,  and  bought  a  farm  near 
Island  Grove.  This  he  improved  and  built  upon 
and  made  his  home  until  1866.  He  then  went  to 
New  Berlin  and  purchased  a  small  place,  and  lived 
a  quiet,  retired  life  until  Febru.ary,  1880,  when  he 
died. 

The  father  of  our  subject  became  the  husband  of 
Sarah  C.  Sinard,  in  Ohio.     This  union  was  cemented 
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by  the  birth  of  eleven  cliildren,  of  whom  seven  lived 
to  maturity,  four  of  this  number  being  sons.  His 
wife  wtis  born  in  the  same  State  in  the  year  1810. 
She  w.asthe  daughter  of  William  Sinard.  .and  resided' 
at  home  until  her  marriage.  Throughout  her  life 
she  manifested  such  traits  of  character  and  disposi- 
tion as  have  made  her  a  place  in  the  hearts  of  her 
family  and  friends  that  can  never  be  otherwise  filled. 
They  were  devout  members  of  the  Clu'istian  Cliurch, 
and  most  deeply  interested  in  its  obligations.  Mr. 
Wikoff,  Sr.,  filled  the  office  of  Road  Commissioner, 
and  was  for  many  years  School  Trustee.  His  polit- 
ical sympathies  were  with  the  Democratic  party, 
and  he  was  continuously  loyal  to  the  same.  Our 
subject  was  born  in  Warren  County,  Ohio,  Feb.  13, 
1832,  was  educated  in  the  usual  institution,  and 
from  that  went  onto  the  farm,  continuing  to  operate 
the  same  until  he  attained  his  majority.  After  this 
he  farmed  for  two  ye.ars  upon  his  own  account,  and 
tlien  went  into  business  at  New  Berlin  with  a  full 
stock  of  merchandise,  clothing  and  groceries.  Then 
followed  eight  years  of  increasing  prosperity  and 
good  success.  In  1862  our  subject  sold  his  business 
and  took  a  trip  west  through  quite  a  number  of 
States.  He  crossed  the  plains  with  a  team  from  Illi- 
nois to  Council  Bluflfs,  Omaha,  Ft.  Laramie,  crossed 
the  Snake  River  above  Ft.  Hall,  via  Ft.  Badger, 
prospecting  throughout  the  mountains  for  gold, 
struck  a  mountain  corral,  and  had  to  turn  back, 
finally  struck  upon  an  old  trail  and  followed  it  to 
Deer  Lodge  Valley,  then  going  through  to  San 
Fr.ancisco.  via  Portland,  Ore.  Leaving  San  Fran- 
cisco our  subject  proceeded  to  New  York  via  the 
Isthmus  of  Panama,  after  an  absence  of  a  little  over 
twelve  months,  in  which  time  he  had  received  only 
two  letters  from  home. 

The  three  years  following  the  return  of  our  sub- 
ject from  San  Francisco  were  spent  upon  a  farm 
which  hepurch.ased  near  New  Berlin.  At  the  close 
of  that  period  he  sold  his  propert}'  in  order  to  go 
to  Southern  Kansas,  and  there  bought  160  acres  of 
excellent  farming  land,  situated  about  four  miles 
west  of  Humboldt.  This  was  in  the  j-ear  1867,  and 
he  continued  for  three  years  occupied  in  the  vari- 
ous improvements  of  his  farm,  but  was  sick  the 
greater  part  of  the  time,  and  therefore  sold  out  and 
went   to  Hamburg,    Fremont   Co.,  Iowa,   and    for 
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eight  years  was  engaged  in  shipping  stock,  and  be- 
came the  heaviest  shipper  at  that  point.  In  1878, 
at  the  close  of  that  period,  Mr.  Wikofif  removed 
to  his  present  home  upon  the  Otoe  Reservation,  his 
properly  being  situated  on  section  36  of  Sicily 
Township.  This  includes  160  acres  of  splendid 
bottom  land,  upon  which  he  has  made  many  exten- 
sive improvements,  including  a  house  of  consider- 
able pretensions  to  beauty  of  adornment  and 
comfort  of  arrangement,  the  usual  farm  buildings 
and  stock  houses  in  the  same  proportion,  and  forest 
and  fruit  trees  of  many  varieties.  He  is  still  engaged 
in  shipping  stock,  and  rents  the  farm  to  one  of  his 
sons;  another  of  his  sons  has  been  handling  stock 
with  his  father  for  about  five  years,  and  they  are 
the  principal  buyers  of  Wymore,  the  larger  portion 
of  their  stock  going  to  Kansas  City. 

Upon  the  18th  of  September,  1853,  our  subject 
was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Mary  E.  Allen,  of 
Berlin,  111.  There  have  been  eleven  children  born 
to  them,  and  of  these  nine  are  still  living,  whose 
names  are  here  appended:  Laura  F.,  Wesley  W., 
James  A.,  William  W.,  Lee  Cars,  Horace  D.,  Mary 
C,  Minnie  and  Ella  Belle.  Mrs.  Wikoff  was  born 
near  Jacksonville,  111.,  Sept.  14,  1835.  >  She  is 
the  daughter  of  James  Allen,  a  farmer  of  Sangamon 
County,  111.,  and  quite  prominent  among  his  fellow- 
citizens.  He  was  the  husband  of  Rosaline  Coring- 
ton,  and  became  the  parent  of  three  children.  Mr. 
Allen  died  in  1864,  his  wife  surviving  until  the 
19th  of  May,  1888.  Of  the  children  of  our  subject 
the  eldest  daughter  became  the  wife  of  Drew  Ryan, 
a  farmer  of  Comanche  County,  Kan.,  and  has  seven 
children;  Wesley  married  Mary  E.  Mewhirter,  of 
Cass  County,  Iowa,  where  he  operates  a  good  farm ; 
James  A.  and  Lee  C.  are  unmarried  and  live  at 
home;  William  is  on  a  homestead  in  Hitchcock 
County;  Horace  married  Alice  Fink,  and  lives  at 
Beatrice,  Kan. ;  the  remaining  children  are  still  at 
home.  Our  subject  and  wife  are  both  members  of 
the  Christian  Church,  and  among  the  most  devout 
and  consistent  in  that  communion.  He  is  a  man 
who  has  brought  his  religion  into  continued  prac- 
tice, and  has  learned  that  it  is  well  before  engaging 
in  any  great  undertaking  to  seek  for  guidance,  and 
his  trust  being  in  God,  he  has  advanced,  fearing  no 
danger,  and  this  doubtless  is  largely  the  cause  of  his 
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progress  in  life.  In  the  fraternity  of  the  A.  F.  & 
A.  M.  our  subject  is  an  honored  and  trusted  frater 
and  member.  He  has  been  School  Director  for  two 
terms,  and  at  present  occupies  the  office  of  Super- 
visor, and  in  these  and  every  other  relation  has  so 
carried  himself  as  to  receive  the  highest  esteem  and 
confidence  of  his  fellow-citizens,  in  which  also 
every  member  of  his  family  shares. 


■ILLIAM  R.  JONES  has  been  a  resident 
of  this  countj"^  since  the  year  1857,  and 
consequently  deserves  the  honor  due  to  an 
early  pioneer,  and  to  an  ever  loyal  and  enterprising 
citizen.  He  was  born  in  Lawrence  County,  Ohio, 
on  the  9th  of  September,  1846,  and  is  a  son  of 
Samuel  and  Rebecca  (Pethoud)  Jones,  natives  of 
Grayson  County,  Va.,  and  Ohio,  respectively. 
They  were  married  in  the  last-named  State,  and  at 
different  times  made  their  homes  in  Lawrence,  Gal- 
lia and  Scioto  Counties  until  1855,  when  they  came 
West,  and  estal)lished  a  new  home  in  Platte  County, 
Mo.  After  six  months'  residence  in  that  State  they 
moved  to  Jefferson  County,  Kan.,  whence  in  1857 
they  came  to  Nebraska,  and  settled  on  Indian 
Creek,  four  miles  north  of  Beatrice,  on  section  10, 
Midland  Township,  though  at  that  time  the  flour- 
ishing little  city  was  barely  in  existence,  the  or- 
ganization of  Gage  County  with  Beatrice  for  its 
county  seat  occurring  that  same  j'ear. 

The  lather  of  our  subject,  three  years  after  his 
arrival  in  this  place,  went  up  the  Little  Blue  River 
and  kept  a  ranch  on  the  overland  stage  route,  in 
Nuckolls  County.  He  remained  there  nearly  one 
year,  and  then  returned  to  his  farm  in  this  fount}', 
after  which,  in  1868,  he  went  to  Lincoln  and  kept  a 
livery  stable  for  a  short  time,  but  again  returned 
to  his  farm.  He  died  in  1872,  and  his  bereaved 
wife  now  makes  her  home  in  Beatrice.  Our  sub- 
ject is  the  eldest  of  a  large  family  of  children,  and 
had  reached  the  age  of  eleven  years  when  his  par- 
ents came  to  this  county ;  having  since  made  his 
home  here,  he  has  witnessed  the  vast  changes  which 
have  taken  place  in  the  last  quarter  of  a  century. 
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On  the  loth  of  September,  18GG,  Miss  Hester  A. 
Henton  beeame  tlie  faithful  companion  and  help- 
mate of  our  subject,  and  has  shared  with  liim  the 
trials  and  felicities  of  life  for  many  years.  She  is 
a  daughter  of  James  M.  and  Susan  Ilenton.  who 
are  now  residing  in  Oketo,  Kan.,  and  was  born  on 
the  23d  of  November,  1846,  near  Des  Moines,  Iowa, 
in  wiiich  place  her  parents  were  among  the  early 
pioneers.  Later  slie  resided  in  Illinois,  then  re- 
turned to  Iowa,  and  still  later  as  the  wife  of  our 
subject  she  came  to  Nebraska.  She  has  been  the 
mother  of  nine  children,  of  whom  Albert,  Rena  and 
an  infant  are  deceased,  and  Minnie  L.,  Susie,  Ru- 
hania.  Hettie,  Rebecca  and  Willie  are  living. 

After  his  marriage  our  subject  resided  for  awhile 
on  Indian  Creek,  then  accompanied  his  father  to 
Lincoln  to  engage  in  the  livery  business,  after  which 
he  returned  to  tiiis  county  and  took  a  homestead 
on  section  11,  Midland  Township,  on  which  he  re- 
sided until  1877.  In  that  year  he  came  to  his 
present  farm  on  section  24.  where  he  owns  220 
acres  of  fine  land,  all  under  cultivation  and  devoted 
to  the  purposes  of  general  farming  and  stock-rais- 
ing. He  is  a  breeder  of  high-grade  Short-horn 
cattle,  and  also  gives  some  attention  to  Jersey  stock. 
He  gives  special  attention  to  the  breeding  of  road 
horses,  and  is  the  owner  of  the  celebrated  stallion 
"  Bret  Harte,"  which  is  one  of  the  finest  road 
horses  in  the  State,  and  is  resistered  in  the  Second 
Volume  of  Wallace's  Trotting  Register.  For  three 
years  our  subject  has  kept  a  dairy  on  his  farm,  and 
disposes  of  the  milk  in  Beatrice. 

The  farm  belonging  to  our  subject  is  crossed  by 
Bear  Creek,  on  whose  banks  are  beautiful  groves  of 
native  timber,  which  augment  both  the  value  and 
appearance  of  the  place,  while  from  the  stream  an 
abundant  supply  of  water  is  secured  for  the  stock, 
as  it  has  its  natural  course  near  the  stock  barns. 
The  house,  of  which  a  view  is  given  in  this  connec- 
tion, is  a  neat  looking  and  commodious  building,  and 
under  its  roof  is  gathered  a  happy  family,  presided 
over  by  a  loving  and  devoted  mother,  and  in  every 
respect  an  estimable  lady. 

After  the  Indian  massacre  occurred  on  the  Little 
Blue  River,  Mr/ Jones  was  among  the  first  to  wit- 
ness the  horrors  of  that  awful  scene,  and  help  to  bury 
the  unfortunate  dead.     As  an  old  resident  of    this 


county  he  is  acquainted  with  its  history  and  the 
|)rogress  of  its  development,  and  i)erhaps  no  one 
has  taken  a  greater  satisfaction  in  witnessing  the 
changes  that  have  come  about  from  year  to  year 
than  has  he.  He  is  interested  in  all  matters  per- 
taining to  church,  school  and  State,  and  his  voice 
may  be  heard  among  those  of  active  men  in  approv- 
ing of  all  measures  by  which  the  good  of  the  com- 
munity can  be  secured.  Politically,  he  alliliatcs 
with  the  Democratic  party.  'Socially,  he  is  con- 
nected with  the  I.  O.  O.  F.,  Lodge  No.  19,  Bea- 
trice Encanii)nu>nt  No.  IC,  and  Canton  No.  5. 


SHERMAN  v.  LESTER.  Few  citizens  of 
Beatrice  are  better  known  than  the  gentle- 
man whose  history  forms  the  basis  of  the 
article  here  offered.  He  is  a  native  of  Con- 
necticut, and  was  born  at  Deep  River,  in  Middlesex 
County,  on  the  28th  of  February,  1 844.  His  p.arents. 
Elijah  T.  and  Lucy  ( Wolcott-Pratt)  Lester,  removed 
to  DeKalb  County,  111.,  when  our  subject  wasabout 
eleven  years  of  age.  His  father  was  by  trade  a 
|)lasterer,  stonemason  and  bricklaj-er;  he  located 
in  the  town  of  S.andwich,  where,  in  September,  1871, 
he  was  killed  by  the  cars.  The  wi<lowed  mother 
and  her  two  children  continued  their  residence 
in  the  same  place  for  some  time,  and  Mrs.  Lester 
still  resides  there.  Hei-  son  James  H.  is  a  resident 
of  Brown  County,  Dak.,  where  he  is  a  successful 
farmer.  Grandfather  James  Lester,  now  in  his 
ninety-eighth  year,  is  of  Irish  descent,  and  was 
born  in  Hamburg.  Conn.,  where  at  present  he  makes 
his  home. 

The  subject  of  our  sketch  w.as  reared  in  Sand- 
wich, III.,  and  educated  in  the  public  schools.  At 
the  age  of  eighteen  he  entered  the  Union  Army, 
enlisting  in  August,  18C2,  in  Company  A,  127th 
Illinois  Infantry.  The  regiment  was  sent  South, 
and  attached  to  the  15th  Army  Corps,  with  Gen. 
Sherman  in  command.  It  took  part  in  seven- 
teen of  what  might  be  called  the  decisive  battles  of 
the  war,  chiefly  those  that  led  up  to  the  capture  of 
Vicksburg.     Among  the  more   worthy  of    mention 
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are :  Arkansas  Post,  Chickasaw  Ba3'ou,  near  Larkins- 
ville,  Ala.,  and  many  others.  Me  received  upon 
the  16th  of  June,  1865,  an  honorable  discharge, 
after  a  service  of  three  years  lacking  two  months. 
Upon  returning  to  Sandwich  our  subject  engaged  in 
business  at  transferring,  which  he  continued  to  follow 
for  several  years. 

In  1872  Mr.  Lester  removed  to  Beatrice,  and 
the  following  year  began  business  in  a  small  way 
as  a  liveryman.  This  he  has  continuously  ex- 
tended, and  has  supplemented  at  times  by  the  pur- 
chase and  shipment  of  stock;  necessarily,  and  as 
a  legitimate  part  of  his  business,  he  has  handled  a 
large  number  of  horses,  and  has  made  considerable 
profit  thereby.  The  points  to  which  his  consign- 
ments are  mostly  made  would  be  included  in  the 
following  States:  Illinois,  Kansas  and  Colorado,  and 
Dakota  Territory. 

In  1883  the  business  of  our  subject  had  so  in- 
creased as  to  necessitate  larger  and  better  quarters; 
he  accordingly  built  a  fine  brick  stable,  which  is 
50x100  feet,  and  27  feet  in  height.  It  has  been 
designed  with  special  reference  to  its  adaptability 
for  its  purpose,  and  is  one  of  the  best  in  the  county. 
Upon  an  average  he  uses  in  his  business  twenty 
horses  and  buggies  daily.  In  addition  to  the  above 
well-estal)lished  business  our  subject  owns  320 
acres  of  excellent  farming  land,  about  four  and  a 
half  miles  north  of  Beatrice,  the  greater  part  of 
which  he  keeps  in  pasture  for  his  horses  and  stock, 
having  fifty  head  of  the  former,  and  twenty-five  to 
thirty  head  of  cattle.  Upon  this  propert}^  he  has  a 
very  excellent,  commodious  barn,  40x100  feet, 
ground  measurement. 

Mr.  Lester  was  married,  on  the  16th  of  June, 
1868,  to  Miss  Agnes  Blodgett,  of  LaSalle  County, 
111.,  and  the  daughter  of  John  C.  and  Nancy 
(Gillett)  Blodgett.  This  lady  was  born  at  Gallip- 
olis,  Ohio,  in  January,  1846,  and  until  her  mar- 
riage resided  with  her  parents  and  received  her 
education  at  the  public  schools.  At  the  time  of 
her  marriage  she  was  a  teacher.  There  have  been 
born  to  this  union  three  children,  to  whom  have 
been  given  the  names  here  subjoined :  Marion. 
Violet  L.  and  John  E. 

For  two  years  Mr.  Lester  has  had  a  seat  in  the 
City  Council,  and  in    that  time  made  the  most  of 
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every  opportunity  afforded  him  to  serve  his  con- 
stituents. He  is  a  stanch  Republican,  and  is  gen- 
erally recognized  as  a  tried  and  true  friend  of  his 
party.  A  view  of  Mr.  Lester's  property  is  pre- 
sented on  an  adjoining  page. 

GEORGE  TIIUMANN.  This  energetic  and 
enterprising  member  of  the  farming  com- 
munity of  Clatonia  Township,  owns  and  oc- 
cupies a  desirable  estate  on  section  9,  to  which  he 
has  given  his  time  and  attention  since  the  spring 
of  1882.  He  is  one  of  the  most  worthy  representa- 
tives of  his  reliable  German  nationality,  and  was 
born  in  what  was  then  the  Kingdom  of  Hanover, 
Jan.  6,  1844.  His  parents,  Henry  and  Henrietta 
Thumann,  were  natives  of  the  same  Province  as 
their  son,  and  are  now  both  deceased. 

Our  subject  received  a  good  education  in  his  na- 
tive tongue,  and  remained  with  his  parents  until 
reaching  his  majority.  Then,  desirous  of  better 
opportunities  than  the  Fatherland  afforded,  he 
crossed  the  Atlantic,  taking  passage  at  Bremen  on 
a  sailing-vessel,  and  landing  in  New  York  City  after 
a  voyage  of  forty-two  days.  He  was  there  em- 
ployed in  a  brewery  nearly  one  year,  then  mi- 
grated westward  to  Chicago,  III.,  where  he  was 
engaged  as  a  l)utcher  two  and  one-half  j'ears.  At 
the  expiration  of  that  time,  longing  for  a  sight  of 
the  old  faces,  he  recrossed  the  Atlantic,  and  shortly 
afterward  was  married  to  one  of  the  playmates  of 
his  childhood.  Miss  Anne  Bear,  the  wedding  tak- 
ing place  in  March,  1869. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Thumann  immediately  after  their 
marriage  boarded  a  steamer  bound  for  America, 
and  our  subject  now  with  his  young  wife  took  up 
his  abode  in  Tazewell  County,  111.,  where  he  rented 
a  tract  of  land  and  began  raising  vegetables  for  the 
market  at  Mackinaw.  He  was  thus  occupied  success- 
fully a  number  of  years,  but  in  the  spring  of  1882 
decided  upon  a  change  of  location,  and  accordingly 
crossing  the  Mississippi  came  to  this  county,  and 
located  on  the  land  which  he  now  occupies  in  Cla- 
tonia Township.  He  here  has  160  acres,  and  con- 
sidering the  fact  that  he  landed  in  America  the 
first  time  with  |6  in  his  pocket,  which   constituted 
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his  only  capital  when  beginning:  life  for  himself  in 
the  Now  AVoild.  his  jM-esent  condition  is  indicative 
of  something  more  than  ordinary  perseverance  and 
industr}-.  In  the  building  up  of  his  homestead  he 
has  reared  one  of  the  best  monuments  to  his  enter- 
prise and  perseverance  which  could  be  erected.  He 
is  a  man  who  attends  strictly  to  his  own  concerns. 
and  stands  high  in  the  opinion  of  his  neighbors. 
Politicall}-,  he  votes  the  Democratic  ticket.  He  has 
served  as  School  Treasurer  of  his  district  three 
3'ears,  is  public-spirited  and  liberal,  believes  in  edu- 
cating the  j^oung,  and  is  in  favor  of  everything 
tending  toward  the  moral  and  intellectual  progress 
of  the  people.  He  was  reared  a  Lutheran,  and  loj'- 
allj'  adheres  to  the  faith  of  his  childhood. 

To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Thuraann  tliere  have  been  born 
six  children,  all  living,  namely:  Henry,  George, 
Matilda,  Peter,  Mary  and  Minnie.  The  eldest  is 
eighteen  jears  of  age.  the  3'oungest  three,  and  thej' 
are  all  at  home  with  their  parents,  forming  a  family 
group  of  which  the  latter  maj*  well  be  proud. 


J'^  OHN  WILLIAM  CALLAN.  In  the  world's 
great  hive  of  industry  some  are  leaders  and 
some  are  followers.  Some  are  only  fitted 
for  followers,  while  some  will  be  found  in 
the  front  ranks,  despite  the  drawbacks  which  may 
assail  them.  To  the  latter  element  is  the  world 
indebted  for  its  progress,  for  no  man  can  labor  and 
contrive  successfully  without  his  operations  having 
a  material  bearing  upon  the  condition  of  those 
around  him.  His  very  example  proves  an  impetus 
to  many  who  would  otherwise  be  slothful,  while  the 
products  of  his  hand  and  brain  are  often  wide- 
reaching  in  their  material  effects  upon  the  people 
whom  he  maj'^  never  see  or  know. 

These  thoughts  were  involuntarily  produced  in 
reviewing  the  career  of  the  subject  of  this  history, 
who  is  one  of  the  go-ahead  men  of  G.age  County, 
one  of  those  not  to  be  kept  under  .^s  long  as  there 
is  a  top  to  gain.  It  is  found  that  on  his  father's 
side  he  is  of  Irish  ancestry,  although  John  Callan 
was  born  in  Maryland,  where  he  was  reared  and 
married  a  lady  whose  birthplace  was  probably  not 
far  from  th.at  of  her  husband.     .She  was  in  her  girl- 


hood Miss  Harriet  E.  Hoffman,  and  .ifter  uniting 
their  lives  and  fortunes  they  settled  in  their  native 
State,  where  the  death  of  tiie  fatlier  occurred  while 
he  was  }"et  a  young  man. 

After  the  death  of  her  first  htisliaiid  the  nxjther 
of  our  suliject  contracted  a  second  marri.age,  with 
Mr.  Samuel  Stanton,  and  is  now  living  in  Lee 
County,  111.  Of  her  first  marriage  there  were  born 
five  children,  of  whom  John  William  was  llie 
eldest.  Of  the  others  two  are  living,  one  in  Odeil, 
this  county,  and  one  in  Chicago.  Our  subject  w.as 
born  in  Alleghany  County,  Md.,  M.ay  22,  1852, 
and  came  to  the  AVest  with  his  mother  and  step- 
father when  he  was  about  sixteen  years  old.  He 
received  the  education  commonly  .acquired  b3'  the 
farmer  boy  in  the  district  school,  and  at  an  early 
age  became  familiar  with  the  various  pursuits  of 
rur.al  life.  He  lived  in  Lee  County,  111.,  until  187.3, 
then  migrating  to  P.age  County,  Iowa,  purchased  a 
farm,  and  carried  on  agriculture  there  until  the  fall 
of  1882,  when  he  came  with  his  family  to  this 
county,  and  settled  on  section  32,  in  Glenwood 
Township,  where  he  still  lives.  Here  he  has  120 
acres  of  fertile  land,  which  yields  bounteously  the 
rich  crops  of  Southern  Nebraska,  and  is  rapidly  in- 
stituting those  improvements  essential  to  the  con- 
venience and  comfort  of  the  modern  and  progressive 
farmer.  His  buildings  are  substantial,  the  fences, 
live  stock  and  machinery  in  good  condition.  Among 
the  embellishments  of  the  place  is  a  fine  array  of 
shade  and  fruit  trees,  planted  by  the  hand  of  the 
present  proprietor,  and  adding  not  only  to  the 
beauty  but  the  value  of  his  property. 

Mr.  Callan  was  married,  in  Page  County,  Iowa, 
Sept.  13,  1877,  to  Miss  Eveline,  daughter  of  John 
T.  and  Elizabeth  (St.  Clair)  Calhoun,  who  were  na- 
tives of  Pennsylvania,  but  are  now  residents  of 
Jewell  County,  Kan.  Mrs.  Callan  was  born  in 
Cedar  County,  Iowa,  Jan.  15,  1854,  and  lived  there 
until  she  was  three  years  old,  when  she  was  taken 
by  her  parents  to  Page  County,  Iowa.  She  was 
reared  under  the  home  roof,  receiving  a  fair  edu- 
cation, and  continued  at  home  until  her  marriage. 
Of  her  union  with  our  subject  there  have  been  born 
four  children — Floyd  W.,  Addie  M.,  Lizzie  B.  and 
Lois  E.  The  eldest  is  ten  j'ears  of  age  and  the 
youngest  five.     They  form  a  bright  and  interesting     , 


HH-^ 


►^11-^ 


496 


-►^l    <• 


GAGE  COUNTY. 


family,  in  whom  the  i:)ai-ents  entertain  a  pardonable 
pride. 

Mr.  Callan  upon  becoming  a  voter  cast  his  first 
Presidential  ballot  for  Seymour  in  1867.  Since 
that  time  he  has  been  a  uniform  supporter  of  Dem- 
ocratic principles.  He  has  held  various  local  ofHces, 
among  them  that  of  Road  Overseer,  and  School 
Director  in  Glenwood  Township.  Mrs.  Callan  is  a 
member  of  the  Presbyterian  Cliurch. 


^Tf,  UGUST  WOLF,  a  citizen  of  Paddock  Town- 
v©yLllj    ship,  post-office  address  Wymore,  well  rep- 
||mI    resents  the  class  of  enterprising  and  capa- 
@^  ble   young  men  \vho  within  the  past  few 

years  have  come  to  the  front  to  aid  the  older  far- 
mers in  developing  the  wonderful  agricultural  re- 
sources of  Nebraska.  Mr.  Wolf  is  a  general  farmer, 
raising  both  grain  and  stock,  and  he  has  already 
made  a  success  of  his  agricultural  ventures,  as  is 
shown  by  the  fine  condition  of  the  farm  that  he 
owns  on  section  4,  with  its  comfortable  dwelling 
and  many  other  good  improvements. 

Our  subject  was  born  in  Cincinnati,  Ohio,  Jan. 
18,  1857,  a  son  of  Adolph  and  WiUielmiua  (Beer- 
henke)  Wolf.  When  August  was  three  years  old 
his  parents  took  him  to  Freeport,  111.,  and  there  he 
was  reared  to  manhood,  receiving  meanwhile  an 
excellent  education  in  the  public  schools.  He  ac- 
companied his  parents  to  Nebraska  in  1879,  and 
has  since  been  a  resident  here.  He  is  an  energetic 
and  spirited  young  man,  and  desirous  of  becoming 
the  owner  of  a  farm  on  this  rich  and  productive 
soil,  he  set  to  work  with  a  will  to  earn  the  necessary 
money  with  which  to  buy  it.  In  a  few  years  he 
had  labored  to  such  purpose  that  he  was  enabled  to 
purchase  the  eighty  acres  on  section  4,  Paddock 
Township,  comprising  his  present  well-cultivated 
farm.  He  immediately  commenced  its  cultivation, 
and  he  has  since  erected  a  good  and  comfortable 
dwelling,  and  made  many  other  substantial  im- 
provements, thus  greatly  increasing  its  original 
value. 

Our  subject  has  not  been  unaided  in  his  arduous 
toils,  for  early  in  1883  he  returned  to  his  old  home 
in  Illinois  to  claim  as  his  bride  Miss   Wilhelmiua 


Kracht,  to  whom  he  was  united  in  marriage  on  the 
8th  of  March,  and  to  her  he  is  greatly  indebted  for 
cheerful  counsel  and  ever  ready  assistance  in  build- 
ing up  their  cozy  home ;  she  was  born  in  German j'. 
Her  parents,  Frederic  and  Fredricka  Kracht,  still 
reside  in  Freeport,  111.,  where  they  are  attendants 
of  the  Evangelical  branch  of  the  Lutheran  Church, 
of  which  they  are  devoted  members.  Two  weeks 
after  his  marriage  Mr.  Wolf  returned  with  his^'oung 
wife  to  this  place,  and  that  year  he  bought  and  lo- 
cated on  his  farm.  In  their  pleasant  home  three 
sons  have  been  born  to  them,;  who  complete  the 
household  circle,  of  whom  the  following  is  the  rec- 
ord:  Albert  E.  was  born  Jan.  22, 1884;  Frederic  A. 
June  24,  1885,  and  Edward  A.,  Nov.  15,  1886. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Wolf  are  members  in  good  stand- 
ing of  the  German  Reformed  Church,  and  thej^  are 
highly  esteemed  in  this  community  as  kind  and 
trusty  neighbors,  friends  to  be  relied  upon  in  an 
emergency.  ]\Ir.  Wolf,  while  doing  all  that  he  can 
to  promote  the  best  interests  of  this  township,  does 
not  aspire  to  office;  politically,  he  strongly  favors 
the  policy  of  the  Republican  party. 


•► 


^s^  AMUEL  RINAKER,  junior  member  of  the 
^^^  law  firm  of  Griggs  &  Rinaker,  at  Beatrice, 
|ft/\UJ  was  born  in  the  city  of  Carlinville,  111., 
Sept.  14,  1860,  and  is  therefore  still  a 
young  man.  His  father.  Gen.  John  I.  Rinaker, 
Chairman  of  the  Illinois  Railroad  and  Warehouse 
Commission,  is  a  prominent  attorney  of  Macoupin 
County,  111.,  and  was  born  in  the  city  of  Baltimore, 
Md.  He  emigrated  to  Illinois  early  in  life  and 
married  Miss  Clarissa  Keplinger,  who  was  born  in 
Morgan  Count}',  111.  The  parents  are  still  living. 
Samuel  was  the  second  of  their  family  of  four  sons, 
all  of  whom  are  still  living. 

Our  subject  pursued  his  early  studies  in  the  pub- 
lic schools  of  his  native  city,  and  upon  approaching 
manhood  became  a  student  of  Blackburn  Univer- 
sity at  Carlinville,  from  which  he  was  graduated  in 
the  class  of  '80,  receiving  the  title  of  B.  A.  He 
entered  upon  the  study  of  law  under  the  instruction 
of  his  father  and  an  elder  brother,  in  their  office  at 
Carlinville,  and  after  becoming  duly  prepared  was 
.^ 
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ndiuitled  to  the  law  department  of  Yale  College, 
New  Haven,  Conn.,  where  he  pnrsiied  bis  studies  in 
1882  and  1883.  After  examination  in  Chicago  b}- 
the  Appellate  Couft,  he  was  admitted  to  practice  in 
the  fall  of  1883  by  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  State  of 
Illinois,  and  in  January,  1884,  coming  to  Nebraska, 
he  chose  the  city  of  Beatrice  as  his  future  scene 
of  operations.  Soon  afterward  be  formed  a  part- 
nership with  Hon.  N.K.  Griggs,  and  tbe  firm  is  now 
in  tlie  enjoyment  of  an  extensive  and  lucrative 
practice  in  all  tbe  courts  of  Southern  Nebraska. 

In  1886  Mr.  Rinaker  entered  into  a  still  closer 
partnership  with  one  of  the  most  estimable  young 
ladies  of  the  city  of  Carlinville,  Miss  Carrie  Mayo, 
who  was  born  and  reared  there.  Her  parents,  Sam- 
uel T.  and  Elizabeth  (Palmer)  Mayo,  were  natives, 
the  former  of  Virginia,  the  latter  of  Kentuck}',  and 
both  are  now  living  at  Carlinville.  Their  familj' 
included  eight  children,  four  of  whom  are  living. 

To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Kinaker  there  has  been  born 
one  child,  a  son,  Samuel  M.,  Sept.  25,  1887.  They 
own  and  occupy  a  neat  and  substantial  residence  in 
Fairview  Addition  in  the  eastern  part  of  the  city, 
and  enjoy  the  society  and  friendship  of  its  best 
people.  Mr.  Rinaker  is  a  general  favorite  in  social 
and  business  circles,  and  belongs  to  tbe  K.  of  P. 
Politicallj-,  he  is  a  Republican. 


W  IND  NELSON.  In  th^ 
I  (^  *^"'  pleasure  to  offer  a  f 
jiL^^  of  the  more   promincn 


the  present  sketch  it  is 
succinct  compendium 
*nt  features  in  tbe  life 
of  the  well-known  and  popular  Supervisor  of  Glen- 
wood  Township,  a  man  of  remarkable  versatility, 
business  energj'  and  enterprise,  possessing  in  a  large 
measure  the  magnetism  which  attracts  and  holds 
many  friends.  He  was  born  in  Sweden  on  the  I  2th 
of  Jul3',  1849,  and  is  a  son  of  Mons  Nelson,  a  na- 
tive of  the  above  country  (see  sketch). 

Our  subject  lived  in  his  native  country  until  in 
the  spring  of  1868,  when  he  emigrated  to  America. 
The  nineteen  years  of  his  life  had  been  spent  in  ac- 
quiring in  the  schools  of  his  native  place  the  more 
indispensable  foundation  subjects  of  an  education, 
supplemented  later  by  such  instruction  and  work  as 
would  make    him  a   first-class  farmer.     Upon    his 


arrival  in  America  our  subject  went  almost  at  once 
to  Chicago,  and  after  some  time  s|)ent  in  that  city 
proceeded  to  Champaign  County  of  tbe  same  State, 
where  he  was  employed  for  about  six  months,  and 
then  went  to  Paxton,  Ford  Co.,  111.,  which  was  his 
home  for  about  a  year.  The  two  years  following 
be  spent  in  Springfield  of  tbe  same  Slate,  aixl  at  tbe 
close  of  that  period  he  came  to  Nebraska  in  the 
year  1872,  and  continued  to  make  his  home  in 
Nemaha  County  for  six  years,  and  then  came  to 
Gage  County  and  settled  in  Glenwood  Township, 
and  has  continued  his  residence  here  ever  since. 

The  farm  of  our  subject  is  some  240  acres  in  ex- 
tent and  well  situated ;  the  soil  is  admirably  adapted 
to  farming  purposes,  and  owing  to  the  good  work 
bestowed,  and  attention  given  to  it,  is  one  of  tbe 
most  productive  and  well-cultivated  in  the  township. 
In  addition  to  the  improvement  in  the  state  of  the 
ground  itself,  our  subject  has  added  others  in  the 
shape  of  a  complete  and  well-built  .'et  of  farm 
buildings  and  a  pleasant,  comfortiible  dwelling,  also 
the  various  shade  and  fruit-bearing  trees  that  go  so 
far  in  this  section  of  country  to  make  tbe  summer 
pleasant. 

At  Tecumseb,  Johnson  County,  of  this  State,  Mr. 
Nelson  became  tbe  husband  of  Anna  Miller  upon 
the  6tb  of  March,  1875.  This  lady  was  born  in 
Bedford  County,  Pa.,  on  tbe  13tb  of  August,  1850. 
and  is  the  daughter  of  Simon  and  Elizabeth  (Fos- 
ter) Miller.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Nelson  are  the  parents 
of  six  children,  whose  names  are  recorded  as  fol- 
lows: Bessie,  OfHe  C,  Linus  E.,  John  W.,  Austin  H. 
and  George  W. 

In  beginning  life  our  subject  began  with  practi- 
cally nothing,  and  whatever  has  been  attained  is 
the  result  of  his  earnest,  manly  efforts,  which  have, 
however,  been  supplemented  by  the  faithful  affec- 
tion, counsel,  sympathy  and  aid  of  his  devoted  wife. 
In  the  fall  of  1887  the  people  of  tbe  township, 
recognizing  tbe  worth  of  our  subject,  elected  him 
Supervisor,  and  are  gratified  to  notice  tbe  efficiency 
with  which  he  fills  the  position. 

In  addition  to  the  work  of  the  farm  our  subject 
has  an  extensive  business  as  buyer  and  shipper  of 
cattle  and  hogs.  Socially,  he  is  connected  with  the 
A.  O.  U.  W.,  the  I.  O.  O.  F.  and  the  Masonic  fra- 
ternity, and  in  each  is  always  welcomed  as  a   true 
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and  faithful  brother.  He  takes  a  deep  interest  in 
political  matters,  and  voles  for  and  works  with  the 
Republican  party.  He  is  a  friend  to  everj'  project 
and  enterprise  of  a  practical  nature  that  looks  to 
the  upbuilding  and  advancement  of  the  county  and 
community,  and  in  every  such  matter  is  among  the 
most  energetic  workers. 

BILLIAM  A.  WAGNER,  City  Clerk  of  Bea- 
trice, became  a  resident  of  Nebraska  in  July, 
1867,  settling  with  his  parents  on  a  farm  in 
Midland  Township,  this  countj'.  He  remained  with 
them  until  1868,  in  the  meantime  occupied  in  teach- 
ing. He  took  up  his  residence  in  Beatrice  in  April 
of  1868,  entering  the  store  of  Blakely,  Reynolds  & 
Co.,  as  clerk,  and  remained  with  them  one  year.  At 
the  expiration  of  that  time  he  went  into  the  law 
office  of  J.  B.  Weston,  with  whom,  however,  he  re- 
mained but  a  short  time.  He  was  Deputy  until 
1876,  a  part  of  the  time  in  the  office  of  the  County- 
Treasurer  and  the  balance  of  the  time  in  the  office 
of  the  County  Clerk. 

Upon  leaving  the  Clerk's  office  our  subject  en- 
tered into  partnership  with  L.  T.  Griggs,  and  en- 
gaged in  the  sale  of  farm  implements  until  1881, 
when  he  disposed  of  his  interest  in  the  business  to 
his  partner.  He  then  opened  a  coal  and  wood  yard 
and  also  dealt  in  baled  hay  until  1887,  then  sold 
out,  having  been  elected  for  the  second  term  to  his 
present  office. 

Mr.  Wagner  was  born  at  St.  John,  New  Bruns- 
wick, Jan.  6, 1845,  and  is  the  eldest  son  of  a  family 
of  eleven  children,  the  offspring  of  John  W.  and 
Ellen  (Lane)  Wagner,  natives  of  the  same  Province. 
They  came  to  Wisconsin  in  1858,  and  to  Nebraska 
in  1867,  and  both  are  still  living,  making  their 
home  on  a  farm  two  miles  north  of  Beatrice.  Of 
their  large  family  of  children  eight  are  still  living, 
six  in  Nebraska,  one  in  Dakota  and  one  in  Missouri. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  a  lad  of  thirteen 
years  upon  the  removal  of  the  familj-  to  Kenosha 
County,  Wis.,  and  lived  with  his  parents  on  the 
farm  there  until  reaching  manhood.  He  was  given 
a  practical  education  in  the  common  schools,  com- 
pleting his  studies  at  Racine,  and  commenced  his 
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duties  as  instructor  in  Howard's  Commercial  Col- 
lege at  Racine.  He  accompanied  his  parents  to  this 
county,  settling  with  them  on  a  farm  in  what  is  now 
Midland  Township,  and  his  subsequent  course  we 
have  already  indicated. 

The  marriage  of  our  subject  and  Miss  Mary  L. 
Blodgett,  of  Somonauk,  111.,  took  place  Oct.  27, 
1870.  Mrs.  Wagner  was  born  in  1844,  in  Ohio, 
and  is  the  daughter  of  John  E.  and  Nancy  (Gillette) 
Blodgett,  who  were  natives  of  New  York,  and  are 
now  deceased.  Mr.  Wagner  was  the  first  elected 
City  Clerk  of  Beatrice  under  the  new  organization, 
which  went  into  effect  in  October,  1871.  He  was 
re-elected  the  following  year,  holding  the  office  un- 
til 1873,  and  in  1877  was  again  selected  to  fill  the 
position,  serving  this  term  also  acceptably.  In  1885 
he  was  again  brought  before  the  people  for  the 
office  of  City  Clerk,  and  has  since  held  it  without 
opposition,  running  the  last  year  far  ahead  of  his 
ticket. 

.  Mr.  Wagner,  in  May,  1886,  w.as  appointed  Water 
Commissioner,  and  still  holds  this  office.  Politically, 
he  is  conservative  in  his  views,  aiming  to  support 
the  men  whom  he  considers  best  qualified  to  serve 
the  people.  Socially,  he  is  a  member  in  good  stand- 
ing of  the  Masonic  fraternity,  belonging  to  Beatrice 
Lodge  No.  26,  and  Chapter  No.  10. 

l^s^  AMUEL  N.  TOBYNE  is  engaged  in  farm- 
^^^  iug  on  his  land  on  section  10,  Blue  Springs 
(lL£_ll)  Township,  in  which  vicinity  he  has  made 
his  home  for  about  twenty  years.  He  was 
born  in  Ogle  County,  111.,  on  the  2d  of  October, 
1859,  and  is  a  son  of  James  N.  Tobyne,  a  native  of 
Canada,  who  came  to  Illinois  when  he  was  a  young 
man,  and  thence  brouglit  his  family  to  this  county 
in  April,  1868.  He  made  his  home  on  section  10, 
near  the  present  home  of  our  subject,  and  in  the 
early  day  of  his  arrival  there  were  but  few  settlers 
here,  though  Indians  and  wild  animals  were  quite 
plentiful.  Our  subject  has  always  lived  on  a  farm, 
his  father  having  been  engaged  in  agricultural  pur- 
suits, and  thus  he  has  a  thorough  understanding  of 
the  vocation  which  is  so  essential  to  the  country. 
In  his  younger  days  our  subject  experienced  in 
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common  willi  llie  sons  of  oilier  early  settlers  all  the 
lianlships  and  privations  of  pioneer  life,  being 
taught  to  work  at  an  early  age,  that  he  might  as- 
sist in  the  improvement  of  the  family  circumstances, 
and  receiving  but  a  limited  education  because  of 
the  absence  of  educational  advantages.  He  h.as 
also,  in  common  with  the  inhabitants  of  this  section 
who  have  grown  to  manhood  here,  witnessed  the 
vast  changes  that  have  been  made  in  the  past  two 
decades,  in  religions  and  educational  advantages, 
in  the  breaking  and  cultivating  of  wild  prairie  land, 
which  has  been  transformed  into  smiling  fields  bear- 
ing abundant  harvests,  and  in  the  organization  and 
building  of  various  towns  and  cities  which  have 
sprung  up  in  an  incredibly  short  time. 

On  the  29th  of  April,  1882,  our  subject  w.as 
united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Adelia  S.  Knapp,  a 
daughter  of  Albert  H.  Knapp,  of  Thayer  County, 
six  miles  from  North  Alexandria.  .She  was  born  in 
Wyoming  County,  Pa.,  on  the  27th  of  February', 
186G,  her  father  also  being  a  native  of  the  same 
State,  whence  he  had  moved  to  this  State  in  the 
year  1880.  By  their  marriage  our  subject  and  his 
wife  are  the  parents  of  three  children,  named  Wil- 
son E.,  Roe  A.  and  an  infant  daughter.  Mr. 
Tobyne  has  been  prominently  identified  with  the 
educational  affairs  of  his  township,  having  served 
as  School  Treasurer  for  a  period  of  four  years, 
and  being  now  the  worthy  incumbent  of  that  office. 
He  never  seeks  official  honors,  but  his  ability  has 
been  recognized  and  appreciated  by  the  people  of 
his  community,  who  have  conferred  upon  him  un- 
sought the  public  honors.  lie  possesses  the  full 
confidence  and  esteem  of  his  fellowmen,  and  is  very 
popular  in  the  township. 

.James  N.  Tobyne,  the  father  of  our  subject,  was 
born  near  Toronto.  Canada,  on  the  21st  of  April, 
1820,  in  which  place  he  lived  until  he  was  twenty- 
one  j-ears  old.  In  1841  he  left  his  native  country 
for  Winnebago  County,  111.,  whence  after  ten  years' 
resi<lence  he  moved  to  Ogle  County.  There  he  re- 
mained engaged  in  farming  until  1868,  when  he 
came  to  this  county  with  his  family,  and  made  his 
home  on  section  10,  Blue  .Spring  Township,  ne.ar  the 
home  of  his  son  Samuel.  He  married  Mrs.  Caroline 
Zeitz,  who  was  a  native  of  German}',  and  had  come 
to  the  United  SUUes  when  she  was  six  years  old. 
— 


By  her  former  marriage,  with  ISIr.  Strokey,  she  was 
the  mother  of  three  children,  two  of  whom,  named 
Frederick  A.  and  George  R.  Strokey,  are  now  liv- 
ing. Mr.  and  Mrs.  Tobyne  were  the  parents  of 
seven  children,  five  of  whom  are  now  living,  and 
make  their  homes  in  the  following  places:  Henrietta, 
in  Gage  County;  Samuel  N.  and  Setli  E.,  in  Blue 
Springs  Township;  Permelia  C.  and  Ida  A.,  in  Gage 
County.  One  son,  the  oldest  of  the  family,  died  at 
the  age  of  seventeen  years,  and  the  other,  AVilliam 
H..  died  when  a  child.  The  parents  of  this  family 
of  children  were  well  known  as  early  pioneers  of 
this  county,  and  as  such,  and  as  an  honorable  man 
and  woman,  they  possessed  the  esteem  and  friend- 
ship of  the  people  of  the  community.  The  death 
of  the  father  occurred  on  the  Gth  of  April,  1882,  at 
the  age  of  sixty-two  years,  and  that  of  the  mother 
occurred  in  December,  1881,  at  the  age  of  sixt}'- 
two  years,  the  death  of  both  being  greatly  regretted 
by  their  many  friends  and  acquaintances. 

Seth  E.  Tob3'ne,  a  son  of  James  N.  and  a  brother 
of  Samuel  N.,  above  mentioned,  makes  his  home  on 
section  10,  Blue  Springs  Township,  where  he  has 
lived  for  many  years.  He  was  born  in  Ogle  County, 
111.,  on  the  27th  of  Januarys  1 862,  and  with  his  father 
and  the  remainder  of  the  family  he  came  to  this 
county  in  the  spring  of  1868.  He  hsis  grown  to 
manhood  and  has  constantly  been  surrounded  with 
the  scenes  adjacent  to  his  present  home,  though 
there  have  been  vast  changes  since  his  arrival  when 
a  young  boy.  He  has  always  lived  on  a  farm,  and 
when  he  was  a  boy  he  herded  cattle  on  an  exten- 
sive range,  the  business  at  that  time  being  largely 
engaged  in  and  ver}-  lucrative.  To  describe  the 
scenes  and  events  of  his  life  is  but  to  repeat  the 
description  given  in  tlie  sketch  devoted  to  his 
brother,  for  in  common  they  shared  the  trials  and 
hardships  of  the  pioneer  life.  On  the  2oth  of  Feb- 
ruary, 1 883,  he  was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss 
Ettie  Early,  a  flaughter  of  Marshall  Early,  who  was 
born  in  l^jy^Coiifity,  Ohio,  on  the  28tli  of  iMarch, 
1861.  Her  parents  were  from  Ohio,  and  she  made 
her  home  with  them  until  the  time  of  her  marriage, 
receiving  her  education  in  the  common  schools  of 
her  native  countj',  and  perfecting  herself  in  the 
graces  and  accomplishments  of  a  true  womanly 
sphere.      B3'  their  marriage  they  are  the  parents  of 
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four  children,  bearing  the  names  Rolla,  p]thel,  Delia 
and  an  infant  daughter,  Jessie. 

Mr.  Tobyne  is  the  owner  of  120  acres  of  good 
and  well-improved  farming  land  in  Blue  Springs 
Township,  and  160  acres  in  the  State  of  Colorado. 
On  his  home  farm  he  has  made  many  valuable  im- 
provements, having  a  good  house,  barn  and  other 
farm  buildings,  which  are  well  kept  and  in  good 
condition.  By  giving  close  attention  to  his  occu- 
pation he  has  brought  his  land  to  a  very  fine  state 
of  cultivation,  which  maizes  it  the  source  of  a  lucra- 
tive income  to  him.  He  affiliates  with  the  Repub- 
lican party,  but  does  not  take  an  active  part  in 
politics,  and  both  he  and  his  wife  are  well-known 
and  highly  respected  members  of  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church,  sustaining  the  reputation  whieli 
tbey  bear  of  being  honest,  industrious  and  intelli- 
gent citizens. 
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PRANKLIN  WALK^:R  is  a  farmer,  stock- 
raiser  and  banker,  residing  on  section  25, 
Elm  Township.  He  is  a  son  of  George  P. 
and  Polly  (Countryman)  Walker,  his  father  having 
been  born  in  Somerset  County,  Pa.,  where  he  died 
in  the  year  1876,  at  the  age  of  seventy-nine  years. 
The  mother  was  also  a  native  of  the  same  county, 
and  is  still  living.  They  were  the  parents  of  nine 
children,  our  subject  being  the  fifth  child,  and  his 
birth  occurring  on  the  9lh  of  November,  1828,  in 
Somerset  County.  At  that  time  the  schools  were 
conducted  by  subscription,  or  paying  members,  and 
it  was  in  a  school  of  this  kind  that  our  subject  re- 
ceived his  education.  At  the  age  of  eighteen  years 
he  was  apprenticed  to  learn  the  carpenter  trade,  and 
having  learned  the  business  he  followed  it  until  the 
year  1865. 

On  the  9th  of  November,  1851,  our  subject  was 
married,  in  Ohio,  to  Miss  Anna  M.  La  Boiteaux. 
Her  father  was  Samuel  La  Boiteaux,  who  was  born 
at  Mt.  Pleasant,  Hamilton  Co.,  Ohio,  wliere  he  fol- 
lowed the  trade  of  a  cooper,  and  where  he  d'ed  in 
1887,  at  the  age  of  eighty-one  years.  Her  mother 
was  Maria  Louisa  (Wright)  La  Boiteaux,  who  was 
boin   at  Batavia,   Ohio,  on  the   8th   of  February, 


1811.  They  were  the  parents  of  nine  cliildren,  Mrs. 
Walker  being  the  third  child. 

To  our  subject  and  his  wife  have  been  given  a 
famiij'  of  five  children,  whose  names  we  mention : 
Mary  Louisa,  Eliza  Jane,  George  W.,  Lillian  M. 
and  Ella  L.  Mary  L.  was  married  to  Aubert  Z. 
Dennis,  and  is  now  living  at  Walker,  Iowa;  they 
have  two  children,  Luella  M.  and  Jay  L.  Eliza 
Jane  was  married  to  Edgar  Bigsby,  and  is  now  liv- 
ing at  Kirksville,  Mo.;  they  have  four  children — 
Emma  L.  (deceased),  Frank  L.,  Aura  and  Glen. 
George  W.  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Rachel 
Bevins,  and  is  living  in  Sicily  Township,  where  he 
is  engaged  in  farming;  they  have  two  children — 
Grace  M.  and  Mary  G.  Lillian  May  was  married 
to  Dexter  S.  Lilly,  residing  at  Gladstone,  Kan.,  and 
has  tluee  children— Walter  E.,  Lina  P.  and  Golda 
1. ;  Ella  is  married  to  J.  P.  Squire,  residing  in  Red 
Willow  County,  Neb.,  and  has  two  children — Guy 
and  Roy. 

Besides  carrying  on  tlie  farm  which  he  owns,  our 
subject  has  an  interest  in  the  First  Commercial  Bank 
at  Odell,  of  which  he  is  the  Vice  President  and  one 
of  the  Directors.  The  bank  was  organized  in  1884, 
and  re-organized  in  March,  1888.  He  was  elected 
Treasurer  of  Elm  Township  in  1886,  which  office 
he  still  holds,  and  is  also  the  Collector  for  the  town- 
ship. He  is  a  member  of  the  I.  O.  0.  F.,  having 
his  membership  in  the  Woodbine  Lodge  No.  126,  at 
Mt.  Healtliy.  Hamilton  Co.,  Ohio.  He  is  a  prom- 
inent and  active  business  man,  and  takes  a  great  in- 
terest in  the  advancement  of  his  community,  and 
the  fostering  of  those  institutions  by  which  the 
social,  educational  and  business  interests  can  be 
improved.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Democratic 
organization,  and  firmly  believes  that  the  prosperity 
of  the  country  can  be  secured  under  its  control  and 
government. 


JESSE  COZINE.  Among  the  honorable  citi- 
zens of  Paddock  Township,  Gage  County, 
no  one  more  worthily  represents  its  farming 
interests  tiian  the  gentleman  whose  name 
stands  at  the  head  of  this  sketcli.  He  is  a  native 
of  Indiana,  born  in  Dearborn  County,  Dec.  11, 
1822.      When  he  was  but  six  years  old  he  had  the 
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niisforlmie  to  lose  his  father,  John  Coziiie,  an  lion- 
orahle.  intelligent  and  upright  man.  The  mother 
of  our  sulijcL't,  whose  maiden  name  was  Abigail 
Bruce,  after  the  death  of  her  first  husband  became 
the  wife  of  Edmund  Chisman.  After  his  father's 
death  our  subject  was  reared  in  the  home  of  his 
grandmother,  Tabitha  Bruce,  with  whom  he  lived 
until  he  grew  to  manhood.  He  was  an  active, 
enterprising  young  man,  and  at  an  earl}'  age  was  en- 
abled to  establish  a  comfortable  home  of  his  own, 
and  June  30,  1845,  was  married  to  Miss  Martha 
Clarke.  She  was  to  him  indeed  a  helpmate  in  the 
truest  sense  of  the  word,  and  to  her  cheerful  .assist- 
ance and  kind  counsel  he  was  much  indebted  fur  his 
success  in  life. 

Mrs.  Cozine  was  a  devoted  and  valued  member 
of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  and  her  earnest- 
ness and  sterling  worth  secured  her  many  warm 
friends,  and  her  death  April  23,  I.STG,  at  the 
age  of  forty-seven  years,  was  felt  to  lie  a  per- 
sonal loss  by  man}'  besides  the  bereaved  family. 
To  her  and  her  husband  were  born  eleven  children, 
five  of  whom  survive,  and  the  following  is  their 
record:  Samuel,  born  June  13,  1846;  Nancy  Q., 
born  May  21,  1848,  died  Nov.  10,  1864;  Abigail, 
born  Oct.  19,  1850;  William  R.,  born  March  29, 
1853.  died  Nov.  17,  1879;  John  A.,  born  July  27. 
1856;  Jacob  C,  born  Feb.  28,  1858,  died  March 
11,  1861 ;  Chancy  C,  born  May  11,  1861 ;  Robert 
D.,  May  10,  1863;  Elizabeth  R.,  born  June  23, 
1865,  died  Oct.  4,  1879;  Henry  A.  Newton,  born 
March  7,  1867.  died  .Sept.  17,  1879;  M.ary  M.,  born 
April  17,  1869.  Samuel  Cozine  married  i;mnia 
McVicker,  and  they  live  at  Iowa  Falls;  John  mar- 
ried Eliza  Smith,  and  they  live  in  Barber  County, 
Kan.;  Robert  married  Elfa  Bunnell,  and  they  live 
in  Washington  County,  Kan.;  Abigail  married 
Francis  Parrott,  and  the}'  live  near  Iowa  City. 

The  paternal  grandparents  of  our  subject  were 
Martin  Cozine  and  Elizabeth  Smith,  of  Indiana  and 
Ohio  respectively,  the  grandfather  of  Scotch  ances- 
try and  the  grandmother  of  English.  Mr.  Cozine 
lost  his  life  by  the  blowing  up  of  a  steamer  on  the 
Mississippi  River  between  New  Orleans  and  St.  Louis. 
The  grandmother  died  in  Dearborn  Count}',  Ind. 

In  1850  our  subject  removed  with  his  family  to 
Iowa,  and    they   staid   there  until  1S7;»,  when   they 


came  to  Nebraska.  Mr.  Cozine  purchased  160 
acres  of  unbroken  in'airie  land  on  section  24,  Pad- 
dock Township;  from  the  Government,  paying  ^3.50 
an  acre  therefor.  By  persistent  energy  and  well- 
directed  toil  he  has  reclaimed  this  wild  bit  of 
prairie,  and  improved  it  into  one  of  the  finest  farms 
in  this  vicinity,  its  present  value  being  ^25  an  acre, 
and  he  h.as  it  all  under  good  cultivation  and  well 
fenced.  He  has  erected  a  substantial,  commodious 
dwelling,  stable,  and  other  necessary  farm  build- 
ings. 

Mr.  Cozine  is  a  man  whose  integrity  is  above  re- 
proiich;  his  neighbors  find  in  him  a  true  and  oblig- 
ing friend,  and  to  his  family,  of  whom  he  has  reason 
to  be  proud,  he  is  the  kindest  and  most  indulgent 
of  fathers.  In  his  political  views  our  subject  is  a 
strong  adherent  of  the  Republican  party,  and  he 
has  reared  his  sons  to  be  stalwart  Republicans. 


GEORGE  E.  EMERY,  County  Clerk  of  G.age 
-,  County,  has  been  a  resident  of  this  State 
P  since  1862,  having  moved  to  Nebraska  from 
Kansas  with  his  parents  when  only  three  years  old. 
He  was  born  in  the  city  of  Lawrence,  Kan.,  March 
17,  1859,  and  is  the  ehlcr  of  two  children  of 
Charles  N.  and  Mary  M.  (Benson)  Emery,  the 
former  a  native  of  Maine,  and  the  latter  born  in 
the  city  of  Limerick,  Ireland. 

The  mother  of  our  subject  crossed  the  Atlantic 
with  two  lirothers  early  in  life,  and  after  living  for 
some  time  in  Brooklyn  and  Chicago,  moved  to  Law- 
rence, Kan.,  where  she  met  Mr.  Emery,  whom  she 
married  May  4, 1858.  In  1864  the  parents  of  our  sub- 
ject moved  to  Liberty  Farm,  in  this  State,  where,  on 
August*),  they  were  burned  out  by  the  Indians. 
The  family  then  raove<l  to  Kearney.  Neb.,  lesiding 
there  a  j-ear  or  more,  and  in  July,  1867,  moved  to 
Beatrice,  where  they  have  since  lived. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  w.as  a  little  had  eight 
years  of  age  when  his  parents  took  up  their  aboilo 
in  Beatrice,  and  he  obtained  his  early  education  in 
the  imperfect  public  schools  of  the  rising  young 
town.  About  1867  the  family  repaired  to  Shaw- 
nee County,  Kan.,  settling  in  its  capital  city.  To- 
l)eka.     George  E.  there   coni|)leted  his  educalion. 
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A  year  later,  upon  the  return  of  the  parents  to  Bea- 
trice, he  accompanied  tliem,  und  when  seventeen 
years  old  entered  the  office  of  the  Beatrice  Express 
to  learn  the  printer's  trade,  a  good  knowledge  of 
which  he  gained  in  the  course  of  his  three-years 
apprenticeship.  He  was,  however,  destined  to  a 
different  sphere,  and  about  1878  received  the  ap- 
pointment of  Deputy  Postmaster,  first  under  Al- 
bert Towle  and  later  under  Jacob  Drum,  serving  in 
this  capacity  a  period  of  three  years. 

Mr.  Emery  entered  the  Clerk's  ofHce  as  a  Deputy 
in  1881,  and  after  the  satisfactory  performance  of 
the  duties  therewith  connected  for  a  period  of  four 
years,  he  was  elected  County  Clerk,  in  1885,  and 
re-elected  in  1887.  He  has  excellent  business  capac- 
ities, is  conscientious  in  the  performance  of  his 
official  duties,  and  has  made  a  record  altogether 
creditable  to  himself  and  satisfactory  to  the  people 
at  large.  In  July,  1884,  he  was  united  in  mar- 
riage with  one  of  the  most  estimable  young  ladies 
of  this  county.  Miss  Julia  A.  McGee,  who  was  burn 
in  Bolton,  Vt.,  and  is  the  daughter  of  Andrew  H. 
and  Mary  McGee,  who  were  natives  of  Vermont, 
and  are  still  residents  of  the  Green  Mountain  State. 
Of  this  union  there  is  one  child,  a  son,  Calvin  A., 
who  was  born  March  14,  1886.  The  home  of  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Emery  is  pleasantly  located  in  the  north- 
ern part  of  the  city  of  Beatrice,  and  they  enjoy  the 
friendship  of  a  large  circle  of  acquaintances,  com- 
posed of  its  choicest  people.  Mr.  Emery  cast  his 
first  Presidential  vote  for  Garfield,  and  in  his 
political  views  is  a  decided  Republican. 


§HOMAS  J.  RILE,  of  Blue  Springs  Township, 
is  numbered  among  the  solid  men  of  this 
county,  and  is  a  good  citizen,  who  has  made 
for  himself  an  enviable  record  and  hosts  of  friends. 
A  native  of  INIcDonough  County,  111.,  he  was  born 
at  his  father's  rural  homestead,  five  miles  from  the 
then  village  of  Macomb,  May  -22,  1854,  and  is  the 
son  of  William  H.  Rile.  The  latter  was  born  in 
Montgomery  County,  Pa.,  April  26,  1811,  and 
leaving  the  Keystone  State  when  a  young  man 
twenty-seven  years  of  age,  emigrated  to  Warren 
County,  Ohio,  settling  there  in    1838.     Five  years 


later  he  changed  his  residence  to  Jersey  County, 
111.,  and  in  1849  to  McDonough  County,  where  he 
carried  on  farming  and  remained  until  1882. 

The  mother  of  our  subject  was  in  her  girlhood 
Miss  Eliza  Plowman,  and  the  parental  family  con- 
sisted of  six  children,  four  sons  and  two  daughters, 
three  of  whom  are  living.  Elizabeth  is  single  and 
at  home ;  Georgia  married  W.  S.  Bourne,  and  is  a 
resident  of  Beatrice,  Neb.;  they  have  two  children 
— Fanny  and  Etsel.  The  parents  came  to  this, 
county  in  the  spring  of  1882,  and  make  their  home 
with  our  subject.  The  property  of  Mr.  Rile  lies 
two  miles  east  of  the  city  of  Blue  Springs,  and  com- 
prises a  well-cultivated  farm  160  acres  in  extent. 
The  buildings  are  neat  and  substantial,  the  barns 
and  other  outhouses  all  that  are  required  for  com- 
fort and  convenience,  and  the  homestead  in  all 
respects  has  about  it  the  air  of  peace  and  plenty, 
which  is  one  of  the  most  attractive  features  of  rural 
life. 

Mr.  Rile  was  married,  Sept.  20,  1883,  to  Miss 
Mary  McMillan,  who  was  born  in  McDonough 
County,  111.,  March  26,  1863,  and  is  the  daughter 
of  John  and  Catherine  (Kelly)  McMillan,  who 
were  natives  of  Scotland;  the  father  is  deceased, 
and  the  mother  is  living  in  McDonough  County, 
III.  Of  this  union  there  have  been  born  three  chil- 
dren, two  living,  Frederick  and  Everett  B.  The 
deceased  child,  Alta,  died  when  two  and  a  half 
months  old. 

William  H.  Rile,  the  father  of  our  subject,  is  a 
well-educated  man,  and  during  the  early  history  of 
his  section  of  Illinois  was  an  important  factor  in 
its  growth  and  development.  Endowed  with  more 
than  an  ordinary  degree  of  common  sense,  he  was 
one  of  the  most  enterprising  and  useful  pioneers  of 
McDonough  County.  He  lived  there  during  an 
important  period  of  its  development,  and  during 
the  construction  of  the  Chicago,  Burlington  & 
Quincy  Railroad,  which  resulted  in  the  establish- 
ment of  new  towns  along  its  line.  Mr.  Rile  being 
the  County  Surveyor,  was  efficient  in  the  haying 
out  of  these  places,  some  of  which  have  grown  to 
importance,  among  them  the  little  city  of  Bnshnell. 
He  located  on  a  tract  of  land  which  is  now  five 
miles  east  from  the  present  city  of  Macomb,  being 
among  the  very  first  to  venture  out  upon  the  fertile 
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prairie,  tlio  sotllt'is  liaviiig  previously  clung  to  tiie 
timber  uikUm-  llio  erroneous  impression  that  the 
prairie  was  valueless.  Mr.  Rile  became  widely 
known  in  that  region,  and  was  numbered  among  its 
most  highlj-  respected  farmers.  He  reared  a  family, 
the  members  of  which  do  him  honor  in  their  stand- 
ing as  citizens,  and  their  usefulness  in  promoting 
the  moral  well-being  of  society.  Tliomas  J.,  the 
subject  of  this  sketch,  especially,  is  a  man  in  whom 
fveryliody  has  confidence,  and  who  is  held  in  uni- 
versal respect. 


WfelLLIAM  P.  YULE.  The  water  supply  of 
'  Gage  Country  is  one  of  which  many  might 
be  envious,  and  of  wiiich  it  must  be  proud, 
because  its  facilities  are  largely  increased  thereb}-, 
its  grain  and  stock  farms  are  of  far  greater  value 
than  thej'  otherwise  could  be,  its  crops  surer,  even 
in  drouth  years,  and  the  cattle  upon  its  broad  acres 
are  not  called  upon  to  suffer  as  in  other  places  in 
similar  seasons.  Grant  Township  has  its  full  quota 
of  this  and  tiie  other  natural  advantages  bestowed 
with  such  lavish  hand  by  good  Dame  Nature  in  this 
part  of  her  domain.  The  farm  of  the  gentleman 
whose  life  is  here  succinctlj'  traced,  located  upon 
section  15  of  Grant  Township,  possesses  its  full 
share  of  these.  Soap  Creek,  a  stream  fed  by  springs 
innumerable,  gives  a  good  suppl}'  of  fresh  watei- 
to  all  the  pastures  on  this  propert}',  which  to  a  stock 
farmer  such  as  our  subject  is  invaluable.  The  farm, 
in  addition  to  this,  is  well  and  admirably  situateil, 
and  the  face  of  the  country  in  this  district  is  such 
as  makes  it  especially  desirable  for  stock  purposes, 
its  rich  soil  amply  rewarding  the  husbandman  also 
for  his  toil. 

Since  his  coming  to  the  county  in  1882  the  sub- 
ject of  this  writing  has  devoted  himself  to  the 
improvement  of  his  property  by  the  erection  of 
barns,  stabling,  granary,  cattle  sheds  and  pens,  and 
all  the  divers  buildings  needed  upon  a  stock  .and 
grain  farm ;  also  the  putting  up  of  a  dwelling  that 
sliould  be  in  keeping  witli  his  social  position  and 
demands  of  his  family.  He  has  now  a  most  thor- 
oughly   equii)pe(l    ranch   and  [jleasanl,  comfortal)le 


home.  His  particular  care  is  given  to  the  raising 
of  stock. 

Our  subject  came  to  Nebraska  from  Mercer 
County,  HI.,  where  he  had  a  farm  of  160  acres, 
which  he  had  owned  for  about  twenty  3'cavs,  and 
had  brought  to  a  very  advanced  state  of  fertility 
and  productiveness,  supplying  it  with  all  the  neces- 
sary buildings  for  his  purpose,  as  he  has  also  done 
for  his  present  property.  Mr.  Yule  was  born 
Feb.  6,  182G,  in  Cayuga  County,  N.  Y.  His  fam- 
ily is  of  Scotch  ancestry.  His  father  was  a  native 
of  the  above  State,  and  followed  the  occupation  of 
a  shoemaker.  Later  in  life  he  became  a  farmer  in 
Livingston  Count}-,  N.  Y'.,  where  he  died  at  the  age 
of  fifty-two  years.  The  maiden  name  of  his  wife, 
the  mother  of  our  subject,  was  Pernielia  Guyle. 
She  survived  her  husband  several  years,  and  af'.er 
his  death  went  to  Illinois,  tiience  removed  to  Ana- 
mosa,  Jones  Co.,  Iowa,  where  she  died  at  about  sev- 
enty years  of  age. 

Of  nine  children  born  to  his  p.arents,  most  of 
whom  are  now  deceased,  our  subject  was  the  first- 
born. He  was  about  six  years  of  .age  when  his  p:u- 
ents  removed  to  Livingston  County,  N.  Y..  ami 
continued  to  reside  there  until  he  had  attained  liis 
majority.  He  obtained  a  fair  education  (at  that 
time  it  would  have  been  called  good)  in  that  count}', 
and  subsequently  began  teaching  school,  occupied 
at  tlie  same  time  in  reading  law,  which,  upon  being 
admitted  to  the  bar,  he  began  to  practice  at  Mt. 
Morris.  It  was  not  long  before  he  had  built  up  a 
remunerative  practice  and  represented  an  extensive 
clientage,  but  his  assiduous  labors  began  to  tell 
upon  his  health,  and  he  w.as  finally  compelled  to 
quit  his  practice,  and  removed  to  Ogle  County, 
III.  Thence  he  went  to  Henderson  County,  and 
finally  settled  in  Mercer  Countj',  of  thesame  State. 

While  thus  pleasantly  engaged  our  subject  em- 
braced the  opportunity  of  bringing  into  his  life 
a  completer  and  fuller  felicity  bj'  taking  as  his 
wife  Miss  Esther  Harsha.  This  interesting  event 
was  celebrated  Feb.  4,  1857.  'Ihe  lady  of  his  choice 
was  born  May  24,  1830,  in  Washington  County,  N. 
Y'.  Her  parents  were  David  and  Nancy  (Harsha) 
Harsha,  who,  although  bearing  the  same  name,  were 
not  previously  rehited.  The  husband  was  a  native 
of  Ireland,  his  wife  of  Washington  Countv,  where 
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they  were  married  and  settled  to  faiming  life.  Both 
died  at  an  advanced  age  upon  the  old  homestead. 
They  were  the  parents  of  eleven  children,  their 
daughter  Esther  being  the  ninth.  The  youngest 
child  bad  attained  thirty-three  years  of  age  before 
the  first  member  of  this  interesting  family  was  re- 
moved by  death;  all  but  one  were  married,  and  all 
but  three  are  now  living;  the  youngest  of  the  sur- 
viving members  is  fifty-two  years  of  age. 

The  wife  of  our  subject  was  educated  at  Argyle, 
N.  Y.,  and  knew  no  home  other  than  that  of  her 
parents  until  our  subject  took  her  to  grace  his  own. 
They  are  the  parents  of  two  children,  viz:  Maggie 
J.,  who  is  now  happily  married  to  Frank  Boggess,  a 
pliotographic  artist  at  AStoria,  Fulton  Co.,  111.,  and 
Henry  L.,  who  remains  at  home,  and  is  his  father's 
chief  assistant  in  the  operation  of  his  extensive 
farm. 

Our  subject  is  identified,  in  political  matters, 
with  the  Republican  party;  he  has  filled  with  much 
credit  to  himself  and  satisfaction  to  the  people  the 
office  of  Justice  of  the  Peace,  in  which  his  fine  sense 
of  justice,  his  law  experience  and  clear  intellect, 
greatly  assisted  him  in  rendering  right  and  impar- 
tial judgment.  The  religious  connections  of  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Yule  are  with  the  United  Presbyterian 
Church,  and  their  membeisbip  was  in  the  local  con- 
gregation of  Norwood,  111.  They  are  held  in  the 
highest  possible  regard  by  all  their  fellow-members, 
and  in  society  at  large  none  are  more  esteemed. 
Their  home  is  such  as  one  might  well  envy,  and 
their  personal  character  is  worthy  of  all  emulation. 


Q'  ~\"\  DIBBLE.  In  Blakely  Township,  and  upon 
-  -•^  section  12,  is  an  exceptionally  fine  farm 
some  620  acres  in  extent,  known  through- 
it  the  State  as  the  Blue  Mound  farm.  It 
were  very  difficult  to  find  in  Nebraska  a  more  de- 
lightful situation ;  tlie  house  is  situated  upon  one 
of  the  higher  points  of  ground,  not  far  from  where 
the  Big  Blue  River  winds  its  way,  broad,  deep, 
bright  and  silent,  throughout  the  entire  length  of 
the  farm.  Along  its  banks  for  a  considerable  dis- 
tance are  heavy  timber  growths  of  walnut,  asli, 
piaple,    elm,    cottonw.ood,    willow    and    mulberry 


trees,  affording  in  summer  luxuriant,  cooling  thadc, 
and  in  winter,  a  most  grateful  shelter  from  wind 
and  storm.  Beyond  and  around  the  ground  bil- 
lows away  in  gentle  undulation  or  heavier  rolling 
prairie,  and  yet  so  considerable  is  the  altitude  that 
from  the  house,  looking  away  to  the  southeastward, 
can  be  plainly  seen  the  spires,  towers,  and  to  some 
extent,  the  buildings  of  the  city  of  Beatrice,  and 
the  reflection  of  the  electric  lights  can  be  seen  in 
the  mirror  from  the  bed  whicii  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Dib- 
ble  occupy.  The  intervening  space  is  filled,  as  is 
all  the  country  round,  with  well-cultivated  farms 
and  long  stretches  of  pastoral  ranch  land.  Such 
are  the  surroundings  of  the  home  of  our  subject, 
and  the  above  maj*  serve  as  a  "hint,"  at  least,  of  the 
beauties  with  which  nature  has  lavishly  endowed 
this  delightful  spot. 

The  homestead  of  our  subject  upon  the  above 
land  dates  from  the  year  1865;  since  that  time  Mr. 
Dibble  has  made  a  well-nigh  national  reputation  as 
a  sheep-farmer  and  breeder  of  the  higher  grades 
and  thoroughbred  stock.  As  noted  above,  his  land, 
and  in  fact  that  of  the  entire  district,  is  peculiarly 
adapted  to  stock-raising,  the  climate  also  being 
propitious.  The  presence  of  the  Blue  River,  which 
affords  an  inexhaustible  supply  of  pure  living 
water,  coupled  with  the  beautiful  and  immense 
groves,  and  the  abundance  of  succulent,  nutritious 
grasses,  all  combine  to  make  the  ranch  of  our  sub- 
ject exceptionally  available  for  his  purpose.  To 
those  who  know  the  rigors  of  winter  in  that  lati- 
tude and  the  opposite  extreme  of  summer,  it  would 
be  a  matter  of  surprise  to  learn  that  large  numbers 
of  stock  of  all  kinds  can  winter  without  any  shelter 
than  that  supplied  by  the  woods  upon  the  ranch, 
and  that  without  any  considerable  discomfort,  and 
a  loss  of  less  than  one  per  cent. 

In  the  matter  of  stock-raising  Mr.  Dibble  is  by 
no  means  a  tyro;  his  whole  life  has  been  a  constant 
accumulation  of  intellectual  power  to  this  end,  and 
Nebraska  has  receive.d  from  him  very  much  as  the 
one  who  has  largely  helped  to  bring  it  into  promi- 
nence as  a  stock-raising  country.  Along  the  line 
of  his  business  he  is  very  enterprising,  and  possesses 
a  full  quota  of  Western  go-aheadiliveness.  In 
quite  a  number  of  instances  he  has  exhibited  stock, 
and  in  the   large  majority  of  cases  has  carried  off 
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the  best  of  the  awarrls.  He  indulges  in  tlie  pleasure 
of  devoting  special  attention  to  raising  a  high 
grade  of  Poland-China  hogs,  Merino  sheep,  Durham 
cattle  and  Norman  and  Percheron  horses. 

The  reputation  of  our  subject  has  been  made, 
perhaps,  more  along  the  line  of  sheep-raising  than 
any  other,  and  he  has  identified  himself  with  the 
raising  exclusively  of  Merinos,  having  become  one 
of  the  largest  feeders  and  shippers  of  the  .State, 
and  has  the  honor  of  having  shipped  the  first 
11,000  worth  of  wool  out  of  Southern  Nebr.aska. 
He  commenced  this  branch  of  the  business  in 
the  year  1871.  hnving  then  one  ewe,  and  from 
that  beginning  has  gone  on  year  by  j'ear,  ever 
increasingly  successful.  He  h.as  owned  and  ijian- 
aged  flocks  of  1,500  he.ad  but  usuallj'  averages 
about  1,000.  Some  idea  of  the  value  of  the  prod- 
uce may  perhaps  be  gaineii  from  the  fact  that  our 
subject  has  shipped  from  his  ranch  to  Boston  a  car- 
load of  wool,  receiving  for  the  same  the  sum  of 
$2,000. 

The  same  energy  and  spirit  of  progress  that  has 
made  him  so  successful  as  a  farmer  and  stock -raiser, 
he  has  brought  to  bear  upon  his  surroundings,  and 
has  been  delighted  by  it  to  advance  the  interests 
of  the  county  at  large,  and  quite  a  Large  number 
of  the  neighboring  farmers  and  citizens  are  located 
as  the  result  of  the  hospitality,  courtesy  and  intel- 
ligent information  communicated  and  extended  by 
our  subject,  and  at  all  times  he  h.as  been  ready  to 
sustain  such  enterprises  as  were  for  the  benefit  of 
the  county  or  community. 

Mr.  Dibble  is  a  native  of  Somersetshire,  En- 
gland, where  he  was  born  in  JIark  Parish,  March 
1,  1836.  The  father  of  our  subject  was  Richard 
Dibble,  a  native  of  the  same  county,  where  his 
family  had  lived  for  generations,  a  thrifty,  sturdy 
race,  as  the  oak.  the  national  tree.  As  a  j'oung 
man  he  entered  the  employ  of  the  "  lord  of  the 
manor,"  and  later  married  Charlotte  Uanfield.  who 
was  born  in  the  same  parish  as  himself  and  had 
grown  up  to  mature  years  with  him.  She  first  saw 
the  light  in  the  house  of  the  old  Temple  farm, 
sround  which  gather  a  thousand  sweet,  lingering 
memories  of  the  family.  This  farm  was  part  of 
the  property  of  the  Diocesan  Bisiiop  of  the  Es- 
tivblished  (Episcopal)  Church,  which  church  w.is  the 


religions  home  of  both  families  for  generations. 
The  Temple  farm  had  throuij;hi)ul  .'ill  its  history 
been  the  home  of  the  Banfield  family,  as,  likewise, 
the  old  farmhouse  near  the  Plach  farm,  where  our 
subject  was  born,  had  been  to  his  family.  It  is 
not,  therefore,  surprising  that  Mr.  Dibble  looks  for- 
ward with  a  pleasurable  delight  that  thrills  his  en- 
tire being  to  revisiting  in  the  near  future  these 
well-remembered  scenes  and  places.  Whenever 
this  occurs  it  will  be  the  happiness  of  our  subject 
to  be  able  to  impart  to  his  friends  and  relatives 
upon  the  other  side  much  practical  information 
regarding  America  and  Americans,  and  to  describe 
with  graphic  luciditj-  the  varied  phases  of  pioneer 
life 'in  the  Great  West,  as  well  as  that  of  its  un[)aral- 
lelcd  progress  and  develof)ment. 

After  the  marriage  of  the  parents  of  our  subject 
they  settled  near  their  native  place,  and  Mr.  Dib- 
ble, Sr.,  continued  after  the  death  of  his  first,  and 
also  his  second  wife,  and  there  also  married  his 
third.  After  some  years,  during  which  several 
children  were  born  of  this  third  family,  Mr.  Dibble 
removed,  and  with  his  wife  and  family  emigrsited 
to  the  United  States  and  located  in  Yorkville,  Ra- 
cine Co..  Wis.  In  this  place,  after  a  settlement  of 
some  years,  the  father  ami  step-mother  of  our  sub- 
ject went  to  their  last  rest.  The  third  wife  died  in 
1881.  at  the  age  of  fifty-three  years,  the  father 
having  preceded  her  to  the  better  land  in  1870, 
aged  about  sevent}-  j'ears.  The  first  and  second 
wives  of  Mr.  Dibl)le,  and  seven  of  his  children, 
repose  beneath  the  sod  in  the  churchyard  of  St. 
Mark's  Church  in  Somersetshire.  The  family  of  this 
gentleman  included  about  twenty  children. 

Our  subject  was  one  of  two  children  by  the 
second  marriage,  the  other  being  his  sister  Char- 
lotte, now  Mrs.  Ostrom,  of  Grand  Rapids,  Mich. 
The  brother  and  sister  were  separated  for  a  period 
of  twenty-one  years,  and  met  at  Grand  Rapids  but 
a  few  years  since,  and  from  that  time  our  suliject 
has  made  a  practice  of  visiting  her  at  regular  in- 
tervals. He  was  sixteen  years  of  age  when  he  came 
with  his  father  and  step-mother  to  the  United 
States,  and  settled  at  Yorkville,  where  he  continued 
until  he  attained  his  majority.  Then  for  a  few 
years  he  traveled  throughout  the  South  and  West, 
and  being  of  an  observing  and  inquiring  disposi-     i 
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tion,  he  gathered  a  vast  store  of  curious,  amusing 
and  instructive  information.  In  his  Western  jour- 
neyings  he  stood  amid  the  stupendous  and  over- 
whelming magiiifieence  of  the  Rocky  Mountains, 
and  also  crossed  the  apparently  limitless  extent  of 
Nebraska's  rolling  prairies.  This  was  as  early  as 
the  year  1857,  and  while  he  was  yet  unmarried. 
From  thence  he  drifted  back  to  the  Wisconsin 
home,  reaching  it  in  the  year  1859,  and  from  that 
time  on  continued  industriously  and  steadily  in 
farming  until  18G4,  when  he  went  into  the  service 
for  the  defense  of  his  adopted  country,  serving  in 
the  1st  Wisconsin  Heavy  Artillery,  but  although 
in  the  service  for  about  eight  months,  he  did  not 
happen  to  be  in  many  major  engagements,  and  in 
April  of  1 865  received  an  honorable  discharge. 

At  Waterlord,  not  far  from  the  Wisconsin  home 
of  our  subject,  he  was  united  to  Miss  Johanna 
Johnson,  on  the  io(\  of  April,  1860.  who  was  born 
near  the  city  of  Christiania,  Norway,  Nov.  15, 
1 833.  She  is  the  daughter  of  John  Johnson,  a 
native  of  the  same  countj',  by  occupation  a  farmer. 
The  maiden  name  of  her  mother  was  Anna  Hanson, 
a  native  of  the  same  jdace.  Her  father  died  at  the 
same  place  in  which  he  was  born,  in  the  year  1839, 
while  yet  in  middle  life.  His  widow  survived  him 
many  years,  and  died  at  the  home  of  her  daughter, 
Mrs.  Dibble,  and  had  then  attained  the  advanced 
age  of  eighty-one  years  and  six  months,  dying 
March  21,  1885.  She  had  spent  the  last  year  and 
a  half  of  her  life  with  her  daughter,  from  whom 
she  had  been  separated  for  thirty-three  years  by 
the  Atlantic  and  half  the  western  continent.  Such 
a  journey  at  so  advanced  an  age  is  very  unusual,  and 
is  only  possible  by  reason  of  the  facile  transit  in  the 
floating  and  rolling  palaces  of  modern  travel.  Un- 
til that  date  she  was  the  oldest  lady  who  had 
crossed  the  Atlantic.  She  had  all  her  life  been  a 
devout  member  of  the  Lutheran  Church,  and  died 
in  the  comfort  of  the  Christian  faith;  she  was 
a  grand,  noble,  motherly  woman,  and  greatly  be- 
loved in  her  own  land,  and  although  her  life  in 
this  country  was  of  such  short  duration,  the  same 
womanly  graces  had  won  for  her  a  large  circle  of 
friends. 

After  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Dibble  were  married  their 
efforts  were  united  and  their  ambitions   one  in  re- 


gard to  the  desire  to  build  a  homo  for  the  future. 
They  decided  therefore,  to  brave  the  West  with  its 
pioneer  hardships,  trials  and  difficulties,  and  pro- 
ceeded hitherward  even  before  the  aborigines  had 
deserted  it.  They  accordingly  settled  in  what  is 
now  Nebraska.  It  was  not  altogether  unusual  for 
Indians  to  camp  upon  iiis  farm,  and  once  or  more  as 
many  as  400  or  500  of  the  Otoe  tribe  made  their  camp 
in  the  vicinity  of  his  home.  Upon  one  occasion 
our  subject  was  badly  scared  while  returning  from 
the  settlement  that  has  since  grown  to  be  the  city 
of  Beatrice.  He  was  nearing  his  house,  where  he 
had  left  his  wife  and  family,  and  heard  near  by  a 
noise,  strange,  unusual  and  unaccountable.  His 
fears  taking  shape  in  a  moment,  he  sujjposed  that 
his  famil}"^  were  being  massacred,  and  leaving  his 
team  rushed  to  the  house,  where  his  affectionate 
solicitude  was  satisfied  to  find  that  there  was  no 
danger;  but  the  noise  was  still  unaccounted  for, 
and  it  was  only  later  that  he  discovered  that  the 
scare  was  needless  and  without  foundation,  its  cause 
and  originator  being  a  stiange  animal  of  the  bovine 
tribe  that  had  strayed  into  the  neighborhood. 
This  Mr.  Dibble  tells  partly  as  a  joke  upon  himself, 
and  yet  it  points  to  the  fact  that  their  life  was  not 
without  danger  nor  lacking  in  adventure. 

The  family  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Dibble  includes  six 
children,  whom  it  has  been  their  pleasure  to  see 
well  started  in  life,  and  who  evidence  those  manly 
traits  and  womanly  attributes  that  are  so  desirahle 
and  indispensably  integral  faetors  of  the  true  no- 
bility. The  names  are  as  follows:  Charlotte  A., 
Alia  M.,  Harry  A.  J.,  Etta  M.,  Lillie  D.  and  Lucy 
F.  A.  The  eldest  daughter  is  the  wife  of  Palmer 
Stevenson,  a  builder  and  contractor  at  Lincoln;  her 
sister  Alia  is  happily  married  to  Oliver  C.  Sher- 
man, a  farmer  of  Blakely  Township,  operating  a 
part  of  the  homestead,  together  with  her  brother. 
The  latter  is  the  husband  of  Ellen  Shattenkirk. 
The  three  younger  members  of  the  family  are  still 
at  home. 

Mr.  Dibble  still  continues  his  faithful  allegiance 
to  the  religious  faith  in  which  he  was  reared,  and 
which  has  been  to  him  a  guide  and  comfort  through- 
out the  years  of  his  life.  His  wife,  likewise,  con- 
tinues in  the  faith  of  her  fathers.  He  is  sociall}'- 
connected  with  the  fraternity  of  the  A.  F.  &  A.  M., 
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and  is  a  member  of  Blue  Lodge  No.  '20,  in  Bea- 
trice. His  political  faith  is  along  the  line  of  the 
principles  of  the  party  founded  by  Jefferson,  and 
so  ablj'  represented  at  the  White  House  in  the  per- 
son of  President  S.  Grover  Cleveland  and  his  most 
estimable  lady.  Enough  has  been  said  concerning 
our  subject  to  indicate  to  the  reader  the  character, 
aspirations  and  disposition  of  the  man,  and  further 
remark  would  be  superfluous.  While  such  men  are 
at  the  head  of  our  households,  while  such  wives  and 
mothers  as  Mrs.  Dibble  have  the  care  and  training 
of  the  children  of  the  Republic,  America  must  and 
will  rise  in  the  scale  of  nations,  and  advance  in 
everj'  quality,  attribute  and  power  that  makes  a 
nation  great,  and  that  without  any  fear  of  retro- 
gression. 

At  one  time  Mr.  Dibble  acted  as  reporter  for  the 
Agricultural  Department  at  Washington,  D.  C,  for 
Southeastern  Nebraska,  manj'  of  which  have  ap- 
peared in  the  monthly  reports  from  the  department 
of  agriculture. 
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surroundings  of 
lan  ordinarily 
consequence  in 
helps  himself,  he 
has  been  assisted  by  "all  the  favoring  winds  that 
blow"  to  a  generous  portion  of  the  good  things  of 
this  life,  namel}-,  a  competenc3'  and  a  host  of 
friends,  which  comprise  a  large  proportion  of  this 
world's  tre-isures. 

Our  subject  is  the  offspring  of  a  good  family,  l)e- 
ing  the  son  of  Nathan  Hill,  who  was  a  native  of 
Luzerne  Count\-,  Pa.,  where  he  was  reared  to  man- 
hood and  married  Miss  Juditli  Billhimer,  whose 
birthplace  and  childhood's  home  was  not  far  from 
that  of  her  husbanrl's.  They  lived  in  that  locality 
for  a  time  after  their  m.arriage,  the  father  engaging 
in  farming,  and  about  1853  emigrated  to  Lee 
County,  111.  There  also  Nathan  Hill  pursued  his 
former  occupation  of  farming,  and  departed  this 
life  at  his  home  in  South  Dixon  Township,  in  June, 
1876.  The  mother  still  survives,  and  makes  her 
home  on  the  old  homestead  in  Loc  County,  III. 

To  Nathan  and  Judith  Hill  there  were  born  eleven 


children,  seven  sons  and  four  daughters.  Of  tlicse 
all  are  living;  six  are  residents  of  llliiHiis,  one  of 
Minnesota  and  four  of  Nel)raska.  .bihn  L.,  our 
subject,  was  the  fifth  child,  and  was  born  in  Luzerne 
County,  Pa.,  Dec.  27,  1845.  He  was  a  little  lad 
eight  years  of  age  when  his  parents  removed  from 
the  Keystone  State  to  Illinois,  where  he  was  reared 
to  manhood  and  .acquired  his  education  in  tlie  com- 
mon schools  of  Lee  County.  Early  in  life  he  be- 
came familiar  with  farm  pursuits,  and  with  the 
exception  of  one  year  spent  in  St.  Joseph,  Mo.,  was 
a  resident  of  that  county  until  going  to  Iowa,  in 
March,  1873. 

In  the  Hawkeye  St.ate  Mr.  Hill  followed  farming 
for  a  period  of  four  years,  then  determined  to  cast 
his  lot  with  the  people  of  this  counti'.  In  1879  he 
selected  a  tract  of  land  160  acres  in  extent,  and 
embracing  the  east  half  of  the  northwest  quarter  of 
the  west  half  of  the  northeast  quarter  of  section  31, 
in  Glenwood  Township,  and  since  that  time  has 
given  his  attention  to  its  improvement  and  culti- 
vation. He  has  now  a  neat  and  substantial  set  of 
fran;e  buildings,  fruit  .and  shade  trees,  improved 
farm  machinery,  a  fair  assortment  of  live  stock, 
and  the  other  essentials  of  the  modern  profitable 
farm  estate.  The  evidences  of  enterprise  and  in- 
telligence are  to  be  seen  on  every  hand,  and  the 
homestead  in  all  its  appointments  forms  one  of  the 
most  attractive  pictures  in  the  landscape  of  this 
region. 

In  addition  to  the  other  good  things  which  have 
fallen  to  the  lot  of  our  subject  he  has  been  fortu- 
nate in  the  selection  of  a  wife  and  helpmate,  Mrs. 
Hill  possessing  those  qualities  most  essenti.al  to  the 
comfort  and  happiness  of  a  home,  namely:  thrift, 
industry,  neatness  and  cheerfulness.  She  was  in 
her  girlhood  Miss  Frances  J.  Bl.ack,  and  they  were 
married  at  the  home  of  the  bride,  in  P.age  County, 
Iowa,  Dec.  25,  1878.  Mrs.  Hill  is  the  daughter  of 
James  and  Susan  (Wolfe)  Black,  who  were  natives 
of  AVashington  County,  Pa.,  where  the^'  settled 
after  their  marriage  and  lived  until  emigrating  to 
Lee  County,  Iowa,  at  a  very  early  day.  Thence 
they  went  into  Page  County,  Iowa,  about  1853, 
where  they  now  reside,  the  father  carrying  on  farm- 
ing. Thci'  are  the  parents  of  seven  children,  four 
sons  and  tiiree  daugiiters,  of   whom    Mrs.   Hill  was 


^-«- 


-f^::^!-^ 


508 


GAGE  COUNTY. 


the  fifth  child.  She  was  born  in  Page  County, 
low.i,  Oct.  29.  1859,  and  reared  to  womanhood  in 
tliat  county.  Her  education  was  acquired  in  the 
common  schools,  and  she  remained  a  member  of 
the  parental  household  until  leaving  it  to  preside 
over  one  of  her  own. 

To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hill  there  has  been  born  one 
child  only,  a  son,  Raymond,  March  31,  1880.  He 
is  now  a  bright  boy  eight  3-ears  of  age,  and  it  is 
hardly  necessary  to  say,  the  light  of  the  household. 
Our  subject  keeps  himself  posted  upon  m.itters  of 
general  interest  to  eveiy  intelligent  citizen,  and 
without  meddling  much  in  politics,  gives  his  uni- 
form support  to  the  Democratic  party.  He  believes 
in  education  and  all  the  moral  reforms  of  the  age, 
and  is  a  man  whose  opinion  is  generally  respected. 
Although  having  served  as  School  Treasurer  in  his 
district,  his  preference  is  to  leave  the  responsi- 
bilities of  office  to  those  less  absorbed  in  the  peace- 
ful pursuits  of  agriculture. 


\J 


>ILLIAM  N.  ACTON,  a  respected  resident 
of  Paddock  Township,  is  prosperously  en- 
gaged in  agriculture,  owning  a  valuable 
farm,  which  lies  partly  in  Gage  County,  Neb.,  and 
partly  in  the  adjoining  county  of  Marshall,  in  Kan- 
sas. He  is  pre-eminently  a  self-made  man,  as  all 
he  is  and  all  he  has  he  owes  to  his  own  tireless  and 
energetic  labors,  be  having  had  to  encounter  many 
adversities,  and  to  endure  many  hardships  in  his 
early  life  that  would  have  daunted  a  less  resolute 
and  courageous  mind,  and  his  personal  history 
should  serve  to  awaken  the  emulation  of  the  youth 
of  to-day,  or  of  future  generations,  who  may 
peruse  these  pages. 

Our  subject  was  born  in  Charles  County,  Md., 
Randall  and  fSedocia  (McDonald)  Acton,  natives 
of  Maryland,  being  his  parents.  Very  early  in  life 
that  saddest  misfortune  that  can  happen  to  a  child 
befell  him,  as  he  was  deprived  by  death  of  a  kind 
mother  when  he  was  very  young.  As  soon  as  he 
was  large  enough  to  work  he  was  thrown  on  his  own 
resources,  as  his  honest,  hard-working  father  found 
life  too  severe  a  struggle  with  poverty'  to  properly 
care  for  his  son.     Under  this  discipline  he  became 


a  manly,  sturdj'.  self-reliant  lad,  well  able  to  cope 
with  the  difficulties  that  heset  his  pathway.  When 
William  was  seventeen  years  old  the  death  of  his 
father  severed  the  last  tie  that  bound  him  to  the 
old  home  in  Marj'land,  and  he  started  on  foot  on 
the  long  journej'  across  the  Alleghany  Mountains 
to  Richland  County,  Ohio,  aniving  at  his  destina- 
tion footsore  and  weary,  having  traversed  a  distance 
of  600  miles,  mostly  over  wild  and  mountainous 
country.  He  subsequently  went  to  Franklin  County, 
Ohio,  and  being  an  honest,  open-hearted  lad,  will- 
ing to  labor,  he  found  no  difficulty  in  securing  a 
position  as  a  farm  hand,  and  was  thus  employed  by 
the  month  until  his  first  marriage,  which  took  place 
Sept.  9,  1839,  to  Miss  Almira  Wilcox.  He  then 
rented  a  farm,  on  which  he  lived  until  1842.  In 
that  year  he  removed  with  his  family  to  Henry 
County',  Iowa,  and  there  his  first  wife,  a  most  esti- 
mable woman,  passed  away  .July  9,  1846,  after  a 
few  years  of  happy  wedded  life.  Two  children  had 
been  born  to  that  marriage — Emeline,  who  died  in 
1843,  and  George.  The  son,  now  a  conductor  on 
the  Northwestern  Railway,  did  valiant  service  in 
the  late  war  for  three  years,  having  been  a  mem- 
ber of  the  first  cavalry  company'  organized  in  Henry 
County,  Iowa.  The  second  marriage  of  our  sub- 
ject, which  took  place  in  Iowa,  Dec.  23,  1847,  was 
to  Miss  Jemima  E.  Cook,  who  has  ably  seconded 
his  efforts  in  establishing  a  pleasant  and  comfortable 
home.  Their  union  has  been  blessed  to  them  by 
the  birth  of  six  children,  namely :  Frank  W.,  Albert 
B.,  Ella  M.,  Oscar  D.,  John  L.  and  Charlie  M. 

In  the  spring  of  1873  Mr.  Acton  removed  to 
Wichita,  Kan.,  and  resided  in  that  then  small  ham- 
let, a  mere  trading- post,  until  the  fall  of  1874, 
when  he  returned  to  Montgomery  County,  Iowa. 
He  continued  to  live  in  that  State  until  1882,  and 
then  returned  to  this  part  of  the  country,  ami  se- 
curing a  suitable  location  in  the  northern  part  of 
Marshall  Countj',  Kan.,  ,he  bought  a  farm,  com- 
prising eighty  acres,»in  the  Indian  reservation,  ad- 
joining Gage  County.  In  the  few  years  that  have 
since  intervened  he  has  been  more  than  ordinarily 
successful  as  a  farmer,  and  by  incessant  labor  and 
able  management  he  has  made  manj'  fine  improve- 
ments and  brought  his  land  to  a  high  state  of  cult- 
ure.    He  has   besides  made  money  enough  so  that 
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he  has  been  enablerl  to  increase  tlie  original  acre- 
age of  iiis  land  hy  tiie  pnreliase  of  eighty  acres  of 
adjoining  land  on  section  35,  and  forty  acres  of 
land  on  section  3G.  buying  his  present  home  in  this 
county  in  the  spring  of  1887. 

This  brief  record  of  tlie  life  of  our  subject  shows 
him  to  t)e  a  man  well  worthy  of  the  respect  and 
confidence  of  his  fellow-citizens.  In  his  political 
sentiflients  he  is  an  earnest  Republican,  although  he 
■was  reared   in  the  midst  of  slaverj'. 

It  is  worthy  of  remembrance  in  view  of  the  pres- 
ent Presidential  campaign  of  1888,  and  of  the  illus- 
trious candidate  of  the  Republican  party,  that  Mr. 
Acton  cast  his  first  vote  for  William  H.  Harrison. 
Our  subject  takes  a  deep  interest  in  the  develop- 
ment of  this  part  of  the  countr3',  to  which  he  has 
contributed  so  much  time  and  energy, and  he  cheer- 
fully aids  all  proposed  improvements,  but  he  is  not 
an  aspirant  for  olfice,  preferring  the  peace  and  com- 
fort of  his  own  fireside  to  the  responsibilities  and 
worries  of  public  life. 


r^ 


W'lLLIAM  AVOOLSEY,  .Supervisor  of  Lin- 
coln Township,  is  also  one  of  its  leading 
^  „  farmers,  and  owns  1 60  acres  of  good  land 
on  section  6.  He  came  to  this  place  in  the  winter 
of  1880,  and  has  since  bent  his  energies  to  its  im-- 
provement.  He  has  now  a  good  farm  dwelling 
with  barns  and  out-buildings  to  correspond,  a  fair 
assortment  of  live  stock,  and  all  the  other  appliances 
of  the  modern  agriculturist. 

Mr.  Woolsey  came  to  this  section  from  McKean 
County,  in  the  northwestern  part  of  Pennsylvania, 
where  for  a  period  of  five  and  one-half  years  he 
had  been  engaged  with  the  .State  Line  Oil  Com  pan}'. 
In  his  capacity  as  foreman  he  became  thoroughly 
familiar  with  this  valuable  product  of  the  subter- 
ranean earth,  and  was  greatly  interested  in  the  ex- 
periments and  discoveries  made  throughout  the  oil 
regions  in  general  of  the  Keystone  State.  From 
1864  until  1880  he  was  almost  uninterrui)tedly  en- 
gaged in  the  matters  pertaining  to  the  development 
of  this  product. 

Our  subject  was  born  in  Fairview,  Erie  Co.,  Pa., 
March  8,  1843,  and  is  the  son  of  Joseph  Woolsey, 


a  native  of  Dutchess  County,  N.  Y.  Ilis  paternal 
grandfather  and  his  groat-grandfatiu'r  bore  the 
Christian  name  of  Sampson.  Tlie  latter  was  a  na- 
tive of  England,  and  crossed  the  Atlantic  as  an 
officer  of  the  British  Revenue  under  King  George 
III.  Being  an  intelligent  man.  he  soon  perceived 
the  justice  of  the  cause  of  the  Colonists,  and  accord- 
ingly arrayed  himself  on  their  side.  A  large  le- 
ward  was  offered  by  the  King  for  his  capture,  dead 
or  alive,  as  he  had  been  a  very  efficient  officer,  and 
w!is  a  man  of  more  than  ordinary  capabilities.  He 
eluded  the  vigilance  of  the  British,  however,  did 
good  service  as  a  Revolutionary  soldier,  and  after 
the  conflict  was  ended  settled  in  Dutcliess  County, 
Js.  Y.,  where  he  spent  the  remainder  of  his  life. 
Sampson  Woolse}',  Jr.,  succeeded  his  father  on  the 
old  homestead  in  Dutchess  County,  and  there  died 
at  a  ripe  old  .age.  He.  carried  on  farming,  and 
reared  a  family  of  seven  sons  and  one  daughter, 
of  whom  Joseph,  the  father  of  our  subject,  was  the 
fourth  child ;  all  are  deceased.  Joseph  Woolse^^  was 
born  at  the  old  homestead  in  Dutchess  County,  where 
he  spent  his  boyhood  and  youth,  and  after  leaving 
tiie  district  school  learned  tlie  trade  of  blacksmith. 
While  still  unmarried  he  left  his  native  place,  and 
migrating  to  Cuy.ahoga  County,  Ohio,  established  a 
sinith}'  near  the  town  of  Cuyahoga  Falls.  There 
also  he  was  married  to  Miss  Hettie  Brown,  a  native 
of  that  count}',  and  the  daughter  of  .ludah  Brown. 
The  latter  was  born  in  one  of  the  Now  England 
.States,  where  he  was  reared  to  manhood,  and  learned 
the  trade  of  shoemaker.  Wliile  still  a  young  man 
he  also  emigrated  to  Cuyahoga  County,  Ohio, 
where  he  followed  his  trade  in  connection  with 
farming,  and  where  his  death  took  place  from  a 
cancer  on  the  f.ace,  about  1856. 

Joseph  Woolsey,  the  fatlier  of  our  subject,  after 
his  marriage  left  the  Buckeye  State,  and  settling  in 
Erie  Count}-,  Pa.,  followed  his  trade  there  until  his 
death,  which  took  place  in  1860,  at  the  advanced 
age  of  seventy-six  years.  The  mother  survived  her 
husband  a  period  of  nineteen  years,  and  her  death 
took  place  at  the  age  of  seventy-seven.  Joseph 
Woolsey  was  an  old-line  Whig,  politically,  and 
both  parents  were  members  in  good  standing  of 
the  Baptist  Church.  Our  subject  has  in  his  i)os- 
sessiou    an  ancient  wine   i;lass   of   llullaud    maiiu- 
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factui-e,  a  curious  and  handsome  article,  which 
was  brought  to  America  by  one  of  his  ancestors 
prior  to  the  Revohitionary  War.  Joseph  Woolsey 
was  imbued  with  the  same  patriotic  sentiments  that 
actuated  his  father  before  him,  and  later  did  good 
service  in  the  War  of  1S12,  together  with  Judah 
Brown,  the  maternal  grandfather  of  our  subject. 

The  subject  of  this  history  was  the  youngest  of 
twelve  children,  four  sons  and  eight  daughters,  born 
to  his  parents.  All  the  sons  and  five  of  the  daugh- 
ters are  still  living,  making  their  homes  in  the  States 
of  Minnesota,  Wisconsin  and  Pennsylvania.  Will- 
iam was  reared  to  manhood  in  his  native  county, 
acquiring  a  common-school  education.  After  the 
outbreak  of  the  late  Civil  War  he  enlisted.  Aug.  9, 
1862,  in  Company  C,  14.^)tli  Pennsylvania  Infantry, 
under  Capt.  Loomis  and  Col.  H.  L.  Brown.  The 
regiment  was  assigned  to  the  Army  of  the  Potomac, 
and  fought  its  first  battle  at  Antietam,  Sept.  17, 
1862.  On  the  13th  of  December  following  they 
were  present. at  the  battle  of  Fredericksburg,  Va., 
and  here  Mr.  Woolsey  received  a  bullet  wound 
through  both  thighs,  and  crippling  his  left  ankle. 
This,  it  is  hardly  necessary  to  say,  confined  him  for 
a  time  in  the  hospital,  and  incapacitated  him  for 
further  service.  He  received  his  honorable  dis- 
charge in  the  spring  of  1863,  and  returned  to  his 
old  home  in  Erie  County,  Pa. 

Mr.  Woolsey  early  in  life  had  been  taught  those 
habits  of  industry  which  form  the  basis  of  all  true 
manhood,  and  while  young  in  years  was  thrown 
upon  his  own  resources,  becoming  familiar  with 
hard  work.  Upon  retiring  from  the  service  he  mi- 
grated to  the  oil  regions  of  Pennsylvania,  and  there 
began  an  apprenticeship  which  continued  for  a 
period  of  fourteen  years.  He  was  married  in  Erie 
County,  July  2,  1872,  to  Miss  Hannah  Wolf,  who 
was  born  in  Mill  Creek  Township,  that  county, 
Feb.  9,  1848.  She  is  the  eldest  daughter  and  child 
of  Henry  and  Caroline  (Hayberger)  Wolf,  who 
were  natives  of  Tennessee,  and  who  are  still  living, 
continuing  at  the  home  which  they  have  occupied 
so  many  years  in  the  town  of  North  East,  Erie  Co., 
Pa.  They  have  attained  to  a  ripe  old  age,  and  are 
numbered  among  the  most  highly  respected  people 
of  that  region.  Their  familj^  in(^luded  seven  chil- 
dren, six  of  whom  are  living. 


Mrs.  Woolsey  was  reared  and  educated  in  her 
native  county,  and  lived  with  her  parents  until  her 
marriage.  She  and  her  husband  have  no  children, 
but  have  performed  the  part  of  parents  to  a  girl 
and  boy,  Mary  C.  and  George  H.,  to  whom  they 
have  given  their  own  name,  and  who  are  now  four- 
teen and  eleven  years  old  respectively,  and  con- 
tinue with  them.  The  Wolf  family  is  of  German 
ancestry,  and  possesses  in  a  marked  degree  the  re- 
liable and  substantial  qualities  of  that  nationality. 
This  branch  of  the  family  possesses  those  social  and 
mental  qualities  which  have  fitted  them  to  occupy 
a  leading  position  in  the  community,  where  they  are 
the  encouragers  of  those  projects  tending  to  the  high- 
est good  of  its  people.  Mr.  Wolf  in  about  1856 
became  identified  with  the  People's  Savings  Bank  at 
North  East,  Pa.,  with  which  lie  is  still  connected. 
Since  the  time  of  casting  his  first  vote  he  has  been 
an  ardent  supporter  of  Democratic  principles,  and 
socially,  belongs  to  the  Masonic  fraternity,  being  a 
member  of  Lodge  No.  399,  at  North  East,  Pa. 
Mr.  Woolsey,  politically,  votes  with  the  Democratic 
party  ;  socially,  he  belongs  to  the  Masonic  fraternity. 
Lodge  No.  26,  at  Beatrice;  he  is  also  connected 
with  the  G.  A.  R.,  Post  No.  201,  at  Plymouth,  Jef- 
ferson Co.,  Neb. 


(^^*HOMAS  HAND  is  a  fine  representative  of 
/4^^^  the  enterprising  and  energetic  young  far- 
^^0'  mers  of  Gage  County  who  are  nobly  doing 
their  part  toward  sustaining  and  developing  its 
great  agi'icultural  interests.  He  is  a  son  of  John 
Hand,  whose  biography  may  be  found  on  another 
page  of  this  volume.  Mr.  Hand  already  has  his 
farm  on  section  35,  Paddock  Township,  under  good 
tillage,  supplied  with  the  necessary  buildings,  and 
stocked  with  cattle  of  good  grades,  and  he  may  well 
feel  proud  of  what  he  has  accomplished  within  a 
few  years. 

Mr.  Hand  was  born  Qct."  31,  1857,  in  the  State 
of  Ohio,  and  there  the  first  years  of  his  life  were 
passed.  He  was  a  lad  of  eleven  years  when  the 
removal  of  his  parents  and  their  family  to  Clinton 
County,  Iowa,  took  place.  There  the  next  ten 
years  of  his  life  were  spent,  and  he  grew  to  be  a 
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man,  sturdy,  vigorous  and  self-reliant,  well  able  to 
make  his  own  way  successfully  in  the  world.  He 
was  twenty-one  years  of  age  whf  ii  he  came  to  Ne- 
br.iska  with  his  parents.  He  made  his  first  pur- 
chase of  land  of  tlie  Government,  buj'ing  eigiity 
acres  on  section  35,  and  had  just  money  enough  to 
meet  the  payment.  He  set  to  work  with  a  will  to 
improve  it  and  get  it  under  cultivation,  and  he 
prospered  so  well  in  his  farming  ventures  that  he 
was  subsequently  enaliled  to  buy  forty  acres  of 
land  adjoining  his  own,  in  the  same  section,  pur- 
chasing it  of  his  sister,  who  had  taken  it  under  the 
provisions  of  one  of  the  land  acts  and  had  proved 
upon  it.  He  now  has  a  valuable  farm,  well  adapted 
both  to  grain  and  stock  raising,  in  which  he  engages 
quite  extensivelj'  with  good  financial  success. 

Mr.  Hand  was  married,  April  9,  1885,  to  Miss 
Bessie  Craven,  a  (laughter  of  Isaac  and  Ellen 
Craven.  Mrs.  Hand  was  born  in  England,  and 
when  a  child  of  four  years  came  to  the  United 
States  with  her  parents.  They  located  in  Mont- 
gomery Countj',  Iowa,  and  there  Mrs.  Hand  was 
reared  and  educated.  In  September,  1881,  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Craven  removed  with  their  family  to  Mar- 
shall County,  Kan. 

Mr.  Hand  is  a  young  man  of  good  habits  and 
sound  principles;  he  is  intelligent  and  well  informed, 
and  is  classed  among  the  best  citizens  of  Paddock 
Township.  lie  takes  quite  an  interest  in  political 
questions  of  tlie  day,  and  is  a  firm  supporter  of  the 
Republican  party.  He  and  liis  amiable  young  wife 
are  members  of  the  Evangelical  Methodist  Church, 
and  thej-  are  zealous  workers  within  its  fold. 


m^^ 


^^EORGE  R.  GREER,  at  present  a  well-known 


ij  (=--  resident  of  the  city  of  Beatrice,   has  spent 


the  most  active  j-ears  of  his  life  as  a  farmer 
and  stock-raiser,  in  which  business  he  met  with  uni- 
form success,  accumulating  a  fine  propert}'.  Mar- 
shall County,  Ind.,  was  his  early  tramping  ground,  he 
having  been  born  in  the  vicinity  of  Plymouth,  Aug. 
15,  1842.  His  father,  John  Greer,  was  farmer  and 
carpenter  combined.  The  latter  was  born  in  Virginia 
in  1800,  and  is  now  living  in  Bourbon,   ln<l. 


The  mother  of  our  subject  was  in  her  girlhood 
Miss  P.  M.  Parks,  and  w.as  born  in  Kentucky,  in 
1814.  The  household  circle  included  seven  chil- 
dren, six  sons  and  one  daughter,  of  wliom  six  are  liv- 
ing, namely  :  Elizabeth,  James  M.,  George  R.,  John 
F.,  Marshall  F.  and  Oliver  P.  George  R.  was  the  thircj 
child,  and  spent  his  time  after  the  manner  of  most 
farmer's  sons,  attending  the  district  school  and  as- 
sisting in  the  lighter  labors  around  the  homestead. 
Soon  after  reaching  his  majorit3'  he  commenced 
farming  on  his  own  account,  settling  on  a  new  and 
heavily  timbered  tract  of  land  near  Bourbon,  Ind., 
consisting  of  eighty  acres,  which  he  cleareil  and 
upon  which  he  effected  considerable  improvement, 
and  where  he  continued  to  live  until  the  spring  of 
1877. 

Till'  1st  of  A|)ril  in  the  year  above  mentioned 
found  our  suliject  looking  around  in  this  county  for 
a  permanent  settlement.  He  first  located  in  Nemaha 
Township,  and  after  living  there  a  year  changed 
his  residence  to  Logan  Township,  where  he  pur- 
chased 320  acres  of  new  land,  upon  which  he  settled 
and  set  himself  vigorously  about  its  improvement. 
This  localitj-  pleased  him  and  here  he  continued  to 
reside,  adding  each  3'ear  something  to  the  value  of 
his  property.  He  subsequently  purchased  eighty 
acres  more,  and  is  now  the  owner  of  400  acres  in 
one  body.  He  has  a  substantial  and  commodious 
residence,  a  good  barn,  and  all  the  other  out-build- 
ings required  for  his  convenience  and  for  carrying 
on  agriculture  in  a  profitable  manner. 

Mr.  Greer  some  years  ago  turned  his  attention 
largely  to  the  raising  of  cattle  and  hogs,  and  in  the 
feeding  and  shipping  of  these  has  realized  a  snug 
fortune.  The  family  removed  from  the  farm  to 
Beatrice  in  March  of  1 885,  the  parents  being  anx- 
ious to  secure  for  their  children  a  better  education 
than  could  be  obtained  in  the  country  schools.  Mr. 
Greer  purchased  a  neat  residence  on  Ella  street, 
where  they  have  since  sojourned.  The  wife  of  our 
subject,  to  whom  he  was  married  Oct.  4,  1862,  wa8 
in  her  girlhood  Miss  Margaret  Martin,  and  their 
wedding  took  pl.ace  at  her  home  in  Bourbon,  Ind. 
Mrs.  Greer  was  born  near  Chillicothe,  Ohio,  Sept. 
2, 1S43,  and  is  the  daughter  of  Franklin  and  Louisa 
Martin,  who  were  natives  of  Massachussetts.  The 
father  is  deceased.    The  mother  lives  near  Bourbon, 
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Ind.  The  parental  family  consisted  of  nine  chil- 
dren. 

Our  subject  and  his  wife  commenced  the  journey 
of  life  together  in  a  neat  and  modest  home  in  Indi- 
ana, making  it  a  rule  to  live  within  their  income, 
and  have  labored  harmoniously  together  with  one 
common  interest.  Their  union  has  been  blessed  with 
three  children,  namely:  Elmer  E.,  who  has  partial 
management  of  the  farm ;  Walter  O.,  who  operates 
there  with  his  brother;  and  George  Martin,  who  is 
pursuing  his  studies  in  the  schools  at  Beatrice.  Mr. 
Greer  while  a  resident  of  Logan  Township  served 
as  Justice  of  the  Peace  until  his  removal  to  Beatrice. 
Politically,  he  affiliates  with  the  Republican  party, 
and  is  a  prominent  figure  in  the  county  conventions, 
being  often  chosen  as  a  delegate  to  these  assem- 
blies. 

,^,  APT.  NATHANIEL  HEREON,  Chief  of 
11 1  ^.  the  Fire  .Department  of  the  city  of  Beatrice, 
'^^y  and  ex-member  of  the  Nebraska  Legislature, 
is  one  of  the  most  prominent  and  popular  men  of 
Gage  County.  He  would  be  singled  out  in  any 
community  as  a  personage  endowed  by  nature  with 
more  than  ordinary  gifts.  He  is  of  commanding 
presence,  of  Herculean  muscle,  of  fine  features,  and 
his  deep  bass  voice  is  at  once  musical  and  impressive. 
His  career  has  been  marked  by  a  nobility  of  pur- 
pose all  through  life,  in  his  social  and  domestic 
relations  as  well  as  before  the  public,  in  his  civil  as 
well  as  his  military  service  in  the  Union  Army  dur- 
ing the  late  war. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  born  In  Guernsey 
County,  Ohio,  Aug.  13,  1834.  His  parents  were 
Thomas  and  Jane  (Triplet)  Herron,  the  former  a 
native  of  Pennsylvania  and  the  latter  of  Virginia. 
Thomas  Herron  was  a  shoemaker  bj'  trade,  and  en- 
gaged in  the  boot  and  shoe  business  for  many  years. 
During  the  late  war  he  enlisted  as  a  private  in  the 
12th  Indiana  Cavalry,  refusing  a  Lieutenant's  com- 
mission, and  after  being  discharged  he  returned  to 
his  home;  he  was  afterward  killed  in  a  railroad  ac- 
cident in  Indiana.  By  tiiis  sad  calamity  two  sons 
were  left  fatherless — Nathaniel  (our  subject)  and 
his  brother  Thomas.     Both  were  soldiers. 

As  a  boy  young  Herron  at  an  early  age  evinced 
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the  brilliancy  of  intellect  and  the  resolution  of 
character  which  have  since  distinguished  him.  He 
was  fond  of  his  studies,  and  when  a  lad  of  thirteen 
years  became  a  student  of  Dayton  (Ohio)  Aeadem3\ 
Later  he  served  an  apprenticeship  at  the  shoema- 
ker's trade  under  the  instruction  of  his  father,  and 
worked  at  this  until  reaching  his  majority.  At  the 
age  of  twenty-two  years  he  left  the  home  of  his 
childhood,  and  making  his  way  to  Indiana  set  up 
in  business  for  himself  at  Delphi,  in  Carroll  County. 
He  was  a  great  favorite  among  young  and  old,  and 
there  became  acquainted  with  a  most  estimable 
young  ladjs  Miss  Delilah  T.  McFarland,  to  whom 
he  was  married  Sept.  25,  1858,  and  soon  afterward 
removed  with  his  bride  to  LaFayette,  Ind.,  where 
he  again  established  the  boot  and  shoe  business,  and 
carried  on  a  prosperous  trade  until  the  breaking 
out  of  the  war.  With  an  habitual  unselfishness 
which  had  been  the  distinguishing  trait  of  his 
character,  he  now  laid  aside  his  personal  plans  and 
interests,  and  enlisted  in  Company  G,  20th  Indiana 
Infantry.  His  popularity  with  his  comrades  at 
once  secured  for  him  the  Captaincy  of  the  company. 
The  20th  Indiana  was  assigned  to  the  Army  of  the 
Potomac,  and  Capt.  Herron  did  valiant  service  as 
a  soldier  in  the  country  around  Richmond,  when  it 
■was  believed  he  could  be  still  more  useful  in  re- 
cruiting the  16th  Indiana  Battery.  The  plans  con- 
nected with  this  were  subsequently  changed,  and 
Capt.  Herron  became  a  member  of  the  72d  Indiana 
Infantry,  which  was  then,  in  1862,  being  organized. 
He  was  again  given  a  Captain's  commission,  and 
assigned  with  his  regiment  to  the  Armj'  of  the 
Cumberland,  declining  a  Majorship. 

After  a  few  months,  being  greatly  debilitated  by 
continued  fever,  Capt.  Herron  was  obliged  to  ac- 
cept his  honorable  discharge.  He  returned  to  his 
old  haunts  at  LaFayette,  Ind.,  but  after  recovering 
his  strength  again  hastened  to  the  rescue  of  his 
country,  enlisting  this  time  with  the  150th  Indiana 
Infantry.  Henceforth  he  did  duty  on  the  non- 
commissioned staff,  and  remained  in  the  service 
until  the  close  of  the  war,  receiving  his  final  dis- 
charge in  August,  1865. 

After  leaving  the  army  Capt.  Herron  resumed 
business  in  LaFayette,  Ind.,  one  year,  then  crossing 
the  Mississippi  located  in  Waukon,  Iowa,  where  he    , 
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built  up  an  extensive  boot  and  shoe  trade,  and 
where  he  resideil  five  jcais.  Thenee,  in  1871,  he 
came  to  lliis  countj^  and  homcsteaded  160  acres  of 
land  in  Clatonia  Township.  He  not  only  labored 
incessantly  in  improving  his  own  property,  but 
ever  lent  a  helping  hand  when  possible  to  those 
about  him.  Many  are  the  men  whom  he  liefriended, 
and  who  still  live  to  speak  of  the  kindness  they 
experienced  at  his  hands.  He  endured  in  common 
with  the  other  pioneers  hardship  and  privation,  the 
discouragement  of  indifferent  crops,  the  battle  with 
the  grasshopper  plague,  and  in  the  main  was  suc- 
cessful. 

Capt.  Herrou  was  early  recognized  as  one  of  the 
most  industrious  and  skillful  farmers  of  the  new 
county,  but  became  prominent  in  local  affairs,  and 
in  1877  was  elected  a  member  of  the  Legislature 
to  fill  a  vacancy.  In  the  fall  of  1879  he  was  elected 
Sheriff  of  Gage  County  by  a  large  majority.  He 
had  in  the  meantime  removed  to  the  city  of  Bea- 
trice in  order  to  complete  the  education  of  his  two 
lovely  daughters,  Loretta  May  and  Leta  Grace. 
This  period  of  his  life  was  so  fraught  with  content 
and  happiness  that  he  one  daj'  remarked  to  his  wife 
he  feared  it  could  not  last.  His  words  proved  pro- 
phetic, for  during  the  winter  of  1879-80  scarlet 
fever  carried  awaj'  these  lovely  girls,  and  the 
stricken  parents  were  bowed  to  earth  under  the 
stroke.  In  their  deep  afHiclion  they  had  the  sym- 
pathy of  the  entire  community.  These  children, 
like  their  parents,  were  pobse5sed  of  more  than 
ordinary  intelligence,  and  were  fine  musicians,  hav- 
ing inherited  the  rare  art  of  singing  and  voices  of 
more  than  ordinary  melody  from  their  parents, 
Capt.  Herron  being  a  magnificent  bass  singer  and 
his  wife  a  fine  alto. 

For  the  period  of  six  ^-ears  Capt.  Herron  filled  the 
office  of  Sheriff  acceptably,  receiving  the  last  two 
terms  a  unanimous  election,  the  Democrats  bring- 
ing forward  no  candidate  against  him.  He  at  one 
time,  with  the  exception  of  one  vote,  received  the 
entire  support  of  both  parties.  In  188G  he  was 
appointed  Chief  of  the  Fire  Department  at  Bea- 
trice under  Mayor  E.  O.  Kretsinger,  and  immediately 
organized  two  volunteer  companies,  which  were 
soon  followed  b3-  two  more.  His  services  in  the 
department  have  been  characterized  by  that  zeal, 


energy  and  conscientiousness  which  have  distin- 
guished him  through  life  in  every  worthy  cause. 
The  result  is  that  the  city  of  Beatrice  possesses  the 
finest  fire  department  of  any  cit}-  in  Nebraska. 

Soon  after  he  became  connected  with  the  de- 
partment Capt.  Herron  was  presented  with  a  gold 
badge  by  the  hook  and  ladder  company,  which  was 
soon  followed  by  the  presentation  by  the  three 
hose  companies  of  a  silver  trumpet  which  is  valued 
at  the  sum  of  $60.  Through  his  untiring  efforts 
in  the  giving  of  musical  concerts  and  the  solicit- 
ing of  private  donations,  assisted  by  other  means, 
Capt.  Herron  succeeded  in  obtaining  a  hook-and- 
ladder  truck  for  the  department  without  expense 
to  the  city,  and  which  is  valued  at  $400.  He  has 
indeed  become  one  of  the  indispensable  features 
of  the  department.  He  carries  his  honors  with 
exceeding  modesty.  He  identified  himself  with  the 
Masonic  fraternity  and  with  the  J.  O.  O.  F.  many 
years  ago,  and  is  also  a  Past  Commander  in  the 
G.  A.  R.  While  a  resident  of  Clatonia  Township 
he  was  instrumental  in  the  organization  of  the  first 
Sunday-school  within  its  limits.  His  politics  have 
already  l)een  indicated,  and  the  Republican  party 
has  no  more  efficient  man  in  the  county.  His 
property  consists  of  three  dwellings  in  the  city  of 
Beatrice,  besides  a  choice  vine^vard,  embracing  five 
acres  northeast.  His  residence  is  pleasantly  situated 
on  Ella  street,  and  is  the  frequent  resort  of  hosts 
of  friends. 

Mrs.  Herron,  who  has  proved  a  mostsuitable  help- 
mate to  such  a  man  as  her  husband,  was  born  May  20, 
1814,  in  Carroll  County,  Ind.,and  is  the  daughter  of 
Enoch  and  Delilah  (Knight)  JIcFarland,  who  were 
natives  of  Kentucky  and  Ohio  respectively ;  they 
are  both  deceased. 

HRISTIAN  HILL.  The  gentleman  whose 
name  stands  at  the  head  of  this  sketch  is  one 
the  most  substantial  and  reliable  citizens 
of  Glenwood  Township,  with  whose  business  and 
agricultural  interests  he  has  been  identified  for  a 
I)eriod  of  twenty  years.  A  native  of  Luzerne 
County,  Pa.,  he  was  bom  Nov.  18,  1840,  and  reared 
to  manhood  amid  the  quiet  pursuits  of  country  life. 
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When  a  lad  of  about  thirteen  jears  he  left  the  hills 
of  the  Keystone  State  with  his  parents,  and  his 
home  thereafter  was  in  Lee  County,  111.,  until  he 
was  a  man  nearly  thirty-nine  years  old.  Thence,  in 
March,  1879,  he  came  to  this  county,  and  has  since 
been  a  resident  of  Glenwood  Township.  He  owns 
and  occupies  a  good  farm  of  160  acres  on  section 
29,  and  is  surrounded  by  those  comforts  and  con- 
veniences which  are  the  legitimate  reward  of  the 
man  \rhose  labors  have  been  characterized  by  per- 
severance and  integritj'.  He  has  labored  industri- 
ously in  the  improvement  of  his  homestead,  as  its 
appearance  indicates.  Besides  the  erection  of  suit- 
able buildings  be  has  planted  fruit  and  shade  trees, 
which  not  only  serve  to  embellish  his  property,  but 
add  materially  to  its  value. 

The  parents  of  our  subject,  Nathan  and  Judith 
(Billhimer)  Hill,  were  natives  of  Luzerne,  Pa., 
The  father  was  a  farmer  by  occupation,  and  died  in 
Lee  County,  111.,  in  1876;  the  mother  is  now  living 
at  the  old  homestead  in  Lee  County. 

Christian  Hill  was  reared  to  habits  of  honesty 
and  industry,  and  at  an  early  age  learned  those 
lessons  of  self-reliance  and  economy  which  have 
been  the  secret  of  his  success  in  later  years.  When 
twenty-one  years  old  he  began  the  struggle  of  life 
on  his  own  account,  and  at  the  age  of  twenty-three 
established  domestic  ties  of  his  own  by  his  union 
with  one  of  the  most  estimable  j'oung  ladies  of 
Lee  Count3',  III.,  Miss  Ellen  M.  Bossemeyer,  to 
whom  he  was  married  on  the  3<\  of  September, 
1863,  at  Cairo.  Mrs.  Hill  is  the  daugliler  of  Fred- 
erick and  Hannah  (Gaumer)  Bossemeyer,  the  for- 
mer a  native  of  the  Province  of  Hanover,  Germany, 
and  the  latter  of  Pennsylvania.  The  father  emi- 
grated to  the  United  States  at  an  early  period  in 
his  life,  and  after  marriage  the  parents  settled  in 
the  Kej'stone  State,  whence  they  emigrated  to  Illi- 
nois in  1852  or  1853.  There  the  father  engaged  in 
farming,  and  departed  this  life  at  his  home  in 
Dixon,  in  March,  1883.  The  mother  is  still  living 
and  a  resident  of  Dixon,  111.  Their  famil3'  con- 
sisted of  ten  children,  seven  of  whom  are  living. 
Mi-s.  Hill  was  born  Dec.  8,  1846.  and  spent  the 
opening  years  of  her  life  in  Pennsylvania.  She 
completed  a  good  practical  education  in  Illinois, 
and  remained  with  her  patents  uutil  becoming  the 


mistress  of  her  own  household.  Of  her  union  with 
our  subject  there  have  been  born  eight  children, 
seven  sons  and  one  daughter,  six  of  whom  survive, 
namely:  Franklin  M.,  Alice  M.,  John  A.,  Herbert 
N..  Elmer  F.  and  Arthur;  George  E.  and  Chalmer 
A.  died  when  young.  Mrs.  Hill,  about  1878,  identi- 
fied herself  with  the  Lutheran  Evangeli(;al  Church, 
of  which  she  has  since  been  a  devoted  member.  Mr. 
Hill  has  for  his  religion  the  precepts  of  the  Golden 
Rule,  and  in  politics  is  a  stanch  Democrat. 


ETER  NELSON.  Of  the  large  number 
who  have  come  from  across  the  sea  to 
make  for  themselves  and  their  loved  ones 
a  home  in  the  New  World,-  there  are  few 
who  are  more  worthy  of  success  than  the  intelligent, 
industrious,  indefatigable  and  independent  sons  of 
Sweden,  who  from  their  habit  of  settling  in  colonies 
would  appear  to  be  somewh.at  intrenchant  in  their 
proclivities.  The  farm  of  our  subject  is  upon  sec- 
tion 5  of  Glenwood  Township,  adjacent  to  his 
father,  Mons  Nelson.     (See  sketch.) 

Our  subject  was  born  in  the  southern  part  of 
Sweden_on  the  26th  of  May,  1853.  and  received  in 
the  schools  of  his  native  country  a  fair  education. 
He  came  to  the  United  States  in  1870  in  company 
with  his  father,  who  settled  in  Nemaha  County. 
Our  subject  remained  upon  this  homestead  assisting 
in  its  work  until  the  year  1877,  when  he  started  in 
life  on  his  own  account,  having  been  working  up 
to  this  desirable  end  since  he  had  attained  his 
majority.  He  now  made  his  home  in  Kearnej-, 
Neb.,  and  for  four  years  engaged  in  business  as  a 
liveryman,  thence  removing  at  the  end  of  that 
period  to  this  county,  in  the  fall  of  1882,  when 
he  settled  in  Glenwood  Township  upon  a  farm  of 
1 20  .acres,  which  he  has  greatly  improved,  and 
brought  to  a  splendid  condition. 

While  in  Kearney  our  subject  was  united  in  mar- 
riage, March  31,  1880,  with  Charlotte  Dahlstrom, 
who  is  the  daughter  of  Samuel  and  Charlotte  (H.an- 
son)  Dahlstrom.  She  was  born  in  Central  Sweden, 
on  the  loth  of  August,  1855.  There  have  been 
given  to  our  subject  and  wife  two  children,  Oscar, 
the   first-horn,    however,  living    only  six    months. 
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Tlieir  second  child,  Leroj',  was  born  Aug.  28,  1882, 
niid  is  a  source  of  continuons  deliglit  to  iiis  parents. 
Our  subject  is  possessed  of  large  intelligence, 
which  he  has  not  omitted  to  strengthen  and  im- 
prove by  study,  and  by  his  energy,  thrift  and  labor 
is  rapidly  becoming  one  of  the  most  prosperous 
farmers  in  his  district.  He  takes  great  interest  in 
educational  matters,  and  has  been  called  upon  to  fill 
some  of  the  school  offices,  ile  is  a  highl}'  esteemed 
member  of  the  I.  O.  O.  F.  and  the  A.  0.  U.  W. 
His  sj'mpathies  as  a  politician  are  with  the  Repub- 
lican partj-,  and  by  the  members  of  tlie  same  in  his 
district  he  is  looked  upon  as  a  valuable  adjunct  to 
the  working  force  of  the  partj'.  It  is  not  too  much 
to  say  that  in  days  not  far  distant  it  is  more  than 
probable  that  his  efforts  will  be  recognized,  and  it 
is  certain  that  should  such  opportunitj'  arise  the 
people  of  Nebraska  will  have  no  occasion  to  regret 
their  selection. 
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,ARKEN  COLE.  The  Great  West  has  not 
only  developed  energetic  and  enterprising 
business  men  from  its  native  residents,  but 
it  has  held  out  irresistible  inducements  to  men  of 
sound  judgment  and  excellent  ability,  who  have 
been  attracted  fiom  the  older  and  more  populous 
States;  it  has  not  only  been  the  haven  of  thousands 
of  poor  men,  who  have  come  with  empty  purses  and 
hands,  willing  to  replenish  them  by  honest  labor, 
but  it  has  proved  the  most  promising  and  lucrative 
investment  for  men  of  wealth  and  influence. 
Among  those  of  the  latter  class  who  have  assisted 
in  the  development  of  the  natural  resources  of  so 
rich  a  country,  and  have  been  closely  identified, 
with  the  interests  of  this  Slate,  is  the  gentleman  in 
whose  honor  this  sketch  is  written.  He  has  been  a 
resident  of  this  county  since  1880. 

Our  subject  was  born  on  the  31stof  March,  183.5, 
in  Troy,  N.  Y.,  and  is  a  son  of  Lewis  and  Polly 
(Coon)  Cole,  who  were  also  natives  of  New  Y'ork. 
Of  their  ancestors  we  have  the  following  record : 
The  great-great-grandfather  of  our  subject,  accom- 
panied by  his  two  brothers,  came  to  the  United 
States  from  Holland,  and  were  early  settlers  in  New 
Y'ork  City.     The  great-grandfather   was   a  slave- 


owner in  Dutchess  County,  N.  Y'.,  and  all  of  tlie 
ancestors  of  our  subject  resided  on  the  Hudson 
River,  and  were  engaged  in  mercantile  and  :>gri- 
cultural  pursuits.  The  grandfather  was  John  I.  P. 
Cole.  About  the  year  1800  the  father  of  our  sub- 
ject wjis  engaged  in  the  mercantile  business  in  Troy, 
in  which  he  continued  for  several  years,  but  later 
in  life,  having  accumulated  a  large  amount  of 
wealth,  he  discontinued  his  business,  and  lived  a 
retired  life  in  the  enjoyment  of  ease  and  comfort. 
He  died  in  1872,  eleven  years  after  the  death  of  the 
mother  of  our  subject,  and  was  the  father  of  ten 
children,  eight  sons  and  two  daughters,  of  whom 
our  subject  is  the  youngest. 

While  living  in  his  native  city  Mr.  Cole  received 
an  academic  education,  and  while  verging  on  young 
manhood,  when  he  w.as  not  at  school,  he  worked  .it 
the  carpenter  trade  on  buildings  near  Troy,  be- 
longing to  his  father.  The  old  homestead  in  that 
citj'  has  been  in  possession  of  the  family  for  over 
100  3'ears,  and  is  at  present  owned  by  Thomas  Ct)le, 
a  brother  of  our  subject.  In  1857  Mr.  Cole  went 
to  Woodford  County,  III.,  to  look  after  some  land 
which  he  owned,  and  he  also  worked  at  his  trade 
and  made  his  home  in  that  county  until  he  came  to 
Nebraska,  on  a  similar  errand,  to  look  after  his 
land  .and  property,  which  required  his  attention  the 
greater  part  of  the  lime.  From  a  healthy  boy  he 
h.ad  grown  to  be  a  strong  man  of  portly  physique, 
and  when  the  Civil  War  engaged  the  attention  of 
the  country's  loyal  citizens  our  subject  was  inca- 
pacitated for  service  in  lier  behalf  because  of  his 
portliness,  but  in  order  to  prove  his  loyalty  he  paid 
a  substitute  §1,000.  His  father  sent  two  men  to 
represent  the  family  in  that  trying  crisis. 

In  1880  our  subject  came  to  Nebr.aska,  and  set- 
tled on  the  land  which  constitutes  his  present  home 
farm,  consisting  of  320  acres  on  the  south  half  of 
section  2G,  Midl.and  Township,  adjoining  the  cor- 
poration of  Beatrice.  Eight  years  .ago  this  land 
was  raw  prairie,  on  which  no  improvements  had 
been  m.ade,  but  by  the  enterprise  of  the  owner 
there  are  now  fine  maple  groves,  fruit  orchards, 
and  other  trees  in  abundance,  while  the  fields  yield 
excellent  harvests  of  all  kinds  of  cereals  and  farm 
produce.  The  residence  which  adorns  this  tine  farm 
is  one  ot  the  handsomest  and  best  in  the  county,  is 
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large  ami  commodious,  and  furnished  in  excellent 
style  and  taste.  Tiie  farm  buildings  are  large  and 
substantial,  and  harmonize  iu  appearance  with  the 
handsome  house.  Mr.  Cole  owns  480  acres  of  land 
in  this  county,  and  has  some  valuable  property  in 
Florida.  He  is  one'of  the  founders  of  the  People's 
Bank  in  Beatrice,  and  has  been  connected  with  it 
since  the  time  of  its  organization.  The  business 
block  in  which  this  bank  is  located  was  built  by  our 
subject,  and  is  the  finest  in  the  city,  and  one  of  the 
finest  in  the  State,  and  is  owned  by  the  banking 
company. 

The  gentleman  of  whom  we  write  was  married, 
May  13,  1857,  to  Miss  Laura  M.  Dustin,  who  was 
born  in  Rensselaer  County,  N.  Y.,  and  is  a  daughter 
of  N.  A.  Dustin.  They  have  two  children  living, 
named  Emma  E.  and  Albert  T.;  Lydia  E.  is  de- 
ceased. Mrs.  Cole  is  an^esteemed  member  of  the 
Baptist  Church,  and  is  a  talented  lady,  possessing 
many  charms  of  true  womanhood.  Mr.  Cole  has 
never  connected  himself  with  any  secret  or  religious 
society,  but  is  well  known  as  a  leading  man  in 
public  affairs,  having  frequently  held  office  in  his 
township.  He  is  a  Republican  in  politics,  is  quite 
wealthy  and  enterprising,  and  enjoys  the  reputation 
of  being  the  owner  of  the  most  valuable  and  best 
located  farm  in  tlie  county,  while  his  association 
with  the  bank  gives  him  prominence  among  busi- 
ness men  in  Beatrice. 
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Eil  RNEST  BOSSEMEYER  is  the  proprietor  of 
one  of  the  best  appointed  farms  of  Glenwood 
'tj  Townsliip,  pleasantly  located  on  section  19, 
and  in  him  we  find  one  of  the  most  intelligent,  ener- 
getic men  of  this  county.  A  native  of  the  then  King- 
dom of  Westphalia,  situated  in  the  northern  part  of 
the  German  Empire,  he  was  born  June  18,  1838, 
and  comes  from  tiiat  sturdy  and  substantial  element 
which  has  done  so  much  toward  the  development 
of  the  Great  AVest.  To  Germany  is  America  largely 
indebted  to-day  for  the  progress  slie  has  made  as  a 
nation  of  freedom  and  intelligence,  and  one  who 
has  obtained  her  best  elements  from  the  sons  of  the 
Fatherland. 

Our  subject  spent  the  years  of  his  childhood  and 


early  youth  amid  the  scenes  of  liis  birthplace,  and 
in  common  with  the  children  under  one  of  the  i)est 
governments  in  the  world,  was  placed  in  scliool  at 
an  earl}'  age,  remaining  under  instruction  until  a 
lad  of  fourteen.  He  was  bright  and  ambitious, 
took  kindly  to  his  books,  and  when  sixteen  years 
old  had  formed  a  well-developed  plan  for  the  fu- 
ture. This  was  none  other  than  emigration  to 
America,  upon  whose  soil  he  believed  he  could 
sooner  realize  those  worthy  ambitions  which  had 
visited  his  couch  in  dreams  when  a  boy. 

Y'oung  Bossemeyer,  in  November,  1854,  bade 
adieu  to  his  native  land  and  the  scenes  of  his  child- 
hood, and  proceeding  to  Bremen  embarked  on  a 
sailing-vessel  bound  for  the  city  of  Baltimore, 
where  he  lauded  six  weeks  later,  and  after  a  brief 
sojourn  made  his  wa}'  to  a  point  south  of  Dixon, 
in  Lee  County,  111.,  where  he  engaged  in  farming 
and  remamed  for  a  period  of  eight  years.  He  then 
changed  his  location  to  the  vicinity  of  Sterling, 
wiiere  he  remained  two  years,  was  tliereafter  in 
Morrison  one  year,  then,  crossing  the  Mississippi, 
took  up  his  abode  in  Hardin  County,  Iowa.  In  the 
Hawkeye  State  Mr.  Bossemeyer  engaged  in  farming 
until  the  fall  of  1882,  when  he  came  to  this  county 
and  settled  in  Glenwood  Township,  of  which  he 
has  since  been  a  resident. 

The  property  of  Mr.  Bossemeyer  includes  160 
acres  of  finely  cultivated  land,  upon  which  he 
has  effected  good  improvements,  fully  in  keeping 
with  the  enterprise  and  intelligence  which  he  pos- 
sesses in  no  ordinarj'  degree.  The  farm  residence 
is  noticeable  for  its  air  of  convenience,  neatness 
and  comfort,  and  the  barn  and  other  out-buildings 
are  good.  There  are  fruit  and  shade  trees,  choice 
live  stock,  cattle,  horses  and  swine,  and  all  the 
other  appliances  of  a  well-regulated  country  estate. 

While  industriously  engaged  in  the  tilling  of  the 
soil,  our  subject  has  at  the  same  time  given  due 
attention  to  the  cultivation  of  his  intellect,  being 
one  of  the  best  informed  men  in  Gage  County.  He 
chooses  a  choice  and  instructive  course  of  reading, 
is  independent  in  religious  thought  and  convictions, 
and  stands  upon  that  broad  and  liberal  platform 
characteristic  of  the  school  of  modern  thought. 
The  world  of  art  and  nature  provides  him  abun- 
dant recreation,  and   lie  delights  in  following  the 
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researches  of  science,  whose  course  is  ever  onward 
and  progressive.  In  his  domestic  relations  he  is 
peculiarly  blessed,  having  a  very  interesting  and 
intelligent  fauiil}-,  composed  of  a  wife  and  six 
children,  the  latter  comprising  a  group  of  which 
the  parents  have  reason  to  be  proud. 

The  marri.age  of  Ernest  Bossenieyer  and  Miss 
Anna  Ackerman  w.as  celebrated  at  the  home  of  the 
bride,  in  Sterling,  111.,  Dec.  25,  1863.  Mrs.  B., 
like  her  husband,  was  born  in  Germany,  her  early 
home  having  been  in  Hesse-Cassel,  where  she  first 
opened  her  eyes  to  the  light  Aug.  12,  1  84G.  Her 
parents  were  Paul  and  Christine  Ackerman,  natives 
of  Germany.  The  mother  has  long  since  been 
dead, and  the  father  is  living  in  Whiteside  County, 
111.  Mrs.  Bossemeyer  came  to  the  United  States 
with  her  father  in  1850,  and  until  her  marriage 
■was  a  resident  of  Illinois.  This  union  resulted  in 
the  birth  of  eight  children,  two  of  whom,  John  and 
Clara,  died  at  the  ages  of  nine  months  and  five 
3'ears  respectively.  Those  surviving  are:  Eliza- 
beth, Henry,  Frank,  Ernest,  Harry  and  Paul;  the 
eldest  is  twenty-four  j-ears  of  age.  Eliz.ibeth  is  the 
wife  of  George  Marshall.  Amidst  the  surroundings 
of  such  a  home  as  theirs,  it  is  but  natural  they  should 
grow  up  i)ussessing  all  the  qualities  of  good  citizen- 
ship, an  honor  to  their  parents  and  useful  members  of 
the  community.  Mrs.  Bossenieyer  is  a  ladj'  of  more 
than  ordinary  intelligence,  the  suitable  companion 
in  all  respects  of  such  a  man  as  her  husband.  In 
politics  Mr.  Bossemeyer  supports  the  principles  of 
the  Republican  party. 


J^  ANIEL  FREEMAN,  who  is  one  of  the  best 
ji)  known  citizens  of  this  county,  has  been  a 
^  prominent  character  here  since  the  close  of 
the  war,  and  as  a  farmer  and  stock-raiser  has 
accumulated  quite  a  fortune.  His  home  is  located 
on  section  26,  Blakelj'  Township,  the  ground  being 
well  adapted  to  generjil  farming  and  stock-raising, 
lying  as  it  does  along  Cub  Creek,  which  supplies  it 
with  water,  and  at  the  same  time  furnishes  an  abun- 
dance of  timber.  Tiie  farm  at  present  embraces  about 
1,480  acres  of  land,  IGO  acres  of  which  formed  the 


original  homestead,  the  first  one  taken  in  the  United 
States,  and  which  has  a  historj'  of  national  interest. 

Mv.  Freeman  was  born  in  Preble  County,  Ohio, 
on  the  26tii  of  April,  1826,  and  was  of  a  fine  fam- 
il}",  most  of  the  members  of  which  have  been  en- 
gaged in  .agricultural  pursuits.  His  father,  .Samuel 
Freeman  (who  died  on  the  6tli  of  February,  in 
the  year  1887,  at  Abingdon,  Knox  Co.,  111.,  at  the 
advanced  age  of  eighty-four  years),  was  born  in 
Vermont  in  the  early  part  of  the  present  century, 
and  came  of  a  hardy,  old  New  England  ancestry. 
Wiiile  yet  a  single  man  he  went  to  Ohio,  where  he 
married  after  a  time  a  Miss  Phosbe  Willis,  who  is 
a  native  of  that  State,  and  is  yet  living  at  her  liome 
in  Abingdon,  at  the  good  old  age  of  eighty-four 
years,  still  in  possession  of  her  mental  f.aculties,  and 
cheerful  and  happy  as  is  her  natural  disposition. 
In  1835  the  parents  of  our  subject  had  moved  to 
the  above-named  city,  where  they  were  among  the 
early  pioneers  of  Knox  County,  and  for  many  years 
prominent  citizens  and  successful  farmers,  tlie  father 
being  prominent  as  a  politician  in  behalf  of  the 
old  Whig  and  Republican  principles  for  many  ^-ears. 

Our  subject  is  the  eldest  but  one  of  a  family  of 
six  sons  and  one  daughter,  all  his  brothers  now  be- 
ing deceased,  while  the  sister,  who  is  the  eldest  of 
tiie  family,  is  yet  living  on  a  farm  near  Abingdon, 
the  wife  of  Walter  Richmond.  Four  of  the  brothers 
of  our  subject  died  when  young  and  single  men, 
one  of  them,  .lames  H.,  having  served  as  a  private 
in  the  83d  Illinois  Infantry  during  the  Rebellion, 
and  dying  from  exposure  and  sickness  at  Ft.  Douel- 
son.  He  w.is  a  graduate  from  Abingdon  College, 
and  h.ad  a  bright  future  before  him.  Our  subject 
w.as  not  (piite  ten  years  old  when  his  father  moved 
from  Preble  County,  Ohio,  to  Illinois,  and  he  grew 
to  manhood  in  the  latter  State,  and  about  the  time 
of  the  war  became  connected  with  the  interests 
of  the  Government,  and  w.as  sent  West  and  South- 
west. While  thus  engaged  he  traveled  over  a  large 
portion  of  the  undeveloped  Western  country-,  I)e- 
coming  one  of  the  most  familiar  cliar.acters  of  this 
section.  He  was  peculiarly  adapted  for  coming  in 
contact  with  unruly  frontiersmen  and  the  n.ative 
Indians,  n.ature  having  endowed  him  with  an  un- 
usually commanding  physique,  whose  nobility  was 
heightened  bj-  his  militar3'   air,  and  his  keen    black 
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eye  seemed  to  penetrate  through  hidden  things. 
He  has  ridden  over  the  wilds  of  the  West  acting  as 
a  watch  against  the  wary  Indians,  for  weeks  at  a 
time,  leaving  his  saddle  only  to  gain  refreshment 
by  sleep,  and  then  making  it  his  pillow  as  he  lay  on 
the  hard  ground.  Such  has  been  the  character  of 
his  experience  that  he  has  a  wide  range  of  informa- 
tion and  unlimited  knowledge  of  the  countr}'  in 
which  he  took  up  his  permanent  residence  before 
the  close  of  the  war. 

Mr.  Freeman  has  been  interested  in  the  promo- 
tion of  the  welfare  of  his  countj-,  and  while  he  is 
a  prominent  figure  in  local  politics,  he  is  classed 
among  the  independent  Republicans.  He  was  mar- 
ried in  Illinois  to  Miss  Elizabeth  Wilber.  who  was 
born  in  Oliio,  and  came  to  Illinois  when  she  was 
young.  She  was  a  true  helpmate  to  her  husband, 
and  sympathized  with  him  in  his  labors  until  the 
time  of  her  death,  which  occurred  in  Rock  Island, 
111.,  in  1861.  She  left  three  children,  of  whom  we 
have  the  following  record  :  J.  F.  makes  his  home  in 
Des  Moines,  Iowa;  Charles  lives  in  Hoxie,  Kan.; 
Loretta,  the  wife  of  Martin  Rich,  also  makes  her 
home  in  Hoxie.  Our  subject  was  a  second  time 
married,  in  Scott  County,  Iowa,  on  the  8th  of  Feb- 
ruary, 1865,  to  Miss  Agnes  Suiter,  who  was  born 
in  Le  Claire,  that  county,  on  the  16th  of  Novem- 
ber, 1843,  and  is  the  daughter  of  John  and  Eliza 
(Wright)  Suiter,  who  are  natives  of  Ohio.  The 
father  was  a  rapids  pilot  on  the  Mississippi  River, 
and  his  father  was  also  engaged  in  a  like  business. 
The  grandfather  of  Mrs.  Freeman,  Philip  Suiter, 
was  an  early  settler  in  Ohio,  where  he  spent  a  num- 
ber of  years,  and  afterward  came  to  this  State,  mak- 
ing his  home  in  DeAVitt,  Saline  County.  There  he 
lived  a  retired  life  for  some  time,  and  died  on  the 
25th  of  November,  1884,  at  the  age  of  eighty-five 
years.  He  had  been  four  times  married,  his  last 
wife  surviving  him  but  a  short  time,  she  having 
died  since  1884.  John  Suiter  moved  to  Iowa 
when  the  State  was  in  the  beginning  of  its  develop- 
ment, while  he  was  yet  a  young  and  single  man, 
and  he  became  engaged  as  a  pilot  for  boats  over 
the  rapids  between  Le  Claire,  Davenport  and  Rock 
Island.  He  has  since  made  his  home  in  the  first- 
named  city,  and  having  retired  from  river  life,  he 
devotes  some  attention  to  farniing,  his  place  on  tiie 


river  now  being  supplied  by  his  two  sons.  He  is 
now  sixty-six  j'ears  old,  and  is  living  in  Le  Claire 
with  his  wife,  whom  he  married  in  Iowa. 

Mrs.  Freeman  was  reared  to  womanhood  in  her 
native  county,  entering  Abingdon  College  when 
she  was  fourteen  years  old,  and  after  completing 
her  education  she  taught  school  for  some  time, 
one  term  of  which  labor  was  spent  in  this  county, 
she  being  the  first  teacher  in  Blakely  Township,  and 
her  school  taught  in  a  private  house.  She  is  the 
mother  of  seven  children,  one  of  whom,  named 
Daniel,  died  when  he  was  three  j'ears  old,  and  of  the 
remaining  six,  Samuel,  James,  John,  Frank  and  Le 
Claire,  are  at  liorae ;  Eliza  is  the  wife  of  Webster 
Carre,  and  resides  in  Beatrice.  Mr.  and  Mi's.  Free- 
man are  highly  esteemed  as  old  settlers,  and  are  in- 
fluential and  enterprising  citizens.  The  following 
extract  from  the  Beatrice  Daily  and  Weekly  Ex- 
press describes  the  manner  in  which  our  subject 
secured  his  homestead  in  this  county:  "One  of  the 
events  connected  with  the  early  settlement  of  Gage 
County,  which  will  eventuall}'  form  a  page  of  na- 
tional history,  is  the  taking  up  of  the  homestead  of 
Daniel  P>eeman,the  first  under  the  Homestead  Act. 
The  securing  of  the  first  homestead,  or  the  filing  of 
the  first  application  by  Mr.  Freeman,  was  more  by 
accident  than  design.  The  '"Homestead  Act"  was 
approved  on  the  20th  of  May,  1862,  and  took  efl'ect 
Jan.  1,  1863.  In  July,  1862,  Mr.  Freeman  pur- 
chased a  '-squatter's  right,"  which  he  held  until  the 
31st  day  of  December  following.  The  rights  of  a 
squatter  consisted  in  his  possession  of  the  land  by 
actual  settlement  thereon,  and  whatever  improve- 
ments he  had  made,  in  this  case  the  improvements 
being  a  log  cabin,  a  log  stable  and  a  little  breaking. 
The  Government  land-office  was  located  at  Brown- 
ville,  and  on  December  31  Mr.  Freeman  went  to 
that  place  to  make  an  entry  and  file  his  application 
under  the  homestead  laws.  At  this  time  he  had 
been  regularly  enlisted  in  the  United  States  Army, 
and  was  in  Nebraska  upon  special  duty.  He  was 
under  orders  to  report  to  headquarters,  and  was 
therefore  in  some  haste  to  file  his  application,  for 
which  purpose  he  had  gone  to  Brovvnville.  At  the 
hotel  where  Mr.  Freeman  put  up  there  was  a  ball, 
and  upon  invitation  he  joined  the  party.  Balls  at 
that  time  were   not  .as  frequent  as  now,  and   places       , 
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large  eiiougli  U>  hold  a  ball  in  were  still  scarcer 
than  balls.  During  the  evening's  entertainment 
Mr.  Freeman  was  introduced  to  a  j'oung  man  who 
was  to  be  clerk  or  assistant  to  the  land-office  re- 
ceiver. By  this  3'oung  man  Mr.  Freeman  was  in- 
formed that  the  next  day  being  New  Year's,  and 
consequently  a  holidaj',  the  office  would  not  be 
open.  Mr.  Freeman  stated  the  urgency  of  his  busi- 
ness, and  that  he  w.as  ordered  to  report  to  the  army 
headquarters  without  dela}',  and  said  it  would  be  a 
great  accommodation  to  him  if  he  could  file  his  ap- 
plication before  leaving  for  the  array.  Upon  this 
representation  of  the  state  of  affairs,  the  clerk  sent 
for  the  Register,  and  at  midnight  the  office  was 
opened,  and  before  12  :05  o'clock  on  the  morning  of 
January  1,  Mr.  Freeman  had  made  his  filing  upon 
the  first  homestead  ever  taken  under  the  Homestead 
Act.  Herewith  is  a  verbatim  copy  of  the  record,  so 
far  as  it  relates  to  tlie  homestead  in  question : 
The  United  States  of  America  to  Daniel  Freeman. 
Homestead  Certificate  No.  1,  Application  No.  1. 

TJie  United  States  of  America,  to  all  ivJiom  these 
presents  shall  come.  Greeting:  Whereas — There 
has  been  deposited  in  the  General  Land  Office  of 
the  United  States  a  certificate  of  the  Register  of 
the  Land  Office  at  Brown ville,  Nebraska,  whereby 
it  appears  that  pursuant  to  the  Act  of  Congress  ap- 
proved the  20th  of  May.  A.  D.,  18C2,  '-to  secure 
homesteads  to  actual  settlers  on  the  public  domain," 
and  the  acts  supplemental  thereto,  the  claim  of 
Daniel  Freeman  has  been  established  and  duly  con- 
summated in  conformity  to  the  law  for  the  south 
half  of  the  northeast  quarter,  and  the  northeast  quar- 
ter of  the  northwest  quarter,  and  the  southwest 
quarter  of  the  northeast  quarter,  of  section  twenty- 
six,  in  township  4,  north  of  range  5  east,  in  the  dis- 
trict of  lands  formerly  subject  to  saleat  Brownville 
(now  Beatrice,  Neb.),  containing  one  hundred  and 
sixty  (160)  acres,  according  to  the  official  plat  of 
the  survey  of  the  said  land  returned  to  the  General 
Land  Office  by  the  Surveyor  General; 

Now  Know  Te  :  That  there  is  therefore  granted  by 
the  United  States  unto  the  said  Daniel  Freeman  the 
tracts  of  land  above  described,  to  have  and  to  hold 
the  said  tracts  of  land  with  the  appurtenances  there- 
of, unto  the  said  Daniel  Freeman  and  his  heirs  and 
assigns  forevci. 


In  Testimony  Whereof:  L  Ulysses  S.  Grant,  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States  of  America,  have  caused 
these  letters  to  be  made  Patent  and  the  Seal  of  the 
General  Land  Office  to  be  hereunto  affixed. 

Given  under  my  hand  at  the  city  of  W.asliington 
the  first  day  of  September,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord 
one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  sixty-nine,  and  of 
the  Independence  of  the  United  States,  the  ninety- 
fourth. 

U.  S.  Grant,  President. 
/  '^^'"^ —    j     L  Baruett,  Secretary. 

■(    SEAL.    ^    J    ^y_  Granger,    Recorder  of   thb 
General  Land  Office. 

Recorded  Volume  1,  Page  1. 

Filed  for  record  at  the  office  of  the  County  Clerk, 
January  5th,  A.  D.,  1870.  at  4  o'clock  P.  M.,  and 
recorded  in  Deed  Record  "F,"  at  Page  1 1 4.  Re- 
corded January  6th,  A.  D.,  1870. 

Mrs.  W.  C.  Strohm,  of  this  city,  is  now  painting 
a  large  picture  of  the  old  homestead,  and  the  new 
and  comfortable  mansion  in  which  Mr.  Freeman 
now  resides,  which  will  be  forwarded  to  Mrs.  John 
A.  Logan,  at  her  request,  and  placed  among  her 
great  collection  of  antiquities  and  relics.  Mr.  Free- 
man has  certainly  complied  with  the  spirit  and  let- 
ter of  the  law  in  taking  this  piece  of  land,  having 
made  it  his  continuous  home  ever  since  his  dis- 
charge from  the  army.  It  is  located  just  four  miles 
from  this  city.  A  view  of  it,  engraved  from  a  pho- 
tograph, is  presented  in  this  volume.  We  are  the 
more  gratified,  however,  to  present  to  our  readers 
the  portrait  of  the  distinguisheil  owner  of  this  proi>- 
erty.     This  may  be  found  on  an  adjoining  Jiage. 

Mr.  Freem.an  has  been  prominently  identified 
with  the  public  affairs  of  this  county,  having  been 
Sheriff  and  Coroner  of  the  county,  and  Justice  of 
the  Peace  of  his  township  for  twelve  years,  and  he 
justly  merits  acommendatory  notice  in  this  work. 


'jl?  AWRENCK  SHEEN,  who  is  operating  the 
I  (?S;  farm  of  his  father  in  Grant  Township,  has 
j^'--^.  been  a  resident  of  this  county  only  since 
the  spring  of  1  887,  but  has  already  established  him- 
self as  an  enterprising  and  industrious  citizen,  emi- 
nently   fitted    to    rank  among    the    members  of   a 
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commuiiitj'  more  than  ordinarily  intelligent.  He 
is  tbe  youngest  son  and  cliild  of  Peter  and  Melissa 
(Robinson)  Sheen,  who  aie  now  living  retired  in 
Peoria  County,  111.,  where  thej'  settled  during  its 
pioneer  days.  The  elder  Sheen,  it  is  believed, 
represents  property  to  the  amount  of  $100,000. 
He  was  for  a  time  a  resident  of  this  county,  and 
purchased  a  section  of  land  in  Grant  Township,  of 
which  he  still  retains  ownership. 

The  fatlier  of  our  subject  is  a  native  of  Ireland, 
but  crossed  the  Atlantic  with  hisparents  when  a  mere 
child,  the  latter  settling  in  Peoria  County.  HI.,  where 
Peter  was  reared  to  manhood.  There  also  his  son, 
our  subject,  was  born,  Nov.  14,  1869.  The  pa- 
rental  household  included  fifteen  children,  and  one 
of  the  sisters  married  J.  R.  Higgins,  of  Grant 
Township,  this  county,  a  sketch  of  whom  appears 
elsewhere  in  this  volume,  and  in  which  mention  is 
made  more  fully  of  the  parents.  Mr.  Sheen  is  a 
j'oung  man  energetic  and  capable,  takes  pride  in 
his  farming,  and  is  a  general  favorite  among  the 
people  of  his  community,  who  during  his  brief  so- 
journ here  have  learned  to  value  him  at  his  true 
worth.     He  operates  160  acres  on  section  26. 

^  ON.  SOLON  M.  HAZEN,  late  a  member  of 
irjj\)  the  Nebraska  Legislature,  is  uow  engaged 
jV^^  as  a  general  merchant,  and  also  gives  a 
(^)  large  share  of  his  attention  to  farming  and 
stock-raising.  He  is  a  man  of  means  and  promi- 
nence, and  one  who  has  contributed  materially  to 
the  business  and  agricultural  Interests  of  South- 
ern Nebraska.  His  farm  lies  just  outside  the  cor- 
poration, on  Mud  Creek,  in  Rockford  Township, 
and  comprises  160  acres  of  fertile  land,  which  has 
been  brought  to  a  fine  state  of  cultivation.  Within 
the  city  also  he  owns  quite  a  number  of  unim- 
proved building  lots,  which  will  in  due  time  un- 
doubtedly realize  for  him  a  snug  sum  of  money. 
He  is  industrious,  energetic  and  enterprising,  just 
such  a  man  as  is  needed  in  the  progress  and  ad- 
vancement of  a  growing  town. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  is  the  son  of  Suel 
Hazen,  who  was  a  native  of  Fonda  County',  Vt., 
whence  he  removed   early   in  life  to  Little  Falls, 


N.  Y.  There  he  completed  his  education.  His 
father  having  died  when  he  was  but  a  little  lad 
two  years  of  age,  he  was  taken  into  the  home  of 
his  brothers,  with  whom  he  lived  until  fifteen.  He 
then  went  up  into  the  Black  River  Country,  in 
the  Empire  State. 

Solon  M.  Hazen  was  born  in  Denmark,  N.  Y., 
Aug.  11,  1829,  and  continued  there  under  the  pa- 
rental roof  until  reaching  manhood.  He  received 
a  common-school  education,  and  when  of  suitable 
years  and  attainments  adopted  the  profession  of  a 
teacher,  and  thereafter  for  some  years  taught  and 
studied  alternately  until  approaching  the  thirtieth 
year  of  his  age.  Then,  desirous  of  a  change  of 
scene  and  occupation,  he  migrated  across  the  Mis- 
sissippi in  1857  to  Brown  Countj',  Kan.,  where  he 
spent  one  winter,  and  whence  the  following  April 
he  came  to  this  county. 

Mr.  Hazen,  upon  taking  up  his  abode  in  Southern 
Nebraska,  found  himself  among  the  earliest  pio- 
neers, there  being  then  but  a  few  families  in  this 
region,  viz:  that  of  Mr.  Marlin,  Henry  Elliot, 
three  other  families,  Jacob  Toff,  the  son-in-law  of 
Elliot  James,  and  a  Mr.  Johnson  and  family.  There 
were  also  Rankin  Johnson  and  Pat  Geary,  who  oc- 
cupied log  houses  north  of  the  present  site  of  Blue 
Springs.  They  had  settled  upon  wild  land,  and 
were  doing  their  best  to  make  a  living  and  culti- 
vate the  soil.  Of  those  early  settlers  only  Mrs. 
James  M.  Johnson  and  our  subject  are  living,  be- 
sides some  of  the  children  of  the  former.  Mr. 
Hazen  found  a  log  house  on  the  land  he  purchased 
containing  three  rooms,  and  occupied  his  claim 
until  the  fall  of  1861.  Then,  returning  to  Lewis 
County,  N.  Y.,  he  engaged  in  teaching  until  1867. 
A  few  months  later  he  purchased  the  Journal  and 
Jtejjublican  at  Lowville,  which  he  conducted  three 
years.  In  1  868  he  removed  with  his  family  to  the 
West,  taking  up  his  abode  at  Blue  Springs,  this 
county,  and  has  since  been  a  resident  of  this  lo- 
cality. 

The  marriage  of  our  subject  and  Miss  Prissa  A. 
Vary,  of  Harrisburg,  N.  Y.,  was  celebrated  at  the 
home  of  the  bride,  Dec.  24,  1863.  This  lady  is 
the  daughter  of  Deacon  Willett  Vary,  and  was  born 
Oct.  27,  1837,  in  New  York.  Mr.  and  3Irs.  Hazen 
became  the  parents  of  eight  children,  seven  of  whom 
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are  living,  viz:  Nellie,  Anna,  Grant  and  Grauo 
(twins),  Bessie,  Lulu  P.  and  George.  Clarence 
died  when  si.K  years  old;  Nellie,  the  eldest  daugh- 
ter, is  the  wife  of  Onier  J.  Doland,  and  Anna  the 
wife  of  James  Shields,  both  of  Blue  Springs.  The 
other  children  are  at  home  with  their  parents.  The 
f.ainily  residence  is  pleasantly  located  just  outside 
the  cit3',  and  in  all  its  appointments  is  indicative  of 
fine  taste  and  ample  means. 

Mr.  Hazen  in  1884  was  elected  to  the  Nebraska 
Legislature,  on  the  Republican  ticket,  and  was 
soon  placed  on  various  important  committees,  in- 
cluding that  of  Ways  and  Means,  and  Cities  and 
Villages,  and  was  also  Chairman  of  the  Peniten- 
tiiiry  Committee.  In  this  position,  as  in  ail  others 
which  he  has  been  called  on  to  fill,  Mr.  Hazen 
exhibited  the  same  industry  and  effiiMency  which 
have  been  the  most  leading  trails  of  his  character. 
Among  other  good  works  which  have  been  placed 
to  his  credit  was  the  introduction  of  the  bill  per- 
fecting the  title  to  property  in  the  city  of  Wymore, 
which  he  engineered  safely  tlirough  until  it  be- 
came law.  He  also  entered  a  bill  to  compel  rail- 
roads to  establish  depots  in  towns  of  oOO  population. 
His  vote  was  always  rccordetl  on  the  side  of  the 
people  and  in  behalf  of  their  best  interests. 

Besides  his  legislative  labors  Mr.  Hazen  has  held 
the  office  of  County  Corami.ssioner,  two  years  at 
one  time  and  one  year  at  another  time.  He  was 
Justice  of  the  Peace  at  Blue  Springs,  and  incum- 
bent of  the  post-office  at  Blue  Springs  from  18G9 
to  1878,  there  having  been  very  few  holding  this 
office  previously  at  this  point.  He  was  the  second 
Surveyor  of  Gage  County,  and  has  been  one  of  its 
most  industrious  and  efficient  men. 

The  genealogy  of  the  Hazen  family-  is  found  to 
be  as  follows:  Suel  Hazen  was  born  at  Denniston, 
Vt.,  April  25,  1793,  and  married  Betsey  Graves,  of 
Copenhagen,  N.  Y.,  Jan.  7,  181,0.  They  resided  at 
Denmark,  and  became  the  parents  of  seven  chil- 
dren. Suel,  the  son  of  Edward,  was  born  at  Gro- 
ton,  Mass.,  May  21,  1738,  and  was  twice  married, 
first  to  Sarah  Willard,  of  Lancaster,  Jan.  10,  1758. 
After  her  death  he  was  united  in  marriage  to  Mrs. 
Bathrick,  of  Lunenburg.  Mr.  Hazen  resided  in 
Shirley  until  1790,  then  moved  to  Swansea,  and 
from  there,  in  1794,  to  Little  Fidls,  N.  Y.,  where 
^«  


his  death  took  place  in  1791).  Samuel  Hazen,  his 
father,  was  born  July  20,  1C99.  and  married  .Sarah 
Harriman,  of  Rowley,  Oct.  1,  1723.  The}*  lived 
there  until  1736,  and  removed  thence  to  Groton  in 
1749,  when  he  purchased  a  farm.  Afterward  this 
w.as  annexed  to  Shirley,  forming  its  entire  southern 
boundary  line.  The  estate  remained  in  the  family 
for  five  generations.  He  was  Selectman  of  Sterling 
in  1753,  when  the  town  was  organized,  and  after- 
ward heUl  tiie  same  office  several  years.  Says  the 
Record  of  Shirley:  '-Few  families  pass  through  four 
generations  like  the  Hazens,  of  Shirley,  maintaining 
such  a  general  good  character,  and  sustaining  such 
invarial)le  thrift."  His  father  w.as  the  Rev.  Edward 
Hnzcn,  the  immediate  .ancestor  of  the  family  who 
first  represented  it  on  this  side  the  Atlantic.  He 
was  born  in  1660,  and  died  in  1748.  He  married 
Jane  Priehard.  His  father,  Edward,  was  born  Sept. 
18,  1649,  and  also  came  to  Rowley. 


TOWNSEND  has  for  a  number 
creditably  served  in  the  employ- 


W)ILLIAM 
of  j-ears 
ment  of  the  Government  as  Postmaster  in 
Hanover  Township,  the  postoffice  having  been  lo- 
cated .at  his  residence  in  1874.  He  w.as  one  of  the 
appraisers  of  the  land  when  securing  a  right  of  way 
for  the  Union  Pacific  Railroad,  and  h.as  been  prom- 
inently identified  in  public  affairs  in  this  county 
since  1870.  He  was  born  on  the  1st  of  February, 
1829,  in  Delaware  County,  N.  Y.,  and  is  a  son  of 
Moorehouse  and  Anna  (Johnson)  Townsend,  who 
were  natives  of  Fairfield  County,  Conn.,  and  New 
York  State,  respectively.  The  father  was  a  boy 
nine  years  old  when,  in  1812,  his  family  moved  from 
Connecticut  to  New  York,  and  having  all  his  life 
lived  in  close  proximity  to  the  great  ocean,  he  grew 
up  with  a  desire  to  try  his  fortune  on  the  water. 
He  l)ecame  a  sailor  and  followeil  the  life  of  a '-jolly 
tar"  until  he  was  about  thirty  years  old,  when  he 
quit  bis  roving  life  and  engaged  in  farming. 

The  father  of  our  subject  resided  in  his  native 
State  until  the  3'ear  1864,  when  he  went  to  LaSalle 
County,  III.,  and  remained  until  the  time  of  his 
coming  to  Nebraska  in  1  M70.  He  settled  on  a  farm 
in  Hanover  Township,  on  which  he  lived    for  ei<;ht 
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years,  his  death  occurring  in  1  S78.  The  mother  of 
our  subject  is  still  living,  and  although  she  is  eighty- 
three  years  old  she  enjoys  good  health,  and  is  in 
possession  of  all  her  faculties.  She  noakcs  her  home 
with  her  children,  who  are  glad  to  have  with  them 
the  mother  who  has  done  so  much  for  them,  and 
besides  our  subject  they  are:  Eunice,  the  wife  of 
Daniel  Griffin;  Caroline,  the  wife  of  William  Bar- 
rett, and  Wallace. 

Our  subject  was  early  initiated  into  the  duties  of 
farm  life,  of  which  he  was  expected  to  assume  his 
share,  and  he  received  his  education  from  the  com- 
mon schools  under  some  disadvantages,  the  greatest 
of  which  was  the  distance  which  he  was  compelled 
to  walk  in  order  to  reach  tlie  school-house.  The 
nearest  school  was  held  at  a  distance  of  four  miles 
from  his  home,  in  order  to  reach  which  he  had  to 
cross  a  mountain.  We  can  imagine  that  the  jour- 
ney to  and  fro  was  not  altogether  devoid  of  pleas- 
ure, since  our  subject  had  presented  to  him  the 
varied  beautiful  scenery  of  a  mountainous  country, 
and  inhaled  the  fresh,  invigorating  air. 

On  the  24th  of  November,  1851,  our  subject  was 
married  in  Bradford  County,  Pa.,  to  Miss  Mary 
Denton,  who  was  a  native  of  Delaware  County,  N. 
Y.,  and  in  about  the  year  1860  had  removed  with 
her  parents  to  the  first-named  State,  whither  our 
subject  went  to  claim  her  as  his  wife.  Our  subject 
sold  his  property  for  $5,500,  and  invested  the 
amount  of  $5,000  in  land  in  Connecticut,  whither 
he  went  in  18(54,  to  Fairfield  County.  He  subse- 
quently found  that  other  parties  had  a  life  lease  on 
the  same  land,  and  he  was  obliged  to  vacate  it,  but 
still  holds  the  deed,  and  will  come  into  possession  of 
the  land  upon  the  death  of  the  present  occupants. 
In  1866  he  went  to  Illinois  and  rented  some  land  in 
LaSalle  County,  and  while  living  there  bis  house 
was  destroyed  bj'  fire.  He  concluded  to  go  further 
West,  and  thus  came  to  Nebraska,  and  purchased 
160  acres  of  raw  prairie  land  at  $7  per  acre,  and 
has  added  to  that  amount  until  now  he  is  the  owner 
of  320  acres  of  land  devoted  to  farming  and  stock- 
raising. 

Ou  the  11th  of  March,  1874,  our  subject  was 
called  to  mourn  the  death  of  his  wife,  who  left  eight 
children  to  his  care,  namely:  Robert,  Paulina, 
Daniel  (deceased;,   Duwane,  Emma,  James,  John 


and  Mary  E.  Two  years  later  our  subject  married 
Mrs.  Mary  Jane  Post,  nee  Shearer,  who  was  a  native 
of  Pennsylvania,  and  was  born  in  Perry  County  on 
the  6th  of  October,  1842.  By  this  marriage  they 
have  one  child,  named  Cora  Belle.  Mr.  Townsend  is 
an  able  advocate  of  the  Republican  party,  and  has 
taken  an  active  part  in  the  public  affairs  of  his 
township,  having  served  as  Justice  of  the  Peace  for 
several  years.  He  is  a  public-spirited  and  enter- 
prising citizen,  and  for  many  years  has  been  an 
honored  and  influential  member  of  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church. 

eHARLES  E.  VAN  PELT,  whose  beautiful 
farm  is  situated  on  section  7  of  Sherman 
Township,  has  brought  into  his  daily  farm 
occupations  and  duties  all  that  vim,  enterprise, 
nervous  energy,  ambitious  progressiveness  and 
shrewd  common  sense  which  are  the  characteristics 
by  which  the  Western  American  is  chiefly  endowed 
in  the  mind  of  the  foreigner,  who  reads  or  speaks 
about  him.  His  father,  R.  H.  Van  Pelt,  was  born 
in  New  Jersey,  in  1 808.  He  left  that  State  when 
twenty  two  years  of  age,  and  went  to  Jersey  County, 
111.,  and  entered  heartily  into  agricultural  work, 
continuing  in  the  same  until  the  year  1858,  when 
he  died. 

The  maiden  name  of  the  mother  of  our  subject 
was  Penelope  Stout,  who  was  born  in  New  Jersey, 
in  the  year  1810.  She  married  Mr.  Van  Pelt  pre- 
vious to  his  removal  from  their  native  State  to 
Illinois.  Their  family  came  to  include  seven  chil- 
dren, all  of  whom  were  bright,  naturall3'  healthy 
sons.  Of  these  five  attained  man's  estate  and  en- 
tered the  ranks  of  honorable  citizenship.  The 
names  borne  by  them  are  as  here  appended :  Alex- 
ander, a  farmer  of  Jersey  County,  111. ;  Clark,  a  resi- 
dent of  Macon  County,  Mo.,  and  the  proprietor 
of  a  first-class  harness-making  establishment;  Win- 
field  S.,  of  Jersey  County,  111.,  who  is  following  the 
trade  of  a  carpenter;  our  subject,  and  Wilbur  F.,  a 
furrier  of  Macon  County,  Mo. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  born  upon  the 
Jersey  County  homestead,  on  the  22d  of  December, 
1846,  and  continued  to  reside  with  his  parents  un- 
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til  he  (itwined  his  majority.  There  was  little  room 
in  his  life,  filled  as  it  was  with  farm  duties  and  labor 
from  boyhood,  for  the  educational  process,  although 
this  might  have  been  changed  had  the  o|>portunity 
for  obtaining  an  education  been  more  complete,  but 
there  was  very  little  chance  for  such  profitable  in- 
vestment of  time  and  mental  power,  and  the  result 
was  that  his  education,  by  force  of  circumstances, 
was  somewhat  neglected;  but  upon  the  more  prac- 
tical subjects  of  labor  he  was  more  at  home,  and 
entered  the  j'ears  of  manhood  fully  equiiiped  for 
the  conflict. 

The  removal  of  our  subject  to  Nebraska  occurred 
in  1869,  when  he  came  to  this  county  and  purchased 
n,  quarter-section  of  land  at  the  rate  of  $2  per  acre. 
It  was,  of  course,  in  a  virgin  state,  and  he  immedi- 
atel}'  set  to  work  to  bring  about  a  more  complete 
and  useful  order  of  things,  bestowing  much  thougiit 
and  labor  upon  it.  It  was  not  long  before  smiling 
fields,  waving  grain  and  tasseled  corn  took  the  place 
of  the  tall,  waving,  wirj-  prairie  grass.  His  claim 
shanty  was  removed  after  the  lapse  of  a  few  years, 
and  a  more  commodious  and  beautiful  residence 
took  its  place,  but  it  lacked  attractive  power  and 
comfort  to  him.  Sept.  27,  1877,  he  supplied  the 
"one  thing  needful"  to  transform  the  house  into  a 
home.  Ti)nt  year  he  entered  into  wedlock  with  Car- 
rie Linscott,  the  attractive  and  accomplished  daugh- 
ter of  Mr.  and  Jlrs.  Jeremiah  Linscott,  natives  of 
Indiana,  but  subsequently  residents  of  Ohio,  where, 
in  Greene  County,  their  daughter  Carrie  was  born 
upon  the  1st  of  October,  1852.  Her  father  still 
resides  at  the  old  home,  which  was  sanctified  to  him 
by  the  birth  of  his  child,  and  made  more  sacred  in 
subsequent  years  as  the  scene  of  the  last  hours  of 
his  wife,  who  died  Oct.  8,  1881,  aged  fifty-eight 
years  and  six  months.  The  home  of  our  subject 
and  his  wife  has  been  illuminated,  and  its  felicity 
enhanced,  bj'  the  birth  of  five  children,  to  whom 
have  been  given  the  following  names:  Linscott  S., 
"Wilbur  F.,  Fannie  L.,  Richard  F.  and  Carrie. 

Mr.  Van  Pelt  was  among  the  early  pioneers  of 
this  State,  and  settled  when  neighbors  were  few  and 
far  between,  when  Nebraska  City  was  the  depot  of 
import  and  export,  and  the  onl3'  market.  He  ex- 
perienced all  the  trials,  difficulties,  hardships,  i)ri- 
vations   and    pleasures   of    pioneer  life,   and    has 


watched  with  keen  interest  the  phenomenal  develop- 
ment and  brilliant  advance  of  this  Slate,  that  has  just 
passed  the  point  in  number  of  years  between  minor- 
ity and  majority.  Our  subject's  political  sympa- 
thies are  with  the  Republican  party,  and  always 
have  been.  He  has  held  with  much  honor  and 
credit  the  most  important  offices  of  the  township, 
including  that  of  Justice  of  the  Peace  for  a  term 
of  four  years,  of  Assessor  for  ten  years  in  succces- 
sion,  and  member  of  the  School  Board  for  six  years. 
Socially,  he  is  connected  with  the  ancient  fr.aternity 
of  Free  Masonry,  and  is  a  true  and  faithful  f rater 
of  the  lodge  at  Beatrice.  His  working  tools  are 
not  allowed  to  lie  by  in  idleness,  but  each  and  every 
one  are  used  after  their  own  order  and  in  their  sev- 
eral works,  with  the  result,  necessary  and  natural, 
that  he  is  honored  and  respected,  not  merely  within 
the  mystic  circle  of  his  Masonic  home,  but  also 
wherever  true  manhood  and  high  character  are  ad- 
mired and  esteemed.  This  sentiment  is  likewise 
shared  in  by  his  wife  and  family. 


ELBRIDGE  H.  BURINGTON,  real-estate 
agent.  Notary-  Public  and  Police  Alagistrate 
for  the  city  of  Blue  Springs,  is  numbered 
among  its  prominent  and  well-to-do  citizens.  He 
is  the  owner  of  a  fine  home  on  Washington  street, 
between  Broad  and  Main,  and  has  other  improved 
real  estate  in  this  citj'. 

Our  subject  is  the  ofifspring  of  an  excellent  fam- 
ily who  trace  their  ancestry  back  to  the  early  set- 
tlers of  Vermont  and  New  Hampshire.  His  father, 
Rensselaer  Burington,  was  born  in  the  State 
of  Vermont,  in  1812,  where  he  w.as  reared  and 
educated,  and  learned  the  trades  of  carpenter  and 
millwright.  These  trades  he  followed  until  about 
twenty-five  j'ears  of  age,  then  leaving  New  En- 
gland, established  himself  as  a  boot  and  shoe  manu- 
facturer in  Springfield,  Pa.  He  operated  thus 
successfully'  for  a  period  of  fifteen  j'ears,  then  dis- 
posing of  his  interests  in  the  Keystone  State,  mi- 
grated to  Lee  County,  111.,  and  purchasing  a  tract  of 
land,  built  up  a  fine  farm.  He  sojourned  there  also 
fifteen  j-ears,  then  crossed  the  Jlississippi  into  Tama 
County,  Iowa,  where  he  kept  a  confectionery  store. 
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Later  lie  leturned  to  Illinois,  establishing  a  similar 
store  and  adding  to  it  a  stock  of  groceries.  In  1879 
he  sold  out,  and  coming  to  this  county  took  up  his 
residence  in  Blue  Springs,  where  lie  spent  the  re- 
mainder of  his  life. 

The  father  of  our  subject  was  a  ver3'  industrious 
and  enterprising  man,  and  during  his  early  man- 
hood greatly  interested  in  public  affairs,  and  served 
as  a  Captain  of  Militia  until  the  repeal  of  the  law 
relating  to  military  affairs.  Religiously,  he  was  first 
connected  with  the  Christian  Church,  and  later  with 
the  First-Day  Adventists.  He  was  married,  in  Ver- 
mont, in  1833,  to  Miss  Lucy  Pike,  a  native  of  New 
Hampshire,  and  thej'  became  the  parents  of  six 
children,  all  of  whom  lived  to  mature  years,  and  of 
whom  four  still  survive.  Mrs.  B.  was  the  daughter 
of  John  and  Clarissa  (Parker)  Pike,  and  was  born 
April  12, 1813.  She  continued  at  home  during  her 
childhood  and  youth,  and  is  still  living,  making  her 
home  with  her  son,  our  subject.  Rensselaer  Bur- 
ington  departed  this  life  Jan.  17,  1881. 

The  paternal  grandfather  of  our  subject,  Ami 
Burington  by  name,  and  a  native  of  Connecticut, 
was  a  millwright  b}'  trade,  and  also  carried  on  farm- 
ing. Upon  removing  from  his  native  State  he 
located  first  in  Vermont,  and  thence  removed  to 
Erie  Countj-,  Pa.,  where  he  si)ent  the  remainder  of 
his  life.  Elbridge  IL,  the  subject  of  this  sketeii,  was 
born  in  Springfield,  Eric  Co..  Pa.,  Feb.  8,  1837, 
where  he  remained  with  his  parents  until  reachincr 
his  majority.  He  was  educated  in  the  common 
schools  and  worked  with  his  father  on  the  farm  un- 
til leaving  Pennsylvania  in  1859,  and  settling  in 
Lee  County,  111.  He  preceded  the  family  to  the 
latter  place,  they  following  the  next  year.  He  was 
a  resident  there  for  a  period  of  twenty-seven  years, 
working  on  his  farm  in  Amboy  and  also  engaging 
in  carpentering. 

In  1863  Mr.  Burington,  who  had  always  given 
much  attention  to  religious  subjects,  and  who  un- 
questionably possessed  fine  talents  as  a  speaker, 
entered  the  ministry  and  thus  labored  in  the  Mas- 
ter's vineyard  for  a  period  of  ten  years.  In  the 
meantime  he  was  also  employed  at  his  trade  and 
carried  on  his  farm.  At  the  expiration  of  this  time 
he  abandoned  manual  labor  and  accepted  the  pasto- 
rate of  both  the  Advent  and  Christian  Churches  at 


different  points,  continuing  in  the  ministry  there- 
after, and  being  located  six  3-ears  in  Genoa.  De 
Kalb  County.  Subsequently  he  spent  one  3'ear  as 
an  evangelist,  and  tiien  returned  to  his  former 
charge,  remaining  another  year.  He  was  held  in 
high  esteem  by  the  people  among  whom  he  labored, 
and  withdrew  from  the  ministry  only  when  failing 
health  compelled  the  step. 

Mr.  Burington  came  to  this  county  in  the  spring 
of  1880,  and  after  a  season  of  rest  and  quietude 
resumed  his  trade  of  carpentering,  and  finally  oper- 
ated as  a  contractor  and  builder.  He  assisted  in 
the  erection  of  many  of  the  important  buildings  of 
Blue  Springs,  including  Rice  Bros.'  Block,  the  Bar- 
inger  Block,  and  indeed  most  of  the  brick  blocks 
now  standing.  He  also  purchased  ground  which  he 
built  upon,  and  is  now  the  possessor  of  valuable 
property'.  He  worked  industriously  during  a  sea- 
son when  many  others,  discouraged,  left  the  place. 
He  was  finally  compelled  to  abandon  his  contract 
business  and  take  up  something  less  laborious;  giv- 
ing his  attention  wholly  to  real  estate,  he  is  now  in 
the  enjoyment  of  a  handsome  income. 

The  marriage  of  Elbiidge  H.  Burington  and 
Miss  Mary  A.  Aldrich  was  celebrated  at  Inlet,  Lee 
Co.,  111.,  May  1,  1858.  This  union  resulted  in  the 
birth  of  four  children,  one  of  whom  died  in  infancy. 
Those  surviving  are:  Orin  E.,  Eva  M.  and  Alice  B. 
Mrs.  B.  is  the  daughter  of  Joseph  and  Zilpha  Aid- 
rich,  and  was  born  in  the  State  of  Vermont,  on 
the  27th  of  November,  1836.  While  she  was  still  a 
child  her  parents  removed  to  Pennsylvania,  where 
they  lived  eighteen  years,  then  migrated  to  Illinois, 
settling  in  Lee  Countj',  where  tflie  mother  died  in 
the  spring  of  1858.  She  was  a  lady  possessing  all 
the  womanly  virtues,  and  was  reg.arded  with  the 
utmost  affection  by  her  children  and  all  who  knew 
her. 

Mr.  Burington  is  a  man  positive  in  his  ideas, 
well  educated  and  liberal  minded,  and  while  differ- 
ing with  many  upon  the  important  questions  of  the 
day,  possesses  that  high-bred  courtesy  which  is  care- 
ful not  to  give  offense.  While  warmly  and  consci- 
entiously attached  to  the  principles  of  his  peculiar 
faith,  he  still  treats  with  respect  the  opinions  of 
othei-s,  and  his  rare  conversational  powers  make  him 
a    most    interesting  companion.     He  is  deeply  at- 
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tnclicil  to  Ills  liome  mid  fiuiiily.  ;i  iiinii  wliose  pxaiii- 
plc  is  wditlij-  of  imitation. 

Oiiii  E.  Buringlon  is  a  young  iiinn  of  fine  nat- 
ural al)ilities  and  good  education,  and  is  prosecuting 
a  successful  business  in  books  and  stationery  at 
Blue  Springs;  he  was  married,  June  2,  IS^sS,  to 
Miss  Rosa  Jones,  of  this  city,  and  tliey  occiijiy  a 
snug  home  not  far  from  the  father's.  Eva  M.  is 
the  wife  of  John  Rumbaugh,  a  well-to-do  farmer  of 
fSicily  Township,  and  they  are  the  parents  of  one 
child,  a  son,  Loy  E. ;  Alice  B.  married  Mr.  W.  J. 
Harris,  a  prosperous  farmer  of  Harlem  County, 
this  .State,  and  thej'  are  the  parents  of  two  children 
— Ma^'  Pearl  and  William  E. 

Mr.  Burington  is  Vice  President  of  the  Board  of 
Trade  in  Blue  Springs,  and  has  held  tiie  various 
minor  offices  of  his  township,  including  that  of  Jus- 
tice of  the  Peace. 

<¥'  OHN  E.  CLARK.  Among  the  subjects  of  Her 
I  Brittannic  Majesty',  Queen  Yictoria,who  have 
Y  left  the  protection  of  the  standard  and  trans- 
\l^^'  ferred  their  vows  of  fealtj'  and  loyalty  to 
the  flag  of  the  great  Republic,  have  made  their 
home  in  the  United  States,  and  have  learned  to 
love  the  stars  and  stripes,  is  tiie  gentleman  whoso 
name  appears  at  the  head  of  this  sketch,  who  was 
born  in  Lower  Canada. 

Our  subject  is  the  son  of  Samuel  and  Rebecca 
(Ewart)  Clark,  both  natives  of  the  Dominion,  but 
at  p'resent  residing  in  Jefiferson  Count}-,  Neb. 
Our  subject  was  the  third  of  twelve  children  born 
to  his  parents.  When  he  was  about  one  year  old 
his  parents  removed  to  Scott  County.  Iowa,  and 
there  our  subject  received  his  education  and  was 
reared  to  manhood,  his  father  having  there  set- 
tled upon  a  farm.  Not  until  he  was  twenty-three 
years  of  age  did  our  subject  remove  from  that 
home,  and  in  that  period  he  had  proved  his  ability 
in  the  common  school  where  he  was  educated, 
graduated  to  the  more  active  pursuits  of  the  farm, 
and  subsequently  worked  in  all  the  strength  of  his 
young  manhood. 

About  the  year  1880  our  subject  removed  from 
Scott  County  to  Kellogg,  iu    Jasper  County,  Iowa, 


where  he  remained  farming  for  about  four  j-ears, 
and  then,  in  December  ttf  1884,  came  to  this 
county  and  settled  in  Glenwood  Township,  taking 
ui>  a  farm  on  section  8,  upon  which  he  has  since 
resided.  Since  that  time  he  has  brought  his  farm 
to  a  high  state  of  agricultural  efficiency,  and  is 
continually  planning  and  executing  some  addi- 
tional improvement.  Mr.  Clark  has  recently  erected 
excellent  out-buildings  and  dwelling,  anil  has  the 
entire  property  well  fenced  and  everything  in  a 
good  state  of  rejiair.  Adjacent  to  his  house  are 
some  1,200  shade  trees  of  various  kinds,  and  a  fine 
orchard  containing  not  less  than  200  excellent  fruit 
trees  of  various  kinds.  His  sole  attention,  so  far 
as  his  farm  is  concerned,  is  given  to  stock-raising 
and  general  grain  production. 

Mr.  Clark  became  llic  husliaiid  of  Miss  Nancy 
Roul  on  the  22d  of  January,  1881,  at  Kellogg, 
who  has  since  presented  him  with  four  children, 
three  of  whom  are  living.  Their  names  are  herein 
subjoined  as  follows:  William  E.  (deceased),  Sam- 
uel. Eva  ]\Iay  and  Willis  II.  Mrs.  Clark  was  born 
in  the  North  of  Ireland,  on  the  22d  of  January, 
1861,  and  accompanied  her  parents  to  this  country 
when  four  years  of  age.  She  is  the  daughter  of 
William  J.  and  Martha  Roul.  Mr.  Clark  is  strongly' 
attached  to  the  Democratic  party,  and  is  inclined 
to  be  quite  energetic  in  its  interests.  He  is  a  m.on 
of  considerable  mental  power,  reserve  force  and 
energy,  and  since  his  settlement  has  gained  many 
friends  by  his  manly  bearing  and  iiigli  character. 


f,  SAAC  L.  FISKE,  mcmlier  of  the  well-known 
firm  of  L.aSelle,  Fiske  &  Co.,  and  son-in-law  of 
tlie  senior  partner,  is  a  gentleman  of  excellent 
business  capacities  and  a  favorite  in  the  financial 
circles  of  the  thriving  city  of  Beatrice.  A  native 
of  New  York  State,  he  was  born  near  tlie  village  of 
Lebanon,  in  Madison  Count}',  July  3,  1850,  and 
was  the  second  of  the  three  sons  born  to  Luman 
and  Angeline  (Close)  Fiske.  The  parents  of  our 
subject  were  natives  of  New  York.  The  paternal 
grandfather,  John  Fiske,  a  native  of  Massachusetts, 
emigrated  to  New  York  State,  at  an  early  d.ay,  and 
was  for  many  years  engaged  in  farming  in  Madison 
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County,  where  he  spent  the  last  years  of  his  life, 
The  Fiske  family  is  of  English  descent,  as  also  was 
the  Close  family,  and  the  mother  traces  her  fore- 
fathers among  the  earlj'  settlers  of  Connecticut, 
where  they  located  probably'  during  the  Colonial 
days. 

The  father  of  our  subject  was  a  farmer  by  oc- 
cupation, and  Isaac  L.  early  in  life  became  familiar 
with  rural  pursuits.  After  leaving  the  district 
school  he  became  a  student  first  of  Whitesboro 
University  and  then  of  Clinton  University,  spend- 
ing one  ye.ar  in  the  latter  institution ;  at  the  age  of 
sixteen  years  he  began  teaching.  He  officiated  as 
teacher  three  terms  in  the  district  school,  and  sub- 
sequently taught  two  years  in  the  village  school 
at  Lebanon,  besides  two  terms  of  a  select  school. 
Later  he  became  Principal  of  the  High  School  at 
Smyrna,  N.  Y..  where  he  remained  until  1878. 

The  mercantile  career  of  Mr.  Fiske  began  when 
he  was  seventeen  years  of  age,  prior  to  attending 
the  university.  He  then  engaged  in  farming  one 
year,  and  in  the  spring  of  1880  sought  the  West, 
coming  to  Beatrice,  Neb.,  and  entering  the  es- 
tablishment of  H.  A.  LaSelle  as  clerk.  Here  he 
remained  six  months,  and  was  then  employed  with 
the  firm  of  Hastings  &  Scott  three  and  one-half 
years.  In  July,  1884,  he  formed  a  partnership 
with  W.  M.  LaSelle  in  the  grocery  business  at  Cort- 
land, the  half  of  which  business  the  firm  still  owns. 
In  July,  1888,  he  returned  to  Beatrice,  and  in  com- 
pany with  his  partners  purchased  the  grocery  stock 
of  George  R.  Scott,  which  also  included  boots  and 
shoes.  The  firm  is  now  in  the  enjoyment  of  a 
generous  patronage,  the  several  members  being  men 
of  probity,  and  carrying  on  their  business  in  a 
manner  which  has  commended  them  to  the  esteem 
and  confidence  of  their  fellow-citizens. 

On  the  aeth  of  May,  1876,  our  subject  was  united 
in  marriage  with  Miss  Addie  M.,  daughter  of  W. 
M.  LaSelle,  his  present  partner.  Mrs.  Fiske  was 
also  born  in  Madison  County,  N.  Y.,  in  August, 
1857.  She  has  been  well  educated,  and  received 
careful  home  training  from  her  excellent  parents. 
Of  this  union  there  has  been  born  one  child — Flor- 
ence M.  Mr.  Fiske  votes  the  Republican  ticket, 
and,  although  not  ambitious  of  office  for  himself, 
always  takes  a  generous   interest    in    the    political 


preferment  of  his  friends.  Socially,  he  belongs  to 
the  Modern  Woodmen.  The  firm  of  LaSelle.  Fiske 
&  Co.  is  considerably  interested  in  lands,  owning 
several  tracts  in  both  Kansas  and  Nebraska. 


NTOHN    B.   McGLAUGHLIN  is  a  prosperous 

I  farmer  of  Rockford  Township,  where  he  has 

II  160  acres  of  splendid  land  on  section  1.  He 
(^^  is  a  son  of  David  and  Hannah  (Brady)  Mc- 
Glaughlin,  both  of  whom  were  born  in  Westmore- 
land County,  Pa.  The  paternal  grandfather,  John 
McGlaughlin,  came  from  Scotland  when  he  was 
sixteen  years  old,  and  made  his  home  in  Northum- 
berland County,  Pa.  Samuel  Brady,  the  great  In- 
dian hunter,  was  a  cousin  of  grandfather  Brady. 
After  their  marriage  the  parents  of  our  subject 
made  their  home  in  McKeysport,  Pa.,  and  the  father 
was  a  pilot  on  the  Ohio  River  for  twenty-five 
years.  In  1857,  with  his  family,  he  moved  to  Illi- 
nois, and  bought  a  farm  in  Rock  Island  County,  on 
which  he  prospered  well.  He  was  a  member  of  the 
old  Whig  party,  and  died  in  1870,  at  the  age  of 
fifty -seven  years.  The  mother  resides  on  the  home- 
stead in  Rock  Island  County,  111.,  and  is  sixty-five 
years  old,  having  seen  her  children  become  useful 
men  and  women.  There  were  eight  in  the  family, 
two  of  whom,  named  Jacob  and  Artemus,  died  in 
infancy,  and  the  remaining  six  bear  the  names  of 
James  B.,  Joseph,  John  Marks,  William,  Abraham 
and  Barbara. 

Our  subject,  the  oldest  of  his  father's  family,  was 
born  on  the  5th  of  January,  1841,  in  McKeysport, 
Allegheny  Co.,  Pa.  He  enjoyed  very  good  educa- 
tional advantages  in  his  Eastern  home,  and  was  six- 
teen years  old  when  he  moved  to  Illinois,  afterward 
attending  the  common  schools  for  several  winters 
and  securing  a  thorough  education.  There  he  ap- 
plied himself  to  farm  work  until  the  time  of  the 
breaking  out  of  the  war,  when  he  enlisted  as  a  pri- 
vate for  the  three-months  service  in  1862.  He  en- 
tered Company  F,  69th  Illinois  Infantry,  and  was 
mustered  into  service  at  Camp  Douglass  in  Chicago, 
where  he  did  guard  duty  over  10,000  rebel  prisoners. 
In  the  fall  of  1862  he  took  them  to  Vicksburg  to 
have  them  exchanged,  and  was  discharged  at  Camp 
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Douglass  nftor  havine:  served  six  montlis  instcnd  of 
three. 

Our  subjoft  tlien  returned  lionio,  and  for  two 
years  applied  himself  diligently  to  the  management 
of  his  farm  affairs,  but  in  1865,  when  more  troops 
were  needed  for  the  service  of  the  country,  he  .igain 
enlisted  for  one  year,  or  iluring  the  continuance  of 
the  war.  He  was  mustered  into  service  at  Camp 
Butler  and  departed  for  New  Orleans,  thence  to  Mo- 
bile; Spanish  Fort  and  Ft.  Blakely  had  been  taken 
three  days  before  their  arrival.  Our  subject  then 
went  to  Montgomery,  Ala.,  engaged  in  guard  duty, 
and  was  taken  ill  with  fever,  with  which  he  lay  in 
the  hospital  for  about  two  months,  and  was  then 
discharged  on  account  of  physical  disabilitj-,  reach- 
ing home  about  the  month  of  September.  He  came 
to  Nebraska  in  1867,  and  went  as  far  west  as  the 
mountains,  making  an  extensive  tour  through  Kan- 
sas, Missouri  and  Nebraska,  finally  choosing  Gage 
County  as  the  place  he  would  rather  make  his  home. 
He  located  a  homestead  of  1 60  acres,  and  entered 
200  acres  besides  in  Sherman  Township. 

In  the  fall  of  the  same  j-ear  our  subject  returned 
to  Illinois,  where  he  was  married,  in  March,  1868, 
to  Miss  Phcebe  King,  a  daughter  of  James  and 
Charlotte  King,  who  were  natives  of  Manchester, 
England.  They  were  married  in  that  city,  the 
father  being  an  overseer  in  a  large  cotton  factory, 
and  in  1840  with  their  four  children  they  came  to 
America,  making  their  home  near'J'roy,  N.  Y.  The 
father  became  connected  with  some  of  the  leading 
cotton  factories  of  the  East,  and  was  very  prosper- 
ous. Of  his  family  there  are  now  five  living,  all  of 
whom  were  born  in  America,  and  whose  names  are 
Phoebe,  Eliza,  Jennie,  Nellie  and  Vinnie.  Mrs. 
McGlaughlin  was  born  in  New  York  City  in  Au- 
gust, 1843,  and  was  a  babe  when  her  parents  moved 
to  Lowell.  She  enjoyed  very  good  educational 
advantages,  and  became  an  accomplished  musician, 
going  to  Illinois  when  she  was  twenty-one  years 
old,  and  engaging  as  a  music  teacher. 

In  the  spring  of  1868  our  subject  and  his  wife 
came  to  the  homestead,  and  resided  in  Sherman 
Township  for  several  years,  but  in  1881  they  sold 
out  with  the  intention  of  going  to  California;  after 
making  a  visit  to  Rock  Island  County  they  con- 
cluded to  remain  in  this  State,  and  purchased  their   j 


present  farm  of  160  acres  on  section  1.  When  our 
suljject  bought  it.  in  1882,  it  w;is  raw  prairie  land, 
and  he  now  has  100  acres  under  cultivation,  with 
groves  of  box-elder  and  Cottonwood  trees,  and  has 
erected  a  splendid  one  and  a  half  story  frame 
dwelling.  Since  his  coming  to  his  present  place 
the  Rock  Island  Railro.ad  has  been  constructed,  and 
the  new  village  of  Rockford  is  laid  out  only  a  few 
rods  from  his  residence. 

Our  subject  has  taken  an  active  interest  in  the 
political  affairs  of  his  township,  and  being  an  ardent 
Republican  he  has  been  sent  as  a  delegate  to  the 
County  Convention.  His  honorable  war  career  en- 
titles him  to  a  membership  in  the  Rollins  Post  No. 
3.T,  G.  A.  R.,  at  Beatrice.  He  has  several  times, 
served  on  the  jury,  and  in  various  w.ays  he  has  distin- 
guished himself  as  a  good  and  law-abiding  citizen, 
and  is  socially  connected  with  the  A.  F.  &  A.  M. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  McGlaughlin  are  highly  res|)ected  and  * 
influential  members  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church,  and  as  one  of  the  prosperous  families  are 
well  known  in  the  leading  society  circles. 


JONATHAN  CARPENTER.  The  subject  of 
this  notice,  a  retired  farmer  in  comfortable 
circumstances,  after  many  years  of  active 
labor  is  now  enjoying  the  fruits  thereof  in  a 
comfortable  home  in  the  city  of  Beatrice,  surrounded 
by  all  that  is  needful  for  his  well-being  and  hapi)i- 
ness.  His  has  been  a  v.-iried  experience,  in  which 
he  has  seen  much  of  life,  and  learned  many  valu- 
able lessons.  As  a  soldier  of  the  Union  Army 
during  the  late  war,  he  traveled  over  a  goodly 
portion  of  the  South,  and  endured  in  common  with 
his' comrades  the  hardships  and  privations  insep.a- 
rable  from  the  life  of  the  patriot,  doing  battle  for 
the  land  which  gave  him  birth.  After  returning  to 
the  arts  of  pe.ace  he  entered  upon  the  quiet  labors 
of  the  agriculturist,  and  meeting  with  success,  is  now 
numbered  among  the  retired  farmers  of  this  county 
who  have  been  enabled  to  secure  for  themselves  the 
wherewithal  which  shall  insure  them  against  want 
in  their  declining  years. 

The  subject  of  our  sketch  was  born  near  ILagers- 
town,  in  Washington  County,  Md.,  July  31,  1841, 
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and  was  the  second- of  nine  cliildren,  seven  sons  and 
two  daughters,  the  offspring  of  Jeremiah  and  Su- 
sannah (Cross)  Carpenter,  the  former  born  and 
reared  in  Lancaster  County,  Pa.,  and  the  latter  a 
native  of  Boonesboro,  Md.  Of  their  children  eight 
are  still  living.  The  maternal  grandfather,  Robert 
Cross,  was  a  marble  cutter  by  trade,  and  carried  on 
a  prosperous  business.  He  spent  his  last  days  in 
Maryland.  The  parents  of  our  subject  emigrated 
to  Illinois,  and  from  there  in  1884  to  Nebraska, 
settling  in  this  county,  where  they  still  live. 

Jonathan  Carpenter  of  this  sketch  was  reared  to 
manhood  on  the  farm  of  his  father,  and  attended 
the  common  school  during  his  boyhood.  He  was 
still  a  resident  of  his  native  State  upon  the  out- 
break of  the  late  war,  and  enlisted  in  Company  B, 
1st  Maryland  Cavalry,  which  was  sent  first  to  Web- 
ster, Va.,  and  then  down  the  Shenandoah  Valley  to 
Lynchburg,  participating  in  the  meantime  in  the 
battles  of  that  campaign.  Mr.  Carpenter  was  with 
Sheridan  in  the  memorable  battle  of  Winchester, 
witnessing  the  defeat  of  Gilroy  after  the  week's 
fighting,  and  later  assisted  in  the  battle  of  Gettys- 
burg. At  Mt.  Jackson  the  Union  boys  captured 
380  head  of  cattle,  twelve  wagons,  and  a  quantity  of 
car  wheels  from  which  to  manufacture  shells.  At 
one  time  Mr.  Carpenter  was  thrown  from  a  horse 
upon  a  pile  of  railroad  iron,  near  Flagg's  Mills,  Va., 
sustaining  serious  injuries,  having  four  ribs  broken, 
and  his  foot  and  head  also  badly  hurt.  Later  a 
shell  bursting  near  his  head  completed  the  sum  of 
his  afflictions,  and  for  a  time  destroyed  his  hearing. 
This,  however,  he  recovered  from,  but  such  was  the 
shock  to  his  system  that  he  was  glad  to  receive  his 
honorable  discharge,  which  was  given  him  in  Sep- 
tember, 1864. 

Mr.  Carpenter  now  returned  to  his  native  county, 
and  from  there  went  to  Lancaster  County,  Pa.  He 
subsequently  returned  to  Hagerstown,  Md.,  and 
engaged  in  teaming  in  the  employ  of  the  Govern- 
ment about  four  months.  His  next  location  was 
Chambersburg,  where  he  served  an  apprenticeship 
to  the  trades  of  stonemason  and  bricklayer,  and 
where  he  spent  two  years.  In  the  meantime,  Jan. 
5,  1866,  he  was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Maria 
Baughmau.  This  lady  was  born  in  Franklin 
County,  Pa.,  Jan.  14,  1846,  and  is  the  daughter  of 


Jacob  and   Eliza  Baughman,  who   were  natives  of 
Greencastle,  Franklin  Co.,  Pa. 

After  marriage  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Carpenter  settled  in 
Greencastle,  Pa.,  where  our  subject  engaged  in 
farming,  and  where  they  lived  until  October  of 
1870.  They  then  moved  to  Ogle  County,  111., 
settling  on  a  farm,  where  thej-  labored  for  a  period 
of  nine  years.  Mr.  Carpenter,  then  desirous  of 
seeking  his  fortune  on  the  other  side  of  the  Missis- 
sippi, came  to  this  county,  and  purchased  160  acres 
of  land  in  Highland  Township,  about  sixteen  miles 
north  of  the  city  of  Beatrice.  Here  he  erected 
good  buildings  and  brought  about  the  improve- 
ments necessary  to  his  comfort  and  convenience, 
and  in  1880,  feeling  that  he  was  entitled  to  retire, 
sold  his  farm  and  took  up  his  residence  in  the  city. 
He  is  a  quiet,  unobtrusive  man,  a  peaceable  and 
law-abiding  citizen,  rejoicing  in  the  prosperity  of 
his  adopted  State,  and  interested  in  the  enterprises 
which  will  cause  her  to  continue  in  her  onward 
course.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Carpenter  had  born  to  them 
three  children,  viz :  Henr}-  L.,  a  resident  of  Bea- 
trice; Elizabeth  and  Jeremiah,  the  two  latter  de- 
ceased. 


E^=jLLET  G.  DRAKE,  of  Beatrice,  owns  a 
good  property  and  has  been  largely  instru- 
?i  mental  in  tlie  advancement  of  the  various 
interests  tending  to  the  growth  and  prosperity  of 
the  city.  Upon  coming  here  he  purchased  the  drug 
stock  of  Dr.  R.  S.  Albright,  and  continued  the 
business  at  the  old  stand  until  June,  1888.  He 
then  sold,  and  since  that  time  has  found  ample  em- 
ployment in  looking  after  his  property  interests. 

Our  subject  was  born  near  the  then  modest  town 
of  Bradford,  in  McKean  County,  Pa.,  March  29, 
1863,  and  was  there  reared  to  manhood.  His  par- 
ents, Joshua  J.  and  Elizabeth  (Hayter)  Drake,  were 
also  natives  of  the  Keystone  State,  and  the  father 
a  farmer  by  occupation.  He  spent  his  entire  life 
upon  his  native  soil,  and  departed  hence  in  the  year 
1875.  The  mother  died  in  1880.  The  parental 
family  included  only  our  subject. 

The  boyhood  and  youth  of  Mr.  Drake  were  spent 
in  a  manner  similar  to  that  of  most  farmers'  sous, 
his  services  being  utilized  about   the   homestead 
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during  the  seasons  of  sowing  and  reaping,  while  in 
winter  lie  pursued  his  studies  in  the  district  school. 
When  further  advanced  he  became  a  student  of 
Chamberlain  Institute  at  Chamberlain,  N.  Y..  and 
subsequently  attended  a  commercial  course  in 
Eastman's  Business  College  at  Poughkeepsie,  N.  Y. 
Upon  leaving  college,  his  father  having  died,  he 
was  engaged  in  the  settling  up  of  the  estate. 

Mr.  Drake  entered  upon  his  business  career  in 
the  oil  regions  of  Pennsjivania,  where  he  operated 
to  good  advantage  until  May  of  1886.  Resolved 
now  upon  a  change  of  residence  and  occupation, 
he  sold  out,  and  coming  to  this  State,  located  in 
Beatrice,  of  which  he  has  since  been  a  resident. 
In  the  meantime  he  has  invested  large  suras  of 
money  in  western  lands  in  Nebraska  and  Kansas, 
besides  considerable  city  property  in  Beatrice.  He 
has  a  fine  residence  on  the  corner  of  Lincoln  and 
Sixth  streets.  His  family  consists  of  his  wife  and  one 
child  only,  the  latter  a  son,  Ellet  B.,  who  w.as  born 
Aug.  20.  1  886. 

The  marriage  of  our  subject  with  Miss  Nellie 
Bradley,  of  Friendship.  N.  Y.,  was  celebrated  at 
the  home  of  the  bride,  June  11,  1884.  Mrs.  Drake 
is  a  native  of  the  Empire  State,  having  been  born 
in  Allegan}'  Count}-,  in  1862.  Her  parents,  Solo- 
mon J.  and  Elizabeth  Bradley,  were  natives  of 
England.  Her  father  is  deceased ;  her  mother  is  liv- 
ing in  Beatrice.  Mr.  Drake  identified  himself  with 
the  Masonic  fraternity, and  is  a  member  of  Beatrice 
Lodge  No.  26,  of  Livingston  Chapter,  and  Mt. 
Hermon  Lodge  No.  7.  In  politics  he  is  a  stanch 
Republican. 

^^  LVAH  H.  BRUBAKER.  The  firm  of  Bru- 
(@/lJI     baker  &  Remai}^  merchants  an<l   bankers, 

///  IS  occupies  a  leading  position  among  the 
^  business  interests  of  Lanham,  where  these 

gentlemen  have  been  established  together  since 
March,  1888.  The  subject  of  our  sketch  bears  the 
reputation  of  an  energetic,  reliable  business  man, 
one  who  is  ambitious  for  the  prosperity  of  his 
adopted  town,  and  whose  efforts  to  increase  its  pres- 
tige and  standing  have  earned  for  him  well-merited 
praise. 

Mr.  Brub.aker  is  a  native  of  Howard  County,  Ind., 


his  birth  taking  place  at  the  homestead  of  his  par- 
ents, on  the  16th  of  October,  1H46.  He  is  conse- 
quently in  the  prime  of  life,  with  a  iirospect  of 
many  years  of  usefulness  and  prosperity.  He  was 
reared  as  a  farmer's  boy,  and  acquired  those  habits 
of  thrift  and  industry  which  have  been  the  secret  of 
his  success  in  most  of  his  underlnkings.  When 
about  eight  years  of  age  his  parents  removed  from 
Howard  to  Cass  County,  Ind.,  where  Alvah  so- 
journed until  a  youth  of  nineteen.  Thence  he 
changed  his  residence  to  Bourbon,  and  a  j-ear  later' 
we  find  him  in  Warren  County,  111.,  where  he  en- 
gaged as  a  carpenter  and  joiner,  and  where  he 
operated  for  a  period  of  six  years.  From  Warren 
he  next  proceeded  to  Lee  County  in  the  same  Stat(j, 
and  securing  a  tract  of  land  in  the  vicinity  of  Dixon, 
carried  on  farming  until  the  spring  of  1886. 

The  attention  of  Mr.  Brubaker  now  being  turned 
toward  the  young  and  rapidly  growing  State  of 
Nebraska,  he  crossed  the  Father  of  Waters,  and 
coming  to  this  county,  located  in  Lanham,  which 
has  since  been  the  scene  of  his  operations.  He  first 
embarked  in  general  merchandising  in  partnership 
with  Mr.  H.  M.  Smethers,  but  three  months  later 
purchaseil  the  interest  of  his  partner,  and  carried 
on  the  business  alone  until  the  spring  of  1888, 
when  he  associated  himself  with  Mr.  Remaly. 
They  carry  a  full  stock  of  everything  pertaining  to 
their  line  of  trade,  and  in  their  banking  oiK'rations 
enjoy  the  patronage  of  the  leading  business  men  of 
this  part  of  the  county.  The  Lanham  Exchange 
Bank  is  sui)erseded  by  no  institution  of  its  age 
in  the  whole  county. 

Our  subject  occupies,  with  an  interesting  family, 
a  handsome  and  well-appointed  home  in  the  northern 
part  of  the  town.  He  w.as  married  in  Lee  County, 
111.,  Dec.  24,  1871.  to  Miss  Anna  M.  Hill,  adaughtcr 
of  Nathan  Hill.  Mrs.  ^^rii baker  was  born  in  Luzerne 
County,  Pa.,  Feb.  28,  1850.  and  was  reared  to 
womanhood  under  the  parental  roof.  Her  mother 
was  Miss  Billhimer,  and  is  now  living  in  Lee 
County,  111. 

To  our  subject  and  his  estimable  laiiy  there  have 
been  born  eight  children,  two  of  whom  are  deceased, 
namely:  Blanche,  who  died  when, two  years  old, 
and  a  babe  who  died  unnamed.  Those  living 
are  Nathan  A..  Lulu  E.,  John  L.,  Harlow  E.,  Em- 
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met  and  Imogene.  Mr.  Bnibaker,  although  having 
little  time  to  devote  to  political  matters,  keeps 
himself  posted  in  regard  to  matters  of  general  in- 
terest, and  uniformly  supports  Republican  princi- 
ples. He  is  a  man  whose  opinions,  deliberately 
formed,  are  held  in  general  respect. 

J'  OHN  W.  WITH,  one  of  the  pioneer  settlers 
of  Paddock  Township,  with  whose  agricult- 
ural interests  he  is  prominently  identified, 
owning  and  occupying  a  farm  on  section 
11,  is  honored  and  esteemed  by  all  in  the  com- 
munity as  a  thoroughly  upright  citizen,  and  as  a 
man  whose  moral  character  and  private  life  are  ir- 
reproachable. He  was  born  in  Maryland,  Caroline 
County,  Jan.  29,  1827,  his  parents  being  George 
and  Mary  With.  He  was  reared  in  his  native 
State  to  a  strong  and  noble  manhood,  and  when 
about  twenty-four  years  of  age  he  went  to  Dela- 
ware, and  in  that  State  the  succeeding  eighteen 
years  of  his  life  were  passed.  There  he  secured  a 
good  and  capable  wife,  who  has  actively  assisted 
him  in  acquiring  his  property.  She  was  a  Miss 
Sarah  E.  Clark,  of  that  State,  and  to  her  he  was 
united  in  marriage  June  3,  18.52.  Of  this  union 
six  children  have  been  born,  as  follows:  William 
D.,  who  married  Miss  Carrie  Kear;  Mary  A.,  who 
married  James  Colgrove,  whose  biography  appears 
in  this  volume;  John  H.,  wlio  married  Ella  Col- 
grove, a  sister  of  James;  Martha  J.,  who  married 
George T.  Mitchell;  Charles  F.  and  Charles  H.,  who 
died  in  Delaware  in  1865,  at  the  age  of  three 
years. 

In  1859  Mr.  With  removed  with  his  family  to 
Bureau  County,  111.,  but  after  living  there  a  few 
years  he  returned  to  Delaware  in  18G3.  In  1872 
he  again  took  up  his  residence  in  Illinois,  whence 
he  removed  in  the  year  1876  to  Cass  County, 
Iowa.  In  1880  he  sought  with  his  family  a  new 
home  in  Gage  County,  Neb.,  having  decided  to 
avail  himself  of  the  marvelous  agricultural  resources 
of  this  county.  Paddock  Township  was  not  organ- 
ized until  the  fall  of  the  year  in  which  he  took  up 
his  residence  in  it,  and  the  farm  of  eighty  acres  on 
^    section  11,  on  which  he  then  located,  was  in  a  com- 
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plete  state  of  nature,  forming  a  part  of  the  unbroken 
prairie.  With  persistent  and  well-directed  industry 
he  has  since  toiled  to  get  it  under  cultivation,  and 
to  make  the  numerous  improvements  that  have  so 
increased  its  value  and  added  to  the  neatness  and 
thrift  of  the  place,  the  abundant  harvests  that  re- 
sult from  his  labors  showing  him  to  be  a  sagacious, 
practical  man,  employing  none  but  the  best  meth- 
ods in  conducting  his  agricultural  pursuits. 

Mr.  With  is  one  of  the  most  whole-souled  arid 
kind-hearted  men  in  existence,  and  his  frank,  genial 
qualities,  combined  with  true  courtesy  and  tact, 
have  gained  him  hosts  of  warm  friends  wherever 
he  has  lived.  His  home  is  in  the  center  of  that  true 
hospitality  wherein  host  and  hostess  vie  with  each 
other  in  entertaining  and  making  comfortable  the 
stranger  who  maj'  happen  within  their  gates.  Mrs. 
With  is  a  devoted  member  of  the  Methodist  Epis- 
copal Church,  and  shares  with  her  husband  the  re- 
spect in  which  he  is  held.  Mr.  With  is  a  solid 
Republican  in  his  political  opinions,  and  uses  his 
influence  to  promote  the  interests  of  his  party. 


^^  OL.  JAMES  H.  ODEN,  formerly  an  officer 
(if^^  of  the  Union  Army,  and  late  prominent 
^^l'  among  the  farmers  and  stock-raisers  of  this 
'county,  retired  in  March  of  1888  to  his  home 
in  the  city  of  Beatrice,  where  he  is  now  numbered 
among  its  most  highly  esteemed  citizens.  He  has 
for  many  years  been  identified  with  the  most  im- 
portant interests  of  Southern  Nebraska,  and  is  a 
man  whose  worth  and  efficiency  in  the  community 
are  most  properly  appreciated  by  the  people  of  this 
region. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  born  in  Nicholas 
County,  Ky.,  Feb.  15,  1831,  and  is  the  son  of 
William  C.  and  Elizabeth  (Darrel)  Oden,  the  father 
a  native  of  the  southern  part  of  Kentucky,  and  the 
mother  of  Tennessee.  The  parental  family  in- 
cluded nine  children.  James,  the  eldest  of  the 
famil3',  was  reared  on  tiie  "  old  plantation,"  and  at- 
tended school  in  Carlisle,  making  good  use  of  his 
time,  so  that  he  eventually  developeil  into  a  country 
school  teacher,  and  was  thus  employed  three  terms. 
He,  however,  preferred  farming  as  actual  business,      , 
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and  followed  this  mostly  thereafter  until  the  out- 
break of  the  war.  He  then  considered  it  his  duty 
to  lay  aside  his  jx-rsonal  plans  and  interests,  and  en- 
listed in  Company  I,  7th  Kentucky  Cavalry,  with 
which  he  did  valiant  service  under  the  command  of 
Gen.  Nelson. 

Young  Oden  participated  with  his  comrades  in 
many  of  the  important  battles  of  the  war,  being 
present  at  the  seige  and  capture  of  Richmond,  the 
battle  of  Big  Hill,  and  shared  in  the  fight  at 
Donelson.  On  account  of  cold  and  exposure  he 
suffered  greatly  in  health,  and  was  seized  with 
rheumatism.  He  was  taken  to  the  hospital  at 
Cynthiana,  Kj'.,  where  he  was  confined  until  the  fall 
of  1863,  and  then  returned  to  his  home.  His  father 
being  County  Clerk  of  Nicholas  County,  James  re- 
ceived the  appointment  of  Deputy,  but  on  account 
of  the  Union  sentiments  of  the  elder  Oden,  he  was 
ordered  to  leave  the  countrj'.  The  family  then 
fled  to  Monroe  County,  111.,  settling  near  Salem, 
where  the  father  engaged  in  farming,  which  he  fol- 
lowed in  that  section  for  a  period  of  four  3'ears. 

James  H.  Oden  determined  upon  another  change 
of  residence,  and  removed  to  Knox  County,  111., 
and  from  there  to  Warren  County  in  the  same  State, 
where  he  remained  for  a  period  of  ten  years,  still 
continuing  engaged  in  agricultural  pursuits.  In  the 
spring  of  1878  he  crossed  the  Mississippi  into  this 
State,  and  settled  on  a  farm  four  miles  north  of  the 
city  of  Beatrice,  in  Logan  Township.  There  he 
secured  160  acres  of  land,  upon  which  he  operated 
until  in  March,  1888,  when  he  abandoned  active 
labor  and  took  up  his  abode  in  the  city.  He  has 
always  been  a  lover  of  fine  horses,  and  is  now  con- 
siderably interested  in  stock,  owning  a  very  fast 
pacer  which  has  made  a  good  record  among  the 
roadsters  of  this  county.  He  put  up  a  neat  and 
commodious  residence  in  1887,  and  is  surrounded 
by  all  the  comforts  and  nianj'  of  the  luxuries  of 
life. 

Our  subject,  under  the  tutelage  of  his  honored 
father,  became  thoroughlj'  imbued  with  Union 
principles,  and  after  the  outbreak  of  the  Rebellion 
enlisted  as  a  private.  He  was  promoted  to  the  rank 
of  Major,  and  given  charge  of  a  w.agon  and  am- 
bulance department.  Later  he  w.is  permitted  to 
return  home  and  raise  a  company,  of  which  he  was 


made  Captiin.  and  which  was  constituted  a  home 
guard.  He  thus  stood  in  readiness  for  .action  if 
called  upon,  but  happily  the  emergency'  did  not 
arise. 

Upon  rcacliing  his  majority  Mr.  Oden  was  united 
in  marriage  with  Miss  Sarah  A.  Berry,  who  became 
the  mother  of  five  sons,  and  departed  this  life  at  her 
home  in  Kentucky  in  1800.  Mr.  Oden  was  married 
the  second  time,  to  Mrs.  Sarah  F.  Hard  wick,  a  native 
of  Kentucky,  and  at  that  time  a  resident  of  Abing- 
don, 111.  Of  this  union  there  has  been  born  one  child, 
a  son,  Charles  V.,  who  is  now  twenty-four  years 
of  age.  There  had  been  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
William  Hardwick  one  child,  a  daughter,  Mary  J., 
who  is  now  the  wife  of  Silas  Estes,  of  Beatrice.  Mr. 
Hardwick  died  in  1857. 

Mr.  Oden,  politically,  is  a  solid  Republican,  and 
has  been  elected  to  the  oflice  of  Justice  of  the  Peace, 
but  having  no  political  aspirations  refused  to 
qualify.  He  has  served  as  Clerk  and  Judge  of 
Elections  several  times,  and  is  always  willing  to  give 
his  services  to  the  interests  of  his  party.  He  has 
been  uniformly  prosperous  in  his  business  and 
farming  trans.actions,  although  not  escaping  the 
common  lot  of  man  in  meeting  with  some  reverses. 
On  the  17th  of  April,  188.0,  his  dwelling  was  de- 
stroj'ed  by  fire,  involving  a  total  loss  with  all  its 
contents,  as  he  had  no  insurance.  The  clothing  and 
personal  effects  of  the  family  shared  the  s.anie  fate, 
and  Mr.  Oden  had  not  even  a  coat  to  bis  back. 
The  house  was  rebuilt,  and  from  the  proceeds  of 
the  farm  he  realizes  a  handsduic  income. 


^  ji^ILLIAM  M.  YOUNG,  Postmaster  of  Blue 
\aJf  Springs,  and  .also  following  the  profession 
W^  of  an  auctioneer,  operates  likewise  as  "mine 
host"  of  the  Central  Hotel,  which  he  owns,  together 
with  residence  property,  and  other  real  estate  in  the 
city.  He  has  built  up  the  record  of  an  honest  man 
and  a  good  citizen,  and  is  widely  and  favoral)ly 
known  as  one  of  the  most  useful  and  worthy  resi- 
dents of  this  county. 


••^jif  ■^« 


-^^ 


538 


GAGE  COUNTY. 


Our  subject  is  of  excellent  Pennsylvania  stock, 
bis  father,  Joseph  Young,  having  been  born  in  that 
State  in  1800.  He  removed  with  his  brother  at 
an  early  age  to  Trumbull  County,  Ohio,  where  he 
was  educated  and  reared  to  manhood.  Upon 
reaching  his  majority  he  took  up  his  residence  in 
Brown  County,  and  followed  boating  on  the  river 
for  a  time,  after  which  he  engaged  in  farming.  In 
the  fall  of  1828  he  was  united  in  marriage  with 
Miss  IMary  Moore,  and  thej'  removed  to  Johnson 
County,  Ind.,  settling  upon  a  tract  of  Govern- 
ment land.  After  some  improvements  the  father 
sold  out,  secured  other  land,  and  repeated  the  ex- 
periment of  buying,  improving  and  selling,  until  he 
became  owner  of  one  of  the  best  farms  in  that  re- 
gion, and  where  he  lived  until  1853. 

The  father  of  our  subject  in  the  year  mentioned 
crossed  the  Mississippi,  and  purchased  an  improved 
farm  of  220  acres,  upon  which  he  labored,  adding 
to  its  value,  until  18G2.  Then  selling  out  once 
more  he  returned  to  his  place  in  Indiana,  of  which 
he  regained  possession,  and  there  spent  the  remain- 
der of  his  life,  passing  away  on  the  8th  of  April, 
1871.  He  was  prominent  and  popular  among  the 
people  of  that  region,  an  honest,  hard-working  man, 
ever  ready  to  perform  his  duty,  whether  at  home  in 
his  familj'  or  among  his  neighbors.  A  member  of 
the  Presbj'terian  Church  at  Shiloh  since  its  organi- 
zation, he  continued  its  liberal  supporter  until  the 
close  of  his  life,  and  was  foremost  in  the  enterprises 
calculated  to  built  up  moralitj'  and  religion.  The 
parental  household  included  ten  children,  nine  of 
whom  are  still  living,  and  residents  mostlj'  of  the 
United  States. 

Mrs.  Mary  Young,  the  mother  of  our  subject, 
was  born  in  Brown  County,  Ohio,  in  1807.  and 
lived  there  until  her  marriage.  She  was  a  devoted 
wife,  a  tender  mother  and  faithful  friend.  After  a 
life  spent  in  doing  good  she  passed  from  earth  at 
her  home,  Aug.  25,  1866.  She  was  the  daughter 
of  Jonathan  Moore,  of  Brown  County,  Ohio,  where 
he  settled  in  the  pioneer  days,  engaged  in  farming 
and  freighting,  and  from  the  uncultivated  soil  built 
up  a  good  farm  and  provided  a  comfortable  home 
for  his  family,  which  included  sixteen  children. 
The  great-grandfather  of  William  M.  \  onng  was  one 
of  three  brothers  who  emigrated  from  Ireland,  proba- 


bly during  the  Colonial  days.  One  went  South  and 
one  settled  in  Maryland.  The  other  .settled  in 
Pennsylvania,  and  from  him  sprang  this  branch  of 
the  family. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  born  on  the  old 
Young  homestead  in  Johnson  County,  Ind.,  Nov. 
2,  1833,  and  there  lived  with  his  parents  until 
reaching  manhood.  After  the  removal  of  the 
family  to  Iowa,  William  M.  taught  school  winters, 
and  farmed  in  summer,  and  when  prepared  to  es- 
tablish a  home  of  his  own  was  united  in  marriage 
with  Miss  Sarah  E.  Kirkpatrick,  Jan.  5,  1855. 
This  union  was  blessed  by  the  birth  of  seven  chil- 
dren, of  whom  oul}'  three  are  living — Alma  Belle, 
George  W.  and  Edgar  H.  Mr.  Young  continued 
farming  upon  a  large  tract  of  land  which  he  pur- 
chased in  Iowa,  and  where  he  lived  until  1875. 
He  was  then  employed  in  a  hardware  store  a  year, 
after  vvhicii  he  went  back  to  his  farm  and  lived  un- 
til 1881.  In  the  winter  of  that  year  he  sold  out, 
and  purchased  160  acres  of  land  in  Sicily  Town- 
ship, Gage  County,  which  he  began  to  improve  and 
later  sold,  investing  a  portion  of  his  capital  in 
real  estate  in  Bine  Springs. 

One  strong  motive  for  the  removal  of  Mr.  Young 
to  the  town  was  that  he  might  give  to  his  children 
the  advantages  not  to  be  obtained  in  the  country. 
He  kept  hotel  and  was  variously  occupied  until 
the  spring  of  1886,  when  he  received  the  appoint- 
ment of  Postmaster,  and  assumed  charge  of  the 
office  on  the  6th  of  Februai-y.  He  has  discharged 
the  duties  connected  therewith  in  a  creditable  and 
satisfactory  manner,  and  manifested  his  usual  cour- 
tesy of  demeanor  in  his  dealings  with  the  public. 

Mr.  Y'oung.  politically,  is  a  stanch  Democrat, 
and  in  the  Hawkeye  State  officiated  as  Deputy 
Sheriff.  He  has  served  as  School  Director  twelve 
years  in  succession,  and  with  his  family  belongs  to 
the  Presbyterian  Church,  of  which  he  has  been  a 
member  since  a  youth  of  eighteen  years. 

Mrs.  Sarah  Young  was  born  in  Decatur  County, 
Ind.,  Aug.  29,  1833,  and  lived  there  with  her 
parents  until  a  young  lady  of  twenty  years.  Thence 
she  removed  with  them  to  Jefferson  County,  Iowa, 
where  they  settled  on  a  farm  and  where  she 
was  married.  She  departed  this  life  Sept.  25,  1875. 
She  was  a  woman  of  many  amiable   qualities,   be- 
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loved  liy  lier  family  and  ri'siH'( 
her. 

John  K.  Kiikpiitrick,  the  father  of  Mrs.  Young, 
■.vas  a  native  of  Kentucky,  whence  he  removed 
to  Indiana.  He  there  married  Miss  Frances  Tack- 
ett,  and  engaged  in  farming,  continuing  a  resi- 
dent of  the  Hoosier  State  until  the  fall  of  1853. 
The  household  circle  w.-is  completed  by  the  birth 
of  eight  chililren,  and  the  mother  passed  awaj'  at 
the  homestead  in  Iowa,  in  1862.  The  parents 
were  members  of  the  Presbyterian  Church,  in  which 
the  father  officiated  as  Elder  for  many  years. 

The  eldest  daughter  of  our  subject,  Alma  Belle, 
became  the  wife  of  J.  M.  Ilinkle,  a  practicing 
attorney  of  Fairfield,  Iowa,  and  is  the  mother  of 
one  child,  a  daughter  Clara  Uell.  George  Washing- 
ton is  a  conductor  on  the  Burlington  &  Missouri 
River  Railroad,  and  makes  his  home  at  Wymore, 
this  count3-;  he  married  Miss  Jennie  Snook,  of  Fair- 
field, Iowa,  and  they  have  one  child,  a  daughter, 
Vida.  Edgar  H.,  a  conductor  on  the  same  ro.id  as 
his  brother,  married  Miss  Alice  B.acon,  of  Blue 
Springs,  and  they  are  living  at  Wymore. 

On  the  17th  of  September,  1880,  Mr.  Young  was 
t!ie  second  time  married,  to  Miss  Elizabeth  Job, 
then  a  resident  of  Fairfield,  Iowa.  She  was  born 
in  Guilford  County,  N.  C,  Aug.  18,  1835,  and 
lived  there  until  the  fall  of  1878,  when  she  re- 
moved alone  to  Iowa.  Her  father,  Thomas  Job,  a 
very  intelligent  and  capable  man,  was  a  farmer  by 
occupation,  and  .also  taught  school  during  his 
younger  years.  He  died  at  his  home  in  North 
Carolina,  in  March,  1881.  The  mother  is  still  liv- 
ing, and  makes  her  home  witli  her  daughter,  Mrs. 
Young. 


EV.  THOMAS  QUICK,  Rector  of  .St.  Joseph's 
Church  at  Beatrice,  and  whose  portrait  is 
on  the  opposite  p.age,  was  born  in  the  count}' 
)of  Lancashire,  England,  Nov.  17,  1833. 
His  education,  begun  in  his  native  shire,  was  com- 
pleted in  one  of  the  best  schools  of  Belgium. 
Father  Quick  is  the  founder  of  the  Boys'  and  Girls' 
Orphan  Industrial  .Scliool.  This  institution  is  lo- 
cated in  Manchester,  England ;  it  is  one  of  the 
largest  schools  of  the  kind   in  England,  and  is  very 


popular,  and  the  means  of  fin  nisliiug  homes  to 
thousands  of  orjAans,  giving  Id  ihcin  that  moral 
and  religious  training  by  which  they  grow  up  to  be 
useful  and  worthy  citizens. 

Owing  to  excessive  labor  for  a  period  of  twenty 
years  the  health  of  Father  Quick  became  seriously 
impaired,  .and  he  was  advised  by  his  friends  and 
physician  to  seek  the  climate  of  the  country  on 
this  side  of  the  Atlantic.  He  re.iched  New  York 
City  in  the  fall  of  1885,  and  thence  proceeded 
South  to  Georgia,  whence,  after  a  sojourn  of  thiee 
months,  he  came  to  this  State  by  invitation  of  the 
Bishop  of  Omaha,  and  vvhile  in  that  city  decided  to 
settle  in  Beatrice.  To  the  latter  town  he  came  in 
May,  188C.  and  assumed  charge  of  St.  Joseph's 
Church.  This  religious  body  now  comprises  about 
180  families,  and  under  the  administration  of  the 
present  pastor  the  church  building  has  been  en- 
larged to  twice  its  former  size,  and  a  school  has 
been  opened  numbering  100  pupils.  In  the  mean- 
time also  Father  Quick  completed  u  church  in  Cort- 
land twenty  miles  distant,  and  presented  it  to  the 
Bishop  free  of  debt.  He  is  honored  and  revered 
by  the  Irish  generally,  on  account  of  having  been 
confessor  to  the  three  Manchester  martyrs,  Allen, 
Larkin  and  O'Brien,  and  stood  on  the  scaffold  with 
them  when  they  died.  His  sympathies  are  warmly 
with  the  Irish  cause,  and  when  we  say  this  it  is 
sufficient  recommendation  of  the  broad  and  catholic 
spirit  characteristic  of  the  man.  Not  only  in  his 
own  parish  does  he  possess  the  universal  friendship 
of  his  people,  but  in  the  community  at  large  he  is 
highly  respected  for  his  erudition  and  the  higher 
traits  of  character  which  he  has  uniformly  exhil)ited. 


-^Bsr 


ERRY  WALKER,  the  well-known  Super- 
\i  visor  of  Paddock  Township,  is  the  son  of 
Peter  Walker,  who  was  born  in  Somerset 
County,  Pa.,  in  1776.  The  maiden  name 
of  his  mother  was  Charlotte  Roamsperk,  a  native 
of  Frederick  County.  Md.  They  settled  in  Somei-- 
set  County,  Pa.,  an<l  there  continued  to  make  their 
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home  until  their  death.  They  were  the  parents  of 
ten  children,  all  of  whom  lived  to  years  of  maturity. 
Our  subject  was  the  youcgest  child,  and  was  born 
in  Brothers  Valley,  now  Summit  Township,  Somer- 
set Co.,  Pa.,  on  the  23d  of  Januarj',  1817. 

From  his  earliest  years  our  subject  was  intrusted 
with  little  tasks  and  duties,  which  were  increased  as 
he  advanced  in  years  and  experience,  and  later 
supplemented  by  the  lessons  of  the  school.  After 
completing  his  education  in  the  usual  institution 
he  continued  upon  the  old  homestead  until  he  was 
twenty-seven  years  of  age.  He  then  took  a  farm 
of  his  own,  and  operated  the  same  successful!}' until 
he  was  about  thirty,  when  he  was  elected  Superin- 
tendent of  the  County  Poor  House,  and  held  the 
same  for  eight  years.  He  was  also  engaged  in 
mercantile  pursuits  for  some  years,  and  in  the  year 
1858  was  elected  Sheriff  of  his  native  county,  served 
three  years,  and  for  one  other  term  served  as 
Deputy  Sheriff  in  the  absence  of  the  gentleman 
elected. 

In  the  year  1864  Mr.  Walker  removed  to  Dixon, 
111.,  and  engaged  in  superintending  the  work  of  his 
farm,  which  was  situated  not  far  from  the  city. 
While  there  he  served  two  years  upon  the  Board 
of  Aldermen,  and  for  two  years  as  Street  Commis- 
sioner. He  was  also  elected  and  served  two  terms 
as  Marshal.  He  made  his  home  in  Dixon  for  a  lit- 
tle over  thirteen  years,  but  in  the  fall  of  1 887  re- 
moved to  this  county,  and  settled  upon  the  site  of 
what  is  now  the  city  of  Odell.  During  the  Garfield 
administration  he  was  appointed  Postmaster,  and 
held  the  oflice  for  about  three  years.  In  1887  he 
was  elected  Supervisor  of  Paddock  Township,  and 
has  continued  to  hold  that  office.  He  has  also 
served  upon  the  City  Council,  and  has  taken  deep 
interest  in  matters  of  schools  and  education. 

While  still  resident  in  his  native  county  our 
subject  was  united  in  marriage,  on  the  11th  of  No- 
vember, 1838,  with  Miss  Lydia  Miller,  born  in 
the  same  district,  Sept.  22,  1817,  and  a  daughter 
of  Abram  and  Mary  Miller,  both  of  whom  lived 
and  died  in  Somerset  County.  The  home  of  our 
subject  has  been  rendered  more  completely  attract- 
ive and  happy  by  the  birth  of  a  son,  who  has 
been  named  Charles,  and  is  now  a  prosperous  manu- 
facturer and  resident  in  Sedalia,  Mo. 


Our  subject  is  the  owner  of  several  pieces  of 
valuable  property  in  Odell.  In  1887  he  was  chosen 
Postmaster  in  the  State  Senate,  during  the  1887 
session.  He  has  been  a  lifelong  member  of  the 
Republican  party,  and  always  votes  its  ticket.  As 
a  citizen  and  oflBcer  our  subject  is  very  highly  es- 
teemed by  the  community  at  large,  as  well  as  by 
those  who  are  more  intimatel}'  acquainted  with  him. 


R.  CHARLES  C.  GAFFORD  is  a  leading 
and  prominent  phj'sician  and  surgeon  in 
Wymore.  His  father,  Joseph  Gafford,  was 
born  in  Baltimore,  Md.,  in  1822.  He  re- 
ceived a  common-school  education  in  the  city  of 
his  birth,  and  while  still  a  young  man  he  went  to 
LaFayette,  Ind.,  where  he  was  for  many  years  en- 
gaged in  the  furniture  business.  In  1873  he  re- 
moved with  his  family  to  White  Cloud,  Kan., 
where  he  continued  in  the  same  business  until  about 
1880,  when  he  bought  a  farm  eight  miles  north  of 
Hiawatha,  Kan.,  on  which  he  still  lives.  He  mar- 
ried Miss  Dorcas  Sherwood,  and  to  them  have  been 
born  eleven  children,  ten  of  whom  are  still  living, 
viz:  William,  Delia,  Anna,  Alvin,  Charles  C.  (our 
subject),  Elizabeth,  John,  George,  James  and  Daniel. 
Dr.  Gafford  was  born  on  the  3d  of  April,  1860, 
in  Des  Moines,  Iowa,  and  when  he  was  a  small  child 
his  parents  moved  to  Rensselaer,  Ind.,  thence  to 
Burlington,  Kan.,  and  again,  to  White  Cloud.  In 
Burlington  our  subject  began  the  pursuit  of  his 
education,  supplementing  it  with  a  High  School 
course  at  White  Cloud,  after  which  he  began  the 
study  of  medicine  in  the  year  1877  with  Dr.  J. 
Bussing,  of  Hiawatha,  Kan.  He  took  a  course  of 
lectures  in  1879-80,  and  another  course  in  1880-81, 
at  Keokuk,  Iowa,  being  graduated  on  the  3d  of 
March  in  the  class  of  '81. 

Immediately  after  his  graduation  our  subject 
came  to  Wymore  and  began  the  practice  of  his 
profession,  where  he  continued  for  two  years,  when 
he  completed  his  professional  knowledge  by  a 
course  at  the  New  York  Polyclinic  in  the  spring  of 
1 883.  Then  he  returned  to  Wymore,  and  has  con- 
tinued his  practice  up  to  the  present  time,  having 
become  a  prominent  surgeon  in  this  vicinity,  also 
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being  tlie  surgeon  for  the  Burlington  &  Missouri 
River  Railroad,  and  examiner  for  all  the  old-time 
insurance  companies  doing  business  in  Wymore. 

Dr.  Gafiford  was  elected  to  the  State  Legislature 
in  1886,  on  the  Republican  ticket,  serving  as  Chair- 
man of  the  Committee  on  Asylums,  also  on  the 
Committee  of  Labor,  his  term  as  yet  unexpired. 
He  is  quite  a  young  man,  and  has  an  excellent 
beginning  for  a  life  of  prominence  and  usefulness. 
Mrs.  G afford  was  formerly  Miss  Mary  Fenton,  of 
Randolph,  N.  Y. 


jfL_^  ENRY  WILLIAMSON  has  for  five  years 
|l/jj)  been  Justice  of  the  Peace  in  Glenwood 
i!W^  Township.  He  is  a  son  of  Jolin  William - 
(^)  son,  who  was  born  in  Ireland,  and  Margaret 
(Uhl)  Williamson,  who  was  a  native  of  Pennsyl- 
vania. His  father  emigrated  to  America  a  number 
of  years  ago,  and  at  the  time  of  the  Civil  War  he 
enlisted  in  Company  A,  75th  Illinois  Infantry.  In 
the  battle  of  Mission  Ridge  he  was  talien  prisoner 
and  thrown  into  Libby  Prison,  in  which  place  he 
died  in  November,  18fi3.  The  mother  died  in  Car- 
roll, Carroll  Co.,  Iowa,  on  the  31st  of  January, 
1887.     The3'  had  a  family  of  six  children. 

Our  subject  was  born  in  Dixo;i,  Lee  Co.,  III.,  on 
the  6th  of  December,  185.5.  He  spent  his  early 
life  in  the  town  of  his  nativity,  and  was  about 
eight  years  old  when  his  fatlier  died,  after  which 
sad  event  he  went  to  live  with  his  uncle  on  a  farm, 
a  little  distance  from  the  city.  He  remained  with 
his  uncle  until  he  became  twenty-one  years  of  age, 
and  then  took  a  course  of  instruction  in  B.iylies 
Business  College,  at  Keokuk,  Iowa.  He  again  re- 
turned to  Dixon  and  remained  for  about  six  months, 
and  he  then  went  to  Carroll,  in  Iowa,  at  which 
place  he  was  engaged  in  buying  grain  and  selling 
coal.  For  two  years  he  engaged  in  that  busi- 
ness, and  in  the  spring  of  1880  he  came  to  this 
county  and  settled  on  section  30,  Glenwood  Town- 
ship, where  he  owns  160  acres  of  land.  He  has 
erected  good  and  comfortable  buildings,  and  is  well 
supplied  with  modern  conveniences  in  the  way  of 
agricultural  implements  and  articles  of  general 
1  ',      utility  which  so  much  facilitate  the  work  on  a  farm. 


He  has  improved  the  land  until  it  is  in  a  fine  state 
of  cultivation,  and  it  is  devoted  to  the  purposes  of 
general  farming  and  stock-rai.sing. 

On  the  1st  of  April,  1881,  our  subject  was  mar- 
ried in  this  township  to  Miss  Nellie  A.  Faxon,  a 
daughter  of  John  W.  and  Asenath  (Olds)  Faxon, 
who  are  old  and  esteemed  citizens  here.  She  was 
born  in  Whiteside  County,  111.,  on  the  21st  of  Feb- 
ruary, 1859,  and  is  the  mother  of  two  children — 
George  F.  and  John  H.  Our  subject  was  first 
elected  Justice  of  the  Peace  in  the  fall  of  1883, 
and  he  has  so  admirably  discharged  the  duties  of 
that  office  that  he  has  continued  in  tlie  same  ca- 
pacity until  the  present  time.  He  is  among  the 
number  of  enterprising  men  who  realize  the  ad- 
vantage of  learning  in  all  the  walks  of  life,  and 
has  been  prominently  connected  with  the  manage- 
ment of  the  schools  in  his  township,  having  served 
as  Director.  He  is  a  member  of  Jasper  Lodge,  A. 
F.  &  A.  M.,  of  Odell.  and  is  heartily  in  favor  of 
the  administration  of  the  Republican  party.  His 
family  are  well  situated  and  enjoy  the  respect  of 
all  the  residents  of  the  community. 
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ILLIAM  TATGE,  dece:ised.  This  gen- 
tleman was  one  of  those  who  came  from 
beyond  the  seas  to  this  freer  country,  with 
its  larger  opportunities,  more  promising  outlook 
and  happier  institutions.  He  was  born  upon  the 
9th  of  April,  1839,  in  Germany,  and  spent  the 
years  prior  to  his  manhood  in  his  native  country, 
where  also  he  received  his  education  and  instruc- 
tion in  his  chosen  occupation.  He  was  about  twenty- 
seven  years  of  age  wheu  he  determined  to  take  his 
journey  to  the  great  countr}'  of  which  he  had 
heard  so  much,  and  which  seemed  to  be  a  very 
Eldorado. 

Upon  landing  in  the  New  World  our  subject 
went  at  once  to  Bremer  County.  Iowa,  and  speedily' 
found  work  as  a  laborer,  b3'  which  he  was  enabled 
to  save  sufficient  to  begin  farming  upon  his  own 
account  after  about  eighteen  months.  Upon  the 
26th  of  January,  1868,  in  the  same  county,  he  was 
united  in  marriage  with  Mi.ss  Emma  Meier,  who 
was,  like  himself,  a  native  of  Germany,  in  wliich 
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country  she  was  born  on  the  lOtli  of  December, 
1848.  She  was  seventeen  years  of  age  when  she 
came  to  the  United  States.  It  was  her  misfortune 
and  sorrow  to  be  bereaved  of  her  mother  while  yet 
in  her  seventh  year,  and  when  she  came  to  this 
country  she  did  so  alone,  leaving  her  father  and 
step-mother  in  the  old  home.  She  came  believing 
that  in  America  she  could  make  a  better  success  of 
life  than  by  remaining  on  the  other  side.  ■Upon 
landing  she  proceeded  at  once  to  Iowa,  and  it  was 
not  long  before  she  made  the  acquaintance  of  our 
subject,  with  tlie  above-mentioned  result.  They 
concluded  to  try  their  fortune  in  Nebraska,  and  re- 
moved hither  in  the  year  1873,  purchasing  240 
acres  in  Blakely  Township,  and  lived  upon  it  for 
about  seven  years,  improving  it  and  bringing  it  to 
a  high  state  of  cultivation.  He  then  sold  out,  and 
purchased  320  acres  of  new  land,  and  set  to  work 
to  bring  it  to  as  perfect  a  state  of  cultivation  as  pos- 
sible. This  is  the  place  of  residence  of  Mrs.  Tatge 
and  her  family.  It  was  not  long  before  this  farm 
began  to  show  signs  that  there  was  back  of  the 
activities  at  work  upon  it  a  mind  and  strength 
determined  to  achieve  the  conquest  of  the  original 
condition  of  things  and  the  institution  of  a  higher 
cultivation.  A  very  pleasant  home  and  beautiful 
farm  are  the  result,  for  our  subject  was  a  splendid 
farmer,  and,  withal,  a  hard  worker,  and  as  a  result, 
as  his  high  moral  character  and  genial,  liberal  spirit 
became  known  by  his  new  neighbors,  he  was 
greatly  admired  and  respected.  His  last  sickness 
and  death  resulted  from  rheumatic  trouble  con- 
tracted in  the  old  country,  and  which  led  him  down 
into  the  "Valley  of  Death"  on  the  25th  of  .January, 
1885. 

Since  the  death  of  her  husband  Mrs.  Tatge  has 
taken  the  reins  of  government  of  both  farm  and 
liousehold  into  her  own  hands,  and  has  relied 
entirely  upon  her  own  resources,  with  the  gratify- 
ing result  that  there  are  few  farms  better  managed 
or  more  successfully  operated  than  that  upon  sec- 
tion 8  of  Blakely  Township,  a  fact  which  speaks 
volumes  regarding  her  mental  powers,  intelligence 
and  ability.  She  is  the  mother  of  seven  children, 
two  of  whom,  William  and  Henry,  are  deceased. 
Those  who  are  still  living  are :  Caroline,  the  wife  of 
Mr.  Fred  Vieselmeyer,  a  farmer  in  Colorado;  John, 


F'rederick,  Emma  and  Ida.  Mrs.  Tatge  and  her 
family  are  members  in  good  standing  in  the  Luth- 
eran Church,  into  which  they  were  introduced,  and 
in  which  they  have  continued,  since  the  earliest  days 
of  life. 

This  deeply  interesting  family  have  received  the 
most  hearty  sympatliy  and  esteem  of  the  commu- 
nity, and  are  in  every  way  worthy  thereof.  They 
have  exhibited  a  brave  and  noble  spirit  in  all  that 
has  been  undertaken  and  effected  since  the  death 
of  our  subject,  which  affliction  was  borne  with  the 
utmost  patience  and  resignation. 


^^EORGE  B.  REYNOLDS,  one  of  the  most 
[if  ^— ,  successful  general  farmers  of  Lincoln  Town- 
^^j)  ship,  is  pleasantly  located  on  section  15, 
where  he  owns  and  operates  160  acres  of  good 
land.  He  came  to  Lincoln  Township  from  Beatrice 
in  the  spring  of  1883,  locating  upon  a  farm  which 
had  no  improvements,  and  has  since  industriously 
employed  his  time  cultivating  the  soil,  putting  up 
the  necessary  buildings,  and  effecting  the  improve- 
ments which  have  transformed  it  into  one  of  the 
most  desirable  homesteads  of  this  region.  With 
genuine  enterprise  and  good  taste  he  has  planted  a 
grove  of  maple  trees  adjacent  to  his  dwelling, 
which  in  due  time  will  add  greatly  to  the  beauty 
and  value  of  the  property.  His  stock  and  farm 
machinery  are  highly  creditable  to  his  enterprise 
and  good  judgment,  and  as  a  business  man  and 
citizen  he  is  looked  upon  as  one  of  the  important 
factors  of  his  community. 

Prior  to  settling  upon  this  farm  Mr.  Reynolds 
had  been  engaged  in  mercantile  business  at  Bea- 
trice for  a  period  of  fourteen  years.  During  that 
time  he  dealt  in  general  merchandise,  carrying  a 
large  stock  of  the  articles  most  generally  in  use  at 
the  farm  and  in  the  village  household.  His  straight- 
forward methods  of  doing  business  gained  for  him 
a  large  patronage,  and  he  there  laid  the  founda- 
tions of  the  success  which  has  uniformly  attended 
him.  He  became  a  resident  of  this  State  in  the 
fall  of  1868,  emigrating  across  the  Mississippi  from 
Sullivan  County,  N.  Y.,  where  his  birth  took  place  on 
the  19th  of  August,  1834.     There  his  boyhood  and 
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youth  were  passed  upou  a  farm,  ami  ho  lu'caine 
familiar  with  agricultural  pursuits,  wiiieh  lu;  fol- 
lowed during  his  early  manhood. 

Andrew  Reynolds,  the  father  of  our  s\tbject,  also 
a  native  of  the  Empire  State,  was  born  in  Orange 
County,  where  he  lived  until  twenty  years  of  age. 
Then  starting  out  for  himself,  he  cast  his  lot  among 
tlie  pioneers  of  Sullivan  County,  that  State,  taking 
up  a  tract  of  land  in  the  woods,  and  building 
thereon  a  comfortable  homestead.  In  that  county 
he  was  also  married  to  Miss  Catherine  Van  Ben- 
schoten.  This  lady  was  of  German  ancestry,  but 
a  native  of  New  York  State,  and  the  daughter  of 
Garrett  Van  Benschoteu,  who  had  served  as  a  sol- 
dier in  the  Revolutionary'  War,  and  spent  his  last 
days  in  New  York. 

The  parents  of  our  subject  began  life  together 
among  the  early  settlers  of  Sullivan  County,  N.  Y., 
which  continued  their  home  until  they  departed 
hence.  Tlie  father  engaged  in  farming  his  entire 
life.  The  homestead  is  located  in  Fallsburg  Town- 
ship, and  there  the  parents  passed  from  earth,  the 
father  in  1876,  at  the  age  of  eight\'-four  years,  and 
the  mother  in  1877,  aged  eighty-three.  The}'  were 
most  excellent  and  worthy  people,  and  members  in 
good  standing  of  the  Baptist  Church.  The  house- 
hold circle  included  five  sons  and  three  daughters, 
three  of  whom  are  living,  and  of  whom  George  B., 
our  subject,  was  the  youngest  son. 

Mr.  Reynolds  attended  the  pioneer  schools  of  his 
native  county  when  a  boy,  and  later  became  a 
student  of  the  institute  at  Bethany,  Pa.  He  was  a 
jouth  of  more  than  ordinary  intelligence,  fond  of 
his  books,  and  at  the  early  age  of  eigiiteen  j'ears 
began  teaching,  at  which  he  was  engaged  several 
years  during  the  winter  seasons.  At  the  age  of 
twenty-four  j-ears  he  was  married  in  the  county  of 
his  birth,  Dec.  28,  1858,  to  Miss  Stella  B.  Sherwood. 
This  lady  was  born  in  Liberty,  Sullivan  Co.,  N.  Y., 
Aug.  22,  1837,  and  is  the  eldest  daughter  of 
Bradley  B.  and  Jiliza  (Burr)  Sherwood,  who  were 
natives  of  Connecticut,  and  who  came  to  this  State 
about  1880.  The  mother  died  in  Beatrice  in  the 
fall  of  1887,  when  past  seventy  years  of  age.  The 
father,  aged  nearly  eighty,  is  still  living,  and  makes 
his  home  with  his  daugliter,  Mrs.  Henry  Randall, 
of  Beatrice.     The  parents  united  with  the  Presbv- 


terian, Church  early  in   \\(v.  and  as   mcnibers  of  the 
community  performed  well  thrir  part. 

Mrs.  Reynolds  was  reared  in  Liberty  Township, 
Sullivan  Co.,  N.  Y.,  where  she  pursued  her  first 
lessons  in  the  district  school,  and  later  became  a 
student  of  a  higher  school  at  Pleasant  Mount,  Wayne 
Co.,  Pa.  Like  her  husband  she  possesses  rare  in- 
telligence, and  as  a  member  of  society  and  the 
mother  of  a  family  is  fully  equal  to  the  duties  of 
her  high  position.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Reynolds  con- 
tinued residents  of  their  native  county  in  New 
York  State  until  1868,  when  they  came  with  their 
son  to  Nebraska,  and  settling  in  Beatrice,  remained 
there  until  after  the  birth  of  two  children.  Thence 
they  removed  to  their  present  home  in  Lincoln 
Township.  They  have  now  but  three  children  liv- 
ing. The  eldest,  Nathan,  married  Miss  Emma  Per- 
kins, and  is  now  editor  and  proprietor  of  the 
Tecuraseh  Republican,  having  been  connected  with 
the  State  Journal  at  Lincoln  for  some  time;  Gil- 
bert and  Stella  are  at  home.  The  latter  is  teach- 
ing, and  the  former  managing  the  farm.  William 
died  at  the  age  of  four  years.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Rey- 
nolds are  connected  with  the  Presbyterian  Church  at 
Beatrice.  Mr.  R.  is  a  stanch  Republican  politically, 
takes  an  active  part  in  local  politics,  and  hjis  served 
as  Chairman  of  the  County  Central  Committee  for 
some  time.  While  a  resident  of  Beatrice  he  was 
elected  City  Treasurer,  serving  creditably,  and  since 
coming  to  Lincoln  Township  has  also  served  as 
Township  Treasurer.  As  an  efficient  and  capable 
man,  he  has  fulfilled  all  the  duties  of  life  in  the 
most  praiseworthy  manner,  and  enjoys  the  esteem 
and  confidence  of  all  who  know  him. 

EDWARD  G.  WALTHER,City  Clerk  of  Blue 
Springs,  also  conducts  a  prosperous  saddlery 
and  harness  business,  doing  his  own  manu- 
facturing, and  enjoying  a  good  patronage.  He 
came  to  this  city  on  the  8th  of  July,  1881 ,  and  for 
four  years  was  employed  at  his  trade  in  different 
places.  He  established  in  business  on  his  own 
account  in  December,  188.5,  and  enjo^-sa  monopoly, 
having  the  only  harness  store  in  the  place.  He  is 
straightforward  and  methodical  in  his  business  trans- 
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actions,  and  a  man  in  wbcm  tlie  people  Lave 
abunfiant  corfidence. 

Richard  Walther,  the  father  of  our  subject,  was 
born  on  the  other' side  of  the  Atlantic  in  Saxony, 
Germany,  on  the  27th  of  August,  1839,  and  left 
the  Fatherland  with  his  father  when  a  lad  ten  years 
of  age.  The  family  settled  near  Watertown,  Wis., 
where  the  father  first  occupied  himself  in  farming, 
but  later  engaged  in  mercantile  business.  There 
our  subject  pursued  his  first  studies,  and  upon  ap- 
proaching manhood  served  an  apprenticeship  at  the 
harness  trade.  Later  he  established  himself  in  busi- 
ness at  Hustisford,  where  he  operated  until  1868. 
In  the  meantime  he  had  been  married,  and  now 
crossing  the  Mississippi  came  to  this  State,  settling 
first  in  Plattsmouth,  where  he  lived  until  1870.  He 
then  changed  his  residence  to  Franklin  County, 
taking  up  1 60  acres  of  land.  There  he  engaged 
extensively  in  hunting  and  trapping,  which  was  at 
that  time  a  verj'  lucrative  employment.  In  time, 
however,  the  tide  of  immigration  served  to  reduce 
the  number  of  fur-bearing  animals,  and  in  1873 
Mr.  Walther  abandoned  his  business  as  a  trapper, 
and  engaged  in  farming  and  the  milling  business. 
In  1880,  with  his  son,  he  lemoved  to  Cedar  Rapids, 
Iowa,  and  resumed  harness-making.  From  there,  a 
j'ear  later,  he  came  to  Blue  Springs,  establishing 
the  shop  which  he  conducted  until  1885,  when  he 
sold  out  to  his  son,  E.  G..  our  subject,  and  went  to 
Florida,  and  engaged  in  fruit-growing  and  general 
farming.  In  1888  he  returned,  and  located  in 
Brunswick,  Mo.,  and  is  engaged  in  the  harness 
business. 

While  a  resident  of  Wisconsin  Mr.  Richard  Wal- 
ther was  united  in  marriage  with  one  of  his  own 
countrywomen.  Miss  Antonio  Yahr,  and  they  be- 
came the  parents  of  five  children,  Edward  G.  being 
the  only  son.  Two  of  his  sisters  are  now  in  Gage 
County,  Neb.,  and  two  in  Wisconsin.  The  mother 
died  at  her  home  in  Hustisford  in  1869,  and  the 
father  married  again.  He  was  a  man  prominent  in 
the  affairs  of  his  community,  serving  as  Justice  of 
the  Peace,  and  after  coming  to  Nebraska  was 
greatly  interested  in  its  advancement  and  progress. 
As  one  of  its  pioneer  settlers,  and  a  man  in  all 
respects  worthj',  he  was  held  in  the  highest  esteem. 
He  was  the  incumbent  of  the  various  school  offices 
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of  his  township,  and  gave  his  support  and  encour- 
agement to  those  projects  calculated  for  its  advance- 
ment and   prosperitj'. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  born  in  Hustisford, 
Wis.,  July  10,  1862,  and  was  a  little  lad  of  seven 
years  when  he  came  with  his  sister  to  Plattsmouth, 
Neb.  He  was  cared  for  by  strangers  until  the  sec- 
ond marriage  of  his  father,  in  1872,  when  he  went 
to  live  with  him  in  Franklin  County.  There  he 
remained  until  he  was  nineteen  years  old,  serving 
an  apprenticeship  at  the  harness  business,  and  upon 
leaving  home  was  employed  at  different  places  until 
1 885.  He  then  purchased  the  business  of  his  father 
in  Blue  Springs,  where  he  has  since  been  established, 
and  is  now  on  the  highway  to  prosperity.  He  is 
popular  among  his  townsmen,  and  a  member  in 
good  standing  of  the  I.  O.  O.  F. 

The  mother  of  our  subject  was  born  in  Germany, 
and  was  the  daughter  of  Ernest  Yahr,  a  native  of 
the  same  locality,  and  of  pure  German  ancestry. 
The  family  crossed  the  Atlantic  when  their  daugh- 
ter Antonio  was  a  child  of  eleven  years,  and  set- 
tling on  a  farm  in  Dodge  County,  Wis.,  remained 
there  with  them  until  her  marriage.  In  the  Father- 
land Ernest  Yahr  was  employed  as  a  woolen  manu- 
facturer, but  upon  coming  to  this  country  engaged 
in  farm  pursuits.  He  departed  this  life  about  1882. 
His  excellent  wife  had  preceded  him  to  the  silent 
land  in  about  1844.  They  were  most  worthy  peo- 
ple, and  members  in  good  standing  of  the  German 
Lutheran  Church.  The  father  and  his  sons  im- 
proved a  fine  farm  from  the  wilderness  of  Dodge 
County,  Wis.,  and  the  latter  are  now  numbered 
among  its  best  citizens.  Politically,  Mr.  Walther 
afBliates  with  the  Republican  party. 

ylLLIAM  G.  WASHBURN,  Secretary  and 
Treasurer  of  the  Beatrice  Sewer  Pipe 
Company,  is  a  native  of  Maine,  and  was 
born  in  Calais,  Washington  County,  May  26,  1851. 
He  lived  there  with  his  parents,  George  and  Eliza 
(Gilmor)  Washburn,  until  a  lad  of  thirteen  years. 
George  Washburn,  father  of  William  G.,  was  Cap- 
tain of  Company  K,  12th  Maine  Regiment,  and 
served  during  the  late  war,  mostly  under  command 
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of  Gen.  Butler.  He  died  at  Houlton,  Me.,  April  15, 
1883;  the  mother  is  still  living,  m.aking  her  home 
with  our  subject.  Their  family  consisted  of  six 
children,  three  sons  and  three  daughters.  The  eld- 
est daughter,  Emily  W.,  died  Feb.  24,  1884;  two 
brothers,  Charles  Fremont  and  George  A.,  reside  in 
Gage  Count3',  this  State;  Mary  E.,  single,  and  Julia 
C,  the  wife  of  Horace  Waite,  are  residents  of  Boston. 
The  father  was  a  native  of  Kennebec  County,  Me., 
and  the  mother  of  Belf.ast,  Ireland. 

When  William  G.  was  thirteen  his  p.arents  changed 
their  residence  to  Houlton,  Aroostook  County.  There 
our  subject  attended  school  and  continued  until  a 
3-outh  of  nineteen  years,  being  occupied  when  not 
at  his  studies  as  the  assistant  of  his  father  in  his 
flouring-mill  and  on  his  farm.  He  completed  his 
studies  at  Houlton  Academy  jn  Maine,  and  then 
leaving  his  native  State  went  to  the  town  of  Holj'- 
oke,  Mass.,  where  he  was  employed  by  the  lumber 
firm  of  Wiggin  &  Flagg,  with  whom  he  remained 
five  and  one-half  years.  In  May.  1872,  we  find 
him  in  Chicago,  111.,  and  the  employe  of  S.  K.  Mar- 
tin, a  lumber  dealer,  as  traveling  agent;  he  was 
thus  occupied  until  1876.  Then,  returning  to  Mas- 
sachusetts, he  engaged  with  a  Boston  lumber  firm, 
handling  their  material  on  commission,  and  was 
connected  with  the  lumber  trade  at  the  Hub  until 
in  December,  1878. 

In  Januar}',  1879,  Mr.  W.asbburn  formed  a  part- 
nership with  S.  K.  Martin,  of  Chicago,  and  they 
established  a  lumber  business  in  Beatrice,  where  they 
operated  together  until  January,  1888;  at  that  time 
they  closed  out  the  yard  at  Beatrice  and  Mr.  Wash- 
burn disposed  of  his  lumber  interests.  In  the  mean- 
time the3'  established  branch  yards  at  Wymore  and 
Liberty ;  the  two  latter  are  being  managed  b3'  the 
brothers  of  Mr.  Washburn  for  S.  K.  Martin  &  Co. 
The  Beatrice  Sewer  Pipe  Company  was  incorpo- 
rated in  1884  and  began  business  in  1885,  and  our 
subject  was  one  of  the  original  stockholders.  On 
the  25th  of  May,  1887.  he  was  elected  Secretary, 
and  in  1888  Treasurer,  which  position  he  holds  at 
the  present  time.  The  factory  is  located  half  a 
mile  south  of  the  city,  although  within  the  corpo- 
rate limits.  It  furnishes  employment  to  forty  men. 
Mr.  Washburn  devotes  his  entire  time  to  the  busi- 
ness, and  is  considered  the  proper  man  for  the  place 


he  occupies.  They  have  built  up  a  large  and  grow- 
ing trade  and  the  output  is  of  a  superior  quality. 

One  of  the  most  important  events  in  the  life  of 
our  subject  was  his  marriage,  April  15,  1881,  his 
bride  being  Miss  Flora  E.,  daughter  of  1).  O.  and 
Julia  A.  (Peabody)  Wight,  of  Boston,  Mass.  Of 
this  union  there  have  been  born  four  children, 
namely:  Edward  Wight,  Jessie  Beatrice,  Arthur 
Wendell  and  Edna  Gilmor.  Mr.  Washburn  repre- 
sented the  First  Ward  as  Alderman  for  a  period  of 
four  years,  and  is  an  ex-President  of  the  Board  of 
Trade.  Politically,  he  is  an  uncompromising  Dem- 
ocrat. 

^1 UGUST  VONDERFECHT.  The  subject  of 
^Oi    this  sketch,  a  man  in  the  prime  of  life  and 

III  w  midst  of  his  usefulness,  occupies  a  promi- 
(^  nent  position  as  a  leading  farmer  and  stock- 

raiser  of  Clatonia  Township,  where  he  has  lived  for 
the  last  twelve  years.  He  has  built  up  from  a  tr.act 
of  wild  land  a  valuable  farm,  and  is  numbered 
among  the  well-to-do  citizens  who  have  made  their 
mark  in  Gage  County  as  men  of  industry  and  intel- 
ligence. 

Our  subject  first  opened  his  eyes  on  the  other 
side  of  the  Atlantic,  in  the  Province  of  Hanover, 
Germany,  March  24,  1847.  His  parents  were  John 
and  Sophia  (Long)  Vonderfecht,  and  he  was  their 
j'oungest  son.  Their  family  included  nine  children, 
three  of  whom  are  living;  two  are  residents  of  Gage 
County  and  one  of  Germany.  The  father  died 
about  1886;  the  mother  is  in  Germany. 

Young  Vonderfecht  received  a  practical  educa- 
tion in  his  native  countiy,  and  early  in  life  became 
familiar  with  agricultural  pursuits.  In  the  early 
part  of  1866,  determining  to  seek  his  fortunes  on 
the  Western  Continent,  he  embarked  on  a  sailing- 
vessel  from  the  port  of  Bremen,  and  after  a  tedious 
voyage  of  eleven  weeks  and  one  diiy,  he  set  foot 
upon  American  soil  in  the  city  of  New  York.  Dur- 
ing the  voyage  they  had  run  out  of  provisions  and 
about  a  third  of  the  p,assengers  were  thrown  over- 
board, and  the  balance  were  half  starved  upon 
their  arrival  at  their  journey's  end.  Our  subject 
proceeded  directl}'  to  Tazewell  Count}',  111.,  where 
he  was  employed  three  years  as  a  farm  laborer,  and 
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with  a  small  amount  of  monoy  wliich  he  had  man- 
aged to  save,  now  started  for  Nebraska.  He  first 
homesteaded  eighty  acres  of  land  on  section  34  in 
Buda  Precinct,  Lancaster  County,  upon  which  he 
resided  six  years.  Not  l)eing  quite  satisfied  with 
the  result  of  his  labors  there,  he  resolved  to  change 
his  residence,  and  accordingly  settled  on  the  land 
which  he  now  occupies,  and  which  is  pleasantly  lo- 
cated on  section  20.  Here  he  now  has  240  acres, 
all  of  which  he  has  brought  to  a  productive  condi- 
tion. He  has  also  erected  substantial  buildings  and 
surrounded  himself  and  family  with  those  comforts 
and  conveniences  indispensable  to  the  happiness  of 
the  modern  agriculturist. 

Our  subject,  while  a  resident  of  Tazewell  County, 
111.,  was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Maggie  Hel- 
ler, and  they  are  now  the  parents  of  five  interesting 
children,  three  sons  and  two  daughters;  they  are 
all  living  and  named  respectively:  William  H. ; 
Emma  Sophia,  born  Jan.  1,  1.872;  Lena,  April  13, 
1873;  Edw.ird,  July  31,  1877,  and  Ernst,  April  3, 
1884.  Mr.  Vonderfecht  is  Democratic  is  politics, 
and  a  member  in  good  standing  of  the  Luther.an 
Church.  He  occupies  the  position  of  Moderator  in 
his  school  district,  is  quite  prominent  in  local  affairs, 
and  a  man  whose  opinions  are  uniformly  respected. 


--^:N— 


ANIEL  MOSCHEL,  a  leading  German 
farmer  of  Lincoln  Township,  owns  and  oc- 
cupies IGO  acres  of  land,  which  he  has 
brought  to  a  good  state  of  cultivation,  and 
upon  which  he  has  erected  a  substantial  set  of  frame 
buildings.  A  view  of  the  homestead  is  presented 
on  an  adjoining  page.  In  addition  to  general  agri- 
culture he  gives  considerable  attention  to  stock-rais- 
ing, keeping  a  goodly  assortment  of  cattle,  horses  and 
swine.  He  possesses  the  true  thrift  and  industry 
■which  are  national  characteristics  of  his  race,  and  is 
one  of  the  most  peaceable  and  law-abiding  citizens 
in  this  community. 

Our  subject  came  to  this  township  in  1882,  re- 
moving from  the  vicinity  of  Beatrice,  where  he  had 
a  farm  of  eighty  acres  which  he  improved  from  the 
raw  prairie.      He  first  set  foot  upon  the  soil  of  Ne- 
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hraska  in  1876,  and  the  greater  part  of  that  time 
has  been  a  resident  of  Gage  County.  A  native  of 
the  Kingdom  of  Bavaria,  Germany,  he  was  horn  on 
the  17th  of  March,  1854,  and  came  to  the  United 
States  with  his  mother,  Margaret  (Shantz)  Mosehel, 
his  father.  Christian  Mosehel,  having  died  in  his 
native  Germany  when  Daniel  was  a  child  of  eight- 
een months.  The  widowed  mother  brought  all  her 
children  with  her,  and  they  located  first  in  Tazewell 
County,  111.,  where  they  maintained  tAiemselves  by 
farming,  and  where  they  lived  until  crossing  the 
Mississippi.  " 

The  mother  of  our  subject  died  near  the  city  of 
Beatrice  at  the  age  of  sevent3'-four  3'ears,  Oct. 
4,  1876.  Both  parents  belonged  to  the  Protestant 
Chui'ch.  Daniel  is  the  youngest  of  seven  living 
children,  and  acquired  his  education  chiefly  in  the 
schools  of  Tazewell  County,  111.  He  was  early  in 
life  made  acquainted  with  hard  labor,  and  thus 
formed  those  habits  of  industry  which  have  re- 
sulted in  his  ultimate  success.  After  coming  to  this 
county  he  was  married  in  Lincoln  Township,  Oct. 
6,  1878,  to  Miss  Sophia  Knoche.  Mrs.  Mosehel 
was  born  in  Illinois,  Jan.  5,  1860,  and  is  the  daugh- 
ter of  Christopher  Knoche,  a  sketch  of  whom 
appears  elsewhere  in  this  volume.  Mr.  Knoche  left 
Illinois  in  1870,  and  taking  up  his  abode  in  this 
county  engaged  in  farming.  The  parents  are  now 
residents  of  Gage  County. 

Mr.  Mosehel  and  his  wife  began  the  journey  of 
life  together  in  Midland  Township,  and  worked  in 
harmony  to  build  up  a  homestead.  Their  union  has 
been  blessed  by  the  birth  of  six  children,  one  of  whom 
died  in  infancy,  and  another,  whom  they  named 
Clara,  when  two  months  old.  The  survivors  are 
Christian,  Caroline,  Minnie  and  Elmer.  The  eldest 
is  nine  y^ars  of  age  and  the  youngest  one  year.  Mr. 
Mosehel  as  the  native  of  an  Empire  having  among 
its  laws  the  admirable  one  of  compulsory  education, 
believes  in  securing  to  the  young  those  advantages 
which  will  make  of  them  worthy  and  intelligent 
citizens,  and  accordingly  will  give  to  his  children 
the  education  which  his  means  and  station  will  jus- 
tify. He  cast  his  first  Presidential  vote  for  Tilden, 
identifying  himself  with  the  Democratic  party,  of 
which  he  still  ren.ains  a  firm  supporter.  The  home- 
stead which  he  has  built  up,  adding  greatly  to  its 
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value  since  he  came  into  possession  of  it,  is  recog- 
Jiizeil  as  that  of  an  infUistrious  and  intelligent 
citizen,  who  is  highly  worthy  of  representation  in 
til  is  work. 


-#-#-- 


;ILLIAM  J.  BURGESS,  a  general  farmer 
and  stock-raiser  of  Grant  Township,  owns 
real  estate  on  section  27  to  the  extent  of 
160  acres  of  good  land,  which  he  homsteaded  dur- 
ing the  early  settlement  of  Nebraska.  Making  his 
purcl'.ase  directly  from  Uncle  Sam,  the  spring  of 
18G7  found  him  located  where  he  has  since  lived, 
and  where  his  most  industrious  efforts  have  been 
exerted  in  the  building  uj)  of  a  homestead  which 
will  be  for  him  a  snug  haven  during  his  declining 
years. 

Mr.  Burgess  came  direct  to  this  section  of  the 
country  from  Racine  County,  Wis.,  which  was  the 
home  of  his  boyhood  and  J'outh,  and  where  his 
birth  took  place  in  Dover  Township,  March  14, 
184G.  His  parents  were  Nehemiah  and  Sophia 
(Woodman)  Burgesfe,  and  he  was  their  second  son 
and  child.  Nehemiah  Burgess  was  born  in  Ver- 
mont, and  emigrated  to  Wisconsin  while  a  single 
man.  Securing  a  tract  of  land  in  the  wilds  of 
Dover  Township,  he  transformed  the  uncultivated 
soil  toa  productive  condition,  and  erected  the  build- 
ings necessaiy  for  the  comfort  of  his  family.  Pre- 
vious to  this,  however,  he  had  been  united  in  mar- 
riage with  one  of  the  most  estimable  j'oung  women 
of  that  section,  Miss  Sophia  Woodman,  who  was 
born  in  Palmyra,  N.  Y.,  and  migrated  with  her 
parents  to  AVisconsin  after  attaining  mature  years. 

The  parents  of  our  subject  began  life  together  in 
the  most  primitive  fashion,  making  it  a  point  to 
live  within  their  income,  and  experienced  all  the 
hardships  and  difficulties  of  life  in  a  new  settle- 
ment. They  continued  residents  of  the  Badger 
State  until  1 867,  then  crossing  the  Father  of  Waters, 
came  to  this  county,  and  the  father  departed  hence 
in  the  fall  of  1877.  The  mother  is  still  living,  and 
makes  her  home  with  her  children  in  Grant  Town- 
ship. 

Our  subject  was  reared  to  manhood  in  his  native 
county,  and  acquired   his  education  in  the  district 


schools.  He  came  to  Nebraska  a  single  raan,  and 
was  married  in  Grant  Township  to  MisSi  Alice  A. 
Kinzie,  who  was  born  near  P^lkhart,  Ind.,  Oct.  II), 
18,54.  Her  parents,  Daniel  and  Mary  (Anderson) 
Kinzie,  were  natives  of  Virginia  and  Ohio  respect- 
ively', and  were  married  in  Elkhart  C'ount3',  Ind. 
After  the  birth  of  several  children  they  emigrated 
to  Iowa  County,  Wis.,  their  daughter,  Alice  A., 
being  then  a  little  child  three  years  of  age  and  the 
fourth  in  the  family.  The  father  had  learned  the 
miller's  trade  in  early  manhood,  and  followed  it 
mostly  until  coming  to  Nebraska.  Here  they  lo- 
cated in  Grant  Township  about  1874,  where  the 
death  of  both  parents  occurred  when  they  were  ripe 
in  j'ears.  Mrs.  Kinzie  was  a  most  estimable  ladv, 
and  a  devoted  member  of  the  Methodist  Elpiscopal 
Church.   Mr.  K.,  politically,  was  a  stanch  Democrat. 

Mrs.  Burgess  received  an  excellent  education  in 
her  native  county,  where  she  continued  at  home 
with  her  parents,  and  accompanied  them  to  Ne- 
braska when  a  young  woman.  Of  her  union  with 
our  subject  there  have  been  born  four  children — 
Dora  M.,  Cora  A.,  William  E.  and  Maude.  The 
home  and  its  surroundings  present  a  pleasant  pic- 
ture of  rural  life  in  the  midst  of  peace  and  plenty, 
and  surrounded  b}-  a  communitj'  where  the  inmates 
are  held  in  the  highest  respect.  Mr.  Burgess  cast  Ins 
first  Presidential  vote  for  Abraham  Lincoln,  and  uni- 
formly supports  the  Republican  party.  He  has  al- 
ways taken  a  warm  interest  in  local  affairs,  and 
under  the  new  biw  was  elected  second  Supervisor 
of  Grant  Township,  the  duties  of  which  oflSce  he 
discharged  in  a  manner  highly  creditable  to  himself 
and  satisfactory  to  the  people.  During  the  late 
war  he  served  as  a  soldier  in  the  Union  Army,  en- 
listing in  Company  G,  2d  Wisconsin  Cavalry,  his 
regiment  being  assigned  to  the  Western  and  South- 
western divisions  of  the  army. 

After  twenty-one  months  of  honorable  service, 
during  which  time  our  subject  met  the  enemy  in 
various  skirmishes  and  endured  many  hardships 
and  privations,  he  received  his  honorable  discharge, 
returning  home  unharmed,  with  the  exception  of 
the  natural  results  of  privation  and  exposure.  There 
were  times  when  the  soldiers  suffered  severely  for 
the  want  of  wholesome  food  and  water,  and  they 
were  often  obliged  to  go  long  periods  without  any- 
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thing  at  all  to  eat  or  rlrink.  Mr.  B.,  socially,  be- 
longs to  the  G.  A.  R.  Post,  at  DeWitt.  Among  the 
views  of  many  of  the  excellent  farms  presented  in 
this  volume  may  be  found  that  of  Mr.  Burgess' 
place. 

eHARLES  E.  TUCK.  Logan  Township  con- 
tains few  citizens  more  enterprising,  honor- 
able and  patriotic  to  the  institutions  of  the 
State  and  country  than  the  subject  of  this  sketch. 
In  earlier  life  he  traveled  the  rough  road  of  ex- 
perience, to  reach  the  position  of  his  present  suc- 
eess  in  life,  and  has  often  found  in  the  compan- 
ionship which  it  has  been  his  privilege  to  enjoy, 
the  stimulus,  inspiration  and  help  to  prosecute  his 
journey  toward  this  most-to-be-desired  goal.  His 
beautiful  farm,  which,  thanks  to  his  intimate  knowl- 
edge of  agriculture  and  his  physical  ability  to  util- 
ize the  same,  has  been  brought  to  an  almost  perfect 
state  of  agricultural  efficiency,  is  160  acres  in  ex- 
tent, and  contains  within  its  borders  some  of  the 
most  fertile  and  tillable  land  in  the  county. 

Our  subject  is  the  son  of  Edward  and  Mary  A. 
(Fry)  Tuck,  natives  of  New  Hampshire  and  Massa- 
chusetts respectively.  His  father,  whose  chosen 
occupation  in  life  was  that  of  a  farmer  and  drover, 
was  born  in  the  year  1817.  In  1856  he  went  to 
Henderson  County,  111.,  where  he  continued  in  hus- 
bandry until  he  died,  in  1864.  His  wife  was  born 
in  1827,  and  is  at  present  residing  in  Woodland, 
Cal.  Their  union  was  completed  by  the  birth  of 
eight  children,  whose  names  are  as  follows :  Lyman 
P.;  Charles  E.,  our  subject;  EllaT.,  Elma  A.,  Mary 
E.,  Mercy  A.,  Harold  W.  S.  and  Albert  F.  The 
grandfather  of  our  subject  on  his  father's  side  was 
Col.  Edward  Tuck,  of  the  United  States  Army  in 
1812.  Mr.  Tuck's  great-grandfather  was  a  soldier 
in  the  Revolution,  and  died  in  the  mountains  while 
returning  from  the  war. 

Grafton,  N.  H.,  is  the  place  of  the  birth  of  our 
subject,  which  took  place  upon  the  31st  of  Decem- 
ber, 1849.  His  education  was  that  common  to  the 
times,  and  was  the  best  the  schools  of  the  district 
afforded.  At  the  age  of  seventeen  he  began  farm- 
ing for  himself. 

In  1880  our  subject  removed  to  Logan  Township, 
Gage  County,  and  settled  upon  the  farm  at  present 


occupied  by  him,  which,  however,  owes  all  its  im- 
provements, everything  that  distinguishes  it  from 
its  primitive  condition,  to  his  intelligent  efforts.  His 
house  occupies  one  of  the  best  sites  on  the  farm,  is 
substantially  built  and  well  designed ;  although  not 
what  would  be  called  a  grand  house,  it  is  to  our 
subject  grander  than  the  grandest;  better  than  the 
best  could  be,  were  the  faces  of  those  who  make 
this  home  what  it  is  absent.  Besides  the  residence 
he  has  put  up  a  good  barn  and  windmill,  has  put 
out  groves  and  orchard,  and  his  well-tilled  fields 
are  all  well  fenced  or  hedged.  In  1885  our  subject 
went  to  California,  but  not  being  satisfied  with  the 
outlook  he  returned  here  the  same  year. 

Upon  the  8th  of  October,  1875,  in  Washington 
County,  Iowa,  our  subject  was  united  in  marriage 
with  Phebe  Walker.  This  lady  was  born  in  Vinton 
County,  Ohio,  on  the  23d  of  September,  1850.  She  is 
well  educated,  attended  the  Washington  County 
(Iowa)  High  School,  and  has  taught  school  for  three 
terms,  in  which  she  manifested  an  ability  and  power 
not  usual  excepting  among  older  and  far  more  ex- 
perienced educators.  Her  father,  John  Walker, 
was  born  in  England,  in  the  sixth  year  of  the  present 
century,  and  was  brought  to  the  United  States  in 
1818,  when  his  parents  removed  hither.  His  first 
home  in  the  New  World  was  near  Muskingum, 
Ohio,  in  the  days  when  the  State  was  first  being 
opened  up.  and  when  it  was  in  the  beginning  of  its 
pioneer  experience.  He  removed  to  Washington 
County,  Iowa,  in  1867,  and  there  made  his  home 
until  his  death,  in  1883.  Her  mother,  whose 
maiden  name  was  Susan  Ellis,  was  born  in  Ohio  in 
1809,  and  now  resides  with  her  son.  Mrs.  Tuck  has 
become  the  mother  of  three  children :  Minnie  A., 
who  was  born  on  the  18th  of  July,  1877;  also  Susan 
Stella  and  Mary  Ella,  twins,  who  were  born  on  the 
25th  of  July,  1881. 

The  family  of  which  the  wife  of  our  subject  was 
a  member  comprised  besides  the  parents  thirteen 
children,  whose  names  are  here  appended  :  Edward, 
William  M.,  Thomas,  Naomi,  Anna  and  Elizabeth 
(both  of  whom  are  deceased),  George  W.,  Fletcher, 
Samuel,  Leonard,  Mary,  Phebe  and  James  W. 
Edward  enlisted  in  the  18th  Ohio  Infantry,  in  the 
year  1861,  for  a  term  of  three  years,  and  served 
throughout  that  period,  and  not  without  commeuda-    ^ 
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tion  for  .distinguished  conduct;  AVilliam  M.  en- 
listed as  a  100-days  man  in  the  Ohio  Home  Guards, 
in  1864;  he  was  slightly  affected  in  his  leg.  but  not 
sufficient  to  hinder  such  service  as  might  be  de- 
manded of  him  in  this  connection,  but  he  was  taken 
into  actual  service  in  the  South  at  a  time  when 
there  was  special  demand  for  men ;  there  he  be- 
came rapidly  worse,  and  is  now  helpless  and  de- 
pendent. Fletcher  enlisted  in  the  43d  Ohio  Infantry 
in  1861.  was  taken  sick,  and  died  at  Corinth; 
George  enlisted  in  the  118th  Illinois  Infantrj-,  and 
during  his  service  contracted  disease  from  which  he 
h.is  never  recovered;  be  received  an  honorable 
discharge  and  returned  to  his  home.  Thomas  en- 
listed in  the  Home  Guards  and  was  taken  into 
actual  service,  and  served  his  full  term ;  Leonard 
enlisted  in  1863  in  the  114th  Ohio  Infantry;  he 
received  a  wound  in  the  head,  and  while  in  the  hos- 
pital was  taken  sick  with  measles  and  died. 

The  wife  of  our  subject  is  a  very  devout  member 
of  the  Methodist  Church,  and  attends  at  Prairie 
Cliapel;  she  is  looked  upon  as  one  of  the  most  de- 
vout and  earnest  of  its  members,  and  is  universal!}' 
respected.  Mr.  Tuck  is  at  present  Treasurer  and 
one  of  the  Trustees  of  the  .«aid  church.  He  is 
also  now  in  his  third  consecutive  term  as  Township 
Treasurer,  besides  which  he  has  been  School  Treas- 
urer for  one  term.  In  each  of  these  offices  the 
manner  of  his  conduct  of  affairs  has  been  most  sat- 
isfactory in  every  regard.  Socially,  he  is  promi- 
nently connected  with  the  Masonic  fraternity,  and 
has  been  adjudged  worthy  of  being  raised  to  tlie 
sublime  degree  of  a  Master  Mason,  and  of  being 
advanced  to  the  eminent  degree  of  a  Knight 
Templar.  He  is  affiliated  with  the  order  in  Beatrice, 
where  he  holds  his  membership  in  lodge.  Chapter 
and  Commandery.  The  politics  of  our  subject  are 
along  the  line  of  the  principles  of  the  Republican 
party,  of  which  he  is  an  old  member,  and  has  al- 
ways been  considered  a  firm  friend  and  supporter. 


"AN  J.  RODERICK,  Treasurer  of  Gage 
County,  was  born  in  the  Principality  of 
"Wales,  at  the  modest  home  of  his  parents  in 
the  little  village  of  Taliesin,  on  the  21st  of  June, 
M*        


1  856.  When  a  lad  twelve  years  of  age,  his  parents, 
Evan  and  Ann  (.Jones)  Roderick,  who  were  of  the 
same  nativity  and  nationalitj*  as  their  son.  emi- 
grated to  America,  settling  first  in  AVilkesbarre, 
Luzerne  Co.,  Pa.  There  his  father  engaged  in  the 
boot  and  shoe  business,  and  there  both  parents 
spent  the  remainder  of  their  lives. 

To  the  parents  of  our  subject  there  were  born 
four  children,  three  sons  and  one  daughter,  of 
whom  Evan  was  the  youngest.  His  brother  Ed- 
ward is  in  partnership  with  him,  the  firm  name 
being  Roderick  Bros.,  dealers  in  general  merchan- 
dise, at  Blue  Springs;  his  sister  is  deceased;  the 
other  brother,  George,  is  a  farmer  in  Sicily  Town- 
ship, this  county.  Evan  completed  his  education  in 
the  commercial  department  of  Wj'oming  Seminary, 
at  Kingston,  Pa.,  and  began  his  business  experi- 
ence as  a  clerk  in  a  dry -goods  store  at  Wilkesbarre, 
with  John  Roderick.  His  next  engagement  was 
with  the  firm  of  Schofield  and  Riley,  of  whose  busi- 
ness he  assumed  the  man.ngement  until  the  year 
1876.  Thence  he  migrated  to  New  Yoik  Citj-,  and 
engaged  as  traveling  salesman  for  the  commission 
firm  of  Mooretingue  &  Co.,  dealers  in  dry -goods, 
principally  dress  fabrics.  He  was  next  located  in 
Utica,  N.  Y.,  and  employed  as  head  salesman  with 
the  firm  of  Shepherd  &  Co.,  with  whom  he  remained 
two  and  one-half  years. 

At  the  expiration  of  this  time  Mr.  Roderick  es- 
tablished himself  in  business  on  his  own  account  in 
a  store  of  general  merchandise  at  Floyd  Corners, 
Oneida  Co.,  N.  Y. ;  later  he  formed  a  partnership 
with  his  brother,  and  they  continued  together  until 
our  subject  came  to  the  West.  Upon  his  arrival  in 
this  county  he  located  in  Blue  Springs,  where  he 
still  carries  on  mercantile  business  in  partnership 
with  his  brother.  They  have  built  up  a  good  busi- 
ness, and  as  the  result  of  a  liberal  patronage  put 
up  a  neat  storehouse  covering  an  area  of  24x90 
feet,  built  of  brick  and  two  stories  in  height.  In 
1885  he  became  interested  in  the  breeding  of 
horses,  including  both  fast  trotting  stock  and  draft 
animals.  He  had  previously  to  this  secured  a 
tract  of  land  which  is  now  devoted  to  his  stock 
operations. 

In  the  fall  of  1885  Mr.  Roderick,  who  had  long 
been  recognized  as  a  valued  addition  to  both  the 
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business  and  social  circles  of  this  county,  was 
chosen  as  the  nominee  of  the  Republican  party  for 
Treasurer  of  Gage  County,  and  soon  after  his  elec- 
tion assumed  the  duties  of  his  office,  in  January, 
1886.  The  result  of  the  election  was  one  of  which 
he  has  reason  to  be  proud,  as  his  opponent  was  a 
prominent  member  of  the  commuuitj',  as  well  as  of 
the  Democratic  party.  Mi-.  R.  was  the  first  Repub- 
lican candidate  elected  to  any  important  office 
outside  of  the  city  of  Beatrice,  and  such  was  the  effi- 
ciency with  which  he  fulfilled  his  duties  that  he  was 
re-elected  to  the  same  office  in  November,  1887, 
and  is  now  (.888)  approaching  the  completion  of 
the  first  year  of  his  second  term.  He  was  re- 
elected by  a  much  larger  majorit}'  than  at  first,  and 
appears  to  be  in  all  respects  the  right  man  in  the 
right  place. 

Mr.  Roderick  was  married  in  Princeton,  Bureau 
Co.,  111.,  in  October,  1885,  to  Miss  Mollie  B. 
Crossley,  who  was  of  Princeton,  111.,  and  is  the 
daughter  of  Dr.  George  W.  and  Mary  C.  (Shugart) 
Crossley.  Dr.  Crossley  was  a  native  of  Princeton, 
111.,  and  was  one  of  the  most  prominent  and  popu- 
lar physicians  of  that  part  of  the  Prairie  State.  He 
and  his  wife  are  both  deceased.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Roderick  there  has  been  born  one  child,  a  daughter, 
Gwendolen.  The  farm  of  Mr.  Roderick  embraces 
160  acres  of  valuable  land,  adjacent  to  the  town  of 
Blue  Springs.  It  is  hardly  necessary  to  state  that 
he  is  an  active  Republican.  Socially,  he  belongs  to 
the  Masonic  fraternity,  being  a  member  of  Blue 
Lodge,  at  Blue  Springs.  He  is  also  a  Knight  Tem- 
plar, a  member  of  Mt.  Herman  Commandery,  at 
Beatrice. 


\¥/  AMES  TAYLOR  is  a  son  of  Jacob  and  Alice 
I  Taylor,  whose  biography  appears  in  this 
^-^11  work.  He  was  born  on  the  loth  of  Febru- 
1^^  ary,  1853,  in  England,  and  when  a  child  he 
was  brought  by  his  parents  to  America.  He  was 
reared  in  Illinois,  receiving  his  education  in  the 
district  schools,  and  afterward  he  took  a  course  of 
study  in  the  Davenport  (Iowa)  Business  College. 

On  the  23d  of  January,  1881,  our  subject  was 
united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Elizabeth  Massey,  of 
this  county,   she   having  come  from   England,  her 


native  country,  in  the  spring  of  1880.  Her  parents. 
George  and  Selina  Massey,  are  natives  of  England, 
in  which  country  the  father  still  lives. 

To  brighten  their  home  and  add  a  charm  to  their 
lives,  there  have  been  given  four  children  to  our 
subject  and  his  wife,  viz :  Charles  E.,  Arthur  G., 
Lillian  M.  and  John  Sherman.  Mrs.  T.aylor  is  a 
member  of  the  Church  of  England. 

Mr.  Taylor  is  the  owner  of  a  fine  farm  of  160 
acres,  located  on  section  24,  Sicily  Township,  on 
which  he  lives.  He  has  his  farm  in  a  good  state 
of  cultivation  and  splendidly  improved.  Besides 
giving  particular  attention  to  the  growing  of  grain, 
he  has  been  interested  in  the  raising  of  livestock,  of 
which  he  raises  enough  to  use  all  the  grain  grown 
on  his  farm.  He  is  also  the  owner  of  another  farm 
consisting  of  142  acres  on  section  28.  He  is  an 
energetic  and  enterprising  young  farmer,  and  has 
met  with  success,  as  his  present  prosperous  condi- 
tion indicates.  He  is  a  Republican  in  politics,  and 
is  interested  in  the  adv.ancement  of  all  educational, 
business  and  social  movements.  He  enjoys  the 
confidence  and  esteem  of  his  neighbors,  and  is  al- 
ways pleased  to  knovv  of  their  success. 
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EUBEN  CAVETT.  Upon  section  26  of 
Rockford  Township  is  the  farm  of  our  sub- 
ject, which  is  some  200  acres  in  extent,  and 
I  exhibits  in  every  department  most  unmis- 
takable signs  of  enterprise,  thrift,  progress,  success 
and  ability,  all  the  more  praiseworthy  because  Mr. 
Cavett  is  even  now  only  in  the  full  vigor  of  his 
manhood.  He  is  the  son  of  James  and  Lucy  A. 
(Barnes)  Cavett,  who  were  born,  the  father  in 
Pennsylvania,  the  mother  in  Ohio.  James  Cavett, 
the  grandfather  of  our  subject,  came  from  Scotland 
and  settled  in  the  Keystone  State  in  an  early  day. 
As  a  young  man  the  father  of  our  subject  settled 
in  Ohio.  Thence,  in  1846,  he  migrated  to  Ogle 
County,  111.,  and  died  there  at  the  age  of  thirty- 
eight  years,  in  1855,  having  for  several  years  by 
his  industry  been  in  quite  easy  circumstances.  His 
wife,  who  is  seventy-one  years  of  age,  resides  with 
our  subject.  The  family  circle  included  four  chil- 
dren, two  of  whom  survive.     Their   names  are   l^e 
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corderl  as  folluws :  Cynthia  A.,  who  died  in  child- 
iiuud,  as  did  also  iier  brother,  John  1).  Besides 
these  are  Reuben,  our  subject,  and  his  sister  Eliza- 
beth, who  is  now  Mrs.  H.  C.  Colburn,  and  lives 
at  Blue  Springs,  this  county. 

Our  subject  was  born  .Sept.  21,  1841,  upon  the 
old  farm  in  Van  Wert  County,  Ohio.  He  was  five 
years  of  age  when  the  family  removed  to  Illinois, 
and  fourteen  when  he  lost  his  father.  Owing  to  the 
newness  of  the  country  his  education  was  received 
in  a  private  school,  and  in  consequence  of  his 
father's  death  was  confined  within  far  narrower 
limits  than  had  been  designed.  From  a  youth 
until  the  year  1862  he  took  charge  of  and  managed 
the  farm,  but  in  response  to  the  call  for  men  in  that 
year  lie  enlisted  for  a  term  of  100  days  in  Company 
I,  140th  Illinois  Infantry,  was  mustered  into  the 
service  at  Springfield,  ill.,  anil  almost  immediately 
departed  for  Memphis,  where  the  regiment  was  em- 
ployed in  guarding  the  Memphis  &  Charleston 
Railroad.  At  the  expiration  of  the  100  days,  he 
received  an  honorable  discharge  at  Chicago,  and 
returned  home  and  resumed  farming. 

In  1865. Mr.  Cavett  was  happily  wedded  to  Miss 
Calesta  Todd,  a  daughter  of  AVilkenson  and  Aletha 
Todd,  a  lady  whose  home  and  school  education  has 
both  tended  to  fit  her  for  a  position  in  either 
domestic  or  social  circle  whenever  she  should  be 
called  upon  to  occupy  them.  She  has  without 
doubt  brought  into  the  life  and  home  of  our  sub- 
ject influences  that  have  given  to  it  tone,  color  and 
completeness.  She  is  the  youngest  of  a  family  of 
six  children,  and  was  born  at  Findlay,  Ohio,  on  the 
IGtIi  of  September,  1844.  When  but  three  years 
of  age  she  was  left  fatherless,  and  was  just  prepared 
to  enter  into  her  teens  when  her  mother  also  was  re- 
moved by  death,  and  she  was  left  in  the  most  awful 
loneliness,  that  of  the  orphan.  A  cousin,  Mrs.  J. 
Bixby,  of  Findlay.  was  deeply  moved  by  this  sad  be- 
reavement, and  adopted  her  into  her  family,  which 
was  her  home  until  her  marriage. 

After  their  union  our  subject  and  his  wife  con- 
tinued upon  the  farm  in  Ogle  County,  yvav  by  year 
increasing  in  prosperity.  In  1880  this  propertj' 
was  sold,  and  they  removed  to  Nebraska,  and  in 
the  fall  of  the  following  year  their  present  farm 
was    purchased.       If    a    well-built,    roomy    house. 


beautifully  furnished  and  pleasantly  situated,  make 
a  home,  then  our  subject  has  a  home;  but  without 
doubt  these  things,  however  beautiful,  and  much  to 
be  desired,  would  lose  their  attraction  were  it  not 
for  those  who  are  its  brightness,  the  family  circle, 
which,  besides  the  wife  and  mother,  includes  three 
children,  whose  names  are  here  given,  viz:  Lucy, 
Charles  II.  and  Nettie  A.  Besides  these  there  is  one  • 
little  one,  Wilbur,  who  was  laid  away  to  sleep  until 
the  great  awakening,  having  departed  this  life  at  the 
tender  .age  of  four  years. 

For  several  ye.ars  our  subject  has  ably  filled  the 
office  of  School  Director,  a  position  eminentlj' 
congenial  to  him,  since  his  interest  in  educational 
matters  has  always  been  great.  Our  subject  never 
has  been  what  would  be  called  a  politician,  but  has 
at  the  same  time  ever  been  mindful  of  his  duty  as  a 
citizen,  and  usually  votes  with  the  Republican 
party,  which  looks  upon  him  .as  a  faithful  friend  and 
supporter.  This  deeply  interesting  and  intelligent 
family  are  held  in  universally  high  regard  by  the 
community  in  which  they  reside,  and  there  are  none 
who  more  appreciate  such  sentiments  than  tliej". 
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■Jlj'^^OBERT  J.  CULLY  is  a  prosperous  farmer 
Iji^  and  stock-raiser  residing  on  sections  31  and 
/li  "Vi  32,  Elm  Township.  He  is  the  son  of  Saiup- 
^^  son  and  Elizabeth  (.lohiison)  Cull^',  the 
former  a  native  of  Ohio  and  the  latter  of  Pennsyl- 
vania. The}'  were  married  in  Fayette  C'ount\',  Ind., 
where  the  father  was  engaged  in  farming  until  the 
time  of  his  death,  at  the  age  of  seventy-one  years. 
The  mother  departed  this  life  when  she  was  sixty 
years  old.  Our  subject  was  born  in  Fayette  County, 
Ind..  on  the  29th  of  November,  1830,  and  was  the 
eldest  of  fourteen  children  born  to  his  parents.  He 
attended  the  common  schools  in  the  district  and 
spent  most  of  his  early  life  on  his  father's  farm. 

When  our  subject  was  twenty-five  years  old  he 
went  to  Morgan  County,  111.,  and  engaged  in  farm- 
ing for  two  years,  subsequently  moving  to  Marion 
County,  Iowa,  wlicre  he  purchased  150  acres  of  land, 
on  which  he  made  his  home  for  twenty -two  years. 
During  liis  residence  in  Marion  County  he  was 
Deputy  Sheriff  one  year.     At  the  end  of  that  time 
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he  moved  to  this  State  and  began  tlie  work  of  cul- 
tivating a  farm  of  480  acres  in  Elm  Township, 
which  was  originally  a  part  of  the  Otoe  and  Missouri 
Reservations.  Much  hard  work  and  constant  dili- 
gence were  necessary  in  order  to  bring  the  farm  to 
its  ])resent  condition,  and  it  is  now  the  source  of  a 
lucrative  income.  Our  subject  has  made  many 
improvements,  and  has  beautified  and  adorned  his 
home  with  groves  of  trees  and  rows  of  beautiful 
hedge  fences,  which  are  kept  well  trimmed  and  add 
very  much  to  the  attractiveness  of  the  place.  He 
is  engaged  in  general  farming  and  stock-raising,  and 
of  the  grains  he  makes  a  specialty  of  raising  corn 
extensively. 

Mr.  Cully  was  married  in  Marion  County,  Iowa, 
on  the  4th  of  April,  1850,  to  Miss  Ellen  Ives, 
a  daughter  of  Josiah  and  Mary  (Coughlin)  Ives, 
the  former  of  whom  was  a  native  of  New  Jersey 
and  the  latter  of  Pennsylvania.  Mrs.  Cully  was 
born  in  Plymoutii,  Pa.,  on  the  23d  of  December, 
1833,  and  when  she  was  but  a  child  her  parents 
moved  to  Sunbury,  Ohio;  from  there  they  moved 
to  Mendota,  111.  After  residing  there  a  few  years 
they  went  to  Marion  County,  Iowa,  and  about 
1874  to  Des  Moines,  the  same  State,  where  the 
father  is  now  living  a  retired  life;  the  mother  died 
Jan.  26,  1878. 

Mr.  Cully  made  the  acquaintance  of  the  lady 
whom  he  made  his  wife  in  Iowa,  and  by  their  mar- 
riage they  have  had  a  family  of  ten  children,  five  of 
whom  are  deceased.  The  surviving  members  are: 
James  P.,  John  A.,  William  S.,  Charles  T.  and  Jo- 
siah S.  James  P.  married  Miss  Florence  Pickering, 
and  they  now  live  in  Elm  Township,  and  have  two 
children  in  their  home,  whose  names  are  Ralph  H. 
and  Inez;  William  S.  married  Miss  Lora  Brandt, 
and  they  also  live  in  Elm  Township,  and  have  one 
child,  Clarence;  John  A.  married  Ada  Gear;  they 
also  live  in  this  township.  The  other  two  children 
are  living  at  home  on  the  farm. 

The  gentleman  of  whom  we  write  has  servetl  as 
School  Treasurer  for  five  years,  and  has  been  at  tlie 
head  of  many  of  the  important  improvements  in 
the  educational  advantages  of  this  township.  He 
was  elected  Justice  of  the  Peace  in  1881,  and  after 
serving  for  four  years  he  was  re-elected.  He 
has  been  a  member  of  the   I.  O.  O.  F.,  and  he  and 
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his  wife  are  honored  members '  of  the  Baptist 
Church,  at  Steele  City.  Our  subject  has  no  small 
amount  of  inventive  genius,  of  which  he  makes  use 
in  facilitating  the  labor  on  the  farm,  as  an  illustra- 
tion of  which  he  has  had  made  a  large  force  mill 
about  1,2.50  feet  from  the  house,  which  forces  water 
to  the  kitchen  for  general  purposes,  having  to 
make  a  rise  of  thirty-five  feet. 

Mr.  Cully  has  reached  the  age  at  whi(!h  he  can 
afford  to  cease  his  arduous  labors,  and  as  he  has 
been  prosperous  in  his  vocation,  and  has  a  pleasant 
home  with  conveniencies  and  luxuries  abounding, 
he  is  well  situated  to  enjoy  the  remainder  of  his  life 
in  happy  contentment.  He  is  a  Republican  in  poli- 
tics, though  originally  a  Whig;  his  first  vote  for 
President  was  for  Gen.  Fremont,  and  during  the 
war  he  was  a  stanch  Union  man.  He  has  lived  long 
enough  to  see  the  evil  effects  of  the  use  of  spiritu- 
ous liquors,  therefore  he  is  a  strong  temperance 
advocate.  Mrs.  Cully  is  a  very  hospitable  and 
estimable  lady,  and  unsurpassed  in  domestic  virtues. 


JfOEL  C.  WILLIAMS,  President  of  the  Blue 
Springs  Bank,  and  ex-Mayor  of  the  city,  is 
a  gentleman  widely  and  favorably  known 
throughout  this  region,  having  been  closely 
identified  with  its  business  interests  for  the  last  nine 
years.  He  represents  valuable  property,  owning  a 
fine  residence  with  handsome  grounds,  and  other 
real  estate  in  the  citj".  He  transacts  a  general  bank- 
ing business,  and  from  his  prompt  and  straightfor- 
ward methods  has  gained  the  esteem  and  confidence 
of  a  large  circle  of  friends  and  patrons.  The  Blue 
Springs  Bank  was  established  in  1  880,  and  has  be- 
come one  of  the  indispensable  institutions  of  the 
county. 

The  main  points  in  .the  parental  history  of  our 
subject  are  substantially  as  follows:  His  father, 
John  Williams  by  name,  was  born  in  New  Jersey 
about  1823,  and  was  there  reared  to  manhood. 
There  also  he  was  married  to  Miss  Elmira  Ran- 
dolph, who  became  the  mother  of  our  subject,  and 
who  died  when  he  was  a  small  child.  He  was  then 
taken  into  the  home  of  his  grandparents,  by  whom 
he  was  reared  until  eighteen  years  of  age. 
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Joel  C  Williams  was  born  in  Jcrse^'villo,  III., 
Oct.  6,  1H48,  and  is  consequenll}'  a  man  in  the 
prime  of  life  and  the  midst  of  his  usefulness.  lie 
remained  a  resident  of  his  native  city  until  reaching 
his  majority,  receiving  a  good  education,  and  em- 
ploying himself  when  not  in  school  at  fanning.  In 
April  of  1869,  desirous  of  trying  his  fortune  in 
one  of  the  rising  communities  of  the  West,  he 
came  to  this  county,  and  pureliased  an  unimproved 
f.irm  on  section  26,  in  Sherman  Township,  which 
he  lived  upon  and  cultivated  for  a  period  of  ten 
j'cars.  In  the  meantime  he  effected  the  various 
improvements  suggested  to  the  modern  and  pro- 
gressive farmer,  putting  up  a  dwelling,  and  erecting 
the  other  buildings  necessary  for  his  comfort  and 
convenience.  He  planted  an  orchard,  set  out  fruit 
and  shade  trees,  enclosed  the  fields  with  hedge,  and 
in  fact  built  up  one  of  the  best  farms  in  the  county. 
He  sold  it  in  1881,  soon  after  coming  to  the  city  of 
Blue  Springs. 

Mr.  Williams  is  a  man  of  more  than  ordinary 
ability,  and  has  been  uniformly  successful  in  his 
business  and  farming  operations.  While  having 
much  to  engross  his  mind  besides  the  ordinary  rou- 
tine of  office  cares,  he  has  ever  kept  in  mind  the 
matters  pertaining  to  the  general  welfare  of  his 
community,  and  has  signalized  himself  as  a  liberal- 
minded  and  public-spirited  citizen,  giving  liis  sub- 
stantial support  to  the  enterprises  calculated  to 
advance  the  common  interest,  and  enhance  the 
reputation  of  the  city,  both  as  a  business  point  and 
a  desirable  place  for  residence.  These  qualities  of 
his  character  have  been  generously  recognized  by 
the  people  of  this  county  and  city,  by  whom  he  has 
been  chosen  to  fill  important  ofHces.  He  was 
Treasurer  of  the  city  schools  for  a  period  of  six 
years,  and  was  elected  to  the  Mayoralt}-  on  the 
Republican  ticket  in  the  spring  of  1887.  He  has 
fulfilled  the  duties  of  his  office  in  a  manner  credit- 
able to  himself  and  acceptable  to  the  people.  He 
was  a  member  of  the  School  Board  for  .several 
terms,  and  has  been  foremost  in  the  establishment 
and  maintenance  of  the  institutions  calculated  to 
advance  the  rising  generation  in  the  manner  which 
should  make  of  them    useful   and   worthy  citizens. 

The  marriage  of  Joel  Williams  and  Miss  Carrie 
Donnalley  was  celebrated  at  the  home  of  the  bride 


in  Jersey  County,  III.,  Jan.  "i',),  1870,  and  the  young 
people  began  the  journey  of  life  together  in  Gage 
County,  where  Mr.  Williams  was  engaged  in  farm- 
ing. In  due  time  they  became  the  parents  of  two 
children,  a  daughter  and  son,  Nettie  and  Thomas, 
who  arc  now  attending  school.  Mrs,  Williams  was 
born  in  Pennsylvania,  Aug.  18,  1819,  and  is  the 
daughter  of  Thomas  K.  and  Susan  Donnalley,  who 
were  born  and  reared  in  the  Keystone  State.  A 
few  years  after  their  marriage  they  immigrated  to 
Illinois,  locating  near  the  then  young  town  of 
Jersey  ville,  where  Miss  Carrie  was  reared  to  woman- 
hood, and  acquired  her  education  in  the  public 
schools.  There  also  she  became  acquainted  with 
her  future  husband.  She  continued  a  member  of 
the  parentjil  household  until  her  marriage. 

Thomas  K.  Donnalley  was  a  farmer  by  occupa- 
tion, and  with  his  excellent  wife  a  member  in  good 
standing  of  the  Presbyterian  Church.  They  are 
still  living  at  the  homestead  near  Jerseyville.  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Williams  upon  coming  to  Nebraska  found 
themselves  comparatively  pioneer  settlers,  there 
being  very  few  neighbors  near  them,  and  only  a 
small  portion  of  the  land  around  them  under  culti- 
vation. Mr.  Williams  first  purchased  a  half-section, 
to  which  he  added  .as  his  capital  allowed,  and  finally 
became  the  owner  of  400  acres,  all  of  which  he 
brought  to  a  productive  condition. 

John  Williams,  the  father  of  our  subject,  was 
married  to  a  Miss  Randolph,  daughter  of  Lewis 
Randolph,  of  Delhi,  III.  She  also  was  a  native  of 
New  Jersey,  where  she  lived  with  her  parents  until 
her  marriage,  and  departed  this  life  at  her  home 
near  Verdon,  in  1851.  Lewis  Randolph  was  born 
in  New  Jersey,  where  he  was  reared  to  manhood, 
and  thence  emigr.ated  to  Illinois  during  its  pioneer 
d.iys.  He  purchased  a  tract  of  wild  land  in  Jersey 
County,  and  which  now  lies  near  the  town  of  Delhi. 
From  this  he  built  up  a  fine  farm,  which  is  now 
valuable,  and  from  which  he  receives  an  income 
amply  sufficient  for  his  declining  years.  He  has 
been  prominent  in  the  .affairs  of  his  community, 
and  is  a  member  in  good  standing  of  the  Baptist 
Church.  His  birth  having  taken  place  in  1804,  he 
has  now  arrived  at  thea<lvanced  age  of  eighty-four 
3'ears.  His  wife  in  her  girlhood  was  Miss  Mary 
Compton,  also  a    native  of   New  Jersey,  and    they 
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became  the  parents  of  seven  children,  all  of  whom 
liverl  to  years  of  maturity.  Lewis  Williams,  the 
only  living  brother  of  our  subject,  is  a  resident  of 
Fairmont,  Neb,  where  he  is  engaged  as  engineer 
in  the  railroad  shops  of  that  place.  Socially,  Mr. 
Williams  is  a  member  of  the  Masonic  Lodge  No.  85, 
of  Blue  Springs.  Politically,  he  is  a  stalwart  Re- 
publican. 


I^-^^^ON.  OLIVER  TOWNSEND,  dealer  in  cloth- 
'^^    ing,  boots  and  shoes,  at  Beatrice,  and  enjoy - 
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ing  a  prosperous  trade,  came  to  Beatrice  in 
1867,  and  is  recognized  as  one  of  the  lead- 
ing business  men  of  the  city.  A  native  of  Ulster 
County,  N.  Y.,  he  was  born  Oct.  4,  1834,  and  was 
the  youngest  son  of  a  family  of  nine  children,  born 
to  Joseph  and  Nancy  (Tomkins)  Townsend.  The 
mother  died  when  our  subject  was  thirteen  years 
old;  the  father  died  about  1867. 

Joseph  Townsend  was  born  in  Connecticut, 
whence  he  emigrated  early  in  life  to  Ulster  County, 
N.  Y.,  where  he  spent  the  remainder  of  his  days  en- 
gaged extensively  in  farming  and  stock-raising. 
He  was  one  of  the  earliest  pioneers  of  that  region, 
and  departed  hence  in  1867.  This  branch  of  the 
Townsend  family  traces  its  ancestry  back  to  En- 
gland, the  first  representatives  crossing  the  Atlantic 
during  the  Colonial  days.  They  were  people  gen- 
erally well-to-do,  honest,  industrious  and  upright, 
and  uniformly  held  a  good  position  in  the  com- 
munity where  they  settled.  The  mother  of  our 
subject  was  a  native  of  the  State  of  New  York,  and 
died  at  the  old  homestead  in  Ulster  County,  about 
1847.  The  household  circle  included  seven  sons 
and  two  daughters,  four  of  whom  are  living,  three 
sons  and  one  daughter. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  reared  as  a  farmer 
boy,  and  acquired  his  education  in  the  district  school 
of  his  neighborhood.  Upon  approaching  manhood 
he  left  the  parental  roof,  and  repaired  to  Knights- 
ton,  N.  Y.,  where  he  began  his  business  career, 
Drst  as  a  clerk  in  a  hotel  and  afterward  occupied 
the  same  position  at  Hudson  in  Columbia  Count}'; 
later  he  resumed  his  studies  in  the  High  School  at 
Claverack,  and  afterward  attended  school  at  EUen- 
ville,  his  native  State.     In  the  spring  of   1856,  be- 
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ing  a  young  man  twenty-two  years  of  age,  and 
desirous  of  seeing  something  more  of  the  world,  he 
migrated  west  into  Huron  County,  Ohio,  where  he 
was  employed  at  farming  until  the  winter  season. 
In  January  following  he  proceeded  still  farther 
westward  to  Sioux  City,  Iowa,  and  in  the  fall  of 
1857  sought  the  region  of  Southern  Nebraska,  and 
was  not  long  in  making  up  his  mind  to  remain 
here. 

In  the  fall  of  1857  Mr.  Townsend  staked  a  claim 
of  160  acres,  which  land  now  forms  part  of  the  town 
site  of  Beatrice.  Building  a  post  and  rail  fence  he 
commenced  operations  as  an  agriculturist,  operating 
thus  four  years.  Mr.  Townsend  has  a  very  fine 
orchard  of  thirty  acres  adjoining  the  city  limits  on 
the  northeast.  In  1865  he  formed  a  partnership 
in  the  merchandise  business  with  H.  M.  Reynolds, 
and  at  that  time  was  located  at  the  intersection  of 
Court  and  Third  streets,  before  the  time  of  rail- 
roads. They  operated  together  until  1867.  Dur- 
ing that  year  Hon.  Nathan  Blakel}'  was  admitted 
into  the  firm,  which  then  assumed  the  style  of 
Blakely,  Reynolds  &  Co.  Four  years  later  Mr. 
Blakely  sold  out  his  interest,  and  the  firm  of  Rey- 
nolds &  Townsend  continued  until  1872,  when  Mr. 
Reynolds  purchased  the  entire  stock  and  Mr.  Town- 
send  retired  from  the  business. 

Mr.  Townsend  now  became  interested  in  the 
furniture  business,  and  two  years  later  in  the  cloth- 
ing trade.  To  the  latter  since  1877  he  has  devoted 
his  entire  time  and  attention,  with  most  excellent 
results.  He  established  himself  at  his  present 
quarters,  No.  419  Court  street,  in  November,  1887. 
He  carries  a  full  stock  of  clothing,  hats,  caps,  boots, 
shoes,  etc.,  and  by  the  exercise  of  honesty  and  in- 
tegrity receives  an  extended  patronage  from  the 
leading  citizens  of  the  county.  Politically,  he  is 
a  stanch  Republican,  and  has  served  as  a  member 
of  the  School  Board  several  -terras.  He  had  pre- 
viously served  under  Mr.  Blakely  a  short  time  as 
Deputy.  In  1858  he  was  elected  County  Clerk,  of 
which  office  he  was  the  incumbent  for  a  period  of 
ten  j^ears,  and  at  the  same  time  officiated  as  Register 
of  Deeds.  In  1867  he  was  elected  a  member  of 
the  first  session  of  the  State  Legislature,  served 
acceptably  two  yeais,  and  took  an  active  part  in  the 
removal  of  the  capital  from  Omaha  to  Lincoln. 
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Mr.  Townsend  wns  nianied.  in  the  spring  of  1878, 
to  Miss  Kate  Monce,  who  was  born  iu  Ohio  in  1860, 
and  is  the  daughter  of  Samuel  Monce,  Esq..  one  of 
tlie  early  residents  of  Nebraska  City.  Her  father 
is  deceased  ;  her  mother,  Mrs.  Monce,  is  still  living. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Townsend  have  had  born  to  them 
three  children,  only  one  girl  now  living,  Jeane 
Beatrice. 

OBERT  J.  SMITH,  dealer  in  lumber,  wood 
and  coal  at  Beatrice,  and  having  liis  head- 
quarters on  West  Court  street,  is  a  native 
of  the  Dominion  of  Canada,  and  was  born 
near  Woodstock,  the  county  seat  of  Oxford  County, 
Feb.  6,  1849.  lie  was  the  fourth  in  a  family 
of  eight  children,  five  sons  and  three  daughters,  the 
offspring  of  James  W.  and  Margaret  (McAvoy) 
Smith,  the  former  born  in  the  county  of  Kent,  En- 
gland, and  the  latter  in  Ireland.  The  parents  were 
brought  by  their  parents  to  Canada  when  children. 
The  father  of  our  subject  was  a  farmer  by  occupa- 
.  lion,  and  carried  on  agriculture  in  the  Dominion 
\until  coming  to  the  States  in  the  fall  of  186G.  At 
that  time  they  located  in  the  vicinity  of  Grand 
Rapids,  Mich.,  upon  a  tract  of  land  where  the  father 
labored  until  his  death,  which  took  place  in  Julj', 
1874.     The  mother  is  stillliving  there. 

All  of  the  brothers  and  sisters  of  our  subject 
grew  to  mature  j'ears.  Robert  J.  spent  his  boy- 
hood days  in  Canada,  attending  school  and  work- 
ing on  his  father's  farm.  After  the  removal  of  the 
familj'  to  Michigan  he  became  interested  in  the 
lumber  trade,  and  was  for  a  period  of  seven  years 
connected  with  the  prominent  business  established 
by  David  Fisher.  Upon  withdrawing  from  this  he 
resumed  farming,  at  which  he  was  occupied  a  num- 
ber of  yeArs,  and  also  worked  considerably  as  a 
carpenter. 

The  fall  of  1882  found  our  subject  making  his 
way  to  this  i^tate,  and  after  his  arrival  in  Beatrice 
he  engaged  as  a  salesman  for  the  extensive  lumber 
firm  of  Washburn  &  Co.,  remaining  with  them 
four  years.  At  the  expiration  of  this  time  his  large 
experience  in  this  business  seemed  to  justify  him  in 
establishing  on  hi- own  account  and  taking  a  partner, 
John  It.  McKim.      He  opened  an  office  at  No.  324 


West  Court  street,  Beatrice,  and  tliey  continued  a  few 
months.  Mr.  Smith  then  disposed  of  his  interest  in 
the  business  to  his  [>artner,  and  established  a  new 
yard,  which  he  has  since  conducted  with  flattering 
success.  He  keeps  a  full  stock  of  everything  in  his 
line,  sash,  doors,  blinds,  and  all  the  building  mateiial 
required  for  the  construction  of  both  dwellings  and 
business  houses.  His  promptness  in  serving  his 
patrons,  and  his  correct  methods  of  doing  business, 
have  secured  for  him  an  extensive  patronage 
throughout  Gage  County. 

Robert  J.  Smith  and  Miss  Addie  Corbin,  of  Grand 
Rapids,  were  united  in  marriage  Aug.  2,  1879,  at 
the  home  of  the  bride  in  that  city.  Mrs.  Smith  is 
the  daughter  of  Charles  and  Elsie  (Inman)  Corbin, 
who  were  natives  of  New  York,  and  who  went  to 
Michigan  in  1848.  She  was  born  in  New  York, 
Jan.  20,  1847.  Her  parents  are  now  residents  of 
Beatrice.  Of  this  union  there  have  been  born  seven 
children,  viz:  Jennie  M.,  Mary  E.,  Margaret  E., 
Charles  E.,  James  W.,  Maude  C.  and  Edna.  Mr. 
Smith,  politically,  is  quite  conservative,  but  usually 
casts  his  vote  in  support  of  Democratic  principles. 
The  family  residence,  a  neat  and  substantial  struc- 
ture, is  located  in  the  western  |)art  of  the  city,  and 
forms  a  home  in  keeping  with  the  means  and  stand- 
ing of  the  proprietor. 


il 


ILLIAM  C.  STROHM,  manager  of  the  firm 
of  Kili)atrick  Bros.  &  Collins,  well  known 
among  the  businesp  interests  of  Beatrice,  is 
a  native  of  Dauphin  County',  Pa.,  having  been  born 
near  the  city  of  Harrisburg,  Oct.  8,  1854.  He  is 
the  only  son  of  Thomas  ajid  Mary  (Hicks)  Strohm. 
whose  famil.v  consisted,  besides  himself,  .of  five 
daughters.  They  also  were  natives  of  the  Key- 
stone State,  and  the  fiitlier  during  the  younger 
years  of  his  life  was  occupied  in  agricultural  pur- 
suits. Upon  retiring  from  active  labor  he  took  up 
his  abode  with  his  excellent  wife  in  the  village  of 
Linglestown,  where  they  now  live. 

The  boyhood  of  our  subject  was  passed  in  his 
native  county,  where  he  attended  the  common 
school.  He  began  teacliing  at  the  age  of  fifteen 
years,  and  was  thus   euii>loyed  several  winters,  at- 
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tending  school  in  the  meantime  during  the  summer 
season.  In  due  time  he  became  a  student  of  the 
State  Normal  School,  at  Millersville,  Pa.,  and  upon 
emerging  from  this,  not  yet  satisfied  with  iiis  store 
of  knowledge,  entered  Heidelberg  College,  at  Tif- 
fin, Ohio.  Here  he  pursued  his  studies  until  in 
June,  1 876,  when  he  was  graduated. 

In  October  of  the  year  mentioned  young  Strohm 
made  his  v/ay  to  Utah  Territory,  and  settling  at 
Ogden  was  given  a  position  with  the  banlcing  fii'm 
of  J.  E.  Dooly  &  Co.,  wiiich  was  afterward  merged 
into  the  Utah  National  Bank.  '  At  the  same  time 
he  was  employed  by  the  United  States  Govern- 
ment, as  local  agent  for  the  post-office  department. 
In  187«,  returning  to  Ohio,  he  was  united  in  mai-- 
riage  with  Miss  Augusta  Eandall,  of  Tiffin,  who 
was  born  Sept.  10,  1856.  in  Henry  County,  Ohio, 
and  is  the  daughter  of  Edwin  and  Ellen  (Palmer) 
Kandall.  Her  parents  were  natives  of  Maine  and 
New  York  respectively,  and  are  now  living  in 
Seneca  County,  Ohio,  on  their  farm. 

In  October,  1881,  Mr.  Strohm  entered  the  em- 
ploy of  Collins  &  Stevens,  who  held  the  contract 
for  the  construction  of  the  Oregon  Short  I^ine  Rail- 
way. With  them  he  remained  until  the  fall  of 
1886,  then  accepted  a  position  with  Kilpatrick 
Bros.,  large  railroad  contractors,  with  headquarters 
at  Beatrice.  Mr.  Collins  was  subsequently  made 
a  partner  in  the  business.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Strohm  there  have  been  born  three  children — 
Edwin,  Leah  and  Gusta.  In  politics  Mr.  Strohm 
is  a  stanch  Republican  of  the  old  school. 

^11  OHN  H.  REYNOLDS,  of  Wymore,  is  amem- 
||  her  of  the  firm  of  E.  P.  Reynolds  &  Co., 
^,^11  well  known  from  ocean  to  ocean,  and  from 
^^^  the  Lakes  to  the  Gulf,  as  railroad  contract- 
ors and  bridge  builders.  The  firm  comprises  E. 
P.  Reynolds,  Sr.,  of  Rock  Island,  our  subject,  and 
his  brothers,  Benjamin  and  E.  P.,  Jr.,  all  residing 
at  Wymore.  They  have  built  over  1,000  miles 
of  the  Burlington  &  Missouri  River  Railroad,  in- 
cluding that  from  Table  Rock  to  Red  Cloud  aud 
Beatrice;  also  from  McCook  to  Denver.  They  have 
built  about  the  same  amount  for  the  Rock  Island 


system,  besides  a  number  of  other  railways  of  les- 
ser extent.  There  are  quite  a  number  of  large 
bridges  botii  for  railwaj-  and  general  traffic  pur- 
poses, many  of  them  across  large  and  important 
streams,  several  of  them  being  considered  quite 
triumphs  of  engineering  skill.  The  majority  of 
their  larger  works  have  been  constructed  since  1880. 
The  firm  located  its  Wymore  branch  on  the  1st  of 
June,  1882,  at  a  cost  of  $30,000.  In  1885  they 
built  the  Wymore  Street  Railway,  which  extends 
out  as  far  aS  Blue  Springs.  In  this  enterprise  our 
subject  and  his  brother  Benjamin  own  two-thirds 
of  the  stock;  E.  P.,  Jr.,  Samuel  Wymore,  P.  A. 
Managan,  Alexander  Stewart  and  I.  Liberman  carry 
the  remainder.  The  line  is  built  of  the  best  steel 
rails  on  a  rock  ballast  road-bed,  and  is  traversed  by 
modern  cars  of  excellent  construction,  which  are 
drawn  by  as  fine  horses  as  could  be  procured  for 
tlie  purpose.  It  is  one  of  the  best  equipped  and 
operated  lines  in  the  State.  Our  subject  is  its 
President,  his  brother  Benjamin  Vice-President  and 
general  manager,  and  E.  P.,  Jr.,  Secretary  and 
Treasurer.  Our  subject  and  his  brother  Benjamin 
are  the  owners  of  the  Wymore  Citizens'  Bank, 
which  has  a  paid-up  capital  of  §30,000,  and  i§  one 
of  the  strongest  banks  in  Gage  County,  and  under 
the  efficient  management  of  Mr.  J.  K.  Lee  is  doing 
a  very  large  business.  Its  cashier  is  Mr.  Lake 
Bridenthall. 

Another  enterprise  in  which  our  subject  is  in- 
terested is  the  Touzalin  Hotel,  being  a  member  of 
the  company  which  built  and  owns  it.  It  is  con- 
sidered by  all  its  guests  as  the  finest  hotel,  out- 
side of  Omaha,  in  the  State.  It  is  owned  by  a 
stock  company,  of  whicii  the  Reynolds  Bros,  are 
principal  holders,  and  E.  P.,  Jr.,  is  President.  It 
is  a  fine  brick  structure,  covering  about  160x150 
feet,  and  erected  by  the  Reynolds  Bros,  at  a  cost  of 
$60,000.  They  also  erected  the  first  hotel  built  in 
Wymore — the  Potter  House.  Both  J.  H.  and  B. 
Reynolds  own  very  fine  residences  in  the  city,  and 
also  considerable  town  property  and  land  adjacent 
thereto,  besides  about  sixty  acres  between  Wy- 
more and  Blue  Springs,  all  of  which  will  shortly 
be  covered  by  surburbau  residences. 

Our  subject  takes  great  interest  in  his  farm, 
which  is  situated  on  Indian  Creek,  seven  miles  west 
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of  the  cit3\  on 
Railroarl,  with 
it.  The  farm  comprises  1,440  acres,  well  fenced 
and  in  excellent  condition.  It  is  supplied  witli 
first-class  buildings  of  various  kinds,  and  is  well 
stocked  with  cattle,  hogs  and  brood  mares.  Tiie 
principal'  business  in  the  line  of  stock-raising  car- 
ried on  at  this  farm  by  our  subject  is  that  of  mule- 
raising.  This  farm  is  most  excellently  situated, 
and  includes  some  of  the  finest  land  in  the  county. 
Ill  addition  to  the  above  our  subject  is  the  owner 
of  a  quarter-section  in  Sherman  County. 

E.  P.  Re3^nolds,  Sr.,  the  father  of  our  subject,  is 
a  native  of  Vermont,  and  was  born  on  the  13th  of 
February,  1817,  and  was  there  reared  to  manhood. 
In  1837  he  went  to  Rock  Island,  111.,  which  has 
since  continued  to  be  his  home,  and  where  he  iuis 
built  up  a  large  business  as  contractor,  etc.,  as  in- 
dicated in  the  opening  paragraph.  He  has  twice 
been  elected  Maj'or  of  Rock  Island,  and  has  the 
name  of  being,  perhaps,  the  best  Mayor  Rock  Isl- 
and has  ever  had.  He  was  married  to  Miss  Eliza 
Young,  in  Rock  Island,  III.,  in  1 847 :  she  died  after  a 
happy  wedded  life  of  eleven  years.  Her  children 
were  four — our  subject,  Benjamin  and  two  sisters. 
In  1859  Mr.  Reynolds  married  a  second  time,  his 
wife  being  Amanda  Ogden.  and  to  them  was  born 
one  child,  E.  P.,  Jr.  His  residence  is  one  of  the 
finest  in  Rock  Island,  and  his  farm  is  likewise  very 
fine.  It  is  devoted  to  stock-raising  of  the  higher 
and  blooded  grades.  In  addition  to  these  he  is 
the  owner  of  several  pieces  of  city  property.  So- 
cially', he  is  connected  with  the  I.  O.  O.  F.,  and 
politically,  with  the  Republican  party. 

Our  subject,  John  H.,  was  born  in  Rock  Island, 
III.,  Feb.  'J,  1848,  and  there  remained  until  1880. 
Upon  his  graduation  from  the  High  Scliool  lie  en- 
tered the  employ  of  his  father,  remaining  with  him 
until  the  fall  of  1879.  Upon  the  establishment  of 
the  Wymore  branch  about  that  time  he  took  his 
present  position  in  connection  therewith,  purchased 
his  farm,  and  entered  upon  the  life  that  has  been  in 
every  way  prosperous  and  successful  since  that 
time. 

Mr.  Reynolds  has,  in  the  interests  of  business 
and  sometimes  of  pleasure,  traveled  largely  through- 
out the  continent,  and  has  covered  the  greater  part 


of  the  ground  between  Portland,  New  Orleans,  and 
the  Eastern  sealioard.  During  the  summer  our 
subject  is  nearly  always  away  from  home,  super- 
intending the  execution  of  various  contracts,  but 
nominally  his  liome  is  in  this  city.  The  companion 
of  his  life  is  Miss  Maiy  Claiborne,  to  wlium  he  was 
united  in  marriage  at  Glenwood,  Iowa,  Dee.  25, 
1879,  who  has  presented  him  with  one  daughter, 
Bessie.  Mrs.  Reynolds  was  liorn  on  tlie  r.'lii  of 
January,  1853,  in  France,  and  is  the  daughter  of 
C.  B.  E.  and  Mary  .Claiborne,  of  French  and  En- 
glish ancestry.  The  mother  is  deceased;  tlie  father 
resides  at  Glenwood.  Iowa.  Mrs.  Reynolds  attemls 
the  Episcopal  Church,  but  is  not  a  member.  Mr. 
Reynolds  is  liberal  on  the  subject  of  religion,  and 
gives  his  support  to  all  churches.  Socially,  lie  is  a 
Mason  and  Knight  Templar;  politically,  a  stalwart 
Republican.  The  home  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Reynolds 
is  the  center  of  the  best  society  in    the  city. 


^^^EORGE  P.  MARVIN,  editor  .and  proprie- 
if  ^t7  ''*^'  '^^  '''**'  ^"^"^  County  Democrat,  was  born 
'^^  in  ShuUsburg.  LaFayette  Co.,  Wis  ,  on  the 
24tli  of  March,  1851,  and  continued  to  reside  there 
until  tlie  year  1859,  when  he  removed  to  Richardson 
County,  this  State,  and  until  1879  made  his  home 
in  that  and  Nemaha  Counties,  during  which  time 
he  learned  the  printer's  trade.  In  1805  he  freighted 
on  the  plains.  Then,  returning  to  Falls  City,  he, 
in  company  with  his  father,  entered  upon  the  pub- 
lication of  the  Southern  Nebraskan.  In  1867  he 
returned  to  the  mountains,  and  was  occupied  lu 
freighting  and  traveling  until  the  spring  of  18G9. 
Afterward,  re-establisiiing  at  Falls  City,  he  worked 
at  the  printer's  trade  which  lie  had  learned,  and 
also  carried  on  the  [)ul)licalion  of  the  Press  until 
selling  out  in  187G. 

In  1879  Mr.  Marvin  came  to  Beatrice  and  es- 
tablished the  Oage  County  Democrat,  which  is  now 
published  both  as  a  daily  and  weekly.  It  is  a 
seven-column  quarto  of  fifty-six  columns,  neatly 
printed  and  ably  edited,  and  is  acknowledged  as 
one  of  the  leading  Democratic  journals  of  South- 
ern Nebraska.  Mr.  Marvin  is  a  bold  and  fearless 
writer,  sound   on    tariff    reform,  and    warm    in   iiis 
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support  of  the  present  administration.  The  Demo- 
crat is  read  by  men -of  both  parties,  and  however 
much  they  may  differ  with  it  in  political  sentiment, 
they  are  compelled  to  acknowledge  the  force  and 
candor  of  its  arguments,  and  respect  the  sincerity 
of  its  principles.  It  has  become  one  of  the  indis- 
pensable institutions  of  the  county  and  Southern 
Nebraska.  The  office  of  the  Democrat  is  equipped 
with  a  full  complement  of  printing  material  for  a 
general  line  of  job  printing,  including  a  good  as- 
sortment of  display  type,  a  fine  steam  power  press, 
and  the  ordinary  modern  inventions  connected  with 
the  "art  preservative."  He  has  his  share  of  the 
county  printing  as  well  as  a  generous  patronage 
from  the  business  men  of  Beatrice. 

While  a  resident  of  Falls  City,  Mr.  Marvin  was 
married  to  Miss  Anna  K.  May.  who  was  born  in 
St.  Louis,  in  January,  1855,  and  is  the  daughter  of 
D.  H.  and  Martha  A.  May,  who  were  natives  of 
Ohio,  and  are  now  residing  in  Kansas.  Of  this 
union  there  have  been  born  five  children — Frankie 
M.,  Julia  A.,  George  T.,  Earl  M.  and  Paul.  Julia 
A.  and  George  T.  are  deceased.  Mr.  Marvin  is 
an  ardent  supporter  of  Democratic  principles,  and 
socially,  belongs  to  Lodge  No.  19,  L  O.  O.  F. 


k 


\  ARQUIS  SPENCER  is  an  honored  member 
of  the  farming  community  of  Gage  County, 
and  his  valuable  farm  in  Paddock  Town- 
ship, with  its  well-tilled  acres,  with  the 
handsome  residence  and  substantial  out-buildings 
that  adorn  it,  ranks  with  the  best  managed  and 
finest  looking  places  in  this  locality.  Mr.  Spencer 
is  a  native  of  Athens  County,  Ohio,  where  he  was 
born  July  15,  1828.  His  parents  were  Nehemiah 
and  p]mma  (Lotredge)  Spencer,  natives  of  New 
York  State  and  Ohio  respectively. 

Our  subject  was  reared  in  his  native  county, 
growing  to  a  strong  and  vigorous  manhood.  In 
1847  he  went  to  Lee  County,  Iowa,  and  in  1853 
took  up  his  residence  in  Fremont  County,  the  same 
State,  where  he  was  married,  June  21,  1855,  to  Miss 
Catherine  Davis.  There  were  four  children  born 
to  them,  of  whom  Margaret  E.  died  Oct.  9,  1871 ; 
"William  I.   was   born  March   24,   1858;  Henry   E., 
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Oct.  1,  1867;  Hattie  A.,  Oct.  2,  1870.  This  house- 
hold was  sadly  bereaved  Jan.  23, 1 884.  by  the  death 
of  the  loving  mother  and  devoted  wife.  Mr. 
Spencer  was  married  to  his  present  wife,  formerly 
Miss  Margaret  Davis,  March  12,  1885. 

When  the  war  broke  out  in  1861  our  subject  was 
among  the  first  to  proffer  his  services  to  defend  his 
country,  but  for  physical  reasons  the  examining 
surgeons  rejected  him.  Again  and  again  he  made 
attempts  to  enlist,  but  he  was  not  allowed  to  do  so 
until  1864,  when  he  was  drafted  on  the  5th  of  No- 
vember, and  served  faithfully  until  the  close  of  the 
war  as  a  member  of  Company  E,  13th  Iowa  In- 
fantry. 

Mr.  Spencer  came  to  Gage  County,  Neb.,  in 
1869,  and  located  four  miles  south  of  Adams,  in 
Adams  Township,  where  he  took  up  120  acres  of 
land  under  the  provisions  of  the  Homestead  Act. 
When  the  reservation  on  which  he  lives  was  opened 
to  settlement  in  1878,  he  bought  his  present  farm 
of  160  acres,  and  immediately  moved  onto  it.  It 
was  then  wild,  uncultivated  prairie,  but  he  now  has 
it  all  well  fenced  and  under  tillage,  except  that 
part  of  it  that  he  devotes  to  pasturage,  and  he  has 
erected  a  commodious  and  conveniently  arranged 
frame  dwelling  and  other  needed  farm  buildings.  Mr. 
Spencer  has  not  acquired  all  of  this  fine  property 
without  years  of  hard  labor,  as  a  cool,  clear  head 
and  a  good  practical  knowledge  of  agriculture  were 
his  only  capital  when  he  went  to  Iowa  to  make  his 
home.  He  obtained  the  means  for  properly  carry- 
ing on  farming  by  making  rails,  or  in  doing  what- 
soever came  to  his  hand  that  might  bring  him  in  a 
dollar,  and  by  his  able  management  of  his  funds  he 
has  now  acquired  a  sufficient  competency  to  enable 
him  to  pass  his  declining  years  free  from  the  cares 
that  Infested  his  early  days,  in  the  exceedingly 
comfortable  home  that  he  has  built  up.  He  farms 
to  both  grain  and  stock,  principaHy  hogs  and 
cattle. 

Mr.  Spencer  is  a  member  of  the  Methodist  Epis- 
copal Church,  to  which  his  first  wife  also  belonged. 
It  will  be  seen  from  the  date  of  his  settlement  that 
Mr.  S.  was  numbered  among  the  pioneers  of 
Paddock  Township,  and  he  has  been  a  prominent 
factor  in  promoting  its  growth,  and  his  name  is  in- 
dissolubly  connected  with  its  history,  which  would 
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l)e  iiicora[)lete  without  mention  of  him.  In  the 
"course  of  a  useful  life  Mr.  Spencer  has  always  borne 
tlie  reputation  of  being  a  just,  upright,  God-fearing 
inan,  and  he  has  always  been  true  to  the  various  re- 
sponsibilities resting  on  him  as  a  husband,  father 
and  citizen.  He  takes  an  earnest  interest  in  the 
political  situation  of  the  day,  and  his  views  are  in 
accord  with  the  Republican  party  on  the  important 
questions  under  discussion. 

PRANK  COOK.  Upon  section  36  of  Elm 
Township  resides  the  subject  of  this  sketch, 
wlio.  in  addition  to  being  one  of  the  pros- 
perous farmers  of  the  county,  has  also  been 
honored  bj'  his  fellow-citizens  by  being  elected  to 
the  office  of  Supervisor  of  his  township.  His  father, 
William  Cook,  was  a  native  of  Georgia;  his  mother, 
whose  maiden  name  was  Mary  A.  Smith,  was  born 
in  Pennsj'lvauia.  Upon  their  marri.ige  they  first 
settled  in  Cincinnati,  subsequently  removing  to 
Missouri,  making  their  home  in  Clinton  Count}-, 
where  they  remained  until  their  death.  Their  fam- 
ily- included  six  children,  our  subject  being  the 
fifth. 

Upon  the  3d  of  August,  1837,  in  the  Queen  City 
of  the  West,  our  subject  was  born,  and  when  seven 
years  later  his  parents  removed  to  Missouri  he,  of 
course,  accompanied  them.  In  that  State. he  was 
reared  to  manhood,  making  it  his  home  until  1863. 
His  early  life  was  spent  upon  the  farm,  receiving 
also  such  education  as  was  obtainable  in  the  com- 
mon schools  of  that  time  in  that  western  district. 
In  1865  our  subject  came  to  Otoe  County,  and  made 
his  home  at  Nebr.aska  City  for  perhaps  two  j'ears, 
then  removed  to  Fremont  Count}',  Iowa,  where  he 
engaged  in  farming  until  1878.  At  that  time  he 
returned  to  Otoe  County,  lived  there  for  one  year, 
and  in  the  spring  of  1879  established  himself  in 
Elm  Township,  of  this  county,  which  has  been  his 
home  ever  since. 

The  farm  of  Mr.  Cook  includes  110  acres  of 
prime,  arable  land,  well  suited  for  purposes  of  agri- 
culture or  pastoral  pursuits,  and  he  has  continued 
from  the  first  day  of  his  settlement  to  progress  with 
the  work  of  improvement.     His  farm  buildings  are 


good,  being  well  built  and  conveniently  arranged, 
and  his  home  pleasant  and  comfortable.  His  land 
originally  belonged  to  and  was  part  of  the  reserva- 
tion. 

Upon  tlie  2d  of  July,  1870,  while  residing  in 
Fremont  County,  Iowa,  our  sul)ject  was  united  in 
marriage  with  Mrs.  M.  Cook,  the  widow  of  James 
P.  Cook;  her  maiden  name  was  Iligginbotham. 
This  lad}'  was  born  in  Kentucky,  on  the  loth  of 
March,  1837,  and  by  her  first  marriage  became  the 
mother  of  two  children,  who  were  named  respect- 
ively: William  M.  and  Alonzo.  By  her  union  with 
our  subject  there  have  been  four  children,  whose 
names  are  as  appended:  Marvin,  Elva,  Louis  B. 
and  George  Walter. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Cook  are  members  of  the  religious 
communion  bearing  the  name  the  Church  of  God. 
After  holding  some  of  the  minor  offices  in  the  town- 
ship, at  the  fall  election  in  the  year  1886  our  sub- 
ject was  elected  to  his  present  office  of  Township 
Supervisor,  and  re-elected  the  following  year.  He 
is  a  member  of  the  A.  O.  U.  W.,  and  among  its 
most  efficient  and  enthusi.istic  members,  and  is 
therefore  highly  esteemed  in  that  fraternity. 


^fH|ENJAMIN  P.  THOMAS  is  the  editor  and 
ll^V  P™Pi"'6''0'"  of  t"<^  Wymore  Union,  a  stirring 
/^)JI;  and  spicy  Republican  weekly  paper  pub- 
'^^^f'  lished  here  every  Thursday.  He  was  born 
in  Livingston  County,  111.,  on  the  25th  of  March, 
1862,  and  there  received  his  elementiry  education. 
When  he  was  thirteen  years  old  he  came  to  Bea- 
trice, and  finished  his  education  at  the  Beatrice 
High  School  when  he  was  eighteen  years  old.  At 
that  age  he  went  into  the  composing-room  of  the 
Beatrice  Demoei'at  office,  giving  some  attention  also 
to  locals  and  soliciting.  He  remained  in  that  office 
for  four  years,  all  the  time  improving  .and  working 
up  in  position,  until  when  he  left  he  w.as  the  fore- 
man of  the  office. 

After  leaving  the  Democrat,  our  subject,  though 
still  quite  3'oung,  bought  the  Table  Rock  Argus, 
which  he  conducted  successfully  for  about  two 
years,  when  he  soljl  out  and  went  to  Pawnee,  at 
which  place  he  soon  traded  for  the    Liberty  Jour- 


«4« 


\si  a:  funkhou 


»^ii-^. 


.•»HH<<« 


AGS 


GAGE  COUNTY. 


nal.  He  edited  that  journal  for  two  and  a  half 
years,  when  he  again  sold  out.  and  came  to  his  pres- 
ent place  and  paper  on  the  1st  of  Maroh,  1888.  He 
bought  the  Union,  and  in  the  short  time  that  it  has 
been  nnder  his  management  he  has  increased  the 
list  of  his  subscribers  and  put  his  paper  on  a  firmer 
foundation. 

On  the  15th  of  November,  1887,  our  subject  was 
united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Louie  Cams,  of  Sew- 
ard. She  is  the  daughter  of  Mrs.  M.  E.  Cams, and 
is  the  sister  of  ex-Lieut.  Gov.  E.  C.  Cams,  of 
Seward,  with  whom  she  has  made  her  home.  She 
was  born  on  the  181h  of  May,  1862,  in  Pennsyl- 
vania, and  when  quite  young  siie  went  to  Illinois, 
where  her  father  died  in  1876,  after  which  she 
came  with  her  brother  to  Seward,  and  made  her 
home  with  him  until  her  marriage.  Her  mother 
is  still  living  with  a  daughter  in  Liberty,  having 
been  born  in  Pennsylvania  in  the  3" ear  1820. 

While  he  was  attending  school  our  subject  lived 
with  Capt.  J.  E.  Hill,  State  Treasurer,  and  be  still 
calls  Mr.  Hill's  house  his  home.  He  is  a  mem- 
ber of  the  orders  of  A.  O.  U.  W.  and  M.  W.  A., 
and  takes  an  active  and  prominent  part  in  the 
politics  of  the  Republican  party.  By  his  industry 
and  intelligence  he  has  acquired  all  his  possessions, 
and  he  has  won  the  respect  of  all  with  whom  he 
has  come  in  contact  in  business  or  social  life.  Be- 
sides owning  his  newspaper,  he  is  the  owner  of  vil- 
lage property  and  a  house  and  lot  in  Liberty.  He 
is  but  a  young  man,  and  the  field  of  journalism  is 
a  broad  one,  and  we  predict  for  Mr.  Thomas  a  very 
successful  and  honorable  career. 

AVID  AV.  ROYER  resides  on  section  31, 
Hanover  Township,  and  is  numbered  among 
the  more  prominent  and  well  situated  far- 
mers of  this  county.  He  is  a  native  of 
Franklin  County,  Pa.,  having  been  born  in  that 
place  on  the  4th  of  January,  1850,  and  is  a  son  of 
John  and  Anna  (Shank)  Royer,  who  were  also  na- 
tives of  the  same  place.  They  are  of  German  an- 
cestry, but  the  immediate  ancestors  for  several 
generations  have  resided  in  Pennsylvania.  The 
father  of  our  subject  is  a  farmer  and  still  resides  in 
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his  native  State,  where  he  owns  a  valuable  farm  of 
over  200  acres,  besides  having  assisted  all  of  his 
children  to  a  start  in  life  by  giving  them  a  mar- 
riage portion.  The  mother  died  in  1855,  leaving 
six  children,  of  whom  we  have  the  following  rec- 
ord :  Susan  is  the  wife  of  Peter  L.  Eshelman ;  Anna, 
the  wife  of  Henry  Laughlin ;  Mary,  wife  of  David 
Smith:  Catharine,  wife  of  Jeremiah  Frieze,  all  of 
whom  reside  in  their  native  county  of  Franklin; 
John  C.  resides  in  Abilene,  Kan.  The  father  mar- 
ried for  his  second  wife  Elizabeth  McClannahan, 
and  by  this  union  nine  children  have  been  born  to 
them. 

The  earliest  recollections  of  our  subject  are  of 
the  scenes  of  his  country  home,  and  as  he  grew 
older  he  assisted  in  the  work  of  his  father's  farm, 
and  experienced  a  life  in  common  with  all  farmers' 
boys.  He  was  educated  in  the  common  schools, 
and  by  his  close  application  to  the  tasks  assigned 
him  he  was  enabled  to  secure  a  fair  education,  to 
which  has  been  supplemented  a  practical  knowledge 
of  business  life  from  his  experience  with  the  world. 
He  resided  in  his  native  State  until  1872,  when  he 
came  West  and  stopped  at  Polo,  Ogle  Co.,  111., 
where  he  engaged  as  a  farm  hand,  and  in  the  fall  of 
1873  he  took  a  trip  to  California  for  the  purpose  of 
seeing  the  Great  West,  on  which  tour  he  was  absent 
for  nine  months.  He  then  returned  to  Illinois, 
where  he  remained  until  1876,  in  which  year  he 
came  to  Nebraska  and  engaged  as  a  farm  hand, 
afterward  operating  a  farm  for  himself. 

In  the  fall  of  1878  Mr.  Royer  was  united  in  mar- 
riage with  Miss  Mary  E.  Gockley,  who  is  a  daughter 
of  Isaac  and  Susan  Gockley,  and  was  born  in  Jo  Da- 
viess County,  III.,  on  the  18th  of  March,  1862.  Her 
parents  were  natives  of  Pennsylvania,  and  she  had 
come  to  the  West  with  her  mother  after  the  death 
of  her  father.  She  received  her  education  in  the 
district  schools,  and  remained  in  her  native  county 
until  the  year  1874.  After  his  marriage  our  sub- 
ject purchased  the  farm  he  now  owns,  paying  $900 
for  160  acres,  although  it  was  then  raw  prairie  land 
and  not  very  Inviting.  He  at  once  went  to  work 
to  improve  it,  and  has  added  greatly  to  its  utility 
as  well  as  its  attractiveness,  having  erected  a  good 
residence  and  barn,  and  in  various  ways  increased 
its  value.     He  is  engaged  in  general  farming,  at 
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which   he   lias   hfien   uniformly  successful,  and   re- 
ceives a  lucrative  income  from  the  produce. 

Bertha,  Ilattie,  Melvin  and  Celia  are  the  names 
of  the  four  children  who  have  added  a  brightness 
to  the  home  of  our  subject  and  his  wife,  and  whose 
young  hands  are  already  beginning  to  lift  a  little 
of  the  burden  from  the  hands  of  the  devoted  par- 
ents, and  who  in  a  few  years  more  will  be  their 
mainstay  and  comfort.  Our  subject  is  a  member 
of  the  Republican  organization,  and  is  at  present 
serving  as  Treasurer  of  his  township,  enjoying  the 
confidence  and  esteem  of  his  fellowmen  and  giving 
general  satisfaction  as  a  public  ofBce-holder.  Mrs. 
Rover  is  a  member  of  the  Dunkard  Church,  and  is 
in  every  respect  a  worthy  and  estimable  ladj'. 


•► 


J~|OHN  E.  REMMERS  has  risen  to  his  present 
I  prosperous  and  prominent  position  b)'  the 
i  exercise  of  those  sterling  qualities  of  man- 
I  hood  which  surely  bring  success,  sooner  or 
later,  to  their  possessor.  He  has  surmounted  diffi- 
cult barriers  by  the  mere  force  of  perseverance,  and 
while  his  progress  has  not  been  extremely  rapid,  it 
has  been  perfectlj-  sure  and  safe,  as  his  business 
transactions  have  been  conducted  with  the  strictest 
integrity  and  uprightness.  His  father,  John,  and 
mother,  Catherine  (Henrechs)  Remmers,  were  na- 
tives of  East  Friesland,  in  the  extreme  northern  part 
of  Hanover,  Germany.  The  fatlier  was  engaged  in 
farming,  and  also  owned  a  brickyard,  but  becom- 
ing financially  embarrassed,  he  left  his  native  coun- 
try^  and  came  to  America  with  his  family  in  1868. 
His  destination  was  Springfield,  111.,  and  being  com- 
pelled bj-  force  of  circumstances,  which  led  him  to 
cross  the  water  in  the  hopes  of  bettering  his  fort- 
une, lie  and  his  sons  eng.aged  to  work  in  a  harvest 
field.  The  weather  being  extremely  warm,  and  the 
labor  arduous,  the  father  of  our  subject  unfortun- 
ately fell  a  victim  to  sunstroke,  and  thereb}'  lost 
his  life.  His  death  was  a  great  bereavement  to  his 
family,  and  it  was  because  of  this  early  trouble  that 
our  subject  was  obliged  to  call  into  requisition  all 
the  force  of  character  and  will  that  he  possessed,  in 
order  to  supply  the  place  of  the  family  protector. 
In  the  fall  of  1868  the  mother  of   our  subject 
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and  her  children  came  to  Nebr;iska.  and  settled  on 
Bear  Creek,  close  to  Beatrice.  There  were  eight 
children  in  the  famil}'.  whose  names  are:  Anna, 
Thomas,  Christopher,  .TohnE.,  Dedrich  and  George 
(deceased);  two  died  in  Germany.  The  mother 
afterward  married  John  Eilers,  and  died  at  .Ster- 
ling, this  State,  in  1883,  at  the  age  of  fifty  years. 
Our  subject  was  born  on  the  6lli  of  November,  18.50, 
in  Friesland,  Germany,  mucii  of  wliich  country  is 
diked  to  exclude  the  water,  ami  includes  several 
islands  in  the  North  Sea.  He  began  to  attend 
school  when  he  was  six  years  old.  and  the  oppor- 
tunities for  acquiring  an  education  being  veiy  good, 
he  fitted  himself  by  close  application  to  his  studies 
for  the  life  work  that  lay  before  him.  When  he 
came  to  this  State  he  was  a  boy  seventeen  years 
old,  and  he  broke  the  prairie  land  and  worked  out 
by  the  month  until  he  was  twenty-one  years  old,  at 
which  age  he  settled  on  a  claim  of  eighty  acres  on 
section  10,  Nemaha  Township.  In  1877  he  ex- 
changed his  claim  for  160  acres,  paying  the  dififer- 
ence  of  price  in  cash. 

On  the  10th  of  September,  1878,  our  subject  was 
united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Arena  Steinmann,  a 
daughter  of  Henry  H.  and  Rachel  (Yelken)  Stein- 
mann. They  were  also  natives  of  Friesland,  Han- 
over, and  were  married  in  Menard  County,  111., 
coming  to  this  State  in  1864,  and  settling  in  Ne- 
maha County.  The  father  still  lives  on  his  farm  in 
the  above-named  county',  and  is  sixty-nine  years 
old.  He  is  one  of  the  enterprising  gentlemen  who 
helped  to  locate  the  State  capital  at  Lincoln,  and 
in  his  county  he  h.as  served  as  Commissioner  many 
times,  and  is  otherwise  distinguished  among  promi- 
nent men.  He  is  veiy  well  situated  financLall}-,  and 
owns  a  section  of  well-improved  land.  The  mother 
is  fifty-six  years  old.  and  has  shared  her  devotion 
among  nine  children,  five  of  whom  were  born  in 
Illinois,  their  names  as  follows:  Henry,  Rachel, 
Arena,  John,  Bunn,  Minnie,  Christopher,  Annie 
and  Amy,  the  three  latter  deceased. 

Mrs.  Remmers  was  born  on  the  10th  of  February, 
1859,  and  passed  her  early  childhood  days  until  she 
reached  the  iige  of  five  years  in  Illinois,  when  she 
came  with  her  parents  to  this  State.  She  attended 
the  public  schools,  which  were  very  good  for  that 
early  time,  and  received  a  thorough  training  in  the 
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common-school  branches,  and  she  is  a  lady  of  wortli 
and  unusual  ability,  no  doubt  inheriting  much  of 
her  mental  qualification  from  her  father,  who  has 
won  a  distinguished  name.  She  is  the  mother  of 
two  children,  named  Catherine  and  Henry,  and  in 
her  devotion  to  her  family  she  exemplifies  her  real 
character  and  worth. 

Mr.  Kemmers  is  one  of  the  early  settlers  of  this 
county,  and  he  deserves  much  credit  for  having  so 
successfully  combated  the  circumstances  surround- 
ing him  in  his  earlier  days,  because  of  the  death  of 
his  father  and  his  previous  financial  loss.  He  is  the 
owner  of  300  acres  of  good  land  on  sections  12  and 
1,  which  he  devotes  to  the  purposes  of  farming  and 
stock-raising,  having  now  sixty  head  of  cattle  on 
his  farm.  He  and  his  wife  are  members  of  the 
Lutheran  Church,  and  are  high  in  the  esteem  of 
their  neighbors.  His  sympathies  are  with  the  Re- 
jiublican  part_y,  and  he  is  always  pleased  to  note  the 
imi)rovement  of  the  public  in  general  as  to  morals 
and  education. 


^p^EORGE  R.  SCOTT,  one  of  the  wealtiiy  and 
!|j  ^— ,  prominent  men  of  the  city  of  Beatrice,  repre- 
^^^4)  sents  a  large  amount  of  property,  including 
three  or  four  good  farms  and  valuable  real  estate  in 
the  city.  His  business  place  is  located  at  No.  1 1 9 
North  Fifth  street,  where  he  carries  a  complete  stock 
of  dry -goods  and  carpets,  and  enjoys  a  liberal  pat- 
ronage from  the  solid  people  of  Gage  and  adjoin- 
ing counties.  He  established  himself  here  in  March, 
1880,  and  is  numbered  among  the  solid  men  of  the 
city. 

Mr.  Scott  was  born  in  Oneida  County,  N.  Y.,  at 
the  modest  homestead  of  his  parents,  near  the  vil- 
lage of  Little  Falls,  May  13,  1852.  His  parents 
were  John  A.  and  Keziah  (Owens)  Scott,  and  he 
was  their  eldest  child,  their  family  including  three 
sons  and  two  daughters.  The  mother  was  a  native 
of  England,  and  crossed  the  Atlantic  at  an  early  age. 
John  A.  Scott  was  born  in  Oneida  County,  N.  Y., 
and  for  many  years  was  engaged  in  mercantile  busi- 
ness at  Kaneville,  111.  The  family  went  to  Illinois 
when  George  R.  was  a  little  child  two  years  of  age, 
settling  first  in  McHenry  County.     Thence  they  re- 


moved to  Kaneville.  in  Kane  County,  where  the 
father  still  followed  general  merchandising,  and 
where  his  death  took  place  Aug.  10.  1862.  The 
mother  was  subsequently  married  again,  and  is  now 
a  resident  of  Hinckley   111. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  passed  his  early  years  in 
his  native  county,  and  attended  the  public  school. 
Upon  becoming  further  advanced  in  his  studies,  he 
repaired  to  Aurora,  111.,  and  became  a  student  of 
the  Jennings  Seminary,  where  he  took  a  two-years 
course.  Upon  returning  to  Kane  County  he  taught 
school  for  a  time,  and  afterward  going  to  Rochelle, 
was  occupied  as  clerk  in  a  dry -goods  store  for  five 
years.  We  next  find  him  in  AYaterman,  111.,  of 
which  he  was  a  resident  eighteen  months,  established 
in  business  for  himself.  In  the  spring  of  1880  he 
turned  his  steps  westward,  crossing  the  Father  of 
Waters,  and  coming  into  this  State.  Shortly  after- 
ward he  took  up  his  residence  in  Beatrice,  of  which 
city  he  has  since  been  a  resident.  He  established 
a  store  of  general  merchandise,  associating  himself 
in  partnership  with  Peter  E.  Hastings,  and  under  the 
firm  name  of  Hastings  &  Scott  these  gentlemen 
operated  together  three  years.  Mr.  Scott  then  pur- 
chased the  interest  of  his  partner,  and  conducted  the 
business  alone  until  Jan.  1,  1888,  when  he  took  in 
his  bi'Other,  W.  W.  Scott,  the  firm  name  becoming 
Scott  Bros.  They  carry  a  full  line  of  dry-goods 
and  carpets,  and  occupy  a  position  at  the  head  of 
the  trade  in  this  section. 

Mr.  Scott,  while  a  resident  of  Rochelle,  was  mar- 
ried, Feb.  13,  1878,  to  Miss  Edith  M.  Boyce,  the 
wedding  taking  place  at  the  home  of  the  bride  in 
Rochelle.  The  career  of  Mr.  Scott  has  been  more 
than  usually  successful,  and  his  property  is  the  ac- 
cumulation mainly  of  his  own  industry  and  good 
judgment.  Politically,  he  is  a  Republican.  The 
family  residence  is  a  handsome  structure  located  on 
North  Fifth  street  of  the  city,  and  with  its  adjacent 
grounds  and  surroundings  forms  one  of  its  most 
attractive  homes.  His  place  of  business  was  de- 
stroyed bj'  fire  on  the  13th  of  September,  1886,  on 
which,  however,  there  was  an  insurance  sufSeiently 
ample  to  cover  all  loss. 

Scott  Bros,  own  the  fine  building  on  Court  street, 
a  white  brick  front,  put  up  in  the  winter  of  1886- 
87,  occupying  an  area  of  50x100  feet,  being  two 
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stories  in  heiffht,  built  of  brick,  its  finisliings  and 
furnishinjrs  being  everytiiing  rcqnirerl  to  make  it 
attractive  in  appearance,  and  convenient  for  tlie 
purpose  to  wliicli  it  is  .adapted.  Scott  Bros.'  store 
is  now  located  on  Nortli  Sixth  street,  in  the  Spencer 
Block.  Mr.  Scott  has  invested  largely  of  his  surJ 
plus  capital  in  Nebraska  land,  owning  in  Gage 
County  alone  320  acres,  which  have  been  divided 
off  into  three  good  farms.  He  also  has  land  in 
Kansas  and  Colorado. 

~- ^*^ — 
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JOSEPH  ELLIS.  One  of  the  most  enterpris- 
ing, prosperous  farmers  and  largest  land- 
owners of  Gage  County,  is  the  gentleman 
of  whose  life  a  brief  sketch  is  here  given. 
Mr.  Ellis  is  the  owner  of  2,000  acres  of  land,  and 
480  acres  under  leiuse;  1,500  acres  of  this  land  are 
situated  in  Grant  Township,  of  which  over  500 
acres  have  been  brought  to  a  high  state  of  cultiva- 
tion. This  is  situated  on  section  IG,  where  he  re- 
sides. His  farm  is  thoroughly  well  stocked  with  a 
very  high  grade  of  cattle  and  thoroughbred  Short- 
horns. From  his  ranch  he  ships  generally  about 
twent}^  cars  of  stock  annually.  His  farm  buildings 
are  unsurpassed,  and  his  residence  such  as  is  befitting 
a  man  of  his  social  status  and  financial  ability.  It 
is  an  elegant,  two-story  frame  building  with  base- 
ment, and  of  some  pretensions  to  scientific  archi- 
tecture. The  appreciative  reader  will  turn  with 
pleasure  to  the  double-page  illustration,  showing 
this  property,  and  also  to  the  portrait  of  the  owner 
thereof. 

Mr.  Ellis  is  one  of  the  Directors  of  the  Peoi)le's 
Bank,  at  Beatrice,  bis  brother  John  being  the 
President,  Warren  Cole,  Vice-President,  and  H.  L. 
Ewing,  Cashier.  Since  1872  our  subject  has  been 
very  active  in  every  project  that  promised  advan- 
tage to  the  district,  and  has  brought  to  bear  upon 
every  undertaking  the  same  energy,  push,  common 
sense  and  business  integritj'  that  have  marked  his 
life  and  made  him  the  successful  man  he  is,  for  in 
bis  earlier  daj'S  he  was  quite  poor,  and  by  no  means 
rich  when  he  came  to  this  place. 

Onr  subject  was  born  in  Yorkshire,  England, 
April   3,  1844,  and    is  the  son   of  John  and   Mary 


(Nettleton)  Ellis.  His  father  was  by  occupation  a 
farmer,  and  one  of  the  most  practical  and  enthusi- 
astic in  his  county.  The  family  on  both  sides  is  of 
what  would  be  called  good  ancestry,  and  their  his- 
tory can  be  traced  without  difficulty  for  many 
generations  as  natives  of  that  district.  The  familj' 
'  included  six  children,  all  of  whom  came  with  their 
parents  to  the  United  States,  and  settled  for  a  time 
in  New  Jersey,  afterward  removing  to  Woodford 
County,  III.,  where  Mr.  Ellis,  Sr.,  bought  a  new 
farm.  In  this  country  there  have  been  two  chil- 
dren (twins)  born  to  them.  The  parents  have  since 
resided  at  that  place,  and  the  father,  continuing  his 
allegiance  to  the  religious  training  of  his  youth,  is 
identified  with  the  Episcopal  Church  in  the  neigh- 
borhood. The  mother  belongs  to  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  communion. 

The  education  of  our  subject  was  received  in  the 
Woodford  Count3'  schools,  and  his  knowledge  of 
farming  was  largely  obtained  in  the  same  county. 
When  he  became  seventeen  years  of  age  be  enlisted 
in  August,  1861,  in  Company  B,  47th  Illinois  In- 
fantry, Capt.  Miles  and  Col.  Rush  commanding. 
The  regiment  was  attached  to  the  Army  of  the 
West,  and  in  it  our  subject  fought  at  New' Madrid, 
Island  No.  10,  Ft.  De  Russey.  Pleasant  Hill,  Hen- 
derson Hill,  Clowtinsville,  Marksville,  Pittsburg 
Landing.  Farmington  (where  Col.  Miles  w.as  killed), 
luka.  Miss.,  and  shortly  afterward  the  b.attle  of  Cor- 
inth, Oct.  3,  18G2,  where  our  subject  was  wounded 
in  the  right  arm,  with  which  he  was  confined  in  the 
hospital  for  some  time;  lejoining  his  regiment  in 
time  for  the  battle  of  Vicksburg,  he  was  at  its  sur- 
render. He  was  also  at  the  battles  of  L.ake  Chicot 
(Ark.),  June  6,  1864;  Tupelo  (Miss.),  July  14  and 
15,  .and  Al)beville  (Miss.),  Aug.  23,  1864.  In  Oc- 
tober, 1864,  he  received  an  honorable  discharge  at 
Springfield,  III.,  after  serving  three  years  and  two 
months.  Our  subject  still  feels  at  times  the  effects 
of  a  severe  sunstroke  received  while  guarding  a 
battery  at  Rienzi,  Miss. 

Upon  return  to  Woodford  County  our  subject 
became  the  husband  of  Margaret  Miller,  a  native 
of  the  Buckeye  State.  She  was  born  in  Butler 
County,  in  the  year  1840,  and  went  to  Illinois  with 
her  parents  while  a  child.  She  is  the  daughter  of 
Alexander  and  Eliza  Miller.    She  came  to  this  State 
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in  1872  with  her  husband;  there  have  been  six 
children  born  to  them,  and  to  them  have  been 
given  the  names  here  appended:  Emery  S.,  Frank 
O.,  Harry  0.,  Otto  and  Lora  E.,  all  of  whom  are  at 
home;  also  Edith  M.,  now  deceased. 

Mr.  Ellis  saw  sufficient  during  the  war  to  satisfy 
hira  that  the  only  political  party  he  could  affiliate 
with  was  the  one  for  which  he  fought,  and  he  has 
ever  since  continued  consistently  in  his  adherence 
to  the  same.  He  is  recognized  as  a  stanch  and  in- 
fluential friend  of  the  party  and  an  energetic  worker 
in  its  interests.  By  reason  of  his  military  experi- 
ence he  is  an  enthusiastic  member  of  the  G.  A.  R. 
at  DeWitt.  and  is  held  in  high  regard  by  his  com- 
rades of  the  post.  His  name  is  and  has  been  promi- 
nent before  the  people  as  one  having  the  progress 
and  advancement  of  the  township  and  county  at 
heart,  and  lie  has  done  much  to  this  end.  As  a 
man  and  citizen  he  has  been  true,  uprightaud  loyal; 
in  society  at  large  he  is  received  as  a  generous 
friend  and  gentleman,  and  in  every  relation  lias 
won  for  himself  the  respect  and  admiration  of  his 
compeers. 

Mr.  Ellis  is  one  of  the  representative  men  of  the 
county,  and  his  portrait  is  very  appropriatelj'  given 
in  connection  with  this  outline  sketch  of  his  life. 

[IZ_^ENRY  WAGNER,  a  pul)lic-spirited  and 
l/jl^  wide-awake  citizen  of  Clatonia  Township, 
(^^^  came  to  this  section  of  country  during  the 
(^)  period  of  its  early  settlement,  and  is  now  in 
the  enjoyment  of  a  good  home  on  section  15.  His 
infantyears  werespenton  the  other  side  of  the  ocean, 
in  Baden,  Germany,  where  he  was  born  Nov.  8,  1841. 
His  parents  were  John  and  Catherine  (Bence)  Wag- 
ner, and  they  are  now  deceased.  They  emigrated  to 
America  with  their  family,  and  took  up  their  abode 
in  the  city  of  Cincinnati,  Ohio.  After  a  year's 
residence  there  they  migrated  to  Dearborn  County, 
Ind.,  where  the  father  engaged  in  farming,  and 
where  they  lived  seven  years.  They  then  returned 
eastward  as  far  as  Lawrence  County,  Ohio,  where 
our  subject  continued  until  reaching  manhood.  He 
received  but  a  limited  education,  and  at  an  early 
age  entered  the  iron  mines,  where  lie  labored  for  a 
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number  of  years,  then  began  farming.  Subse- 
quently he  worked  in  a  coal  mine,  and  after  the 
outbreak  of  the  war  was  in  the  employ  of  the 
United  States  Government  in  the  building  of  tem- 
porary bridges  for  the  use  of  the  army,  mostly  in 
Tennessee  and  Alabama.  He  thus  spent  two  sum- 
mers, while  in  the  winter  he  staid  with  his  par- 
ents in  Ohio.  We  next  find  him  in  Washington 
County,  Mo.,  where  he  was  employed  at  tlie  Irona- 
del  furnace  two  years.  From  there  he  recrossed 
the  Father  of  Waters,  and  took  up  his  abode  in 
Montgomery  County,  III.,  where  he  carried  on 
farming  a  period  of  five  years. 

Our  subject  while  a  resident  of  Missouri  was 
married,  Dec.  3,  1868,  to  Miss  Eliza  Barron,  who 
became  the  mother  of  two  children:  Eliza  J.,  now 
deceased,  and  Frederick  V.,  a  resident  of  Nebraska. 
The  wife  and  mother  departed  this  life  in  1872. 
Mr.  Wagner  was  the  second  time  married,  Dec.  24, 
1874,  to  Miss  Maggie,  daughter  of  Robert  and 
Mary  A.  (Crofford)  Lowry,  who  are  natives  of 
Ireland,  and  are  now  residing  near  Cortland,  this 
State.  Of  this  union  there  were  born  five  chil- 
dren, namely:  Robert  H.,  William  J.;  John,  who 
died  when  nineteen  months  old;  Thomas  E.  and 
Lewis  F. 

In  the  spring  of  1875  Mr.  Wagner  came  to  this 
county  and  made  arrangements  for  future  settle- 
ment, laboring  here  on  a  tract  of  land  two  years 
before  bringing  his  family.  He  purchased  a  quarter- 
section  of  the  Burlington  &  Missouri  River  Rail- 
road Company,  in  Clatonia  Township,  at  $7  per 
acre,  taking  possession  and  commencing  in  earnest 
the  cultivation  of  the  virgin  soil.  Not  a  furrow 
had  been  turned,  and  there  was  no  other  sign  of 
improvement.  He  labored  amid  many  disadvan- 
tages after  the  manner  of  the  early  pioneer,  and 
was  in  due  time  compensated  in  the  possession  of  a 
farm  and  all  the  comforts  of  life.  He  was  ap- 
pointed the  third  Postmaster  of  Clatonia  post-office, 
which  office,  now,  however,  is  extinct.  Politically, 
he  is  an  earnest  supporter  of  Republican  principles. 
He  has  labored  intelligently,  and  been  careful  to 
encourage  those  enterprises  which  would  aid  in  the 
progress  and  development  of  his  adopted  county. 
He  is  one  of  the  worthiest  representatives  of  the 
men  who  struck  out  boldly  without    other  means 
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than  tlieir  own  vosonrces,  and  by  a  course  of  rigid 
economy  and  untiring  industry,  iiuilt  u])  from  first 
principles  a  homestead  whicii  forms  a  nucleus  from 
whicii  their  posterity  will  reap  many  advantages. 


#-#- 


'^^HOMAS  R.  ZIMMERMAN^.  In  the  subject 
l(^^,  of  this  sketch  we  have  an  example  of  the 
^^^y  progressive  and  aspiring  qualities  of  man- 
hood which  have  enabled  him  to  become  one  of  the 
most  successful  and  prosperous  farmers  of  Logan 
Township,  having  worked  his  way  up  from  a  lowly 
position  to  one  of  wealth  and  influence.  He  is  the 
owner  of  1,560  acres  of  well-improved  land,  de- 
voted to  the  purposes  of  farming  and  stock-raising. 
He  is  a  son  of  Rankin  and  Anne  Zimmermann,  who 
were  natives  of  Germany,  the  death  of  the  former 
occurring  in  1842  and  that  of  the  latter  in  1835. 
There  were  five  children  of  that  household,  who 
were  named  Tillie,  C'laus.  Rachael,  Fannie  and 
Thomas.  Our  subject,  the  youngest  of  the  family, 
was  born  in  Hanover,  Germany,  in  1833,  and  suf- 
fered the  loss  of  his  mother  when  he  was  about  two 
years  old,  scarcelj'  old  enough  to  realize  what  a 
great  loss  it  was. 

Our  subject  remained  in  his  native  country  until 
he  was  twentj'two  years  old,  receiving  but  little 
instruction  from  text-books,  but  having  an  experi- 
ence in  the  world  which  enabled  him  to  cultivate 
shrewd  and  careful  business  habits.  Thinking  th.at 
in  America  there  would  be  better  opportunities  for 
him  to  exercise  his  talents  he  embarked  from  Bre- 
merhaven  in  1853,  and  landed  in  New  York  City 
after  a  long  voyage.  He  made  a  short  visit  to  va- 
rious cities,  including  Cleveland,  Ohio;  Pittsburgh, 
Pa.,  and  .St.  Louis,  Mo.,  stopping  for  one  year  at 
Belleville,  111.,  and  at  Petersburg,  111.,  for  three  years. 
In  1861  he  went  to  Ritzier  County,  Neb.,  and  from 
there  removed  to  this  county  and  made  his  home 
on  section  4,  Logan  Township,  for  eiglit  years.  He 
then  sold  his  farm  and  bought  another  on  section  7, 
consisting  of  200  acres,  on  which  he  has  made  very 
many  improvements  and  has  been  more  than  ordi- 
narily prosperous,  as  much  so  perhaps  as  any  far- 
mer in  the  county.  At  different  times  he  purchased 
laud,  until  now  he  is  the  owner  of  1,560  acres,  all 


of  which  he  rents  excepting  the  farm  on  wiiit-li  he 
makes  his  home. 

On  the  28th  of  January,  1801,  our  subject  was 
united  in  marriage,  in  Petersburg,  111.,  to  Miss 
Catherine  Miller,  who  was  born  in  Hanover,  Ger- 
many, on  the  6th  of  January,  1843.  Her  parents, 
Elliot  and  Abby  (Johnson)  Miller,  were  natives  of 
Hanover,  in  which  country  the  mother  died,  the 
father  afterward  coming  to  America,  and  departing 
this  life  in  Lebanon,  111.  There  were  four  children 
in  their  family,  whom  they  named  Elliot.  Mattie. 
Catharine  and  Albert.  After  their  marriage  our 
subject  brought  his  wife  to  his  attractive  home, 
which  she  has  graced  bj-  her  charmingand  womanly 
presence,  and,  as  she  shares  with  her  husband  the 
desire  to  progress  and  improve,  they  have  together 
labored  toward  the  same  end,  and  are  now  rewarded 
for  their  industry  and  careful  man.agemeut.  Their 
buildings  are  all  in  excellent  condition,  and  the 
farm  being  in  a  lino  state  of  cultivation  yields  ex- 
cellent h.-irvests  of  grain  and  general  farm  protluce. 

The  home  of  our  subject  and  his  wife  has  been 
the  birthplace  and  shelter  of  five  children,  named 
Annie,  Abby,  Fannie.  Elliot  and  Matilda,  three  of 
whom  have  already  left  the  parental  roof  and  are 
nicely  established  in  their  own  homes.  Annie  mar- 
ried Herman  Dorn,  and  with  their  three  children, 
named  Thomas,  Rankin  and  Hannah,  they  live  on 
a  farm  in  Logan  Township;  Abby  married  Henry 
Mintz,  and  with  their  two  children,  named  Criss  and 
Tena,  they  live  on  a  farm  in  Logan  Township; 
Fannie  is  the  wife  of  Edward  Boughman,  living  tn 
Hanover  Township,  also  engaged  in  farming;  they' 
have  two  children  deceased:  Rachel,  born  April  10, 
1865,  died  Aug.  28,  18G5,  and  Rankin,  born  Oct. 
1,  1875,  died  April  5,  1876. 

Part  of  the  land  belonging  to  our  subject  lies  in 
Hanover  and  part  in  Logan  Township,  and  from  its 
abundant  harvests  he  receives  a  large  income,  which 
enables  him  to  r.<ink  with  the  wealthy  farmers  of  the 
township.  He  takes  an  active  interest  in  the  pub- 
lic welfare,  and  has  been  for  one  year  Road  Over- 
seer, discharging  the  duties  of  that  position  with 
credit  to  himself  and  satisfaction  to  the  public. 
Politically,  he  favors  the  Democratic  partj',  and  his 
religious  sympathies  are  with  the  Evangelical  Lu- 
theran Church,  both  he  and  his  wife  being  esteemed 
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members  of  that  church  in  Hanover.  By  their  affa- 
ble and  pleasing  manners  and  kindlj'  courtesy  they 
have  won  a  large  circle  of  admiring  friends  and 
acquaintances,  who  speak  of  them  in  terms  of  the 
highest  respect,  and  they  are  well  worthy  of  an 
honorable  mention  among  the  best  citizens. 

JAMES  RATHBUN,  a  well-to-do  citizen  of 
Glenwood  Township,  and  the  owner  of  320 
acres  of  fine  farming  land,  comprising  the 
greater  portion  of  section  12,  is  pursuing  the 
even  tenor  of  his  way  as  a  peaceable  and  law-abid- 
ing citizen,  devoting  his  attention  to  agricultural 
pursuits  and  making  a  specialty  of  stock-raising. 
He  came  to  this  State  from  Henry  County,  111.,  in 
the  fall  of  1881,  settling  where  he  now  lives,  and 
where  he  has  effected  many  imi)rovements  and  is 
contributing  his  share  toward  advancing  the  inter- 
ests of  one  of  the  most  progressive  communities  of 
the  West. 

The  Rathbuu  family  have  for  seveial  generations 
traced  their  ancestry  among  the  people  of  New 
England,  and  the  father  of  our  subject,  Ebenezer 
Rathbun  by  name,  was  born  in  Vermont,  where  he 
was  reared  to  manhood,  and  whence  he  migrated  to 
Washington  County,  Ohio;  thence  he  removed  to 
LaSalle  County,  111.,  settling  in  Ottawa;  afterward 
he  lived  in  both  Peoria  and  Henry  Counties,  and 
with  his  excellent  wife  spent  his  last  days  in  the  lat- 
ter, passing  away  about  1874.  The  mother  of  our 
subject  was  in  her  girlhood  Miss  Martha  Hall ;  she 
was  born  in  Ireland  and  crossed  the  Atlantic  in  her 
j'outh,  settling  with  her  pareuts  in  Ohio.  She  be- 
came the  mother  of  ten  children,  and  accompanied 
her  familj'  in  their  various  removals  until  their  final 
settlement  in  Henry  County,  111.,  where  her  death 
took  place  Oct.  5,  1878. 

Four  of  the  brothers  and  sisters  of  our  subject 
are  yet  living,  mostly  in  Nebraska.  James  was  born 
in  Washington  County,  Ohio,  Dec.  28,  1830,  and 
was  the  seventh  child  of  the  family.  He  was  reared 
to  farm  pursuits,  educated  in  the  district  school,  and 
continued  under  the  home  roof  until  twenty-six 
years  of  age;  then,  crossing  the  Mississippi  in  quest 
of  a  location   for   a  home  of  his  own,  he  selected 


Southern  Nebraska  as  his  abiding-place,  locating 
upon  his  present  farm  in  Glenwood  Township. 
Here  he  has  erected  a  good  house  and  effected  other 
improvements,  indicating  him  to  be  a  man  of  per- 
severance and  industry',  one  who  has  a  proper 
appreciation  of  those  things  which  shall  be  for  the 
comfort  of  his  family  and  his  own  reputation  as  a 
member  of  the  communit}'.  In  addition  to  other 
pioneer  labor  he  has  set  out  a  goodly  assortment  of 
fruit  and  other  trees,  cultivated  the  soil  in  a  judi- 
cious manner,  and  lives  independently  and  in  a 
manner  befitting  a  lord  of  the  soil. 

Mr.  Rathbun  assumed  matrimonial  ties  Feb.  2.5, 
1858,  the  lady  of  his  choice  being  Miss  Marj'  Ann 
Wolf,  born  in  Knox  County,  Ohio,  June  24,  1836. 
Peter  and  Jane  (Biggs)  Wolf,  the  parents  of  Mrs. 
Rathbun,  were  natives  of  the  same  county  as  their 
daughter.  They  left  the  Buckeye  State  about  1839, 
and  are  now  residents  of  Washington  Territory, 
where  the  father  carried  on  farming.  Their  family 
consisted  of  ten  children,  ail  of  whom  are  living. 
To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Rathbun  there  have  born  eleven 
children,  eight  of  whom  are  living,  namely:  Frank, 
George,  Lewis,  Charles,  John,  Alice,  Carrie  and 
Lizzie.     The  deceased  children  died  in  infancy. 

Mr.  Rathbun  cast  his  first  vote  in  his  native  State 
for  Pierce,  and  has  since  given  his  support  to  the 
Democratic  party. 


^Wt,  NDREW  WALKER.     The  northwest  quar- 
V    t    *'^'"  °^  section    24  in    Clatonia  Township, 
I'   111    which  is  owned  and  operated  bj'  the  sub- 
<^l  ject  of  this  sketch,  is  noticeable  on  account 

of  the  thoroughness  with  which  it  has  been  cul- 
tivated, its  comfortable  buildings,  and  the  gen- 
eral air  of  thrift  and  industry  which  surrounds  it. 
Mr.  Walker  was  born  in  Cincinnati,  Ohio,  Jan.  8, 
1859,  and  is  the  son  of  Herman  and  Sarah  (Blum) 
Walker,  the  father  deceased  and  the  mother  a  resi- 
dent of  Lincoln,  Neb. 

Herman  Walker  was  a  native  of  Germany,  whence 
he  emigrated  in  early  life,  and  his  wife,  Sarah,  was 
born  in  Dayton,  Ohio.  Andrew  was  their  only 
child,  and  in  1868  came  with  his  parents  to  this 
county,  they  settling  among  the  earliest  pioneers 
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of  Clatonia  Township.  The  father  only  lived  a 
few  jears  thereafter,  dying  when  comparatively  a 
young  man,  in  1859  or  1860.  The  mother  subse- 
quently married  Lewis  Brewing,  and  was  again  left 
a  widow,  Mr.  D.  passing  away  on  the  3<1  of  Maj', 
1884. 

Andrew  Walker  was  reared  to  manhood  in  this 
county  and  educated  in  the  common  schools.  On  the 
13th  of  Kovember,  1883,  he  was  united  in  mar- 
riage with  Miss  Louisa  Keller,  who  was  born  in 
Iowa,  Aug.  20,  1857.  Iler' parents  were  natives  of 
Germany.  The  father  is  deceased  and  the  mother 
lives  with  our  subject.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Walker  are 
the  parents  of  two  children:  Waldo  W.,  born  Feb. 
16,  1885,  and  Margaret  S.,  Feb.  15,  1888.  They 
are  members  in  good  standing  of  the  Method- 
ist Episcopal  Church,  and  Mr.  Walker,  politically, 
is  a  Republican  with  Prohibition  tendencies.  He 
is  serving  as  Moderator  in  his  school  district,  was 
elected  the  first  Clerk  of'  Clatonia  Township  after 
its  organization,  and  re-elected  twice  since.  Dur- 
ing his  younger  years  he  attended  school  at  Mt. 
Pleasant.  Iowa,  a  year,  and  by  the  reading  of  the 
current  literature  of  the  day  keeps  himself  well 
posted  upon  matters  of  general  interest.  He  is  a 
man  intelligent  to  converse  with,  straightforward 
and  prompt  in  his  business  transactions,  and  in  all 
respects  a  valued  citizen. 


/^^  ILAS  S.  SPIER  is  a  well-known  and  repre- 
^^^  sentative  farmer  residing  on  section  36, 
\M^  Paddock  Township.  His  father,  Isaac  Spier, 
was  born  in  Columbia  County,  N.  Y.,  and 
his  mother,  Laura  (Spaulding)  Spier,  was  born  in 
Chester,  Mass.  After  their  marriage  they  settled  in 
Canaan,  Columbia  Co.,  N.  Y.,  in  which  place  the 
husband  died  on  the  26th  of  August,  1867.  The 
wife  died  at  the  residence  of  her  son,  our  subject, 
in  Paddock  Township,  on  the  8th  of  January,  1887. 
They  had  a  family  of  three  children,  of  whom 
Sarah  A.  became  the  wife  of  Joseph  Bunnell,  and 
Edith  M.  became  the  wife  of  W.  R.  Kirk. 

The  only  son,  our  subject,  was  bom  in  Canaan, 
Columbia  Co.,  N.  Y.,  on  the  27tli  of  April,  1846. 
He  spent  the  early  years  of  his  life  on  a  farm, and 


received  the  principal  part  of  his  education  in  the 
common  schools.  He  lived  at  home  until  he  was 
eighteenjycars  old,  when  he  came  to  Nebraska,  and 
spent  si.K  months  of  the  year  1866  in  Omaha.  He 
afterward  went  to  LaCrosse,  Wis.,  at  which  place 
he  remained  about  one  ^nd  a  half  years,  being  em- 
ployed :is  a  book-keeper  in  a  fruit  store.  He  then 
went  to  LaGrange  County,  Ind.,  and  was  engaged 
in  farming  from  the  fall  of  1868  until  the  spring  of 
1877,  when  he  went  to  Black  Hawk  County,  Iowa, 
and  remained  for  one  year.  In  the  spring  of  1878 
he  came  to  Nebraska,  and  settled  in  Paddock 
Township,  in  which  he  bought  200  acres  of  land. 

Our  subject  has  made  improvements  on  his  farm 
and  has  erected  a  numl)er  of  necessary  and  con- 
venient buildings.  He  gives  his  attention  to  general 
farming,  and  makes  a  specialty  of  raising  sheep  and 
horses,  keeping  considerable  live  stock.  He  was 
married  in  Alden,  Erie  Co.,  N.  Y..  on  the  9th  of 
November,  1 870,  to  Miss  Lucinda  L.  Oaks,  a  daugh- 
ter of  Samuel  G.  and  Luaija  (Lewis)  Oaks.  The 
father  of  Mrs.  Spier  was  born  in  Bridgewater, 
Oneida  Co.,  N.  Y.,  on  the  1st  of  January,  1800,  and 
her  mother  was  born  in  Herkimer  County,  of  the 
same  State,  on  the  i  8th  of  January,  1808.  By  that 
marriage  they  had  a  family  of  five  children — Sa- 
niantha  L.,  Abraham,  Mary  E.,  William  G.  and  Lu- 
cinda L.  The  father  died  in  the  city  of  his  birth 
on  the  24th  of  April,  1851,  and  the  mother  died 
in  Allegany,  Cattaraugus  County,  on  the  25th  of 
September,  1884. 

Mrs.  Spier  was  born  in  Clarendon,  Orleans  Co., 
N.  Y.,  on  the  31st  of  May,  1847.  She  is  an  ac- 
complished and  excellent  woman,  a  sympathizing 
wife,  and  a  devoted  mother  to  her  children,  of  whom 
she  has  three,  their  names,  Anna  L.,  Marion  W.  and 
Isaac.  They  have  enjoyed  the  advantages  of  re- 
ceiving a  good  education,  making  excellent  use  there- 
of, and  are  distinguished  for  their  intelligence, 
genial  dispositions  and  pleasing  manners,  and  are 
ornaments  to  their  iiome  and  the  young  society  of 
the  neighborhood. 

Our  subject  has  taken  an  important  part  in  the 
puliiic  afifairs  of  his  township,  having  served  in  an 
oIKce  most  of  the  time  since  his  removal  to  this 
county.  He  has  been  Assessor  for  two  terms.  Treas- 
urer for  the  same  length  of  time,  and  is  now  the  in- 
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cumbent  of  the  latter  office.  He  is  a  member  of 
the  A.  O.  U.  VV.,  and  is  a  Republican  in  politics. 
He  and  his  family  are  attendants  on  the  services  of 
the  Presbyterian  Church,  and  are  well  known  as  an 
estimable  family. 


WILLIAM  H.  STOCKTON,  who  is  operating  a 
livery  and  sale  stable  at  Beatrice,  has  his 
headquarters  on  AVest  Court  street,  and 
is  in  the  enjoyment  of  a  generous  patronage  from 
the  people  of  the  city.  He  keeps  a  goodly  assort- 
ment of  horses  and  road  vehicles,  and  coiiducts  his 
business  in  that  straightforward  manner  which  com- 
mends him  to  his  fellow-citizens  as  a  man  worthy  to 
be  numbered  among  those  who  113'  their  enterprise 
are  contributing  to  the  general  advancement  of  its 
interests.  This  stable  was  established  by  Mr. 
Stockton  in  March,  1881,  and  is  now  numbered 
among  the  leading  enterprises  of  the  city. 

Our  subject  was  born  near  the  town  of  Green- 
bush,  Warren  Co.,  111.,  April  14,  1850,  and  is  the 
second  child  of  James  and  Jane  (White)  Stockton, 
who  were  natives  of  Indiana  and  early  settlers  of 
Warien  County.  The  father  was  a  farmer  by  occu- 
pation, and  after  many  years'  residence  in  Warren 
County,  removed  across  the  line  into  Fulton,  where 
his  death  took  place  in  May,  1865.  The  mother 
survived  her  husband  but  little  over  twelve  months, 
passing  away  in  June  of  the  following  year.  Their 
other  children  are  residents  of  Nebraska  and  Iowa. 

William  H.  Stockton  early  in  life  became  familiar 
with  the  various  employments  of  the  farm,  and  ac- 
quired his  education  mostly  in  the  district  scliool. 
He  remained  under  the  parental  roof  until  a  youth 
of  nineteen  years,  then  with  very  little  capital 
started  out  on  liis  own  account.  In  1873  he  began 
operations  as  a  stock-dealer,  and  six  years  later 
crossed  the  Mississippi  into  Warren  County.  Iowa, 
and  continued  the  shipping  of  cattle  and  swine  to 
Chicago.  He  was  thus  occupied  in  that  region 
until  1881,  when  he  came  to  Beatrice  and  began 
trading  in  horses,  soon  afterward  establishing  his 
stables.  In  August.  1887,  he  put  up  the  building 
which  he  now  occupies,  and  which  covers  an  area 
of  32x120  feet.  He  gives  employment  to  four  men. 


Mr.  Stockton  while  a  resident  of  Warren  County, 
Iowa,  was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Mattie 
Evans,  the  wedding  taking  place  in  December,  1  87'J. 
This  lady  is  the  daughter  of  Charles  and  Bettie 
Evans,  natives  of  Indiana,  and  now  of  Kansas. 
Their  family  consisted  of  five  children.  Of  this 
union  there  has  been  born  one  child,  a  daughter, 
Mabel,  who  is  now  eight  3'ears  old.  Mr.  Stockton  is 
conservative  in  politics,  usually  giving  his  support 
to  the  Democratic  party. 

The  parents  of  our  subject  had  each  been  married 
before  uniting  their  fortunes,  and  the  mother  had 
three  children  by  her  first  husband,  Mr.  White,  one 
son  and  two  daughters — Thomas,  Sarah  and  Eliza. 
The  father  by  his  first  marriage  had  two  sons — 
Thomas  and  Aaron.  These  are  now  mostl3'  resi- 
dents of  Missouri.  The  paternal  grandfather  of  our 
subject,  Thomas  Stockton  by  name,  was  a  native  of 
Indiana,  and  spent  the  last  years  of  his  life  in 
Illinois. 


SAAC  N.  YOTHER  has  been  a  resident  of  this 
county  since  the  year  1872,  and  in  the  time  of 
his  residence  here  he  has  built  up  an  enviable 
reputation  for  integrity  and  enterprise,  and  has 
taken  an  active  interest  in  the  public  affairs  of  his 
township.  His  father  is  Henry  Yother,  who  was 
born  in  Pennsylvania  in  1809,  and  has  been  a 
clergyman  all  his  life,  combining  with  that  noble 
profession  the  occupation  of  a  farmer.  He  married 
Miss  Catherine  Myers,  the  mother  of  our  subject, 
who  died  in  Pennsylvania  in  the  year  I86I,  and  in 
1864  he  left  his  native  vState,  and  moved  to  Living- 
ston County,  111.  In  1871  he  came  to  this  county, 
and  still  makes  his  home  here. 

Our  subject  is  the  fourth  child  of  a  family  of 
twelve,  eigiit  sons  and  four  daughters,  and  was  born 
in  Fayette  County.  Pa.,  on  the  29th  of  September, 
1842.  He  remained  at  home  until  he  reached  the 
age  of  twent3'-one  years,  receiving  his  education 
from  the  schools  of  his  native  town,  after  which  he 
was  engaged  in  farming.  In  1872  he  came  to  this 
county,  and  made  his  home  near  Blue  Springs,  re- 
maining there  until  1883,  at  which  time  he  bought 
a  farm  of  120  acres  on  section  13,  Island  Grove 
Township.     The  farm  is  now  in  a  fine  state  of  cul- 
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tivalion,  and  presents  an  attractive  appearance,  with 
its  nicely  arranged  cluster  of  convenient  farm 
buildings,  and  its  fields  of  waving  green,  separated 
by  rows  of  substantial  and  well-kept  fences. 

On  the  15tb  of  December,  1870,  Mr.  Yother  was 
united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Mary  Loucks,  a  daugh- 
ter of  Henry  and  Barbary  Loucks,  wlio  were  natives 
of  Pennsylvania.  She  was  born  on  the  18th  of 
July,  1835,  in  Westmoreland,  Pa.,  and  remained  in 
her  native  State  until  the  year  1870.  By  her  mar- 
riage with  our  subject  she  has  become  the  mother 
of  three  children,  one  son  and  two  daughters,  to 
whom  have  been  given  the  names  of  Henry  L.. 
Cai-rie  Elizabeth  and  Annie  Wiunifred.  These  chil- 
dren are  now  verging  on  young  manhood  and 
womanhood,  and  are  fitting  themselves  to  relieve 
their  kind  parents  of  many  of  the  burdens  of 
domestic  duties,  and  to  become  useful  and  honor- 
able members  of  society.  Mr.  Yother  warmly  advo- 
cates the  policy  of  the  Republican  party  in  politics, 
and  is  gratified  to  hear  of  the  public  improvements 
in  educational  and  religious  matters,  as  well  as  of 
those  relating  to  the  government  of  the  country. 
For  five  3'ears  he  has  been  an  honorable  member  of 
the  School  Board,  and  has  proved  himself  an  enter- 
prising and  loyal  citizen. 


AMES  KINZIE.     Of  Grant  Township's  vet- 
eran   pioneer    settlers,    the   subject    of    this 
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^.^  jl  sketch  is  one  of  the  most  worthy  of  intro- 
^^^  duction  to  the  readers  of  this  volume.  Since 
his  establishment  in  the  countj'  he  has  been  unre- 
mitting in  his  efforts  and  most  unwearied  in  his  en- 
deavors to  advance  the  interests  thereof  in  every 
possible  manner.  His  first  entr3-  of  land  dates  from 
the  year  18ijl.  He  is  the  owner  of  280  acres  of 
most  excellently  improved  and  cultivated  land,  and 
is  certainly  to  be  numbered  among  the  best  farmers 
of  the  county.  His  property  and  residence  are 
situated  upon  section  8,  his  home  being  beautifully 
located,  and  affording  the  necessaries  of  comfort 
and  convenience,  and  not  a  few  luxuries  of  life. 
His  property  is  well  stocked  with  timber  and  well 
supplied  with  water. 

The  father  of  our  subject,  William   Kinzie,  wel- 


comed  his  son  to  the  [iresent  life  on  the  22d  of 
December,  1816,  at  his  home  in  West  Virginia.  The 
grandfather  of  our  subject,  John  H.  Kinzie,  was 
born  of  Scottish  parents,  in  New  York  City,  and 
until  this  time  the  name  had  been  prefixed  by  the 
syllable,  ftlac,  represented  in  the  usual  manner.  He 
was  one  of  the  heroes  of  the  Revolutionary  Army, 
and  also  of  the  War  of  1812.  He  saw  much  of 
military  life  and  was  a  recognized  able  soldier  and 
officer.  He  was  one  of  the  first  to  be  in  what  is 
now  Chicago,  being  Indian  agent  for  that  district, 
and  making  it  his  headquarters.  'Ihe  well-known, 
important  business  thoroughfare  in  that  city,  Kinzie 
street,  received  its  name  in  his  honor.  He  died  at 
a  very  advanced  age,  while  that  town  was  still 
known  bj'  the  name  of  Ft.  Dearborn,  his  deatli  be- 
ing very  sudden  and  caused  bj'  heart  disease. 

William  Kinzie,  the  father  of  our  subject,  was 
born  in  what  is  now  Detroit,  Mich.  He  grew  to 
manhood  in  the  State  of  Ohio,  and  served  through 
the  AVar  of  1812.  His  chosen  occupation  in  life 
was  that  of  farming.  The  maiden  name  of  his  wife 
was  Rebecca  Martin,  whom  he  met  and  married  in 
the  southeastern  part  of  the  State.  After  this  im- 
portant and  interesting  event  they  continued  to 
make  their  home  in  Ohio  until  1832.  Thej'  then 
removed  to  Elkhart  County,  Ind.,  took  up  land  and 
improved  a  new  farm.  His  wife  died  in  1842, 
somewhat  past  middle  life;  somewhat  later  the 
widowed  husband  came  to  Nebniska,  and  in  the 
year  1869  died  at  the  home  of  our  subject,  where 
he  had  been  residing  for  some  lime,  in  his  seventy- 
eighth  year. 

Our  subject  was  the  third  child  and  first  son  of 
a  family  of  ten  children,  four  of  whom  were  daugh- 
ters. One  of  the  sons  died  from  sickness  during 
military  service.  The  subject  of  our  sketch  was 
reared  in  Ohio  and  Indiana,  and  entered  upon  his 
majority  in  the  latter  Stitc.  There,  also,  in  1 848, 
he  became  the  husband  of  Lydia  E.  Hatch,  who 
was  born  in  Pennsylvania,  in  the  year  1831.  She 
is  the  third  daughter  of  Albert  and  Sail}-  A.  (AVood) 
Hatch,  both  of  whom  are  now  deceased.  They  de- 
parted tliis  life  at  LaPorte,  Ind.  They  were  natives 
of  New  Y'ork  State,  and  after  their  marri.nge  made 
their  home  there  until  after  the  birth  of  two  chil- 
dren, then  removed  to  Pennsylvania.    In  1837  they 
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went  to  the  Hoosier  State,  making  their  home  at 
Elkhart  for  a  time,  but  the  father,  who  was  by  trade 
a  millwright  and  a  skilled  workman,  not  long  after- 
ward removed  to  Chicago,  and  was  employed  in 
the  carshops  of  that  city.  He  finally  removed  to 
LaPorte,  where  he  established  a  foundry,  and  in- 
vented and  brought  out  the  first  corn  sheller  in  the 
countr}-  for  the  use  of  Messrs.  Peck  &  Co.,  the  ex- 
tensive grain  dealers  in  that  city. 

Lydia  Kinzie,  daughter  of  the  above  and  wife  of 
our  subject,  received  a  good  education  in  the  Indi- 
ana schools.  This  was  subsequently  supplemented 
by  her  own  most  laudable,  ambitious  efforts  at  self- 
improvement,  which  have  made  her  a  well-educated 
lady,  and  have  also  given  her  a  perfect  command 
over  what  she  has  learned,  and  made  it  possible  for 
her  to  utilize  the  same  at  any  time.  She  has  be- 
come the  mother  of  eleven  children,  and  it  is  her 
happiness  to  have  them  all  living;  seven  of  them 
are  married  and  have  homes  of  their  own,  and  fill 
honorable  and  responsible  positions  in  life.  They 
are  as  follows:  Mary  E.,  the  wife  of  John  Wehn, 
Jr.,  editor  of  the  Oi^position,  at  Wilber,  Neb.; 
William,  who  is  married  to  Sarah  Barnhouse,  and 
living  upon  a  farm  in  Grant  Township;  Laura  J., 
the  wife  of  Calvin  C.  Goodhart,  an  engineer  on  the 
Burlington  &  Missouri  River  Railroad,  and  resident 
at  Wymore;  John  D.,  who  is  still  at  home;  Sally 
A.,  now  Mrs.  James  Clary,  and  living  in  Jefferson 
County,  Neb. ;  Agnes,  the  widow  of  Peter  Shawm, 
at  present  residing  with  her  parents;  Alice,  happily 
married  to  Charles  Morris,  a  farmer  in  Grant  Town- 
ship; Emma  R.,  wife  of  Tom  Collister,  of  Frontier 
County;  James  E.  and  Erastus  E.  (twins),  still  at 
home;   and  Clarissa  B.,  also  still  with  her  parents. 

Upon  the  roll  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church, 
at  DeWitl,  are  found  the  names  of  our  subject,  his 
wife,  and  several  members  of  their  family.  They 
are  among  its  most  abh  supporters,  stanch  friends 
and  consistent  members,  and  as  a  result  are  verj^ 
highly  esteemed.  The  subject  of  our  sketch  is  not 
in  the  front  rank  of  politicians,  but  is  ever  ready  to 
do  his  full  duty  as  a  citizen  with  all  loyal  eager- 
ness. He  usually  votes  with  the  Democratic  party. 
Although  not  much  found  in  political  circles,  his 
bright,  genial  smile  is  seldom  missed  from  any 
gathering,  religious,  social  or  otherwise,  where  pro- 


jects and  plans  are  to  be  perfected  or  carried  out 
for  the  benefit  of  tlie  community  or  even  a  more 
prescribed  circle,  if  only  the  object  be  right,  honor- 
able, charitable  or  beneficent.  Both  himself  and 
wife  have  always  been  the  true  friends  of  such 
enterprises,  and  hold  a  very  warm  place  in  the 
hearts  of  those  who  know  them. 


4p5^  AMUEL  E.  RIGG,  Postmaster  at  Beatrice, 
^^^  and  also  carrying  on  a  flourishing  drug 
(l^^)  business,  stands  well  among  the  citizens 
and  business  men  of  this  part  of  the  State, 
as  one  intimately  identified  with  its  most  important 
interests.  He  comes  of  substantial  German  ances- 
try, who  settled  in  the  Keystone  State  during  tlie 
Colonial  days  and  engaged  mostly  in  agricultural 
pursuits.  He  was  born  near  the  town  of  Washing- 
ton, in  Washington  County,  that  State,  May  20, 
1852.  and  his  parents  were  Joseph  and  Catherine 
(Earhart)  Rigg,  descended  from  Quaker  stock,  the 
former  a  native  of  Pennsylvania,  and  the  latter  of 
Athens  County,  Ohio.  Joseph  Rigg,  in  1867,  mi- 
grated to  Illinois,  locating  in  Champaign  County, 
where  he  operated  as  a  miller,  and  where  his  death 
took  place  Sept.  22,  1 882.  The  mother,  after  the 
death  of  her  husband,  joined  her  sons  in  Beatrice, 
Neb.,  where  she  now  resides. 

To  Joseph  and  Catherine  Rigg  there  were  born 
two  children  onl}-,  Charles  M.,  and  Samuel  E.,  of 
our  sketch.  The  elder  is  now  engaged  in  the  real- 
estate  business  in  Beatrice.  Samuel  pursued  his 
early  studies  in  the  common  schools  of  Ohio  and 
Illinois,  and  later  was  a  student  in  the  Illinois  State 
University  at  Urbana.  He  began  his  business  career 
as  clerk  in  a  drug-store  at  Champaign,  111.,  and  later, 
going  South,  was  employed  in  the  same  capacity  in 
a  drug-store  at  Hot  Springs,  Ark.,  where  he  so- 
journed for  a  period  of  five  years.  He  has  also  been 
a  resident  of  the  States  of  Georgia  and  Ohio,  being 
in  the  former  at  the  outbreak  of  the  late  Civil  War. 
He  had  been  there  about  one  and  one-half  years, 
and  from  there  returned  to  Ohio. 

Mr.  Rigg,  in  May  of  1879,  migrated  to  this 
count}',  and  began  clerking  in  the  drug-store  of 
Hinkle  &  Jackson,  at   Beatrice,  with    whom  he  re- 
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nminetl  four  j-ears.  and  then  secured  an  interest  in 
the  business,  lieconiing  associated  with  Mr.  J.  W. 
Ilinkle,  under  the  firm  name  of  Ilinkle  &  Rigg, 
which  partnership  continued  five  years.  Mr.  Hin- 
kle,  then  retiring,  disposed  of  his  interest  to  Mr. 
Jackson,  and  the  firm  of  Jackson  &  Rigg  now  com- 
mands a  large  proportion  of  the  patronage  exteniled 
to  this  line  of  merchandise  in  the  city.  They  carry 
a  full  stock  of  everything  pertaining  to  their  line 
of  trade,  and  by  their  strict  business  methods  have 
built  up  a  substantial  and  lucrative  business.  Mr. 
Rigg  is  a  stanch  Democrat  politically,  and  received 
the  appointment  of  Postmaster  in  March,  1886.  He 
has  hosts  of  friends  in  the  community,  his  course 
having  been  that  which  commands  respect  and  con- 
fidence. 

The  marriage  of  Samuel  E.  Rigg  and  Miss  Mar3', 
eldest  daughter  of  G.  W.  and  Amanda  E.  (Jones) 
Hinkle,  of  Beatrice,  was  celebrated  at  the  home  of 
the  bride  in  this  city,  Oct.  18,  1881.  Mrs.  Rigg 
•was  born  Nov.  6, 1  860,  and  was  given  the  advantages 
of  a  common-school  education.  She  was  reared 
to  womanhood  in  Beatrice,  and  remained  at  home 
until  her  marriage.  Her  father  is  a  native  of  Ohio 
and  the  mother  of  Illinois;  the  latter  died  when 
Mrs.  Rigg  was  about  four  years  old.  Mr.  Hinkle 
resides  in  Beatrice.  Their  family  consisted  of  four 
children. 

«..g.;.|.r.g...~ 
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(^^RUMAN  L.  DAVIS,  one  of  the  largest 
m^^  sheep  and  stock  raisers  in  the  State,  operates 
^^^  the  ranch  comprising  the  entire  extent  of 
sections  17  and  18  of  Hooker  Township.  He  is  the 
son  of  John  and  Jane  (Waters)  Davis,  natives  of 
New  York  State.  Our  subject  represents  the  sixth 
generation  of  his  family  in  this  countrj',  and  is  of 
English  and  Scotch  extraction.  His  grandfather, 
John  Davis,  served  with  distinction  in  the  War  of 
1812.  Upon  their  marriage  the  parents  of  our  sub- 
ject settled  in  Saratoga  County,  N.  Y.,  where  his 
father  owned  a  farm  and  followed  his  trade  as  a 
carpenter.  Their  marriage  occurred  in  the  year 
1842,  in  Wayne  County.  In  the  year  1860  he 
purchased  a  farm  in  Warren  County  and  removed 
to  it;  they  are  still  living  and  in  comfortable  cir- 


cumstances.  IMr.  Davis  has  reached  the  advanced 
age  of  sixty-two,  and  his  wife  the  age  of  fifty-eight. 
Their  family  includeil  five  children,  who  received 
the  names  Howard,  Harvey,  Alpheus,  Byron  and 
Truman  L. 

Our  subject  was  born  on  the  25th  of  December, 
1854,  at  IMillbrook,  Warren  Co.,  N.  Y.  At  the  age 
of  about  six  years,  his  parents  removed  to  Saratoga 
County,  where  he  attended  the  common  school  for 
some  time.  When  about  fourteen  years  of  age  he 
left  home  to  work,  and  engaged  with  Messrs  Den- 
nison  &  Belden,  contractors  for  the  Erie  and  Wel- 
land  Canals,  working  as  a  boy  of  all  work.  His 
disposition,  intelligence,  and  rapidly  developing 
ability,  were  marked  by  his  emploj'ers,  and  at  the 
age  of  fifteen,  an  opportunity  occurring,  he  was 
given  the  preference  and  placed  in  charge  of  a 
gang  of  men,  and  in  this  position  remained  four 
years.  This  was  the  school  in  which  he  learned 
how  to  handle  a  body  of  men,  and  the  many  details 
thereof  that  have  since  been  of  such  help  to  him  upon 
his  ranch  and  elsewhere. 

Upon  leaving  the  canal  Truman,  with  his  brother 
Howard,  engaged  in  business  in  a  meat-market  in 
Saratoga,  where  he  continued  until  1877,  when  he 
came  to  Beatrice.  Here  for  the  first  3'ear  he  worked 
by  the  month,  then  rented  tiie  farm  next  to  where 
he  had  worked,  and  continued  upon  it  with  increas- 
ing prosperity  for  five  years.  It  was  while  here 
he  became  acquainted  with  Mr.  J.  B.  Long,  of 
Washington  County,  N.  Y.  This  gentleman  rented 
the  Hooker  farm,  and  converted  it  into  a  sheep 
ranch.  He  subleased  the  land  to  Mr.  Davis,  who 
has  personal  charge  of  the  farm. 

On  the  6th  of  August,  1885,  our  subject  was 
united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Lydia  AVhite,  a 
daughter  of  William  and  Jennie  White,  who  were 
natives  of  Tennessee,  where  they  settled  and  con- 
tinued until  after  the  war.  Mr.  White  was  by 
occupation  a  farmer  and  planter,  but  upon  removal 
to  Nebraska  he  was  engaged  in  the  hotel  business. 
About  two  years  were  spent  in  Nebraska;  then  they 
removed  to  Burr  Oak,  Kan.,  and  there  Mr.  White 
opened  a  hotel.  At  present  he  has  a  good  farm, 
upon  which  he  resides,  situated  in  Butler  County, 
that  State.  He  is  now  forty-six  years  of  age,  and 
his  wife  thirty-six.    Their  three  children  have  been 
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named  Lydia,  Josephine  and  Ella.  Their  daughter 
Lydia,  the  wife  of  our  subject,  was  born  on  the  4th 
of  February,  1869.  She  remained  at  home  with  her 
parents  until  her  marriage,  and  was  well  educated  in 
the  common  and  Normal  schools  at  Peru.  There 
have  been  two  children  born  to  our  subject:  Pearl, 
who  was  born  May  6,  18S6,  and  Byron,  who  died 
in  infancy. 

Mr.  Davis  has  under  his  immediate  supervision, 
control  and  management,  1,280  acres,  being  960 
acres  of  Hooker  and  320  acres  of  Scully  land. 
There  are  ten  teams  kept  continually  at  work  in 
connection  with  the  ranch,  and  a  force  of  never 
less  than  twelve  men.  Besides  his  teams  he  usually 
has  about  forty  head  of  horses  in  his  pastures,  but 
aims  chiefly  to  feed  for  the  market.  In  1884  there 
were  fed  6.000  head  of  sheep,  and  in  1-885  10.000; 
the  following  year  7,000,  and  in  1887  11,500;  this 
year  (1888)  there  will  probably  be  fed  about  the 
same  number.  These  figures  tell  something  of  the 
measure  of  his  success,  even  far  better  than  an}' 
merely  complimentary  sentence  could  do.  About 
the  1st  of  November  usuallj'  the  sheep  are  brought 
in  from  the  pasture  and  housed  for  the  winter. 
This  is  the  largest  sheep  ranch  in  Eastern  Nebraska, 
and  enjoys  a  widespread  and    favorable  reputation. 

It  is  interesting  to  notice  the  amount  required 
by  our  subject  for  feed  purposes  alone  for  a  season. 
The  figures  which  are  as  follows  are  startling.:  Of 
oats  he  uses  2,000  bushels;  of  corn  40,000  bushels; 
of  hay  2,000  tons;  and  of  oil  cake  ninety  tons. 
The  ranch  is  fully  supplied  with  the  various  sheds, 
yards  and  buildings  requisite  for  its  successful  oper- 
ation, and  all  of  them  have  been  erected  accord- 
ing to  the  most  improved  plans;  the  place  is  also 
provided  with  a  five-ton  scale,  which  is  in  constant 
use,  and  three  large  and  powerful  windmills.  There 
are  twelve  sheep  j'ards,  ten  having  a  capacity  of 
1,000  sheep,  and  two  with  a  capacity  of  500.  By 
this  means  every  grade  of  sheep  can  be  kept  sepa- 
rate, their  feeding  attended  to  better,  and  in  shipping 
this  arrangement  saves  much  time  and  trouble. 
Shearing  time  is  quite  a  busy  season  upon  the  ranch, 
there  being  usually  from  6,000  to  7,000  sheep 
sheared  annually. 

Mr.  Davis  is  heartily  esteemed  in  the  community, 

<1  is  gi-eatly  admired  because  of  his  high  personal 


character,  business  abilitj'  and  success.  In  political 
matters  he  usually  votes  with  the  Eepublican  party, 
but  is  careful  to  deposit  his  ballot  where,  in  his 
belief,  the  best  interests  of  the  people  will  be  served. 
The  portrait  of  the  enterprising  gentleman  whose 
life  has  been  so  briefly  sketched  here  will  be  gladly 
received  by  the  patrons  of  this  woik.  As  a  fitting 
companion  picture  we  present  the  portrait  of  his 
estimable  wife. 

JEFFERSON  H.  BROADY,  Judge  of  the  First 
Judicial  District,  having  his  residence  at 
Beatrice,  has  for  many  years  been  recog- 
nized as  one  of  the  leading  members  of  the 
bar  of  Southern  Nebraska.  He  was  born  on  a 
farm  near  Liberty,  in  Adams  County,  III,  April 
14,  1844,  and  is  the  son  of  John  C.  and  Anna 
(Wigle)  Broady,  the  latter  of  Belgian  ancestry. 
The  mother  was  also  born  in  the  Prairie  State, 
where  she  was  reared  to  womanhood.  Her  father 
was  John  Wigle,  a  farmer,  miller  and  pioneer  tav- 
ern-keeper by  occupation,  and  a  man  prominent  in 
his  community.  His  house  was  the  stopping-place 
of  the  travelers,  and  a  sort  of  headquarters  for  the 
settlers. 

John  C.  Broady  was  of  Scotch  descent, and  a  na- 
tive of  Kentucky.  His  mother  died  when  he  was 
seven  years  of  age,  and  he  was  taken  from  Ken- 
tucky at  an  early  age  to  Knoxville,  Tenn.,  and 
thence  to  Vienna,  Ind.,  where  he  was  bound  out  to 
an  old-school  Presbyterian  preacher  to  learn  the  min- 
istry according  to  the  old  Scotch  Covenantor's 
faith.  This  was  tc^o  much  for  the  exuberance  of 
youth,  and  he  fled  fiom  there  to  the  frontier  in 
Illinois,  and  enlisted  in  the  Black  Hawk  War. 
John  C.  Broady  continued  a  resident  of  Adams 
County,  111.,  where  he  followed  farming  and  spent 
the  remainder  of  his  days,  his  death  occurring  in 
1878.  The  mother  survived  her  husband  one  year, 
dying  in  1879.  Their  family  included  seven  liv- 
ing children,  four  sons  and  three  daughters,  who 
now  reside  in  the  States  of  Illinois,  Nebraska,  Mis- 
souri and  Kansas. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  the  fourth  child 
of  the  family,  and    passed    his  boyhood  and  youth 
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oil  the  farm,  becoming  fiimili;ir  with  the  various 
einplo^'ineiits  of  rural  life.  His  eialy  studies  were 
conducted  in  the  district  school,  and  later  he  be- 
came a  student  of  Paj-son  High  .School,  from  which 
he  was  graduated  with  honors,  and  not  long  after 
engaged  as  a  teacher.  Being  of  a  delicate  constitu- 
tion, he  was  unfitted  for  the  arduous  labors  of  the 
farm,  and  devoted  much  of  his  time  to  reading 
upon  the  political  topics  of  the  day.  He  soon  de- 
veloped excellent  powers  as  an  orator,  and  wtis  es- 
pecially efficient  as  a  political  organizer  when  a  boy 
of  twelve  years.  During  the  memorable  campaigns 
of  Stephen  A.  Douglas,  while  yet  a  schoolboy,  he 
was  dubbed  the  "Little  Giant"  of  his  community, 
on  account  of  his  active  interest  in  promoting  the 
success  of  the  Democracy  in  organizing  the  boys 
of  his  acquaintance  into  a  band  of  campaigners. 

As  he  adviinced  to  maturity  young  Broady  grew 
more  healthy,  but  none  the  more  inclined  to  farm- 
ing or  manual  labor.  When  near  his  majority  he 
was  incidentally'  drawn  into  newspaper  discussions, 
and  attracted  much  attention  as  a  forcible  and 
vigorous  writer.  From  that  time  he  was  seldom  at 
home,  and  taught  considerabl.v  in  order  to  raise 
funds  for  the  further  prosecution  of  his  studies. 
He  was  at  one  time  for  several  months  connected 
with  the  office  of  the  Springfield  (111.)  Register, 
having  in  view  the  acquirement  of  the  printer's 
trade,  but  later  abandoned  this,  and  determined 
that  the  profession  of  law  would  be  more  congenial 
to  his  tastes  and  more  in  keeping  with  his  capabili- 
ties. 

Young  Broad3-,  accordingly,  in  the  fall  of  1865, 
entered  the  law  department  of  the  Michigan  Uni- 
versity, where  he  at  once  took  a  leading  position 
as  a  debater.  Two  years  later  he  was  graduated 
with  honors,  receiving  the  degree  of  LL.B.  on  the 
27th  of  March,  1867.  Soon  afterward  he  entered 
the  law  office  of  Skinner  &  Marsh,  at  Quiney,  HI., 
but  in  July  following,  determining  upon  a  per- 
manent location,  crossed  the  Father  of  Waters, 
and  on  the  1st  of  August  took  up  his  abode  at 
Brownville,  Neb.  In  a  few  months  he  formed  a 
partnership  with  Hon.  E.  W.  Thomas,  and  not  long 
afterward  the  firm  of  Thomas  ik  Broady  began  to 
give  evidence  of  its  future  importance.  They 
discarded   everything    but   strictly   legal   business, 


and  are  now  ranked  among  the  finest  practitioners 
west  of  tiie  Mississii)pi. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch,  a  clear-headed  and 
decidedly  practical  man,  is  a  close  student  and  ex- 
tensive reader,  and  possesses  the  qualities  of  reso- 
lution and  perseverance  in  no  ordinary  degree.  In 
the  fall  of  1883  he  was  elected  Judge  of  the  First 
Judicial  District,  composing  the  counties  of  Gage, 
Johnson,  Nemaha.  Richardson  and  Pawnee.  In 
the  fall  of  1887  he  was  re-elected  to  the  same  office, 
and  is  now  .serving  his  fifth  year  and  second  term. 
Politically,  he  is  a  stanch  Democrat.  He  was  a 
member  of  the  Nebraska  Constitutional  Convention 
in  1875.  and  the  same  year  was  elected  Prosecuting 
Attorne3-  for  the  district  comprising  the  counties 
of  Lancaster,  Cass,  Otoe  and  Nemaha.  When  re- 
tiring from  the  ordinary  duties  of  his  profession  in 
order  to  assume  his  judicial  office,  he  had  several 
important  cases  pending  in  the  Circuit,  .Supreme 
and  Federal  Courts.  His  n.atural  abilities  and  ac- 
quirements are  uniformly  recognized  throughout 
the  profession  in  Southern  Nebraska. 

Judge  Broady.  on  the  2d  of  November,  1871, 
was  united  in  marri.age  with  Miss  Nannie  J.  Mac- 
Donald,  of  Rock  .Springs,  Pa.  The  m.arriage  was 
celebrated  at  Albia,  Iowa.  Mrs.  Broady  was  born 
and  reared  in  Pennsylvania,  and  is  the  daughter  of 
Dr.  John  G.  and  Jane  (Bailey)  MacDonald,  who 
resided  in  .Spruce  Creek  Valley,  Pa.  Of  this  union 
there  have  been  born  seven  children,  viz:  Anna, 
Grace,  Bracton,  John  C,  Jefferson  H.,  Jr.,  Joyce 
and  Beatrice.  The  eldest  is  sixteen  years  of  age, 
and  the  youngest  eight  mouths. 


LI 


ILLIAM  H.  ROULSTEN.  of  Glenwuod 
Township,  was  born  in  Worcester.  Mass.. 
Oct.  5,  1855,  and  migrated  with  his  par- 
ents to  Illinois  when  a  little  lad  four  years  of  age. 
They  settled  in  Henry  County,  where  the  father 
engaged  in  brickmaking;  he  died  when  William  II. 
was  only  about  five  years  of  .age,  and  the  latter 
continued  under  the  parental  roof  assisting  his 
mother  until  a  youth  of  fourteen  years,  when  she 
died.  Then,  crossing  the  Father  of  Waters  into 
Page  County,  Iowa,  he  worked  two  years  at  brick 
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making  near  the  town  of  Creston,  later  at  Shenan- 
doah. At  the  expiration  of  this  time  he  began 
operations  as  a  tiller  of  the  soil,  and  to  this  calling 
has  since  given  his  time  and  attention. 

Mr.  Roulsten,  in  January,  1881,  settled  in  Glen- 
wood  Township  on  section  31.  Upon  the  eighty 
acres  of  land  which  he  then  secured  he  has  labored 
industriously,  bringing  the  soil  to  a  good  condition 
and  producing  the  crops  which  in  this  region  thrive 
so  well  under  the  hand  of  the  judicious  husbandman. 
As  a  man  and  citizen  he  occupies  a  good  position, 
and  may  be  accounted  among  the  useful  and  praise- 
worthy members  of  the  community. 

The  family  history  of  our  subject,  which  is  next 
in  importance  to  that  of  the  man  himself,  is  in  its 
essential  points  as  follows:  His  father,  Eli  Roulsten, 
was  a  native  of  Vermont,  and  upon  reaching  man- 
hood was  united  in  marriage  with  a  most  estimable 
lady,  Miss  Clementine  Wood,  whom  it  is  believed 
was  also  a  child  of  the  Green  Mountain  State. 
After  marriage  the  parents  of  our  subject  settled  in 
Worcester,  Mass.,  where  the  father  was  occupied  in 
brickmaking,  and  whence  they  migrated  about 
1858  to  Henry  (bounty.  111.  There  they  engaged  in 
brickmaking,  and  the  father  departed  this  life  in 
1860.  The  mother  passed  away  in  1870.  They 
were  the  parents  of  two  children  only,  William  H. 
and  Herbert  E. :  the  latter  lives  in  Henry  County, 
111. 

Mr.  Roulsten  was  four  years  old  when  his  parents 
removed  from  Massachusetts  to  Illinois,  and  in  the 
latter  State  received  his  rudimentary  education. 
After  becoming  a  resident  of  Shenandoah,  Iowa,  he 
formed  the  acquaintance  of  Miss  Amy  L.  Brewer, 
and  they  were  made  one  at  the  home  of  the  bride 
in  that  place  on  the  19tli  of  December,  1878.  Mrs. 
Roulsten  was  born  in  Carroll  County,  111.,  July  29, 
1859,  and  is  the  daughter  of  Oliver  H.  and  Elvira 
(Westfall)  Brewer,  who  were  natives  of  Virginia 
and  emigrated  to  the  Prairie  State.  The  mother 
died  in  Carroll  County  about  1866.  Mr.  B.  is  still 
living,  and  a  resident  of  Page  County,  Iowa.  Mrs. 
R.  was  the  youngest  of  a  family  of  six  children,  and 
was  reared  to  womanhood  in  Illinois.  She  acquired 
a  common-school  education,  and  remained  a  member 
of  the  home  circle  until  her  marriage.  Other  union 
with  our  subject  there  have  been  born  five  children 


— Oliver  E.,  Herbert  R.,  Jesse  W..  Blanche  and  Jay 
O.  The  eldest  is  nine  years  of  age  and  the  young- 
est nine  months. 

Mr.  Roulsten  has  little  to  do  with  politics  or  the 
world  at  large.  He,  however,  keeps  himself  posted 
upon  matters  of  interest  to  the  average  citizen,  and 
as  a  voter  is  a  stanch  Republican. 


(^^  AMUEL  OSCAR  WISHERD  is  undoubt- 
^^^  edly  more  extensively  engaged  in  agricult- 
|i\/jj)  ural  pursuits  than  any  other  man  in  this 
county,  having  under  his  immediate  super- 
vision 2,800  acres  devoted  to  that  purpose.  He 
owns  all  of  section  24  in  Nemaha  Township;  section 
9  in  Adams  Township;  section  1  in  Hanover 
Township;  one-half  of  section  6  in  Hooker  Town- 
ship; one-fourth  of  section  5  in  Hanover  Town- 
ship; the  south  half  of  section  21,  and  eighty  acres 
on  section  2  in  Adams  Township,  making  in  all  a 
total  of  2,800  acres.  He  also  controlled  all  of  sec- 
tion 1 1  in  Adams  Township.  Our  subject  has  the 
assistance  of  his  brother  John  in  the  management  of 
this  large  estate,  the  latter  having  ranches  in  Mis- 
souri and  Arkansas. 

The  parents  of  our  subject,  Edward  and  Amanda 
(Smith)  Wisherd,  were  born  nearHagerstown,  Md., 
and  the  father  traces  his  ancestry  back  to  an  old 
Scotch  family,  who  settled  in  that  State  in  Colonial 
times.  The  parents  were  married  in  Hagerslown, 
and  began  their  happy  wedded  life  ou  a  farm  iu  their 
native  State,  on  which  they  remained  until  1854, 
when  they  moved  to  P'alton  County,  111.  The 
father  became  a  land-owner,  and  went  into  business 
in  that  place,  afterward  removing  to  McDonough 
County,  the  same  State,  where  they  lived  for  twelve 
or  fourteen  years.  After  that  length  of  time  they 
changed  their  residence  to  Atchison  County,  Mo., 
in  which  place  the  mother  died  in  April,  1885,  at 
the  age  of  sixty-one  years.  The  father  still  remains 
there,  and  has  reached  the  age  of  sixty-flve  years. 
They  had  a  family  of  six  children,  whose  names 
are:  John  A.,  Samuel  Oscar,  Mary  E.,  William  H., 
Jennie  V.  and  Mattie  (deceased). 

Our  subject  was  born  near  the  early  home  of  his 
parents,  on  the  14th  of  July,  1853,  and  was  but  one 
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year  old  when  they  moved  to  Illinois.  He  attended 
the  district  schools  in  Fulton  County,  and  after  his 
removal  to  McDonough  County  he  continued  the 
pursuit  of  his  education  in  the  common  schools  un- 
til he  reached  the  age  of  nineteeu  years,  when  he 
entered  college  at  Carthage.  At  the  age  of  twenty 
years  he  and  his  brother  John  rented  a  farm,  and 
together  took  the  man.igeraent  of  it,  tlie  father  giv- 
ing them  each  a  team  of  horses,  and  allowing  our 
subject  the  proceeds  of  his  labor,  though  he  had  not 
yet  attained  his  majority. 

The  brothers  first  took  charge  of  a  farm  contain- 
ing 480  acres,  and  as  they  were  very  energetic,  hon- 
est, and  possessed  excellent  business  capabilities, 
the  owner  of  the  farm  was  inspired  with  perfect 
confidence  in  their  ability  and  integrity,  and  fur- 
nished means  for  buying  cattle  and  stock.  They 
staid  on  this  farm  for  two  years,  anil  were  very  suc- 
cessful, but  imbibing  the,  current  "Western  fever," 
they  resolved  to  try  their  fortunes  in  Missouri. 
In  that  State  they  purchased  land  to  the  amount  of 
about  4,000  acres,  and  put  it  all  under  cultivation, 
having  to  break  it  and  improve  it.  ami  carry  on  the 
work  themselves.  For  awhile  the  price  of  land 
was  at  a  standstill,  and  there  came  over  the  finan- 
cial horizon  of  the  energetic  young  men  a  cloud  of 
somewhat  dark  aspect. 

In  April,  1878,  our  subject  returned  to  Illinois 
in  order  to  consummate  his  marriage  with  Miss 
Hurley,  a  daughter  of  William  and  Johanna  (Wolf) 
Hurley.  The  father  was  a  native  of  Indiana,  and 
the  mother  of  Illinois,  and  they  made  their  home 
in  Fulton  County,  111.,  until  1887.  when  they  moved 
to  Burlington,  Col.  The  father  is  about  fifty-two 
years  old,  and  has  been  prosperous  in  his  business; 
the  mother  is  fifty  years  old.  Mrs.  Wisherd's  grand- 
father, Thomas  Wolf,  was  one  of  the  earliest  pio- 
neers of  Fulton  County,  having  first  made  his  home 
there  in  the  year  1830.  There  were  four  children  in 
the  parental  family,  all  of  whom  were  born  in  Fulton 
County,  III.,  whose  names  are  Alice  M.,  Mary  J., 
Nettie  E.  and  Ella  L.  Alice  M.,  who  became  the 
wife  of  our  subject,  received  the  principal  part  of 
her  education  from  the  common  schools,  and  hav- 
ing used  to  good  advantage  the  opportunities  af- 
forded her,  she  becfwie  well  fitted  to  adorn  the 
pedagogic  profession,  which    she  did    for  a  short 


time.  But  she  was  soon  called  to  Missouri  to  grace 
the  new  home  and  possessions  of  our  subject  with 
her  willing  hands,  smiling  face  and  genial  manners. 
She  became  the  mother  of  one  child,  named  Ethel, 
and  since  their  residence  in  this  county  another 
little  daughter,  named  Maud,  was  added  to  the 
happy  home  on  the  11th  of  December,  1883. 

Having  sold  a  large  part  of  the  land  which  he 
owned  in  Missouri,  and  bought  2,600  acres  in  this 
State,  our  subject  came  in  the  spring  of  1882  and 
began  m.aking  improvements  on  his  new  purchase. 
He  broke  2,000  .acres  of  land  the  first  year,  and  the 
next  3'ear  he  settled  on  section  24,  all  of  which  he 
now  owns  and  operates,  besides  the  large  amount 
above  named.  He  employs  between  twenty  and 
twenty-five  men,  whom  he  keeps  under  his  imme- 
diate supervision.  A  few  of  the  men  are  married, 
and  are  hired  by  the  year,  and  for  their  accommoda- 
tion our  subject  has  built  several  houses.  He  has 
200  head  of  cattle,  and  raises  from  200  to  300  head 
of  hogs  per  j'ear. 

Mr.  Wisherd  has  built  a  very  fine  house,  and 
h.os  adorned  it  with  all  the  conveniences  and  lux- 
uries that  wealth  can  supply.  Mrs.  Wishard  is  in 
every  respect  a  charming  lady,  and  she  and  her 
husband  understand  perfectly*  the  art  of  entertain- 
ing the  many  guests  who  find  their  way  to  the  well- 
appointed  home.  In  politics  our  subject  is  a  Re- 
publican. 


y 


;ILLIAM  LAMB.  This  gentleman  is  prom- 
inent among  the  business  interests  of  the 
city  of  Beatrice,  and  quite  extensively  en- 
gaged in  the  grain  trade.  He  came  to  Nebraska  dur- 
ing the  period  of  its  early  settlement,  and  when  his 
adopted  city  was  little  more  than  an  unpretentious 
hamlet.  No  man  has  watched  with  warmer  interest 
the  growth  and  development  of  one  of  the  brightest 
communities  of  the  West,  while  at  the  same  time  he 
has  been  no  unimportant  factor  in  assisting  it  to  its 
present  condition. 

A  native  of  Madison  County,  N.  Y..  our  subject 
was  born  in  the  town  of  Brookfield,  Aug.  8,  1821. 
He  was  the  fourth  in  a  family  of  eight  children,  the 
sons  and  daughters  nf  Asa  and  Celinda  (Angell) 
Lamb,  who  were  both  natives  of  Connecticut,  whence 
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they  emigrated  to  Madison  County.  N.  Y.,  during 
its  pioneer  days.  The  father  secured  a  tract  of 
land  and  carried  on  farming  until  his  death.  Asa 
Lamb,  the  paternal  grandfather  of  our  subject, 
served  valiantly  in  the  Eevolutionary  War  for  a 
period  of  seven  years,  receiving  many  wounds  in 
his  conflicts  with  the  enemies  of  his  country.  His 
blood  frequently  stained  the  frozen  ground,  but  he 
possessed  an  iron  constitution  and  recovered  to  re- 
turn to  his  home.  After  the  war  was  over  he  set- 
tled in  Brookfleld,  and  lived  to  the  ripe  old  age  of 
nearly  ninety  years.  His  son,  Asa,  .Jr.,  the  father 
of  our  subject,  spent  his  last  years  in  Brookfleld, 
and  died  at  the  advanced  age  of  eighty -seven;  the 
mother  died  in  1838. 

Our  subject  spent  his  boyhood  and  youth  in  the 
manner  common  to  the  sons  of  the  pioneer  farmer, 
and  received  a  practical  education  in  the  schools  of 
his  native  county.  When  a  youth  of  eighteen  years 
he  left  home  and  began  serving  an  apprenticeship 
at  the  trade  of  wagon-maker,  not  far  away,  and  fol- 
lowed this  business  for  a  period  of  twenty-five  years. 
In  the  spring  of  1855  he  left  his  native  State,  and 
proceeding  westward,  took  up  his  abode  in  Elgin, 
111.,  where  he  lived  five  years.  Thence  he  went  to 
Rochelle,  and  was  a  sojourner  there  seven  years. 
The  spring  of  1868  found  him  looking  further  west- 
ward, and  crossing  the  Mississippi,  he  located  in  the 
young  city  of  Beatrice,  where  he  began  buying  and 
selling  grain,  and  in  due  time  branched  out  into  a 
trade  in  agricultural  implements,  being  engaged  in 
this  business  five  years.  His  next  venture  was  in  a 
hardware  store  which  he  established  at  Beatrice,  and 
which  he  conducted  six  years. 

We  next  find  Mr.  Lamb,  whose  course  seems  to 
liave  been  steadily  onward,  raised  to  the  position 
of  Vice  President  of  the  Beatrice  National  Bank, 
with  which  he  was  connected  three  or  four  years. 
His  other  business  interests  finally  constrained  him 
to  withdraw  from  this  institution,  and  he  found  it 
better  for  him  to  confine  his  attention  to  the  grain 
trade.  In  the  meantime  he  invested  his  spare  capi- 
tal in  real  estate,  and  is  now  the  owner  of  three 
good  farms,  the  lands  of  which  have  been  brought 
to  a  highly  fertile  condition,  and  which  are  well 
stocked  with  good  grades  of  domestic  animals.  The 
family   residence   is  situated   in   Beatrice.     It  was 


erected  in  1885,  and  is  a  handsome,  two-story  frame 
structure,  finely  finished  and  furnished,  and,  with 
its  surroundings,  forms  one  of  the  most  attractive 
homes  in  the  city. 

In  the  twenty-flrst  year  of  his  age  our  subject 
was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Maria  Joslyn.  the 
wedding  taking  place  at  the  home  of  the  bride,  in 
Madison  County,  N.  Y.,  in  1841.  Mrs.  Lamb  is 
the  daughter  of  Artemus  and  Mary  (Howard)  Jos- 
lyn, who  were  natives  of  Massachusetts,  and  are 
both  deceased.  They  moved  to  Illinois  about  1855. 
To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Lamb  there  have  been  born  two 
children  only,  a  son  and  daughter:  William  H., 
now  engaged  in  the  livery  business  in  Superior,  this 
State,  and  Augusta  M..  the  wife  of  John  M.  Lind- 
sej',  of  Colorado.  Mr.  Lamb,  politically,  is  a 
stanch  supporter  of  Republican  principles,  and  keeps 
himself  well  posted  upon  matters  of  State  and  Na- 
tional interest.  He  held  the  office  of  Justice  of  the 
Peace  for  two  terms,  or  a  period  of  six  years.  So- 
cially, he  belongs  to  the  A.  F.  &  A.  M.,  being  a 
member  of  Bates  Lodge  No.  26,  also  of  the  Chap- 
ter and  Commandery  at  Beatrice.  Mr.  Lamb  as- 
sociated himself  with  Mr.  John  Kellogg,  and  the 
firm  thus  brought  into  existence  has  been  in  suc- 
cessful operation  since  that  time.  Too  much  credit 
cannot  be  given  Mr.  Lamb  for  the  industry  and 
perseverance  with  which  he  fought  the  battle  of  his 
earlier  years,  and  from  which  he  has  come  out  fully 
equipped  with  a  competence.  William  H.,  the  son 
of  our  subject,  during  the  late  war,  enlisted  in  the 
52d  Illinois  Infantry,  and  gave  a  patriotic  service 
of  four  years  in  assisting  to  preserve  the  Union. 
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Sl^jEN  REYNOLDS  is  connected  with  the  Citi- 
Ls^  zens'  Bank  in  Wymore,  and  is  one  of  the 
/(JM)  li  influential  business  men  of  that  flourishing 
^^^y  little  city.  lie  was  born  in  Rock  Island, 
III.,  on  the  16th  of  January.  1854,  and  is  a  son  of 
Elisha  P.  and  Eliza  (Young)  Reynolds,  who  are 
natives  of  Vermont.  After  their  marriage  they 
made  their  home  in  Rock  Island,  and  are  the  par- 
ents of  six  children,  who  bear  the  names  of  John  H., 
Bettie,  Lucy,  Sarah,  Ben  and  Frederick.  Our  sub- 
ject spent  his  early  years  in  Illinois,  and  received 
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bis  education  from  the  public  schools,  after  which 
he  engaged  with  his  father  in  making  railroad  con- 
tracts, in  which  business  his  father  has  been  engaged 
for  J,hirty-six  years.  They  have  built  and  helped 
to  hu'M  many  of  the  leading  railroads  in  Illinois, 
Kansas,  Nebraska,  Colorado,  and  other  States  and 
Territories,  and  since  the  accession  of  our  subject  as 
a  member  of  the  firm  it  is  known  as  E.  P.  Reynolds 
&  Co.,  railroad  contractors. 

In  1873  our  subject  went  to  Cooper  County, 
Mo.,  to  engage  in  raining  lead,  where  he  continued 
for  three  years,  after  which  he  engaged  for  a  like 
period  in  agricultural  pursuits.  Then,  leaving  his 
family  he  traveled  around  for  some  time  in  the  ex- 
pectation of  securing  a  better  location  in  which  to 
continue  his  business,  and  in  1882  he  came  to  Wy- 
more,  to  which  place  he  brought  his  family  and  has 
since  made  his  home.  Four  years  after  his  arrival 
in  Wymore  he  engaged  in  the  banking  business, 
without  discontinuing  his  former  vocation,  and 
now  he  is  successfully  engaged  in  both  banking 
and  railroad  building.  The  city  of  his  residence 
offers  great  inducements  to  a  man  of  his  vocation, 
since  it  is  doing  all  in  its  power  to  become  a  rail- 
road center,  and  in  its  turn  the  railroad  comp.any  is 
doing  much  to  add  to  the  growth  and  prosperity  of 
the  city,  having  mside  it  the  junction  of  the  Bea- 
trice Branch  of  the  Burlington  &  Missouri  River 
Railroad,  with  the  Southern  main  line  of  the  same 
ro.ad  to  Denver. 

On  the  6th  of  Februarj-,  1877,  our  subject  was 
united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Mary  E.  Harris,  a 
daughter  of  George  W.  and  Mary  F.  (Tyler)  Har- 
ris, of  Wymore,  who  were  natives  of  Virginia. 
Mrs.  Reynolds  w.as  born  on  the  14th  of  March, 
1859,  in  Missouri,  and  by  her  marriage  she  has 
become  the  mother  of  three  children,  whose  names 
and  birthdays  are  mentioned  as  follows:  Mary  P. 
was  born  on  the  5th  of  February,  1878;  Ben,  on 
the  16th  of  June,  1881 ;  and  .John  II.,  on  the  23d  of 
June  1887.  These  three  children  have  brought 
much  sunshine  to  the  home  of  their  parents,  and 
the  eldest,  the  daughter,  will  soon  be  of  suflicient 
age  to  be  a  helpful  companion  to  her  indulgent 
mother. 

Besides  his  prominent  connection  with  the  bank 
our  subject  is  Vice  President  and  manager  of  the 


Blue  Springs  &  Wymore  Street  Car  Company, 
which  is  an  institution  of  very  great  convenience  to 
the  inhabitants  of  these  friendly  cities.  He  is  an  act- 
ive and  consistent  member  of  the  Masonic  fraternity, 
Blue  Lodge,  and  of  the  Chapter  and  Commandery 
at  Beatrice,  an  institution  whose  principles  are 
worthy  of  the  highest  admiration.  Mrs.  Reynolds 
is  an  esteemed  member  of  the  Christian  Church,  and 
is  a  talented  and  amiable  lady,  whose  refined  and 
womanly  qualifications  have  \<'on  her  a  host  of  ad- 
miring friends.  She  is  a  faithful  and  devoted  wife 
and  mother,  and  is  well  fitted  to  adorn  the  position 
in  society  which  the  prominent  position  of  her  hus- 
band accords  her.  Mr.  Reynolds  is  considered  one 
of  the  leading  and  most  enteriirising  business  men 
of  Wymore,  and  .as  such  has  done  very  much  to  aid 
in  her  improvements,  having  a  reputation  for 
strictest  integrity  and  honorable  dealing. 


REDERICK  RUPPRECHT  is  the  owner  of 
II  ywi  ICO  acres  of  improved  Land  on  section  24, 
iil,  Lincoln  Township,  on  wliich    he   has  made 

his  home  since  1881.  When  tlie  land  came  into  his 
possession  it  was  in  a  rough  and  uninviting  con- 
dition, but  he  has  since  brought  the  greater  part  of 
it  to  a  good  state  of  cultivation,  and  has  made 
many  improvements,  among  which  was  the  build- 
ing of  a  comfortable  and  attr.ictive  house  and  a 
good  barn.  He  came  to  this  county  in  1880,  and 
for  one  year  rented  a  farm  in  Blakel3'  Township, 
previous  to  which  he  had  made  his  home  for  ten 
j-ears  in  Log.an  and  M.ason  Counties,  111.  He  owned 
a  farm  there  for  several  years,  on  which  he  worked 
and  'made  some  improvements,  but  thinking  that 
this  rapidly  developing  State  afforded  greater  in- 
ducements, he  sold  it  and  came  to  this  county. 

Our  subject  was  born  in  Bavaria,  Germany,  on 
the  9th  of  July,  1835,  and  his  ancestors  were  na- 
tives of  the  same  place.  His  parents,  George  and 
Anna  (Gundelfingcr)  Rupprecht.  came  to  the 
United  States  in  the  year  1883,  and  are  making 
their  home  in  Lincoln,  Logan  Co.,  III.  The  father 
was  a  butcher  by  tr.ide,  and  he  has  now  arrived 
at  the  advanced  .ige  of  eighty-one  years,  the  mother 
being   seventy-eight   years    old.     Our  subject  re- 
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maiiied  with  his  parents  until  he  was  twentj'-three 
years  old.  and  after  his  school  da3^s  were  over  he 
learned  the  trade  of  a  butcher  under  his  father's 
instrnetions.  He  came  to  the  United  States  when 
he  was  a  single  man,  and  after  spending  some  years 
in  traveling  through  the  different  States  in  pursuit 
of  his  vocation,  he  decided  to  make  his  home  in 
Logan  County,  111.,  and  in  1864  he  went  back  to 
Germany  and  remained  six  months,  when  he  re- 
turned to  Logan  County. 

Mr.  Rupprecht  was  united  in  marriage  in  New 
York  City,  on  the  25th  of  August,  1865,  to  Miss 
Margaret  Martz,  who  was  born  in  Bavaria,  Ger- 
many, on  the  28th  of  August,  1839.  She  was  a 
young  woman  when  she  came  alone  to  the  United 
States,  and  made  her  home  in  New  York  City  until 
the  time  of  her  marriage  with  our  subject.  Her 
parents  are.still  living  in  the  Fatherland.  By  their 
marriage  our  subject  and  his  wife  are  the  parents 
of  six  children,  named :  Anna,  Mary,  Sallie,  Fred, 
Jacob  and  Lydia.  They  are  well-known  and  es- 
teemed members  of  the  Lutheran  Church,  in  Bea- 
trice, and  are  true  and  loyal  citizens  of  their 
adopted  country.  Mr.  Rupprecht  affiliates  with  the 
Democratic  partj%  and  among  his  fellowmen  he 
bears  a  reputation  for  strictest  integrity  and  up- 
rightness. 


/p^ARRETT  AND  OLIVER  COOPER.      It   is 

only  one  step  ba'ck  from  the  contemplation 
of  the  question  that  occurs  forcibly  to  one's 
mind  in  passing  through  the  central  itiarkets  of 
some  great  city,  "Where  does  all  the  meat  consumed 
daily  in  the  cities  of  the  world  come  from  ?"  to  the 
boundless  plains  and  vast  ranches  of  the  South  and 
West.  Among  the  ranchmen  of  Nebraska  who 
have  made  for  themselves  a  name  by  their  success 
in  their  chosen  occupation,  will  be  found  the  broth- 
ers whose  names  stand  at  the  head  of  this  biograph- 
ical compendium.  These  gentlemen  are  the  sons 
of  Peter  and  Mary  (Serrick)  Cooper.  Their  father 
was  born  in  Morris  County,  N.  J.,  their  mother 
in  Warren  County,  Ohio.  Thej^  were  united  in 
marriage  in  the  latter  State,  but  soon  removed  to 
Illinois,  and  settled  in  Rochclle,  where  Mr.  Cooper 


bought  a  farm  and  was  increasingly  prosperous 
year  by  j'ear.  He  is  now  the  owner  of  582  acres 
of  excellent  agricultural  and  pastoral  land ;  in  ad- 
dition he  is  operating  quite  extensively  as  a  finan- 
cier, and  is  one  of  the  most  wealthy  citizens  of  his 
district.  He  is,  although  sixty-six  years  of  age.  en- 
joying good  health,  and  in  reality  is  much  younger 
than  many  who  have  not  attained  his  years  numeri- 
cally. His  wife  is  fifty-two  years  of  age.  They 
are  the  parents  of  fourteen  children,  whose  names 
are  recorded  as  follows :  Mary,  Garrett,  Oliver, 
Edith,  Alma  C,  Nettie  (deceased),  Albert,  Minnie, 
Willie,  Charles,  Howard,  Florence,  and  two  who 
died  in  infancy. 

Garrett  Cooper,  the  elder  of  the  two  brothers 
presented  in  this  sketch,  was  born  on  the  14th  of 
January,  1858,  at  Rochelle,  HI.  His  education 
comprised  that  obtainable  in  a  good  common  school, 
and  was  designed  to  be  rather  practical  than  orna- 
mental. Being  the  eldest  son  he  was  early  brought 
into  requisition  in  many  ways  upon  the  farm,  and 
upon  leaving  the  school  continued  at  home  in 
charge  of  a  farm  of  about  200  acres.  In  1 885,  accom- 
panied by  his  brother  Oliver,  he  came  to  Nebraska, 
and  purchased  a  half-section  of  land,  the  remaining 
half  being  purchased  by  their  father,  thus  making 
them  the  proprietors  of  an  extensive  and  magnifi- 
cent farm,  640  acres  in  extent,  and  comprising  the 
whole  of  section  31.  A  view  of  their  place  is  pre- 
sented in  connection  with  tiiis  sketch. 

This  property  has  been  planned  and  laid  out  by 
our  subject  and  his  brother;  they  have  also  erected 
a  commodious  dwelling.  Not  far  distant  from  the 
house  there  is  a  very  fine  orchard,  containing  over 
150  trees,  bearing  the  choicest  varieties  of  apples, 
liesides  cherries,  plums,  apricots  and  grapes  in 
abundance.  In  connection  with  their  ranch  there 
are  large  and  well-built  stables  and  horse  barns; 
two  cattle  sheds  affording  ample  accommodation  for 
their  herds,  besides  several  others  for  the  use  of 
their  hogs.  By  a  perfect  system  of  pipes,  tanks  and 
reservoirs,  an  abundant  supply  of  water  is  obtain- 
able in  every  part  of  their  property  by  the  aid  of 
two  magnificent  and  powerful  windmills.  The 
trade  of  Mr.  Cooper  and  his  brother  is  very  exten- 
sive. They  are  both  feeders  and  shippers  of  stock, 
and  have  constant  work  for  six  teams,  and  rarely 


•►:ll-^ 


ResidenceofG  R  <t  Oliver  Cooper. Sec. 31.  Nemaha  Township. 


RESiDENCEOFWi'.  A.Hooker,  Sec.  3E.  Adams  Township. 


GAGE  COUNTY. 


if  ever  liave  less  tlian  200  head  of  cattle  and  a 
similar  number  of  hogs  upon  their  ranch. 

Oliver  Cooper  is  the  junior  partner  of  the  firm 
of  Cooper  Brothers,  and  is  joint  proprietor  with  his 
brother  Garrett  of  the  beautiful  ranch  and  farm 
which  includes  the  whole  of  section  31,  of  Ne- 
maha Township.  lie  was  born  near  Rochelle,  in 
Flag  Township,  Ogle  Co.,  111.,  on  the  9th  of  Decem- 
ber, 1859.  The  long,  fierce  struggle  between  the 
North  and  the  South,  wherein  the  opposing  forces 
had  marched  and  countermarched  from  Baltimore 
to  Little  Rock,  and  from  the  Mississippi  "to  the 
sea."  was  just  drawing  to  a  close  when  our  subject 
began  to  attend  the  school  of  the  district  in  order 
to  lay  the  foundation  for  the  experiences  of  his 
life.  By  the  time  he  had  attained  early  manhood 
he  was  perfectly  familiar  with  the  work  of  farming 
and  stock-raising,  and  continued  to  give  his  atten- 
tion to  the  same  until  the  year  1885  ;  then  he  formed 
a  copartnership  with  his  brother  Garrett,  and  with 
him  purchased  the  west  half  of  section  31,  their 
lather  having  purchased  the  whole  section  in  the 
year  1872.  The  whole  640  acres  are  now  well  in 
hand,  and  used  either  for  stock-raising  f)r  general 
grain  farming.  That  part  under  cultivation  has 
by  constant  attention  been  brought  to  a  super- 
excellent  condition,  the  whole  farm  being  under 
splendid  management,  that  makes  it  impossible  that 
it  should  be  otherwise  than  in  the  highest  degree 
productive. 

The  dwelling-house  erected  by  the  brothers  is 
a  fine  two-story  frame,  and  w.as  built  in  1884; 
it  is  most  pleasantly  situated,  and  so  arranged  in- 
ternally as  to  afford  the  largest  amount  of  conveni- 
ence and  comfort,  while  the  beautiful  in  decoration 
and  furnishing  has  not  been  overlooked.  In  another 
part  of  the  farm  there  are  provided  extensive 
cattle  sheds,  26x180  feet  in  dimensions.  There  is 
also  a  very  commodious  horse  barn,  having  provis- 
ion for  sixteen  horses.  These  are  supplemented  by 
the  granary,  corn  crib  and  other  necessary  buildings, 
of  which  we  would  onl}-  mention  the  former,  as 
comprising  a  ground  surface  of  28x72  feet,  and 
having  a  capacity  of  8,000  bushels  of  grain.  So 
extensive  is  the  business  of  the  firm  that  200  tons 
of  hay  and  15,000  bushels  of  grain  are  required 
per  annum  for  feeding  the  stock.    One  remaikable 


and  noteworthy  feature  of  the  farm  is  the  unusually 
complete  system  of  water-works,  which,  under  the 
powerful  jjumping  of  two  very  fine  windmills,  sup- 
plies by  a  system  of  piping,  tanks  and  reservoirs  the 
house,  barn,  sheds  and  every  part  where  required 
with  good,  wholesome,  fresh,  pure  water. 

It  is  doubtful  if  in  the  Stite  of  Nebraska,  or  any- 
where among  those  in  a  similar  branch  of  business, 
there  can  be  found  more  enterprising,  intelli- 
gent and  able  managers  and  ranchmen  than  Garrett 
and  Oliver  Cooper.  Their  success  is  entirely  their 
own.  in  spite  of  the  fact  that  in  the  beginning  it 
was  within  the  i)ower  of  their  father  to  help  them 
to  a  good  start;  but  that  would  have  been  a  more 
disastrous  failure  had  they  not  possessed  that  which 
was  needful  to  move  forward  from  that  commence- 
ment. Thej'  have  already  attained  a  very  high 
position  among  the  members  of  their  particular  call- 
ing and  business,  and  it  goes  without  saying  that  the 
future  has  still  larger  things  in  store. 

Our  subject  thinks  deeply  and  feels  strongly  in 
regard  to  political  matters,  and  aims  not  so  much 
to  attain  prominence  as  a  partisan  as  to  vote  for 
men  of  principle  and  power;  men  who  will  hold  the 
office  given  them  as  a  sacred  trust  from  the  people, 
to  be  used  only  in  their  behalf  and  for  their  truest 
and  highest  interest.  His  brother  Garrett  enter- 
tains the  same  lofty  ideas  and  occupies  the  same 
high  ground;  usually  in  the  larger  issues  of  national 
campaigns  he  votes  with  the  Republican  l)arty. 


The  farm  of  this 
extent,  is 


^.^  LBERT  M.  T.  MILLER. 

Mf=M    gentleman,  which  is  160  acres 

ill  I*    situated   on    section    23,    Holt    Township, 
^  where   he  settled  in  the   3'ear  1880.     He 

was  born  near  Hagerstown,  Md.,  Nov.  22,  1847, 
and  is  the  son  of  David  and  Catherine  (Myley)  Mil- 
ler, who  are  also  natives  of  Marj-land.  His  pater- 
nal grandparents  were  natives  of  Virginia,  and  lived 
in  Chambersburg,  Pa.  They  had  two  sons,  the 
father  of  our  subject,  who  resides  near  H.agerstown, 
Md.,  and  his  brother,  who  resides  in  Chambersburg, 
Pa.  His  maternal  grandparents  were  natives  of 
Lancaster  County,  Pa. 

The  parents  of  our  subject  were  married  and  sct- 
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tied  in  Clear  Spring,  Md.,  a  small  town  of  about 
1,500  inhabitants,  which  was  founded  by  the  Rev. 
Martin  Myers,  the  great-grandfather  of  our  subject, 
and  from  which  Mr.  Miller  receives  in  accordance 
with  the  laws  of  Maryland  a  ground  rent,  which, 
however,  now  only  amounts  to  sixty-two  cents  per 
annum.  Th«»  people  desired  to  have  the  town  named 
after  its  founder,  but  in  deference  to  his  wishes  it 
was  called  Clear  Spring.  In  this  town  the  father 
of  our  sul)ject  continued  the  labors  of  the  Rev.  Mr. 
Myers  as  clergyman  in  the  Baptist  communion,  but 
at  the  same  time  he  devoted  some  attention  to  sow- 
ing and  reaping  upon  his  farm,  of  a  different  nature, 
but  with  equal  success  as  that  sown  in  his  pulpit. 
The  mother  of  our  subject  died  in  1858.  leaving 
seven  children,  our  subject  being  the  eldest. 

The  family  of  which  our  subject  was  a  member 
comprised  besides  the  latter,  Ave  sons  and  one 
daughter,  who  were  named  as  follows:  David  Lewis, 
now  a  resident  of  Sterling,  111.,  and  occupied  as 
special  agent  for  the  Phrenix  Insurance  Company; 
Abraham  M.,  who  is  farming  in  Davenport,  Neb.; 
Joseph  T.,  who  died  at  the  age  of  twenty -six  years; 
Mary  E.,  who  is  now  attending  the  Baptist  Train- 
ing School  at  Chicago,  111.;  John  M.,  who  has  an 
extensive  livery  stable  in  Cedar  Rapids,  Iowa;  and 
Daniel  Newton,  who  died  at  the  age  of  two  years. 
Mr.  Miller,  Sr.,  contracted  a  second  matrimonial 
alliance  in  1867,  the  lady  being  Miss  Catherine 
Kurtz,  of  Franklin  County,  Pa.  After  this  mar- 
riage they  removed  to  Ogle  County,  111.,  and  set- 
tled near  Polo,  where  Mr.  Miller  died  in  1871, 
leaving  his  widow  and  five  children  by  his  second 
marriage. 

Our  subject  was  reared  upon  the  farm,  and  was 
given  by  his  parents  a  good,  thorough  business 
education,  and  while  yet  in  his  teens  began  to  util- 
ize it  somewhat  by  buying  wool  in  connection  with 
his  farm  work,  and  continued  so  to  do  for  several 
years.  In  1867  his  parents  removed  to  Illinois,  he 
of  course  accompanying  them.  Jan.  6,  1870,  he 
was  united  in  marriage  with  Mary  C.  Price,  a 
daughter  of  Daniel  G.  and  Catherine  (Weller) 
Price,  natives  of  Pennsylvania  and  Maryland  re- 
spectively. Their  daughter  Mary  was  born  in 
Ogle  County,  111.,  on  the  28th  of  September,  1845. 

After  his  marriage  our  subject  rented  land    four 


■^•- 


miles  from  Polo,  and  went  to  work  as  a  general 
farmer  and  stock-raiser,  to  which  was  added  subse- 
quently the  business  of  butcher.  In  1875  he  re- 
moved to  Marshall  County,  Iowa,  and  there  contin- 
ued, ever  increasingly  prosperous,  until  June,  1880, 
when  he  removed  to  this  State.  The  journey  was 
lengthened  in  point  of  time  by  the  fact  that  be 
brought  with  him  a  herd  of  twenty  cattle,  driving 
tliem  the  entire  distance.  In  the  fall  of  the  year 
of  his  removal  he  purchased  his  present  property, 
then  in  a  raw  state,  and  black  from  a  quite  recent 
fire  that  had  swept  the  whole  district.  It  was  a 
most  uninviting  spot  to  settle  upon,  but  within  an 
incredibly  short  space  of  time  it  was  rendered  en- 
tirely unrecognizable,  thanks  to  the  efforts  and  labor 
of  our  subject.  The  first  house  he  erected  was  only 
a  claim  shanty,  but  it  had  to  suffice  under  the  cir- 
cumstances, and  in  it  they  passed  a  winter  of  health 
and  enjoyment  in  spite  of  some  inconveniences  and 
hardships  incidental  to  that  season.  Since  that  time 
his  present  comfortable  and  commodious  liome  has 
been  built,  and  although  warmer  and  better  in  every 
regard  than  its  predecessor,  it  is  to  be  doubted  if  it 
can  ever  contain  a  brighter  or  happier  family  than 
that  which  gathered  during  that  first  winter.  His 
farming  operations  are  upon  the  line  of  general 
agriculture,  and  extend  beyond  the  limits  of  the 
home  farm,  taking  in  the  cultivation  of  480  acres 
of  leased  land. 

The  family  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Miller  includes  six 
children,  whose  names  are  herein  given:  Myley 
Price,  Mary  Grace,  Stephen  Daniel  Gehr,  Martha 
Albertie,  Sudie  Blanche  and  Winogene.  Mr.  Mil- 
ler has  served  as  a  member  of  the  School  Board, 
and  was  repeatedly  solicited  to  extend  the  term  of 
his  office,  but  his  time  was  so  fully  occupied  as  to 
prevent  his  giving  such  attention  as  he  deemed 
necessary,  and  he  declined  further  service.  His 
political  sympathies  are  such  as  lead  him  to  afHli- 
ate  with  the  Republican  party,  but  at  the  same 
time  he  is  very  firm  upon  the  question  of  Prohibi- 
tion, and  takes  exception  to  the  platform  of  his 
party  upon  that  subject.  There  is  that  in  the  home 
of  Mr.  Miller  that  makes  it  peculiarly  pleasant  to 
all  who  come  within  the  range  of  its  influence ;  it  is 
an  influence  realized  and  felt,  rather  than  describ- 
able,  and  arises  from  the  ever-consistent  devotion 
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of  our  subject  and  his  family  to  the  teachings  and 
example  of  the  religion  that  has  flooded  the  world 
in  this  era,  and  is  the  mainspring  of  our  present 
civilization.  Mr.  Miller  and  family  are  members 
of  the  Baptist  Church,  and  are  most  devoted  to  the 
principles  of  that  communion. 


H.  SMITH,  a  well-known  citizen  of  Bea- 
trice, has  in  earlier  years  had  his  full  share 
of  labor  and  work,  and  now  with  his  fam- 
ily is  enjoying  to  the  fullest  possible  ex- 
tent the  reward  thereof.  It  is  to  he  doubted  if 
any  other  citizens  can  be  found  more  respected  and 
esteemed,  possessing  a  larger  circle  of  friends,  more 
truly  appreciated  by  society  generally.  Mr.  Smith 
was  born  in  Middletown,  Conn.,  April  22,  1830.  He 
is  the  son  of  John  B.  and  Fannie  (Pardee)  Smith. 
His  father  was  born  in  Middletown  and  his  mother 
in  Southington,  Conn.  The  family  is  of  English 
descent  upon  the  paternal  side,  upon  the  maternal 
it  is  French.  The  grandfather  of  Mrs.  Fannie 
Smith  was  in  the  Revolutionarj'  War  with  LaFay- 
ette,  whom  he  accompanied  from  France.  The 
father  of  our  subject  was  an  Englishman  and  far- 
mer, and  amassed  considerable  wealth  prior  to  his 
death  in  1870,  which  occurred  when  he  was  eighty 
years  of  age.  His  wife  only  survived  him  two 
years,  and  was  seventy-two  years  of  age  at  the  time 
of  her  demise.  Their  family  circle  numbered  twelve 
children,  our  subject  being  the  seventh  born. 

Our  subject  was  one  who  greatly  enjoyed  the 
time  of  his  school  life.  He  first  attended  the  com- 
mon school  of  his  native  place,  and  later  was  grad- 
uated from  the  High  School.  After  his  graduation 
he  spent  three  j'ears  at  an  apprenticeship  learning 
the  trade  of  a  stonemason,  earning  in  that  time  but 
$90  During  these  three  years  he  worked  upon 
many  buildings,  both  public  and  private,  in  Hart- 
ford, New  Britain  and  Middletown. 

The  happiness  and  prosperity  of  our  subject's 
life  have  been  greatly  increased  and  assured  by  his 
marriage  with  Jane  Elizabeth  Crossley,  the  accom- 
plished daughter  of  David  and  Maria  (Chamberlain) 
Crossley,  natives  respectively  of  England  and  Con- 
necticut.    The  wife  of  our  subject  was  one  of  ten 
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children  born  to  them,  and  is  their  sixth  child. 
Her  father  was  a  carpet  weaver,  and  had  begun  at 
a  very  early  age  in  the  world-renowned  carpet  mills 
of  his  native  country,  progressing  from  stage  to 
stage  until  he  was  emi)lo3'ed  upon  the  finest  work 
produced.  Upon  coming  to  America  he  continued 
to  follow  his  trade,  and  that  with  abundant  success. 
Both  he  and  his  wife  had  passed  the  allotted  term 
of  threescore  years  and  ten  before  the  tale  of  life 
was  told,  and  they  lay  down  to  their  last  rest. 

Mrs.  Smith  was  born  on  the  7th  of  April,  1830,  in 
the  city  of  Middletown.  and  has  been  used  to  city 
life  from  that  time.  Like  her  husband  she  was  edu- 
cated in  the  common  and  High  Schools  of  Middle- 
town,  and  left  the  latter  institution  with  a  well- 
stored  mind,  and  an  ability  developed  by  training 
to  utilize  the  knowledge  accumulated  during  her 
school  days.  She  has  become  the  mother  of  two 
children,  whom  it  has  been  her  joy  to  see  grow  up 
and  manifest  characteristics  most  commendable, 
and  such  as  assure  a  brightness  and  completeness 
of  life  in  every  way  most  to  be  desired.  Her 
d.aughter,  Nellie  R.,  is  now  the  wife  of  J.  L.  Burgess, 
of  Beatrice  (for  further  remarks  see  sketch  of  this 
gentleman).  Her  son,  John  B.,  is  assistant  cashier 
in  the  German  Bank  of  the  same  city. 

Our  subject  continued  to  work  at  his  trade  for 
about  onej'ear  after  his  marriage;  for  about  twelve 
months  after  that  he  was  engaged  in  business  as  a 
grocer;  he  then  purchased  a  farm,  and  for  two  and 
one-half  years  continued  to  operate  it  with  his  usual 
good  fortune.  At  the  end  of  that  period  he  sold 
this  property,  and  going  to  Louisiana,  became  a 
sutler  in  the  army.  Returning  to  Connecticut  in 
1864,  he  engaged  in  furnishing  substitutes  for  the 
army.  The  following  year  he  went  to  Canada,  and 
purchased  a  large  number  of  horses,  which  he  sold 
at  fair  but  remunerative  prices  in  his  native  State, 
and  was  so  encour.aged  by  his  success  that  he  con- 
tinued in  that  business  for  about  twenty  j'ears.  He 
is  a  splendid  judge  of  horses,  and  has  accumulated 
a  comfortable  competency.  The  date  of  his  settle- 
ment in  Beatrice  was  April,  1885.  Mr.  Smith  has 
invested  considerably  in  real  estate,  and  has  built 
several  tenement  houses. 

The  home  of  our  subject  is  one  of  tlie  best  in  the 
city,  whether  in  point  of  architecture  or  internal      , 
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decoration ;  from  its  entrance  hall  through  every 
room  and  corridor  are  indications  of  affluence  in 
the  richness  of  its  furnishings,  but  they  are  also 
indicative  of  truest  reSnenient,  art  and  estheticism. 
Both  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Smith  are  very  favorably  known 
as  host  and  hostess,  the  most  difficult,  perhaps,  of 
all  social  positions;  to  them,  however,  it  is  no  task, 
their  genial,  pleasant  and  easy  manners,  their  cor- 
diality, their  large  resources  and  experiences,  render- 
ing it  easy  for  them  to  make  the  visitor  and  guest 
thoroughly  at  home. 

Mrs.  Smith  is  one  of  the  prominent  members  and 
able  supporters  of  the  Baptist  Church,  wiiere  also 
our  subject  attends.  Mr.  Smith  is  a  Republican. 
lie  is  a  member  of  the  society  of  the  Knights  of 
Honor,  and  he  and  his  wife  are  both  members  of 
the  Chosen  Friends.  Mr.  Smith  is  the  owner  of 
some  fine  thoroughbred  Jersey  cattle,  which  he 
brought  with  him  from  Connecticut,  which  are, 
perhaps,  the  best  in  this  county.  His  residence 
is  located  on  LaSalle  street. 


PRANK  A.  ROSEMAN  is  one  of  the  enter- 
prising and  exemplary  young  farmers  of 
Gage  County,  residing  on  section  17,  Glen- 
wood  Township.  His  father,  Godfried  Roseman, 
was  a  native  of  Germanj',  and  was  married  to  Ro- 
sollia  Seiberlichs,  also  a  native  of  the  same  country. 
In  the  year  1868  they  came  to  America,  and  at  first 
settled  in  Wisconsin,  but  afterward  removed  to 
Iowa.  The  mother  came  with  her  children  from 
Poweshiek  County,  Iowa,  to  this  county  in  1880. 
She  owns  a  farm  of  160  acres  in  Glen  wood  Town- 
ship, on  which  she  has  made  substantial  improve- 
ments, having  erected  a  good  house  and  farm 
buildings.  She  is  the  mother  of  nine  living  chil- 
dren, all  of  whom  were  born  in  her  native  country 
before  she  came  to  America,  and  their  names  are 
Otto,  Paul,  Minnie,  Ernest,  Ida,  Gustave,  Mary, 
Frank  A.  and  Tony. 

Our  subject  was  born  on  the  28th  of  September, 
1864,  in  Germany,  and  was  about  four  3-ears  old 
when  his  parents  came  to  this  countrj',  consequently 
he  remembers  but  little,  if  any,  of    the   incidents 


connected  with  the  journey.  In  1880  he  came  with 
his  mother  to  this  county,  and  has  since  been  en- 
gaged in  agricultural  pursuits,  taking  the  charge  of 
his  mother's  farm.  He  is  an  active,  industrious, 
go-ahead  young  man,  possessing  considerable  abil- 
ity, and  he  has  a  very  fair  start  for  a  successful 
career. 

On  the  25th  of  September,  1887,  Mr.  F.  A.  Rose- 
man  was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Lizzie  Nie- 
naber,  at  that  time  a  resident  of  Washington  County, 
Kan.  She  is  a  daughter  of  William  and  Anna 
(Laverentz)  Nienaber,  who  were  natives  of  Ger- 
many. Our  subject  and  his  wife  are  the  parents  of 
one  child,  William  G.,  who  was  born  July  13,  1888. 
They  and  their  mother,  with  whom  they  make 
their  home,  are  members  of  the  Lutheran  Church, 
and  are  esteemed  as  honorable  and  conscientious 
Christians. 

Our  subject  is  a  member  of  the  Republican  party 
in  politics,  and  in  his  short  career  he  has  already 
won  distinction  as  an  able  advocate  of  the  measures 
tending  to  the  improvement  of  his  section,  and  the 
elevation  of  its  society.  Thus  far  he  has  not  sought 
any  public  office,  believing  that  to  be  the  right  of 
the  older  members  of  the  community,  and  devoting 
his  attention  closely  to  the  occupation  in  which  he 
is  engaged. 


■OODWARD  R.  YOKE.  The  Great  West 
is  in  the  hands  of  the  young  men.  What 
W^  it  is  they  largely  have  made  it;  what  it 
will  be  is  the  problem  upon  which  they  are  working. 
Among  the  most  high-principled,  intellectual  and 
go-ahead  of  Gage  County's  farmers,  few  surpass 
the  subject  of  this  writing,  who  is  possessed  of  the 
same  noble  traits  as  those  with  which  his  father  was 
endowed,  and  which  are  also  possessed  by  his  brother 
John.  His  farm  comprises  240  acres  on  section  27, 
Hooker  Township,  and  which  is  operated  both  for 
cattle-raising  and  grain-growing. 

Mr.  Yohe  is  the  son  of  Henry  and  Mary  (Dick) 
Yohe.  (For  a  more  complete  history  of  this  inter- 
esting  family    we   would   refer  the  reader  to   the 
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sketch  of  the  life  of  Jobn  Yohe.)  They  were  the 
parents  of  three  children,  who  grew  to  years  of 
maturity:  Barbara;  John;  and  our  subject,  Wood- 
ward R.,  who  was  born  Oct.  18,  1864,  at  Reynolds- 
ville,  Pa.,  and  was  only  about  six  or  seven  years  of 
age  when  his  father  died.  After  this  affliction  our 
subject  remained  with  his  mother  until  he  was  about 
fifteen  years  of  age,  and  then  began  to  work  out. 
With  what  little  experience  he  had  been  enabled  to 
gather  in  these  years  at  home,  coupled  with  his  own 
bright,  active  disposition  and  ruddy  health,  he  was 
quickly  enabled  to  take  a  full  day's  work  and  per- 
form it  as  well  as  many  older  and  more  experienced 
hands.     This  life  he  continued  for  about  six  years. 

In  18G8  our  subject  came  to  Mebraska,  accom- 
panied by  his  step-father,  reaching  this  township  in 
the  beginning  of  the  fall,  but  shortly  after  bought 
his  time  from  his  step-father,  and  went  back  to  Iowa 
to  his  brother  John.  They  made  such  arrangements 
as  made  them  joint  owners  of  1 20  acres  of  land  in 
Mills  Countj'  of  that  State,  and  continued  to  oper- 
ate the  same  with  a  constantly  accruing  success  for 
about  six  years ;  they  then  traded  that  land  for  320 
acres  in  Nebraska,  their  present  home.  This  re- 
moval was  made  in  1881,  and  they  continued  to 
work  their  farm  together  until  our  subject  was  mar- 
ried. By  that  time  the  brothers  were  owners  of 
480  acres,  and  upon  dividing  it,  the  portion  re- 
ferred to  above  became  that  of  our  subject;  upon 
it  he  has  seldom  less  than  150  head  of  steers  and 
120  head  of  hogs  per  annum.  The  brothers  con- 
tinue to  work  together  one-half  of  section  34. 

Mr.  Yohe  became  the  husband  of  Miss  Nettie  A. 
Metcalf,  at  Baxter  Springs,  Kan.,  on  the  14th  of 
February,  1884.  This  lady  is  the  daughter  of 
Thomas  and  Amanda  Metcalf.  She  was  born  in 
Mills  County,  Iowa,  Feb.  13,  1866.  She  made  her 
home  with  her  parents  the  greater  part  of  the  time 
until  her  marriage,  removing  with  them,  at  the  age 
of  sixteen,  to  Kansas,  residing  in  Johnson  County 
for  about  two  years.  Their  acquaintance  was  formed 
in  Nebraska.  To  our  subject  and  wife  was  born  a 
daughter,  Sept.  4,  1 888,  who  is  named  Winnie  R. 

Mr.  Yohe   is  at  present  Treasurer  of  the  school 
district;  he   has  also  served  as  Constable  for  two 
years.     He   was  re-elected    but  declined   to  serve,    i 
Since  the  casting  of  his  first  vote  he  has  been  a  con-   | 


stant  friend  and  adherent  of  the  Republican  party, 
and  gives  his  influence  and  vote  in  its  behalf. 

Among  the  numerous  views  presented  in  this 
volume  of  leading  homesteads  of  Gage  County 
may  be  found  that  belonging  to  Mr.  Yohe,  which 
is  given  in  connection  with  this  sketch. 


Ip^jICHARD  LEWIS,  of  Hanover  Township, 
|L^  was  one  of  the  earliest  settlers  of  this  region, 
which  he  came  in  the  fall  of  1870.  He 
once  located  upon  160  acres  of  land 
which  he  homesteaded  in  Hanover  Township,  and 
here  he  has  since  remained.  His  career  as  a  man 
and  a  citizen  has  been  creditable  in  the  extreme,  he 
being  the  possessor  of  those  qualities  which  have 
secured  him  hosts  of  friends  and  made  of  him  a 
valued  and  useful  citizen. 

Our  subject,  a  native  of  South  Wales,  was  born 
Nov.  8,  1844,  and  is  the  son  of  James  and  Ann 
(Owens)  Lewis,  who  were  also  of  Welsh  birth  and 
parentage,  their  home  being  in  Radnorshire.  The 
father  was  a  farmer  and  stock-grower,  and  dealt 
largely  in  Hereford  cattle.  The  mother  passed 
away  when  her  son  Richard  was  a  little  child  two 
years  of  age,  and  he  was  reared  by  a  step- mother. 
James  Lewis  was  subsequently  married  twice.  Of 
his  union  with  the  mother  of  our  subject  there  were 
born  five  children,  and  of  the  second  and  third  three 
each.  Richard  was  the  youngest  child  of  the  first 
wife. 

Young  Lewis  received  a  verj'  good  education, 
and  at  the  age  of  fourteen  was  grailuated  from  a 
graded  school.  He  was  a  brigiit  and  ambitious  lad, 
and  at  an  early  .age  determined  to  emigrate  to 
America.  Upon  leaving  school  he  accordingly, 
starting  out  alone,  engaged  passage  on  a  sailing- 
vessel  at  Liverpool,  April  13,  1862.  and  after  a  voy- 
age of  five  weeks  arrived  at  Ciuebec,  Canada,  May 
19,  following.  A  feeling  of  home-sickness  seized 
him  when  he  realized  the  distance  which  separated 
him  from  the  scenes  of  his  childhood,  but  the 
necessity  for  exertion  loft  him  little  time  to  sit 
down  and  brood  over  his  troubles.  He  finally  made 
his  way  to  Toronto,  joining  a  brother  there,  with 
whom    he    worked    three   years    at    farming.      He 
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crossed  over  into  the  States  Feb.  21,  1865,  and 
making  his  way  westward  took  up  his  abode  in 
Kenosha  County,  Wis.,  where  he  was  employed  on 
a  farm  for  a  period  of  six  years. 

Our  subject  in  the  fall  of  1871  left  the  Badger 
State  and  cast  his  lot  among  the  people  of  Southern 
Nebraska.  He  employed  himself  diligently  in  the 
improvement  and  cultivation  of  the  land  which  he 
secured,  and  four  years  later.  May  22.  1875,  was 
united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Anna,  daughter  of 
Edward  and  Jane  (James)  George.  The  wedding 
took  place  at  the  home  of  the  bride  in  Beatrice. 
The  parents  of  Mrs.  Lewis  were  also  natives  of  the 
Principality  of  Wales,  where -they  were  reared  and 
married,  and  whence  in  1855  they  emigrated  to 
America  with  their  six  children.  Like  our  subject 
they  also  proceeded  westward  to  Wisconsin,  settling 
in  Green  County.  Leaving  there  in  the  fall  of 
1880,  they  came  to  this  State  and  took  up  their 
abode  in  York  County,  where  they  still  live  on  a 
farm.  Mr.  George  has  now  arrived  at  the  advanced 
age  of  seventy-eight  years,  while  his  excellent  wife 
is  sixtj'-seven.  Of  the  fifteen  children  born  to 
them,  nine  are  yet  living,  and  Mrs.  Lewis  was  the 
third  in  order  of  birth. 

The  wife  of  our  subject  was  also  born  in  Wales, 
June  18,  1851.  Her  first  recollections  are  of  the 
ocean  waves  which  rushed  around  the  ship  bringing 
her  father's  family  to  this  country.  She  was  reared 
and  educated  in  the  schools  of  Green  County,  Wis., 
and  there  made  the  acquaintance  of  our  subject. 
She  has  stood  bravely  by  his  side  in  his  toils  and 
sacrifices,  performing  her  duties  faithfully  as  a 
pioneer  wife  and  mother.  Of  this  union  there 
were  born  four  children,  one  of  whom,  Viola,  died 
at  the  age  of  thirteen  months.  Those  surviving 
are  Lizzie,  Charles  A.  and  Leslie.  They  are  living 
at  home. 

The  farm  of  Mr.  Lewis  by  a  process  of  careful 
cultivation  yields  in  abundance  the  choicest  crops 
of  Southern  Nebraska.  Their  home,  although  not 
elegant,  is  supplied  with  everything  for  their  com- 
fort and  convenience,  and  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Lewis  are 
respected  and  beloved  wherever  they  are  known. 
Many  are  the  kind  acts  which  they  have  performed 
both  to  friend  and  stranger,  and  they  are  spoken  of 
far  and  near  as  among  the   best  and  most  kind- 


hearted  people  of  this  region.  The  sound  common 
sense  of  Mr.  Lewis  has  secured  for  him  the  highest 
regard  of  all  who  know  him.  He  votes  the  straight 
Republican  ticket,  and  is  now  serving  his  sixth 
term  as  School  Director  in  his  district.  He  is 
frequently  chosen  as  Clerk  of  Elections,  and  has 
filled  the  office  of  Assessor.  Both  he  and  his  esti- 
mable wife  are  members  in  good  standing  of  the 
Free- Will  Baptist  Church,  at  Grand  View. 
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;ILBER  L.  ROGERS.  Among  the  old  set- 
tlers of  Blakely  Township,  who  has  helped 
forward  the  work  of  development,  and  who 
has  also  shown  his  devotion  and  patriotism  under 
more  trying  and  dangerous  circumstances,  is  the 
subject  of  this  biographical  epitome.  His  home- 
stead is  well  situated  upon  the  banks  of  the  Big 
Blue  River  on  section  13,  and  being  so  well  watered 
it  gives  an  opportunity  for  crops,  even  in  dry  sea- 
sons, when  those  less  favored  in  this  regard  are  suf- 
fering greatly.  The  above  river  is  a  very  valuable 
stream;  for  the  greater  part  of  the  distance  it  runs 
over  a  bed  of  solid  rock  and  between  deep  banks. 
At  this  point  it  is  about  100  feet  wide,  and  is  of 
sufficient  strength  to  give  quite  a  mill  current. 

Our  subject  was  born  upon  the  17th  of  October, 
1835,  in  Wells  Corners  Township,  Erie  Co.,  Pa. 
He  is  the  son  of  Henry  and  Mariah  Rogers,  natives 
of  Connecticut  and  Vermont  respectively.  His 
early  days  were  spent  in  attention  upon  the  classes 
at  the  school-house,  and  as  soon  as  he  was  strong 
enough  in  farm  work.  His  family  have  been  en- 
gaged in  agricultural  pursuits  for  several  genera- 
tions back,  but  have  never  been  so  engrossed  that 
they  could  not  answer  the  call  to  duty  in  defense 
of  their  country.  Henr^'  Rogers,  the  father  of  our 
subject,  had  a  grandfather  and  two  uncles  in  the 
Revolutionary  War,  and  in  the  wars  of  later  date 
this  family  has  always  had  its  representative. 

In  Genesee  County,  N.  Y.,  in  1824,  Mr.  Henry 
Rogers  became  the  husband  of  Miss  Maria  Freeman, 
a  native  of  Vermont,  and  of  an  Eastern  family.  He 
was  at  that  time  but  twenty-one  years  of  age.  He 
continued  to  follow  his  trade,  that  of  a  carpenter, 
with   eoneiderable   success,    until    in    1840    he  re- 
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moved  to  Iowa,  tlii'U  still  a  Territoiy.  and  made  his 
home  in  .Johnson  County,  which  had  just  been  or- 
ganized. There  he  took  land  and  began  to  farm, 
working,  however,  at  his  trade  in  connection  there- 
with. In  18(i8,  with  his  wife,  he  came  on  a  visit  to 
Nebraska,  and  while  here  his  wife  was  removed  by 
death.  A  few  j-ears  afterward  he  removed  with 
his  children  to  this  State  and  took  land,  continuing 
farming  operations  until  his  death,  which  took 
place  Jan.  31,1887;  he  was  a  good,  intelligent, 
warm-hearted  man,  and  greatly  respected.  At 
the  time  of  his  death  he  had  reached  the  ad- 
vanced age  of  eighty-four  years,  but  had  retained 
the  use  of  all  his  powers  until  almost  the  last. 

Our  subject  is  the  youngest  son  of  a  family  of 
seven  children,  six  of  whom  lived  to  maturity,  four 
of  them  being  residents  of  Nebiaska,  the  other  two 
in  Kansas  and  Iowa  respectively.  Our  subject  was 
just  about  sis  years  of  age  when  his  parents  re- 
moved to  Ohio,  and  subsequently  to  Indiana  and 
Illinois,  and  finally  to  Johnson  County,  Iowa.  In 
these  latter  States  he  received  his  education,  and 
was  reared  to  manhood  in  Johnson  County.  As  a 
farmer  he  became  quite  an  expert  in  the  days  of 
his  earlj'  manhood,  having  been  brought  up  amid 
its  scenes  from  his  earliest  recollection,  and  seemed 
naturally  to  drift  into  that  calling.  Subsequent 
years  have  proved-  him  not  only  thoroughly  fur- 
nished with  knowledge,  but  power  to  make  his 
chosen  calling  a  success. 

Somewhat  late  in  life  Mr.  Rogers  enlisted  for  a 
term  of  three  months  in  the  1st  Iowa  Infantrj',  under 
the  command  of  Col.  Bates.  He  went  with  his  regi- 
ment to  Wilson's  Creek,  JIo..  where  Gen.  Lyons, 
who  was  then  expecting  to  leave  the  Iowa  troops, 
was  killed,  and  also  a  number  of  other  officers.  At 
the  expiration  of  its  term  of  service  the  entire 
regiment  was  honorably  discharged,  and  our  sub- 
ject re-enlisted,  in  Company  K  of  the  13th  Regi- 
ment, under  the  command  of  Col.  (afterward 
M.ajor  General)  Crocker;  the  Captain  of  the  com- 
pany was  Sydney  E.  Woodford.  The  first  engage- 
ment of  note  was  that  at  Shiloh,  which  kept  them 
active  for  two  dajs.  Later  the  regiment  marched 
to  Corinth,  and  engaged  in  the  battle  at  that  place. 
This  was  followed  by  the  H0II3' Springs  expedition, 
Vicksburg,  and  a  number  of  lesser  engagements,  in 


all  of  which  the  behavior  and  valor  of  the  com- 
pany called  for  special  mention,  ami  led  to  the 
veteranizing  of  it  as  a  whole,  wiiieh  occurred  in 
December,  1863.  Our  subject  continued  to  fight 
the  battles  of  his  country  until  the  close  of  the  war; 
then  he  received  his  third  and  last  discharge  on  the 
2d  of  July,  1865.  He  was  once  home  upon  a  fur- 
lough, and  that  at  the  time  of  the  veteranization. 
Upon  his  return  he  was  one  of  Gen.  Sherman's 
command,  and  took  part  in  the  campaign  of  that  in- 
trepid General.  He  was  taken  prisoner  on  the  •22d 
of  July,  1864,  and  for  two  months  languished  in 
Andersonville  Prison,  then  was  sent  to  Florence 
for  a  similar  period,  when  he  was  paroled  and  sent 
home,  and  was  shortly  after  discharged  as  above. 

Upon  returning  home  from  the  war  our  subject 
settled  down  to  the  work  of  the  farm,  and  was 
married  to  Anna  E.,  daughter  of  Samuel  E.  and 
Bethia  (Yeoman)  AVilson,  who  was  born  in  Wash- 
ington County,  Iowa,  June  28,  1844.  Her  mother 
had  died  in  the  same  county,  in  the  year  1852,  in 
her  thirtieth  year.  Iler  father  is  still  living,  and 
a  farmer  in  Saline  County,  Neb.  He  was  married 
a  second  time,  in  the  year  1854,  to  Miss  Sarah 
Dawson.  Mrs.  Rogers  of  this  sketch  is  the  eldest 
daughter  of  her  family,  which  included  two  sons 
and  four  daughters.  She  was  reared  in  Iowa  and 
educated  in  the  usual  institution;  she  came  to  this 
State  with  John  Carpenter  while  a  young  woman, 
and  has  since  resided  in  it  the  greater  part  of  the 
time.  She  has  given  birth  to  five  children,  two 
deceased — -Benona  and  Edith;  the  former  died 
when  eight  years  of  age,  the  latter  in  infancy. 
The  three  living  children  are  May  E.  and  Samuel 
H.,  who  are  at  present  teaching  in  the  public 
school,  and  Leon  E.,  who  is  at  home  and  assists  in 
operating  the  farm. 

Our  subject  has  been  Assessor  of  the  township 
for  several  years,  and  is  at  present  a  member  of  the 
School  Board.  This  office  also  he  has  held  for 
several  years.  In  religious  matters  he  is  independ- 
ent, in  political  is  a  supporter  and  stanch  adher- 
ent of  the  Greenback  party.  In  the  interests  of 
the  progress  of  manufacturing  in  the  county  Mr. 
Rogers  gave  to  Robison  &  Howard  five  acres  of 
land,  including  a  mill  site  and  dam  on  the  Big  Blue 
River;  also  a  site  for  a  mill  residence,  making  in 
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all  a  very  valuable  and  munificent  gift.  This  is 
mentioned  simply  to  indicate  the  spirit,  disposition 
and  character  of  the  man,  who  has  always  been 
most  highly  respected  by  the  community. 

HILLIP  J.  ZIMMERMAN.  Among  the 
successful  settlers  and  valued  citizens  of 
Lincoln  Township  must  certainly  be  men- 
tioned the  name  of  the  gentleman  whose 
biography  is  herein  sketched,  whose  farm  is  located 
upon  section  17,  and  presents  every  appearance  of 
thorough,  practical,  scientific  cultivation,  thrift 
and  economy,  using  those  words  in  their  best  sense. 
Tlie  ■  farm  is  560  acres  in  extent,  and  has  been 
brought  by  our  subject  to  its  present  state  of  ef- 
ficienc}^  bj'  continued  care  and  intelligent,  well-di- 
rected, industrious  effort.  In  1S79  he  entered  his 
first  land,  taking  up  480  acres,  then  raw  prairie 
land.  The  following  year  he  located  upon  it,  and 
from  that  time  its  transformation  began  and  has 
since  continued,  uutil  to-day  his  farm  and  home 
compare  most  favorably  witli  any  in  the  township. 
Previous  to  his  coming  to  this  county  our  sub- 
ject resided  in  Sheboygan  County,  Wis.  There  he 
had  lived  for  twenty  years,  all  the  time  engaged 
working  at  his  trade,  that  of  a  carpenter.  During 
that  period  he  became  the  owner  of  forty  acres  of 
land,  which  he  worked  successfully.  While  a  resi- 
dent in  the  Badger  .State  the  clariou  notes  of  war 
attracted  the  attention  of  our  subject,  and  his  loy- 
alty to  the  Union  led  him  to  enlist  in  the  service, 
which  he  did  upon  the  20th  of  August,  1862.  He 
became  a  member  of  Company  H,  26th  AVisconsin 
Infantry,  under  command  of  Capt.  Hans  Paple 
and  Col.  Jacobs,  of  the  Army  of  the  Cumberland. 
Upon  reaching  the  front  the  regiment  went  into  the 
engagement  at  Chancellorsville,  after  participating 
in  a  number  of  minor  engagements  and  skirmishes; 
there  our  subject,  in  company  with  a  Li^t  i^. l  jf 
his  regiment,  was  taken  prisoner  on  the  3d  of  May, 
1863,  and  sent  to  Castle  Thunder.  They  remained 
as  prisoners  of  war  for  three  weeks,  then  were  pa- 
roled, and  were  then  sent  to  the  Union  lines  and 
exchanged  in  September. 

In  October  of  1863   Mr.   Zimmerman   rejoined 
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his  regiment  at  Bridgeport,  Ala.,  and  participated 
in  all  the  major  battles  of  the  campaign  until  the 
close  of  the  war,  and  also  took  part  in  the  famous 
"march  to  the  sea."  In  1865,  he  was,  with  his 
regiment,  veter.anized  at  the  close  of  the  war,  at 
Washington,  D.  C.  The  total  number  of  months 
included  in  our  subject's  military  experience  from 
his  enlistment  to  his  discharge  was  thirty-four. 
During  that  time  he  was  a  combatant  in  twenty  of 
the  major  engagements,  ^besides  an  innumerable 
multitude  of  smaller  battles  and  lesser  fights. 
With  the  exception  of  the  mishap  of  being  taken 
prisoner  and  one  small  flesh  wound,  he  escaped  un- 
hurt, and  was  honorably  discharged  at  Washington, 
on  the  13th  of  June,  1865. 

After  leaving  the  ranks  our  subject  returned  to 
Wisconsin,  and  upon  the  15th  of  December,  1868, 
was  united  in  marriage  with  Magdalene  Kleinehans. 
This  lady  is  a  native  of  Germany,  and  the  daughter 
of  John  and  Elizabeth  Kleinehans,  who  were  mar- 
ried in  Germany,  and  settled  in  Sheboygan  County, 
Wis.  Mrs.  Zimmerman  has  presented  her  husband 
with  eight  children,  all  of  whom  are  living,  and 
have  developed  bright,  vivacious,  inquiring  dis- 
positions, and  daily  afford  fresh  proofs  of  promising 
intelligence.  Their  names  are  as  here  recorded : 
Frank,  Jacob,  Magdalene,  Anna,  Clara,  Joseph, 
George  and  Mary. 

Mr.  Zimmerman  is  a  native  of  Hesse-Darmstadt, 
Germany,  where  he  was  born  on  the  31st  of  Octo- 
ber, 1843.  The  names  of  the  parents  of  our  sub- 
ject were  Jacob  and  Anna  (Schmidt)  Zimmerman. 
His  father  was  by  occupation  a  carpenter,  and  fol- 
lowed the  same  all  his  life.  The  father  and  hus- 
band died  in  his  native  country  in  the  year  1851. 
The  mother  of  our  subject  after  the  death  of  her 
husband  removed  with  her  three  sons  and  came  to 
the  United  States,  settling  in  Wisconsin,  where  two 
other  sons  had  settled  in  the  year  1857.  There  she 
continued  to  live  until  her  death,  in  1879,  at  the 
age  of  sevent3'-three  years.  Both  herself  and  hus- 
band were  members  of  the  German  Catholic  Church, 
of  which  communion  our  subject  and  wife  are  also 
adherents. 

The  reputation  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Zimmerman 
throughout  the  county  is  unquestionable,  and  they 
are  the  recipients  of  the  entire  respect  of  the  com- 
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munity.  Our  subject  is  one  who  has  taken  great 
interest  in  building  up  the  township  and  county-, 
and  made  considerable  effort  in  locating  the  station 
of  Ellison  the  Chicago,  Kansas&  Nebraska  Railroad. 
In  his  political  relations  our  subject  is  a  Repub- 
lican, and  holds  the  office  of  Treasurer  of  the  town- 
ship, as  he  has  also  held  that  of  Clerk.  Among 
the  people  of  his  nationality  in  the  county  Mr. 
Zimmerman  is  perhaps  the  most  prosperous,  and  he 
is  certainly  held  in  high  regard  and  looked  upon  as 
one  of  the  most  valued  citizens. 
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;;ILLIAM  PLUCKNETT.  One  of  the  most 
'//  extensive  land-owners  and  prominent  citi- 
W^  zens  of  Grant  Township,  and  at  the  same 
time  one  of  its  earliest  settlers,  is  the  gentleman 
whose  biography  is  herein  sketched,  and  whose  por- 
trait is  given  on  the  opposite  page.  He  is  the  owner 
of  1 ,500  acres  of  some  of  the  best  land  in  the  county, 
situated  for  the  greater  part  in  Grant  Township, 
and  upon  either  side  of  the  Big  Blue  River,  a 
stream,  at  this  place,  of  considerable  importance. 
His  residence  is  on  that  part  of  his  property  that  is 
on  section  33  of  Grant  Township,  and  is  most 
pleasantly  situated  on  the  banks  of  the  river,  and 
amid  surroundings  natural  and  acquired  that  make 
it  a  most  desii-ablc  position. 

For  the  greater  part  of  the  time  since  his  settle- 
ment our  subject  has  lent  his  energies  to  farming, 
but  for  several  3'ears  past  h.as  given  considerable 
attention  to  stock-raising,  and  is  the  owner  of  quite 
a  number  of  verj*  fine  and  choice  amimals.  At 
present  he  raises  and  feeds  about  200  head  of  cattle, 
and  the  other  classes  of  stock  in  proportion.  There 
are  few  if  any  who  have  been  more  successful  in 
this  calling  than  he,  and  few  are  more  particular, 
not  simply  in  regard  to  the  quality  and  breed  of 
the  animals,  but  also  every  thing  regarding  their  daily 
attention  and  care.  Mr.  Plucknett  has  been  a  resi- 
dent of  this  State  since  18G1;  at  that  time  the 
Indians  still  roamed  where  their  own  sweet  will 
dictated  throughout  this  portion  of  the  country, 
and  it  was  not  unusual  for  depredations  to  be  com- 
mitted, and  occasionally  a  scalp  taken  without  the 
owner's  consent.     Despite  these  somewhat  discour- 


aging features  of  life  in  this  district,  our  subject 
took  up  his  land  and  went  to  work  with  all  the 
enthusiasm,  pluck,  and  disdain  of  danger  tint  char- 
acterize his  countrymen. 

Although  rather  enjoying  the  circumstances  of 
his  environment,  which  had  sutlicient  of  the  spice 
of  danger  to  give  them  asm.ack  of  pleasantness,  our 
subject  would  not  endanger  his  family;  he  sent 
them  back  to  the  older  settlements,  and  remained 
himself  upon  the  farm  to  take  his  chances.  His 
faith  in  the  future  of  the  country  was  unbounded, 
and  he  saw  the  time  was  not  far  distant  when  the 
whole  valley  would  be  peopled  by  a  happy  and 
prosperous  community.  That  "Truth  Is  stranger 
than  fiction"  we  are  somewhat  inclined  to  doubt, 
in  view  of  some  more  modern  novel  productions, 
and  yet  there  are  phases  in  the  experience  of  Mr. 
Plucknett  that  would  warrant  the  emphatic  reitera- 
tion.of  the  above  platitude. 

It  is  well-nigh  impossible  to  find  any  more  public- 
spirited  and  loyal  citizen  than  our  subject,  or  one 
more  self-denying  in  his  activities,  and  the  cause 
must  be  sought  for  in  the  fact  that  he  recognizes 
that  lie  came  to  the  country  a  comparative!}'  poor 
man,  one  whose  own  country  offered  little  or 
no  prospect  of  advancement  to  eitiier  himself  or 
family,  and  that  this  condition  has  been  fidly  met 
by  his  adopted  country,  and  that  she  is  therefore 
worthy  of  any  and  every  effort  that  it  is  in  his 
power  to  make  in  return,  seeing  the  success  that 
has  come  to  him  and  his  is  f.ar  more  tiinn  they  in 
their  most  sanguine  moments  had  hoped. 

Reference  has  been  made  above  to  the  coming 
of  our  subject  to  the  United  States.  He  and  his 
familj-  are  of  pure  Englisii  descent,  and  h.e  was 
born  on  the  13th  of  March,  1827,  in  Somersetshire, 
England,  and  in  the  same  county  the  family  history 
can  lie  traced  for  several  generations.  They  ap])ear 
to  have  been  an  agricultural  peoi)le,  of  strictest 
honor,  integrity  and  lo3'alty,  of  unimpeachable  up- 
rightness and  spotless  reputation.  The  father  of 
our  subject,  who  bore  the  given  name  of  William, 
w.as  united  in  marriage  with  Elizabetii  Brown,  of 
the  same  county,  who,  like  her  husband,  had  been 
brought  ui)  in  the  faith  of  tiie  Church  of  England. 
Mr.  Plucknett  died  in  18C1,  aged  fifty-three  years. 
His  wife,  the  mother  of   our  subject,  survived  her 
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liusband  until  Christmas  Day  of  1884,  at  which 
time  she  was  seventy-seven  years  of  age.  During 
the  August  previous  she  had  been  greatly  rejoiced 
by  a  visit  from  her  son,  the  subject  of  this  writing, 
from  whom  she  had  been  separated  for  twenty-eight 
years;  and  during  the  rapidly  speeding  days  of 
that  visit  she  seemed  to  take  a  renewed  interest  and 
pleasure  in  life,  as,  with  him,  she  rejoiced  in  his 
life's  success  and  welfare.  This  is  to  our  subject, 
also,  a  bright  memory,  that  after  so  long  a  separa- 
tion it  should  have  been  his  happiness  to  spend 
those  days  in  the  old  home,  so  soon  to  be  broken. 

Our  subject  is  the  eldest  of  seven  children, 
four  of  them  being  sons.  He  received  tiie  best 
education  obtainable  in  the  parish  school  at  his 
home,  and  remained  a  resident  of  his  native  shire 
until  he  was  twenty-six  years  old,  when  he  came  to 
this  country  and  located  in  Ohio,  where  he  was  a 
resident  in  Ashtabula  County  for  four  years,  and 
then  returned  to  England.  During  his  visit  he  in- 
duced quite  a  number  of  his  old  neighbors  and 
country-people  to  emigrate  to  this  country,  and  as 
instructed  by  our  subject  they  went  to  Illinois  and 
located  in  Hancock  County,  where  he  also  made 
his  home.  Later  several  of  the  families  removed 
to  this  State,  and  added  their  names  to  the  honora- 
ble roll  of  its  pioneer  settlers. 

Wiiile  in  Hancock  County  Mr.  William  Plucknett 
was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Caroline  Hawlett, 
a  native  of  Yarmouth,  the  renowned  shipping  point 
and  headquarters  of  the  North  Sea  fishing  fleet  of 
England.  In  that  city  she  was  born  in  the  year 
1837.  and  came  to  the  United  States  with  her  par- 
ents, Samuel  and  Charlotte  Hawlett,  in  the  year 
1854,  who,  after  living  some  time  in  Hancock 
County,  removed  to  Iowa,  where  both  her  parents 
died  in  Audubon  County,  well  advanced  in  years, 
having  passed  tlie  allotted  threescore  years  and 
ten.  In  common  with  almost  uU  the  English  colo- 
nists of  that  party,  they  had  been  brought  up  ac- 
cording to  the  religious  tenets  of  the  State  Church 
(Episcopal).  Mrs.  Plucknett  presented  her  husband 
with  eight  children,  two  of  whom  are  now  deceased, 
viz:  James,  who  died  in  infancy,  and  Herbert  at 
the  age  of  thirteen  years.  The  surviving  members 
of  the  family  are  as  follows:  John  W.,  George  A., 
Robert,  Jane  E.,  Emily  and  Mary.    The  eldest  son, 
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who  is  an  extensive  and  enterprising  farmer  in  Chey- 
enne County,  Kan.,  is  the  husband  of  Sarah  Reed, 
of  Iowa;  their  second  son  is  one  of  Grant  Town- 
ship's valued  citizens  and  enterprising  farmers,  and 
is  united  in  marriage  with  Olliva  Benjamin;  Robert 
is  at  home;  the  eldest  daughter  is  happily  married 
to  John  Hawse,  the  owner  of  a  good  farm  in  Saline 
County;  her  sister  Emily  is  now  Mrs.  Crosier 
Rogers,  of  DeWitt,  and  her  husband  is  a  relative 
of  the  well-known  business  man  of  that  name  in  the 
same  town ;  Mary,  the  youngest,  continues  to  make 
her  home  with  her  parents. 

After  marriage  our  subject  rented  land  in  Han- 
cock County,  111.,  and  after  a  period  of  about  two 
and  one-half  yeais  he  removed  to  Iowa,  where  he 
made  his  home  in  Shelby  County;  then,  in  pur- 
suance of  [ilans  made  several  3'ears  before,  he  came 
to  this  State  and  built  up  a  home  in  the  midst  of 
the  prairie.  From  that  time  until  the  present  he 
has  continued  with  unflagging,  zealous  enterprise 
to  push  forward  every  undertaking  that  meant  ad- 
vancement for  his  adopted  State,  and  has  been 
abundantly  rewarded  by  the  unprecedented  prog- 
ress made. 

From  his  earliest  connections  with  this  country 
as  a  citizen,  and  his  study  of  its  political  economy, 
Mr.  Plucknett  has  continued  a  firm  Republican,  and 
considers  all  efforts  in  behalf  of  that  party  oppor- 
tunity well  utilized.  The  foregoing  compendium 
entirely  precludes  the  necessity  of  any  merely  com- 
plimentary eulogy.  His  history  reveals  character, 
mental  power  and  manliness,  witli  all  those  qualities 
and  attributes  that  are  incidental  component  parts 
of  the  higher  types  of  manhood. 

JOHN  ORTMAN.  One  of  the  most  pleasant 
homes  and  admirably  conducted  farms  in 
Midland  Township  is  that  of  Mr.  Ortman, 
whicli  is  situated  on  section  16.  His  resi- 
dence in  the  township  dates  from  1882.  He  is  a 
native  of  Lancaster  County,  Pa.,  where  he  was 
born  on  the  loth  of  October,  1842,  to  Joseph  and 
Martha  Ortman,  likewise  natives  of  that  State. 
In  tiie  year  1850  a  dark  shadow  overhung  that 
Pennsylvauian  home;    the  all-powerful  Conqueror 
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crossed  the  threshold,  and  removed  the  husband  and 
fatlier.  The  mother,  recovering  from  the  first  sliock 
of  her  affliction,  began  to  live  more  than  ever  for 
her  children,  and  employed  her  best  powers  in  mak- 
ing a  home  for  them,  and  sending  them  forth  into 
the  world  fully  equipped  for  whatever  might  befall. 
She,  however,  had  to  face  the  additional  sorrow  of 
the  death  of  two  of  her  children  within  a  few  days  of 
that  of  her  husband,  the  cause  being  tjphoid  fever. 
This  left  her  two  children,  whom  it  has  l)eeu  her 
happiness  to  see  occupying  honorable  positions  in 
life,  respected  by  their  neighbors  and  friends. 
These  are  our  subject  and  his  brother  Levi,  who 
is  living  in  Lancaster  County,  Pa.,  where  also  Mrs. 
Ortman  makes  her  home. 

The  early  life  of  our  subject  was  fully  occupied 
with  farm  and  school  duties;  he  has  been  engaged 
in  the  innumerable  details  and  various  parts  of  the 
farming  industry  from  his  childhood  up,  and  is, 
therefore,  quite  proficient  and  practical.  It  will 
have  been  noticed  in  the  foregoing  paragraph  that 
our  subject  was  but  eight  years  of  age  when  his 
father  died.  When  fourteen  years  old,  in  company 
with  an  old  neighbor,  he  went  to  Carroll  County, 
111.,  to  work  by  the  month  on  a  farm.  When 
about  nineteen  years  of  age,  in  the  year  1861,  he 
enlisted  in  Company  I,  34th  Illinois  Infantry,  and 
went  to  the  front.  Two  years  later,  when  the  first 
pioneer  regiment  was  organized,  our  subject  was 
chosen  as  a  member,  transferred  to  tiie  same,  and 
served  during  the  remainder  of  his  term  for  three 
years.  This  period  having  expired,  he  re-enlisted, 
and  shortly  after  a  regiment  kuown  as  the  1st 
United  States  Veteran  Volunteer  Engineers  was 
formed,  our  subject  chosen  as  a  member  thereof, 
and  in  it  served  throughout  the  remainder  of  the 
war.  He  was  in  the  battles  of  Shiloh,  Resaca,  Buz- 
zard's Roost,  Kenesaw  Mountain,  Corinth,  and  many 
minor  engagements.  The  war  being  over,  he  re- 
ceived an  honorable  discharge  at  Nashville.  Tenn., 
and  returned  to  Carroll  County,  111. 

Upon  the  30th  of  August,  1870,  Mr.  Ortman  was 
united  in  marriage,  in  Whiteside  County,  with  Miss 
Elizabeth  Potter,  a  daughter  of  Jacob  and  Julia 
Ann  Potter.  Miss  Potter  was  born  in  Carroll 
County,  III.,  March  28,  1847,  and  was  brought  up 
and  educated  in  her  native  place,  making  her  home 


with  her  parents  until  her  marriage.  Her  marriage 
has  been  blessed  and  tiie  current  of  its  joy  widened 
and  deepened  by  the  birth  of  three  children,  who 
have  received  the  following  names:  Willie  Benton, 
Fred  L.  and  Edith  E. 

Upon  his  marriage  our  subject  removed  to  Red 
Oak,  Iowa,  where  he  purchased  a  farm  and  made 
his  home  for  about  ten  years,  increasing  from  ye.ar 
to  year  in  wealth  of  storehouse  and  barn.  In  1880 
he  sold  that  propertj'  and  removed  to  this  State  and 
township.  Here  he  took  up  eighty  acres  of  land 
and  went  to  work  to  make  a  farm ;  he  lias  devoted 
much  care  and  attention  to  its  cultivation,  and  much 
thought  and  labor  upon  the  erection  and  benutify- 
ing  of  his  home.  His  farm  is  provided  with  all  the 
usual  and  necessary  out-buildings,  which  have  been 
erected  with  a  view  to  accommodation,  conveni- 
ence and  practical  utility,  rather  than  adornment; 
but  even  this  has  not  been  entirely  overlooked. 

The  political  sympathies  and  sentiments  of  our 
subject  are  such  as  lead  him  to  the  ranks  of  the 
Republican  party,  and  he  is  a  strong  advocate  and 
a  stanch  friend  of  the  same.  His  quiet,  manly  in- 
dependence and  industry,  high  character,  his  intelli- 
gent and  energetic  enterprise  upon  his  farm,  and 
his  honor  in  matters  of  business,  receive  their  rec- 
ognition from  his  fellow-citizens,  who  accord  to  our 
subject  and  family  hearty  esteem. 


R.  ALEXANDER  C.  SABIN,  physician 
and  surgeon  at  Beatrice,  is  a  native  of  Knox 
County,  Ohio,  and  was  born  near  the  town 
of  Bladensburg.  When  a  lad  of  thirteen 
years,  his  parents  removed  to  Bloomington,  III.  His 
father.  Dr.  Daniel  ,Sabin,  w.as  a  native  of  Virginia, 
and  his  paternal  grandfather  was  born  in  New  En- 
gland. The  mother  in  her  girlhood  was  Miss 
Rhoda  Williams,  a  native  of  Greene  County,  Pa., 
and  the  daughter  of  Abraham  Williams. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  continued  to  live  with 
his  parents  in  Bloomington,  III.,  where  his  father 
pursued  the  practice  of  medicine  a  short  time.  In 
1882  he,  with  his  family,  came  to  Nebraska,  locat- 
ing in  Beatrice,  where  both  parents  passed  away, 
the  father  in  1887.     The  household  circle  consisted 
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of  eleven  children,  seven  sons  and  four  daughters, 
of  whom  there  are  now  living  six  sons  and  two 
daughters.  Of  these  our  subject  is  the  eldest  son 
and  third  child.  His  father  being  the  owner  of  a 
farm,  his  boyhood  and  youth  were  passed  amid  the 
quiet  scenes  of  rural  life,  and  he  pursued  his  early 
studies  in  the  district  school.  Later  he  became  a 
student  of  Eureka  College,  in  Woodford  County, 
111.,  where  he  spent  three  years. 

Soon  after  leaving  college  our  subject  entered 
upon  the  study  of  medicine  under  the  instruction 
of  his  father,  and  began  practicing  that  same  year, 
18G2.  He,  however,  became  also  interested  in 
farming  and  stock-raising,  to  which  he  also  gave 
considerable  time  and  attention  until  1873,  then, 
disposing  of  these  interests,  resolved  to  give  his 
best  efforts  to  his  profession.  He  located  in  Bloom- 
ington.  111.,  at  which  place,  however,  he  remained 
only  one  year,  thence  removing  to  Farmer  City, 
■where  he  sojourned  three  years.  He  attended 
lectures  later  at  Bennett  Medical  College  in  Chicago, 
from  which  he  was  graduated  in  the  spring  of  1882. 
Previously  to  this,  however,  he  had  decided  upon 
a  location  in  Burlington,  Iowa,  and  later  took  up 
his  residence  there.  In  June,  1883,  he  came  to 
Beatrice,  and  in  the  course  of  time  built  up  a  busi- 
ness extending  not  only  throughout  this  county, 
but  the  whole  State. 

Dr.  Sabin,  not  being  able  to  dismiss  his  interest 
in  live  stock,  perfected  his  arrangements  for  em- 
barking extensively  in  the  breeding  of  fine  horses, 
and  now  has  some  of  the  choicest  trotting  stock  in 
the  West.  One  of  the  colts  in  which  he  takes  most 
pride  is  "Sabin  Counselor,"  a  year  old,  which  won  the 
first  money  from  the  State  Breeders'  Association, 
which  held  its  exhibition  at  Lincoln,  Aug.  16,  1888, 
the  purse  being  $275.  This  animal  made  the  re- 
markable time  of  3 :  10  after  one  month's  training, 
making  three  seconds  over  any  previous  record 
upon  the  grounds,  and  the  Doctor  was  offered 
$5,000  for  him,  which  he  refused.  He  has  twelve 
head  of  as  fine  animals  as  are  to  be  seen  in  Southern 
Nebraska,  and  in  his  care  and  keeping  of  them  ex- 
hibits a  peculiar  adaptability  to  the  business.  For 
this  purpose  he  invested  a  portion  of  his  capital  in 
510  acres  of  land,  upon  which  he  has  erected  the 
buildings   necessary  for  his    convenience  and    the 


proper  care  of  his  stock.  He  put  up  a  handsome 
and  substantial  residence  two  stories  in  height,  and 
of  modern  style  of  architecture,  comprising  all  the 
latest  conveniences  and  finished  in  the  finest  style 
of  the  builder's  art.  This  is  located  at  the  corner 
of  Eighth  and^Lincoln  streets.  An  extensive  lawn 
assists  in  completing  the  beauty  of  a  most  attractive 
home. 

The  wife  of  our  subject,  to  whom  he  was  mar- 
ried Nov.  15,  1862,  was  in  her  girlhood  Miss  Elma 
Garretson,  of  McLean  County,  111.  Mrs.  Sabin  is 
the  daughter  of  Talbott  Garretson,  and  came  to 
this  county  with  her  parents  when  a  little  girl.  Of 
her  union  with  our  subject  there  have  been  born 
nine  children,  seven  of  whom  are  living,  namely: 
D.  T.,  Olive  Belle,  Robert  Grant,  Rhoda  May, 
Hudson  Burr,  Alex  C,  Jr.,  and  Daisy  Cornelia. 


j|/_^  ON.  GEORGE  B.  EVERITT,  attorney-at- 
Wjij  law,  and  a  leading  member  of  the  bar  in 
i^^  Beatrice,  is  of  Southern  birth,  and  was  born 
^^  in  Goldsboro,  N.C.,Nov.  10,  1850.  The 
eldest  son  and  second  child ,  of  a  family  of  ten 
children,  he  has  now  only  one  brother  and  one  sis- 
ter living.  His  parents,  David  B.  and  Sarah  (Car- 
ney') Everitt,  were  also  natives  of  North  Carolina, 
and  both  were  of  Scotch  and  English  ancestry. 
The  father  was  a  planter  by  occupation,  and  rested 
from  his  earthly  labors  in  January,  1885.  The 
mother  is  still  living.  The  maternal  grandfather 
of  our  subject  was  James  Carnej',  Esq.,  who  was  a 
native  of  Virginia,  and  spent  his  last  years  in 
Goldsboro,  N.  C. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  remained  in  North 
Carolina  on  his  father's  plantation  until  a  youth  of 
eighteen  years,  his  studies  having  been  conducted 
in  the  Everittville  schools.  He  now  entered  Trinity 
College,  from  which  he  was  graduated  with  honors 
in  the  class  of  '73.  Young  Everitt  commenced 
the  study  of  law  under  the  instruction  of  Chief 
Justice  Smith,  of  Raleigh,  N.  C,  who  still  holds  his 
exalted  position  upon  the  bench.  He  was  admitted 
to  the  bar  in  January,  1874,  and  commenced  the 
practice  of  his  profession  in  Concord,  N.  C.  In  the 
spring  of  1877  he  removed  to  Winston,  and 
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fall  of  1878  was  eleeted  to  the  State  Senate  of 
North  Carolina  for  the  counties  of  Forsythe  and 
Stokes.  In  the  campaign  of  1880  he  was  the  candi- 
date of  the  Republican  party  for  elector  of  the  State 
at  large.  In  June,  1881,  he  was  appointed  Collector 
of  Internal  Revenue  for  the  Fifth  District  of  North 
Carolina,  and  in  June,  1883,  under  the  administra- 
tion of  President  Arthur,  was  appointed  Register  of 
the  land-office  at  Mitchell,  Dak.  This  position  he 
held  until  March,  1888. 

In  June  following  Mr.  Everitt  came  to  Beatrice 
and  resumed  the  regular  practice  of  his  profession. 
Although  his  residence  here  has  been  comparatively 
brief  he  has  fully  established  himself  in  the  esteem 
and  confidence  of  the  community.  He  was  married, 
in  Decembei',  1875,  to  Miss  Mary  Graves,  a  native 
of  his  own  State,  and  the  daughter  of  Dr.  Calvin  and 
Caroline  M.  (Foust)  Graves,  also  natives  of  Nortii 
Carolina,  and  .at  that  time  residents  of  Trinity.  Of 
this  union  there  were  born  two  children — Malcom 
G.  and  Mary  M.     Mrs.  Everitt  died  in  November, 

1882.  The  present  wife  of  our  subject,  to  whom 
he  was  married  in  July,  1884,  was  formerly  Miss 
Martha  Davis,  of  Phil.adelphia,  Pa.  She  is  the 
daughter  of  Allen  and  Helen  (Smj'th)  Davis,  of 
Beaufort,  N.  C,  and  of  this  marriage  of  our  subject 
there  have  also  been  born  two  children — George  B., 
Jr.,  and  Anne  S.  Mr.  Everitt  is  a  stanch  Repub- 
lican, and  a  man  of  broad  and  comprehensive  views 
on  the  great  questions  of  American  nationality.  He 
is  a  pleasing,  graceful  and  eloquent  speaker,  and  a 
lawj'er  of  fine  ability. 

^RANK  MOSELEY.     The  wonderfully  rapid 

Pi  development  of  Gage  (Jounty  could  only 
have  been  brought  about  by  men  of  great 
force  of  character,  much  abiiit}',  and  sturdy  powers 
of  endurance.  The  gentleman  whose  name  stands 
at  the  head  of  this  l)rief  biographical  sketch  is  a 
fine  representative  of  such  men,  who  came  to  this 
part  of  Nebraska  a  few  years  ago  and  settled  in 
Paddock  Township,  although  he  is  not  one  of  the 
earliest  comers.  Since  taking  up  his  residence  here  in 

1883,  locating  on  the  wild,  unbroken  prairie  land, 
comprising  240  acres  (ICO  on  .section  21  and  eighty 


on  section  28,  Paddock  Township)  of  which  he  then 
became  the  owner,  he  h.as  developed  it  into  one  of 
the  most  desirable  farms  in  this  vicinity.  All  of 
his  landed  property  that  is  not  <levoted  to  pastur- 
age is  under  a  high  state  of  cidtivation,  and  well 
repays  by  abundant  harvests  the  care  and  time  that 
he  has  bestowed  upon  it.  He  has  Greeted  comfort- 
able buildings,  and  everything  about  the  place 
denotes  that  he  is  a  practical,  methodical  man.  He 
has  paid  much  attention  to  raising  cattle  and  hogs, 
and  his  farm  is  now  well  supplied  with  stock  of 
good  grades. 

Mr.  Moseley  was  born  in  Lee  County',  111.,  Oct. 
1,  1852,  a  sou  of  Joseph  and  Marg.aret  (Moore) 
Moselc}',  natives  of  England  and  Pennsylvania. 
Mr.  Moseley,  father  of  our  subject,  closed  a  long 
and  useful  life  in  Illinois,  June '22,  1886.  He  was 
a  man  of  unimpeachable  integrity,  of  good  common 
sense,  and  was  much  respected  by  his  neighbors  and 
friends.  The  worthy  mother  of  our  subject,  whose 
maiden  name  was  Margaret  Clintob,  was  twice  mar- 
ried, her  first  husband's  name  being  Moore.  Her 
sons,  John  Moore  and  William  Moselej',  served  in 
the  late  war,  being  members  of  Company  A,  75th 
Illinois  Infantry.  They  were  in  the  armj'  two  years 
and  eleven  months,  but  both  escaped  frona  the 
perils  of  battle  unwounded.  Mrs.  Moseley  is  now 
spending  her  declining  years  in  Thayer  Count}',  Neb. 

Our  subject  was  reared  and  educated  in  his 
native  county;  he  went  to  Page  County,  Iowa,  in 
1876,  and  he  was  there  married,  Nov.  26,  1879,  to 
Miss  Lovisa  A.,  daughter  of  William  Beers,  of  Page 
County,  Iowa.  Four  children  have  been  born  of 
their  marriage — Nellie  M.,  Fred  R.,  Ida  J.  and  an 
infant,  Paul.  In  the  fall  of  1879  Mr.  Moseley  came 
with  his  bride  to  Thayer  County,  this  State,  which 
he  had  previously  visited  the  spring  before  his  mar- 
riage, and  the}'  lived  there  until  the  spring  of  1883, 
when  Mr.  Moseley  removed  with  his  family  to 
Gage  County,  and  settled  on  his  present  farm.  Mr. 
Moseley  and  his  wife  richly  deserve  the  esteem  and 
respect  in  which  they  are  held.  They  have  a  pleas- 
ant home,  and  whoever  crosses  its  threshold  is  sure 
of  a  cordial  welcome  and  hospitable  entertainment. 
Mr.  Moseley  is  a  man  of  upright,  straightforward 
character,  of  great  capability,  and  with  energy 
enough  to  put  through  what  he  has   once   beg 
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As  a  good  citizen  should  lie  talies  great  pride  in 
his  township,  and  has  talien  a  prominent  part  in  its 
growth.  Politically,  he  champions  the  Republican 
party. 


JAMES  W.  SHELLEY  has  been  endowed  by 
nature  with  a  splendid  physique,  great 
mental  force  and  moral  strength — the  requi- 
sites of  a  truly  grand  character.  He  has 
passed  through  a  long  |)eriod  of  eventful  pioneer 
experience,  in  which  the  sterliug  qualities  of  man- 
hood were  developed  and  formed  into  graceful 
attributes  of  a  truly  noble  character,  while  his  zeal- 
ous efforts  toward  the  developing  of  the  natural  re- 
sources of  this  State  and  the  fostering  of  the  public 
institutions  of  his  county  are  worthy  of  the  highest 
commendation.  His  parents,  Francis  and  Fanny 
(Hollingworth)  Shelley,  were  born  in  England,  the 
former  in  Staffordshire  and  the  latter  in  Derbyshire. 
The  father  was  a  shoemaker  I13'  trade,  and  removed 
with  his  family  to  America  in  the  year  1 855,  making 
his  home  in  Portage  County,  Wis.  He  worked  for 
a  time  on  a  farm  near  Stevens'  Point,  and  in  1861 
he  brought  his  family  to  Nebraska,  taking  up  a 
homestead  on  section  19,  Rockford  Township,  where 
he  prospered  well.  He  died  May  25,  1884,  at  the 
age  of  seventy-two  years,  but  the  mother  of  our 
subject  still  lives  in  Holmesville  with  her  son 
Ernest,  the  youngest  of  her  six  children,  who  bear 
the  names  of  Myra,  James  W.,  Thomas,  Robert, 
Joseph  and  Ernest. 

Our  subject  was  born  on  the  ,5th  of  February, 
1843,  in  Derbyshire,  England,  and  was  but  twelve 
years  old  when  he  left  his  native  country.  There 
he  had  enjoyed  excellent  advantages  for  obtaining 
an  education,  but  during  his  residence  at  Stevens' 
Point,  Wis.,  the  educational  advantages  were  ex- 
tremely limited  and  of  an  inferior  grade.  When  his 
parents  came  to  this  State  he  was  eighteen  years 
old, and  manifested  his  courage  and  intrepidity  by 
driving  a  yoke  of  oxen  all  the  way  from  his  former 
home  to  this  State.  Here  he  found  plenty  of  op- 
portunities to  develop  the  real  worth  of  his  young 
manhood,  and  in  1864  be  took  up  a  homestead 
claim  of  120  acres,  working  and  improving  it,  and 


making  his  home  with  his  parents  for  the  six  years 
succeeding  his  purchase. 

In  1870  our  subject  was  united  in  marriage  with 
Miss  Mary  E.  Bailey,  a  daughter  of  A.  F.  Bailey, 
who  is  a  native  of  New  Hampshire.  Her  mother  is 
Janet  (Ford)  Bailey,  and  was  born  in  New  York 
State.  Tiie  father  was  a  farmer,  and  the  family  re- 
sided in  Kenosha  County,  Wis.,  until  1863,  when 
they  came  to  this  State  and  made  their  home  on 
Cub  Creek,  nine  miles  west  of  Beatrice.  The  par- 
ents now  reside  in  that  city,  the  father  aged  seventy- 
seven  years,  and  the  mother  sixty-five  years,  they 
having  cared  for  a  family  of  eight  children,  whose 
names  are  as  follows:  Cornelia,  Charles,  Hattie, 
Mary,  Annie,  Myra,  Clara  and  Clyde.  Mary,  the 
wife  of  our  subject,  was  born  Jan.  31,  1851,  in  Ke- 
nosha County,  Wis.,  and  was  a  girl  twelve  years  old 
when  she  came  to  this  State  with  her  parents.  She 
attended  the  common  schools  and  secured  a  thor- 
ough education,  being  sunply  qualified  to  engage  in 
the  profession  of  teaching  in  this  county,  at  which 
she  continued  for  five  or  six  terms.  She  was  teach- 
ing at  the  time  our  subject  made  her  acquaintance, 
and  he  having  provided  a  comfortable  home  for  his 
bride  brought  her  to  it. 

By  this  happy  marriage  they  have  had  born  to 
them  seven  children,  of  whom  Violetta  died  when 
she  was  eight  years  old,  and  the  other  six  are 
)iamed:  Annie,  Willie,  Bessie  (deceased),  Eloise, 
Hattie  and  Merton.  Mr.  Shelley  voted  for  the 
adoption  of  the  State  Constitution  in  1866,  and  he 
was  also  instrumental  in  organizing  the  county  into 
townships,  having  seen  the  prairie  in  its  native 
state  converted  into  fertile  fields  of  waving  grain 
and  rich  meadow  land.  He  worked  on  the  Otoe 
Reservation  for  two  years,  and  really  secured  his 
best  start  during  that  period.  He  owns  450  acres 
of  well-improved  land,  on  which  he  has  built  a 
commodious  and  attractive  farm  dwelling,  a  view 
of  which  is  given  in  this  volume.  He  has  corn 
cribs,  granaries  and  a  tool-house,  all  under  one  roof. 
He  cribs  3,000  bushels  of  corn  and  2,000  bushels  of 
grain  in  his  storehouse,  and  in  order  to  secure  this 
large  result  he  carries  on  farming  extensively,  and 
is  one  of  the  most  enterprising  men  of  Rockford 
Township.  He  is  a  member  of  an  association 
which  owns  an  extensive  Norman  and  Clyde  breed- 
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insf  establishment  at  Blue  Spring:*.  He  has  some 
veiy  valuable  horses,  and  uses  four  teams  of  the 
fourteen  head  in  operating  the  work  of  his  farm, 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Shellej'  are  influential  members  of 
the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  at  Holmesville,  of 
which  our  subject  was  one  of  the  earliest  members 
and  Trustees.  He  has  been  prominently'  identified 
with  the  educational  work  in  his  township,  having 
served  as  School  Moderator  for  three  j'ears,  and 
doing  all  in  his  power  to  secure  the  best  schools.  In 
strict  accordance  with  his  Christian  character  he 
disapproves  of  the  use  of  intoxicating  drinks,  and  is 
an  ardent  advocate  of  the  temperance  cause,  there- 
by identifj'ing  himself  with  the  Prohibition  partj'. 
Among  business  men  and  in  his  social  relations  he 
bears  an  unbleraisiied  reputation,  and  enjo}'s  the 
good-will  of  all. 

JF.  KEN  YON  has  a  good  farm  of  120  acres 
on  section  9,  Blakely  Township,  which  is  de- 
voted to  farming  and  stock-raising,  most  of 
the  land  being  under  cultivation.  He  bought 
his  farm  in  1871,  but  he  did  not  make  his  home  on 
it  until  1877,  and  as  it  was  in  an  uncultivated  con- 
dition when  it  came  into  his  possession  he  has  had 
an  experience  in  common  with  the  other  farmers  of 
this  section  in  the  breaking  and  tilling  of  prairie 
land.  He  came  to  Blakely  Township  direct  from 
Logan  County,  III.,  driving  across  the  country  with 
a  team  of  horses  in  the  month  of  October,  1877. 
He  was  comparatively  without  means  when  he  cime, 
and  his  greatest  desire  was  to  establish  a  home 
which  he  might  call  his  own,  and  on  which  he  might 
labor  as  an  independent  man.  He  has  succeeded 
well  from  the  beginning,  and  is  now  pleasantly  sit- 
uated to  enjoy  what  has  been  secured  by  much  hard 
labor  and  constant  application. 

Our  subject  was  born  in  Adams  Township,  Jeffer- 
son Co.,  N.  Y.,  on  the  29th  of  October,  1843,  and 
is  a  son  of  R.  A.  and  Lydia  (Rhodes)  Kenyon,  the 
former  of  whom  was  a  native  of  Rhode  Island,  and 
the  latter  of  New  York.  The  father  was  a  deer- 
skin tanner  and  glovemaker,  and  in  1844  the  par- 
ents with  their  small  family  moved  to  a  place  near 
Marshall,  Calhoun  Co.,  Mich.     In  1848  the  family 


went  to  Kalamazoo  County,  and  made  their  home 
near  Gull  Lake,  where  the  father  carried  on  his  vo- 
cation for  seven  years,  afterward  engaging  in  farm- 
ing. In  1864  he  went  to  Logan  Count}',  HI.,  and 
is  still  living  there  in  the  enjoyment  of  good  health 
and  mental  faculties,  active  and  industrious  as  ever, 
though  he  has  reached  the  age  of  seventy-eight 
j'e.ars.  He  lost^  his  wife  in  Kalamazoo  County, 
Mich.,  in  1852,  when  she  was  but  thirty-eight  years 
old,  and  the  mother  of  seven  children,  three  sons 
and  four  daughters. 

Our  subject  w.as  the  fifth  child  of  the  family',  of 
whom  three  sons  and  two  daughters  are  now  living, 
and  all  m.arried  and  established  in  homes  of  their 
own.  C.  H.  Kenyon  is  living  in  Cheyenne  County, 
this  State;  Thomas  VV.  is  a  shipper  of  stock,  and 
lives  in  Lincoln,  111.;  Elazan,  the  wife  of  George 
Blain,  an  architect,  and  Marinda  M..  the  wife  of 
Stephen  R.  Cushing,  a  carpenter  and  joiner,  have 
their  homes  in  San  Jose,  Cal.  The  father  of  our 
subject  was  a  second  time  married,  to  Mrs.  Roxana 
P.  (Miller)  Brewer,  who  w.as  a  native  of  Vermont. 
She  was  the  mother  of  two  children  by  her  former 
marriage,  one  of  whom  is  deceased  and  the  other, 
Mary  L.,  is  now  the  wife  of  Thomas  W.  Kenyon. 

Our  subject  was  one  year  old  when  his  father 
moved  to  Michigan,  and  twenty-one  _vears  old  when 
he  went  to  Lincoln,  Logan  Co.,  III.  At  the  beginning 
of  the  late  civil  troubles  he  was  but  seventeen  years 
old,  and  he  enlisted  in  Company  B,  32d  Illinois 
Infantry,  under  command  of  Col.  John  Logan,  a 
cousin  of  Gen.  John  A.  Logan.  The  regiment  was 
connected  with  the  Army  of  the  Tennessee,  and 
went  to  the  front  in  December,  1861,  coming  in 
contact  with  the  enemy  at  Shiloh,  Ilatchie.  Vicksljurg 
and  Jackson,  and  also  being  engaged  in  the  campaign 
with  Sherman  to  Atlanta.  After  the  fall  of  that 
place  our  subject  was  afflicted  with  sore  eyes, 
and  was  absent  from  his  company  from  the  21st  of 
June  until  the  1st  of  September,  1864.  He  went 
to  rejoin  his  regiment  and  was  taken  prisoner  near 
Marietta,  Ga.,  but  on  the  13th  of  December  in  the 
same  year  he  was  paroled,  and  a  little  later  was  sent 
home  on  parole  furlough.  He  was  honorably  dis- 
charged on  the  5th  of  September,  1865.  at  Leaven- 
worth, Kan.,  having  served  for  over  four  years  as  a 
hard-working  and  loyal  soldier,  for  which  he  deserves 
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lastino:  honor.  He  never  was  wounded,  but  he  lost 
the  use  of  one  eye  from  dise.ise.  and  the  other  has 
suffered  in  S3'mpath3-  with  it.  With  his  regiment  he 
marched  6.000  miles  in  sixteen  months,  and  besides 
the  regular  engagements  he  participated  in  many 
minor  b.attles  and  skirmishes.  Such  devotion  to 
his  country  and  disregard  of  self  proves  him  to  be 
the  possessor  of  a  true,  manly  h&rt,  and  among 
brave  soldiers  his  memory  will  always  be  cherished. 
After  his  discharge  from  the  service  of  his  coun- 
try our  subject  returned  to  Lincoln,  111,,  and  there 
met  the  lady  whom  lie  made  his  wife  on  the  12th 
of  December,  1875.  Miss  Maria  L.  Turk,  now  Mrs. 
Kenyon,  was  horn  on  the  1st  of  May,  1844,  in  War- 
ren County,  Ohio,  and  is  tlie  third  child  of  James 
and  Anna  (Crespin)  Turk,  also  natives  of  Ohio. 
The  father  was  a  gunsmith,  and  he  took  his  fam- 
ily to  Lincoln,  Logan  Co.,  111.,  in  1867,  in  which 
place  both  parents  died,  the  father  in  1873,  aged 
sixty -two  years,  and  the  mother  in  1870,  aged  fifty- 
seven  years.  Five  of  their  children  survive  them, 
and  in  company  with  Mrs.  Ken3'on  spent  their 
earlier  years  with  their  parents  until  their  death. 
Mrs.  Kenyon  was  educated  in  her  native  county,  and 
possesses  many  charming  qualities  of  womanhood, 
which  fit  her  to  adorn  her  homo  and  the  society  in 
which  she  moves.  Our  subject  and  his  wife  are 
well-known  and  influential  people,  and  are  among 
the  leaders  in  educational,  social  and  religious 
work.  The  Latter  is  a  member  of  the  Universalist 
Church.  Mr.  Kenyon  is  a  stanch  Republican,  and 
warmly  advocates  the  cause  of  that  party. 

J '"[AMES  L.  BOYDSTON.  No  less  credit  is 
I  due  to  the  energetic  young  men  who  are 
]  carrying  on  the  work  which  their  fore- 
'  fathers  began  in  a  new  country,  than  to 
tliose  who  first  opened  a  path  in  the  wilderness. 
The  subject  of  this  sketch,  one  of  the  younger 
members  of  the  community  of  Filley  Township,  is 
tilling  a  portion  of  the  soil  on  section  36,  and  by 
his  thoroughness  and  skill  laying  the  foundations 
for  a  future  competence.  He  has  320  acres  of  fer- 
tile land,  neat  and  substantial  buildings,  a  fair  as- 
soitment  of  live  stock  and   machinery,  and  about 


400 .fruit  trees  in  good  bearing  condition,  occupy- 
ing ten  acres  of  ground.  A  view  of  the  home 
place  accompanies  this  brief  sketch  of  the  enter- 
prising owner. 

Curtis  Boydston,  the  father  of  our  subject,  was 
born  in  Greene  County,  Pa.,  about  1821,  and  lived 
there  until  1855,  That  year  he  teft  the  Keystone 
State  and  emigrated  to  Warren  County,  111,  In 
early  life  he  had  learned  the  carpenter  trade,  com- 
bined with  cabinet-making,  and  continued  that  and 
farming  until  convinced  that  he  could  do  better  at 
the  lumber  business.  He  followed  the  latter  ac- 
cordingly for  a  time,  but  is  now  farming  in  Warren 
County,  that  State.  He  has  been  twice  selected  to 
represent  the  people  of  that  countj'  in  the  Legis- 
lature of  Illinois,  and  in  political  matters  in  that 
State  takes  a  prominent  position. 

The  mother  of  our  subject.  Mrs.  Orpha  Boyd- 
ston. was  a  native  of  Greene  County,  Pa.,  her  birth 
taking  place  in  1821.  She  accompanied  her  family 
to  Illinois,  and  died  there  in  1856,  The  parental 
household  included  eight  children,  six  sons  and  two 
daughters,  and  five  are  now  living,  namely  :  Ulysses 
A,,  Station  Agent  at  Alameda.  Cal.;  Newton  L., 
telegraph  operator  at  Virginia  City,  Nev. ;  James 
L.,  of  this  sketch;  William  L.,  of  Galesburg,  111,, 
a  conductor  on  the  Chicago,  Burlington  &  Quincy 
Railroad,  and  Frank,  a  grocer,  of  Newton,  Kan. 

The  subject  of  this  biography  was  born  Feb.  14, 
1848,  in  Greene  County,  Pa., and  remained  with  the 
family  of  his  father  until  twenty-eight  years  of  age. 
In  1881  he  crossed  the  Mississippi  and  began  farm- 
ing in  Harvey  County,  Kan.,  where  he  operated  for 
two  and  a  half  years.  In  the  winter  of  1885  he 
came  to  this  county,  purchiised  his  present  farm, 
and  has  each  year  made  good  progress,  so  that  in 
the  near  future  he  expects  to  enlarge  the  sphere  of 
his  operations  and  engage  quite  extensively  in  the 
raising  of  cattle  and  hogs. 

The  marriage  of  Mr.  Boydston  took  place  in 
April.  1885,  his  bride  being  Miss  Ada,  daughter  of 
Royal  and  Julia  Wiswell,  who  were  natives  of  Ver- 
mont, and  emigrated  to  Illinois  about  1850;  they 
removed  from  Warren  County  to  Galesburg.  The 
father  is  now  living  retired  from  active  labor  in 
California,  Mrs,  Boydston  was  born  in  Warren 
County,  111,,  Jan  2'J,  1855,  and  spent  her  childhood 
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and  youtli  with  lier  parents  until  lirv  niairianre.  Mr. 
.anil  Mrs.  B.  are  now  the  parents  of  two  bri3:ht  chil- 
dren:  Earl  W.,  born  March  14,  18,s7,.ind  Altha  R., 
July  25,  1 888. 

Our  subject  cast  his  first  Presidential  vote  for 
Grant,  and  uniformly  supports  the  principles  of  the 
Republican  party.  He  is  a  quiet,  unassuming  citi- 
zen, attending  strictly  to  his  own  affairs,  but  giving 
his  support  to  those  measures  calculated  to  advance 
the  interests  of  his  community.  He  and  his  excel- 
lent wife  enjoy  the  respect  and  confidence  of  a 
large  circle  of  acquaintances,  and  in  their  [ileasant 
home  are  surrounded  by  all  needful  comforts. 

^f_^ON.  .lOHN  W.WILLIAMS.  Among  the 
Wjf',  solid  citizens  of  Filley  Township,  none  are 
(IW^  held  in  more  genuine  respect  than  the  snb- 
'^)  ject  of  this  sketch.  He  is  a  farmer  of  ample 
means  and  pleasant  surroundings,  realizes  a  good 
income  from  his  agricultural  transactions,  and  is 
contribntmg  his  full  quota  to  the  business  and  in- 
dustrial interests  of  Gage  County.  His  property 
has  been  secured  by  the  exercise  of  patient  indus- 
try and  economy,  the  surest  guarantee  of  success, 
and  if  Providence  has  richly  blessed  him,  it  is  no 
more  than  he  deserves. 

The  father  of  our  subject,  Mathew  Williams  by 
name,  was  of  American  birth  and  parentage,  and 
began  life  in  the  .State  of  Indiana.  Upon  reaching 
manhood  he  married  a  lady  of  Irish  descent,  and 
also  a  native  of  Indiana.  They  settled  upon  a  farm 
in  W.ayne  County,  and  there  became  the  parents  of 
three  children,  our  subject  and  two  sisters,  the  lat- 
ter of  whom  are  both  now  deceased.  John  W.  was 
born  Aug.  20,  1840,  but  while  yet  a  child,  his  par- 
ents removed  to  Marshall  C.ounty,  Ind.,  where  he 
spent  his  boyhood  on  the  farm,  and  in  attendance 
at  school.  When  of  suitable  age  he  commenced 
working  out,  and  in  1856  went  with  his  parents  to 
Bureau  County,  111.,  and  there  made  his  home  with 
his  uncle  for  a  period  of  four  years. 

Young  William,  in  1860,  returned  to  his  native 
State,  and  the  year  following,  upon  the  outl>reak  of 
the  war,  enlisted  in  Company  C,  20th  Indiana  In- 
fantry, and  after  a  six-weeks  drill  on  the  old  Tip- 


pecanoe battle-field  near  LaF.ayette,  the  regiment 
was  ordered  to  Coekeysvilic,  Md..  where,  in  addition 
to  the  regular  drill,  they  were  engaged  in  building 
railroad  tracks  and  bridges.  Thence  they  were  de- 
tailed to  Cape  Ilatteras.  N.  C.  There  thej'  were 
forced  to  retreat  from  the  enemy,  and  in  addition 
to  this  a  disastrous  flood  nearly  washed  them  away, 
the  troops  being  forced  to  wade  in  w.ater  up  to  their 
mouths  for  two  hours,  and  three  miles  from  shore. 

Old  Point  Comfort,  in  Virginia,  was  -the  next 
destination  of  the  20th  Indiana  and  some  others, 
where  they  went  into  winter  quarters.  During  the 
spring  campaign  they  took  part  in  the  battles  of  the 
Monitor  and  Merrimac,  witnessing  the  destruction 
of  the  latter,  after  which  followed  the  battle  at  Nor- 
folk, ^'a.  Thence  tlie3'  were  called  to  reinforce 
IMcClellan,  and  i)articipated  in  the  seven-days  bat- 
tle before  Richmond,  retreating  to  Harrison's  Land- 
ing. Subsequently  soon  followed  the  engagements 
at  Orchard,  Charles  City,  Cross  Roads,  Malvern 
Hill,  and  then  they  again  were  halted  at  Harrison's 
Landing  on  the  James  River,  where  they  encami)ed 
six  weeks. 

Upon  again  taking  up  their  line  of  march  our 
subject  and  his  comrades  received  orders  from  Gen. 
Pope,  and  fought  at  Manassas  Junction  and  in  the 
second  battle  of  Bull  Run,  where  their  Colonel  was 
killed  upon  the  field,  together  with  many  other 
otiicers.  They  were  next  at  Chantilly,  Va.,  where 
the  gallant  General,  Phil  Kearney,  breathed  his 
last  upon  the  battle-field.  Their  next  move  was 
on  to  Washington,  D.  C,  where  they  were  placed 
among  the  fortifications  around  Arlington  Heights, 
the  regiment  being  so  crippled  by  losses  that  it  was 
not  thought  best  they  should  engage  in  the  Atlanta 
campaign.  Thej'  w-ere  afterward,  however,  ordered 
to  Virginia,  where  Mr.  Williams  partipated  in  the 
battles  of  Fredericksburg  and  Chancellorsville,  and 
met  the  rebels  at  Gettysburg,  P.a.  In  the  distribu- 
tion of  the  Kearney  medal  of  honor,  given  those 
who  distinguished  themselves  in  the  memorable 
engagement  at  Chancellorsville,  Mr.  Williams  re- 
ceived one  of  the  twenty  coveted  prizes  struck  off 
by  the  War  Department,  and  it  is  hardly  necessary 
to  say  it  will  be  preserved  by  his  posterity  .as  a 
priceless  relic. 

Until  the  battle  of  Gettysburg  Mr.  Williams  had 
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carried  the  musket  of  a  private,  but  soon  after  this 
was  given  the  commission  of  First  Lieutenant.  His 
regiment  was  subsequently  sent  to  quell  the  draft 
riot  of  1863.  in  New  York  City,  where  they  were 
stationed  about  six  weeks.  Next  his  company 
formed  one  of  the  three  which  were  sent  up  the 
East  River  to  assist  Gen.  Dix  in  the  guarding  of 
2,700  rebels.  Mr.  Williams  states  that  the  story 
of  rebels  suffering  in  Union  prisons  is  untrue,  as 
the  prisoners  had  wholesome  food  and  sufHcienc 
clothing. 

Lieut.  Williams  with  his  regiment  was  later  as- 
signed to  the  Army  of  the  Potomac,  and  afterward 
did  good  service  in  the  battle  of  the  Wilderness, 
where  he  was  wounded  in  the  shoulder,  and  on 
account  of  the  thickly  folded  blanket  which  he 
carried  escaped  fatal  injury.  At  Spottsylvania 
Court  House  his  Captain  was  killed,  and  Lieut.  Will- 
iams was  tendered  a  Captain's  commission  and  at 
once  assumed  command,  leading  the  color  company 
of  the  regiment  through  the  remainder  of  the  battle. 
At  this  engagement  the  colors  were  riddled  by 
forty-five  bullets.  Capt.  Williams  followed  the 
fortunes  of  his  regiment  until  the  close  of  the  war, 
being  thereafter  at  Cold  Harbor,  and  he  was  one 
of  the  first  to  make  the  assault  on  Petersburg,  fol- 
lowing the  rebels  from  there  to  Appomattox  Court 
House,  and  having  the  unspeakable  satisfaction  of 
witnessing  their  surrender.  Capt.  Williams  ex- 
perienced many  hairbreadth  escapes,  and,  in  recall- 
ing the  events  of  that  terrible  time,  often  wonders 
that  he  escaped  with  his  life.  He  received  his 
honorable  discharge  on  the  12th  of  July,  1865,  at 
Jeffersonville,  Ind.,  receiving  the  brevet  of  Major 
after  having  served  four  years.  The  last  year  of 
the  war,  so  great  had  been  the  losses,  four  Indiana 
regiments  were  consolidated  into  one — the  7th, 
14th,  19th  and  20th. 

Upon  his  retirement  from  the  army  Mr.  Will- 
iams sought  his  old  haunts  in  Marshall  County,  Ind., 
where  he  followed  farming  seven  years.  He  had 
in  the  meantime,  Oct.  30,  1866,  been  married  to 
Miss  Martha  J.  Fife,  daughter  of  Thomas  and 
Sarah  (Reed)  Fife,  of  Marshall  County,  Ind.,  and 
who  was  born  there  Feb.  25,  1845.  The  parents  of 
Mrs.  AVilliams  were  natives  of  South  Carolina,  and 
are  now  residents  of  Indiana.     Mr.  and  Mrs.  Will- 


iams spent  the  first  six  years  of  their  wedded  life  in 
Indiaija,  and  in  1872  our  subject  found  his  way  to 
this  State,  and  purchased  104  acres  of  land  on  sec- 
tion 18,  in  Fillej'  Township,  where  he  settled  with 
his  family  as  soon  as  he  could  erect  a  dwelling,  and 
where  they  have  since  lived. 

Mr.  Williams  has  been  fully  as  successful  as  a 
farmer  as  he  was  a  soldier.  Upon  his  arrival  in  this 
township  he  had  been  preceded  by  Mr.  Filley  and 
Mr.  Gale  only,  and  consequently  may  be  named 
among  its  pioneer  citizens.  The  improvements 
upon  his  farm  (a  view  of  which  is  herewith  pre- 
sented) have  been  brought  about  through  his  own 
efforts.  One  year  he  suffered  the  loss  of  his  crops, 
witii  the  exception  of  his  wheat.  In  1876  he  added 
to  his  real  estate  by  the  purch.ase  of  eighty-eight 
acres,  and  now  has  all  that  he  cares  to  operate. 
Mr.  Williams  has  in  all  373  acres,  all  of  which  lie 
in  Filley  Township,  except  eighty  in  Logan  Town- 
ship. 

To  our  subject  and  his  excellent  wife  there  have 
been  born  seven  children,  six  of  whom  are  living, 
namely:  Fannie  L.,  Kate  A.,  Josephine  May,  Clara 
Beatrice,  Arthur  F.  and  J.  Channing.  Mr.  Williams 
and  family  are  connected  with  the  Methodist  Epis- 
copal Church,  at  Filley. 

Mr.  Williams  votes  the  straight  Republican  ticket, 
and  besides  serving  as  County  Commissioner  has 
been  Township  Supervisor  three  years,  and  Director 
in  his  school  district  for  a  period  of  fifteen  years. 
During  the  late  memorable  campaign  he  was  chosen 
by  the  votes  of  his  district  to  represent  it  in  the 
lycgislature  of  the  State.  His  excellent  judgment, 
ripe  experience  and  undoubted  honesty,  will  be  of 
great  value  to  not  only  his  own  immediate  con- 
stituency, but  the  people  of  the  entire  State. 


JOSEPH  B.  LEVIS.  This  gentleman  comes 
of  a  long  line  of  honored  ancestors,  whose 
genealogy  reaches  back  to  the  ''  right  tight 
little  island  across  the  sea,"  and  figures 
somewhat  more  or  less  prominently  in  English  his- 
tory. The  Levis  family  came  from  England  over 
200  years  since,  and  settled  in  what  is  now  Pennsyl- 
vania.    The  father  of  our  subject,  Brinton  Levis, 
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was  boin  in  Chester  Conntj'.  Pii..  about  tlie  year 
1  805.  .and  w.is  tliere  reared  to  manhood  and  .served 
.as  a  yomio:  man  through  the  whole  Mexican  War 
under  Gen.  Lee,  in  the  position  of  Quarterraaster. 
At  the  close  of  the  war  he  returned  to  the  Quaker 
State,  where  he  made  his  home  until  1852,  and  then 
removed  with  his  family  to  Illinois,  settling  in 
Fulton  County,  where  he  w.as  engaged  as  surveyor 
and  school  teacher. 

The  father  of  our  subject  died  in  Illinois,  aged 
eighty-two  j'ears,  in  the  f.ill  of  1837.  He  had  won 
considerable  distinction  during  his  life  and  was  an 
adventurous  spirit.  In  earl}'  boyhood  he  showed 
signs  of  gre.it  precocit}',  accompanied  by  fearless 
daring.  Leaving  his  parents  while  still  a  small  boj', 
he  boarded  a  man-of-war  with  the  intention  of 
serving  as  a  sailor,  but  was  not  received;  being  thus 
deterred  in  his  efforts  and  his  design  frustrated,  he 
managed  to  secure  a  position  as  clerk  upon  a  mer- 
chant vessel,  and  remained  in  the  service  about 
two  years,  in  that  time  circumnavigating  the  globe, 
besides  a  number  of  other  trips.  When  he  enlisted 
in  the  Mexican  War  service  he  with  the  same  fear- 
less spirit  went  forward,  diligent  in  every  duty.  Of 
the  106  men  who  enlisted  at  the  same  time,  in  the 
same  company',  only  five  returned  home,  the  father 
,  of  GUI'  subject  being  one  of  that  number.  In  his 
later  j-ears  he  made  his  home  with  his  son  Joseph 
until  his  death,  which  occurred  in  1887.  The 
maiden  name  of  his  wife,  the  mother  of  our  subject, 
was  Phebe  Ann  Ring,  who  was  born  in  the  year 
1811,  in  Delaware  County,  Pa.,  and  died  on  the  5th 
of  December,  1878.  aged  sixty-seven  years,  four 
months  and  five  days.  She  was  the  mother  of 
eleven  children,  whose  names  appear  in  the  family 
register  as  follows:  Hannah,  William,  Joseph 
Briuton,  Rebecca,  George,  Ada,  Nathaniel,  Martha 
A..  Franklin,  Sarah  J.  and  Mary. 

Our  subject  was  a  debutant  upon  the  stage  of 
life  upon  the  4th  of  March,  1835,  at  Chadd's  Ford, 
Delaware  Co.,  Pa.,  in  the  house  where  Gen.  Wash- 
ington had  his  quarters  prior  to  the  battle  of  Brandy- 
wine.  At  the  age  of  seven  years  he  accompanied 
his  parents  to  their  new  home  in  Custer  County;  at 
fifteen  to  the  State  of  Illinois.  His  education  was 
obtained  in  the  old-fashioned  rate  school.  In  the 
latter  StJite  he  hired  out  by  the  mouth  and  continued 


so  to  do  until  he  arrived  at  the  age  of  thirty-five. 
In  1801  he  made  a  trip  to  Texas,  but  the  war  broke 
out  and  he  was  forced  to  return  to  Illinois.  This 
trij)  was  disastrous  to  liim;  througlioutthe  immedi- 
ately preceding  seven  j'ears  he  h.ad  labored  for  one 
man.  and  in  that  time  w.ns  enabled  to  save  sullicient 
to  purchase  a  herd  of  cattle,  and  .ittemptc'(l  to  move 
with  them  overland  to  the  Lone  Star  State.  But 
for  the  war  and  Spanish  fever  he  would  have  cleared 
a  handsome  profit,  but  under  the  circumstances  it 
was  impossible,  and  all  his  money  having  been 
launched  in  this  venture  it  w.is  the  death  blow  to 
his  hopes  for  the  time;  en  route  he  lost  the  larger 
number  of  them  by  the  Spanish  fever. 

Going  back  to  Illinois  Mr.  Levis  began  life 
anew,  and  worked  for  one  year  by  the  month,  and 
saved  enough  to  purchase  a  team  and  rented  a  farm. 
Upon  the  IGth  of  May.  1872,  he  was  married  to 
Mrs.  Amand.-l  C,  a  daughter  of  Thomas  and  Unity 
(Parker)  Smith.  Her  father  was  born  near  Wheel- 
ing, W.  Va..  her  mother  in  Mohawk  Township, 
Coshocton  Co..  Ohio.  Her  parents  settled  in  the 
latter  State  and  made  it  their  home  until  the  year 
1847,  when  they  removed  to  South  Fulton,  Fulton 
County.  Her  father  was  by  occupation  a  chair, 
cabinet  maker  and  painter.  Upon  his  remov.il  to 
Illinois  he  turned  his  attention  to  farming:  he  is 
still  living,  and  is  aged  eighty-one  years.  The 
mother  of  Mrs.  Levis  died  in  1881,  at  the  ripe  age 
of  sixty-five  years.  They  were  the  parents  of  ten 
children,  whose  names  are  as  herein  recorded : 
Phrjebe  E.,  Amanda  C,  Uriah  C,  Mary  J.,  Hannah 
J.,  Hebron  M.,  Isaiah  L.,  Louis  W.,  James  E.  and 
Ruey  A. 

The  wife  of  our  subject  was  the  second  child  in 
the  above  family,  and  was  born  .Sept.  9,  1835,  in 
Fallsbury  Township,  L.iyton  Co..  Ohio.  She  began 
while  quite  small  to  spin,  weave  and  pull  flax,  ad- 
vancing by  regular  gradation  step  by  step  until  she 
was  enabled  to  perform  any  and  every  part  of  the 
process  between  the  preparation  of  the  raw  material 
and  the  finishing  of  the  garment  ready  for  the 
wearer,  for  in  tliose  days  all  garments,  whether 
woolen  or  linen,  etc.,  were  made  at  home.  Her 
education  was  somewhat  restricted,  owing  to  the 
fact  that  she  was  two  miles  from  the  nearest  school- 
house,  and  frequently  it  was  impossible  to  traverse 
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the  path  that  led  thereto.  At  an  early  age  she 
began  to  work  out  as  a  means  of  support,  and  was 
the  fashioner  of  her  life  experience.  She  was 
married  to  Moses  Robertson,  of  Indiana,  and  by 
that  union  became  the  mother  of  one  child,  Elviana, 
who  is  since  deceased.  She  was  afterward  married 
to  James  W.  Boyd,  and  presented  him  with  two 
sons:  James  F.,  who  is  now  in  Johnson  County', 
Neb.,  and  George  W.,  deceased.  Her  third  mar- 
riage was  with  our  subject.  Their  family  numbered 
two  children:  Annetta,  deceased,  and  Lenora  M., 
who  resides  at  home  and  is  attending  school. 

In  1865  Mr.  Boyd  and  his  wife  (now  Mrs.  Levis) 
heard  the  report  of  the  remarkable  work  done  in 
the  Idaho  gold  mines  and  the  success  there  possible, 
and  accordingly  made  it  convenient  to  journey 
thither  in  the  hope  of  bettering  their  position. 
They  settled  in  the*vicinity  of  Boise  City;  for  some 
time  they  had  realized  that  their  portemoonaie  had 
been  in  a  state  of  chronic  decline,  and  upon  arrival 
it  was  to  them  an  aching  void  that  demanded  im- 
mediate strenuous  efforts  to  fill.  This  they  accord- 
ingly set  about  at  once,  Mr.  Boyd  in  the  mines, 
his  wife  as  cook  for  the  miners,  for  which  she  re- 
ceived 170  a  month.  Mr.  Boyd  also  took  up 
a  timber  claim  and  kept  it  for  a  short  time,  and 
then  sold  his  privilege,  returning  to  Illinois  via 
Salt  Lake  City,  of  which  place  Mrs.  Levis'  recol- 
lections are  most  vivid.  The  financial  outcome  of 
this  trip  over  and  above  all  expenses  connected 
with  their  return  journey,  was  the  munificent  sum 
of  $15,000  in  "dust." 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Levis  remained  in  Illinois  about 
four  years  after  their  marriage,  but  came  to  this 
State  and  settled  in  Nemaha  Township  in  1880, 
and  to  tlieir  present  home  in  1883.  Our  subject  is 
the  owner  of  160  acres  of  excellent  land  and  twenty 
head  of  cattle.  In  all  he  operates  320  acres,  and  is 
recognized  as  one  of  the  leading  and  most  success- 
ful farmers  of  his  district.  He  is  a  prominent 
member  of  the  Farmers'  Alliance,  and  one  of  its 
energetic  and  strong  supporters.  For  about  three 
years  he  has  been  School  Moderator,  discharging 
the  duties  of  that  office  with  satisfaction  to  all  con- 
cerned. In  political  matters  he  is  strongly  in  favor 
of  the  present  administration,  and  usually  votes  and 
works  in  the  interests  of  the  Democratic  party. 


Mrs.  Levis  is  a  member  in  good  standing  of  the 
Christian  Church  at  Hooker,  and  is  considered 
among  its  most  devout  and  consistent  members. 
She  is  one  of  the  charter  members  of  the  cause  at 
that  place.  In  the  community  Mr.  and  Mrs.  L.  are 
held  in  the  highest  estimation  on  account  of  their 
personal  worth,  as  well  as  their  success,  which  has 
been  signal  in  view  of  all  the  adverse  circum- 
stances encountered. 
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JOHN  POSTLEWAIT  is  an  old  Virginian,  a 
son  of  Joseph  Postlewait,  and  a  native  of 
Monongalia  County,  Va.  His  mother  was 
Margret  Gleason,  who  was  a  native  of  Prince 
George  County,  Md.,  and  by  their  marriage  they  had 
a  family  of  ten  children,  of  whom  our  subject  was 
the  third.  His  father  died  in  Ohio,  and  his  mother 
in  Burlington,  Iowa.  The  gentleman  of  whom  we 
write  was  born  on  the  3d  of  July,  1820,  and  when 
he  was  two  years  old  his  parents  went  to  Licking 
County,  Ohio,  where   he   remained   until  the  year 

1853,  when  he  went  to*Burlington,  Iowa.  In  that 
city  he  was  engaged  in  shipiiing  and  feeding  stock 
and  buying  grain,  and  in  that  business  continued 
until  1861,  when  he  returned  to  Ohio.  In  1866  he. 
again  went  to  Burlington,  and  in  1871  toOttumwa, 
Iowa,  at  which  place  he  engaged  in  mining  until 
1884. 

In  the  spring  of  1884  our  subject  came  to  this 
State,  and  resided  for  about  six  months  in  Odell, 
afterward  moving  to  his  farm,  consisting  of  120 
acres  on  section  10,  Glenwood  Township.  He  has 
made  fair  improvements  on  it,  and  is  pleasantly  sit- 
uated in  one  of  the  happiest  of  homes.  The  main 
line  of  the  Burlington  &  Missouri  River  Railroad, 
from  Kansas  City  to  Denver,  passes  through  his 
farm,  and  within  four  rods  from  his  house.  He  was 
married  in  Pennsylvania,  on  the  5tli  of  September, 

1854,  to  Matilda  F.  Craft,  who  was  born  in  Union- 
town,  Pa.,  on  the  7th  of  October,  1830.  Mrs. 
Postlewait  is  a  daughter  of  George  and  Eliza  (Work- 
man) Craft,  both  of  whom  died  in  Ohio,  having 
reared  a  family  of  ten  children,  of  whom  the  wife 
of  our  subject  was  the  sixth.  By  this  marriage  our 
subject  and    hjs  wife  have  become  the   parents   of    ^ 
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two  children — George  C.  and  Henry  J.  Henry  J. 
(lied  in  Ottuinwa,  Iowa,  when  he  was  fifteen  years 
old,  and  George  C.  is  a  resident  of  Glen  wood  Town- 
ship, and  resides  with  his  parents. 

While  living  in  Ottumwa,  Iowa,  Mr.  P.  was  one 
of  the  County  Commissioners,  and  he  was  also  a 
candidate  for  the  State  Senate,  having  been  defeated 
by  the  Republican  candidate  by  but  a  few  votes  in 
a  Republican  district,  which  speaks  well  for  his 
popularity.  Since  his  arrival  in  this  county  he  has 
held  the  office  of  Treasurer  in  his  township,  and  is 
regarded  as  one  of  the  truly  representative  men  of 
this  section.  He  is  a  Democrat  in  politics,  and  is 
an  enterprising  business  man.  He  and  his  wife  are 
membei-s  of  the  Catholic  Church.  They  took  a 
nephew,  Gilbert  G.  Postlewait,  to  their  home  when 
he  was  two  and  a  half  years  old,  and  as  his  foster- 
parents,  they  have  regarded  him  as  oue  of  their  own 
children.  Mrs.  Postlewait  is  an  accomplished  and 
intelligent  lady ;  in  her  home  she  is  an  admirable 
wife  and  mother,  and  in  the  circles  of  society  her 
amiability  and  charming  manners  have  won  for  lier 
a  host  of  friends  and  admirers. 


eHARLES  ZIEGENHAIN  takes  rank  among 
the  skilled  and  scientific  farmers  of  Lincoln 
Township,  where  he  has  a  fine  farm  of 
eighty  acres  on  section  16,  all  in  a  splendid  state  of 
cultivation,  well  supplied  with  substantial  buildings, 
and  lying  just  outside  the  corporation  of  the  vil- 
lage of  Ellis.  He  has  been  a  resident  of  this  State 
since  1877,  and  for  a  few  years  he  rented  a  farm 
and  assumed  the  management  of  it,  at  which  he  was 
so  successful  that  he  was  soon  enabled  to  purchase 
a  farm  of  his  own.  In  1882  he  secured  his  present 
farm,  and  since  that  time  he  has  made  most  of  the 
improvements  on  it,  showing  by  his  excellent  judg- 
ment in  the  construction  of  the  buildings  and  the 
general  thrifty  appearance  of  the  place  his  knowl- 
edge of  agricultural  arts,  and  his  abilitj-  to  practice 
them.  Previous  to  his  residence  here  he  had  made 
his  home  in  Ta3'Ior  County,  Iowa,  to  which  place 
he  had  gone  from  McLean  County,  III.  He  made 
his  home  in  the  latter  place  from  the  year  18G7  to 
1876,  engaged  in  farming,  as  he  h.as  since  been. 


Our  subject  was  born  at  Frankfort  on  the  Main, 
Germany,  on  the  21st  of  July,  182,0.  His  parents, 
John  and  Magdalena  (Fischer)  Ziegenlmin.  were 
also  natives  of  the  same  country,  and  of  pure  Gor- 
man ancestry.  In  1833  they  came  to  tlie  United 
States,  and  died  on  the  way  from  New  Orleans  to 
St.  Louis,  in  the  same  year,  the  father  at  the  age  of 
forty  years,  and  the  mother  when  thirt^'-nine years 
old.  Our  subject  was  but  eight  j'ears  old  when  he 
came  with  his  parents  lo  this  country,  and  after  his 
double  bereavement  he  returned  to  his  native 
country  to  make  his  home  among  the  family  rela- 
tives and  friends.  He  was  there  educated  in  his 
native  tongue,  and  was  early  taught  to  depend  upon 
his  own  labor  for  his  maintenance,  thus  earl}'  de- 
veloping the  quality  of  self-reliance,  without  which 
very  few  people  achieve  success  in  life. 

In  his  native  country  our  subject  met  and  mar- 
ried Miss  Anna  E.  Doonbrack,  who  was  a  native  of 
Bremen,  and  had  spent  all  her  life  there  previous  to 
her  marriage,  after  which  she  came  with  her  hus- 
band to  the  United  States,  and  died  in  1876  at  her 
home  in  McLean  County,  111.  She  was  then  aged 
fifty-three  years,  and  was  the  mother  of  six  chikken, 
one  of  whom,  named  Mary,  died  in  Iowa,  when  she 
was  twenty  years  old.  Of  the  children  who  survive 
we  have  the  following  record:  John  is  in  Blooni- 
ington.  111.;  Herman  married  Miss  Amanda  Schello, 
and  resitles  in  Gage  County ;  Lizzie  is  the  wife  of 
Charles  McQueen,  and  makes  her  home  in  Gage 
County;  William  was  educated  in  the  college  at 
Springfield,  111.,  and  is  a  minister  in  the  Luliieran 
Church,  at  St.  Louis,  Mich.,  and  Charles  resides  in 
Gage  County.  All  the  children  have  received  good 
educations,  and  are  prospering  well  in  their  dilTcrent 
vocations. 

Mr.  Ziegenhain  was  a  second  time  married,  in 
Beatrice,  to  Mrs.  Rosa  .Schmidt,  nee  Groser,  who  was 
born  in  Saxony,  Germany,  and  when  she  was  a  girl 
came  alone  to  America.  She  was  first  married  in 
Pennsylvania,  whereafter  a  time  her  husband  died, 
leaving  her  with  three  children,  named  August, 
Fred  and  Edward,  all  of  whom  are  yet  single.  Our 
subject  and  his  wife  are  well-known  and  active 
members  of  society,  who  number  among  their 
friends  the  best  and  most  influential  citizens  of  the 
community,   and    have  taken  a  warm  and    active 


•^»- 


•►Hl^^^ 


•►-11: 


620 


GAGE  COUNTY. 


•Mk 


interest  in  the  Lutheran  Church,  of  Blakely  Town- 
ship, whose  cause  and  the  cause  of  religion  they 
have  been  laboring  to  promote.  Our  subject  is  a 
■well-informed  and  ardent  Republican  in  politics, 
and  is  highly  esteemed  as  a  business  man  and  loyal 
citizen. 

^  ,  OBERT  KYD.  In  the  following  sketch  is 
presented  an  outline  of  one  whose  experi- 
ence of  life  is  many-sided,  and  if  opportu- 
i^nity  offered  would  present  many  chapters  of 
fbiug  interest,  and  not  a  little  of  instruction. 
Our  subject  was  born  at  Dungiven,  County  London- 
derry, Ireland,  Sept.  2,  1830.  He  is  the  son  of 
Robert  and  Elizabeth  Kyd,  natives  of  the  same 
place.  He  left  Ireland  April  7,  1848,  and  arrived 
at  New  York  May  11.  He  had  served  two  years  as 
an  apprentice  at  carriage-making  when  a  boy  in 
Ireland,  and  worked  for  a  few  months  in  a  wagon 
and  wheelwright  shop  in  New  York  until  the  fall  of 
1849,  when  he  went  to  New  Orleans,  and  superin- 
tended the  loading  and  running  of  flatboats  from 
that  city  U)  the  lower  coast  until  the  spring  of  1850, 
when  he  went  to  Cincinnati.  In  that  city  he  con- 
tinued to  make  his  home  until  1884,  and  worked 
upon  the  canal  boats  for  some  time,  and  then 
bought  an  interest  in  a  boat,  and  for  the  next 
twelve  years  continued  to  run  as  a  canal  boat  Cap- 
tain, at  one  time  owning  as  many  as  three  boats. 

In  the  late  war  our  subject  was  Captain  of  Com- 
pany B,  of  the  Fremont  Guards  of  Ohio,  for  four 
months,  and  they  were  upon  guard  duty  for  the 
larger  part  of  tlie  time.  Subsequently  for  five  years 
he  served  in  the  National  Guards,  as  Captain  of  the 
same  company,  8th  Regiment,  Col.  S.  S.  Fisher.  In 
1884  he  came  to  this  county,  and  in  the  month  of 
February  of  that  year  settled  where  he  now  resides. 
He  is  the  owner  of  280  acres  of  land,  whicli  he  oc- 
cupies in  general  farming  and  stock-raising.  In  the 
latter  department  he  gives  attention  almost  solely 
to  graded  stock  of  the  higher  orders,  and  is  verj- 
particular  concerning  their  surroundings  and  treat- 
ment. 

Upon  the  28th  of  February,  1861 ,  our  subject 
and  Miss  Mary  Martin  were  joined  in   holy  matri- 


mony, and  their  union  has  been  fruitful  in  the  birth 
of  five  children,  four  of  whom  are  still  living. 
Their  names  are  recorded  as  follows:  Annie  (de- 
ceased in  infancy);  William  J.,  engaged  as  topog- 
rapher for  the  Union  Pacific  Engineering  Corps ; 
Robert  R.,  James  H.  and  Annie  E..  all  of  whom  are 
unmarried.  Mrs.  Kyd  is  the  daughter  of  Matthew 
and  Elizabeth  Martin,  and  was  born  at  Stranorlar, 
County  Donegal,  Ireland,  on  the  5th  of  February, 
1 835.  Her  parents  were  natives  respectively  of  Scot- 
land and  Ireland,  and  were  residents  of  Stranorlar, 
but  are  now  deceased. 

While  a  resident  of  Cincinnati  our  subject  was 
for  fifteen  years  Captain  of  the  guard  of  the  work- 
house, and  also  helped  the  Sheriff  of  that  place  in 
his  duties  through  the  terms  of  the  District  Court. 
He  has  at  all  times  taken  a  very  deep  interest  in 
educational  matters,  and  those  enterprises  that  were 
for  the  advancement  of  the  interests  of  the  rising 
generation.  He  has  been  successful  in  building 
here  perhaps  the  finest  country  school-house  in  the 
entire  county.  Mr.  Kyd  has  given  to  his  children 
the  best  High  School  education  the  city  of  Cincin- 
nati afforded,  and  is  proud  of  the  fact  that  his  son 
William  took  the  third  prize  for  drawing  at  the 
general  examination  of  the  Cincinnati  public  school 
in  the  year  1876,  the  lad  being  then  but  twelve  years 
of  age. 

Our  subject  stands  high  in  the  Masonic  fraternity, 
with  which  he  has  been  connected  for  thirty  years. 
He  has  received  all  the  degrees,  from  that  of  En- 
tered Apprentice  to  Knight  Templar  inclusive,  and 
in  Lodge,  Chapter  and  Commandery  is  highly 
esteemed  by  his  fellow-members,  as  he  is  also  by 
the  community  at  large. 


jWi\  ICHAEL  KNOCHEL  has  resided  foi  eight 
jj  \V  years  on  his  present  farm,  consisting  of  160 
I  w  acres  of  good  land  on  section  24,  Lincoln 
*  Township,  on  which    he    has    made    many 

improvements.  For  ten  years  previous  to  his  resi- 
dence here  he  was  engaged  in  farming  in  Logan 
County,  111.,  where  he  had  met  with  good  success, 
but  not  so  much  as  his  ambition  led  him  to  expect. 
He  was  born    in  the  Rhine  Province,  Germany,  on 
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the  1st  of  November,  1833,  and  is  of  pure  German 
ancestry,  his  fatlier,  Michael  Knoehel,  being  a  native 
of  the  same  country,  and  uniting  himself  in  mar- 
riage with  a  German  lady  named  Elizabeth  Stout. 
The  parents  lived  in  tiieir  native  country  until  they 
had  gathered  about  them  a  family  of  twelve  chil- 
dren, seven  sons  and  five  daughters,  after  which 
thej-  came  to  the  United  States  and  made  their 
home  in  Erie  County,  Pa.,  in  1853,  just  one  year 
after  their  son,  our  subject,  had  come.  The  family 
were  bereaved  of  their  father  in  18G8.  when  he  was 
about  sixty-one  years  old,  but  the  mother  is  still 
living  in  Erie  County,  Pa.,  and  is  now  eiglity-flve 
years  old,  still  retaining  all  her  faculties,  and  quite 
active  for  one  of  her  advanced  age. 

Our  subject  was  educated  in  his  native  tongue  in 
Germany,  and  in  18o2  came  alone  to  the  United 
States,  making  his  home  in  Erie  County,  Pa.,  where 
he  began  life  as  a  farm  laborer.  There  he  spent 
the  next  twenty  years  of  his  life,  having  in  the 
meantime  married,  on  the  20th  of  October,  ISoT; 
Miss  Mary  Page,  who  was  also  born  in  the  Rhine 
Province,  Germany,  on  the  2Gth  of  March,  1832- 
Her  parents,  Ludivich  and  Barbara  Page,  lived  and 
died  in  Germany.  When  she  was  a  young  woman 
she  came  alone  to  the  United  States  and  became 
the  wife  of  our  subject.  Since  their  marriage  they 
have  labored  in  unison,  and  have  together  endured 
many  hardships  in  the  endeavor  to  make  and  save 
a  competence  for  their  later  days.  Our  subject 
worked  for  sixteen  years  in  a  sawmill  in  Pennsyl- 
vania, and  since  his  removal  to  this  State  he  has 
prospered  well,  and  has  reaped  the  reward  which 
seldom  fails  to  come  to  those  who  exercise  the 
sterling  qualities  of  manhood,  industry  and  per- 
severance. Their  farm  has  been  improved  by  good 
buildings  and  fences,  and  its  fertility  increased  so 
that  it  is  in  a  condition  to  bring  forth  abundant 
harvests,  and  repay  the  owner  for  the  great  labor 
he  has  expended  on  it. 

To  the  pleasant  home  which  has  been  prepared 
by  the  considerate  parents  have  come  six  children, 
named:  Wendel,  Kate,  Grace,  Barbara,  George 
and  Valentine;  all  are  at    home  with  their  parents. 

Mr.  And  Mrs.  Knocliel  and  family  are  member.-,  of 
the  German  Catholic  Church,  and  as  is  characteristic 
of  the  adherents  of  that  organization,  they  are  devout 
*-i* ^ 


in  their  religious  duties  and  industrious  in  their  daily 
vocations.  The  former  affiliates  with  the  Democratic 
party  in  politics,  and  is  a  highly  osLeenied  member 
of  society  in  his  community,  having  won  the  re- 
spect and  friendship  of  those  with  whom  he  comes 
in  contact  by  his  display  and  evident  possession  of 
the  admirable  qualities  of  manhood. 


•^»^<^^^' 


jIL^ON.  IIIRAM  VVADSWORTH  PARKER, 
iJTjV  one  of  the  capitalists  and  prominent  busi- 
t4\^  ness  men  of  Beatrice,  is  of  New  England 
1^)  birth  and  parentage,  his  native  place  being 
the  town  of  Oakham,  Worcester  Co.,  Mass.,  where 
he  first  opened  his  eyes  to  the  light  Dec.  17,  1827. 
His  father,  Luke  Parker,  also  a  native  of  the  Bay 
State,  was  born  in  17'JO,  and  married  Miss  Tamar 
Hastings. 

The  Parker  family  was  first  represented  in  Massa- 
chusetts, probably  during  the  Colonial  days.  They 
were  of  English  ancestry,  and  Luke,  the  father  of 
our  subject,  was  a  tanner  by  trade.  Hiram  W. 
about  1834  removed  with  his  parents  to  Athens 
County,  Ohio,  where  they  lived  three  years,  and 
where  the  father  followed  his  trade.  Thence  they 
removed  to  Chillicolhe,  where  our  subject  com- 
pleted his  education  at  an  early  age.  When  a  lad 
of  fourteen  he  entered  the  oflice  of  the  Scioto  Ga- 
zette, the  oldest  paper  in  the  Buckeye  State,  and 
served  an  apprenticeship  of  seven  years  at  the 
printers'  trade.  He  next  held  a  position  in  the  of- 
fice of  the  Ancient  Metropolis,  which  was  then 
under  the  control  of  George  Armstrong,  a  resident 
of  Omaha.  Heve  he  remained  two  years.  In  1848 
he  proceeded  to  the  city  of  Columbus,  becoming 
an  employe  of  the  Ohio  State  Journal,  then  under 
the  editorial  charge  of  W.  B.  Thrall  and  Henry 
Reed.  In  1850  Mr.  Parker  left  Columbus  and  es- 
tablished the  Ironton  Register,  in  Lawrence  County, 
Ohio,  which  he  conducted  until  1858.  He  then 
disposed  of  the  office  and  its  appurtenances  to  R. 
N.  Stimpson,  who  was  subsequently  editor  of  the 
Marietta  Register. 

In  the  fall  of  1857  Mr.  Parker  visited  Nebraska 
and  determined  upon  his  future  location.  A  year 
later  he  took  up  his  residence  seven  miles  north  of 


•►Hl^^^ 


622 


GAGE  COUNTY. 


the  present  site  of  Beatrice,  and  there  resided  until 
the  spring  of  1865.  Thence  he  removed  to  the 
southern  part  of  Seward  County,  and  purchasing 
land  laid  out  the  town  of  Camden,  erected  a  saw- 
mill, and  made  general  preparations  to  establish 
himself  in  business.  Two  years  later  he  had  a 
flouring-mill  in  operation,  a  large  building  with  two 
run  of  buhrs.  This  proved  the  nucleus  around 
which  a  goodly  number  of  emigrants  gathered  and 
liuilt  up  their  homes.  The  Burlington  &  Missouri 
River  Railroad  in  Nebraska,  having  left  the  em- 
bryo town  some  six  miles  north,  resulted  in  the 
paralyzing  of  its  city  pretensions,  but  Its  agricult- 
ural and  water  privileges,  among  the  best  in  the 
State, received  ample  recognition,  and  had  the  effect 
to  keep  there  a  class  of  intelligent  and  progressive 
men. 

.  Mr.  Parker  upon  coming  to  this  section  of 
country  was  at  once  recognized  as  a  valued  addition 
to  its  farming  and  business  interests,  and  as  a  man 
eminently  fitted  to  hold  responsible  positions.  In 
the  fall  of  1860  he  was  elected  to  represent  the 
counties  of  Johnson,  Gage  and  Clay  in  the  Territo- 
rial Legislature,  and  later  was  elected  County  Judge 
under  the  old  Territorial  law.  He  also  served  as 
County  Clerk  and  Postmaster,  besides  acting  as 
Commissioner  of  Seward  County  for  a  term  of 
three  years.  In  1871  he  was  solicited  to  accept  the 
nomination  for  Secretary  of  State,  but  after  the  first 
ballot  withdrew  his  name.  That  same  year  he  was 
elected  as  a  delegate  to  the  Constitutional  Conven- 
tion at  Lincoln,  and  was  also  appointed  Register  of 
the  United  States  Land  Office  at  Beatrice,  which 
position  he  held  for  a  period  of  thirteen  years, 
under  the  administrations  of  Grant,  Garfield  and 
Arthur. 

In  1852,  while  a  resident  of  Ohio,  Mr.  Parker 
was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Alniira  T.  Dole, 
of  Portsmouth,  Ohio,  and  a  graduate  of  Grand 
River  Institute,  in  Ashtabula  County.  They  spent 
the  first  six  years  of  their  wedded  life  in  Ohio. 
They  are  now  the  parents  of  four  children,  but  two 
of  whom  are  living,  viz:  Frank  H.,  who  is  married 
and  a  resident  of  Santa  Cruz,  Cal. ;  Louis  C.  con- 
tinues at  home  with  his  parents;  the  two  deceased 
sons  were  Charles  D.  and  Eddie  H. 

Mr.   Parker  assisted   in  the  organization  of  the 


First  National  Bank,  of  which  he  has  been  Vice 
President  and  Director,  and  he  is  now  a  stockholder 
and  Director  in  the  Beatrice  National  Bank.  He  is 
President  of  the  Beatrice  Canning  Factory  and  of 
the  Beatrice  Sewer  Pipe  Works.  Socially,  he  be- 
longs to  the  Masonic  fraternity,  being  a  member  of 
Beatrice  Lodge  No.  26,  and  in  the  I.  O.  O.  F.  was 
Grand  Master  of  the  State.  For  a  period  of  nine 
years  he  has  been  a  member  of  the  School  Board, 
and  has  served  as  a  member  of  the  City  Council. 
He  was  one  of  the  principal  movers  and  a  stock- 
holder in  the  erection  of  the  Masonic  Temple  and 
the  post-office  building,  which  structures  are  a  great 
credit  to  the  city,  being  ornamental  as  well  as  use- 
ful. The  fine  brick  residence  occupied  by  the 
family  was  erected  in  1885,  and  is  situated  in  a 
commanding  position  in  the  western  part  of  the 
city.  It  is  handsomely  finished  and  furnished,  and 
its  inmates  enjoy  the  friendship  of  a  large  circle  of 
acquaintances,  composed  of  the  cultivated  element 
of  the  community.  Mr.  Parker  cast  his  first  Presi- 
dential vote  for  Gen.  Winfield  Scott,  and  gives  his 
support  to  Republican  principles. 


Vw)OSlAH  M.  RUMBAUGH   has  retired  from 
{||    active 
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'e  business  life  and  is  now  enjoying  tlie 
comfort  and  seclusion  of  his  pleasant  and 
attractive  home  in  Blue  Springs.  He  was 
born  in  Westmoreland  County,  Pa.,  on  the  16th 
of  August,  1839,  his  birthplace  being  one  mile 
north  of  Greensburg,  and  he  is  a  son  of  Henry  and 
Susanna  Rumbaugh,  who  were  natives  of  Armstrong 
County,  of  the  same  State.  His  father  was  a  son 
of  Henry  Rumbaugli,  an  officer  in  the  Revolution- 
ary War,  in  which  he  distinguished  himself  as  an 
able  .advocate  of  American  freedom  and  liberty. 
The  father  died  in  the  year  1871,  when  he  was 
seventy-two  years  old,  and  the  mother  in  1874,  at 
the  age  of  seventy-two  years.  Our  subject  spent 
his  early  life  in  his  native  county,  engaged  in  the 
variuos  duties  of  a  farm  life,  and  received  his  edu- 
cation, which  was  a  thorough  one,  in  the  Greensburg 
Academy. 

At  the  beginning  of  the  civil  difficulties  which  so 
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destroyeil  tlie  peace  ami  [H'ospcrity  of  the  country, 
vm-  subject  hastened  to  ofifcr  his  assistance,  with 
that  of  thousands  of  other  brave  men,  and  enlisted 
in  Company  I,  Uth  Pennsylvania  Infantry.  He 
participated  in  tlie  battles  of  Rappahannock  Sta- 
tion, Tiioroughfare  Gap.  Warrenton,  Second  Bnll 
Run  and  others.  In  the  second  battle  at  Bull 
Run  he  w.as  wounded  in  such  a  manner  that  he  was 
unable  to  continue  his  service,  and  was  conse- 
quently honorably  discharged  because  of  disability. 
After  the  war  he  went  into  the  oil  region  of  West 
Virginia,  and  for  three  j-ears  was  superintendent  of 
an  extensive  oil  prospecting  and  speculating  com- 
pany. In  the  fall  of  1867  he  went  to  Saginaw, 
Mich.,  where  he  worked  at  the  carpenter  trade  for 
one  year,  thence  to  Adams  County,  III.,  in  the 
spring  of  1869,  and  in  1870  he  engaged  in  the  mer- 
cantile business  in  Ursa,  twelve  miles  north  of 
Quincy. 

In  February.  1880,  our  subject  came  to  Blue 
Springs,  where  he  has  since  resided,  and  engaged 
in  the  lumber  business  until  1886,  at  which  time 
he  sold  out  his  interest  in  the  business,  and  retired 
from  active  life,  having  accumulated  a  competence 
which  enables  him  to  live  in  very  comfortable  cir- 
cumstances. On  the  17th  of  September,  1872,  he 
was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Belle  Turner,  a 
daughter  of  Edwin  and  Ellen  Turner,  who  are  na- 
tives of  Massachusetts.  Mrs.  Rumbaugh  was  born 
in  Wayne  County,  111.,  on  the  8th  of  September, 
184.T,  and  is  an  accomplished  and  intelligent  lady, 
possessing  a  trul}'  refined  and  womanly  disposition, 
well  qualified  to  grace  her  pleasant  home  and  her 
prominent  position  in  society.  She  is  the  mother 
of  four  children,  named  Alice  L.,  Clarence  (de- 
ceased), Winnie  and  Clyde,  who  have  been  the  re- 
cipients of  her  kindest  and  most  tendt.r  care. 

Our  subject  bears  the  honor  of  having  been 
elected  the  first  Mayor  of  Blue  Springs,  in  which 
capacity  he  served  with  much  credit  to  himself  and 
general  satisfaction  to  the  public.  Previous  to  his 
election  as  Mayor  he  was  a  member  of  the  Town 
Board  for  two  years,  and  was  the  mover  and  insti- 
gator of  many  of  the  improvements  which  have 
taken  place  in  his  city.  Socially,  he  is  a  member 
in  good  standing  of  the  Masonic  fraternity,  and 
his  honorsible  war  career  entitles  him   to  member- 


sliip  in  the  G.  A.  R.,  Rawlins  Post  No.  3,).  He 
and  his  wife  are  influential  members  of  the  Presby- 
terian Church,  and  are  among  the  well-known  so- 
ciety people,  enjo^'ing  the  esteem  and  friendship  of 
a  host  of  acquaintances. 
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AMES   KERR,  Jii.     One  of  the  most  beauii- 

Jful  and  extensive  stock  farms  of  Filley 
Township  is  owned  and  oi)erated  by  the  sub- 
ject of  this  sketch.  The  greater  part  of  it 
lies  on  section  22,  and  is  in  grass,  being  entirely 
devoted  to  the  raising  of  cattle  and  hogs.  By  a 
life  of  industry  Mr.  Kerr  has  accumulated  a  gener- 
ous share  of  this  world's  goods,  and  his  career  has 
been  that  which  has  gained  him  the  respect  and 
confidence  of  his  fellowmen. 

Our  subject  is  of  substantial  Scotch  ancestry,  his 
father,  also  James  by  name,  having  been  born  in 
the  '■  land  of  the  thistle."  He  emigrated  to  America 
in  early  life,  settling  first  in  the  Dominion  of  Can- 
ada. Thence  he  emigrated  to  Ford  County,  III, 
where  he  still  resides.  He  carried  on  stock  farming 
quite  extensively  at  one  time,  but  is  now  living 
more  retired  from  active  labor.  His  wife,  Mrs. 
Rebecca  Kerr,  the  mother  of  our  subject,  like  her 
husband  a  native  of  Scotland,  died  some  years  ago 
in  Illinois.  Their  family  consisted  of  ten  children, 
five  sons  and  five  daughters,  only  five  of  whom  are 
living:  Elizabeth  is  married  and  lives  in  Pennsyl- 
vania; Mary  is  the  wife  of  J.  E.  Bennett,  also  of 
the  Keystone  State;  Margaret,  Mrs.  Knight,  is  a 
resident  of  Los  Angeles,  Cal.;  Andrew  is  farming 
in  this  county. 

James  Kerr,  Jr.,  was  born  in  Upper  Canada  on 
the  29th  of  June,  1845,  and  there  received  his 
primary  education.  He  left  home  at  the  age  of 
fourteen  years,  and  proceeding  to  New  York  State, 
remained  about  two  years  engaged  in  farming,  and 
upon  pushing  further  westward  to  Illinois,  was  simi- 
larly occupied  another  two  years.  In  1866  he  mi- 
grated to  Colorado,  where  he  became  interested  as 
a  stock  dealer.  He  continued  in  that  section  of 
country  until  1878,  but  during  the  last  six  years  of 
his  stay  there  was  employed  as  the  conductor  of  a 
mule  train  of   forty-two  wagons,  which  transported 
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merchandise  from  Cheyenne  to  Sidnej',  Neb.  These 
wagons  usually  carried  about  eleven  carloads  of 
freight,  and  occupied  from  thirty  to  sixty  days  in 
making  the  trip.  Often  the  Indians  were  trouble- 
some, and  the  train  bad  to  be  guarded  bj'  an  escort 
of  twenty  to  eighty  soldiers.  Often  also  they 
were  compelled  to  "  corral,"  or  form  their  wagons 
in  a  circle,  placing  their  animals  inside,  and  from 
the  breastwork  thus  constructed  hide  themselves 
fi-om  or  engage  in  warfare  with  their  savage  foe. 
Not  infrequently  some  of  his  men  were  killed. 

Mr.  Kerr  was  the  first  man  conducting  a  train  of 
supplies  to  the  Black  Hills,  and  was  renowned  for 
his  courage  and  daring.  In  this  manner  he  traveled 
over  a  large  portion  of  Utah,  Colorado,  Montana, 
Wyoming  and  Western  Nebraska.  The  average 
value  of  a  cargo  thus  transported  was  $50,000,  a 
great  responsibility,  but  Mr.  Kejr  proved  equal  to 
the  task  of  conveying  his  goods  without  loss,  and 
therefore  was  given  a  generous  salary  of  $2,400  per 
year  and  expenses. 

Mr.  Kerr,  in  1878,  having  accumulated  a  snug 
sum  from  his  operations  in  the  farther  West,  made 
his  way  to  this  county  and  prepared  to  establish  a 
permanent  home.  He  was  married,  on  the  26th  of 
February  ofthat  year,  to  Miss  Carrie,  daughter  of 
Harvey  and  Rebecca  Giddings,  who  were  natives 
of  Pennsylvania,  but  came  to  this  State  in  1874. 
Of  this  union  there  was  born  one  child,  a  son,  Ralph, 
who  died  Dec.  7,  1885.  Mrs.  Carrie  Kerr  departed 
this  life  April  22,  1882,  at  the  age  of  twenty-four. 

Our  subject,  in  1883,  was  the  second  time  mar- 
ried, to  Miss  Jennie  Giddings,  a  sister  of  his  first 
wife.  This  lady  was  born  in  Warren  County,  HI., 
April  9,  1860,  and  lived  there  with  her  parents  un- 
til fourteen  years  of  age.  Mr.  Kerr  upon  coming 
to  Nebraska  operated  on  rented  land  for  a  period 
of  three  j'ears.  In  1881  he  purchased  320  acres  on 
section  22,  which  was  then  but  partly  improved. 
He  has  completed  its  cultivation,  put  up  fine  build- 
ings, including  a  $4,000  residence,  and  added  the 
other  appliances  essential  to  the  complete  country 
estate.  In  1885  he  added  160  acres  to  his  first  pur- 
chase, this  latter  lying  on  section  27.  He  rents  out 
200  acres  and  his  stock  operations  occupy  the  bal- 
ance. 

Each  year   Mr.  Kerr  seeks  his  old   haunts  in  the 


Western  country.  In  imagination  he  lives  over  again 
the  wild  scenes  of  his  earlier  days,  his  adventures 
with  the  savage  tribes,  who  are  becoming  subjugated 
bj'  the  advance  of  civilization,  and  the  perils  which 
none  but  a  brave  man  would  have  the  courage  to 
undertake.  He  meddles  very  little  with  political 
matters,  but  his  sympathies  are  with  the  Republican 
party,  and  to  it  he  gives  his  support. 

There  are  in  Gage  County  some  splendid  rural 
residences  and  well-improved  farms.  Foremost 
among  the  number  is  tlie  place  owned  by  Mr.  Kerr. 
A  view  of  it  accompanies  this  brief  sketch  of  the 
owner,  one  of  the  most  enterprising  and  highly  re- 
pected   citizens  of  this  county. 
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^M  LEXANDER  GRAHAM,  who  is  connected 
'&M     with    the    real-estate    office    of   I.    N.  Mc- 
\\i  1    Connell,  of    Beatrice,   was  born   near    the 
^  town  of   Utica,  Licking  Co.,   Ohio,  Aug. 

25,  1845.  He  was  the  sixth  in  a  family  of  eight 
children,  seven  sons  and  one  daughter,  the  offspring 
of  Henry  and  Piety  (Larue)  Graham,  who  were  of 
French  Huguenot  and  Scotch-Irish  stock,  the  father 
a  native  of  Ireland,  and  the  mother  born  near  Win- 
chester, Va.  David,  one  of  the  brothers  of  our 
subject,  fell  on  the  battle-field  at  Chickamauga,  dur- 
ing the  late  war.  Six  of  the  other  children  are  still 
living,  and  residing,  one  in  Kansas,  two  in  Ne- 
braska, and  three  in  Ohio. 

The  father  of  our  subject  was  in  early  life  a 
weaver,  but  afterward  abandoned  his  trade  and  took 
up  farming.  He  emigrated  to  America  when  a 
youth  of  seventeen  years,  and  settled  among  the 
early  pioneers  of  Licking  County,  Ohio.  There  he 
owned  and  operated  a  farm,  and  was  married  in 
1832.  Later  in  life  he  removed  to  Logan  County, 
where  he  spent  his  last  days,  his  death  taking  place 
at  Belief outaine,  in  1857,  when  fifty-seven  years  of 
age,  his  birth  having  occurred  in  Februar3',  1800. 
The  mother  died  Dec.  4,  1864. 

The  boyhood  and  youth  of  our  subject  were 
spent  under  the  parental  roof,  and  he  was  a  little 
lad  of  seven  years  when  his  parents  removed  from 
Licking  to  Logan  County,  Ohio.  Within  the  con- 
fines of  the  latter  he  developed  into  manhood,  and 
m^ 
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upon  emerging  from  tlie  district  school  became  a 
student  at  Geneva  College,  at  Nortliwood,  where  he 
remained  two  ^ears  and  until  the  outbreak  of  the 
Civil  War.  Shortly  after  the  first  call  for  troops 
be  enlisted  in  Company  D,  45th  Ohio  Infantry,  as 
a  private,  and  was  sent  to  the  West,  being  assigned 
to  duty  under  the  command  of  Gen.  Buell.  He 
was  subsequentlj^  under  Gens.  Gordon,  Granger 
and  Burnside.  He  saw  much  of  active  warfare,  be- 
ing present  at  the  seige  of  Knoxville,  and  in  all  the 
battles  of  the  Georgia  campaign.  He  assisted  in 
harrassing  the  enemy  at  Buzzard's  Roost,  during 
the  siege  of  Atlanta,  was  at  Resaca,  Altoona,  and  in 
many  of  the  important  engagements  which  followed. 
On  the  4th  of  July,  1864,  he  was  shot  through  the 
right  leg  by  a  minie  ball,  which  confined  him  in 
tlie  hospital  for  four  months.  After  being  wounded 
lie  did  clerical  duty  at  the  headquarters  of  Gen. 
Ewing  ft)r  a  time,  then  rejoined  his  regiment  at 
Nashville,  and  took  part  in  that  battle.  To  bis 
great  satisfaction  he  was  permitted  to  remain  with 
the  army  until  the  great  conflict  was  ended,  and  he 
was  mustered  out  on  the  12th  of  June,  1865,  at 
Camp  Harker,  Tenn. 

Upon  his  release  from  military  duty,  Mr.  Graham 
returned  to  his  old  haunts  in  Bellefontaine,  Ohio, 
where  he  secured  the  position  of  clerk,  but  not  long 
afterward  re-established  himself  in  the  shoe  trade 
at  Huntsville,  Ohio.  He  sold  out  in  1870  and  ac- 
cepted a  position  with  David  Torrence,  a  shoe  mer- 
chant of  New  York  City,  as  traveling  salesman,  and 
visited  all  the  important  points  in  Ohio  and  Ken- 
tucky at  intervals  until  1872.  He  then  withdrew 
from  this  house  to  accept  a  position  with  the 
Wapakoneta  vSpoke  and  Wheel  Factory,  and  again 
iu  the  capacity  of  salesman  traveled  through  the 
States  of  Ohio,  Indiana,  Wisconsin,  Kansas,  Ne- 
braska, Iowa,  Missouri,  New  York,  Pennsylvania, 
Kentucky,  Tennessee,  Georgia,  Alabama,  Mis- 
sissippi ami  Louisiana.  This  route  occupied  six 
months,  and  he  continued  with  this  house  until 
1877. 

In  August  of  1877  Mr.  Graham  located  iu  Clay 
Center,  Kan.,  where,  departing  somewhat  from  liis 
former  line  of  business,  he  opened  a  cigar  and 
tobacco  store.  From  this  he  withdrew  in  1879, 
and  coming  to  Nebraska,  located  in  Nebraska  City, 


and  1880  found  him  settled  in  Beatrice  and  en- 
gaged in  the  hardware  trade  for  the  following  five 
years,  operating  with  the  firms  of  (i.  F.  King  and 
C.  G.  Dorsey,  two  and  one-half  years  with  each.  In 
1885  he  entered  the  employ  of  tlie  house  with 
which  he  is  now  connected. 

Mr.  Graham  after  becoming  a  resilient  of  Beatrice, 
was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Florence  Merrill, 
the  wedding  taking  place  at  the  home  of  the  bride, 
Oct.  31,  1881.  This  lady  is  the  daughter  of  Chaplin 
H.  and  J.  M.  Merrill,  who  were  natives  of  New 
Hampshire  and  New  York.  Mr.  Merrill  is  deceased; 
Mrs.  M.  is  a  resident  of  Monticello,  Iowa.  Mrs.  G. 
w.as  born  near  Dundee,  111.,  June  18,  1858.  Of 
this  union  there  is  one  child  only,  a  son,  Herbert 
P^ldon.  Mr.  Graham  is  a  stanch  Republican,  and 
Secretary  of  the  Repul>lican  County  Central  Com- 
mittee, and  did  efficient  service  during  the  late 
Presidential  campaign.  He  was  then  elected  a 
member  of  the  Board  of  County  Supervisors,  of 
Gage  County.  He  was  exceedingly  popular,  and 
in  fact,  so  assured  were  the  opponent  party  of  his 
election,  that  they  placed  no  candidate  on  their 
ticket  against  him,  he  therefore  receiving  a  unani- 
mous election. 


JAMES  PACKER  is  the  son  of  Capt.  James 
Packer,  Sr.,  who  was  born  in  1812,  in  Gro- 
ton.  Conn.,  on  the  Mystic  River.  The  father 
of  our  subject  was  the  son  of  Capt.  Packer, 
and  the  grandson  of  Capt.  Eld  ridge  Packer,  who 
figured  conspicuously  in  the  War  of  1812.  He  ac- 
companied his  father  on  his  voyages  on  the  water 
when  he  was  very  young,  and  at  the  age  of  fifteen 
years  he  was  placed  in  command  of  a  Southern  ves- 
sel. He  was  prosperous  in  his  voj'ages.  and  accu- 
mulated a  large  fortune.  In  1837  he  was  united 
in  marriage  with  M.ary  Ann  Appleman,  a  daughter 
of  Capt.  John  Appleman,  and  after  his  marri.age  he 
removed  to  New  York  Cit^',  and  in  company  with 
his  brother  Eldridge  kept  the  City  Hotel  on  Broad- 
way. In  that  enterprise  misfortune  attended  him, 
and  his  hard-earned  wealth  was  swept  away. 

Two  years  after  he  had    suffered   this   loss   the 
father  of  oiu"  subject  returned  to  his  native  place, 
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and  took  command  of  a  vessel  coasting  between 
New  York  and  New  Orleans,  piloting  among  the 
reefs  of  Florida  in  the  effort  to  save  lives  and 
wrecked  cargoes.  In  the  winter  of  1856,  with  none 
but  his  son  James,  our  subject,  on  board  his  vessel, 
while  going  from  Mystic  to  New  York  City,  he  en- 
countered head  winds  and  severely  cold  weather. 
From  their  exposure  they  both  suffered  exceed- 
ingly, and  both  barely  escaped  with  their  lives 
from  death  by  freezing;  and  the  father's  hand  being 
permanently  injured,  he  paid  his  friends  in  Iowa  a 
visit  the  following  summer. 

Capt.  Packer,  Sr.,  was  so  enraptured  with  the 
countrj'  during  his  visit  to  Iowa,  that  he  removed 
with  his  family  to  Clermont  the  next  year.  He 
engaged  in  the  flouring-mill  with  Messrs.  Larrabec 
&  Appleman,  but  soon  left  the  mill  and  removed  to 
his  farm  in  Clayton  Count}-,  on  which  he  had  built  a 
fine  residence.  He  was  ambitious,  and  his  posses- 
sions falling  a  little  short  of  what  he  desired,  and 
being  unable  to  place  his  farm  in  the  condition  he 
wished,  he  resolved  to  again  try  his  fortune  on  the 
sea  in  the  endeavor  to  replenish  his  purse.  Misfort- 
une fell  upon  him,  but  nothing  daunted  he  still 
kept  persevering,  making  an  occasional  visit  to  his 
family  during  the  summer.  On  his  last  voyage, 
while  in  port  at  New  Orleans,  he  was  taken  sick 
with  the  dysentery,  but  urged  on  by  will  force  he 
continued  across  the  Gulf  and  arrived  at  Key  West, 
where  he  was  obliged  to  go  to  the  hospital.  He  did 
not  rally  from  this  illness,  and  died  in  a  far-off 
land,  surrounded  only  by  strangers.  He  was  noted 
for  his  wonderful  energy  and  perseverance,  and 
his  efforts  to  place  his  family  in  affluence,  to  do 
which  he  left  his  home,  and  was  stricken  in  death 
before  he  reached  the  goal  for  which  he  was  striv- 
ing. His  wife,  the  mother  of  our  subject,  is  living 
in  Iowa,  having  reached  the  age  of  seventy-seven 
years.  They  had  a  family  of  five  children,  whose 
names  are:  James,  Gustavus,  Ella,  Maggie  and 
Frederica. 

Our  subject  was  born  in  New  York  City  (in  the 
City  Hotel  kept  by  his  father),  on  the  10th  of  May, 
1840,  and  his  youth  was  spent  in  Mystic,  Conn. 
At  the  age  of  nine  years  he  accompanied  his  father 
on  his  voyages,  and  began  his  duties  on  board  the 
vessel  as  cook,  gradually   working  his  way    up  to 
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the  position  of  Captain.  He  followed  sailing,  off 
and  on,  for  ten  years,  having  taken  charge  of  ships 
as  Captain  for  five  or  six  years,  and  he  understands 
a  mariner's  life  "to  a  T."  His  experience  has  been 
varied,  sometimes  participating  in  the  enjoyment 
of  a  "jolly  time,"  and  sometimes  barely  escaping 
with  his  life  from  the  perils  of  the  sea.  In  1867 
he  went  to  Clayton  County.  Iowa,  where  he  fol- 
lowed the  occupation  of  farming  until  1881,  in 
which  year  he  removed  to  Elm  Township,  this 
county,  and  bought  his  present  farm  of  127  acres 
on  section  21.  He  broke  and  cultivated  all  the 
land,  set  out  orchards  and  fruit  trees,  and  groves 
of  shade  trees,  and  in  various  other  ways  made  fine 
improvements. 

Mr.  Packer  was  married  in  Clermont,  Iowa,  to 
Miss  Julia  Goodrich,  who  was  born  in  Chautauqua 
County,  N.  Y.,  in  1844.  Her  great-grandfather, 
Benjamin  Goodrich,  was  of  English  descent,  and  was 
born  in  1715,  while  his  wife,  Hannah  (Olmstad) 
Goodrich,  was  born  in  1714.  Mrs.  Packer's  grand- 
father was  Enoch  Goodrich,  who  was  born  in  Rens- 
selaer County,  N.  Y.,  in  1764.  He  was  a  physician, 
and  as  a  soldier  participated  in  the  engagements  of 
the  War  of  1812.  His  wife  was  Rebecca  Gall, 
who  was  born  in  the  same  county  in  1769.  The 
parents  of  Mrs.  Packer  were  Charles  and  Rebecca 
(Brownell)  Goodrich,  the  former  of  whom  was  born 
in  Rensselaer  County,  N.  Y.,  in  1799,  and  the  lat- 
ter in  1803.  The  father  was  a  farmer,  and  the  fam- 
ily moved  to  Clermont,  Iowa,  but  his  health  being 
very  poor,  he  and  his  wife  went  East  for  a  visit, 
and  he  died  in  Chautauqua  County  in  1869.  His 
wife  returned  to  Clermont,  in  which  place  she  died 
in  1872.  They  had  seven  children,  whose  names 
were  as  follows:  D.  G.,  Charles  H.  and  Araminta 
(both  deceased),  Caroline,  Cynthia  P.,  Henrietta  and 
Julia  F. 

Our  subject  and  his  wife  have  a  family  of  nine 
children,  whose  names  are  mentioned  with  the  date 
of  their  births,  as  follows:  Charles  J.,  born  Nov. 
11,  1865;  Hiram  ~A.,  March  19,  1869;  James  G., 
Nov.  26,  1871;  William  H.,  Aug.  26,  1874;  Julius 
F.,  Feb.  2,  1876;  Caroline  C,  April  4,  1878;  Edda 
F.,  born  Oct.  4,  1879,  and  died  Aug.  12,  1880,  in 
Clermont;  Walter  C,  born  May  21,  1882,  and  died 
March  18,  1884;  Maggie  Ella  May,  born  June  13, 
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1884.  Cliailes  married  Miss  Minnie  Brat,  and  they 
live  in  Elm  Township,  the  parents  of  one  child, 
William  C. 

Since  our  subject  abandoned  the  life  of  a  sailor 
he  has  given  his  whole  attention  to  farming,  at 
which  he  has  been  unusually  successful,  and  has 
everything  in  verj' excellent  shape.  He  has  been  a 
member  of  the  School  Board  for  five  3'ears,  and  for 
one  year  he  acted  as  Road  Overseer.  In  matters 
of  politics  he  favors  the  Republican  party.  Mrs. 
Packer  is  an  admirable  woman  and  possesses  rare 
qualifications  as  a  wife  and  mother,  and  the  manner 
in  which  she  presides  over  her  well-ordered  and 
happy  home  is  the  outgrowth  of  a  truly  refined  and 
Christian  spirit.  Tlie  family  is  one  of  intelligence, 
and  ranks  high  in  the  community.  A  view  of  Mr. 
Packer's  place  is  presented  in  this  volume. 

E^ELSON  S.  SPENCER.  To  the  intelligent 
III  individual  there  is  a  certain  pleasure  in  fol- 
^  lowing  the  career  of  the  self-made  man, 
noting  his  struggles  and  conflicts,  and  his  final 
victory  over  the  diftlculties  which  beset  life's  way- 
farers. These,  although  they  may  be  diversified  in 
their  character,  are  seldom  absent  from  the  life  of 
any  one  person.  The  subject  of  this  sketch,  a  lead- 
ing architect  of  the  city  of  Beatrice,  has  attained 
to  a  good  position  among  his  fellowmen  soleli^ 
through  his  own  personal  efforts,  having  begun  at 
the  foot  of  the  ladder,  dependent  upon  his  own  re- 
sources. He  is  now  in  the  enjoyment  of  a  com- 
petency, a  handsome  and  comfortable  home,  and 
liosts  of  friends,  whom  he  made  simply  by  the  exer- 
cise of  those  traits  of  character  which  have  com- 
mended themselves  to  their  admiration. 

The  eldest  of  five  children  comprising  the  fam- 
ily of  Aquilla  and  Mary  (Hetler)  Spencer,  our 
subject  was  born  at  Dixon,  Lee  Co.,  III.,  Dec.  3, 
1857.  His  parents  were  natives  of  Center  County, 
Pa.,  and  removed  from  .the  Keystone  State  at  an 
early  period,  pitching  their  tent  among  the  early 
pioneers  of  Illinois.  Aquilla  Spencer  w.as  a  farmer 
by  occupation  and  is  still  living,  making  his  home 
in  Beatrice.  The  mother  entered  upon  her  final 
rest  at  the  homestead  in  September,    1882.     The 
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other  children  of  the  family,  all  of  whom   are  liv- 
ing, are  residents  of  Nebraska  and  Illinois. 

David  Spencer,  the  paternal  grandfather  of  our 
subject,  was  a  native  of  Pennsylvania,  where  he 
spent  the  years  of  his  life.  Grandfather  Nathan 
Hetler  was  of  German  ancestrj',  and  died  in  Illinois 
at  a  ripe  old  age.  Nelson  S.,  our  subject,  passed 
his  boyhood  in  Lee  County,  III,  and  commenced 
his  education  in  the  district  school.  When  a  youth 
of  twenty  years  he  entered  the  Illinois  State  Uni- 
versity at  Champaign,  and  devoted  the  greater  part 
of  his  time  and  attention  to  architecture.  After  a 
five-years  course  he  was  graduated  in  1882,  and 
then  coming  to  Beatrice  entered  upon  his  business 
career  by  opening  an  office,  since  which  time  he  has 
adhered  closely  to  the  profession  in  which  he  takes 
great  pride,  and  in  which  it  cannot  be  denied  that 
he  excels.  He  made  the  plans  of  the  majority  of 
the  finer  business  houses  of  Beatrice,  notable  among 
which  are  the  People's  Bank  building,  the  Beatrice 
High  School  building,  and  others  of  which  the  city 
is  reasonably  proud. 

The  marriage  of  our  subject  with  Miss  Ida  Rush, 
of  Champaign,  111.,  was  celebrated  at  the  home  of 
the  bride,  in  September,  1882.  Mrs.  Spencer  com- 
pleted  her  studies  likewise  in  the  State  University 
of  Illinois,  arrd  there  made  the  acquaintance  of  her 
future  husband.  She  was  born  Oct.  20,  1862,  in 
Ohio,  and  is  the  daughter  of  Clark  and  Catharine 
M.  Rush,  who  were  natives  of  Ohio.  Mrs.  Rush 
died  Oct.  5,  1888.  The  father  still  resides  in  Cham- 
paign. Of  this  union  there  have  been  born  two 
sons — Clifford  R.  and  Charles  B.  The  home  of  the 
Spencers  is  situated  in  the  southeastern  part  of  the 
city,  on  one  of  its  finest  streets,  and  indicates  both 
within  and  without  cultivated  tastes  and  ample 
means. 

Our  subject  put  up  the  Spencer  Block  in  1887. 
Few  persons  passing  through  the  cit}'  of  Beatrice 
fail  to  notice  it.  It  is  three  stories  in  height  above 
the  basement,  and  occupies  an  area  of  46x80  feet. 
The  lower  rooms  are  occupied  as  stores,  and  the 
upper  for  offices.  In  one  of  these  latter  Mr.  Spen- 
cer may  generally  be  found  during  business  hours, 
where  he  has  artiund  him  all  the  paraphernalia  of 
his  i)rofession.  He  receives  orders  from  all  parts 
of  this  and  adjoining  counties.      He  has  invested  a 
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part  of  liis  oajiital  in  a  drug-store  at  Beatrice.  He 
also  owns  a  planing-mill  at  Blue  Springs  which  is 
rtevoted  to  the  dressing  of  all  kinds  of  lumber,  and 
is  one  of  the  best  equipped  establishments  of  its 
kind  in  Southern  Nebraska. 

Mr.  Spencer  began  in  life  entirely  without  capi- 
tal, and  worked  his  way  upward  by  degrees.  He 
is  a  member  in  good  standing  of  the  Congrega- 
tional Church,  and  in  polities  a  Prohibitionist.  So- 
cially, he  belongs  to  the  Masonic  fraternity,  being  a 
member  of  a  lodge  at  Urbana,  111.,  and  is  also  iden- 
tified with  the  Modern  Woodmen  at  Beatrice. 


■>   '>^^'   ^ 


kAKP:  BRIDKNTHAL  has  for  two  years  held 
the  position  of  Cashier  for  the  Citizens' 
Bank  of  Wymore  with  much  credit  to  him- 
self. His  father,  .Tames  W.  Bridenlhal,  living  in 
Sicily  Township,  is  a  native  of  Pennsylvania,  his 
birth  occurring  on  the  28th  of  April,  1836.  He 
removed  with  his  parents  to  Wayne  County,  Ohio, 
in  1845,  where  he  was  educated  in  the  common 
schools  of  the  district.  Then  he  moved  to  Hunt- 
ington County,  Ind.,  thence  to  Marshall  County, 
and  in  the  spring  of  1855  he  again  changed  his 
residence,  to  Woodford  County,  111.,  where  he  re- 
mained for  one  season.  After  this  he  moved  to 
Peoria  County,  111.,  where  he  remained  until  the 
spring  of  1860,  and  then  went  to  Warren  County. 
On  the  26th  of  October,  1860,  the  father  of  our 
subject  was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Ella  L. 
Butler,  and  to  them  have  been  born  six  children : 
Kenneth  D. ;  Lake,  our  subject ;  Maude,  Mae,  Char- 
lie and  Dick.  All  the  family  are  living  except 
Maude,  who  departed  this  life  on  the  1st  of  July, 
1887,  aged  twenty-two  years.  The  father,  mother 
and  daughter  Mae  are  members  of  the  Christian 
Church,  of  Wymore.  For  a  number  of  years  the 
father  held  the  office  of  County  Supervisor  in  War- 
ren County,  111.,  and  he  has  also  held  some  town- 
ship offices. 

Lake  Bridenthal,  our  subject,  was  born  in  Larch- 
land,  111.,  on  the  26th  of  August,  1864.  In  that 
city  he  received  his  early  education  in  the  common 
schools,  and  then  took  an  elective  course  of  two 
years  at  the    Presbyterian   College  of  Monmouth. 


After  that  he  came  AVest  with  his  parents,  and  en- 
gaged for  two  years  in  the  profession  of  teaching, 
first  at  Filley,  Neb.,  and  then  in  the  Indian  Valley 
School,  his  home  school.  His  father  having  bought 
a  fine  farm,  our  subject  spent  his  vacations  with 
him,  and  then  he  came  into  the  bank  as  book- 
keeper, which  position  he  held  for  one  year.  His 
marked  ability  and  strict  integrity  soon  secured  for 
him  the  position  of  cashier,  and  he  was  probably 
the  youngest  cashier  in  the  State,  being  only 
twenty-two  years  old  when  he  accepted  the  position. 

Our  subject,  having  conducted  himself  in  an  hon- 
orable and  exemplary  manner,  and  given  strict  at- 
tention to  business,  is  still  the  incumbent  of  the 
same  responsible  office,  and  he  performs  his  duties 
in  a  manner  satisfactory  to  all  concerned.  He 
affiliates  with  the  Democratic  party,  is  a  straight- 
forward, honest  man,  and  enjoys  the  esteem  of  all 
the  citizens  of  Wymore. 

The  father  of  our  subject  has  a  very  fine  farm, 
consisting  of  320  acres  two  miles  west  of  town,  and 
on  it  he  has  made  so  many  improvements  that  it  is 
now  one  of  the  finest  places  in  Sicily  Township. 
He  has  several  times  been  asked  to  become  a  can- 
didate for  the  Legislature,  but  he  has  not  consented 
to  the  use  of  his  name,  though  there  would  probably 
be  little  doubt  of  his  election. 


^^  EORGE  H.  DAVIS  is  the  gentlemanly  and 
jll  enterprising  young  Telegrai)h  Operator  and 

^^K  Station  Agent  at  Holmesville,  and  the  pro- 
prietor of  the  stone  quarry.  He  is  very  favorably 
known  as  a  man  who  is  interested  in  the  advance- 
ment and  progression  of  public  institutions  and  en- 
terprises, to  which  he  lends  his  aid  as  far  as  he  is 
able.  He  is  a  son  of  Obadiah  and  Maria  (Palmer) 
Davis,  the  former  of  whom  was  born  near  the  cele- 
brated springs  in  Saratoga  County,  and  the  latter 
in  Jefferson  County,  N.  Y.  His  paternal  ancestors 
were  natives  of  Holland,  and  they,  as  well  as  his 
parents,  were  members  of  the  Society  of  Friends, 
commonly  called  Quakers.  After  their  marriage 
the  parents  made  their  home  in  Saratoga  County,  of 
their  native  State,  where  the  father  was  engaged  in 
farming, and  .although  he  is  now  seventy-eight  years 
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old,  he  still  follows  the  vocation  of  his  earlier  years. 
The  motlier  is  now  seventy-three  years  old,  and  has 
cared  for  a  family  of  five  children,  named  John  11., 
Adelaide,  Timothy  (who  died  at  the  age  of  ten 
years).  George  H.  and  Anzonette. 

Our  subject  was  born  on  the  4th  of  August,  1857, 
at  the  old  homestead  in  Saratoga  County,  which  had 
been  the  birthplace  of  his  father  and  his  brothers 
and  sisters.  He  spent  his  early  years  on  his  father's 
farm,  and  remained  at  home  until  he  was  twenty- 
one  years  old,  in  the  meantime  having  enjoyed  very 
good  educational  advantages  and  derived  much 
benefit  from  them.  When  he  reached  the  years  of 
manhood  he  turned  his  attention  to  the  pedagogic 
profession,  which  he  adorned  in  his  native  county 
for  two  years,  after  which  he  began  to  study  teleg- 
raphy, and  attended  the  School  of  Telegraphy  in 
Janesville,  Wis. ;  he  finished  his  instruction  in  that 
art  at  the  school  in  Plover,  Portage  Count}'.  The 
first  office  of  which  he  took  charge  was  at  Bancroft, 
on  the  Wisconsin  Central  Railroad,  and  in  the  fall 
of  1880  he  came  to  Holraesville  to  take  charge  of 
the  office  in  which  he  has  since  remained.  On  the 
1st  of  January,  1880,  the  first  train  ran  over  the 
Omaha  &  Republican  Valley  Railroad,  and  our  sub- 
ject was  the  first  Station  Agent  in  charge. 

Our  subject  has  become  interested  in  property  in 
Holmesville,  now  being  sole  proprietor  of  the  Big 
Blue  Valley  Stone  Quarr}-,  to  carry  on  the  work 
of  which  he  hires  from  ten  to  twenty  men.  He 
supplies  stone  to  the  railroad  company  and  ships  to 
different  points  in  the  eastern  part  of  the  State,  viz. : 
Kearney,  Fremont  and  Schuyler,  furnishing  stone  to 
the  contractors  in  those  cities  to  the  amount  of  fifteen 
cars  per  week.  The  stone  is  a  good  quality  of  mag- 
nesian  limestone,  and  has  been  supplied  for  the  Ma- 
sonic Temple  at  Fremont,  the  First  National  Bank 
building  of  Beatrice,  and  two  mill  foundations  in 
Columbus. 

On  the  10th  of  December,  188.5,  our  subject  was 
united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Carrie  L.  Sears,  who 
resided  in  Monticello,  Green  Co.,  Wis.  There  were 
two  children  named  Carrie  L.  and  Trilla  P.  in  the 
family  when  the  father  died,  and  the  mother  was 
married  a  second  time,  to  W.  F.  Crangle,  by  whom 
she  had  six  children,  named  Lora,  Schuyler,  Fred, 
Aurelia,  Mina  and  Chester.     The  mother  now  lives 


in  Rockford  Townsiiip.  Mrs.  Davis  was  born  in 
186.3,  in  Green  County,  Wis.,  and  came  to  Nebraska 
in  1883.  By  her  marriage  with  our  .subject  she  is 
the  mother  of  two  children,  named  Lona  and  Carl, 
to  whom  she  is  loving  and  devoted. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Davis  are  members  of  the  Method- 
ist Episcopal  Church,  of  Holraesville,  which  the  for- 
mer helped  to  build,  he  having  been  a  charter 
member  and  Trustee  from  the  organization.  He  has 
also  done  mucli  good  work  in  the  Sunday-school, 
and  is  now  serving  his  second  year  as  Superintend- 
ent. He  is  an  ardent  advocate  of  the  temperance 
cause,  which  identifies  him  with  the  Prohibition 
party  in  politics,  and  is  a  highly  respected  and 
good  citizen. 

-MM— 


IMON  S.  GRAVES.  There  is  probably  no 
homestead  in  this  county  which  for  the 
length  of  time  in  which  it  has  been  insti- 
tuted gives  better  evidence  of  the  industry 
and  enterprise  of  the  proprietor  than  that  which 
belongs  to  the  subject  of  this  sketch.  He  is  the 
owner  of  480  broad  acres,  embracing  the  west  half 
of  section  "27,  Glenwood  Township,  and  160  acres 
of  the  northeast  quarter  of  section  35.  the  whole  of 
which  is  under  cultivation,  and  presents  one  of  the 
most  attractive  pictures  in  the  landscape  of  this  part 
of  the  county.  The  fences  are  well  built,  to  keep  tlie 
animals  of  the  farm  within  bounds,  or  prevent  the 
entrance  of  any  not  belonging  there;  the  farm 
machiner}-  is  of  good  description,  the  buildings  all 
that  are  required  for  comfort,  convenience  and  profit, 
and  the  whole  premises  regulated  after  the  ideas  of 
the  modern  and  progressive  agriculturist.  The  land 
is  mostly  devoted  to  stock  farming.  His  farm  on 
section  35  he  has  rented.  Mr.  Graves  keeps  on 
an  average  a  little  over  100  head  of  cattle,  and 
about  the  same  number  of  hogs,  and  fifteen  head  of 
horses.  The  half-section  that  he  lives  on  is  fenced 
hog-tight,  and  all  except  sixty  acres  is  in  tame 
grass. 

Mr.  Graves  is  a  native  of  Ross  County,  Ohio,  his 
birth  taking  place  in  Liberty  Township,  March  18, 
1844.  He  was  there  reared  to  m.anhood,  becoming 
familiar  with  the  employments  of  country  life  at  an 


H^H^ 


:?^»- 


•^T^ 


632 


GAGE  COUNTY. 


early  age,  and  acquiring  his  edueation  in  the  dis- 
trict school.  AVhen  twenty  years  of  age  his  father 
came  westward  to  Peoria  County.  III.,  and  settled 
in  Princeville  Township,  where  he  engaged  in  farm- 
ing, and  where  he  still  lives.  .Simon  .S  came  also, 
and  continued  with  his  parents  until  nearly  twenty- 
four  years  old,  when,  deciding  to  establish  a  home 
of  his  own,  he  was  married.  March  1,  18G8,  to  Miss 
Martha  Dnimmond,  the  wedding  being  celebrated 
in  Ross  Countj'.  Ohio,  and  the  young  .people  set- 
tling first  in  Princeville  Township,  Peoria  Co.,  111. 

William  Graves,  the  father  of  our  subject,  was 
born  in  North  Carolina,  of  English  ancestry.  His 
paternal  grandfatlier  emigrated  to  America  in  Colo- 
nial days  with  William  Penn.  The  Graves  family 
have  always  been  a  sturdy  race,  possessing  in  a 
marked  degree  those  substantial  English  attributes 
which  have  made  of  them  reliable  citizens  and 
honest  men.  The  wife  of  AVilliam  Graves  was  in 
her  girlhood  Miss  Ann  Ratcliff.  She  was  born  in 
Ross  Count}',  Ohio,  where  also  her  death  took  place 
when  she  was  comparatively  a  young  woman,  in 
1  HoG.  Their  family  consisted  of  seven  children,  all 
of  whom  are  living. 

The  parents  of  Mrs.  Graves  were  William  and 
Ruth  (Cox)  Drummond,  who  are  still  living  in 
Ross  County,  Ohio.  Their  household  included 
seven  children,  six  of  whom  are  now  living.  To 
our  subject  and  his  wife  there  have  been  born  seven 
children,  namely:  Elba,  Quincy;  Pearl,  who  died 
when  one  and  one-half  years  old ;  Florence,  Alma, 
Miley  and  Charles.  They  are  a  promising  and  in- 
telligent group,  blessed  with  the  advantages  of  a 
l)ractical  education,  and  there  is  every  reason  to 
suppose  will  do  honor  to  their  parents  in  future 
years. 

No  man  in  this  part  of  Gage  Count}-  takes  a 
livelier  interest  in  the  m.atters  pertaining  to  the 
general  welfare  and  progress  of  the  people,  and  to 
the  enterprises  tending  to  this  result  he  gives  his 
uniform  and  cheerful  support.  To  such  men  as  he 
is  this  county  indebted  for  her  moral  and  financial 
growth,  and  the  standing  she  has  attained  among 
the  other  intelligent  communities  of  the  Great  West. 
In  the  building  up  of  a  creditable  homestead,  the 
cultivation  of  the  soil,  the  introduction  of  modern 
methods,  both  of  life  and    labor,  every  man  thus 


contributes  to  the  v.alue  of  landed  property,  and  to 
his  section  of  country  as  a  desirable  dwelling-place. 
Too  much  credit  cannot  be  given  him  who  has  thus 
improved  his  time  and  opportunities,  and  as  the 
Scripture  says,  "his  works  do  follow  him"  long 
after  he  shall  have  been  gathered  to  his  fathers.  In 
politics  Mr.  Graves  is  a  stanch  Democrat. 

A  fine  view  of  the  farms  of  Mr.  Graves  appears 
in  this  work. 

JOHN  B.  NICHOLLS,  a  leading  and  wealthy 
farmer  of  Filley  Township,  is  the  owner  of  a 
valuable  estate,  including  320  acres  of  land  in 
this  township  and  a  valuable  farm  in  Peter- 
boro.  Province  of  Ontario,  Canada.  He  is  a  native  of 
the  Dominion,  having  been  born  in  Peterboro,  July 
20,  1838,  and  is  the  son  of  W.  D.  and  Ann  Nicholls, 
a  sketch  of  wliom  will  be  found  on  another  page  in 
this  volume.  It  will  be  seen  that  he  is  of  excellent 
ancestry,  and  naturally  endowed  with  those  traits 
of  character  which  have  constituted  him  successful 
in  life,  and  a  man  recognized  everywhere  as  possess- 
ing more  than  ordinary  ability. 

Mr.  Nicholls  was  reared  and  educated  in  his  na- 
tive town,  attending  school  quite  steadily  until  a 
lad  of  eleven  years,  and  afterward  working  on  a 
farm  in  summer,  while  in  the  winter  he  resumed  his 
books.  About  1847  his  father  purchased  a  farm, 
among  whose  employments  the  youth  was  thereafter 
steadily  occupied  until  re.ady  to  establish  a  home  of 
his  own.  On  the  2Gth  of  February,  18G2,  he  w.is 
united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Ann  Nelson,  daughter 
of  John  and  Margaretta  (Johnson)  Nelson,  the 
wedding  taking  place  at  the  home  of  the  bride  in 
Smith  Township,  Canada.  Mr.  Nelson  was  a  native 
of  County  Cavan,  Ireland,  and  born  about  1798. 
He  emigrated  to  America  in  1820,  settling  at  Port 
Hope  in  the  Province  of  Ontario,  Canada,  where  he 
remained  two  years  with  his  family,  his  wife  having 
been  a  native  of  his  own  county  in  Ireland,  and 
born  in  the  same  year  as  her  husband. 

From  Port  Hope  the  Nelson  family  removed  to 
North  Peterboro,  where  the  death  of  Mr.  Nelson 
took  place  in  1842,  at  the  early  age  of  forty-seven 
years.     The  wife  and  mother  survived  her  husband 
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a  period  of  forty  years,  remaining  a  widow,  and 
died  at  the  same  place  at  the  advanced  age  of 
eighty-seven.  They  had  a  family  of  twelve  chil- 
dren, six  sons  and  six  daughters,  only  five  of  whom 
are  living.  These  are:  Sarah,  the  wife  of  Thomas 
Casement,  a  farmer  living  near  Grand  Forks,  Dak.; 
Samuel,  a  produce  dealer  of  North  Peterboro,  On- 
tario, Canada;  Martha,  the  wife  of  Josepli  Fitzger- 
ald, of  Lakefield.  Canada;  Margaret;  Mrs.  Braden, 
a  widow,  living  in  the  town  of  Smith  P.  O.;  and 
Ann.  the  wife  of  our  subject. 

Mrs.  Nicholis  was  born  in  North  Peterboro, 
Canada,  Jan.  30,  1841,  and  reared  not  far  from  the 
early  homie  of  her  husband.  She  enjoj'ed  the  ad- 
vantages of  the  common  school,  and  remained  a 
member  of  the  parental  household  until  her  mar- 
riage. Mr.  and  Mrs.  Nicholis  commenced  the 
journey-  of  life  together  ou  a  farm  in  their  native 
Province,  which  had  been  purchased  by  our  subject 
about  that  time,  but  four  years  later  Mr.  Nicholis 
sold  this  properl}'  and  purchased  land  in  an  adjoining 
township.  This  also  he  disposed  of  a  year  later,  and 
operated  rented  land  four  years.  At  the  expiration 
of  this  time  he  again  invested  in  farm  property,  in 
Smith  Township,  which  he  owned  and  cultivated 
for  sixteen  years.  In  1882  he  left  the  Dominion, 
and  making  his  way  to  the  region  west  of  the  Mis- 
sissipi)i,  resolved  to  cast  his  lot  among  the  people 
of  Southern  Nebraska.  Being  pleased  with  the  out- 
look in  this  county  he  purchased  the  west  half  of 
section  7,  Filley  Township,  and  i-enting  his  farm  in 
Canada,  has  here  since  centered  the  main  portion 
of  his  interests. 

In  the  spring  of  1883  Mr.  Nicholis  commenced 
breaking  the  prairie  of  his  new  purchase,  and  a  few 
months  Later  had  105  acres  of  his  estate  in  this 
county  under  cultivation.  He  employed  men  to 
stir  the  soil  of  this,  and  put  fifty  acres  in  flax,  fol- 
lowed later  by  the  same  acreage  in  wheat.  He  then 
returned  to  Canada,  remaining  there  until  midsum- 
mer of  1884.  He  then  revisited  Nebraska,  to  see 
about  his  crops,  harvested  1 ,000  bushels  of  wheat, 
1 ,600  bushels  of  corn  and  1 ,500  bushels  of  oats.  In 
November  he  went  to  Canada  for  his  family',  and 
the  winter  following  commenced  the  erection  of  the 
dwelling  which  he  now  occupies.  It  was  completed 
in  the  following  February,  and  the  family  took  pos- 


session of  one  of  the  most  tasteful  and  attractive 
residences  in  this  jiart  of  the  county. 

Mr.  Nicholis,  besides  the  thorough  cultivation  of 
the  greater  portion  of  his  land,  which  has  been 
no  small  task,  has  planted  several  thousand  forest 
and  shade  trees,  an  apple  orchard  and  the  smaller 
fruits.  His  pleasant  and  intelligent  family  consists 
of  his  wife  and  three  sons:  AVilliam  J.,  Raymond 
and  Warden,  at  home,  and  a  daughter,  the  wife  of 
W.  A.  Waddington.  Postmaster  of  Filley,  member 
of  the  hardware  firm  of  Waddington  Bros.,  and  also 
a  railroad  engineer.  Our  suliject  and  his  wife  are 
members  of  the  Baptist  Church,  of  Filley.  of  which 
Mr.  N.  is  a  Trustee.  He  maintains  a  lively  interest 
in  the  temperance  movement,  .and  votes  with  the 
Prohibition  party.  He  makes  periodical  visits  to 
his  old  home  in  the  Dominion,  to  see  his  friends 
and  look  after  his  property.  No  man  stands  higher 
in  his  community,  or  enjo3's  in  a  greater  measure 
the  esteem  and  confidence  of  its  people  than  he. 

Among  the  rural  homesteads  shown  among  the 
illustrations  given  in  this  work  may  be  found  that 
belonging  to  Mr.  Nicholis,  which  is  essentially  rep- 
resentative of  the  excellent  community  in  which  it 
is  situated. 
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T^-^  IRAM  P.  CROCKER.  The  homestead  be- 
IfjV  longing  to  this  gentleman,  which  is  pleas- 
^^  antly  situated  amidst  the  delightful  farming 
(^  community  of  Filley  Township,  and  a  view 
of  which  the  publishers  present  in  this  connection, 
occupies  the  west  part  of  section  16,  and  bears  fair 
comparison  with  anything  of  the  kind  in  this  re- 
gion. The  fields  evince  careful  and  judicious  till- 
age, the  buildings  are  tasteful  and  substantial,  and 
the  general  appearance  of  the  premises  indicates 
the  exercise  of  cultivated  tastes  and  ample  means. 

The  main  points  in  the  family  history  of  the 
subject  of  this  sketch  are  substantially  as  follows : 
His  father,  Oscar  F.  C.  Crocker,  was  born  in  New 
York  State,  July  10,  1810,  was  reared  to  farming 
pursuits,  and  followed  these  during  all  the  3'ears  of 
his  active  life.  The  paternal  grandfather  was  of 
German  descent,  but  born  also  in  the  Empire  State, 
where  with  his  excellent  wife  he  spent  his  entire 
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life.  The  Latter  was  of  ancestry  similar  to  that  of 
lier  husband.  Grandfatlier  Crocker  was  a  tanner 
by  trade,  but  preferring  agriculture  left  the  tannery 
for  the  farm,  and  with  his  wife  died  at  their  rural 
homestead  iu  the  same  year. 

Oscar  F.  Crocker  upon  attaining  manhood  was 
married  to  Miss  Abigail  Weatherlow.  in  Sardinia 
Township,  Erie  Co.,  N.  Y.,  about  1815.  Her  par- 
ents, like  his  own,  were  of  German  descent,  and 
were  early  settlers  of  the  Empire  State.  The  father 
of  our  subject  became  a  very  successful  farmer  and 
accumulated  a  very  fine  property.  He  settled  first 
in  the  vicinity  of  Waterloo,  N.  Y.,  but  later  re- 
moved to  Erie  County,  where  the  death  of  both 
parents  occurred.  Their  family  consisted  of  five 
children,  one  of  whom  died  in  childhood,  and  two 
sons  and  two  daughters  are  now  living.  Of  these, 
Hiram  P.,  the  subject  of  our  sketch,  is  the  eldest; 
Helen  is  the  wife  of  Gaylord  Sherwood,  of  Lima, 
Livingston  Co.,  N.  Y.,  a  pump  dealer  and  farmer; 
Leland  D.  is  farming  in  the  vicinity  of  Ceylon, 
Erie  Co.,  Ohio;  Mercy  R.  is  unmarried,  and  lives  in 
Sardinia,  N.  Y. 

Mr.  Crocker,  our  subject,  was  born  in  Sardinia, 
N.  Y.,  July  22,  1S39,  and  lived  there  with  his  par- 
ents until  a  lad  of  thirteen  years,  attending  school 
and  assisting  his  parents  on  the  farm.  Afterward 
he  made  his  home  with  his  grandfather  Weatherlow 
in  the  same  town,  and  lived  with  him  seven  years, 
attending  school  and  working  on  the  farm.  His 
studies  were  completed  in  the  academy  at  York- 
shire, and  he  then  commenced  working  by  the 
month  for  two  uncles,  being  thus  employed  three 
years. 

Young  Crocker,  at  this  time  anxious  to  be  more 
his  own  man,  now  returned  home  and  assumed 
charge  of  his  father's  farm,  which  he  conducted  un- 
til his  marriage.  This  very  important  event  in  his 
life  was  celebrated  Oct.  6,  1864,  his  bride  being 
Miss  Ella  L.,  daughter  of  Joseph  and  Sylvia  E. 
(Pickard)  Cheney,  old  and  well-known  residents  of 
that  section.  Mr.  Cheney  was  born  in  Freedom, 
Cattaraugus  Co..  N.  Y.,  June  28,  1819,  and  his 
■wife  Sylvia,  March  5,  1824,  in  Springfield,  Otsego 
Co.,  N.  Y.  After  marriage  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Chene^^ 
settled  in  Holland,  Erie  County,  whence  in  1853 
they  removed  to  Protection,  where  tiie  father  car- 


ried on  farming  and  blacksmithing,  and  spent  the 
remainder  of  his  days,  passing  away  June  9,  1884. 
Mrs.  C.  is  still  living,  making  her  home  on  the  old 
homestead  with  her  son. 

To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Cheney  there  were  born  six 
children,  only  two  of  whom  are  now  living:  George 
E.,  of  Warsaw,  Wyoming  Co.,  N.  Y.,  and  Ella  L., 
the  wife  of  our  subject.  The  former  is  a  farmer 
and  flour  manufacturer.  Mrs.  Crocker  was  born 
March  20,  1846,  at  Holland,  Erie  Co.,  N.  Y..  and 
remained  at  home  with  her  parents  until  her  mar- 
riage. Soon  afterward  our  subject  assumed  partial 
charge  of  the  farm  of  his  father-in-law.  where  he 
remained  until  the  spring  of  1869.  Then  remov- 
ing with  his  family  to  Warren  County,  111.,  he  oper- 
ated there  as  a  farmer  until  migrating  to  Nebraska 
in  the  spring  of  1874.  Soon  after  landiug  in  this 
count3'  he  purchased  a  tr.act  of  land  on  section  16, 
in  Filley  Township,  then  designated  Mud  Creek. 
He  did  not  locate  here  then,  liowever,  but  returned 
to  Illinois,  and  remained  there  until  the  spring  of 
1876.  He  then  came  to  the  vicinity  of  Beatrice, 
and  lived  on  a  renterl  farm  until  he  ct)uld  prepare 
a  portion  of  his  own  land  for  the  raising  of  crops. 
He  bi-oke  130  acres  that  j'ear,  and  in  the  spring  of 
1877  put  up  a  small  house,  of  which  he  soon  took 
possession  with  his  family,  and  upon  this  place  has 
since  remained. 

The  farm  of  Mr.  Crocker,  however,  bears  little 
resemblance  to  the  tract  of  land  which  he  purchased 
upon  first  coming  to  Nebraska.  Then  there  was 
nothing  to  indicate  that  the  eye  of  man  had  rested 
upon  it.  Now  there  is  the  complete  modern  home- 
stead, with  its  well-appointed  buildings  and  latest 
approved  m.achinery,  a  fair  assortment  of  live  stock, 
a  valuable  apple  orchard  of  300  trees,  at  least  sixty 
trees  of  cherries,  and  all  kinds  of  the  smaller  fruits. 
The  farm  is  largely  devoted  to  the  raising  of  grain 
and  stock.  He  has  met  with  losses,  like  most  men, 
but,  spending  no  time  in  lamentation,  went  about 
repairing  them  in  the  most  manly  and  sensible  man- 
ner. He  added  to  his  first  purchase,  but  in  1877 
sold  eighty  acres,  and  in  1884  sold  twenty-four,  so 
that  he  now  has  320  acres,  the  whole  of  which  he 
superintends  himself.  Besides  the  fruit  trees  al- 
ready mentioned  he  has  planted  1,000  catalpas, 
200  box  elders  and  100  maple  trees,  besides  willows 
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anil  others.  It  will  thus  be  seen  that  he  has  spent 
few  idle  hours.  lie  has  in  this  manner  proved  a 
valuable  acquisition  to  a  section  of  country  whose 
development  has  been  so  largely  dependent  upon 
the  enterprise  and  industry  of  its  pioneers. 

The  family  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Crocker  includes 
three  children,  all  sons,  namely :  Frank  C,  Lloyd  O. 
and  Dorr  C,  all  at  home  with  their  parents,  and 
aged  eleven,  eightand  six  respectively.  Mr.  Crocker 
cast  his  first  Presidential  vote  for  A.  Lincoln,  and 
has  uniformly  supported  Republican  principles.  Al- 
though repeatedly  solicited  to  accept  office,  he  has 
steadily  declined,  preferring  to  give  his  attention 
to  his  farm  and  his  family.  .Socially,  he  belongs  to 
the  Masonic  fraternity,  being  identified  with  the 
lodge   at  Fillej-. 


I  OHN  YOHE,  the  present  Treasurer  of  Hooker 
Township,  is  extensively  engaged  in  farming 
and    stock  raising   on   section    27.     It  may 


(^g^'  well  be  said  of  him  that  he  has  risen  to  his 
present  position  of  affluence  by  his  own  energy 
and  perseverance,  and  the  exercise  of  excellent 
judgment  in  his  business  transactions.  His  grand- 
father, Adam  Yohe,  came  from  Germanj'  and  set- 
tled in  the  State  of  Pennsylvania,  and  his  father, 
Henry  Yohe,  was  born  in  1825  or  1826,  in  Mifflin 
Countj',  Pa.  His  mother,  Mary  (Dick)  Yohe,  was 
a  native  of  Switzerland,  who  came  to  America  in 
the  year  1824,  and  was  united  in  marriage  with  the 
father  of  our  subject  in  1 848,  after  which  they 
settled  in  Jefferson  County,  Pa.  The  father  was 
engaged  in  the  lumbering  business  at  Reynolds- 
ville,  and  at  one  time  was  the  owner  of  hundreds 
of  acres  of  land  in  his  native  State,  which  have  be- 
come very  valuable,  owing  to  the  discovery  of  the 
coal  fields  buried  beneath  the  surface. 

The  father  of  our  subject  was  a  strong  Republican 
in  politics,  and  an  able  man,  but  his  death  unfortu- 
nately occurring  in  the  year  1860,  the  large  prop- 
erty which  he  owned  was  sold  unreasonably  cheap 
by  the  administrators  of  the  estate,  and  his  wife 
and  children  left  in  a  comparativel}'  destitute  con- 
dition. Had  the  estate  been  disposed  of  according 
to  its  real  value  it  would  have  left  the  heirs  an  im- 


mense fortune.  There  were  five  children  in  the 
family,  of  whom  Barbara,  .Joiin  and  W.  R.  are  liv- 
ing, and  Samuel  is  deceased.  The  mother  is  still 
living,  having    reached   the  age  of  seventy  years. 

Our  subject  was  born  on  the  13th  of  Dcccml)er, 
1852,  and  was  eight  years  old  when  his  father 
died.  Being  the  eldest  son,  and  understandiTig  the 
necessity  of  prompt  action  on  his  part,  although  a 
mere  child  he  began  to  work  out  by  the  month,  at 
that  early  age  already  displaying  his  energy  and 
"grit."  His  mother  married  a  second  time,  and  in 
1865  our  subject  came  to  Iowa  with  his  mother 
and  stepfather,  and  the  family,  where  he  engaged  in 
breaking  the  prairie  land  until  his  funds  became 
sufficient  to  enable  him  to  purchase  an  interest  in  a 
threshing-machine.  He  made  a  fair  profit  on  this 
investment,  which  encouraged  him  to  continue  his 
industry.  In  the  year  1875  he  was  united  in  mar- 
riage, at  Emerson,  Mills  Co.,  Iowa,  to  Miss  Agnes 
E.  Duncan,  a  daughter  of  Robert  G.  and  Mary 
Duncan,  who  were  natives  of  Pennsylvania  and 
Ohio  respectively.  They  afterward  moved  to  Hen- 
derson County,  III.,  where  they  remained  for  a 
number  of  years,  and  thence  came  to  Iowa  in 
1870.  They  had  two  children,  Thomas  J.  and 
Agnes  E.,  who  suffered  the  loss  of  their  mother  in 
1874,  when  she  was  nearly  sixty  years  old;  the 
father  still  lives  on  his  farm  in  Iowa.  The  mother 
had  a  son,  John  A.  Barr,  by  a  marriage  previous  to 
that   with  the  father  of  Mrs.  Yohe. 

Mrs.  Yohe  was  born  on  the  10th  of  July,  1855, 
in  Biggsville,  111.,  where  she  attended  the  common 
schools,  and  received  a  fair  education.  After  her 
marriage  with  our  subject  they  continued  to  reside 
in  Iowa  until  1882,  when  they  came  to  Nebraska, 
and  made  their  home  on  their  present  farm.  Our 
subject  now  owns  240  acres  of  land  on  sections  27 
and  23,  and  in  company  with  his  brother.  Wood,  he 
operates  320  acres  on  section  34.  The  brothers 
bear  an  unblemished  reputation  as  business  men, 
and  their  promptness  in  meeting  financial  obliga- 
tions, united  with  their  energy  and  true  worth,  has 
gained  for  them  the  implicit  confidence  of  the 
public,  which  is  manifested  in  its  having  elected 
our  subject  Treasurer  of  the  township.  He  has 
150  head  of  cattle  on  his  farm,  and  makes  a  regular 
business  of  feeding  a  large  number,  besides  selling 


*^k:4> 


•^►^ii-^ 


•►Hl-^^ 


G38 


GAGE  COUNTY. 


^tz 


two  carloads  of  hogs  every  year.  He  has  invested 
a  great  deal  of  business  capability'  in  his  farm  work, 
which  has  insured  his  success  to  such  an  eminent 
degree. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Yohe  are  caring  for  a  family  of 
seven  bright  and  interesting  children ;  their  names 
are  mentioned  as  follows:  Harry,  Arthur,  Laurence, 
Neil,  Mary,  Walter,  and  an  infant  unnamed.  Our 
subject  has  honorably  filled  the  ofHce  of  Treasurer 
ever  since  the  organization  of  the  township,  and 
his  integrity  and  interest  in  the  welfare  of  the 
public  have  won  for  him  the  esteem  of  the  whole 
community.  He  affiliates  with  the  Republican 
party  in  politics. 


|It_^  ENRY  C.  JAYNES  is  a  farmer,  gardener  and 
|l(  jl!  raiser  of  small  fruits,  having  a  fine  farm, 
1^^  nearlj-  all  of  which,  with  the  exception  of 
(^  five  acres,  lies  within  the  limits  of  the  cor- 
poration of  the  city  of  Wymore,  on  section  29, 
Blue  Springs  Township.  Nathan  Jaynes,  the  father 
of  our  subject,  was  born  in  1786,  in  Brimfield,  Mass. 
The  family  name  was  spelled  "Janes"  until  the  year 
1883,  when  at  a  family  reunion  all  the  descendants 
of  Nathan  Jaynes  agreed  to  insert  the  letter  "y"  in 
the  name,  which  alters  it  to  the  present  mode  of 
spelling.  This  gentleman  received  a  good  common- 
school  education,  to  which  he  added  a  course  of  in- 
struction at  the  academy,  also  making  a  specialty 
of  surveying,  so  that  after  finishing  his  term  at 
schjol  he  was  deemed  competent  to  survey  a  large 
part  of  the  State  of  Vermont. 

Going  to  Jefferson  County,  N.  Y.,  the  father  of 
our  subject  engaged  in  agricultural  pursuits,  com- 
bining with  it  an  interest  in  the  mercantile  busi- 
ness. He  married  Miss  Celinda  Dexter,  and  they 
became  the  parents  of  three  children,  who  lived  to 
the  age  of  maturity,  one  daughter  and  two  sons. 
The  brother  went  West  when  our  subject  was  five 
years  old,  and  soon  disappeared  from  the  knowledge 
of  his  family,  having  written  them  but  one  letter. 
This  leaves  our  subject  the  only  representative  of 
his  family.  While  in  Jefferson  Count^^  Nathan 
Jaynes  was  elected  to  fill  the  local  township  offices, 
and  he  was  a  member  of  the  Masonic  fraternity. 


The  mother  of  our  subject  died  in  the  year  1832, 
and  tlie  father  with  his  family  soon  afterward  went 
back  to  Vermont,  vl-here  they  lived  until  1845,  and 
then  went  to  Winnebago  County,  Wis.  There  the 
father  engaged  in  farming  on  a  small  scale,  having 
reached  the  age  when  he  was  no  longer  able  to  con- 
tinue his  arduous  labors,  and  spent  the  remainder  of 
his  days  with  his  daughter  until  his  death,  which 
occurred  in  1869,  at  the  advanced  age  of  eighty-* 
three  years. 

Our  subject  was  born  on  the  7th  of  July,  1827, 
near  Adams,  Jefferson  Co.,  N.  1'".,  and  after  the 
death  of  his  mother  he  went  with  his  father  to  Ver- 
mont, where  he  attended  the  common  schools.  He 
was  eighteen  j^ears  old  when  he  went  to  Wisconsin, 
and  continued  the  pursuit  of  his  education  in  the 
academy  at  Racine,  after  which  he  went  to  Winne- 
bago County,  and  engaged  in  farming  and  mechani- 
cal business.  He  was  also  successfully  engaged  in 
the  insurance  business  for  eighteen  years.  After 
remaining  in  Wisconsin  for  thirty  years,  he  started 
further  west,  prospecting  through  the  Black  Hills, 
Dak.,  and  other  mining  regions,  also  in  Colorado. 

In  1876  our  subject  came  to  Sicily  Township  and 
bought  a  fine  farm  of  1 20  acres  on  the  Otoe  Reserva- 
tion, on  which  he  made  all  the  improvements,  and 
remained  for  four  years.  In  the  place  of  the  beau- 
tiful little  city  of  Wymore  there  were  only  farm- 
ing lands  when  he  came  here,  but  after  remaining 
for  four  years  he  sold  his  land  and  moved  into  the 
new  city  proper.  He  was  elected  Justice  of  the 
Peace,  in  which  capacity  he  served  for  two  terms, 
and  Police  Judge  for  two  years,  at  the  same  time 
carrying  on  the  mercantile  business  with  his  son. 
Then  he  engaged  in  the  grocery  business,  which  he 
left  for  the  insurance  business.  He  has  been  in 
Wymore  from  its  earliest  date,  and  has  been  inter- 
ested in  all  of  its  improvements.  He  has  been  con- 
nected with  the  building  association,  having  put 
up  a  number  of  buildings  himself,  besides  being  the 
contractor  for  about  twenty-five  stores  and  good 
dwellings,  some  of  which,  however,  were  not  in  this 
city.  For  fortj'  years  our  subject  has  been  a  mem- 
ber of  the  I.  O.  O.  F.,  having  joined  the  order  in 
the  year  1848.  In  1847  he  was  united  in  marriage 
with  Miss  Almira  L.Jacobs,  and  thej^  have  gathered 
around    them    a  family    of  seven  children,   whose 
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names  are:  Ileniy  S..  Orestes  F.,  Charles  L.,  Fre- 
mont N.,  Helen  N.,  Jessie  and  Kitlie  E.  Almira 
L.  Jacobs  was  born  on  tbe  18th  of  July,  1827,  in 
Washington  County,  Vt.  She  is  a  daughter  of 
Deacon  Silas  Jacobs,  with  wiiom  she  lived  until  the 
time  of  her  marriage,  since  which  time  she  lias  been 
a  faithful  helpmate  to  her  husband  and  a  loving 
mollier  to  her  children. 

Of  this  family,  Henry  S.  is  the  Superintendent  of 
the  Nebraska  Division  of  the  Chicago  &  Omaha 
Railroad,  and  is  residing  in  Omaha;  he  married  Miss 
Elma  Lampher,  of  Kansas  City,  and  they  have 
three  children — Herberta,  Louisa  and  Arthur.  Ores- 
tes F.  is  engaged  in  the  real-estate  business  in 
Omaha,  and  married  Miss  Ella  Brown,  of  Ticonde- 
roga,  N.  Y. ;  tiiey  have  two  children — Clinton  B. 
and  Henry  C.  Charles  married  Miss  Ina  Drake; 
Fremont  N.  is  also  engaged  in  the  real-estate  busi- 
ness in  Omaha,  besides  being  a  traveling  agent  for 
the  Rust  Owen  Lumber  Company  of  Wisconsin; 
Helen  N.  became  the  wife  of  J.  C.  Emery,  of  Bea- 
trice;  Jessie  A.  married  Mr.  L.  Adams,  and  Kittie 
E.  married  Mr.  Ed  Winters,  both  of  this  city. 

Solomon  Jaynes,  the  grandfather  of  our  subject, 
was  a  native  of  Massachusetts,  and  afterward  moved 
to  East  Calais,  Vt.,  where  he  spent  hi»  latter  days 
as  a  farmer.  He  married  Miss  Bula  Fisk,  of  Massa- 
chusetts, and  they  were  the  parents  of  three  sons 
and  three  daughters.  The  sons  were  Nathan ;  Henry 
F.,  who  was  at  one  time  State  Treasurer,  and  a  Sen- 
ator from  Vermont,  and  Lorenzo;  the  daughters 
were  Bula,  Mary  and  Lucretia.  Mrs.  Bula  (Fisk) 
Jaynes  lived  to  the  advanced  age  of  ninety-four 
years ;  lier  death  was  caused  bj'  a  fall,  and  took  place 
at  East  Calais,  Vt,  that  of  her  husband  having  oc- 
curred twenty  years  previous. 


AVID  H.  JONES.  Of  the  many  instances 
continually  presented  in  a  new  country 
such  as  Nebraska  of  men  who  liave  strug- 
gled upward  from  comparative  poverty  to 
ease  of  circumstance  if  not  afiluence,  our  subject  is 
one,  and  there  are  few  more  deserving,  or  who 
more  appreciate  the  improved  condition  than  he. 
He  is  a   resident  of  Wymore  Township,  where  he 


owns  a  farm  of  160  acres  on  section  29.  He  was 
born  in  South  AVales  upon  the  lOtli  of  January, 
1825,  and  is  the  son  of  Theopliihis  and  Mary  Jones, 
both  of  whom  arc  deceased,  lie  was  received  as  a 
member  of  the  Congregational  Church  at  Trelecii, 
Sept.  27,  1838. 

The  early  life  of  our  subject  was  spent  at  hard 
work,  and  he  received  iiis  education  in  the  schools 
of  his  native  place.  He  came  to  the  United  Stales 
in  April  of  1851,  and  for  one  year  lived  in  Herki- 
mer County,  N.  Y.,  where  he  worked  as  a  hired 
man,  and  then  went  to  Iowa  County,  Wis.,  where 
he  worked  .as  before  on  a  farm  until  1878;  he  then 
came  to  this  county,  and  settled  where  he  now  re- 
sides. At  that  time  there  was  no  settlement  soutli 
of  him.  and  but  one  log  cabin  where  now  stands 
the  proud  and  rising  city  of  Wymore.  Where  the 
beautiful  Touzalin  Hotel  now  is  our  subject 
threshed  wheat  in  the  year  1878.  There  were  very 
few  houses  in  Blue  Springs,  which  was  just  begin- 
ning to  rise  to  the  dignity  of  a  village. 

The  land  of  our  subject's  farm  is  among  the  vei-y 
best  of  the  county;  the  soil  is  rich  and  tillable, 
prettily  undulating,  and  therefore  well  adapted  for 
stock  farming,  and  is,  moreover,  well  watered  by 
the  Indian  Creek,  which,  being  a  living  stream,  is  a 
comparatively'  sure  source  of  supply.  These  natural 
advantages,  which  have  been  supplemented  by  the 
constant,  arduous  and  intelligent  labor  of  Mr. 
Jones,  have  made  his  property  quite  valuable,  and 
it  is  certainly  to  be  valued  at  not  less  than  |50  per 
acre. 

Our  subject  is  more  interested  in  the  moral 
and  religious  welfare  of  the  community  than  the 
mere  political.  Wherever  there  are  issues  at  stake 
he  is  as  anxious  and  uses  his  privilege  as  intelli- 
gently as  any  citizen,  but  he  is  of  those  who  believe 
it  a  wise  thing  to  attend  to  making  the  citizens,  es- 
pecially the  young  who  will  soon  enter  that  most 
desirable  position,  true  to  the  higher  nature  and 
life.  This  explains  the  fact  that  while  never  anx- 
ious to  seek  political  office,  he  is  very  energetic  in 
all  Sunday-school  work,  and  has  so  continued  from 
his  youth  up,  and  is  among  the  most  devout  mem- 
bers of  the  Evangelical  Association.  Such  men  m.ay 
sometimes  be  misunderstood,  but  character,  intelli- 
gence and  uprightness  such  as  that  of  our  subject 
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always  receive  the  admiration  and  regard  of  tlie 
community,  and  to  Mr.  Jones  are  accorded  lieartily 
tliese  sentiments.  He  is  one  of  whom  it  is  true  that 
the  better  tliey  are  linown  the  more  they  are 
esteemed. 


D 


\ 


EV.  GEORGE  H.  ALBRIGHT,  pastor  of  the 
Evangelical  Lutheran  Church  at  Beatrice, 
was  born  near  Martinsburg,  Blair  Co.,  Pa., 
Jan.  22.  1852.  He  continued  with  his  par- 
ents a  resident  of  his  native  county  until  a  lad  of 
fifteen  years,  then  removed  with  them  to  the  vicin- 
ity of  Polo,  Ogle  Co.,  111. 

The  parents  of  our  subject,  John  and  Sarah 
(Hamm)  Albright,  were  also  natives  of  the  Key- 
stone State,  and  the  father  a  farmer  by  occupation. 
He  was  born  in  1818,  and  departed  this  life  at  his 
home  in  Polo,  111.,  in  1875.  The  mother  is  still 
living,  and  now  a  resident  of  Beatrice,  making  her 
home  with  her  son  Jeremiah.  She  was  born  in 
Lancaster  County,  Pa.,  in  1823,  and  is  the  daughter 
of  Daniel  Hamm,  who  spent  his  last  years  in  Penn- 
sylvania. 

'Ihe  family  of  John  and  Sarah  Albright  consisted 
of  seven  children,  one  daughter  and  six  sons,  who 
with  one  exception  are  all  living,  tlie  five  besides 
our  subject  and  his  brother  Robert  S.  being  resi- 
dents of  Beatrice.  George  H.  was  the  second  child 
of  the  family,  and  after  emerging  from  the  district 
school  spent  five  years  in  the  college  at  Carthage, 
111.,  from  which  he  was  graduated  in  1877.  He 
subsequently  entered  the  Lutheran  Theological 
Seminary  at  Gettysburg,  Pa.,  from  which  be  was 
graduated  in  1880.  He  began  his  ministerial  labors 
as  pastor  of  the  church  at  Mt  Carmel,  111.,  where 
he  officiated  for  a  period  of  four  years.  In  the 
spring  of  1884  he  came  to  Beatrice,  this  State,  and 
organized  Trinity  Lutheran  Church,  of  which  he 
has  since  been  pastor.  This  was  started  with  seven- 
teen members,  and  such  has  been  the  efficiency 
of  the  faithful  pastor  that  the  congregation  now 
numbers  seventy-six  souls.  There  is  every  reason 
to  suppose  that  there  will  be  a  steady  increase  both 
in  the  numbers  and  influence  of  this  society. 

The  marriage  of  Rev.  George  H.  Albright  and 
Miss  Alraira  J.  Acker  was  celebrated   at  the  home 


of  the  bride  in  Polo,  111.,  Nov.  4,  1880.  Mrs.  Al- 
bright is  the  daughter  of  Abraham  B.  and  Sarah 
( Shenefelt )  Acker,  who  were  natives  of  Blair 
County,  Pa.  Her  father  is  dead ;  the  mother  still 
resides  in  Polo,  111.  Of  this  union  there  have  been 
born  two  daughters — Buela  May  and  Edna.  Mr. 
Albright  is  prominent  in  all  good  works,  being  Presi- 
dent of  the  Beatrice  Christian  Benevolent  Associa- 
tion, and  wherever  his  labors  or  influence  will  avail 
he  is  ever  ready  to  contribute  them  to  the  service 
of  the  Master.  He  is  also  member  of  the  Board  of 
Trustees  of  the  Chautauqua  Assembly  at  Crete. 
He  has  a  third  interest  in  the  Wittenburg  Addition 
to  Beatrice,  which  comprises  160  acres  of  valuable 
land. 


J~;  OHN  MULLER.  Among  the  representative 
general  farmers  and  stock -raisers  of  Gage 
I  County,  few  are  more  successful  or  thor- 
'  oughly  practical  in  their  undertakings  than 
the  gentleman  whose  biography  is  sketched  in  this 
writing.  His  property  is  situated  in  Highland 
Township,  section  19,  where  he  owns  160  acres. 
The  place  of  the  nativity  of  our  subject  was  Han- 
over. Germany,  where  he  was  born  on  the  6th  of 
Januarj-,  1848.  At  the  age  of  nine  months  he  suf- 
fered the  irreparable  loss  of  his  mother.  He  was 
reared  and  educated  in  his  native  place,  and  in  the 
German  language  is  quite  a  good  scholar.  As  soon 
as  he  became  conversant  with  the  English  language 
his  education  was  at  his  cQmmand,  and  could  be 
utilized  in  both. 

The  year  1869  is  somewhat  memorable  to  Mr. 
Muller,  as  that  in  which  he  severed  his  connection 
with  the  old  home  and  its  associations,  and  emi- 
grated to  the  New  World,  his  heart  filled  with 
ambitious  hopes  and  high  resolves.  The  present 
success  presents  in  fact  what  was  then  but  in  thought. 
He  took  passage  on  a  Hamburg  steamer,  and  after 
an  ocean  voyage  of  fifteen  days  landed  in  New 
York  City.  From  this  time  he  resided  for  about 
eighteen  months  on  Long  Island  ;  at  the  end  of  that 
time  he  came  to  Otoe  County,  Neb.,  arriving  in  the 
month  of  April,  1871.  It  was  not  long  before  he 
obtained  work  as  a  farm  hand,  and  soon  he  was  en- 
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abled  to  rent  kuid  iind  to  upeiate  it  in  iiis  own  in- 
terest. 

"Nothing  succeeds  like  success,"  :uid  in  1880  Mr. 
Muller  with  his  family'  came  to  this  county,  pur- 
chasing; IGO  acres  of  the  Burlington  &  Missouri 
River  Railroad  land,  for  which  he  paid  at  the  rate 
of  So  per  acre.  Its  condition  was  in  nowise  differ- 
ent from  the  surrounding  unclaimed  prairie,  and 
the  change  that  has  passed  over  these  acres,  like 
tliat  which  has  changed  the  aspect  of  his  position 
and  condition  in  life,  is  the  effectual  working  of 
hidden  causes,  namely  ambition,  illustrious  hopes, 
and  intelligent  effort. 

One  of  the  most  potent  factors  in  the  prosperitj' 
that  has  come  to  our  subject  is  that  which  entered 
into  his  life  from  the  day  he  was  united  in  marriage 
with  the  lady  who  has  since  been  the  lode  star 
of  his  life  and  the  brightness  of  his  home.  The 
lady  of  his  choice  was  Lena  Struckineyer,  and  their 
nui)tials  were  celebrated  in  Nebraska  City  on  the 
IGth  of  March,  1872.  Miss  Struekmeyer  was  born 
on  the  2tjth  of  August,  1851,  and  is  the  daughter  of 
Henry  and  Sophia  Struekmeyer,  natives  of  Germany. 
In  1871  she  accompanied  her  brother  August  to 
this  country,  and  they  resided  in  Otoe  County  until 
her  marriage.  The  happiness  of  the  married  life  of 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Muller  has  been  augmented  by  the 
birth  of  their  six  children,  four  of  whom  are  living: 
Louisa  S.,  who  was  born  on  the  17th  of  December, 
1873;  John  F.,  Dec.  16.  1875;  Robert,  Nov.  17, 
1877;  Ernest,  Aug.  12,  1885.  August  is  deceased, 
and  one  child  died  in  infancy." 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Muller  are  among  the  most  active 
and  devout  members  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church,  and  are  deeply  interested  in  Sunday-school 
and  church  work.  In  religious  circles,  and  every 
other  of  society  at  large,  there  is  accorded  to  them 
the  highest  regard  of  the  people.  Our  subject  is 
now  serving  his  first  term  as  School  Director,  and 
being  one  who  greatly  enjoys  such  work,  and  in  fact 
anything  that  is  for  the  upbuilding  and  advance- 
ment of  the  interests  of  the  future  citizens,  their 
wives  and  mothers,  his  every  sympathy  and  atten- 
tion are  sure  to  be  engaged.  It  is  not  surprising, 
therefore,  that  the  manner  in  which  he  discharges 
the  duties  arising  from  this  otflce  gives  pleasure  to 
ail    i)arties  concerned.     In    political   relations   our 


subject  afllliatcs  with  the  Republican  party,  of 
which  he  has  been  a  member  ever  since  he  became 
a  citizen,  and  which  looks  upon  him  as  one  of  'ts 
active  supporters,  tried  adherents,  and  stanch,  un- 
wavering friends.  Upon  another  page  of  this  vol- 
ume will  be  found  a  view  of  the  farm  of  our 
subject,  which,  faithfully  delineating  the  general 
features  of  interest,  will  without  doubt  be  fully  ap- 
preciated by  the  interested  reader. 


— H^f=Sx^=t^-^ 


J  AMES  R.  BURKS,  who  may  usually  be  found 
at  his  business  place,  corner  of  Court  and 
Sixth  street,  deals  quite  extensively  in  farm 
machinery  and  road  vehicles.  He  is  a  fair 
representative  of  the  solid  element  of  the  commu- 
nity, and  no  unimportJint  factor  among  its  business 
interests.  A  native  of  Boone  County,  Mo.,  he  was 
born  near  Columbia,  the  county  seat,  Jan.  22,  1836, 
and  is  the  son  of  James  V.  and  Martha  (Newman) 
Burks,  who  were  natives  respectively  of  Kentucky 
and  Virginia.  The  father  of  our  subject  was  of 
Scotch  and  English  descent,  and  his  paternal  grand- 
father, Isam  Burks,  was  one  of  the  earliest  settlers 
of  the  Blue  Grass  State. 

The  parents  of  our  subject  emigrated  to  Missouri 
during  its  Territorial  days,  and  there  spent  the  re- 
mainder of  their  lives,  the  father  dying  when  his 
son  James  R.  was  a  little  lad  nine  years  of  age. 
The  family  being  in  straightened  circumstances 
our  subject  was  thus  early  in  life  thrown  upon  his 
own  resources,  and  at  the  age  of  fifteen  years  began 
in  earnest  the  coming  struggle.  He  managed  to 
secure  a  common-school  education,  and  was  mostly 
employed  upon  a  farm  during  the  mild  seasons  of 
the  year.  At  the  .age  of  twenty-five,  in  order  to 
increase  his  store  of  learning,  he  eniploj'cd  a  private 
teacher  to  instruct  him  evenings,  and  this  he  kept 
up  for  a  period  of  three  years.  This  action,  so 
commendable,  was  most  beneficial  in  its  results. 

In  July,  18G5,  Mr.  Burks  established  himself  .it 
Ashland,  Boone  Co.,  Mo.,  and  began  tlie  manufact- 
ure of  wagons  and  plows,  while  at  the  same  time 
dealing  in  all  kinds  of  farm  machinery-.  This  busi- 
ness he  continued  there  uninterruptedly  for  a  period 
of  sixteen  years,  and  built  up  a  lucrative  patronage. 
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In  the  full  of  1879  he  changed  his  residence  to 
Beatrice,  Neb.,  and  the  following  spring  established 
the  business  in  which  he  is  now  engaged  at  this 
point.  He  carries  a  full  line  of  everything  per- 
taining to  this  department  of  agriculture,  including 
the  J.  I.  Case  steam  threshers,  which  are  so  popular 
among  the  progressive  farmers  of  the  West.  The 
well-known  reliability  of  Mr.  Burks,  his  integrity, 
and  his  straightforward  methods  of  doing  business, 
have  secured  for  him  a  large  patronage  throughout 
Southern  Nebraska,  where  his  word  is  considered 
as  good  as  his  bond. 

Our  subject  established  familj'  and  domestic  ties 
in  November,  1872,  when  he  was  united  in  mar- 
riage with  Mrs.  Nettie  Dozier,  daughter  of  Jacob 
and  Frances  Strode,  of  Boone  County,  Mo.  Mrs. 
Burks  was  born  there  in  October,  1840,  and  is  now 
the  mother  of  two  bright  children — James  E.,  Jr., 
and  Mattie  F. 

Besides  these  there  are  tliree  children  of  Mrs.  B. 
by  a  former  marriage :  Lizzie,  a  resident  of  Sedalia, 
Mo.,  and  the  wife  of  Orvis  Wilcox;  William,  of 
Beatrice,  and  Ida,  wlio  remains  at  home  with  her 
mother.  The  family  residence,  a  neat  and  tasteful 
structure,  handsomely  furnished,  is  situated  on  the 
corner  of  Fourth  and  Ella  streets,  and  is  the  fre- 
quent resort  of  the  most  cultivated  people.  Mr. 
Burks  is  of  that  peculiar  genial  temperament  which 
attaches  to  him  hosts  of  friends.  Politically,  he 
affiliates  with  the  Democratic  party.  He  has  been 
connected  with  many  of  the  moving  enterprises  of 
Beatrice,  and  served  four  j'ears  as  President  of  the 
Board  of  Trade.  The  mother  of  Mr.  B.  continued 
a  resident  of  Boone  County,  Mo.,  until  her  death, 
which  occurred  in  1877. 


ABRIEL  JEFFRIES.  This  highly  esteemed 
citizen  of  Glenwood  Township  came  to  this 
county  in  the  spring  of  1881,  and  purchased 
160  acres  of  land  on  section  28,  where  he  has  since 
resided,  and  effected  the  improvements  which  have 
conduced  to  the  comfort  of  himself  and  his  family, 
and  enabled  him  to  carry  on  agriculture  in  a  profita- 
ble manner.  He  has  good  buildings,  a  fair  assortment 
of  live  stock,  and  the  farm  machinery  suitable  for  the 


proper  cultivation  of  the  soil  and  the  harvesting  of 
his  crops.  An  apple  orchard  and  a  goodli'  assortment 
of  the  finer  fruits  administer  further  to  the  comforts 
of  the  family,  who  in  their  home  surroundings  pre- 
sent that  picture  of  coutentment  and  peace  which 
is  so  pleasant  to  contemplate  and  comparatively  so 
seldom  seen. 

The  branch  of  tiie  Jeffries  family  to  which  our 
subject  owes  his  origin  is  traced  to  Monmouthshire, 
England,  where  his  father,  George  Jeffries,  was 
born  and  reared.  The  mother,  Mrs.  Esther  (Dando) 
Jeffries,  was  born  near  the  city  of  Bristol,  and  after 
marriage  the  parents  settled  in  IMonmouthshire, 
where  the  father  engaged  in  mining,  and  where 
they  lived  until  the  year  1852,  when  they  decided 
to  seek  their  fortunes  in  the  United  States.  Soon 
after  setting  foot  on  American  soil  they  made  their 
way  to  Alleghan}'  County,  Md.,  where  the  father 
engaged  in  mining,  and  where  both  parents  re- 
mained until  called  hence.  George  Jeffries  departed 
this  life  in  June,  1883,  and  his  estimable  wife  in 
18G4.  Their  familj'^  consisted  of  ten  sons  and  two 
daughters,  of  whom  the  subject  of  tliis  sketch  was 
the  sixth  child.     Ten  lived  to  mature  years. 

Gabriel  Jeffries  was  born  March  3,  1844,  in  Mon- 
mouthshire, England,  not  far  from  the  cliildhood 
home  of  his  father,  and  there  received  the  rudiments 
of  his  early  education.  He  was  a  lad  nine  years  of 
age  when  his  parents  emigrated  to  America,  and 
remembers  many  of  the  incidents  of  the  ocean 
voyage  and  their  arrival  upon  the  soil  of  a  strange 
land.  He  settled  with  his  parents  in  Maryland,  and 
remained  with  them  until  reaching  his  majority', 
assisting  his  father  in  the  maintenance  of  the  family. 
Upon  approaching  manhood  he  entered  the  coal 
mines  of  Maryland,  and  followed  the  occupation  of 
a  miner  until  removing  to  Lee  County,  111.,  in  1869. 
There  he  rented  a  farm  two  years,  but  the  results 
not  being  entirely  satisfactory,  he  crossed  the  Mis- 
sissippi into  Carroll  County,  Iowa,  and  purchased  a 
tract  of  land,  the  soil  of  which  he  cultivated  until 
1881,  when  he  sold  out  and  came  to  his  present 
home. 

While  a  resident  of  the  Prairie  State  Mr.  Jeffries 
was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Urith  U.  William- 
son, the  wedding  taking  place  at  the  home  of  the 
bride  in  Dixon,  111.,  Oct.   11,   1870.     Mr.  .and  Mrs. 
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Jeffries  spent  the  flisl  two  j-eais  of  their  wedderl 
life  ill  Lee,  and  thence  went  to  luwa.  Tney  are 
now  the  parents  of  four  children — Howard  J.,  Ross 
W.,  Esther  and  Urith,  the  eldest  sixteen  years  of 
age  and  the  youngest  two.  Our  subject  with  his 
estimable  wife  is  a  member  in  good  standing  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  with  which  they  became 
identified  in  1856  and  18()8.  In  politics  Mr.  Jeffries 
votes  the  straight  llepublican  ticket,  and  is  in  favor 
of  everything  tending  to  improve  and  elevate  the 
people.  He  has  been  connected  with  the  School 
Board  of  this  district,  and  is  a  man  in  whom  his 
neighbors  have  confidence,  and  whose  esteem  he 
enjoys  in  an  unlimited  degree. 

Mrs.  Jeffries  is  the  daughter  of  John  and  Mar- 
garet (L'hl)  Williamson,  the  former  a  native  of  Ire- 
land and  the  latter  of  Maryland.  Her  father  died 
a  prisoner  of  war  in  Libby  Prison,  being  starved  to 
death  by  the  rebels;  the  mother  died  in  ('arroU 
County,  Iowa,  Jan.  29,  1887.  Notice  will  be  found 
of  them  in  tiie  sketches  of  her  brothers,  Henry  and 
George  Williamson,  on  another  page  in  this  work. 
Mrs.  J.  was  born  in  Frostburg,  Md.,  Sept.  29,  1848, 
and  spent  her  childhood  and  youth  under  the  pa- 
rental roof,  remaining  with  the  household  circle  until 
her  marriage.  She  received  the  advantages  of  the 
common  school,  and  was  trained  to  those  house- 
wifely duties  so  essential  to  the  happiness  of  the 
home. 


V)>)ILLIAM  BLAKELY,  Supervisor  of  BJakely 
11  Township,  and  one  of  the  best  known  and 
'I  most  prominent  men  of  Gage  County,  also 
one  of  its  oldest  -ictual  settlers,  is  still  located  on 
his  original  homestead  in  Blakely  Township,  which 
was  named  in  his  honor,  and  where  he  has  a  good 
farm  of  160  acres  on  the  southwest  quarter  of  sec- 
tion 20.  Adjoining  this  he  has  a  similar  amount 
on  section  29,  which  was  secured  from  the  Govern- 
ment by  pre-emption  before  the  Homestead  Law 
went  into  effect.  His  possessions  all  together  ag- 
gregate 520  acres,  situated  on  sections  19,  20,  29 
and  30. 

Mr.  Blakely  has  been  a  resident  of  this  county 
since  1857,  a  period  of  over  thirty  years,  having 
landed  July    17th  of    that  year,   with  his  brother 
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Nathan,  ni)on  the  present  site  of  the  city  of  Bea- 
trice. It  is  hardly  necessary  Ui  say  that  the  "city" 
at  that  date  bore  little  resemblance  to  its  present 
state,  being  then  a  bleak  prairie.  The  land  selected 
bj-  Mr.  Blakely  lies  along  Cub  Creek,  which  was 
formerly  called  Minnehaha  Creek,  the  finding  of 
two  bear  cubs  in  this  vicinity  inducing  the  change 
of  name.  This  proved  a  most  fortunate  invest- 
ment, the  land  being  exceedingly  fertile,  owing 
largely,  of  course,  to  the  judicious  treatment  it  has 
undergone  at  the  hands  of  its  owner.  The  creek 
has  proved  valuable,  not  only  in  furnishing  ample 
water  facilities,  but  .-is  a  means  of  drainage,  and 
has  also  fed  a  stretch  of  fine  walnut  timber,  besides 
oak  and  backberry. 

The  original  log  house  built  on  his  first  pre- 
emption claim  is  still  occupied  by  our  subject,  al- 
though having  been  transferred  some  ilistance  from 
its  original  site  and  being  subjecteil  to  the  repairs 
and  additions  required  for  the  comfort  and  con- 
venience of  the  modern  bousehohl.  In  front  of  the 
Blakely  residence  is  a  fine  grove  of  trees,  planted 
by  the  hand  of  our  subject  many  years  ago,  and 
now  yielding  a  most  grateful  protection  from  the 
heat  of  summer  and  ihe  storms  of  winter.  In 
1841  Mr.  Blakely  commenced  as  a  clerk  with  S.  & 
G.  Smith  in  South  Britton,  Conn.,  in  a  general 
country  store,  they  dealing  in  about  everything 
that  could  be  handled  in  a  store,  and  received  the 
sum  of  150  with  board  for  two  years'  services.  In 
1843  he  was  with  Edwin  Marble  in  the  largest  dry- 
goods  store  in  New  Haven.  His  business  was  large 
and  the  clerks  were  confined  to  the  building  twenty- 
two  hours  out  of  twenty-four,  and  all  for  $100  per 
j'ear,  including  board.  The  close  confinement  and 
change  from  country  to  city  living  was  more  than 
his  constitution  could  withstand,  and  before  the 
close  of  the  year  he  w.as  carried  home  upon  a  bed, 
his  friends  claimed,  with  the  same  fatal  disease 
which  had  taken  away  more  of  the  family,  viz: 
consumption.  He  was  i)laced  in  the  care  of  an  old 
family  physician,  and  in  a  few  months  was  able  to 
buffet  with  mankind  for  a  living. 

In  1844  Mr.  Blakely  went  to  Middletown,  N.  J., 
and  commenced  teaching  a  district  school,  and   re- 
mained in  the  school  eighteen  rac 
removed  to  Long  Branch,  and 


jonlhs.     In  1846  he     I 
was  teaching   three    * 
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years  in  one  district,  averaging  fifty  scliolars  most  of 
tiie  time.  He,  however,  became  tired  of  teacliing, 
and  therefore  went  baclt  to  Connecticut,  clerking 
for  Packerd  Swift,  in  tlie  old  town  of  Derby,  ten 
miles  from  New  Haven.  In  1852  he  was  offered 
the  position  of  chief  clerk  and  good  pay  by  Lucius 
Blackman,  of  the  citj'  of  Birmingham,  Conn.,  which 
Mr.  Blakely  accepted,  and  here  found  plenty  of 
work,  as  Mr.  Blackman  not  only  carried  a  large  as- 
sortment of  all  kinds  of  goods  usually  carried,  but 
in  addition  dealt  heavily  in  carpets,  oil-cloths  and 
paper-hangings,  which  occupied  eight  different 
rooms,  and  in  less  than  two  years  Mr.  B.  once  more 
returned  home  to  rest. 

At  home  Mr.  Blakely  had  an  opportunity  of 
studying  upon  what  he  was  to  do  in  the  future,  and 
soon  made  up  his  mind  to  follow  the  lamented 
Greeley's  advice,  and  started  for  the  Western  coun- 
try. In  1855,  Mr.  Blakely,  together  with  J.  E. 
Barnes,  who  was  soon  after  Superintendent  of 
Schools  in  Henderson  County,  111.,  and  his  brother, 
purchased  a  section  of  university  land  in  Hardin 
County,  on  the  Iowa  River,  and  attempted  to 
open  up  a  new  farm,  but  as  ihis  was  hard  work  he 
soon  concluded  to  start  with  an  ox-team  for  an  ex- 
ploring trip  in  the  northern  and  western  part  of  the 
State.  In  July  he  went  to  Dubuque  with  two  yoke 
of  oxen,  and  bought  a  full  load  of  everything 
which  would  be  useful  to  them  while  in  the  wilder- 

J.  E.  Barnes,  Nathan  Blakely  (our  subject's 
brother)  and  himself  started  from  Eldora,  the 
county  seat  of  Hardin  County,  Iowa,  in  August, 
1855,  with  the  two  yoke  of  oxen  and  a  fine  cow, 
which  not  only  followed  with  the  two  dogs  with- 
out any  care  or  attention,  but  also  afforded  them 
plenty  of  both  milk  and  butter.  They  first 
went  north  through  Franklin  and  Cerro  Gordo  to 
Mason  City,  which  contained  six  log  cabins;  then 
to  Clear  Lake,  where  they  remained  three  days 
near  a  band  of  the  Winnebago  Indians.  They  ap- 
peared to  be  very  hospitable,  always  appearing 
about  meal  time,  and  soon  devoured  everything 
either  eatable  or  drinkable  after  they  left  the  mess 
box.  There  were  only  four  families  living  around 
the  lake,  but  they  had  true  Western  cheek,  and 
claimed    all    the    timber   and    all    the  water   front 


around  the  lake,  either  for  themselves  or  some 
imaginary  persons.  Mr.  Blakely  and  party  left  for 
the  West  through  Hancock  and  Kossuth,  and  there 
found  the  county  se.at  on  the  East  Fork  of  the  Des 
Moines,  called  Algona,  and  occupied  by  a  man 
named  Call.  Starting  West  from  here,  they  did  not 
see  either  a  sign  of  an  inhabitant  or  a  white  person 
for  six  weeks,  and  in  that  time  passed  through  the 
count}'  of  Palo  Alto,  up  the  West  Branch  of  the 
Des  Moines  to  the  six  lakes,  called  the  Six  Sisters, 
in  p]mmet  Count}',  township  98  north,  range  33 
west.  They  were  obliged  to  follow  the  Des  Moines 
across  the  State  line  into  Minnesota  before  attempt- 
ing to  cross,  and  kept  up  along  the  east  bank  for 
five  days,  then,  in  crossing,  became  fast  in  the  mud 
and  unloaded  for  the  first  time.  Mr.  Barnes  had 
been  sick  with  the  ague  for  three  weeks,  and  Nathan 
Blakely  one  week.  Besides  this  trouble  a  band  of  In- 
dians annoyed  them  by  attemi)ting  to  steal  anything 
they  wanted,  and  would  not  give  them  the  name  of 
their  tribe.  Our  subject  and  party  would  not  allow 
them  to  take  the  least  thing,  although  they  knew 
they  were  entirely  at  their  mercy,  if  an  Indian  has 
any,  but  showed  them  that  they  proposed  to  main- 
tain their  own  rights,  and  they  finally  left  them. 
They  then  turned  south,  and  found  the  corner  of 
ranges  35  and  36  west,  township  100  north,  on  the 
north  line  of  Dickinson,  and  soon  found  Spirit  Lake 
and  Okoboji,  and  explored  them  for  nearly  a  week. 
The  Sioux  paid  them  a  visit  here,  but  gave  them 
no  trouble.  From  the  lakes  they  went  to  Oceola, 
O'Brien,  Clay,  Buena  Vista,  Pocahontas  and  Hum- 
boldt, where  they  once  more  found  white  people; 
thence  to  Webster,  at  Ft.  Dodge  to  attend  the  sale 
of  Government  lands  at  the  opening  of  the  land- 
ofHce  at  that  place,  and  there  encountered  the  first 
snowstorm,  on  the  22d  of  October,  1855.  The}' 
soon  went  back  to  Eldora,  after  an  absence  of  three 
months,  and  immediately  began  selling  goods  for 
J.  W.  Jones,  and  remained  with  him  until  leaving 
for  Nebraska,  in  May,  1857. 

Mr.  Blakely  looks  back  to  those  early  days  as  one 
of  the  happiest  periods  of  his  life.  He  was  a  great 
lover  of  Nature  in  her  wild  solitudes,  enjoying  noth- 
ing better  than  to  travel  over  the  quiet  country, 
which  in  many  sections  lay  yet  undisturbed  by  the 
hand  of  man.     When  making  settlement  here  Mr. 


.^1^ 


•^^l-'^^ 


GAGE  COUNTY. 


047 


•^b 


Blakely  found  tluit  his  nearest  neighbor  was  iwoand 
one-half  miles  away.  It  was  no  uncommon  occur- 
rence to  travel  thirtj'  miles  to  visit  a  neighbor,  tlie 
journey'  usually  occupying  from  five  to  six  clays. 
The  people  at  that  time  were  each,  interested  in  the 
welfare  of  the  other,  and  such  was  the  confidence  a 
man  had  in  his  neighbor  that  it  was  seldom  the  for- 
mality of  a  note  was  given  for  the  loan  of  money. 
Their  religion  was  the  maxim  of  the  Golden  Rule, 
each  man  striving  to  do  unto  his  neighbor  as  he 
would  be  done  by.  With  the  influx  of  a  mixed 
population,  however,  more  stringent  measures  be- 
came necessary. 

The  Blakely  family  traces  its  later  origin  to  New 
England,  where  the  subject  of  our  sketch  was  born 
in  Litchfield  County,  Conn.,  July  3.  1821.  His 
father  and  his  paternal  grandfather,  who  both  bore 
the  name  of  Daniel,  were  also  natives  of  the  same 
Slate,  and  followed  farming  all  their  lives,  the  latter 
spending  his  wholly  upon  the  soil  of  Connecticut, 
where  his  bones  were  laid  to  their  final  repose. 
Daniel,  Jr.,  was  reared  in  his  native  county,  fol- 
lowed farming  like  his  forefathers,  and  was  married 
first  to  Miss  Chatfleld,  a  lady  of  ancestry  similar  to 
his  own.  William  and  his  brother  Nathan  contin- 
ued in  the  '-land  of  steady  habits"  until  after  the 
tleath  of  the  mother,  which  took  place  in  1839,  to- 
gether with  the  death  of  a  daughter,  Sophia.  Will- 
iam L.,  the  eldest  son,  died  when  a  lad.  Daniel 
Blakely  left  his  native  State  in  1856  and  joined  his 
sons  in  Iowa.  Our  subject  and  his  brother  Nathan 
had  left  Connecticut  in  the  spring  of  1 854,  and  com- 
ing to  the  West,  located  first  in  Hardin  County,  Iowa, 
near  the  embryo  town  of  Kldora,  among  the  early 
pioneers.  At  this  place  Daniel  Blakely,  Jr.,  looked 
his  last  upon  the  things  of  earth,  passing  away  in 
February,  1861. 

William  Blakely  came  to  this  county  a  single 
man,  but  after  determining  upon  his  future  course 
in  life,  took  to  himself  a  wife  and  helpmate  in  the 
person  of  Miss  Cornelia  D.  Bailey,  who  was  born  in 
Racine  County.  Wis.,  Oct.  24,  1843.  Her  parents, 
Asa  K.  and  Janet  (Ford)  Bailey,  were  natives  of 
New  Hampshire  and  New  York,  and  came  to  Ne- 
braska in  the  spring  of  1863.  They  endured  the 
common  lot  of  pioneer  life,  its  struggles,  hard- 
ships and    privations,  and    are    still    living   at   an 
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advanced  age,  their  home  now 
Beatrice. 

Mrs.  Blakely  had  grown  to  womanhood  wiien  her 
parents  came  to  this  county,  and  has  hud  her  full 
experience  of  life  in  a  new  country.  She  is  the 
mother  of  three  children,  the  eldest  of  whom,  Jessie 
L.,  followed  teaching  in  the  schools  of  this  county, 
but  is  now  married.  George  A.  and  Albert  C.  con- 
tinue at  home  witii  their  parents.  Mrs.  B.  and  her 
daughter  are  members  of  the  Congregational  Church, 
of  Blakely  Township.  Mr.  Blakely,  politically, 
votes  independent!}',  and  has  held  other  offices  be- 
sides his  present  one,  to  which  he  was  elected  in  the 
fall  of  1885. 

Mr.  Blakely  has  been  a  prominent  and  useful 
man  in  his  county,  beginning  his  public  services  as 
early  as  1858,  when  he  was  appointed  Proliate  Judge 
for  a  term  of  two  years.  From  1 862  to  1 865  he 
was  Government  Assessor  for  the  South  Platte  Dis- 
trict, and  in  1870  served  as  Deputy'  Marshal,  and 
likewise  took  the  census  of  Gage  County.  He  was 
also  one  year  the  Assessor  of  Gage  County.  He  wiis 
one  of  the  organizers  of  the  Republican  party  in 
Southern  Nebraska,  and  has  never  felt  that  he  had 
reason  to  depart  from  the  principles  to  which  he  then 
gave  his  cordial  support.  During  the  Grange  move- 
ment in  1872  and  1873,  he  was  appointed  Deputy 
Grand  Master,  and  also  served  on  the  Kxecutive 
Committee  for  the  State  from  1873  to  1876.  He  in 
the  meantime  organized  a  number  of  Grange  Lodges 
in  this  part  of  the  State,  and  distinguished  himself 
here  as  elsewhere  by  his  industry  and  usefulness.  On 
the  28th  of  July,  1886,  he  wiis  appointed  and  com- 
missioned by  James  W.  Dawes,  Governor  of  Ne- 
braska, as  a  delegate  to  the  National  Farmers' 
Congress,  which  met  in  St.  Paul,  Minn.,  and  was  in 
session  three  days,  August  25,  26  and  27. 

The  Old  Settlers' Association  finds  in  Mr.  Blakely 
one  of  its  most  efficient  members.  In  the  I.  O.  O. 
F.  he  has  been  actively  interested  for  fortj'  years, 
being  Grand  Master  of  the  State  in  1885-86,  an<l  a 
member  of  Subordinate  Lodge  No.  19,  and  Encamp- 
ment No.  16,  both  of  Beatrice.  As  one  of  those  who 
looked  upon  this  section  of  the  Great  West  in  its 
primitive  days,  he  is  held  in  due  consideration  and 
respect,  and  has  built  up  the  record  of  an  honest  man 
and  a  good  citizen.     In  a  short  time  he  will  have 


■•► 


•►Hl^^ 


•►HI- 


GAGE  CUUKTY. 


I 


reached  his  threescore  years  and  ten.  He  has 
gathered  from  a  varied  experience  of  men  and 
things  those  lessons  by  wliicli  he  has  been  enabled 
to  perform  well  his  part,  and  leave  to  his  children 
a  name  of  which  they  need  never  be  ashamed.  The 
Album  of  Gage  County  is  greatly  enhanced  b}'  giv- 
ing the  portrait  of  William  Blakely,  which  has  been 
made  from  a  recent  picture. 

J/OSEPH  K.  LANGDON,  one  of  the  most  en- 
I  terprising  and  successful  merchants  of  Pad- 
I  dock  Township,  of  which  he  is  a  pioneer,  is 
'  conducting  a  large  business  as  a  dealer  in  all 
kinds  of  implements  in  Odell.  He  is  a  native  of  Lu- 
zerne County,  Pa.,  born  Aug.  9,  1852,  to  Samuel  P. 
and  Nancy  (Emory)  Langdon,  natives  of  Pennsylva- 
nia. In  1854  his  parents  removed  to  Wisconsin,  and 
continued  to  reside  in  that  State  for  many  years, 
the  father  engaged  in  the  hotel  business.  Mr.  Lang- 
don died  May  29,  1886,  having  attained  the  ripe 
old  age  of  nearly  eighty  years.  He  was  a  man  of 
sound  principles,  and  of  much  decision  of  character, 
readily  commanding  the  respect  of  all  with  whom 
he  came  in  contact.  The  mother  of  our  subject 
makes  her  home  with  him,  surrounded  by  all  the 
comforts  that  loving  hands  can  provide  to  make 
her  declining  years  pleasant. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  reared  in  Wiscon- 
sin, and  received  the  preliminaries  of  his  education 
in  her  public  schools.  He  subsequently  entered 
the  Normal  School  of  White  Water,  where  he  re- 
ceived a  thorough  practical  training,  fitting  him  for 
any  career  tliat  he  might  choose  to  adopt  in  after 
life.  Upon  leaving  school,  being  desirous  to  become 
master  of  some  lucrative  trade,  he  set  himself  to 
work  to  learn  that  of  wheelwright,  and  was  thus 
employed  in  Wisconsin  until  the  spring  of  1880, 
when  he  determined  to  try  life  in  the  West  beyond 
the  Mississippi,  and  we  soon  find  him  located  in 
what  is  now  Paddock  Township.  As  this  township 
was  not  laid  out  until  the  following  fall,  he  thus 
became  one  of  its  early  settlers.  He  soon  found 
work  at  his  trade,  and  was  engaged  in  a  wagon- 
simp  for  two  years.  In  the  spring  of  1882  Mr. 
Langdon,  with  characteristic  enterprise  and  fore- 


sight, saw  a  fine  oi)portuiiity  in  this  new  and  rapidl3' 
growing  country  to  establish  himself  in  his  present 
business,  immediately  availing  himself  of  it,  and 
has  since  carried  it  on  with  gratifying  success.  He 
came  here  a  poor  man,  but  by  industry  and  good 
management  he  has  made  money,  and  has  increased 
his  sales  from  $300  the  first  year  to  from  $12,000  to 
$15,000  per  annum.  He  has  besides  acquired  con- 
siderable i)roperty  by  judicious  investments;  he  owns 
two  pieces  of  desirable  resident  property,  has  his 
business  house  and  lot,  and  also  owns  some  stock 
in  the  county,  horses,  cattle  and  hogs. 

Mr.  Langdon  was  married  in  Wisconsin,  July  3, 
1877,  to  Miss  P>mma  Thompson,  a  daughter  of  Ed- 
win and  Alma  (Folsom)  Thompson.  Her  mother 
died  in  Wisconsin  in  Februaiy,  18G9.  Her  father 
is  still  a  resident  of  that  State.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Langdon  have  been  born  two  children:  Fay,  their 
only  son,  and  a  daughter,  Lona,  who  died  Sept.  23, 
1884. 

Mr,  Langdon  is  a  young  man  of  education  and 
fine  business  talents,  that  promise  to  place  him 
among  the  moneyed  men  of  Gage  County  within  a 
few  yeare.  His  geniality  and  readj"^  tact  make  him 
well  liked  by  all  who  have  the  pleasure  of  knowing 
him,  and  he  has  secured  many  warm  friends  since 
coming  to  Nebraska.  In  his  political  views,  he  is 
an  unswerving  Republican ;  he  does  not  aspire  to 
office,  although  he  takes  decided  interest  in  pro- 
moting the  prosperity  of  his  township. 


/K^'  OKRIS  JONES.  It  is  quite  common  to  re- 
I  \V  mark  among  the  prominent  men  of  a  com- 
jj  111  munity  in  almost  every  department  and 
*  circle,  that  they  who  are  looked  upon  and 

spoken  of  as  the  successful  men  have  come  up 
through  trial  and  difficulty  from  the  lower  plane 
to  the  higher  level  in  life,  the  fact  being,  that  by 
just  such  processes  of  disappointment,  difficulty 
and  adverse  circumstances  is  the  man  developed, 
and  abilities  and  powersthat  would  otherwise  have 
remained  unknown,  although  possessed,  have  been 
brought  into  action,  and  thus  everj'  opposing  force 
has  become  a  blessing  and  a  benediction.  This  is 
true  throughout  the  whole  realm  of  nature. 
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The  biography  of  Mr.  Morris  Jones  might  well 
serve  as  a  ease  in  point,  anci  ilUistnition  of  the 
above.  He  is  the  son  of  David  and  Margaret  Jones, 
the  former  of  vvliora  is  now  deeeasod.  They  were 
natives  of  Wales,  in  which  country  our  subject  was 
born  In  July,  1849.  He  accorapanied  hisp-^rents  to 
the  United  States  in  1870;  settling  in  Wisconsin 
he  engaged  in  day  labor  until  1879,  when  he  came 
to  this  county,  and  rented  some  land  and  began  farm- 
ing. In  this  good  fortune  continued  to  attend 
him,  so  that  to-day  he  is  the  owner  of  160  acres  of 
good  land  for  j^urposes  of  agriculture  and  stock- 
raising,  which  he  follows  exclusively,  devoting 
more  especial  attention  to  the  latter,  finding  the 
breeding  of  higher  grades  of  stock  very  remunera- 
tive in  a  rapidly'  developing  countr3'  such  as  Ne- 
braska. 

While  living  in  Wisconsin  our  subject  made  the 
acquaintance  of  a  very  excellent  young  lady,  Ann, 
daughter  of  Thomas  J.  and  Margaret  Jones,  of 
LaFayette  County,  Wis.  She  was  born  in  said 
county,  Dec.  9,  1858.  On  the  2-2d  of  February, 
1 875,  this  lady,  Ann  Jones,  and  our  subject  plighted 
their  troth  and  sealed  their  marriage  vows.  Their 
union  was  fruitful  in  the  birth  of  five  children, 
whose  names  are  as  follows:  Margaret,  Miriam, 
James,  Thomas  O.  and  William   L. 

The  wife  of  our  subject  is  a  member  of  the  Welsh 
Methodist  Church,  with  which  she  has  continued 
since  childhood..  Our  subject  is  affiliated  with  the 
Republican  part3',  and  has  for  many  years  been  an 
active  worker  in  behalf  of  the  same. 


|^ship,h 
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^^^EORGE  W.  KIERSEY,  of  Gtenwood  Town- 
is  spoken  of  as  one  of  its  solid  and  re- 
men,  steady-going  and  thorough  in 
his  farming  operations,  prompt  to  meet  his  business 
obligations,  peaceable  and  law-abiding  as  a  citizen. 
He  cast  his  lot  with  the  people  of  this  county  in  the 
spring  of  1879,  and  has  since  been  numbered  among 
the  most  highly  respected  members  of  the  com- 
munity. 

The  property  of  our  subject  embraces  IGO  acres 
of  land  on  section  20  in  the  western  part  of  Glen  wood 
Township,  where  for  a  period  of  nearly  eleven  3'ears 
■^ 


he  has  labored  industriously  in  llio  cultivation  of  the 
soil  anil  the  production  of  the  crops  best  adapte<l 
to  the  region  of  Southern  Nebraska.  For  this  task 
he  was  well  lilted  l)oth  l)y  experience  and  early 
training,  having  spent  the  greater  part  of  his  days 
amid  the  peaceful  employments  of  country  life.  In 
his  young  manhood  he  became  a  soldier  of  the 
Union  Array,  and  for  a  period  of  four  years  de- 
voted himself  to  fighting  successfully  the  battles  of 
freedom  and  Union. 

A  native  of  Licking  County,  Ohio,  Mr.  Kiersey 
was  born  June  29,  1846,  and  there  lived  until  the 
death  of  his  mother,  which  occurred  when  he  was 
eight  years  of  age.  He  was  then  taken  into  the 
home  of  his  uncle  in  Allegany  Countj-,  N.  Y.,  where 
he  spent  several  years,  and  then  moved  with  the 
latter  to  Pennsylvania.  After  eighteen  months 
spent  in  the  Keystone  State,  young  Kiersey  moved 
to  Licking  County,  Ohio,  making  his  home  this  time 
with  a  sister  of  his.  Later  he  migrated  to  his  native 
county  in  Ohio,  and  from  there  in  a  few  months 
proceeded  to  Ogle  County,  111.,  where  he  was  en- 
gaged on  a  farm  until  the  outbreak  of  the  late  Civil 
War. 

Soon  after  the  first  call  for  troops  Mr.  Kiersey 
enlisted,  Nov.  5,  1861,  in  Company  H,  46th  Illinois 
Inf.antry,  and  followed  the  fortunes  of  war  until  its 
close.  He  endured  the  hardships  and  privations 
incident  to  the  life  of  a  soldier,  meeting  the  enemy 
in  many  important  battles,  and  gathering  from  iiis 
army  experiences  a  fund  of  practical  knowledge 
with  which  he  would  not  willingly  part.  He  fort- 
unately escaped  wounds  and  other  injury,  with  the 
exception  of  the  often  severe  strain  upon  strength 
and  endurance,  .and  at  the  close  received  his  hon- 
orable discharge  at  Baton  Rouge,  La. 

Upon  retiring  from  the  service  Mr.  Kiersey  re- 
turned to  Illinois,  and  located  upon  a  farm  in  White 
Rock  Township,  in  the  vicinity  of  Rochelle.  Ogle 
County,  where  he  carried  on  agriculture  most  of  the 
time  until  the  beginning  of  1868.  Then,  disposing 
of  his  interests  in  the  Prairie  Stale,  he  crossed  the 
Mississippi  and  located  in  Story  County,  Iowa,  and 
worked  on  a  farm  there  and  in  Washington  County 
about  three  years.  From  the  former  he  came  to 
Nebraska  in  A|)ril,  1879,  and  in  1884  secured  the 
quarter-section  of  land  which   he  ha-s  since   owned 
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and  occupieri.  In  the  meantime  lie  visited  Kansas, 
spending  three  years  in  Washington  Coiintj'. 

Ill  Washington  County,  Kan.,  Mr.  Kiersey  married 
IMiss  Harriet  B.  Atwood,  Veh.  19,  1882.  Mrs. 
Kiersey  is  the  daughter  of  Moses  and  Mary  Atwood, 
and  was  horn  in  Georgetown.  Mass.,  Feb.  1,  1850. 
Her  parents  were  natives  of  New  Hampshire,  and 
came  west  to  Iowa  about  1855,  and  to  Kansas  in 
1878.  The  mother  passed  away  at  their  home  in 
Washington  County,  Kan.,  in  September,  1880.  The 
father  is  still  living.  Their  family  consisted  of 
eight  children,  five  of  whom  are  living. 

To  our  subject  and  his  wife  there  has  been  born 
one  child  only.  William  L.,  Nov.  15,  1883.  Mr. 
Kiei-sey  c.irries  on  general  farming,  and  has  a  fair 
assortment  of  live  stock.  He  has  planted  a  goodly 
array  of  fruit  and  shade  trees,  and  with  his  little 
family  is  surrounded  with  all  the  comforts  of  life, 
besides  having  a  prospect  of  something  to  fall  back 
upon  on  a  rainy  day.  Politically,  he  is  a  Repub- 
lican. 


kEROY  PAYNE.  The  subject  of  this  sketch 
came  to  this  State  in  the  fall  of  1868,  tak- 
ing up  his  abode  fir.st  in  Saunders  County. 
He  bad  moved  to  that  region  from  LaSalle  County, 
111.,  where  he  had  carried  on  farming.  In  Saun- 
ders County  he  took  up  a  homestead  claim  of 
eighty  acres,  and  resided  there  until  the  spring  of 
1878,  when  he  came  to  this  county  and  bought  of 
the  Government  160  acres  of  land  on  section 
10,  in  Glenwood  Township,  to  the  improvement 
and  cultivation  of  which  he  has  since  given  his 
time  and  attention.  The  present  condition  of  his 
property  would  indicate  that  he  has  labored  to  ex- 
cellent advantage,  for  he  has  substantial  buildings 
and  the  other  appliances  necessarj'  for  the  comfort 
of  his  family  and  the  carrying  on  of  agriculture 
in  a  successful  and  profitable  manner. 

A  native  of  Wayne  County,  Pa.,  our  subject  was 
born  March  12,  1842,  was  reared  on  a  farm  and 
educated  in  the  common  schools.  His  father. 
Homer  Payne,  was  a  native  of  the  same  county  as 
his  son,  and  married  Miss  Louisa  Greeley,  also  a 
native   of   the    Keystone  State.     They  lived  there 


for  a  time  after  their  marriage,  then  changed  their 
residence  to  Luzenie  Countj',  and  from  there  emi- 
grated to  LaSalle  County.  111.,  where  the  father 
engaged  in  farming,  and  where  the  death  of  the 
mother  took  place  in  April,  1855.  Homer  Payne, 
after  the  death  of  his  wife,  went  to  Smith  County, 
Kan.,  where  he  still  resides. 

To  the  parents  of  our  subject  there  were  born 
six  children,  five  sons  and  one  daughter,  of  whom 
Leroy  w.as  the  second  child.  He  was  eleven  years 
old  when  his  parents  left  his  native  State,  and  he 
resided  with  them  until  a  youth  of  twenty  years. 
He  was  thereafter  a  resident  of  LaSalle  County 
most  of  the  time  until  his  marriage.  This  most  im- 
portant and  interesting  event  of  his  life  took  place 
in  Ottawa,  III.,  on  the  28th  of  September,  1865,  his 
bride  being  Miss  Almira  White,  who  went  with  her 
parents  to  LaSalle  County,  111.,  when  about  ten 
years  old.  Mrs.  P.ayne  was  born  in  Schenectady 
County,  N.  Y.,  Sept.  16,  1846,  and  is  the  daughter 
of  Wilbur  and  Catherine  (Leevey)  White,  who  were 
both  natives  of  New  York  State  and  lived  there 
until  going  to  Illinois.  Thej'  are  now  residents  of 
Saunders  County,  Neb.  Their  family  consisted  of 
five  children,  of  whom  Mrs.  P.  was  the  eldest. 
She  acquired  her  education  in  the  district  school, 
and  remained  with  her  parents  until  becoming  mis- 
tress of  a  home  of  her  own  by  her  marriage  with 
our  subject. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Payne  spent  the  first  few  years  of 
their  wedded  life  in  LaSalle  County,  111.,  and 
there  their  first  child  was  born.  They  are  now  the 
parents  of  four  sons  and  four  daughters,  seven  liv- 
ing, namely:  Charles,  Alice  L.,  Ada,  Nellie,  Almira 
May,  Leroy  and  Glenn.  Elmer  died  when  one  year 
old.  They  are  being  properlj'  trained  and  edu- 
cated, and  there  is  every  reason  to  suppose  will  do 
honor  to  their  parents  as  good  and  worthy  citizens 
of  the  future. 

Mr.  Payne  was  reared  in  the  principles  of  De- 
mocracy, and  to  this  party  has  given  his  honest 
adherence  since  becoming  a  voter.  He  has  been 
prominent  in  local  affairs,  holding  the  office  of 
Township  Assessor  nine  years,  foui-  years  in  Saun- 
ders County  and  five  years  in  Glenwood  Township, 
this  county.  He  has  also  served  as  Commissioner 
of  Highways.    Socially,  he  belongs  to  the  I.  O.  O.  F., 
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being  Past  Grand,  and  a  ilelegate  to  the  meeting  of 
the  Grand  Lodge  at  Omaha  in  the  fall  of  1888. 

Mr.  Paj'ne,  when  a  hid  of  thirteen  years,  while 
driving  a  team  of  spirited  horses  which  ran  awa3', 
was  thrown  out  of  the  wagon  and  suffered  the 
breaking  of  his  right  arm.  It  was  improperly  set 
and  never  recovered  its  former  strength.  In  some 
respects  this  has  proved  quite  a  drawb.ack  and  con- 
siderably interfered  with  his  strengtii  and  efficiency 
in  the  often  arduouo  labors  of  the  farm.  His  boys, 
however,  are  growing  up,  and  will  soon  be  able  to 
take  his  place,  and  the  industry  with  which  he  has 
labored  in  former  years  has  secured  to  him  the 
fair  prospect  of  something  for  his  ease  and  comfort 
in  his  declining  years. 


j^^  AMUEL  ECCLES,  one  of  the  highly  re- 
^^^  spected  and  valued  citizens  of  Riverside 
(ll/^  Township,  and  whose  residence  is  situated 
upon  section  3,  was  born  in  Chautanqua 
County,  N.  Y.,  on  the  19th  of  September,  1847. 
When  about  three  years  old,  his  parents,  John  and 
Mary  (Whitehead)  Eccles,  removed  across  the 
State  line  into  Warren  County,  Pa.,  which  adjoins 
Chautauqua  County.  Our  subject  was  about  three 
years  of  age  when  this  removal  was  made.  There 
he  was  brougiit  up  and  educated,  continuing  thus 
employed  until  he  was  in  his  sixteenth  year. 

Not  long  after  passing  his  fifteenth  birthday 
our  subject  enlisted  in  Company  M,  21st  Pennsyl- 
vania Cavalry,  and  served  about  seven  months, 
then  was  honorably  discharged.  His  regiment  was 
in  the  battle  of  Gettysburg,  and  saw  considerable 
service  in  conflicts  of  lesser  note.  His  army  expe- 
rience, while  no  less  dangerous,  though  perhaps 
somewhat  briefer  than  that  of  many  of  his  com- 
rades, left  him  unwounded,  although  the  horrors  of 
war  will  always  present  to  his  memory  a  picture 
aglow  with  terrors,  cruelties,  sorrows,  pain  and 
carnage. 

When  twenty  years  of  age  Mr.  Eccles  removed 
to  Henry  County,  111.,  and  there  made  his  home  for 
two  years,  when  he  removed  to  Guthrie  County, 
Iowa,  and  staid  for  one  year.  Thence  he  removed 
to  Michigan,  and  there  made  his  home  for  another 
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year.  His  health  then  failed  liini,  and  he  went  to 
Tennessee,  and  resided  at  Pomona  in  that  State  for 
about  two  years,  and  was  rewarded  by  a  complete 
recovery  of  vigorous,  rugged  health. 

Upon  the  24th  of  September,  1 872,  about  the 
time  our  subject  left  Tennessee,  he  was  united 
in  marriage  with  Miss  Alzada  Howd.  After  a 
happy  wedded  life  of  about  seven  years  this  lad3- 
died,  on  the  17th  of  September,  1879,  leaving  two 
children,  viz:  James  F.,  who  was  born  on  the  17th 
of  September,  1  877 ;  and  Esther  M.,  who  was  born 
Feb.  22,  1876,  and  died  April  14,  1881.  Our 
subject  w.as  married  a  second  time,  on  the  7th  of 
June,  1881,  to  Mary  E.  Cole.of  Plattsmoutli,  Neb., 
and  there  have  been  born  to  them  two  children, 
whose  names  are  Grace  and  William  L. 

Mr.  Eccles  has  a  fine  farm  of  114  acres  upon  sec- 
tion 3,  and  upon  this  he  has  erected  a  pretty,  sub- 
stantial dwelling,  well  situated,  and  in  the  midst  of 
attractive  surroundings.  He  has  made  ample  pro- 
vision for  the  comfort  and  welfare  of  his  stock,  his 
stables  being  well  constructed  and  arranged.  The 
date  of  his  entrance  to  this  county'  was  March,  1874, 
and  at  that  time  what  is  now  a  well-cultivated 
farm  was  then  native  prairie  in  all  its  wildness. 
By  far  the  greater  part  of  the  life  of  our  subject 
has  been  spent  in  farming,  and  he  is  thoroughly 
conversant  with  the  various  phases  and  parts  of  this 
work.  During  the  time  spent  in  Michigan  he  was 
engaged  in  handling  lumber,  and  in  Iowa  was  en- 
gaged in  railroading.  With  these  exceptions  and 
that  of  his  army  experience,  he  has  followed  agri- 
cultural pursuits. 

On  coming  to  this  State  our  subject  bad  in  his 
possession  some  $700  .as  the  foundation  of  his  fort- 
une. The  first  year  was  an  entire  failure,  owing 
to  the  grasshoppers,  and  by  them  his  crops  were 
entirely  destroyed,  leaving  him  to  start  the  next 
j'ear  with  one  team,  a  cow  and  a  few  implements. 
That  year  he  was  more  fortunate,  and  has  been  in- 
creasingly so  from  that  on;  patience,  perseverance 
and  industry  brought  him  through  that  time  of  trial, 
and  have  carried  him  on  to  prosi)erity.  The 
pleasant  home  which  heto-d.ay  enjoys,  and  his  well- 
stocked  farm,  are  the  harvests  these  have  produced 
for  him.  He  has  had  all  tlie  trials  and  difficulties  that 
crowd  upon  one  in  beginning  life  in  a  new  coun- 


4 


««*■ 


GAGK  COUNTT. 


try,  hut  has  borne  thein  all.  has  eanieri  the  coijfi- 
(Icnce  and  esteem  of  all  bis  neijjhbors,  and  attracted 
to  himself  many  friends  l\y  his  most  praiseworthy 
conduct  throughout.  The  farm  lies  ehieflj-  in  the 
v.iliey  of  the  Big  Blue  River,  and  is.  therefore, 
superior  to  the  higher  land,  which  is  liable  to  suf- 
fer from  drouth,  besides  not  being  so  rich  in  soil, 
and  this  is  one  of  the  best  farms  in  the  county. 

In  1886  our  subject  was  elected  Justice  of  the 
Peace,  and  the  following  year  Supervisor  of  the 
township,  and  re-elected  in  1888,  which  office  he 
still  holds.  Religiously,  our  subject  and  wife  are 
connected  with  the  United  Brethren  Church,  of 
Beatrice,  and  are  among  its  most  devout  members. 
Mr.  Eccles  is  also  a  member  of  the  G.  A.  R.,  Raw- 
lins Post  No.  35,  and  Beatrice  Lodge  No.  1 9,  of  the 
I.  O.  O.  F.  Politically,  he  is  a  Republican.  There 
are  few  families  more  appreciated  in  the  com- 
munit^Uhan  this  of  our  subject,  few  more  highl}' 
esteemed,  and  none  more  worthy. 

-^ -#^B ^ 

JAMES  W.  BRIDENTHAL.  Of  the  count- 
less numbers  who  have  gone  to  settle  up  the 
new  West,  few  have  been  more  enthusiastic, 
more  thoroughlj'  absorbed  with  the  thought 
that  they  were  working  for  the  future  as  well  as  for 
their  own  interests,  and  therefore,  more  pulilic- 
spirited  and  liberal-minded,  and  better  prepared  to 
undertake  the  hardships  and  trials  of  frontier  life, 
than  many  of  those  who  came  into  this  county. 
The  gentleman  of  whose  life  an  epitome  is  here- 
with presented  affords  a  happy  illustration  of  the 
above  fact. 

In  Sicily  Township,  on  section  23,  is  a  beautiful 
farm  of  320  acres,  in  an  excellent  state  of  cultiva- 
tion, the  property  of  our  subject,  whose  residence 
thereon  is  one  of  the  most  pleasant  homes  in  the 
countj'.  Mr.  Bridentlial  is  a  native  of  Pennsyl- 
vania, and  was  born  at  Chambersburg,  in  that  State, 
on  the  28th  of  April,  1836,  and  there  spent  the 
first  nine  years  of  his  life.  In  1845  his  parents 
removed  to  Wayne  County.  Ohio,  he  of  course 
accompanying  them,  and  in  that  place  the  greater 
part  of  his  education  was  received,  both  that  ob- 
tained in  the  common  schools,  and  that  which  gave 


him  a  knowledge  of  the  work  and  management  of 
the  farm. 

Subsequently  Mr.  Bridentlial  removed  to  Indi- 
ana, and  located  successively  in  Huntington,  Whit- 
ley and  Jlarshall  Counties.  From  the  latter,  about 
the  year  1855,  he  removed  to  Woodford  County, 
111.,  where  he  remained  until  tiie  fall  of  the  same 
year,  then  moved  to  Peoria  County,  111.,  where  he 
remained  until  1860,  tiien  went  to  Warren  County. 
During  this  time  he  had  been  laying  broad  and  deep 
a  solid  foundation  for  other  days,  and  making  pro- 
vision for  the  successand  prosperity  that  have  since 
come  to  him.  The  removal  of  our  subject  from 
Illinois  to  Gage  County  was  made  in  April,  1884, 
when,  after  prospecting  for  some  time,  he  concluded 
arrangements  which  led  to  his  present  settlement. 
Every  year  has  seen  his  property  increasing  in  value, 
and  the  harvests  more  abundant. 

While  in  Warren  County.  111.,  our  subject  made 
the  acqnaint.ance  of  Miss  Ella  S.  Butler,  who  is  a 
daughter  of  Isaac  and  Ann  L.  (Jones)  Butler,  who 
were  n.atives  of  Virginia  and  Pennsj'lvania  respect- 
ively, but  were  married  in  Ohio,  and  in  that  State 
made  their  home  for  several  years,  afterward  re- 
moving to  Indiana,  from  thereto  Illinois  in  1864, 
settling  in  Warren  County.  .  In  the  latter  State  her 
father  died,  in  1875,  aged  seventy -one  years,  and 
her  mother,  who  is  in  her  eightieth  year,  is  still 
living.  In  earlj^  life  both  became  members  of  the 
Christian  Church,  and  to  this  communion  Mrs. 
Butler  is  still  devoted. 

The  marriage  of  our  subject  was  celebrated  at 
Plymouth,  Marshall  Co.,  Ind.,  on  the  26th  of  Oc- 
tober, 1 860,  and  there  were  six  children  born  to 
them,  whose  names  are  recorded  as  follows:  Ken- 
neth D.,  Lake,  Maude,  Mae,  Charley  W.  and  Dick. 
All  these  are  living  except  Maude,  who  passed 
through  "the  valley  of  the  shadow  of  death"  upon 
the  1st  of  July,  1887,  having  reached  the  age  Of 
twenty-two  years.  Her  death  was  as  peaceful  .is 
her  life  had  been  beautiful,  and  the  mortograph 
"So  He  giveth  His  beloved  sleep"  is  most  happily 
fitting  in  her  case.  Kenneth  was  married,  Feb.  5, 
1884,  to  Miss  Lizzie  Rankin,  of  Warren  County, 
111.,  and  Lake  is  cashier  of  the  Wymore  Citizens' 
Bank. 

The  parents    of    our    subject,    John    and    Lydia 
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(Lciglity)  Briflentlial,  were  natives  of  Pciinsyl- 
vnnia,  wlieio  lliej'  were  married,  and  lived  until 
their  removal  to  Ohio  in  ]  845.  Their  familj'  com- 
prised eleven  cliildren.  of  whom  six  survive.  The 
father  of  our  subject  departed  this  life  in  the  year 
1858,  the  mother  in  1877,  both  at  their  home  in 
Indiana.  The  names  of  the  surviving  children  arc: 
ISarah,  Ellen,  L3'dia,  David  and  George. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Bridenthal,  with  their  d.iughter 
Mae,  are  very  devoted  members  of  the  Christian 
Church,  of  Wymore,  and  are  most  highly  esteemed 
in  that  communion.  For  a  number  of  years  our 
subject  held  the  office  of  Township  Supervisor  in 
Warren  County,  111.,  and  also  several  other  town- 
ship olflces.  In  matters  of  political  economj'  he  is 
deeplj'  interested,  and  although  usually  voting  the 
Democratic  ticket,  is  more  concerned  to  lend  his  in- 
fluence to  the  elevation  to  office  of  a  good  and  able 
man  than  a  mere  partisan. 

Accompanying  the  birgraphies  of  many  of  the 
leading  men  of  Gage  County  presented  in  this 
volume  are  their  portraits,  while  of  others  views  of 
their  residence  or  farm  property  are  given.  Among 
the  latter  class  is  Mr.  Bridenthal,  and  the  view 
I'eferred  to  is  presented  on  an  accompanying  page. 


5^\  AMUEL  KING,  Jr.  Among  the  men  who 
have  had  the  forethought  to  discern  the 
great  possibilities  of  the  State  of  Nebraska 
is  the  subject  of  this  sketch,  who  has  been 
ing  to  labor  and  to  wait,  and  who  has  suffered  no 
discouragements  to  dismay  him.  He  has  had  his 
battles  to  fight,  having  met  with  bitter  reverses,  but 
has  now  found  the  open  sea,  and,  with  the  comforts 
of  the  complete  modern  home,  is  enjoying  a  large 
measure  of  the  good  things  of  life. 

Tills  branch  of  the  King  family  is  of  excellent 
old  Pennsylvaniau  stock,  the  father  of  our  subject, 
Samuel  King,  Sr.,  having  been  born  in  Chester 
County,  that  State,  in  1774.  He  was  reared  to 
manhood  among  his  native  hills,  where  he  carried 
on  farming  for  himself  a  few  years,  and  then 
changing  his  location  to  the  city  of  Baltimore,  Md., 
changed  also  his  occupation  somewhat,  and  tried  the 
experiment  of  keeping  hotel.     The  venture  proved 


a  success,  and  lie  followed  the  business  for  fifteen 
years,  conducting  one  of  the  largest  houses  there. 
In  1824,  however,  he  went  back  to  Pennsylvania 
and  purchased  a  large  tract  of  land,  erected  tene- 
ment houses,  and  engaged  extensively  in  general 
farming,  including  stock-raising,  and  making  a 
specialty  of  the  latter,  dealing  in  stock,  and  feeding 
and  shipping.  He  was  thus  occupied  until  his 
death,  which  took  place  June  11,  1841. 

The  mother  of  our  subject  was  in  her  girlhood 
Miss  Ann  Phillips,  and  was  also  born  in  Chester 
County,  Pa.,  in  1783.  The  parents  wer(?  married 
Oct.  4,  1804.  The  Phillii)s  family  were  of  English 
extraction.  Mrs.  Ann  King  survived  her  husband 
a  number  of  years,  and  died  at  the  old  homestead 
in  Pennsylvania,  Dec.  12,  1858.  The  household 
circle  included  nine  children,  six  sons  and  three 
daughters,  six  of  whom  are  now  living:  The  eldest, 
William  S.,  is  medical  director  in  a  department  of 
one  of  the  Philadelphia  colleges;  Samuel,  of  our 
sketch,  is  next  to  the  eldest  living;  Israel  D.  is  a 
minister  of  the  Baptist  Church,  in  the  Quaker  City; 
Benjamin  F.  is  engaged  in  the  lumber  trade  at 
Chester,  Pa. ;  Louise  B.  is  the  wife  of  Philip  II. 
Davis  (deceased),  of  Kingman  County,  Kan.; 
Amanda  R.  is  the  wife  of  a  retired  merchant,  Ellis 
Adams,  of  Fairmount,  111. 

Our  subject  was  the  seventh  child  of  the  parental 
family,  and  was  born  in  Baltimore,  Md.,  on  St. 
Valentine's  Day,  Feb.  14,  1821.  Three  years  later 
his  father  returned  to  Chester  County,  Pa.,  and  he 
continued  a  member  of  the  parental  household  until 
the  death  of  his  father,  acquiring  his  education  in 
the  common  school,  and  assisting  in  the  labors  of 
the  farm.  Afterward  the  family  was  broken  up, 
and  our  subject  spent  some  time  thereafter  travel- 
ing, going  through  the  States  of  Virginia,  Tennessee, 
North  and  South  Carolina,  and  also  westward 
through  Illinois,  Iowa  and  Michigan.  At  Ft.  Atchi- 
son, Iowa,  he  visited  his  brother  William,  who  had 
been  sent  by  the  Government  to  that  point  as  Medi- 
cal Director.  The  military  post  organized  there  at 
that  time  was  for  the  purpose  of  protecting  the 
Winnebago  Indians,  and  was  guarded  by  United 
States  troops. 

Mr.  King  spent  some  time  in  this  portion  of  the 
West,  hunting  and  fishing,  and  then  returned  to  his 
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mother  and  her  family  in  Philadelphia.  He  re- 
mained with  them  a  year,  then  going  into  Spottsyl- 
vania  Countj',  Va.,  commenced  farming,  and  a  year 
later,  in  1844,  was  married  to  Miss  Eliza  Adams. 
This  lady  was  the  danghter  of  Joseph  and  Martha 
(Post)  Adams,  and  was  born  in  New  York  about 
1822.  Her  parents  were  natives  of  New  Jersey, 
and  spent  their  last  days  in  Virginia.  Our  subject 
followed  farming  in  the  Old  Dominion  until  the 
outbreak  of  the  Rebellion.  He  had  been  born  in  a 
peaceable  Quaker  community  and  did  not  believe 
in  fighting,  much  less  in  flg-hting  against  the  Union, 
and  suffered  all  sorts  of  persecution.  He  was  finally 
ordered  into  the  Confederate  army,  but  refused  to 
serve,  but  as  the  means  of  saving  his  life  took  an 
oath  to  countenance  the  Rebellion.  He  was  then 
allowed  to  return  home,  and  was  left  in  peace  for  a 
year. 

At  the  expiration  of  this  time  there  was  a  general 
conscription  into  the  rehel  army,  and  Mr.  King  w.is 
again  chosen  as  a  victim,  but  through  the  interven- 
tion of  friends  his  release  was  again  secured.  Later 
he  was  arrested  on  the  charge  of  disloyalty,  and 
thrust  into  Libby  Prison,  where  he  was  confined 
five  months,  and  suffered  in  common  with  tlie  other 
unfortunates  there  all  the  cruel  outrages  and  pri- 
vations which  have  become  a  matter  of  history. 
Three  out  of  every  four  succumbed  to  their  sufferings 
in  that  terrible  place  during  the  sojourn  of  Mr.  King 
there,  and  he  barely  escaped  with  his  life.  He  was 
finally  summoned  before  Judge  Baxter  of  the  Con- 
federate Court,  and  his  release  again  effected 
through  the  intervention  of  influential  friends. 

Mr.  King,  after  reaching  his  home  once  more,  to 
which  he  had  been  transported  in  a  public  con- 
veyance, remained  with  his  family  a  month,  and 
then  determined  to  escape  the  surveillance  to  which 
he  was  subjected  by  the  rebel  authorities.  Taking 
one  of  his  blooded  horses,  remarkable  for  its  speed 
and  endurance,  he  set  forth  one  night,  and,  swim- 
ming the  Rappahannock,  managed  to  escape  the  rebel 
guards  and  pass  in  safety  through  the  Union  lines 
into  Alexandria.  There  he  told  his  story,  and  was 
summoned  before  the  Provost  Marshal  and  ex- 
amined as  to  his  allegiance  to  the  United  States 
Government.  The  result  being  satisfactory  he  was 
sent  on  to  Washington,  and   shortly  afterward    his 


knowledge  of  the  face  of  the  country  South  was  util- 
ized in  the  mapping  out  of  that  section  for  the  benefit 
of  the  Union  Army.  He  was  thus  engaged  al)OUt  three 
months,  and  in  the  meantime  his  property  in  Vir- 
ginia was  being  destroyed  by  the  rebels,  and  his 
family  suffering  all  the  indignities  which  the  Con- 
federates dared  to  heap  upon  them.  His  mill 
building  was  razed  to  the  ground,  the  household 
furniture  and  piano  broken  up,  and  the  whole  prem- 
ises laid  waste.  His  farm  had  been  very  productive, 
his  crops  of  melons  alone  sometimes  realizing  fur 
bim  the  sum  of  $5,000. 

The  family  of  Mr.  King  finally  joined  him  in 
Washington,  and,  broken  in  health  and  spirits, 
without  means  and  far  from  his  friends,  Mr.  King 
commenced  as  best  he  could  the  desperate  Struggle 
before  him.  He  finally  returned  to  his  native  city 
of  Baltimore,  and  engaged  in  life  insurance,  but  this 
proving  a  failure  he  next  tried  fanning.  He  finally 
effected  an  exchange  of  his  land  for  property  in 
Tennessee,  to  which  he  repaired  after  the  close  of 
the  war,  as  even  then  he  did  not  dare  to  return  to  his 
old  home  in  Virginia.  The  Tennessee  laud,  how- 
ever, was  unproductive,  and  in  1875  he  left  that 
section  of  country  for  Vermilion  County,  111.,  where 
he  followed  farming  a  year,  then  moved  to  Dakota, 
and  engaged  in  wlieat-raising  quite  successfully, 
having  fine  crops.  He  still  owns  the  forty  acres  he 
filed  there,  and  which  was  about  the  last  of  the  land 
subject  to  pre-emption  in  that  region. 

Mr.  King  came  to  this  State  in  1887,  and  pur- 
chased his  present  farm  of  160  acres  on  section  2, 
in  Filley  Township.  He  is  now  upon  his  feet  again 
and  prospering,  making  a  specialty  of  corn  and 
stock.  The  wife  of  his  youth  departed  this  life  at 
their  home  in  Virginia,  Sept.  17,  1857.  Of  this 
union  there  had  been  born  four  children:  Frank 
M.,  who  was  born  Dec.  22,  1856,  is  farming  in 
Pembina  County,  Dak. ;  Anna  L.,  born  March  23, 
1847,  is  living  in  Westport,  Conn.;  Laura  M.,  born 
April  20,  1849,  is  in  Illinois;  and  Kate  E.,  Mrs. 
Booker,  born  July  16,  1851,  is  a  resident  of  Dakota. 

The  second  marriage  of  Mr.  King  occurred  May 
19,  1859,  with  Miss  Ann  Elizabeth,  daughter  of 
James  P.  and  Susan  (Phillips)  Chartters,  who  spent 
the  last  years  of  their  lives  in  Virginia.  Mr.  Chart- 
ters was  born  on  the    Atlantic  Ocean  during   the 
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pnssnge  of  his  paicnts  from  Scotland,  and  his  wife 
was  .1  native  of  tiie  Old  Dominion.  Mr.  C.  w.as  a 
farmer  by  occupation,  and  lived  to  a  good  old  age, 
his  death  taking  place  in  Virginia,  Jan.  4,  188G. 
The  mother  passed  awa}'  Aug.  29,  1885. 

Mrs.  Ann  Elizabeth  King  was  born  in  Spottsylvn- 
nia,  Va.,  March  15,  1838,  and  of  her  marriage  with 
our  subject  there  were  born  the  children  whose 
record  is  as  follows:  Lillie,  now  Mrs.  Emmons 
Davis,  was  married  twice;  her  first  husband  was 
Robert  E.  Lucas,  wlio  was  drowned  while  trying  to 
cross  a  river  in  April,  1882;  Jlr.  Davis  is  occupied 
in  farming  in  Filiey.  James  W.  is  farming  in  Dakota ; 
M.ary  P.  is  the  wife  of  Henry  11.  Haines,  of  Wash- 
ington, D.  C. ;  David  F.,  Harry  M.,  Edgar  H.  and 
Lelia  M.  are  at  home  with  their  parents.  It  is 
hardly  necessary  to  say  that  Mr.  King  is  a  member 
of  the  Republican  party,  and  in  religious  matters 
he  and  his  family  bcdong  to  the  Baptist  Church. 

The  homestead,  a  view  of  which  accompanies  this 
sketch,  is  pleasantly  situated,  the  dwelling  sur- 
rounded with  fruit  and  shade  trees,  ai.d  is  without 
question  the  abode  of  plenty  and  comfort.  Mr. 
King  enjoj's  the  confidence  and  respect  of  his  neigh- 
bors, and  is  contributing  his  quota  toward  the  de- 
velopment of  the  resources  of  this  part  of  Nebraska. 

j^s^  TEPHEN  A.  SMITH.  Old  pioneers  and 
^^^  settlers  of  Nebraska  have  often  remarked 
(^£^)  upon  the  change  of  climate,  difference  of 
rainfall,  and  consequent  improvement  of 
soil,  since  throughout  the  State  so  much  attention 
has  been  given  to  the  planting  of  all  kinds  of  fruit, 
shade  and  other  trees.  If,  as  is  stated,  Nebraska 
has  been  so  largely  benefited  by  forestry,  men  who, 
like  our  subject,  devote  their  time,  attention  and 
skill  to  raising  trees  and  bringing  them  to  a  con- 
dition where  thej-  may  be  safe  to  set  out  in  the 
open  with  every  reasonable  expectation  of  their 
flourishing,  are  much-to-be-prized  members  of  a 
community. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch,  proprietor  of  the  Blue 
Springs  and  Wymore  Nurseries,  which  are  situated 
on  section  1 5  of  Blue  Springs  Township,  has  brought 
to  this  work  an   intimate  knowledge  of  trees  and 


soils,  the  various  advantageous  and  deleterious  in- 
fluences affecting  favorably  or  otherwise  the  tender 
life  of  the  j-onng  tree.  To  this  is  owing  the  large 
measure  of  success  it  is  his  pleasure  to  enjoy  in  his 
business.  He  was  born  on  the  17th  of  March, 
1845,  in  McMinn  Countj',  Tenn..  and  is  the  son  of 
Elijah  S.  and  Mary  J.  Smith,  of  McDonough  County. 
III.  His  father  is  a  native  of  South  Carolina,  who 
migrated  to  Illinois  about  the  year  1848. 

In  the  matter  of  education  our  subject  is  better 
off  than  many  of  his  fellows,  for.  in  addition  to  re- 
ceiving the  usu.al  instruction  in  the  classes  of  the 
common  school,  he  took  the  full  course  in  the  Bur- 
lington Collegiate  Institute,  in  the  city  of  that 
name  in  Iowa.  After  this  he  gave  his  attention 
to  farming  until  the  3'ear  1870,  when  he  came  to 
this  county  and  settled  in  Sicily  Townshii),six  miles 
west  of  Blue  Sjirings  and  seven  miles  south  of 
Beatrice. 

In  1870  our  subject  settled  upon  the  property  he 
occupies  at  present,  which  includes  ICO  acres,  all  of 
which  is  devoted  to  his  special  line  of  business.  It 
is  his  successful  endeavor  to  keep  on  hand  every 
stage  of  developing  perfection,  every  variet}'  of 
budded  fruit,  and  the  large  miscellany  of  standard 
trees  for  which  there  is  always  a  demand.  Those 
of  the  Russian  species,  which  are  more  adapted  to 
this  climate,  receive  from  him  special  attention. 
His  business  has  grown  steadily  and  rapidly,  it 
being  his  reputation  to  be  in  all  points  strictly  hon- 
orable, and  in  all  matters  of  business  of  unquestion- 
able integrity. 

Our  subject  was  united  in  marriage,  on  the  11th 
of  November,  1874,  with  Ettie  Tobyne,  who  was 
born  in  Ogle  County,  III.,  July  19, 1855,  .ind  is  the 
daughter  of  James  and  Caroline  Tobyne,  natives  of 
Canada  and  Germany  respectively,  and  the  former 
of  whom  is  deceased.  To  our  subject  have  been 
born  three  children,  whose  names  are  as  follows: 
Allen,  Elton  and  Estelle. 

Mr.  Smith  and  his  wife  are  members  in  good 
standing  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  and 
enjoy  the  entire  confidence  and  regard  of  not  sim- 
ply their  fellow-members,  but  of  the  community  at 
large.  Alive  to  his  responsibility  as  a  citizen,  and 
ever  ready  to  take  his  part  in  the  same,  he  is,  how- 
ever, not  enamored  of  office,  and  has  never  sought 
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any  of  these  public  trusts,  Political  questions  are 
by  him  carefully  studied,  and  he  is  well  posted 
upon  the  issues  before  the  country  and  State.  He 
usually  votes  with  the  Prohibition  party,  but  re- 
serves for  himself  the  privilege  of  voting  rather  ac- 
cording to  principle  than  party. 

_^ .vg-|„(-S>,  t,-^ 


C=!i)EORGE  BLACHART.  In  Adaras  Town- 
^-,  ship  no  man  is  more  highly  respected  than 
jj  the  subject  of  the  following  narrative,  who, 
the  only  unmarried  child  of  his  aged  parents,  is 
giving  to  them  his  tender,  filial  care,  and  smoothing 
their  pathway  down  the  decline  of  life.  With  them 
he  occupies  a  good  farm  in  Adams  Township,  and 
in  his  agricultural  and  business  operations  is  meet- 
ing with  deserved  success. 

AVilliam  and  Catherine  (Fuller)  Blachart,  the  par- 
ents of  our  subject,  are  natives  of  Fulton  County, 
Pa.  The  father  engaged  in  keeping  hotel  at  Blairs- 
villc,  Indiana  Co.,  Pa.,  until  being  burned  out  in 
1856.  This  involved  the  loss  of  all  his  earthly  pos- 
sessions, and  left  him  a  poor  man  with  a  family  of 
five  children  on  his  hands.  Believing  that  he  could 
do  better  in  the  young  and  rapidly  growing  State 
of  Illinois,  he  repaired  thither  with  his  family,  set- 
tling in  Henderson  County,  where  he  engaged  in 
farming  several  years,  and  until  coming  to  Ne- 
braska. 

The  father  of  our  subject  upon  coming  to  this 
section  secured  320  acres  of  land  in  Adams  Town- 
ship, and  here  he  has  since  continued  to  reside. 
He  has  now  reached  the  advanced  age  of  eighty 
years,  and  the  mother  is  seventy  years  old.  Their 
son  William  B.  married  Miss  Anna  Grund ;  J.  E. 
married  Miss  Jennie  Helems.  and  has  two  chil- 
dren— Katie  M.  and  Fayette  E.;  Mary  became  the 
wife  of  J.  O.  Morris,  and  is  the  mother  of  three 
children — Lily,  Myrtle  and  Darley;  Anna,  Mrs. 
D.  H.  Moore,  resides  in  Adams  Township,  and  is 
the  mother  of  seven  children,  namely:  Guy  W., 
Raj'  I.,  Fred,  Leon,  Ernest  and  Burnus  (twins),  and 
Hugh. 

George  Blachart  was  born  in  the  native  county 
of  his  parents,  Fulton,  Pa.,  Oct.  9,  1842,  and  re- 
ceived a   good   education  in  the   schools   of   Indi- 


ana County,  that  State,  to  which  his  parents  re- 
moved when  he  was  a  child.  As  the  oldest  boy  he 
was  at  an  early  age  invested  with  serious  responsi- 
bilities, especially  after  his  father  lost  so  much  prop- 
erty by  the  burning  of  his  hotel.  Upon  the  outbreak 
of  the  Civil  War,  however,  he  devised  a  way  by 
which  he  could  be  spared  from  home  to  go  and  as- 
sist in  the  subjugation  of  the  enemies  of  freedom 
and  union.  He  enlisted  in  Company  H,  lo6th  Illi- 
nois Infantrj',  for  one  year  or  during  the  w.ar,  and 
with  his  company  was  most  of  the  time  engaged  in 
the  reconstruction  of  railroads,  guarding  rebel  pris- 
oners, and  such  other  duties  as  were  inseparably 
connected  with  the  success  and  well-being  of  the 
Union  forces.  At  the  time  of  Lee's  surrender  Com- 
pany H  was  stationed  at  Memphis,  Tenn.,  and  there 
Mr.  Blachart  received  his  honorable  discharge. 
Our  subject  after  leaving  the  army  hastened  home, 
and  since  that  time  has  been  the  mainstay  of  those 
now  dependent  upon  him.  He  has  little  time  to 
devote  to  mattei-s  outside,  but  keeps  himself  well 
posted  upon  current  events,  and  uniformly  votes 
the  Republican  ticket. 


JOHN  W.  WAGNER,  of  Midland  Township, 
is  numbered  among  the  early  citizens  of  this 
county,  his  residence  here  dating  from  July, 
1867.  He  is  the  owner  of  a  whole  section 
of  land,  the  accumulation  of  a  life  of  industry  and 
economj'.  A  native  of  County  Cork,  Ireland,  he 
was  born  on  the  28th  of  March,  1816,  and  about 
the  3'ear  1819  his  parents,  William  and  Barbara 
(Patterson)  Wagner,  left  their  native  country  and 
came  to  America,  locating  on  a  farm  embraced  in 
the  parish  of  Westtield,  near  St.  Johns,  New  Bruns- 
wick. The  mother  died  about  18.52,  and  the  father 
ten  years  later,  in  1862.  They  left  a  family  of 
eight  children,  of  whom  our  subject  is  the  eldest 
and  the  only  one  born  in  Ireland.  Of  the  sisters 
and  brothers  two  are  deceased,  their  names  being 
Sarah  and  Jane;  the  latter  departed  this  life  on  the 
1st  of  September,  1839.  iVIary,  the  wife  of  Thomas 
Seeley,  and  Ann,  Mrs.  John  McCluskey,  are  resi- 
dents of  New  Brunswick;  Margaret  is  the  wife  of 
Joseph  Burden,  of  Chelsea,  Mass.;  Richard  remains 
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in  the  country  of  liis  liirtli,  nnd  Henry  is  a  resident 
of  this  county. 

At  the  time  of  iiis  journey  across  the  ocean  Mr. 
AVagner  was  too  small  to  be  impressed  with  any  of 
the  incidents  of  the  voyage.  He  spent  his  early 
youth  on  his  father's  farm,  and  attended  school  at 
St.  Johns,  making  his  home  with  his  parents  until 
he  grew  to  manliood.  ]n  August,  1841,  he  was 
united  in  marriage  with  the  present  companion  and 
sharer  of  his  joys,  who  in  her  girlhood  was  Miss 
Eleanor  Laue.  Mrs.  AVagner  is  also  a  native  of 
County  Cork,  Ireland,  the  daughter  of  William  and 
Margaret  (Daily)  Lane,  and  was  born  on  the  2d 
of  May.  1822.  About  the  time  of  the  great  famine 
in  Ireland  ( 1 847-48),  the  family  emigrated  to  Amer- 
ica, also  choosing  New  Brunswick  as  a  place  of  resi- 
dence, and  settled  near  8t.  Johns.  The  mother  died 
in  that  place,  and  after  Miss  Eleanor's  marriage 
with  our  subject  her  father  came  to  Nebraska  and 
made  his  home  with  her,  living  to  the  age  of  one 
hundred  and  six  years  and  three  months.  The  follow- 
ing is  the  record  so  far  as  known  of  the  nine  children 
who  comprised  the  family'  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Laue: 
Henry  and  Eliza  died  in  Wisconsin;  William  died 
in  Rochester,  N.  Y.,  leaving  a  huge  family;  John 
resides  in  New  Brunswick,  and  of  tlie  remaining 
members  of  the  family  all  are  deceased  except  the 
wife  of  our  subject. 

After  their  marriage  our  subject  and  his  wife  re- 
sided in  New  Brunswick  until  1858,  when  thej'  re- 
moved to  Kenosha  Count}',  Wis.,  where  they  were 
engaged  in  farming  until  their  removal  to  this  State. 
The  estate  embraces  480  acres  of  land  on  section  22, 
Midland  Township,  and  100  acres  on  sections  10,  15, 
4  and  fi.  The  homestead  is  noticeable  for  its  good 
improvements,  which  include  a  substantial  dwelling 
and  the  necessary  barns  and  stock  buildings.  Mr. 
Wagner  gives  attention  to  the  growing  of  cereals 
and  general  farm  products  and  the  raising  of  cattle. 
He  and  his  estimable  wife  have  reason  to  feel  grati- 
fied with  the  result  of  their  labors,  surrounded  as 
they  are  by  all  the  comforts  of  life. 

The  Wagner  family  includes  eight  bright,  intelli- 
gent children  (three  others,  named  Henry  L.,  War- 
ren C.  and  Ella  A.,  having  been  called  from  the 
happy  fold),  and  to  them  have  been  given  the  names 
of   Frank  T.,  William  A.,  John  P.,  liichard  W., 


Sarah  Jane,  George  A.,  Abel  E.  and  Jlargaret  K. 
The  .incestors  of  our  subject  were  adherents  of  the 
Episcopal  faith,  and  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Wagner  are  mem- 
bers of  the  same  church.  Among  his  fellowmcn  he 
bears  an  unblemished  reputation,  and  has  received 
from  their  hands  the  election  to  the  office  of  Town- 
ship Treasurer,  which  proves  to  what  an  extent  he 
enjoys  their  esteem.  Where  political  matters  Jire 
discussed,  our  subject  speaks  heartily  in  favor  of 
the  Republican  party. 

A  view  of  the  Wagner  homestead  and  its  sur- 
roundings, which  will  be  found  on  another  page, 
indicates  perhaps  butter  than  any  words  which  we 
might  use  to  what  good  purpose  the  time  and  talents 
of  the  proprietor  have  been  employed. 


^^IIOMAS  LkPOIDEVIN  is  one  of  tlie  pio- 
((^^^  "cers  of  the  year  1866,  and  one  of  the  large 
^^^  land-owners  and  substantial  farmers  of  this 
county,  residing  on  section  13,  Midland  Township, 
where  he  is  very  pleasantly  located.  He  was  born 
on  the  Island  of  Guernsey,  one  of  the  beautiful 
little  islands  in  the  English  Channel,  on  the  25th  of 
March,  1840.  His  parents.  Job  and  Rachael  Le- 
Poidevin,  were  also  natives  of  Guernsey,  and  had 
cared  for  a  family  of  seven  children,  whose  names 
are  appended :  Thomas,  Rachael,  Amelia,  Alice, 
John,  Joseph  and  Alfred.  All  of  the  sons  came  to 
the  United  States,  Joseph  and  Alfred  being  resi- 
dents of  New  York  City.  J(jhn  and  Thomas  of  this 
county. 

The  parents  of  our  subject  lived  on  a  farm,  and 
he,  as  the  eldest  son,  was  early  called  to  assume  his 
share  of  the  family  burden  in  assisting  his  father  to 
provide  for  their  maintenance.  Consequently  he 
was  permitted  to  attend  school  but  a  short  time, 
and  his  education  is  the  result  of  a  business  contact 
with  many  people  rather  than  a  close  acquaintance 
with  text-books.  In  18G3  he  left  his  native  home 
and  came  to  the  United  States,  going  direct  to 
AVisconsin,  and  first  stopping  in  Racine  County, 
where  he  for  a  time  engaged  as  a  farm  hand.  In 
18G6  he  came  to  this  State,  and  took  advantage  of 
the  generous  offer  of  the  Government  to  provide 
him  with  a  homestead,  selecting  the  southwest  quar- 
ter of  section  13,  Midland  Township,  on  which  he 
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still  resides.  He  now  owns  240  acres  of  land,  ail 
in  an  improved  condition,  which  is  the  result  of  his 
own  perseverance  and  industry,  on  which  he  has 
erected  an  attractive  and  substantial  dwelling,  with 
convenient  barns  and  farm  buildings  for  the  storage 
of  the  farm  produce  and  the  shelter  of  the  stock. 
He  gives  attention  to  the  raising  of  cattle,  horses 
and  hogs,  and  from  a  financial  standpoint  his  voca- 
tion has  i)roved  successful. 

On  the  5th  of  December,  1867,  our  subject  was 
united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Teanna  Tanner,  a  na- 
tive of  Switzerland.  She  was  born  on  the  14th  of 
January,  1847,  near  Berne,  and  is  a  daughter  of 
John  and  Catharine  Tanner,  who  are  now  residing 
in  Logan  Township,  this  county.  The  family  of 
our  subject  and  his  wife  includes  nine  cliildren,  the 
older  members  budding  into  young  manhood  and 
womanhood,  attractive  and  intelligent,  on  whom  are 
bestowed  the  following  names:  Adelia,  Amelia, 
John,  Bertha,  Mabel,  Ezra,  Charlie,  Marie  and  Jose- 
phine. The  parents  of  our  subject  were  religious 
people,  who  did  not  shrink  from  the  duty  of  plac- 
ing before  their  children  the  truths  of  religion  and 
the  example  of  Christian  lives;  thus  our  subject  was 
early  in  life  taught  to  believe  in  the  Scriptures,  ac- 
cording to  the  doctrines  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church,  but  while  he  is  a  believer  in  the  Christian 
religon  he  has  not  yet  identified  himself  with  any 
church. 

During  his  residence  in  his  native  land  our  sub- 
ject was  loyal  to  his  Sovereign,  and  served  for  seven 
years  in  the  militia  of  H.  R.  H.  Queen  Victoria. 
Since  his  removal  to  his  adopted  country  he  has 
informed  himself  on  all  topics  of  public  interest,  in 
order  that  he  might  be  qualified  to  act  as  an  intelli- 
gent and  enterprising  citizen,  and  in  matters  of 
politics  affiliates  with  tiie  Republican  party. 

A  view  of  tlie  farm  property  of  Mr.  LePoidevin 
is  shown  in  this  connection. 


f^^-^REDERlCK  H.  LOHMEYER.    In  February, 

P|i  1883,  the  subject  of  this  sketch  came  to 
Glen  wood  Township  with  his  wife  and  one 
child,  settling  on  iiis  present  farm  of  160  acres  on 
section  18.     Since  that  time  his  little  homestead  has 


received  his  entire  attention,  and  is  rising  into 
prominence  as  one  of  the  most  desirable  pieces 
of  property  in  the  locality.  He  understands  the 
proper  cultivation  of  the  soil,  and  is  effecting  the  im- 
provements consistent  with  his  means,  adding  each 
year  something  to  the  beauty  and  value  of  the 
premises.  He  has  recently  completed  a  handsome 
dwelling,  and  has  around  liim  already  many  of  the 
comforts  and  conveniences  suggestive  of  an  older 
man  and  a  longer  residence. 

The  early  home  of  our  subject  was  on  tiie  other 
side  of  the  Atlantic,  he  having  been  born  in  tiie 
Province  of  Hanover,  Germany,  May  7,  1849. 
When  a  lad  of  twenty  years  he  emigrated  to  the 
United  States  alone.  He  first  settled  in  the  count3' 
of  Iowa,  in  the  State  of  that  name.  After  occupy- 
ing this  four  years,  he  removed  to  the  vicinity  of 
Fremont,  Dodge  Co.,  Neb.,  and  from  there  a  year 
afterward  changed  his  residence  to  Dawson  County. 
They  lived  there  three  years,  where  he  took  a  claim, 
but  which  he  kept  about  three  years,  then  went  to 
Mitchell  County,  Kan.  Our  subject,  after  a  sojourn 
of  three  years  in  the  latter,  moved  into  Washington 
County,  that  State,  living  there  also  three  years, 
and  at  the  expiration  of  this  time  took  up  his  abode 
in  this  county. 

In  the  Fatherland  young  Lohme^^er  assisted  his 
father  at  blacksmithing,  locksmithing  and  farming, 
and  also  worked  some  in  the  distillery  owned  by 
the  latter.  The  father,  Frederick  Lohmeyer,  was  a 
native  of  Hanover,  and  married  Miss  Margaret  En- 
gel,  a  native  of  his  own  Province.  The3'  were  the 
parents  of  six  children,  of  whom  Frederick,  Jr., 
was  the  eldest  son  and  second  child.  Our  subject 
is  considerably  interested  in  stock-raising,  and  will 
probably  extend  his  operations  in  this  direction,  as 
he  gradually  gathers  about  him  the  facilities  for 
doing  so. 

In  Washington  County,  Kan.,  Mr.  Lohmeyer  was 
married,  Nov.  9,  1880,  to  Miss  Caroline,  daughter 
of  Jacob  and  Elizabeth  Ann  (Day)  Gundclfinger^ 
who  were  natives  respectively  of  Germany  and  Illi- 
nois. Ml-.  G.  emigrated  to  America  when  a  young 
man,  and  is  now  living  in  Hanover,  Washington 
Co.,  Kan.,  having  settled  there  in  June,  1860.  The 
mother  died  in  Hanover,  Kan.,  Aug.  29,  1885. 
They  were  the  parents  of  eleven  children,  of  whom 
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Mrs.  L.  was  the  second  born.  She  first  opened  lier 
ej-ps  to  the  light  in  Hanover,  Washington  Co.,  Kan., 
Oct.  3,  1861,  and  was  there  reared  to  womanhood, 
remaining  with  her  parents  nntil  her  marriage.  She 
is  now  the  mother  of  four  children,  three  of  whom, 
Maggie  E.  C,  Anna  and  John  G.,  they  with  sad 
hearts  consigned  to  little  graves  in  infancy.  Their 
only  child,  Frederick  Jacob,  was  born  Aug.  5,  1  881. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Lohmeyer  are-raembers  of  the 
Lutheran  Church,  in  the  doctrines  of  which  they 
had  been  trained  from  childhood.  Mr.  L.  believes 
in  progress  and  reform,  and  politically',  is  a  decided 
Republican. 


/^5s^  TEPIIEN  S.  JONES,  editor  and  proprietor 
^^^  of  the  Blue  Sjjrings  Motor,  comes  of  excel- 
(lL£_il)  lent  Welsh  ancestry.  His  father,  Edward 
S.  Jones,  was  born  in  Wales  in  1818,  and 
emigrated  to  America  when  a  young  man  twenty- 
two  years  of  age.  Locating  in  Pittsburgh,  Pa.,  he 
followed  his  trade  of  stair-builder,  finally  becoming 
a  contractor,  and  was  a  resident  of  the  Smoky  Citj' 
for  a  period  of  twenty  years. 

Upon  leaving  Pennsylvania  the  father  of  our 
subject  took  up  his  abode  in  Tluirraan,  Ohio,  where 
he  has  resided  since  1855.  He  followed  his  busi- 
ness of  contractor  a  number  of  years,  then  retired, 
and  is  spending  his  last  days  in  peace  and  comfort. 
The  mother,  Mrs.  Eliza  (Evans)  Jones,  was  born  in 
Wales  also,  and  emigrated  to  America  whenayoung 
lady  of  eighteen  years.  She  subsequently  lived  in 
Philadelphia,  Pittsburgh,  and  Youngstown,  Ohio, 
and  departed  this  life  at  her  home  in  Thurman, 
Ohio.  April  21,  1888.  The  family  included  eight 
children,  five  sons  and  three  daughters,  six  of  whom 
are  living,  and  are  now  residents  mostly  of  Ohio. 

The  subject  of  our  sketch  was  born  at  Pittsburgh, 
Pa.,  Oct.  8,  1850,  and  when  five  years  of  age  re- 
moved to  Thurman,  Ohio,  with  his  parents.  He 
received  a  common-school  education,  completing 
his  studies  at  the  academy  in  Gallipolis,  and  the 
Normal  School  at  Lebanon,  Ohio,  in  1870.  He 
afterward  was  employed  as  a  teacher  in  the  schools 
of  Thurman  until  1872,  and  in  May  of  that  year 
started  for  the  West.     His   first  residence  in  this 


State  was  in  Rulo,  where  he  olliciated  as  Principal 
of  the  schools  of  that  place  two  years,  and  from 
there  went  to  Galipolis,  Ohio,  and  for  a  year  was  in 
the  teachers'  department  of  the  academy  there. 
Later  he  returned  to  Thurman,  where  he  taught 
school  and  studied  law.  He  was  .admitted  to  the 
bar,  and  returned  to  Rulo  in  1876.  There  he  was 
again  m.ade  Principal  of  the  city  schools,  and  indue 
time  w.as  elected  County  Superintendent,  serving  as 
such  two  years.  Next  he  had  charge  of  the  Ster- 
ling schools,  with  which  he  w.as  connected  for 
one  year,  and  in  1880  was  called  to  Liberty,  the 
schools  of  which  he  was  connected  with  one  year. 
Then  becoming  interested  in  newspaper  work,  he 
purchased  the  Liberty  Journal,  which  be  con- 
ducted a  year,  then  sold,  and  invested  his  capital  in 
the  Blue  Springs  Motrjr,  Vah.  1,  1883.  This  paper 
he  also  sold  a  3'ear  later,  and  for  two  years  follow- 
ing was  editor  of  the  Beatrice  Republican.  At  the 
expiration  of  this  time  he  returned  to  Blue  Springs, 
repurchased  the  Motor,  and  is  now  giving  his  at- 
tention to  the  business  connected  therewith. 

Mr.  Jones  w.is  married,  May  14.  1873,  to  Miss 
Alberta  R.  Easley,  of  Rulo,  and  they  have  become 
the  ijarents  of  two  children — Blanche  and  P^aslej'. 
Mrs.  Jones  was  born  in  Halifax  County,  Va.,  July 
11,  1855,  and  is  the  daughter  of  Albert  and  P^liza- 
beth  Easley,  who  were  natives  of  Virginia,  and  are 
now  residents  of  Falls  City,  this  State.  The  father  is 
retired  from  active  business.  Mrs.  Jones  was  care- 
fully reared  and  educated,  and  lived  at  home  with 
her  parents  until  her  marriage. 


\f:OHN  S.  JONES,  a  late  resident  of  Barncs- 
I  ton  Township,  having  spent  many  years  in 
jl  well-doing,  has  gone  to  receive  the  reward 
(^^  which  is  promised  to  those  who  lead  con- 
sistent and  Christian  lives  on  earth.  He  was  born 
in  Wales,  in  September,  1844,  and  was  a  son  of 
Thomas  Jones  (deceased),  who  was  a  native  of  the 
same  country.  When  he  was  about  twenty-seven 
years  old  he  made  up  his  mind  to  come  to  America, 
and  in  1872  he  departed  from  his  native  land,  and 
after  enduring  the  voyage  across  the  water  arrived 
safely  in   the  harbor  for  which  he  was  bound.     He 
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mafle  his  home  in  Shenandoah  County,  Pa.,  and 
for  five  years  worked  in  the  coal  mines,  after  which, 
in  1877,  he  went  to  Williamsburg,  Iowa,  and  began 
farming.  For  four  years  he  continued  the  pur- 
suit of  agriculture  in  that  place,  and  in  the  spring  of 
1881  he  brought  his  family  to  this  county,  making 
his  home  where  the  family  now  live. 

On  the  18tli  of  August,  18C9,  our  subject  was 
united  in  marriage  in  his  native  country  to  Miss 
Ann  S.  Lloyd,  a  daughter  of  John  and  Elizabeth 
Lloyd,  who  were  natives  of  the  same  country.  She 
WHS  horn  in  September,  1842,  and  came  with  our 
subject  to  the  United  States  in  1872.  By  their 
marriage  they  have  become  the  parents  of  eight 
children,  whose  names  and  the  dates  of  whose  births 
are  noted  as  follows;  Lizzie  was  born  on  the  loth 
of  August,  1870;  Sarah,  on  the  4th  of  Octolier, 
1872;  Maggie,  on  the  31st  of  March,  1  875;  John  T., 
on  the  3d  of  August,  1877;  Mary  E.,  on  the  10th  of 
October,  1 880  ;  Robert  V.,  on  the  10th  of  November, 
1882;  Edith,  on  the  16th  of  April,  1885;  and  Lu- 
ther E.,  on  the  1st  of  March,  1887.  At  tiie  time 
when  this  growing  family  so  much  needed  the  care 
and  protection  of  a  kind  father  he  was  taken  from 
them,  leaving  to  his  bereaved  wife  the  burden  of 
caring  for  a  family  whose  oldest  son  was  about 
eleven  years  old.  He  died  on  the  10th  of  July, 
1888,  and  his  family  was  not  only  deprived  of  an 
affectionate  husband  and  a  tender  father,  but  their 
loss  was  mourned  by  the  community. 

Our  subject  was  one  of  the  pillars  in  the  Welsh 
Presbyterian  Church  of  Blue  Valley,  a  good  Chris- 
tian man,  respected  and  loved  b}'  all.  He  was  a 
friend  to  the  poor  man,  sympathizing  with  him.  and 
as  far  .as  he  was  able  assisting  him  in  the  accumula- 
tion of  this  world's  goods,  and  in  the  preparation 
for  a  useful  life.  He  had  provided  well  for  his 
family,  showing  in  that  respect  his  love  for  them,  to 
the  end  that  if  he  were  taken  fiom  them  they 
might  not  be  left  in  destitute  circumstances.  His 
farm  of  160  acres  on  section  18,  Barneston  Town- 
ship, is  managed  by  Mrs.  Jones,  who  has  assumed 
the  responsibilities  from  which  her  sons  may  soon 
be  able  to  relieve  her.  AVhen  our  subject  died  he 
regretted  to  leave  his  loved  family,  but  knowing 
that  he  could  not  be  with  them  always,  and  con- 
scious of  having  led  a  useful  and  Christian  life,  he 


was  ready  to  answer  the  summons  and  submit  his 
life  to  the  hands  of  Him  who  gave  it.  None 
knew  him  but  to  love  him,  and  his  memory  will 
long  be  cherished  in  the  hearts  of  his  warm  and  ad- 
miring friends,  who  have  much  sympathy  for  the 
widow  and  family  so  early  bereaved  of  his  tender 
care.  He  has  gone  to  receive  his  reward,  having 
left  an  example  worthy  to  be  followed  by  his  sons, 
and  worthy  of  the  admiration  of  all.  He  was 
forty-four  3'ears,  nine  months  and  twenty-seven 
days  old  at  his  demise. 


lU^ENRY  THEASMAICIR,  of  Clatonia  Town- 
iT^jlJ  ship,  is  numbered  among  its  leading  farmers^ 
iW^  and  is  considerably  interested  in  stock- 
(^  raising.  His  homestead,  a  view  of  which  is 
given  in  this  work,  is  pleasantly  located  on  sec- 
tion 15,  and  indicates  the  manner  in  which  he  has 
labored  during  the  years  of  his  residence  here, 
which  commenced  in  the  spring  of  the  year  1875. 
A  native  of  Germany,  our  subject  was  born  in  Dat- 
mold,  Feb.  21,  1850,  and  is  the  son  of  Henry  and 
Amelia  (Talle)  Theasmaeir,  who  left  him  an  orphan 
at  an  early  age,  the  mother  passing  from  earth  when 
he  was  two  years  old  and  the  father  four  years 
later. 

Our  subject  was  reared  b}'  relatives,  and  when 
ten  years  of  age  began  the  struggle  of  life  by  work- 
ing out  on  a  farm,  and  was  thus  occupied  four 
3'ears.  He  then  engaged  in  a  brickyard,  where  he 
remained  until  1869,  then  resolved  to  emigrate  to 
America.  In  the  spring  of  that  year  he  secured 
passage  on  a  sailing-vessel. bound  from  the  port  of 
Bremen  to  New  York  City,  and  after  an  ocean 
voyage  of  twelve  days  landed  upon  American  soil. 
Proceeding  directly  to  Stephenson  County,  111.,  lie 
hired  out  on  a  farm,  and  was  engaged  in  agricultural 
pursuits  in  that  region  for  a  period  of  seven  ye.ars, 
working  for  onl}'  three  different  parties  during  that 
entire  time.  His  first  wages  were  $11  per  month 
and  board,  but  he  was  soon  promoted,  and  during 
the  last  four  years  of  his  labors  as  an  employe  re- 
ceived the  creditable  salary  of  $225  and  his  board. 
Mr.  Theasmaeir  in  the  spring  of  1875  crossed  the 
Mississippi,  and  coming  into  this  county  purchased 


•Mh 


■•► 


t 


X  A.  FUNKH0U5EK 


^coco 


O^      QJa^tVyCc^^ 


-^^ 


6G7 


CAGK  COUNTY. 


.#^h 


eiglit}'  acres  of  railroml  land  on  section  15  in  Cle- 
tonia  Townslup.  This,  it  is  hardly  necessary  to  say, 
bad  been  undisturbed  by  the  plowshare,  and  there 
was  neither  shelter  for  man  nor  beast,  but  he  soon 
erected  a  humble  dwelling.  He  was  married  to 
Miss  Susie  Lauber,  in  Gage  County,  April  21,  1875, 
and  tiiey  took  possession  of  their  first  abode  with 
hearts  strong  and  hopeful  for  the  future.  In  due 
time  the  little  iiousehold  embraced  five  children: 
Henry,  born  Nov.  23,  1876;  Anne,  Aug.  28,  1878; 
Emma,  Oct.  23,  1880:  George,  July  26,  1882,  and 
Nana,  Aug.  5,  18^7.  They  are  all  living  and  con- 
tinue under  the  home  roof. 

Mrs.  Theasmaeir  was  born  Julj'  30,  1852,  in  Ste- 
phenson County,  111.,  and  is  the  daughter  of  Jacob 
and  Doretha  (Rub3-)  Lauber.  the  former  now  de- 
ceased and  the  mother  a  resident  of  Clatonia  Town- 
ship. Mr.  T.,  politically,  votes  the  straight  Repub- 
lican ticket,  and  in  religious  matters  is  a  member  in 
good  standing  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church, 
being  one  of  its  chief  pillars  and  most  liberal  sup- 
porters. He  represents  a  fine  property,  accumulated 
by  his  own  industry  and  energy,  and  is  one  of  the 
thrifty  and  reliable  citizens  who  have  assisted  in 
bringing  this  countj'  to  its  present  condition. 


'fflACOB  TAYLOR,  one  of  the  leading  f.armers 
|i  and  land-owners  of  Sicily  Township,  was  l)orn 
^^li  on  the  3d  of  September,  1827,  in  I^ngland, 
(^^'  and  at  the  age  of  thirtj'-one  j'ears  he  left 
his  native  country  to  come  to  America.  Starting 
from  Liverpool  on  the  loth  of  October,  1858,  he 
endured  a  voyage  of  six  weeks  and  two  days,  land- 
ing at  the  end  of  that  time  in  New  Orleans.  Go- 
ing at  once  to  Peoria,  III.,  he  stopped  for  six  weeks 
with  his  uncle,  John  Greenhalgh,  and  thence  mi- 
grated to  Wyoming,  Stark  Co.,  III.,  where  he  re- 
mained for  twenty-four  years.  At  that  place  he 
had  a  farm  of  170  acres  of  land.  He  came  to  his 
present  home  in  March,  1883,  where  he  has  since 
lived,  having  a  fine  farm  of  551  acres  splendidly 
improved  on  section  36,  Sicily  Township.  He  also 
has  480  acres  on  sections  35,  2  and  7,  on  one  of 
which  farms  his  son  Sherman  and  daughter  Eliza- 
beth, now  Mrs.  John  L.  Dawson,  reside.     Our  sub- 


ject gives  attention  to  the  raising  of  yrain  and  live 
stock. 

On  the  20th  of  August,  1.^50,  Mr.  Taylor  was 
married,  near  Haywood,  England,  to  Miss  Alice  Ilo- 
worth,  and  the}' have  a  family  of  seven  children: 
Elizabeth,  who  was  married  on  the  20tii  of  August, 
1879,  to  Mr.  John  Dawson;  Esther  Ann.  now  Mrs. 
John  Kelly;  James,  John  J.,  Edwin  J.,  Sherman 
and  Albert  D.  The  three  eldest  cliildren  arc  mar- 
ried and  live  in  this  vicinity. 

When  IMr.  and  Mrs.  Taylor  arrived  in  Wyoming, 
III.,  the}'  h.ad  about  the  sum  of  $60  in  money,  and  by 
industry  and  strict  application  to  business,  they 
have  since  accumulated  the  valuable  property  men- 
tioned. The  farm  is  one  of  the  best  and  finest  im- 
proved in  the  neighborhood,  being  well  stocked, 
and  having  all  the  modern  conveniences  for  the 
pursuit  of  agriculture.  The  fine  horse-teams  draw- 
ing the  riding  or  buggy-plow,  now  seen  in  the  fields, 
present  a  great  contrast  to  the  teams  of  the  earlier 
settlers,  they  very  often  consisting  of  the  slow  and 
harmless  oxen,  drawing  the  rude  and  primitive 
breaking-plow. 

The  father  of  our  subject,  John  Taylor,  was  also 
a  native  of  England,  in  which  country  he  married 
Miss  Ann  Greenhalgh  (our  subject's  mother).  There 
were  ten  children  of  this  family,  all  of  whom,  with 
the  exception  of  our  subject,  remained  in  England, 
and  there  the  father  and  mother  died.  Jacob  re- 
ceived a  common-school  education  in  his  own  coun- 
try, and  at  about  the  age  of  seventeen  years  he 
began  learning  the  carpenter's  trade  with  his  father, 
who  then  carried  on  that  business;  but  later  he 
took  a  fancy  to  machinery,  and  then  learned  the 
machinist's  trade,  at  which  he  worked  until  ho  came 
to  America.  The  wages  which  he  received  as  a 
machinist  were  twenty-five  shillings  per  week,  being 
the  highest  wages  he  ever  received  there. 

Having  adopted  America  as  his  country  and  future 
place  of  residence,  our  subject  ni.ade  himself  ac- 
quainted with  the  form  of  government  and  general 
political  information,  that  he  might  be  enabled  to 
enjoy  the  privileges  of  an  American  citizen  and 
voter,  and  the  policy  of  the  Republican  [nirty  hav- 
ing met  his  approval,  he  joined  himself  to  that 
organization.  He  takes  an  active  interest  in  the 
welfare  of  the  country,  in  her  educational  and  politi- 
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cal  advancement  ami  prosperity,  and  in  every  way 
he  has  striven  to  make  himself  an  honorable  resi- 
dent of  his  community,  winning  Ity  his  own  quali- 
fications of  worth  the  highest  esteem  and  the  entire 
approval  of  his  fellowmen  and  associates  in  busi- 
ness. 

The  portrait  of  Mr.  Taylor,  which  will  be  found 
on  an  accompanying  page,  occupies  its  rightful  posi- 
tion among  those  of  the  men  of  wealth  and  influence 
in  Gage  County,  to  the  progress  and  development 
of  which  he  has  contributed  his  full  quota. 


jlrjVENJAMIN  F.  MOORE  is  entitled  to  honor- 
Jr^V  ^^'^  mention  in  this  collection  of  biogra- 
I'lJ^jlJ  phies,  because  of  his  illustrious  ancestors, 
"^^r^  and  their  connection  with  the  American 
struggle  for  independence,  and  subsequent  wars;  of 
his  own  war  record,  which  has  been  most  gratify- 
ing; of  his  early  connection  with  this  State,  .and  the 
subsequent  manner  in  which  he  distinguished  him- 
self in  its  behalf,  as  well  as  the  present  position 
which  he  so  ably  fills.  His  parents,  James  and 
Harriet  (Barton)  Moore,  were  natives  of  Pennsyl- 
vania, the  former  being  born  in  Juniata  County', 
and  the  latter  in  Union  County.  The  grandfather 
of  our  subject.  John  Moore,  was  a  Major  in  the 
Revolutionary  War,  and  had  two  brothers  killed  in 
the  same  war,  one  at  Brandywine  and  one  at  Ben- 
nington. The  grandfather  was  born  in  Ringgold's 
Manor,  in  Maryland,  but  the  inhabitants  were  driven 
out  by  the  Indians  to  Juniata  County,  Pa.  The 
great-grandfather  of  our  subject  was  of  Scotch- 
Jrish  descent,  a  Protestant  in  religion,  and  came  to 
Maryland  with  Lord  Baltimore,  being  one  of  the 
colony  which  settled  in  that  State.  They  were 
molested  by  the  Indians,  and  they  removed  to 
Pennsylvania,  where  they  were  among  the  first 
permanent  settlers.  This  illustrious  ancestor  of  our 
subject  assisted  William  Penn  in  surveying  the 
boundary  line  for  the  State  which  bears  his  name. 

The  fatiier  of  our  subject  was  a  physician,  and 
for  fifty-eight  years  he  practiced  his  profession  in 
Juniata  Valley.  Pa.,  living  to  the  advanced  age  of 
eighty  six  years,  longevity  being  a  characteristic  of 


this  family.  Some  of  the  ancestors  attained  the 
remarkable  age  of  one  hundred  and  five  years, 
others  ninety-five,  and  thus  transmitted  the  vigor  of 
advanced  years  to  their  descendants.  Maj.  Moore 
was  at  one  time  a  slave-holder,  but  becoming  con- 
vinced of  the  curse  of  slavery,  he  liberated  his 
own  servants  and  became  a  very  strong  Whig. 
There  is  not  a  battle-field  of  the  Union  that  is  not 
stained  by  the  blood  of  this  illustrious  family, 
unless  it  be  that  of  the  Seminole  War.  The  father 
was  an  examining  surgeon  in  the  War  of  1812, 
and  in  the  late  civil  unpleasantness  eight  of  his  sons, 
including  our  subject,  enlisted  and  served  through- 
out the  war,  all  returning  home  alive,  an  incident 
not  duplicated  in  the  history  of  the  war.  The 
mother  of  our  subject  died  on  the  I  4th  of  Septem- 
ber, 1864,  in  Fulton  County,  Pa.,  when  she  was 
sixty-three  years  old,  and  had  been  a  loving  and 
devoted  mother  to  a  family  of  twelve  children. 
Her  death  was  an  irreparable  loss,  not  only  to  her 
family,  who  deeply  mourned  the  bereavement,  but 
to  a  large  circle  of  friends  and  acquaintances,  who 
understood  and  appreciated  her  true  worth  and 
Christian  character.  Of  her  cliildren  we  have  the 
following  record:  Kinebar  A.  resides  in  Adams; 
Ellen  died  at  the  age  of  three  years;  Rebecca  is 
now  Mrs.  J.  B.  Alexander;  John  C.  makes  his  home 
in  Harrisburg,  P.a. ;  Dr.  C.  W.  is  in  Sterling,  Neb. ; 
Julia  is  now  Mrs.  Gray,  of  Adams;  Harriet,  now 
Mrs.  Kennedy,  of  Sterling;  Maj.  Joseph  A.,  of 
Harrisburg,  Pa.;  James  M.,  of  Adams;  Lieut.  Ben- 
jamin Franklin  (our  subject) ;  William  H.,  deceased, 
and  Curran  E.,  in  Cropsey. 

Our  subject  was  born  on  the  30th  of  January, 
1838,  at  Shirleysburg,  Huntingdon  Co.,  Pa.,  under 
the  rafters  of  the  old  homestead.  When  he  was 
three  years  of  age  his  father  sold  the  homestead  in 
Huntingdon  County,  and  went  to  Fulton  County, 
where  he  built  a  woolen  factory  and  sawmills  on 
a  large  tract  of  land,  thus  the  earliest  scenes  of 
our  subject's  recollection  were  in  the  latter  county. 
He  began  to  work  when  he  was  but  a  young 
lad  of  eleven  years,  lending  his  assistance  in  lum- 
bering and  farming,  and  attended  the  subscrip- 
tion schools,  although  the  educational  advantages 
were  not  great.  The  first  school  which  he  at- 
tended was  held  in  a  log  house  that  he  had  helped 
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to  build,  and  all  the  surroiindings  were  of  the  most 
primilive  fasbion.  His  father  was  a  strong  Whig 
and  a  personal  friend  of  Henry  Clay,  thus  our  sub- 
ject was  early  iralnied  with  ideas  of  freedom  and 
liberty,  as  were  his  seven  brothers,  and  as  he  grew 
to  manhood  his  strength  of  character  and  intellect- 
ual faculties  were  developed  from  the  association 
with  the  greatest  minds  of  the  age.  He  served  a 
regular  apprenticesliip  by  which  he  learned  the 
plasterer's  trade,  which  he  followed  for  some  time. 
From  his  earliest  recollections  he  has  had  a  fond- 
ness for  collecling  and  preserving  relics  and  bric-a- 
brac,  and  has  now  quite  a  large  collection  of  old 
and  interesting  articles,  many  of  which  savor  of 
startling  reminiscences  of  Colonial  and  Revolution- 
ary times. 

Having  the  patriotism  thus  inborn  and  innate  in 
a  manly  breast,  at  the  breaking  out  of  the  Rebell- 
ion our  subject  at  once  enlisted  in  Battery  A,  1st 
Pennsylvania  Light  Artillery,  for  three  months' 
service,  and  participated  in  the  engagements  at  Sir 
John's  Run  and  Bath.  He  then  re-enlisted  in  the 
United  States  service  for  three  years,  or  during  the 
war,  in  the  same  battery,  and  fought  at  Cedar 
Mountain.  Chancellorsville,  .South  Mountain  and 
Antietam,  when  he  was  transferred,  in  September, 
1802,  to  Company  K  of  the  6th  United  States 
Cavalry.  He  next  served  at  Sulphur  Springs,  Fred- 
ericksburg, Stoneman's  raid  and  Beverlj'  Ford, 
where  they  met  the  enemy  in  a  hand-to-hand  en- 
gagement whicli  was  the  largest  and  hardest  fought 
cavalry  tight  in  the  war.  In  this  engagement  his 
horse  was  shot  under  him,  the  bullet  passing  through 
the  unfortunate  animal's  body,  and  it  fell  dead  to 
the  ground,  pinning  underneath  it  our  subject's  left 
leg,  in  trying  to  extricate  which  he  was  severely 
and  permanently  injured.  He  next  fought  at  Mid- 
dleburg,  then  Upperville,  and  at  Gettysburg  he  was 
one  of  Gen.  Meade's  special  detached  officers.  He 
was  in  the  center  of  the  fight,  and  when  the  illus- 
trious Hancock  was  shot  our  subject  was  right  be- 
side him.  He  was  also  at  Brandy  Station,  and  in 
Ma3',  1864,  the  time  of  his  enlistment  having  ex- 
pired, he  re-enlisted  as  Second  Lieutenant  in  Com- 
pany A,  12tii  Maryland  Infantry,  for  services  of 
bravery  and  valor  being  afterward  promoted  to  the 
ratik  of  First  Lieutenant.     He  was  then  appointed 


aide  on  the  staff  of  Gen.  Lew  Wallace,  in  the  cam- 
paign at  Monocacy,  against  Gen.  Early. 

Our  subject  was  under  Are  in  tliirly-seven  skir- 
mishes and  battles,  and  he  assisted  at  the  unloading 
of  the  Andersonville  prisoners  at  Annapolis,  being 
retained  six  months  longer  in  the  special  service  of 
the  United  States,  from  which  he  obtained  his  final 
discharge  after  the  close  of  the  war.  His  seven 
brothers  also  fought  long  and  valiantly,  and  it 
seems  almost  due  to  the  special  protection  of  a  kind 
Providence  that  while  they  were  in  some  of  the 
hottest  engagements  of  the  Rebellion  they  all  came 
home  alive.  From  a  letter  written  by  our  subject 
after  the  battle  of  Cedar  MtainUiin,  and  one  written 
in  reply  by  his  loving  motlier,  we  take  the  f(/llowing 
extracts: 

"Artii.lehv  Cami".  near  Cui-i-KricR  ) 
'•Court  House,  Aug.  17,  1862.       \ 

"Dear  BnoxirER  and  Home: — Again  having  leis- 
ure to  write  I  thought  it  prudent  to  keep  ray  pen 
moving  and  not  forget  home.  We  are  again  get- 
ting fixed  up  and  settled  after  the  fight.  I  know 
by  this  time  what  the  reality  of  war  is,  and  if  I 
should  never  happen  in  another  engagement  I  should 
be  perfectly  satisfied.  But  if  I  am  called  into  other 
engagements  I  will  try  to  do  the  best  I  can  for  the 
cause  for  which  we  are  all  battling.  The  old  flag 
is  more  precious  to  me  than  ever  it  was  before. 
Just  to  see  the  rebels  carrying  their  motto  before 
them  and  trying  to  put  down  the  old  National 
colors,  I  tell  you  it  does  stir  up  the  so-called 
'Yankee'  blood  within  me.  Y'ou  can  see  none  of 
the  Southern  boldness  at  home  in  the  North,  here 
plenty  of  it  can  be  seen;  however,  we  boys  under 
Gen.  Poi)e  make  it  hot  for  them  when  we  get  hold 
of  them.  Yesterday  a  number  of  us  went  out  to 
the  battle-field  to  get  the  body  of  the  man  that  was 
killed  on  our  gun.  We  buried  him  ou  Monday 
right  on  the  battle-field,  but  having  made  a  coftin 
for  him  we  raised  his  body  out  of  the  first  grave 
and  gave  him  a  burial  in  the  Soldiers' Cemetery.  It 
was  a  disagreeable  and  disheartening  job,  but  we 
thought  it  was  right  to  give  him  a  proper  burial. 
I  was  nearly  all  over  the  Held  and  found  where 
many  a  brave  fellow  struck  the  dust  for  the  last 
time,  both  'boys  of  the  blue' and  "boys  of  the  gray.' 
The  graves  are    large    and    many,    and    mark   the 
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battle-field  of  Cedar  Mountain.  It  is  no  job  to  find 
many  trophies  of  the  battle-field,  but  I  felt  I  could 
not  touch  anything  that  belonged  to  the  poor  un- 
fortunate ones  who  fell.  The  dying  groans  and 
last  struggles  of  the  dying  ones  can  never  be  de- 
picted by  the  pen ;  it  is  a  sight  those  present  alone 
can  behold,  a  sight  which  never  can  be  expressed. 
*  *  *  Now  write  often  to  your  affectionate 
brother.  Direct  as  before.  Do  your  best  for  the 
old  folks,  and  I  will  try  to  partly  compensate  you 
for  your  trouble.  1  sent  *5  to  Ellen  for  a  dress, 
and  when  I  draw  my  next  pay  I  will  send  you  some 
more  if  you  want  it.     Good-by. 

"B.  Frank  Moore." 
The  following  letter  was  written  by  the  motlier 
of  our  suliject  in  reply  to   his  of  the  17th.  above 
noted : 

"New  Granada,  August,  1862. 
"Dear  Frank: — You  do  not  know  what  comfort 
your  letter  gave  us;  as  long  as  you  are  able  to  hold 
a  pen  do  not  forget  to  write.  *  *  »  My  son, 
while  you  are  rallying  around  the  flag  of  the  Union, 
do  not  forget  to  rally  around  the  standard  of  King 
Jesus.  Y"ou  may  soon  be  ushered  into  His  presence ; 
go  in  His  fear,  your  cause  is  just.  Pray  that  you 
may  be  saved  and  restored  to  us;  we  pray  unceas- 
ingly for  your  preservation,  and  that  you  may  be 
guarded  from  all  evil.  Act  as  if  every  moment 
were  your  last.  Be  careful  of  your  diet;  your 
crackers  may  be  hard,  yet  thej^  are  wholesome. 
Avoid  all  evil  companions;  be  subject  to  your 
superiors.  Give  our  respects  to  your  Captain.  The 
Lord  bless  and  lake  care  of  jou  is  the  prayer  of 
your  mother,  Harriet  Moore." 

Who  can  say  that  it  was  not  in  answer  to  the 
prayers  of  this  loving  and  devoted  mother,  who 
could  send  out  lier  eight  boys,  not  knowing  that  she 
should  ever  again  look  upon  one  of  their  faces,  and 
yet  so  bravely  encourage  them  to  do  their  duty  in 
behalf  of  their  country  ?  Who  can  say  that  it  was  not 
because  of  her  devotion  and  sacrifice  that  her  sons 
were  permitted  to  return  to  their  home.'  Having 
served  for  four  years,  two  months  and  three  days, 
our  subject  was  honorably  discharged,  and  returned 
to  liis  home  in  Fulton  County,  Pa.,  on  the  18th  of 
August,  1866.  In  the  following  year  he  started 
'    from  Pittsburgh  and  came  to  Omaha,  engaging  at 
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his  trade  for  a  few  months,  and  in  the  same  year, 
on  the  16th  of  October,  he  took  up  a  homestead  on 
which  the  Cropsey  post-ofHce,  in  Adams  Township, 
is  now  located,  where  he  was  one  of  the  first  set- 
tlers. He  started  for  St.  Joseph,  stopped  at  Brown- 
villc  until  December  24,  and  in  company  with  two 
of  his  brothers  came  to  his  own  homestead.  His 
patent  on  the  homestead  was  signed  by  Ulysses  S. 
Grant,  and  was  among  the  first  homesteads  issued. 
In  the  spring  of  1868,  after  Lincoln  was  located, 
our  subject  worked  in  that  city  and  through  the 
summer  at  plastering.  He  had  the  contract  for 
plastering  the  old  capitol  building,  and  with  eight 
men  did  the  work,  completing  it  on  December  8, 
with  five  men. 

On  the  13lh  of  January,  1869,  our  subject  was 
united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Amazetta  K.  McCord, 
daughter  of  Mitchell  K.  and  Amanda  (Howell) 
McCord,  the  former  of  whom  was  born  in  Monon- 
gahela  Countj',  Pa.,  and  the  latter  in  Louisville,  Ky. 
The  father's  parents  died  when  he  was  very  young, 
and  he  was  for  a  time  engaged  in  working  on  flat- 
boats  on  the  Ohio  and  Mississippi  Rivers,  where  he 
made  the  acquaintance  of  young  Abraham  Lincoln, 
who  was  engaged  in  the  same  work  in  his  early 
struggles  with  the  world.  The  father  of  Mrs. 
Moore  went  to  Kentuckj'  on  a  flatboat,and  stopped 
for  awhile  at  Louisville,  where  he  went  into  busi- 
ness, and  became  a  friend  of  Daniel  Boone.  While 
there  he  also  made  the  acquaintance  of  Peter  Cart- 
wright,  and  was  himself  widely  known  as  a  fron- 
tiersman. He  was  a  stock-trader,  but  he  would 
have  no  slaves,  and  in  this  respect  he  sympathized 
with  his  friends  James  Lane  and  John  Brown.  He 
went  to  Madison,  Wis.,  when  there  was  but  one 
traders'  post  there,  about  the  year  1834,  and  kept 
the  hotel  known  as  the  "American  House"  for 
some  time.  In  1856,  in  company  with  Harry  Gil- 
mar,  "the  raider,"  he  started  on  an  expedi'^ion  tour 
through  the  West,  and  in  the  course  of  their  journey 
they  came  to  the  Big  Nemaha,  which  was  much 
swollen.  In  order  to  cross  the  stream  Mr.  Gilmar 
took  Mr.  McCord  on  his  back  and  swam  the  stream 
near  its  mouth.  There  the^'  formed  the  acquaint- 
ance of  John  Brown  and  James  Lane,  of  Kansas, 
Mr.  McCord  purchased  a  section  of  land  in  Rich- 
ardson  County  and   engaged  in  farming,   and   he 
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also  became  the  proprietor  of  a  freight  and  stage 
route.  It  foil  to  his  lot  to  take  the  celeljrated  In- 
dian chiefs  AVhite  Cloud  and  Tecumseh  to  Illinois, 
where  thej'  took  the  railroad  train  to  Washington, 
on  their  first  trip,  or  mission,  to  settle  affairs  in 
regard  to  their  lands.  Both  Mr.  and  Mrs.  McCord 
were  very  generous;  at  times  the  latter  cooked  for 
500  Indians,  and  as  long  as  they  had  provisions 
they  shared  with  them.  The  father  was  the  leading 
man  in  several  gigantic  enterprises,  and  was  "up 
and  down"  in  the  financial  world  several  times.  In 
1871  he  moved  to  South  Lancaster  County,  where 
he  made  his  home,  and  after  a  long  and  busy  life  he 
spent  a  few  j'ears  in  retirement  at  Bennet.  He  died 
there  on  the  13th  of  September,  1886,  when  he  was 
sevent3'-seven  years  old,  and  his  remains  now  rest 
in  Panama,  where  a  handsome  monument  marks  his 
grave.  Mrs.  McCord  still  makes  her  home  in  Ben- 
net,  and  is  seventy-five  years  old;  she  is  the  mother 
of  nine  children — William  J.,  Joseph,  Josephine, 
Henry,  Casse}',  Carlton,  Araazetta,  and  two  un- 
named. 

Mrs.  Moore  was  born  at  Madison,  Wis.,  on  the 
3d  of  February,  1849,  where  she  passed  her  early 
days,  and  she  was  nine  years  ol<l  when  she  came  to 
Nebraska,  her  parents  moving  across  countrj'  with 
one  carriage  and  one  wagon.  She  and  her  mother 
rode  on  the  first  passenger  train  which  left  Madison 
for  Louisville,  Ky.,  and  while  living  in  the  former 
place  her  sister  attended  the  academy.  After  her 
removal  to  Nebraska  she  attended  a  select  school  in 
Richardson  County,  taught  by  a  young  lady  named 
Miss  Cooper,  in  a  private  house,  there  being  no 
public  schools  and  no  churches  there  at  that  time. 
While  her  father  was  keeping  hotel  in  Brownville, 
she  made  the  acquaintance  of  our  subject,  and  after 
a  brief  courtship,  at  the  age  of  twenty'  years,  she  was 
married,  and  left  her  father's  roof  to  grace  the  home 
of  her  husband,  which  she  has  done  to  perfection, 
combining  with  her  personal  charms  and  fascinat- 
ing manner  the  refinement  of  a  true  womanly 
heart.  She  is  the  mother  of  three  children,  named : 
Frank  V.,  Thomas  W.  and  Julia  J.,  of  whom  the 
first  is  an  engineer  in  the  elevator  at  Adams,  and 
the  two  last  named  are  at  home  attending  school. 

Our  subject  owns  eighty-five  acres  of  good  farming 
land,  and  a  house  and  lot  in  town.  He  is  independent 
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in  political  views,  sulficiently  non-partisan  to  vote 
for  men  rather  than  for  the  upholding  of  any  i)arty. 
He  was  elected  almost  unanimously  for  Su[)ervisor 
in  1888,  which  office  he  is  now  filling,  and  has 
been  Constable  and  a  member  of  the  School  Board. 
Frank  V.  Moore  was  the  first  white  cliild  born  in  the 
Nemaha  Valley,  our  subject  having  been  an  early 
resident,  and  prominently  identified  with  i)ublic 
affairs  since  that  early  day.  Mrs.  Moore  owns  a 
millinery  store  in  Adams,  and  her  taste,  ability  and 
affal)le  ways  have  built  up  a  fair  trade  for  her.  In 
regard  to  the  family  of  which  our  subject  is  a  mem- 
ber we  clip  the  following  interesting  account  from 
the  Sterling  News:  "The  city  of  Sterling  is  the  home 
of  many  members  of  one  of  the  most  remarkable 
families  that  America  has  produced — we  refer  to  the 
Modre  family.  Eight  stalwart  brothers  of  the  said 
family  were  in  the  War  of  the  R(!belliou  at  one 
time,  fighting  for  the  defense  of  American  liberties 
and  the  perpetuation  of  American  institutions.  This 
family  will  hold  a  reunion  at  the  residence  of  Mrs. 
H.  L.  Kennedy,  one  of  the  sisters,  next  Friday,  the 
occasion  being  the  seventieth  birthday  of  Judge 
K.  A.  Moore,  the  oldest  member  of  the  family. 
There  will  be  present  at  this  reunion,  Judge  K.  A. 
Moore;  Hon.  John  C.  Moore,  of  Ilarrisburg,  Pa.; 
Dr.  C.  W.  Moore,  James  M.  Moore,  B.  F.  Mooro, 
W.  H.  Moore,  C.  E.  Moore,  and  two  sisters,  Mrs. 
W.  A.  Gray  and  Mrs.  H  L.  Kennedy.  One  sister, 
Mrs.  Alexander,  and  one  brother,  Capt,  J.  A. 
Moore,  who  is  Principal  of  the  Whitehall  Soldiers' 
Orphans'  Home,  at  Ilarrisburg,  Pa.,  will  not  be 
present." 

A  writer  in  the  National  Tribune  in  speaking 
of  this  family  says:  "I  hope  you  will  allow  me  to 
offer  a  tribute  to  the  memory  of  the  mother  of 
these  eight  heroes.  When  the  war  broke  out  she 
was  more  than  threescore  years  old,  and  in  April, 
1861,  the  writer  saw  her  approach  five  of  her  stal- 
wart sons,  every  man  of  whom  afterward  distin- 
guished himself  and  came  home  only  when  the  war 
was  ended,  as  they  stood  in  the  ranks  ready  to 
leave  the  home  of  their  childhood  for  the  bloody 
fra^',  and  giving  each  a  mother's  kiss  and  a  mother's 
parting  blessing,  told  them  to  acquit  themselves 
like  men,  and  if  the  charge  of  cowardice  ever  was 
attached  to  any  one  of  them  he  must  never  intrude 
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himself  upon  his  mother  again.  The  dear  old  lady 
was  a  most  devoted  Christian,  and  thanked  God  for 
honoring  her  by  making  her  the  mother  of  eight 
soldiers  for  the  Union.  Slie  had  an  unwavering 
faith  that  God  would  return  all  of  her  sons  to  lier 
alive.  In  this  she  was  not  disappointed;  her  sons 
all  came  home,  but  when  they  came  the  grand  old 
Spartan  mother,  whose  prayers  and  benedictions  had 
made  them  strong  in  the  hour  of  trial,  had  gone  to 
receive  the  crown  of  immortality." 


^RAKKLIN  L.  CHAMBERLIN  is  a  success- 

P^  ful  farmer  and  stock-raiser  residing  on  sec- 
tion 2G,  Blue  Springs  Township,  where  he 
has  a  fine  farm  of  eighty  acres.  He  was  born  in 
Macomb,  111.,  on  the  14th  of  February,  1857,  his 
father,  Isaac  G.  Chamberlin,  having  moved  to  that 
place  from  his  n.itive  State.  He  was  born  on  the 
24th  of  October,  1817,  in  Adams  County,  Pa.,  near 
Gettysburg,  and  his  earliest  recollections  were  of 
the  scenes  and  events  of  his  home  near  the  foot  of 
the  Alleghany  Mountains.  He  married  Miss  Mary 
J.  Adair,  who  was  also  a  native  of  Adams  County, 
Pa.  They  were  married  in  Illinois,  in  December, 
1851.  The  father  came  to  Nebraska  with  his  fam- 
ily in  1878,  but  owing  to  ill-health  returned  to  his 
son  in  McDonough  County,  111.,  where  he  died  soon 
after  in  1881,  at  the  age  of  sixty-three.  The 
mother  died  at  the  home  of  her  son,  the  subject  of 
this  sketch,  in  Gage  County,  Neb.,  in  May,  1880, 
aged  sixty-two  years.  Our  subject  spent  the  first 
fourteen  years  of  his  life  in  his  native  city,  after 
which  he  moved  with  his  parents  to  a  farm  about 
eight  miles  distant,  and  engaged  in  the  labors  of 
agricultural  life.  He  received  many  valuable  les- 
sons from  his  father,  which  have  been  of  much 
benefit  to  him  in  conducting  hisown  well-improved 
and  lucrative  farm. 

In  September,  1878,  our  subject  came  to  this 
county,  the  nextspring  settling  on  his  present  farm, 
on  which  he  has  since  resided,  although  five  years 
of  the  time  he  has  engaged  in  business  in  Blue 
Springs.  He  now  gives  his  whole  attention  to  his 
farm,  making  a  specialty  of  breeding  graded  stock. 
His  house,  barns  and  other  buildings  .are   in  good 
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order,  and  the  general  appearance  of  the  place, 
with  its  well-kept  fences  and  largely  productive 
fields,  shows  him  to  be  a  man  of  thrift  and  industry. 
He  was  married,  on  the  'Jth  of  May,  1883,  to  Miss 
Mary  Sandritter,  a  daughter  of  Henry  and  Mar- 
garet (Yelter)  Sandritter,  of  Blue  Springs,  who 
were  natives  of  Germany,  and  came  to  this  count3' 
in  the  year  1867.  Mrs.  Chamberlin  was  born  in 
Peoria,  111.,  on  the  20th  of  October,  1860,  and  came 
to  this  county  with  her  parents  when  she  was  seven 
years  old.  She  has  been  a  faithful  companion  and 
helpmate  to  her  husband,  and  has  often  assisted  him 
in  the  management  of  his  labor  by  her  kindly  ad- 
vice and  sympathy,  bearing  her  share  of  the  house- 
hold labors. 

Our  subject  devotes  his  time  so  closely  to  the 
necessary  work  of  his  farm — than  which  there  is  no 
occupation  more  confining,  and  at  the  same  time 
affording  so  wide  and  broad  a  scope  for  the  de- 
velopment of  physical  strength  and  Cliristian  prin- 
ciples— that  he  docs  not  engage  prominently  in 
the  political  field,  and  does  not  care  to  seek  office, 
but  has  well-defined  views  of  the  same,  and  affiliates 
with  the  Republican  party.  He  is  a  well-known 
member  of  the  I.  O.  O.  F.,  in  which  order  he  has 
passed  all  the  degrees  and  chairs,  and  was  the  dele- 
gate to  the  Grand  Lodge  of  the  State,  held  in 
Omaha,  in  October,  1888.  He  and  his  wife  are  es- 
teemed members  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church 
at  Blue  Springs,  and  are  well  respected  by  the  peo- 
ple of  their  community. 
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EDGAR  C.  SALISBURY,  manager  of  the 
Beatrice  Ice  Company,  is  well  known  among 
;  the  business  men  of  the  city,  and  possesses 
the  enterprise  necessary  for  the  superintendence  of 
the  industry'  with  which  he  is  connected.  He  was 
born  in  Georgetown,  Madison  Co.,  N.  Y.,  March 
8,  1 849,  and  is  the  only  son  of  Eber  and  Mary 
(Atwood)  Salisbury,  who  were  also  natives  of  the 
Empire  State.  Mitchell  Atwood,  the  maternal 
grandfather  of  our  subject,  was  one  of  the  earliest 
settlers  of  Madison  County,  to  which  he  removed 
with  an  ox-team  from  Connecticut  during  its  pio- 
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iieer  days.  On  the  otlier  side  of  the  house  Grand- 
father Richard  Salisbury  was  a  pioneer  in  Rensselaer 
County,  N.  Y.,  and  there  spent  the  remainder  of 
his  days. 

The  parents  of  our  subject  settled  in  Madison 
County,  N.  Y.,  after  their  marriage,  where  tiie 
father  pursued  his  trade  as  wheelwright  many  years. 
Later  he  became  interested  in  milling  and  the  lum- 
ber trade.  He  still  resides  at  Georgetown,  N.  Y. 
The  mother  passed  awa}-  in  1882,  at  the  age  of 
fifty-eight.  Edgar  B.,  after  taking  a  course  of 
study  in  the  common  school  near  his  early  home, 
became  a  student  of  Cazenovia  Seminary,  from 
whicli  he  was  graduated  in  1868.  He  then  began 
teaching,  which,  however,  he  followed  but  a  brief 
time,  then  went  into  the  flouring-raill  with  his  father, 
where  he  remained  until   1874. 

We  next  find  Mr.  Salisbury  in  New  York  City, 
engaged  as  clerk  with  the  Wells  Tea  Company,  his 
residence  in  New  York  City  extending  over  a  pe- 
riod of  four  years.  In  the  spring  of  1878  he  came 
to  this  State,  and  at  Beatrice  eng.aged  as  clerk  with 
the  firm  of  H.  A.  LaSelle,  who  were  carrying  on 
general  merchandising.  His  capabilities  were  such 
that  he  soon  attracted  the  commendable  attention 
of  his  fellow-citizens,  and  received  the  appointment 
of  Deputy  Sheriff,  under  p]ugene  Mack.  Subse- 
quentl}'  he  returned  to  mercantile  business,  becom- 
ing the  clerk  of  George  H.  Clark  &  Co.,  with  whom 
he  continued  four  years.  Next  he  was  with  J.  E. 
Hill,  a  grocer.  He  then  entered  the  real-estate 
oflice  of  I.  N.  McConnell,  liut  six  months  later  pur- 
chased the  interest  of  O.  N.  Wheelock,  grocer,  of 
the  firm  of  Wheelock  <fe  Richards,  continuing  in 
partnership  with  Mr.  Richards  from  the  fall  of  1 883 
until  the  spring  of  1887,  since  which  time  he  has 
been  settling  up  the  business  of  the  old  firm. 

Mr.  Salisbury  is  one  of  the  original  stockholders 
of  the  Beatrice  Ice  Company,  which  was  organized 
in  1 885,  and  is  now  in  possession  of  two-thirds  the 
stock,  the  balance  being  owned  by  Mr.  L.  F.  La- 
Selle. Tliej'  handle  immense  quantities  of  ice  annu- 
ally, having  four  good  houses,  in  which  thej' stored 
last  winter  2,000  tons.  Our  subject  has  served  on 
the  Board  of  Education,  of  which  he  was  at  one 
time  the  Secretary,  and  is  a  member  of  Beatrice 
Lodge  No.  26,  A.  F.  &  A.  M.,  also  of  Chapter  No. 
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10  and  Commandery  No.  7,  in  the  latter  of  which 
he  is  Grand  Senior  Warden.  Politically,  he  votes 
the  straight  Republican  ticket. 

The  marriage  of  Edgar  C.  Salisbury  and  Miss 
Ellen  D.  LaSelle,  of  Lebanon,  N.  Y.,  was  celebrated 
at  the  home  of  the  bride  in  Lebanon,  March  11, 
1874.  Mrs.  Salisbury  lias  fine  artistic  talent,  as 
can  be  seen  from  her  many  paintings  in  oil.  The 
wife  of  our  subject  is  a  sister  of  H.  A.  LaSelle,  a 
well-known  and  highly  respected  citizen  of  Beatrice. 
Of  Ihis  union  there  have  been  born  three  children — 
Clayton  L.,  Mary  Corinne  and  G.  Marion. 


Ir^ICHARD  CLEVELAND  HOYT  is  senior 
'mr  member  of  the  firm  of  Hoyt  Bros.  &  Co., 
(liw,  dealers  in  lumber  at  Beatrice,  and  com- 
^p)  mandiug  a  large  and  lucrative  trade.  A 
native  of  New  York  State,  he  was  born  near  the  city 
of  Utica,  in  Oneida  County,  Aug.  9,  1855,  and  was 
the  eldest  of  a  family  of  three  children,  the  off- 
spring of  William  E.  and  Mary  (Cleveland)  Hoyt, 
the  latter  a  sister  of  the  President  of  the  United 
States,  and  the  daughter  of  Richard  F.  and  Ann 
(Allen)  Cleveland. 

William  E.  Hoyt,  the  father  of  our  subject,  em- 
barked in  business  as  a  dry-goods  merchant  of 
Theresa,  N.  Y'.,  and  later  was  an  assistant  in  the 
Paymaster's  department  of  the  army  for  a  period 
of  ten  years,  during  which  time  he  was  a  resident 
of  Onondaga  County,  N.  Y.  The  parental  family 
included  two  children,  sons:  William  E.  resides  at 
Fayetteville,  N.  Y.,  and  his  brother  in  New  Orleans. 

Richard  C.  passed  his  boyhood  in  Onondaga 
County,  and  when  a  youth  of  si.xteen  years  left 
home  and  moved  to  Rock  Island,  111.,  where  he 
entered  the  office  of  Keater  &  Wilson,  lumber  deal- 
ers, filling  the  position  of  book-keeper  for  that  firm 
for  a  period  of  seven  years.  Upon  leaving  this 
house  he  became  book-keeper  in  the  Rock  Island 
National  Bank,  which  position  he  occupied  one  year. 
In  the  spring  of  1879  he  came  to  Nebraska  and  lo- 
cated in  Steele  Cit}%  where  he  remained  four  years, 
acting  as  agent  for  the  lumber  firm  of  J.  S.  Kcator 
&  Co.,  of  Moline,  with  which  he  continued  four 
years.  The  month  of  June,  1883,  found  him  inBea- 
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trice,  this  State,  as  a  member  of  the  firm  of  his 
former  eni|)lo3'ers,  and  in  this  firm  continues.  Sub- 
sequently the  firm  of  Hoyt  Bros.  &  Co.  came  into 
existence,  and  has  now  become  one  of  the  indispen- 
sable institutions  of  tliis  part  of  the  county.  They 
handle  all  grades  of  lumber,  botii  soft  and  hard,  be- 
sides plasterers'  material,  lime,  cement,  hair,  etc. 
Their  large  and  commodious  ofHcc  is  conveniently 
arranged  and  well  fitted  up  for  the  proper  trans- 
action of  an  extensive  business.  The  fittings  and 
furnishings  are  especially  noticeable,  the  paneling 
containing  forty  kinds  of  wood,  both  native  and 
foreign,  tiie  products  of  South  America. 

The  marriage  of  Richard  C.  Hoytand  Miss  Susan 
Upson,  of  this  county,  was  celebrated  at  theiiomeof 
the  bride,  June  4,  1884.  Mrs.  Hoyt  is  thedaughter 
of  Lyman  Upson;  both  her  parents  are  deceased. 
The  latter  were  natives  of  New  York,  and  went  to 
Rockford,  HI.,  subsequently  coming  to  this  county. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hoyt  occujiy  a  snug  home  in  the 
northern  part  of  tiiecil}'.  Both  are  members  of  the 
Congregational  Churcii,  in  which  Mr.  Hoyt  is  an 
active  worker  and  a  Trustee. 

Charles  6.  Hoyt,  the  younger  brother,  and 
junior  member  of  the  firm  of  Hoyt  Bros.  &  Co.,  was 
born  in  Jefferson  County,  N.  Y.,  Aug.  19,1860, 
and  completed  his  education  in  Onondaga  and 
Oneida  County,  near  Utica,  to  which  his  parents  sub- 
sequently removed.  He  also  early  in  life  started 
out  for  himself,  his  first  venture  after  leaving  the 
home  roof  being  in  the  capacity  of  clerk  in  the 
office  of  the  Rock  Island  Railroad  Company  at  Rock 
Island,  111.  Later  he  entered  a  wholesale  hardware 
establishment  as  book-keeper,  but  desirous  of  a  more 
active  life  started  out  on  the  road  for  the  same  firm, 
and  continued  as  a  traveling  salesman  until  the 
spring  of  1881. 

At  the  date  above  mentioned  Mr.  Hoyt  made  his 
way  to  this  State,  locating  first  in  Diller,  and 
ofliciating  as  agent  for  J.  S.  Keator  &  Co.,  lumber 
dealers,  with  whom  he  remained  two  years.  At  the 
expiration  of  this  time,  coming  to  Beatrice  he  be- 
came the  partner  of  his  brother  Richard  C.  and  the 
Keator  Lumber  Company.  Mr.  Hoyt  was  married,  in 
May  of  1882,  to  Miss  Rebecca  Diller,  of  Diller, 
Neb.,  and  they  are  now  the  parents  of  two  bright 
children — Willet  C.  and  Mary  Catherine. 


Mrs.  Hoyt  is  the  granddaughter  of  Samuel  Diller, 
who  is  among  the  earl3'  residents  of  Jefferson  County, 
this  State,  and  in  honor  of  which  family  the  town 
was  named.  Charles  G.  is  prominently  connected 
with  the  Presbyterian  Church,  and  greatly  interested 
in  the  trailing  of  the  young,  ofl^ciating  as  Superin- 
tendent of  the  Sundaj-.school  and  otherwise  fur- 
thering the  Master's  cause.  He  is  a  Director  of  the 
Chautauqua  Society  at  Crete.  In  1  883  he  identi- 
fied himself  with  the  Masonic  fraternity,  and  is  at 
present  a  member  of  Beatrice  Lodge  No.  26.  Liv- 
ingston Chapter  No.  7,  and  Mt.  Hermon  Command- 
ery.     The  brothers,  politically',  are  Democrats. 


^^JEORGEW.  PHILLIPS,  a  well-known  and 
III  ,— ^  highly  respeeteil  citizen  of  Paddock  Town- 
^^^  ship,  is  a  prominent  grower  of  fine  blooded 
stock,  paying  special  attention  to  rearing  Clydes- 
dale and  Percheron-Norman  horses,  and  also  mules. 
Mr.  Phillips  is  a  native  of  Ogle  County,  111.,  Sept. 
15,  1853,  being  the  date  of  his  birth.  His  parents, 
J.acob  and  Mary  K.  (Brantner)  Phillips,  were  na- 
tives respectively  of  Maryland  and  Pennsylvania. 
His  father  died  in  Illinois  in  July,  1887,  aged  sixty- 
five  years,  and  his  death  was  felt  to  be  a  loss  to  the 
community  in  which  he  had  lived,  as  he  was  a  man 
of  rare  stability  of  character,  honest  and  upright  in 
his  dealings,  and  none  knew  him  butto  respect  him. 
The  mother  of  our  subject,  a  lady  of  great  worth, 
still  makes  her  home  in  Illinois. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  reared  in  his  na- 
tive county,  and  received  a  substantial  education 
in  its  public  schools.  He  remained  a  resident  of 
Illinois  until  1879,  and  in  the  meantime  married, 
Jan.  2,  1876,  being  his  wedding  day,  and  established 
a  home  of  his  own.  Miss  Catherine  P^'fer  was  the 
maiden  name  of  his  wife,  and  she  is  a  daughter 
of  George  and  Mar\'  (Swagart)  Pyfer.  Her  father 
lives  in  Ogle  County,  III.,  where  her  mother  died 
Jan.  17,  1874.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Phillips  have  been 
born  four  children,  all  of  whom  are  living. 

Mr.  Phillips  w.as  reared  on  a  farm,  and  has  fol- 
lowed agricultural  pursuits  all  his  life.  In  1879  he 
decided  to  try  farming  in  Iowa,  and  on  the  1st  of 
January  moved  with  his    family  to  that  State,  and 
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settled  in  Marshall  County.  Me  did  vciy  well 
there,  but  conceiving  that  he  could  do  still  better 
in  Nebraska,  the  1st  of  March,  1885,  found  him  in 
this  State,  accompanied  by  his  wife  and  children. 
He  purchased  his  present  farm  of  eighty  acres  on 
section  27.  This  is  well  improved,  and  is  amply 
provided  with  all  the  necessary  farm  buildings,  in- 
cludiiiga  commodious  house,  stable,  etc.,  and  every- 
thing about  the  place  indicates  the  master  hand  of 
a  thrifty,  practical,  methodical  man.  Mr.  Phillips 
is  making  a  great  success  in  his  stock-raising  vent- 
ures. He  keeps  several  brood  mares,  and  his  thor- 
oughbred Nornian-Perchcron  stallion  and  Clydes- 
dale stallion  are  the  finest  in  the  towusiiip.  He 
also  makes  a  si)ecialtj'  of  raising  mules,  and  has  a 
fine  jack  and  ass. 

Although  Mr.  Phillips  has  been  aresidentof  Pad- 
dock Township  but  little  more  than  three  years,  yet 
he  has  gained  the  confidence  and  esteem  of  the  en- 
tire communit3',  and  by  his  genial  and  ever  courte- 
ous manner  he  has  won  many  warm  friends.  His 
ability  and  business  tact  have  received  due  recog- 
nition at  their  hands,  as  they  -elected  him  to  the 
office  of  Justice  of  the  Peace  for  this  township  in 
the  fall  of  1887,  despite  his  reiterated  protests  at 
having  the  office  thrust  upon  him,  as  it  were.  He 
still  holds  the  position,  and  is  discharging  its  duties 
with  fairness  and  to  the  entire  satisfaction  of  his 
fellow-citizens.  He  takes  an  intelligent  interest  in 
politics,  and  uses  his  influence  in  an  honorable  way 
to  promote  the  interests  of  the  Republican  |)arty. 


ILLIAM  CRAIG,  M.ayor  of  Blue  Springs, 
and  largely  identified  with  its  business  af- 

^^'  fairs,  represents  considerable  real  estate  in 
which  he  is  largely  interested,  the  greater  portion 
being  city  propert}'.  He  is  also  conducting  a  flour- 
ishing stove  and  hardware  business,  and  as  a  man 
and  a  citizen  ranks  among  the  most  highly  respected 
residents  of  this  county,  and  we  are  pleased  to  pre- 
sent his  portrait  on  the  opposite  page. 

Our  subject  is  of  staunch  Pennsylvania  stock,  his 
father,  Thomas  Craig,  having  been  born  in  North- 
ampton (now  Carbon)  County,  that  State,  in  1797. 
The  latter  upon  reaching  manhood  engaged  in  farm- 


ing for  a  time,  and  later  for  nearlj'  a  quarter-cent- 
ury occupied  himself  as  a  hotel-keeper  success- 
fully at  Lehigh  Water  (lap,  and  o|)erated  a  large 
store  of  geneial  merchandise  at  the  same  place.  He 
was  also  owner  of  the  stage  line  running  between 
Manch  Chunk  and  E.iston,  from  which  he  derived 
a  handsome  income.  In  addition  to  tliis  he  was  ex- 
tensively engaged  in  boating  or  transporting  lum- 
ber from  his  mills  on  the  Upper  Lehigh  over  the 
Lehigh  Coal  and  Navigation  Company's  canal  to 
Easton,  Mauch  Chunk  and  other  points,  having  his 
own  boat  and  making  considerable  money  in  this 
enterprise.  He  had  three  sawmills  and  owned  an 
immense  tract  of  timber  land.  During  the  memora- 
ble freshet  of  1841  he  lost  heavily  in  boats  and 
lumber,  and  his  entire  store  and  contents  were  swept 
away.  He  continued  as  a  hotel- keciiur  until  within 
about  four  years  of  his  death. 

The  father  of  our  subject  was  married  in  early 
manhood  to. Miss  Kuntz.  who  died  young,  leaving 
two  children.  Subsequently,  in  1828,  he  was  mar- 
ried to  Miss  Catherine  ILagenbuch  and  they  became 
\he  parents  of  six  children,  five  of  whom  lived  to 
mature  years.  He  died  in  1859,  at  Lehigh  Water 
Gap,  where  he  ha<l  his  home  for  so  many  years. 
Mrs.  Catherine  Craig,  the  mother  of  our  subject, 
also  a  native  of  the  Keystone  State,  w.as  a  daughter 
of  a  hotel-keeper  at  Lchighton,  where  he  spent 
many  j'ears  of  his  life,  and  where  he  entered  upon 
his  final  rest.  Mrs.  Craig  remained  with  her  par- 
ents until  her  marriage,  and  survived  her  husband 
twelve  years,  licr  death  taking  place  at  Lehigh  Gap, 
in  1871. 

The  father  of  our  subject  was  reared  a  Presby- 
terian, and  the  mother  a  Lutheran,  and  the  former 
was  especially  prominent  and  active  in  all  those 
matters  (lertaining  to  moral  and  religious  education. 
The  paternal  graiul father  of  our  subject,  Thomas 
Craig,  Sr.,  a  native  of  Northampton  County,  Pa., 
served  as  a  General  in  the  Revolutionary  War,  and 
after  the  independence  of  the  Colonies  had  been 
established,  returned  to  his  native  place,  where  he 
engaged  in  farming,  and  lived  to  the  ripe  old  age 
of  ninety  years.     He  was  the  father  of  six  children. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  born  at  Lehigh 
Gap,  Pa.,  April  22,  1841.  His  primary  studies 
were  conducted  in  the  schools  of  his  native  village. 


•*-H»r^ 


678 


GAGE  COUNTY. 


,  ;    Ma 

1^ 


Later  he  became  a  student  at  Allentown  Seminary, 
and  completed  his  education  in  the  Agricultural 
College  in  Center  County,  Pa.  He  then  began 
teaching,  but  subsequently,  in  company  with  his 
brother.  Col.  John  Craig,  embarked  in  general  mer- 
chandising at  Lehigh  Gap,  to  whicli  he  added  the 
business  of  boat-builder  and  railroad  contractor. 
These  interests  he  operated  extensively  and  suc- 
cessfully, and  also  dealt  largely  in  lumber,  railroad 
ties  and  coal  at  the  same  place,  where  he  continued 
to  live  until  the  fall  of  1882.  Socially  and  politi- 
cally, he  was  prominent  in  the  county  and  com- 
munity; and  in  f.act  the  entire  family  was  widely 
and  favorably  known  throughout  that  region  as 
comprising  a  portion  of  its  best  element.  Three 
of  his  brothers  were  in  the  Pennsj'lvania  Legisla- 
ture, and  two  were  also  elected  to  the  State  Senate. 

Mr.  Craig  in  1882  disposed  of  his  interests  in 
the  Keystone  State,  and  coming  west  into  Southern 
Nebraska  located  at  once  in  Blue  Spriugs,  this 
county,  establishing  himself  in  his  present  business. 
Each  year  has  added  to  his  stock  and  his  patronage, 
so  that  his  present  business  building,  of  which  he  is 
owner,  is  entirely  too  contracted  for  the  wants  of 
his  trade,  and  a  more  capacious  building  will  be  a 
necessity  in  the  near  future.  His  promptness  and 
reliability  in  his  business  transactions  have  made 
him  a  general  favorite  with  the  men  of  his  com- 
munity, while  socially,  together  with  his  family,  he 
occupies  an  enviable  position.  He  takes  a  warm 
interest  in  the  building  up  of  the  town,  and  does 
whatever  lies  in  his  power  to  further  its  moral  and 
educational  interests.  He  cast  his  first  Presidential 
vote  for  McClellan,  but  soon  changed  his  politics 
and  sustained  the  Republican  party  until  1880,  when 
his  strong  temperance  proclivities  led  him  to  give 
his  support  to  the  Prohibitionists,  and  he  voted  for 
Neal  Dow  for  President.  He  has  been  a  member 
of  the  School  Board  almost  from  the  time  of  com- 
ing here,  and  was  elected  to  his  present  position  of 
Mayor  in  the  spring  of  1888.  The  fact  that  the 
Republicans  lead  in  this  locality  speaks  well  for  his 
standing  in  the  community.  Religiously,  he  he- 
longs  to  the  Evangelical  Association,  and  is  an  ener- 
getic laborer  in  the  Sunday-school. 

Mr.  Craig  was  married,  Sept.  26,  1867,  to  Miss 
Mattie  E.  Gish,  of  Berlinsville,  Pa.,  and   they  are 


now  the  parents  of  five  children,  viz:  Annie  E., 
William  A..  Frederick  G.,  .lesse  V.  and  Mattie  F. 
Thej'  are  all  living  at  home  with  their  parents,  and 
being  given  the  training  and  education  which  will 
qualify  them  for  useful  and  worthy  members  of  so- 
ciety. Mrs.  Craig  was  born  Jan.  29,  1844,  in 
Berlinsville,  Northampton  Co.,  Pa.,  and  is  the 
daughter  of  Abram  and  Elizabeth  (Hummel)  Gish, 
who  were  natives  of  Pennsylvania,  and  are  now  de- 
ceased. Her  father  was  a  man  of  prominence,  a 
farmer  and  merchant  combined,  and  officiated  as  a 
Justice  of  the  Peace  for  many  years.  He  was  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Evangelical  Church,  and  departed  this 
life  at  his  home  in  Berlinsville  in  1878.  His  ex- 
cellent wife  was  a  member  of  the  same  church,  and 
departed  this  life  in  June,  1884. 

During  the  six  years'  residence  of  Mr.  Craig  in 
this  county  he  has  fully  established  himself  in  the 
esteem  and  confidence  of  the  people  about  hira.  He 
was  nominated  by  the  Prohibition  convention  of 
1888  as  candidate  for  Senator,  an  indication  of  the 
estimation  in  which  he  is  held,  and  a  great  compli- 
ment to  his  worth  and  nobility. 


fP.  ENRY  RICHARDSON.  Perseverance  and 
IjfjV  industry  are  necessary  conditions  to  true 
^%^  success  in  any  calling.  These  qualities  are 
•!^)  possessed  in  an  eminent  degree  by  the  sub- 
ject of  this  sketch,  a  thriftj^  and  prosperous  farmer 
and  stock-raiser  on  section  15  of  Grant  Town- 
ship, and  owner  of  a  ver3'  fine  farming  property 
of  160  acres  (a  partial  view  of  which  may  be  seen 
upon  another  page),  through  which  the  Soap  Creek 
winds  its  way,  and  which  Mr.  Richardson  secured 
soon  after  coming  to  the  county  in  October,  1867. 
The  previous  owner  w.as  the  venerated  and  beloved 
'•  Uncle  Sam,"  who  has  made  generous  provision 
for  thousands  of  his  sons,  and  stands  ready  to  as- 
sist thousands  more. 

Previous  to  his  arrival  in  Nebraska  our  subject 
lived  in  Delaware  County,  Iowa,  where  he  had 
made  his  home  for  eighteen  ye.ars.  He  was  born  in 
that  greatest  city  of  the  world,  London,  England, 
on  the  8th  of  January,  1847;  his  father,  James 
Richardson,  was  a  full-blooded  .Scotchman,  and  was 
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liorn  aiul  lirouglit  up  near  tlie  city  of  Glasgow, 
u|ioii  the  Cl,v<le,  removing  from  his  Scotch  home  to 
Loniloii  when  a)>out  Ihirtj-  years  of  age.  After 
leaving  school  he  had  served  a  full  apprenticeship 
as  a  carpenter  and  joiner,  which  trade  he  continued 
to  follow  in  London,  and  was  lool<ed  upon  as  a 
verj"  excellent,  precise  and  artistic  workman. 
Shortly  after  his  removal  to  the  great  city  he  was 
united  in  marriage  with  Eliza  Timniins,  a  lady  of 
English  birth  and  parentage. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Richardson,  Sr.,  became  the  par- 
ents of  seven  children,  of  whom  our  subject  was  the 
eldest.  Accompanied  bj'  two  of  these  thej'  came 
to  the  United  States,  and  settled  at  once  in  Chicago, 
where  the  father  found  emplt)yment  in  thecarshops, 
in  the  department  where  the  more  finislied  and 
skilled  work  was  demanded.  There  he  continued 
for  a  number  of  j'ears,  and  finally  moved  with  his 
family  to  Delaware  County,  Iowa,  locating  upon  a 
farm  upon  which  they  are  yet  living.  The  fatlrer 
is  now  about  seventy-five  years  of  age,  and  the 
mother  is  seventy-seven.  Both  enpy  excellent 
health,  and  retain  their  natural  faculties  in  a  re- 
markable degree.  They  come  of  families  noted 
for  longevity.  Grandfather  Richardson,  who  lived 
and  died  in  Scotland,  survived  over  ninety  years, 
and  the  prospect,  so  far  as  it  is  possible  to  judge 
by  appearances,  is  that  both  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Richard- 
son will,  in  all  probabilit}'.  likewise  live  to  a  ripe 
old  age. 

Our  subject  received  his  education  in  the  schools 
of  Delaware  County,  Iowa,  and  after  leaving  his 
studies  he  devoted  his  attention  to  farming.  Upon 
coming  to  Nebraska  he  found  a  great  deal  of  hard 
work  before  him,  but  his  father  had  wisely  inured 
him  for  just  such  a  life,  and  he  was  not  altogether 
unfitted  to  fill  the  position.  The  success  that  has 
attended  his  efforts,  the  improvements  that  he  has 
made  upon  his  land,  and  the  reputation  he  has  es- 
tablished, all  testify  to  the  fact  of  his  enthusiastic 
devotion  to  his  work. 

Having  provided  his  house  our  subject  early 
realized  that  some  one  was  needed  to  make  it  a 
home,  and  such  a  one  he  found  in  Miss  Julia  F. 
Burgess,  to  whom  he  was  married  in  Grant  Town- 
ship, Oct.  13,  1870.  The  wife  of  our  subject  is 
the    daughter    of    N.    E.   and  Sophia  (Woodman) 

■^« 


Burgess  (for  further  details  see  the  sketch  of  Mr. 
Burgess),  and  was  born  in  Racine  County,  Wis., 
in  1856,  coming  to  Nebraska  witli  her  parents 
when  about  twelve  years  of  age.  Her  parents  pro- 
vided her  with  the  opportunity  to  obtain  a  good  edu- 
cation in  the  common  schools,  of  whicli  she  took 
ever3'  advantage.  There  have  come  to  the  home 
of  our  subject  and  wife  ten  children,  of  whom, 
however,  two  are  since  deceased,  viz:  Pearl  and 
Ralph.  Those  still  living  are  Willis,  Lewis,  Jean, 
Artliur,  Chloe,  P^ilsie,  Walter  and  Ida. 

For  several  years  our  subject  has  been  connected 
with  various  township  and  district  offices,  and  is 
now  Township  ami  School  Treasurer.  He  is  also  a 
member  of  the  A.  O.  U.  W.  All  his  life  he  has  been 
a  stanch  Republican,  energetic  in  behalf  of  the 
party  he  admires.  At  the  same  time  he  is  a  poli- 
tician only  in  the  most  exalted  use  of  that  wonL 
and  is  identified  with  almost  every  good  and 
honorable  effort  and  project  for  the  true  jjrogress 
and  benefit  of  the  community,  and  by  his  rectitude, 
manly  character  and  strict  business  integrity,  has 
won  for  himself  and   family  the  res|)ect  of  all. 


•-^N^' 


ANIEL  PENROD,  an  industrious  and 
highly-  respected  young  carpenter  of  Bea- 
trice, came  to  this  county  with  his  parents 
in  the  spring  of  1880.  and  soon  afterward 
began  his  apprenticeship  at  the  trade  which  he  is 
following,  and  of  which  lie  has  now  a  thorough  un- 
derstanding in  all  its  details.  He  was  born  in  the 
town  of  Wooster,  Wayne  Co.,  Ohio,  and  is  the  third 
son  and  seventh  child  of  Jacob  and  Sarah  (Fouch) 
Penrod,  whoso  family  consisted  of  eight  sons  and 
five  daughters,  ten  of  whom  lived  to  mature  years. 
John  Fouch,  the  maternal  grandfather  of  our 
subject,  was  a  native  of  Gefmanj-,  and  spent  his 
last  years  in  Pennsylvania,  living  to  be  nearly  one 
hundred  years  old.  He  had  followed  farming 
mostly'  as  one  occupation,  and  as  the  result  of  a 
temperate  life  and  correct  habits,  was  hale  and 
hearty  as  many  a  man  of  younger  years.  He 
walked  to  the  house  of  worship,  three  miles  from 
his  home,  the  week  before  his  death.    Michael  Pen- 
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rod,  the  paternal  grand  fatlier,  was  of  snbstantial 
German  ancestrj' ;  he  spent  the  last  years  of  his  life  in 
Pennsylvania,  also  passing  away  when  ripe  in  years. 
His  son  Jacob,  the  father  of  our  sul)ject,  was  born 
in  Somerset  Countj',  Pa.,  where  he  was  reared  to 
inanhuod,  receiving  a  common-school  education. 
There  also  he  was  married,  and  settled  for  one  year 
in  Dale  City,  Pa.,  whence  he  removed  at  the  expi- 
ration of  this  time  to  Wayne  County,  Ohio,  where 
he  secured  a  tract  of  land  and  carried  on  farming 
until  coming  to  this  State. 

The  father  of  our  subject,  upon  coming  to  this 
county,  abandoned  farming  and  took  up  his  abode 
in  McConnell's  subdivision  in  West  Beatrice,  where 
he  now  lives  retired  from  active  labor.  He  was 
born  in  1823,  and  is  consequently  sixty-five  years 
of  age.  He  votes  the  Democratic  ticket,  and  is  in 
the  enjoyment  of  good  health.  The  mother,  who 
was  born  in  1829,  departed  this  life  in  the  spring 
of   1881,  at  Beatrice. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  spent  his  boyhood 
days  upon  the  farm  of  his  father  in  the  Buckeye 
State,  attending  the  district  school  in  winter  and 
working  around  the  homestead  in  the  summer  sea- 
son. After  coming  to  Beatrice  he  began  his  ap- 
prenticeship at  the  trade  of  carpenter,  serving  three 
years,  and  obtaining  a  thorough  knowledge  of  the 
business.  His  enterprise  and  adaptability  to  his 
business  are  noticeable  from  the  fact  that  he  has 
purchased  land  and  put  up  buildings  for  sale, 
having  in  this  manner  fitted  up  eight  houses,  and 
disposed  of  most  of  them  at  a  figure  which,  while  rea- 
sonable to  the  purchaser,  has  netted  him  a  good  profit. 
He  is  thus  becoming  one  of  the  important  factors 
in  the  business  interests  of  this  go-ahead  town. 

The  marriage  of  Mr.  Penrod  and  Miss  Selraa  R. 
Arpke  was  celebrated  at  the  home  of  the  bride  in 
Jefferson  County,  Neb.,  Jan.  1.  1S83.  Mrs.  Pen- 
rod  is  the  daughter  of  Adolph  and  Caroline  (Luh- 
man)  Arpke,  who  were  natives  of  Germany,  and 
came  to  America  with  their  parents  when  children, 
and  to  Nebraska  in  1880.  Of  this  union  there 
have  been  born  two  children — Carrie  L.  and  Elsie 
S.  They  occupy  a  snug  home  in  the  western  part 
of  the  city,  on  Court  street,  and  are  in  the  enjoy- 
ment of  the  friendship  of  a  large  circle  of  acquaint- 
ances.    Mr.  Penrod  has  but  very  little  time  to  de- 


vote to  political  matters  but  maintains  the  interest 
which  every  intelligent  man  feels  in  the  welfare 
and  prosperity  of  his  county  and  State.  He  uni- 
formly votes  the  straight  Republican  ticket. 


^^EORGE  ENDELMAN.  Upon  section  15, 
(((  <^  Lincoln  Township,  is  one  of  the  most  fertile 
^^ISl  and  best-improved  farms  in  the  entire  town- 
ship, and  the  farm  dwelling  thereon  is  one  of  the 
most  substantially  built  and  admirably  arranged 
within  quite  a  large  territory.  Upon  entrance,  one 
is  instinctively  led  to  remark  the  prevalence  of  a 
quiet  elegance  and  harmony  of  taste  that  are  most 
pleasing  to  the  eye.  It  is  the  home  and  property 
of  the  subject  of  this  slvetch,  one  of  the  most  enter- 
prising and  thoroughlj'  practical  of  the  German- 
American  farmers  of  the  district. 

The  possession  of  the  above  property  by  Mr. 
Endelman  dates  from  1881.  At  that  time  it  was 
entirely  unimproved,  and  in  a  state  of  nature.  The 
change  that  has  passed  over  it,  the  buildings  that 
have  been  erected,  the  home  that  has  been  furnished, 
are  the  results  of  continued  and  earnest  effort. 
Previous  to  becoming  a  resident  of  this  State  the 
home  of  Mr.  Endelman  was  in  Logan  County,  111., 
where  for  twelve  j'ears  he  had  farmed  on  rented 
land.  The  ten  years  immediately  preceding  he  had 
resided  in  Pekin,  Tazewell  Co.,  111.,  where  he  had 
been  employed  as  a  laborer. 

In  Barum,  Germany,  and  not  far  from  the  North 
Sea,  our  subject  was  born  on  the  loth  of  August, 
in  the  year  1824.  His  father,  Harry  Endelman, 
was  a  laborer  throughout  the  whole  of  his  life, 
and  died  in  his  native  Province  in  1888,  aged 
ninety-five  years.  Upon  arriving  at  the  usual  age 
he  entered  the  German  military  service,  and  fought 
in  the  battle  of  Waterloo.  The  name  of  his  wife, 
the  mother  of  our  subject,  was  Gertrude  Cramer, 
who  lived  to  be  about  seventy'  years  of  age.  She 
was  a  lady  of  most  loft^'  character,  happy  disposi- 
tion and  fair  intelligence,  and  her  added  3'ears  sim- 
ply increased  her  attractiveness.  The  old  and 
young  alike  seemed  to  feel  the  refreshing,  elevating 
and  brightening  influence  that  was  insejiarable  from 
her  presence,  and  upon  her  demise  she  was  mourned 
as  one  most  loving  and  lovable.     As  maiden,  wife 
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and  mother,  her  life  presented  a  perfection  of 
beauty  seldom  met  with  and  never  excelled.  She 
was  the  mother  of  nine  children,  four  of  them  being 
sons.  Only  four  are  now  living,  our  subject  being 
the  second  child. 

The  daj's  of  the  boyhood,  youth  and  early  man- 
hood of  our  subject  were  spent  in  his  native  Prov- 
ince, and  there  he  received  his  early  education ; 
there,  also,  in  February  of  tlie  year  1858,  he 
was  married,  the  lady  of  his  choice  being  Anna 
Rumka.  She  was  born  and  brt)Ught  up  within  a 
short  distance  of  her  husband's  home,  and  they  had 
practically  grown  up  together.  Almost  immediately 
after  their  marriage  they  came  to  this  country,  and 
this  excellent  wife  stood  b^"^  the  side  of  her  husband 
throughout  all  the  days  of  his  early  struggles  in 
Illinois.  After  bringing  up  a  family  of  four  chil- 
dren, this  most  admirable  and  excellent  lady  de- 
parted this  life  upon  the  14lh  of  February,  1883,  at 
the  age  of  fifty-two  years. 

Our  subject  and  his  wife  continued  from  youth 
consistent  and  devout  members  of  the  Lutheran 
Church,  and  in  the  same  faith  their  four  children 
have  been  brought  up.  These  are  name<l  as  here 
appended:  Harrj',  who  married  Sarah  Nies,  resides 
upon  his  farm,  which  is  situated  in  Lincoln  Town- 
ship ;  Fred  remains  at  home,  the  assistant  of  his  father 
upon  the  farm;  Minnie  is  the  housekeeper  for  her 
father,  having  ever  since  her  mother's  death  striven 
to  perpetuate  the  home  comforts;  John,  an  intelli- 
gent young  man,  is  actively  engaged  upon  his  father's 
farm,  and  gives  promise  of  much  ability. 

Mr.  Endelman  and  his  sons  usually  vote  the  Dem- 
ocratic ticket,  Mr.  E.  having  been  a  member  of  that 
party  since  becoming  a  naturalized  citizen.  The 
family  is  held  in  high  regard  in  the  community,  and 
represents  the  best  class  of  German-American  citi- 
zens. A  view  of  their  home  and  surroundings  is 
given  on  another  page. 


't/ESSE  RICHARDS,  senior  member  of  the 
|l  grocery  firm  of  Richards  &  Parker,  is  num- 
l|  bered  among  the  leading  men  of  Beatrice, 
g/'  and  became  a  resident  of  the  county  April 
1869.     His  early  home  was  on  the  other  side  of 


the  Atlantic,  in  Wiltshire,  Kngland,  where  his  birth 
took  place  July  3,  1846.  AVhen  a  little  lad  four 
years  of  age  his  parents  emigrated  to  America  and 
settled  on  a  farm  in  Herkimer  County,  N.  Y.  There 
the  father,  Jasper  Richards,  is  still  living,  havingar. 
rived  at  a  ripe  old  age.  The  mother,  Christina 
(Knee)  Richards,  departed  this  life  at  the  old  home- 
stead in  New  I'ork,  Feb.  3,  1857. 

The  boyhood  and  youth  of  our  subject  were 
spentin  Herkimer  County.  N.  Y.,  where  he  attended 
the  common  school,  and  being  of  a  studious  dis- 
position made  good  proHciency.  At  the  age  of 
eighteen,  leaving  the  parental  roof,  he  migrated 
to  Ogle  County,  III.,  where  he  worked  on  a  farm, 
the  employe  of  one  man  until  reaching  his  majority. 
In  1869  he  came  to  Beatrice,  walking  into  tlie  town 
from  Brownville.  His  first  employment  was  build- 
ing a  rail  fence  around  the  present  residence  of 
Albert  Towlo.  Later  he  worked  in  a  sawmill  at 
Blue  Springs.  In  the  meantime  he  horaesteaded 
IGO  acres  west  of  the  latter  place,  and  on  the  i'dd 
of  December,  the  same  year,  was  married  to  Miss 
Fanny  V.  Dodge. 

The  young  people  spent  the  following  winter  in 
Ogle  County,  III.,  which  had  been  the  home  of  the 
bride,  and  in  February,  1870,  our  subject  returned 
to  his  homestead  claim  in  this  count}-,  and  with  his 
young  wife  took  possession,  moving  into  the  frame 
house  which  he  had  erected.  They  resided  there 
six  years,  when  Mr.  Richards  purchased  a  farm  near 
the  growing  city  of  Beatrice,  where  they  spent 
another  six  years.  Our  subject  now  sold  out  again, 
and  in  company  with  O.  N.  Wlieelock,  of  Beatrice, 
embarked  in  the  grocery  business.  Two  years  later 
Mr.  Wheelock  transferred  his  interest  in  the  busi- 
ness to  E.  C.  Salisbury,  and  the  firm  of  Richards  & 
Salisbury  during  the  three  years  of  its  existence 
built  up  a  good  trade.  Our  subject  then  purchased 
the  interest  of  his  ])artner,  and  continued  alone 
until  in  October,  1887,  when  he  associated  himself 
with  Mr.  F.  A.  Parker.  Richards  &  Parker  carry  a 
full  stock  of  groceries  and  all  other  goods  in  their 
line,  their  quarters  being  in  the  Masonic  Temple 
and  post-office  block.  Their  storeroom  is  25x120 
feet  in  dimensions. 

The  family  residence  is  located  on  Ninth  and  Mar- 
ket streets,  and    comprises  with    its   pleasant   sur- 
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roundings  one  of  the  most  desirable  homes.  To 
our  subject  and  his  wife  there  have  been  born  three 
children,  one  of  whom,  Harry  E.,  died  when  two 
years  old.  The  survivors  ai-e  Jasper  W.  and  Flora 
M. ;  they  are  students  in  the  schools  of  Beatrice. 

Mr.  Richards  while  a  resident  of  Sicily  Town- 
ship served  as  Justice  of  tlie  Peace  and  was  other- 
wise prominent  in  local  affairs.  Politically,  he  votes 
the  straight  Republican  ticket.  He  is  a  member  in 
good  standing  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church, 
of  which  he  has  been  Treasurer  a  period  of  five 
years.  Socially,  he  belongs  to  Lodge  No.  26,  A. 
F.  &  A.  M.,  Livingston  Chapter  No.  10,  and  Mt. 
Hermon  Cominandery  No.  7.  He  was  Master  of  the 
lodge  four  years,  and  High  Priest  three  years.  He 
is  warmly  interested  in  the  principles  of  Masonry, 
to  the  furtherance  of  which  he  has  generously  con- 
tributed of  his  time  and  means. 

^^  ALYIN  STARR,  M.  D.  The  medic.il  pro- 
(l(  fession  of  Beatrice  is  worthily  represented 

^^^'  by  the  subject  of  this  sketch,  who  was  born 
near  the  city  of  Columbus,  Franklin  Co.,  Ohio, 
on  the  2d  of  April,  1 822.  He  was  the  youngest 
son  of  a  family  of  eleven  children,  all  of  whom 
lived  to  mature  years,  but  only  three  of  whom  now 
survive. 

John  Starr,  the  father  of  our  suliject,  was  an 
enterprising  farmer  and  one  of  the  early  settlers  of 
the  Buckej'-e  State.  Upon  settling  in  Franklin 
County,  he  purchased  a  tract  of  heavily  timbered 
land,  from  which  he  cleared  and  improved  a  fine 
farm,  and  which,  had  it  been  kept  in  the  family, 
would  have  proved  the  source  of  an  independent 
fortune,  as  upon  it  now  stands  the  city  of  Columbus. 
John  Starr  upon  reaching  manhoo<l  was  united  in 
marriage  with  Miss  Betsey  Havens,  who  was  a 
native  of  Groton,  Conn.  John  Starr  was  born 
in  Nova  Scotia,  whence  he  removed  to  Connecticut 
during  his  younger  years  and  from  there  to  the 
youngState  of  Ohio, settling  in  Franklin  County,  as 
above  stated,  as  early  as  1812,  and  when  there  was 
but  one  log  house  upon  the  present  site  of  the  city 
of  Columbus.  There  he  spent  his  lastd.ays,  and  there 
rested    from    his  earthly  labors.       The  parents  of 


Dr.  Starr  are  long  since  deceased,  the  father  passing 
away  at  the  old  homestead  near  Columbus,  in  1837. 
He  was  a  veiy  capable  and  intelligent  man,  and 
spent  a  portion  of  his  early  life  as  a  school  teacher. 
Politically,  he  was  a  Whig.  The  mother  of  our 
subject  died  in  May,  1805,  in  Columbus,  Ohio. 

The  bo3'hood  of  Calvin  Starr  was  spent  after  the 
manner  of  most  farmers'  sons,  assisting  his  parents 
around  the  homestead  and  receiving  his  first  book 
knowledge  in  the  district  school,  mostly  in  the 
summer  season.  He  was  bright  and  ambitious  to 
learn,  and  when  of  suitable  years  became  a  student 
of  Central  College,  at  Blendon,  Ohio,  where  he  con- 
tinued for  a  period  of  four  years,  and  at  the  end  of 
which  time  in  consequence  of  too  close  application 
his  health  was  considerably  impaired.  After  a 
season  of  recreation,  however,  he  was  restored,  and 
entered  upon  the  study  of  medicine  under  the  in- 
struction first  of  Dr.  Morrell  and  later  with  Dr.  B. 
F.  Gard,  of  Columbus.  Later  he  entered  the  Ster- 
ling Medical  College,  where  he  took  two  full  courses 
of  lectures,  and  then  prepared  for  admission  to  the 
Cleveland  Homeopathic  College,  from  which  he 
was  graduated  on  the  20th  of  February,  1851,  with 
honors. 

Dr.  Starr  commenced  the  practice  of  his  profession 
in  Xenia,  Ohio,  where  he  remained  one  year,  then 
removed  to  the  city  of  Springfield,  Ohio.  After  a 
five-years  residence  at  that  point  he  turned  his  face 
westward,  and  crossing  the  Mississippi  in  M.ay,  1857, 
took  up  his  abode  in  Johnson  Count}',  at  Iowa  City, 
Iowa,  where  he  built  up  a  large  and  lucrative  prac- 
tice and  continued  for  a  period  of  twenty  years. 
In  November  of  1877,  desirous  of  a  change  of 
scene  and  surroundings,  he  removed  with  his  family 
to  Nebraska  City,  where  he  followed  his  profession 
until  the  summer  of  1882.  He  then  came  to  Bea- 
trice, where  he  has  since  resided,  and  is  now  in  the 
enjoyment  of  a  fine  patronage  from  the  best  people 
of  this  region.  His  career  as  a  man  and  as  a  phy- 
sician has  been  such  as  to  commend  him  to  the 
people  generally,  among  whom  he  has  hosts  of  friends 
and  patrons. 

The  Doctor  has  been  twice  married,  his  first  wife 
been  Miss  Sophia  J.  McPhersou,  a  native  of  Xenia, 
Greene  Co.,  Ohio,  and  who  became  the  mother  of 
five  children — George  B.,  Clarence  A.,  Emma  H., 
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Mai-}'  P.  and  Jolm  A.  Mrs.  Sophia  Starr  departed 
this  life  at  her  home  in  Iowa  City,  April  23,  1876. 
The  present  wife  of  our  suhject,  to  whom  he  was 
married  June  27,  1878,  was  formerly  Mrs.  Julia  C. 
Scudder,  nee  Candee,  of  Muscatine,  Iowa.  Her 
parents.  Nelson  S.  and  Lucy  A.  Candee,  were  na- 
tives of  Connecticut  and  Ohio  respectively,  and 
are  now  living  at  Alma,  Neb.  Mrs.  Starr  by  her 
first  husl)and  has  one  son,  Horace  Scudder,  who 
bears  the  same  name  as  his  father.  Mrs.  Starr  is 
the  partner  of  her  husband  in  his  profession,  being 
educated  in  tlie  medical  department  of  the  Iowa 
State  University,  and  attends  upon  patients  equally 
with  him.  Their  joint  office  is  at  their  residence 
on  Sixth  street,  where  they  have  aii  attractive  home. 
Both  the  Doctor  and  his  wife  are  people  of  intelli- 
gence and  culture,  and  in  the  duties  of  their  pro- 
fession are  guided  bj'  the  modern  school  of  medi- 
cine, and  keep  themselves  well  posted  upon  the 
matters  pertaining  thereto.  Socially,  they  have 
many  friends  wherever  it  has  been  their  lot  to  re- 
side. He  and  his  wife  are  both  members  of  the 
First  Congregational  Church,  of  Beatrice. 


"fyOHN  K.  TREKELL,  a  native  of  Tippecanoe 
{||  County,  Ind.,  was  born  July  20.  1835,  and 
has  been  a  resident  of  Highland  Township 
since  the  spring  of  1882.  He  is  recognized 
as  one  of  the  most  enterprising  and  industrious  of 
its  farming  community,  is  a  successful  stock-raiser, 
and  a  man  generally  occupying  a  leading  position 
among  his  fellow-citizens. 

The  offspring  of  an  excellent  family,  our  subject 
is  the  son  of  Stephen  and  Jemima  (Kinser)  Trekell, 
the  former  a  native  of  Maryland,  and  the  latter  of 
Ohio.  His  paternal  ancestors  were  of  Scotch  origin, 
and  the  mother  traced  her  forefathers  to  Germany. 
Adam  Kinser,  the  maternal  grandfather,  it  is  be- 
lieved served  as  a  soldier  under  Gen.  Harrison  at 
Tippecanoe. 

To  Stephen  and  Jemima  Trekell  there  were  born 
nine  children,  of  whom  the  following  survive: 
Thomas  J.,  of  Henry  County,  111.;  George  W.,  liv- 
n  Washington  Territory;  William  H.,  residing 


4 


in  California;  John  K.,  our  sulijcct;  Harriet,  Mrs. 
Fry,  and  Rebecca,  the  wife  of  John  May,  also  resi- 
dents of  the  Golden  State.  When  John  K.  was  a 
little  lad  two  years  of  age  his  parents  left  Indiana, 
and  totik  up  their  abode  in  Stark  County,  111., 
where  the  father  followed  farming,  and  where  they 
lived  for  a  period  of  ten  years.  Thence  they  re- 
moved to  Heni'y  County,  that  State,  where  our  sub- 
ject attained  his  majority,  and  became  acquainted 
with  the  labors  of  pioneer  life,  the  family'  being 
among  the  earliest  settlers  of  that  region. 

The  educational  advantages  of  young  Trekel', 
like  those  of  his  brothers  and  sisters,  were  exceed- 
ingly limited,  far  inferior  to  those  extended  to  the 
generation  of  to-day.  His  services  were  utilized 
on  the  farm  as  soon  as  he  was  old  enough  to  be  of 
service,  and  he  also  worked  considerably  in  a  saw 
and  grist  mill.  He  also  became  quite  expert  as  a 
car[>entcr.  at  which  trade  he  labored  when  not 
otherwise  engaged.  He  was  married  in  Henry 
County,  III.,  March  3,  1862,  his  bride  being  Miss 
Theresa  Walters,  who  was  born  in  Ohio,  in  Tuscar.a- 
was  County,  and  is  the  daughter  of  David  and 
Susan  (Baltzly)  Walters,  natives  also  of  the  Buck- 
eye State,  and  who  came  to  Nebraska  in  1880,  where 
the  father  still  resides.  The  mother  departed  this 
life  at  her  home  in  Highland  Township,  Aug.  1!>, 
1S88. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Trekell  after  their  marriage  settled 
in  Henry  County,  111.,  where  they  lived  until  the 
spring  of  1882,  then  came  with  their  little  family 
to  this  county.  They  have  three  children:  George 
H.  and  Frank,  who  are  residents  of  Alliance,  Neb.; 
Fred,  who  lives  in  Cortland.  The  property  of  our 
subject  lies  two  miles  west  of  the  latter  place,  and 
comprises  320  acres,  which  he  purchased  from  the 
Burlington  &  Missouri  River  Railroad  Comi)any; 
he  also  owns 365  acres  of  well-improved  land  in  Illi- 
nois. The  homestead  proper  comprises  eighty  acres, 
to  which  Mr.  Trekell  has  given  particular  attention, 
putting  up  a  very  fine  residence,  and  a  large  and 
commodious  barn,  besides  planting  fruit  and  shade 
trees,  and  adding  other  embellishments.  A  self- 
made  man  in  the  closest  sense  of  the  word,  he  has 
accumulated  his  property  solely  through  his  own 
efforts,  and  accordingl3'  knows  liow  to  take  care  of 
it.     He  is  progressive   in  his  ideas,    interested   in 
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those  projects  tending  to  the  building  up  of  his 
county,  and  uniformly  gives  his  support  to  Re- 
publican principles. 

The  Trekell  homestead,  a  view  of  wliich  will  be 
found  on  another  page,  bears  fair  comparison  with 
its  neighbors,  and  is  fully  worthy'  of  representation 
in  a  work  designed  to  perpetuate  the  lives  and  labors 
of  the  leading  men  of  Gage  County. 
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^  OSEPH  BROOKS,  who  resides  on  section  23, 
Glen  wood  Township,  and  there  owns  a  good 
farm  including  eighty  acres,  was  born  Sept. 
15,  1837,  in  Athens  County,  Ohio,  where  he 
made  his  home  until  1871.  He  had  few  opportuni- 
ties for  education  and  was  reared  upon  a  farm.  The 
first  disturbing  element  in  his  life  was  tlie  late  con- 
flict, when,  realizing  the  need  of  the  Union,  he  en- 
listed, on  the  ioth  of  Jul}',  18G1,  in  Company  C, 
30th  Ohio  Infantry. 

In  the  beginning  of  his  military'  service  our  sub- 
ject took  his  place  in  the  ranks  as  private,  in  which 
he  continued  about  one  year  and  until  the  battle  of 
Vicksburg,  where  he  received  special  mention  for 
bravery  and  elBciencj',  and  was  commissioned  Sec- 
ond Lieutenant.  In  October,  1864,  he  was  again 
promoted  and  received  the  First  Lieutenancy  of 
his  company.  In  1865  he  was  appointed  Captain 
of  Company  C,  and  served  until  the  25th  of  August, 
the  same  year,  when  he  was  mustered  out  of  the 
service.  He  was  an  active  comljatant  in  twenty- 
three  general  engagements,  besides  a  number  of 
lesser  important  skirmishes,  etc.  Upon  being  mus- 
tered out  he  returned  home  to  Athens  County. 
When  he  had  left  it  he  had  marched  in  the  ranks  a 
simple  private  in  his  company;  upon  his  return  he 
was  at  its  bead,  its  Captnin  and  Commander. 

Our  subject  now  resumed  the  old  occupation  of 
farming,  and  continued  in  the  same  until  the  spring 
of  1871,  when  he  removed  to  Iowa  and  settled  in 
Warren  County,  and  purchased  a  farm  and  made  it 
his  home  until  February,  1876.  The  next  two 
years  were  spent  farming  in  Fremont  County;  from 
there  he  removed  at  the  end  of  that  period  and 
settled  on  section  23,  Glenwood  Township,  of  this 
county,  where  he  bought  of  the  Government  eigblj' 


acres  of  good  land  which  formed  a  part  of  the  Otoe 
Indian  Reservation,  which  he  has  improved  by  cul- 
tivation and  upon  which  he  erected  the  usual  farm 
buildings  and  residence. 

While  a  resident  of  Ohio  our  subject  had  made 
the  acquaintance  of  a  lady  of  most  amiable  disposi- 
tion and  attractive  womanly  character,  and  ui)on 
the  13th  of  Januar}',  1866,  consummated  this  ac- 
quaintance by  making  her  his  wife.  The  ladj'  of 
his  choice  was  Miss  Nancy  A.  Criss,  who  was  l)orn 
in  Washington  County,  Pa.,  on  the  1st  of  -lanuary, 
1845.  They  became  the  parents  of  six  children, 
three  of  whom  survive.  Those  deceased  were  named 
Esther  I.,  Alice  and  Dallas;  those  still  living  are 
Effie  and  Etta,  who  are  twins,  and  Mattie.  Our 
subject  was  called  upon  to  part  from  his  most  esti- 
mable and  faithful  partner  in  life  on  the  2!)tli  of 
December,  1873,  and  has  since  that  time  never  fully 
recovered  the  brightness  that  was  previously  his. 

The  parents  of  Mr.  Brooks,  Mathew  and  Lydia 
(Reeves)  Brooks,  were  born  in  Athens  County, 
Ohio,  and  continued  to  make  their  home  in  that 
county  until  1853,  when  the  father  of  our  subject 
was  called  to  his  long  home  on  the  18th of  Septem- 
ber. Not  long  after  this  his  widow  removed  to 
Warren  County,  and  made  her  home  with  our  sub- 
ject until  her  death,  which  occurred  on  the  28th  of 
July,  1875.  Their  family  included  ten  children, 
five  of  either  sex;  of  these  our  subject  was  the  sixth 
child.  Mrs.  Brooks  is  the  daughter  of  William  and 
Hester  (Gilmore)  Criss,  natives  of  Pennsylvania. 
Their  family  comprised  seven  children,  all  of  whom 
are  dead  with  the  exception  of  the  eldest  daughter. 
The  husband  died  in  Athens  Count}',  Ohio,  in  the 
year  1885,  and  Mrs.  Criss  in  Harrisonville,  Meigs 
County,  about  the  year  1883. 

Mr.  Brooks  is  most  devoted  to  all  that  pertains 
to  the  religious  life,  and  is  one  of  the  most  respected 
members  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  of 
which  communion,  also,  his  wife  was  a  lifelong 
member.  At  the  age  of  sixteen  years  he  was  ap- 
pointed Class-Leader,  and  has  never  since  been 
long  out  of  office.  For  several  years  he  ha")  been 
one  of  the  Stewards  of  the  church,  and  h.is  at  some 
time  or  other  filled  every  office  connected  with  the 
church.  In  the  engagements  incidental  to  his  con- 
nection with  this  communion,  our  subject  finds  his 

^ •►-* 


Residenceof  J.  W.  Breunsbach,Se:c  36.  Liberty  Township. 


Breeding  Barn  of  James  G  Ladd  &  Son.  Fairgrounds,  Be  atrice.Neb. 


GAGK  COUNTY. 


C89 


greatest  interest  and  i)leasnre,  and  has  alwaj-s  been 
niust  devont.  His  political  syra|)athies  are  with  the 
Republican  [larty,  althougli  the^'  havelahva^^s  been 
adjudged  a  secondary'  place  in  his  consideration  and 
interest.  At  the  same  time  he  is  most  loyal  to  his 
responsibility  as  a  citizen  of  this  great  Re[)iililic. 


w 
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AMES  G.  LADD.  The  farmers  and  stock- 
growers  of  Gage  Count}'  find  one  of  their 
most  energetic  representatives  in  the  subject 
')!/  of  this  sketch.  He  is  especially  devoted  to 
the  breeding  of  fine  trotting  horses,  in  which  he 
takes  great  pride  and  in  which  he  has  been  uni- 
formly successful.  An  excellent  judge  of  horse- 
flesh, he  exhibits  with  pardonable  pride  some  of  the 
finest  specimens  of  that  noble  anira.al  in  Southern 
Nebraska. 

Our  subject  was  born  at  the  farm  of  his  father, 
near  the  city  of  Utica,  Herkimer  Co.,  N.  Y.,  May 
10,  1826,  and  there  his  boyhood  days  were  passed. 
Olney  Ladd,  the  father,  owned  a  wide  extent  of 
land  where  he  raised  horses  and  cattle,  and  thus 
James  G.  .acquired  the  experience  and  knowledge 
which  have  been  invaluable  to  him  in  his  later 
years.  The  mother,  Mrs.  Jane  M.  (Powell)  Ladd, 
was  a  native  of  Wales,  and  emigrated  to  America 
with  her  parents  when  a  young  girl  of  twelve  years. 
Her  father  was  a  sea  captain  for  many  years.  After 
coming  to  the  United  States  he  settled  on  a  farm  in 
Herkimer  County,  N.  Y.,  where  both  he  and  his 
faithful  partner  spent  the  remainder  of  their  days. 
Olney  Ladd  and  his  wife  are  both  deceased. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  received  the  advan- 
tages of  a  common-school  education,  and  remained 
with  his  parents  until  reaching  his  majority.  Soon 
afterward  he  and  an  elder  brother  assumed  the 
management  of  the  home  farm,  and  during  their 
two  years'  operations  together  netted  a  handsome 
sum  as  the  reward  of  their  labors.  James  G.  con- 
tinued farming  and  soon  began  dealing  in  horses 
and  cattle,  selecting  the  most  prrtfitable  breeds, 
which  he  exhibited  at  the  various  county  fairs  in 
that  locality,  sometimes  to  the  extent  of  fifty  head, 
and  which  he  was  enabled  to  sell  at  high  prices.    His 


business  increased  rapidly,  and  even   at  that  early 
date  he  soon  liegaii  shipping  by  the  carload. 

A  career  which  had  been  uniformly  prosperous 
was  unfortunately  cheeked  by  the  action  of  our 
subject  in  signing  notes  for  a  friend  to  the  extent 
of  $18,000,  which,  as  is  usually  the  case  in  such 
transactions,  he  was  called  upon  to  i)ay.  To  meet 
this  he  was  ol)liged  to  sacrifice  a  large  amount  of 
property,  and  his  feelings  at  that  time  can  l)e  better 
imagined  than  described.  Determined,  however, 
not  to  give  way  to  discouragement,  he  resumed 
business  as  soon  as  possible,  but  this  time  west  of 
the  Mississippi,  having  secured  a  small  amount  of 
money  with  which  he  came  to  Nebraska. 

Upon  coming  to  this  State  Mr.  Ladd  began  . 
purchasing  swine,  which  he  fed  and  sold  to  good 
advantage.  He  then  took  up  a  section  of  wild  land, 
of  which  he  retained  possession  five  years,  then  dis- 
posed of  it  for  the  snug  sum  of  $14,000.  With 
this  money  he  purchased  480  acres.  200  of  which 
was  improved,  and  the  balance  he  devoted  to  past- 
ure, placing  upon  it  100  head  of  cattle.  These  he 
sold  for  $.0,500,  and  thus  completed  the  payments  on 
his  land. 

In  March  of  1886  Mr.  Ladd  visited  Kentucky, 
and  purclmsed  the  noted  horse  ••Counselor,"  which, 
has  since  made  a  record  of  2:24,  and  in  consider- 
ation of  which  he  gave  his  note  for  $6,000.  This 
horse,  a  picture  of  which  is  shown  in  the  view  of 
Mr.  Ladd's  farm.  Mr.  Ladd  brought  with  him  to 
Gage  County,  and  he  is  now  without  doubt  the  most 
valuable  animal  of  his  kind  in  the  State  of  Nebr.aska. 
He  has  already  made  over  $10,000.  He  was  on  ex- 
hibition at  the  State  Breeders'  Association,  which 
met  at  Lincoln  in  August,  1888,  and  last  spring 
Mr.  Ladd  refused  an  offer  of  $20,000  for  him. 
••Counselor"  was  bred  from  the  most  noted  of  Ken- 
tucky stock,  by  Robert  P.  Pepper,  of  Frankfort, 
that  State. 

Mr.  Ladd  in  the  spring  of  1888  removed  from 
his  farm  to  the  city  of  Beatrice,  where  he  has  a 
comfortable  residence  in  its  northeastern  portion. 
He  was  married  in  the  twenty-first  year  of  his  age 
to  Miss  Klizabeth,  daughter  of  Hiram  Bin-ton.  late 
of  Herkimer  County.  N.  Y.,  and  who  was  killed  by 
the  kick  of  a  horse.  The  mother  of  Mrs.  L.add  i.s 
also  deceased.     This  union  resulted  in  the  birth  of      i 
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five  children,  namely:  Olney  B.,  William  M.; 
James  A.,  now  the  partner  of  his  father;  Flora  J. 
and   Lizzie. 

Mr.  Ladd  is  a  very  stirring  and  industrious  man, 
his  busy  brain  always  devising  some  project  for  the 
benefit  of  himself  or  his  neighbors.  He  is  a  favorite 
in  the  social  and  business  circles  of  Beatrice,  a  man 
genial  and  companionable,  and  one  who  has  given  a 
decided  impetus  to  the  agricultural  and  stock- 
breeding  interests  of  this  section.  Politicallj',  he 
supports  the  Ecpublican  part}'. 
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JOHN  W.  BREUNSBACH.  Not  many  years 
ago  Illinois  was  considered  the  Far  West, 
but  many  of  her  sons  have  gone  still  further 
in  the  direction  of  the  setting  sun,  and 
proved  themselves  to  be  among  the  most  enterpris- 
ing, prosperous  and  useful  citizens  of  the  new  Ter- 
ritories. Among  these  might  be  mentioned  the 
subject  of  this  biographj',  whose  farm  is  situated  on 
section  36  of  Liberty  Township,  and  comprises 
eighty  acres  of  fertile  land,  devoted  largely  to  the 
raising  of  such  hay  and  grain  as  are  required  for  his 
^tock,  marketing  only  the  surplus. 

Our  subject  was  born  in  LaSalle  County.  111., 
Oct.  30, 1866,  and  is  the  son  of  Frank  D.  and  Chris- 
tinia  Breunsbach,  also  natives  of  Germany,  but 
now  residents  of  Pawnee  County,  Neb.,  where  they 
settled  in  18G9.  John  W.  received  no  education 
to  speak  of,  but  was  brought  up  on  the  farm  and 
formed  an  intimate  acquaintance  with  all  the  details 
of  farm  work.  His  settlement  in  this  county  dates 
from  the  year  187^. 

In  January,  1883,  Mr.  Breunsbach  united  his  life 
interests  with  those  of  Miss  Marion  Cameron,  who 
has  presented  her  husband  with  three  children. 
These  received  the  names  William  D.,  Francis  D. 
and  Robert  R.  Mrs.  Breunsbach  is  the  daughter  of 
Robert  Cameron,  of  Brown  County,  Neb.,  and  was 
born  in  New  York  City,  June  29,  1859. 

Our  subject  and  his  family  receive  the  respect  of 
thecommunit}'  because  of  the  high  character  always 
sustained  by  them,  and  their  uniform  readiness  to 
interest  themselves  in  the  enterprises  which  promise 
to  be  of  value  to  the  community.     The  homestead, 


as  will  be  seen  by  the  view  on  another  page,  forms 
one  of  the  pleasant  retreats  for  which  Liberty 
Township  is  noted,  and  which  has  been  built  up  by 
the  exercise  of  the  most  persevering  industry,  econ- 
omy and  good  management. 


OATHANIEL  E.  MILLER,  contractor  and 
builder,  occupies  a  good  position  among  the 
artisans  of  the  city  of  Beatrice,  and  enjoys 
an  ample  share  of  the  patronage  of  the  business 
men.  He  is  a  Pennsylvanian  by  birth,  his  early 
home  having  been  in  the  vicinity  of  Sporting  Hill, 
Lancaster  Countj',  where  he  was  born  June  30, 
1849.  To  his  parents,  George  R.  and  Catherine 
(Eicholtz)  Miller,  there  were  born  seven  sons  and 
two  daughters,  of  whom  our  subject  was  the  fifth 
child.  Of  these  eight  are  still  living,  all  married 
and  with  families  of  their  own. 

The  parents  of  our  subject  were  likewise  natives 
of  the  Keystone  State,  where  the  father  is  still  liv- 
ing. He  was  born  in  1816.  During  his  earlier 
years  he  was  engaged  in  the  butcher  business,  and 
made  a  good  living  for  his  family.  The  mother, 
who  was  born  in  1813,  died  at  the  old  homestead 
April  18,  1881.  The  family  was  one  of  the  most 
highly  respected  in  that  region,  possessing  those 
high  moral  principles  by  which  their  own  lives 
were  uniformly  guided,  and  which  led  them  to  rear 
their  children  in  such  a  manner  as  to  make  of  them 
useful  and  worthy  members  of  society. 

Nathaniel  E.  Miller  remained  on  the  old  home- 
stead until  sixteen  years  of  age,  acquiring  but  a 
limited  education,  attending  school  about  two 
months  each  year.  He  then  began  an  apprentice- 
ship at  the  carpenter  trade,  of  which  he  obtained  a 
thorough  knowledge  in  two  years,  and  was  then 
employed  as  a  journeyman  five  years.  At  the  ex- 
piration of  this  time  he  established  in  business  on 
his  own  account  as  a  contractor  and  builder,  still 
continuing  in  his  native  county.  In  1870  he 
migrated  to  Wayne  County,  Ohio,  spending  one 
year  in  the  Buckeye  State,  and  then  took  up  his  line 
of  march  toward  Illinois.  Locating  in  Decatur,  he 
spent  one  summer  tiiere,  then  changed  his  residence 
10  Sterling,  where  he  met  his  future  wife.     Their 
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werlding  was  celebrated  Nov.  7,  1872.  This  lady, 
furinerlj' Miss  Fanny  M.  Peniod,  was  born  Jan.  1, 
1S52,  in  Wayne  County.  Ohio,  and  is  the  daugiiter 
of  Jacob  and  Saiah  (Fouch)  I'eniod,  who  wore 
both  natives  of  Pennsylvania. 

After  his  marriage  our  subject  returned  with 
his  ^'oung  wife  to  Ohio,  sojourning  for  a  time  with 
his  father,  who  was  carrying  on  a  store  of  general 
merchandise  in  Waj^ne  County'.  N.  E.  continued 
a  resident  of  the  Buckeye  State  until  1880,  then 
making  his  way  westward  across  the  Mississippi  to 
Nebraska,  took  up  his  residence  in  Beatrice,  and  at 
once  established  himself  as  a  builder  and  contractor, 
being  successful  from  tlie  start.  A  large  propor- 
tion of  the  prominent  business  houses  in  the  city 
were  erected  under  his  supervision,  as  well  as  many 
of  its  fine  residences.  Being  a  thorough  and  skilled 
workman  himself,  he  consequently  has  the  judg- 
ment and  discretion  to  give  employment  to  none 
but  the  same  class  of  men. 

To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Miller  there  have  been  born 
two  children  only,  a  son  and  a  daughter — Amanda 
L.  and  Arthur  Laverne.  Their  pleasantand  comforta- 
ble home  is  situated  on  the  corner  of  Eleventh  and 
Ella  streets.  Besides  his  town  propert3-  Mr.  Miller 
has  a  good  farm  of  eighty  acres  in  Midland  Town- 
ship, and  has  three  dwellings  aside  from  the  one  he 
occupies,  the  rents  of  which  assist  in  swelling  his 
comfortable  income.  Politically,  he  is  a  stanch 
Republican,  and  while  a  resident  of  Paddock  Town- 
ship was  Moderator  in  his  school  district.  Con- 
sidering the  fact  that  he  commenced  in  life  without 
other  resources  than  his  own  industry  and  resolu- 
tion, he  has  ample  reason  to  be  satisfied  with  the  re- 
sults of  his  labors.  He  and  his  wife  are  members  of 
the  Methodist  Episcopal  C)hurch. 
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W>ILL1AM  BEER  Among  the  prosperous 
and  well-to-do  farmers  of  Barneston  Town- 
ship is  the  gentleman  whose  life  is  herein 
sketched,  who  resides  upon  his  farm,  which  is  .-it- 
uated  on  section  29.  He  was  born  in  Allegheny 
County,  Pa.,  on  the  2Ctli  of  June.  1819,  and  is  the 
son  of  William  and  Margaret  Beer,  natives  of 
Pennsylvania,  the  former  born  in  Beaver   County. 


They  were  married  in  that  State,  and  became  the 
parents  of  twelve  children.  The  father  is  liow 
deceased.  'J'he  educational  facilities  were  such  tliat 
our  subjecl  could  not  do  more  than  receive  a  rudi- 
mentary education,  there  being  none  but  subscrip- 
tion schools,  and  these  not  of  the  best,  besides  which 
the  terms  were  quite  brief  and  it  was  easier  to  forget 
between  the  terms  than  to  learn  while  tlicy  were  in 
progress. 

With  the  exception  of  perhaps  about  three  years, 
farming  has  been  the  occupation  of  our  subject 
since  his  youth.  He  removed  to  Fulton  County, 
III.,  in  1836,  and  settled  in  Young  Hickory  Town- 
ship, hi  1852  he  started  overland  for  California, 
driving  an  ox-team  the  entire  distance.  In  cross- 
ing the  fort3'-mile  desert  they  took  a  supply  of 
water  and  grass  for  the  oxen,  giving  them  one  feed 
and  one  drink  about  midway.  Their  pathwa3-  was 
strewn  to  the  right  and  left  with  the  bodies  of  dead 
horses,  mules  and  cattle,  and  although  ma^iy  of 
them  had  lain  there  for  three  or  four  years  they 
had  not  decayed,  only  dried  hard. 

Upon  arriving  in  California  our  subject  contin- 
ued mining  gold  for  about  three  years,  and  then 
returned  in  1855  and  settled  in  Peoria  Countyi 
III.,  where  for  twenty  years  he  made  his  home  and 
engaged  in  farming.  At  the  end  of  that  period, 
i.  e.  in  1875,  he  removed  to  Page  County,  Iowa, 
and  in  1881  he  came  to  this  county  and  settled 
upon  his  present  proijerty.  He  is  the  owner  of  200 
acres  of  splendid  agricultural  land  on  section  29. 
which  he  operates  as  a  grain  and  stock  farm.  His 
long  experience  has  made  him  fully  acquainted 
with  all  the  minutia  of  such  work,  and  his  success, 
other  things  being  equal,  is  quite  good.  He  has  been 
enabled  year  by  year,  slowly  but  surely,  to  accu- 
mulate a  competence  that  will  remove  all  fears 
from  the  future,  wherein  hilior  will  be  an  impossi- 
bility. 

On  the  23d  of  July,  1841,  our  subject  was  united 
in  marriage  with  Adeline  Belshee.  This  lady  was 
born  in  Ohio,  March  22,  1828,  to  Joseph  and 
Hannah  Belshee,  the  former  of  whom  is  dece.ised. 
Of  the  above  union  there  have  been  born  to  our 
subject  twelve  children,  eight  of  whom  are  still 
living.  The  names  these  have  received  are  here 
subjoined,    viz:    John    T.,   Angeline,  William  C, 
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Louisa,  George  M.,  Ella.  Nellie  anrl  Paul.  The  five 
oldest  of  them  are  marrierl,  and  have  homes  of  their 
own  not  far  from  the  old  homestead. 

Our  subject  has  seen  many  ups  and  downs  in  life, 
and  it  has  often  seemed  as  though  the  difficulties 
presented  were  insurmountable,  but  courage  and 
hard  labor  have  presently  devised  a  way  and  effected 
a  method  that  left  him  the  victor.  He  is  connected 
with  the  membership  of  the  United  Brethren  Church, 
and  is  considered  by  all  worthy  of  entire  confidence 
and  respect.  His  life  is  an  illustration  of  what  may 
be  done  by  those  who  will  courageously  utilize  the 
powers  they  possess,  and  the  opportunities  that 
come  within  their  reach,  which  are  so  many  rounds 
in  the  ladder  of  success. 


J  "JACOB  UPLINGER  bears  the  distinction  of 
being  one  of  the  oldest  settlers  of  Highland 
I  Township,  to  which  he  came  in  the  fall  of 
'  the  year  1871.  His  early  home  was  in  Lu- 
zerne County,  Pa.,  where  his  birth  took  place  Feb. 
17,  1845.  His  parents,  John  and  Elizabeth  (Wood) 
Uplinger,  are  still  living,  and  residents  of  DeKalb 
County,  111.  This  branch  of  the  Uplinger  family  is 
traced  back  through  eight  generations,  and  believed 
to  have  been  of  German  origin.  The  mother  of  our 
subject  traced  her  forefathers  back  to  England. 
Jacob  was  one  of  a  family  of  thirteen  children,  all 
of  whom  lived  to  mature  years,  and  with  one  ex- 
ception still  survive.  Mary,  the  eldest  daughter, 
is  the  wife  of  Samuel  Krisinger,  of  Minnesota; 
Susan  married  Stephen  Santee,  of  that  State:  Sarah 
is  the  wife  of  H.  H.  Silver,  of  Highland  Township, 
this  county;  Almina  died  at  the  age  of  twenty-five 
years;  Amelia  is  the  wife  of  P.  Worthlej-,  of  Mar- 
tin Count}',  Minn.;  Maggie,  Mrs.  Ida  Vanderburg, 
lives  in  DeKalb  County,  111.,  of  which  Elizabeth. 
Amanda,  Martha,  Charles,  John  and  Benjamin  are 
also  residents. 

The  subject  of  our  sketch  was  reared  to  man's  es- 
tate in  his  native  county  amid  the  quiet  surroundings 
of  farm  life,  and  acquired  his  education  in  the  com- 
mon schools.  When  in  the  seventeenth  year  of  his 
age  he  lelt   home  to   learn    the  trade  of  harness- 


maker,  being  thus  occupied  eighteen  months  at  Ber- 
wick, Pa.  He  subsequently  returned  to  the  farm, 
worked  for  his  father  a  year,  then  engaged  in  lum- 
bering on  the  west  branch  of  the  Susquehanna,  in 
Center  Count}'.  Eighteen  months  later  he  started 
with  a  team  for  Oil  City,  and  continued  traveling 
until  reaching  Sterling,  111.  There  he  disposed  of 
his  team,  then  proceeded  across  the  Mississippi  to 
Dubuque,  Iowa.  After  a  brief  sojourn  in  the 
Hawkeye  State  he  returned  to  the  old  homestead 
in  Pennsylvania,  and  a  few  months  later  established 
himself  as  a  butcher  at  the  Lehigh  mines  in  Luzerne 
County.  This  business  he  conducted  about  two 
years,  and  then  moved  to  Illinois. 

The  marriage  of  Jacob  Uplinger  and  Miss  Sarah 
Woodring  was  celebrated  at  the  home  of  the  bride 
in  Luzerne  County,  Pa.,  June  25,  1866.  Mrs.  Up- 
linger was  born  Dec.  2,  1844,  in  Luzerne  County, 
Pa.,  and  of  her  union  with  our  subject  there  have 
been  born  six  children,  namely :  Charles  was  born 
^pril  3,  1868;  Frank,  Aug.  31,  1871 ;  Edward,  Nov. 
9,  1873;  William,  Oct.  26,  1875;  Rosa,  Dec.  19, 
1877, and  Alfred.  The  latter  died  when  six  months 
old.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  U.  after  their  marriage  and  the 
birth  of  one  child,  came  in  1870  to  Nemaha  County, 
this  State,  whence  the  year  following  they  removed 
to  their  present  homestead.  The  land  upon  which 
they  settled  bore  little  resemblance  then  to  its  pres- 
ent condition,  being  a  wild  and  uncultivated  tract 
with  no  improvements.  Mr.  Uplinger  secured  a 
homestead  claim  of  eighty  acres,  and  put  up  a  very 
simple  habitation,  which  they  occupied  until  able 
to  do  better.  They  now  possess  a  fine  farm,  240 
acres  in  extent,  with  admirable  improvements  and 
situated  amid  all  the  comforts  and  many  of  the 
luxuries  of  life.  Aside  from  having  no  capital  Mr. 
Uplinger  was  obliged  to  run  in  debt  at  the  com- 
mencement, but  it  was  soon  found  that  he  was  a 
man  industrious  and  persevering,  and  one  whose 
word  was  as  good  as  his  bond.  His  property  is  now 
without  incumbrance,  and  he  is  in  possession  of 
one  of  the  finest  homes  in  this  region,  a  view  of 
which  the  publishers  take  pleasure  in  presenting 
elsewhere  in  this  volume.  The  farm  stock  and 
machinery  are  of  first-class  quality  and  condition, 
and  everything  about  the  premises  indicates  the 
thrift  and  intelligence  which  have  traveled  hand  in 
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hand,  aiKl  which  have  brought  about  such  admira- 
ble results.  Among  the  earl^'  pioneers  of  Highland 
Township  none  are  more  esteemed  and  honored, 
and  none  more  deserving,  than  Jacob  Uplinger. 

,EV.  JEDIDIAH  R.  IIOAG.  One  of  the 
earliest  pioneers,  in  relation  to  both  its  ma- 
terial and  religious  condition  and  growth, 
is  the  gentleman  whose  biography  is  herein 
briefly  epitomized.  Lyman  Hoag,  the  father  of 
our  subject,  was  born  on  Long  Island,  N.  Y.,  in  the 
year  1780,  and  received  such  education  as  was  ob- 
tainable in  the  common  schools  of  that  time,  after 
which  he  learned  the  trade  of  wheelwright,  and 
throughout  the  greater  part  of  his  life  followed  the 
calling  of  a  builder  and  contractor.  When  quite  a 
young  man  he  removed  to  Rensselaer  County,  and 
continued  to  make  his  home  there  for  the  greater 
part  of  his  life,  making  one  more  removal  quite  late 
in  life,  and  that  to  Lockport,  Niagara  Count}', 
where  he  purchased  a  farm  and  operated  the  same 
for  about  twenty  years,  and  died  at  the  age  of 
seventy-eight  years,  in  the  month  of  September, 
1858.  His  wife,  the  mother  of  our  subject,  was 
Mary  Robinson,  who  was  born  in  Rensselaer  County, 
N.  Y.,  in  the  j-ear  1775,  and  was  the  daughter  of 
Jedidiah  Robinson,  a  farmer  in  that  county.  This 
lady  was  married  when  twenty  years  of  age,  and 
lived  until  the  year  18G0.  She  became  the  mother 
of  eleven  children,  of  whom  nine  grew  to  mature 
years.  Their  religious  connection  was  with  the 
Society  of  Friends.  William  Hoag,  the  grandfather 
of  our  subject,  was  a  native  of  Quaker  Hill,  Dutch- 
ess Co.,  N.  Y.,  and  was  very  prominent  among  the 
Friends. 

Our  subject  was  born  in  Rensselaer  County  on  the 
26th  of  August,  1822.  His  education  was  received 
in  the  common  schools  of  that  pUace,  until  at  the 
age  of  twelve  years  he  removed  with  his  parents  to 
Orangeport,  Niagara  County,  then  considered  the 
Far  West.  At  twentj'  years  of  age  he  entered  the 
Theological  Seminary,  of  Meadville,  Pa.,  and  after 
takingthe  full  course, was  graduated,  and  entered  the 
ministry,  and  followed  it  regularly  for  tliirt3'-seven 
years,  until  his  settlement  in  Wy more,  in  1881.     In 


the  discharge  of  his  clerical  duties  he  has  held  vari- 
ous charges  in  New  York  State,  Canada,  Illinois, 
Ohio,  Indiana  and  Nebraska,  coming  to  the  latter 
State  in  1880,  and  locating  at  Blue  Springs,  and  the 
following  year  when  Wymore  w.is  platted  came  to 
this  city,  and  was  identified  with  its  founding.  He 
was  the  owner  of  a  homestead  which  was  laid  out 
in  town  lots.  This  circumstance  nssoeiatod  him 
with  prominent  men  engaged  in  the  distribution 
and  sale  of  real  estate,  and  led  to  his  connection, 
with  the  business.  Since  that  time  he  has  disposed 
of  more  than  530  lots  in  the  cit^'. 

Our  subject  was  a  member  of  the  first  School 
Bo.ird,  and  before  a  school  district  was  organized 
he,  with  his  colleagues,  ran  a  public  school  on  their 
own  credit,  thus  proving  their  faith  in  the  future 
town  by  their  works;  our  subject  has  always  been 
entiiusiastic  in  educational  matters,  and  whatso- 
ever looks  toward  the  advancement  of  the  young 
people.  Upon  the  3d  of  September,  1848,  Mr. 
Hoag  was  united  in  marri.age  with  Electa  E.  Free- 
man, at  Orangepoit,  and  to  them  have  been  born 
eight  children,  five  of  whom  are  still  living — Mary, 
Freeman,  Eva,  Clara  and  Olive.  Mrs.  E.  E.  Hoag 
is  the  daughter  of  William  and  Mary  Freeman,  na- 
tives of  New  York.  Their  daughter  was  born 
April  15,  1827. 

Since  Jan.  1,  1886,  our  subject  has  retired  from 
active  labor  and  business,  and  has  now  reached  the 
advanced  age  of  sixty-six  years.  He  and  his  familj- 
enjo3'  the  fullest  confidence  and  respect  of  the  com- 
munity at  large,  and  are  held  in  highest  esteem. 

^^  NDREW  KERR.  The  name  of  this  gentle- 
*v/   1     "'^"    '*    prominently     known    throughout 

i  lii  Sherman  Township  and  vicinity  as  one  of 
1^1  its  enteriirisingand  successful  farmers,  and 

a  leader  in  those  projects  tending  to  the  moral  and 
financial  .idvancement  of  this  community.  He  has 
built  up  one  of  the  finest  farms  in  this  part  of  Gage 
County,  and  is  one  of  the  self-made  men  who  have 
been  instrumental  in  bringiiig  it  tu  its  present  envi- 
able condition. 

A  native  of  the  Dominion  of  Canada,  our  sul)- 
ject   was  born   near  the  city  of  Kingston,  Oct.  8, 
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1839.  When  about  fourteen  years  of  age  he  re- 
moved with  liis  parents  to  ConnofticMit,  they  set- 
tling on  a  farm,  where  they  remained  about  six 
years.  Then,  resolving  to  seek  a  liome  in  the 
AVest,  they  emigrated  to  Ford  County,  111.  From 
there  six  years  later  Andrew  moved  to  Monroe 
County,  Iowa,  taking  up  his  residence  in  Alliia.  the 
county  seat,  where  he  lived  throe  years.  He  saved 
what  he  could  of  his  earnings,  and  his  first  invest- 
ment was  in  eighty  acres  of  land  in  Ford  County, 
111.,  upon  which  he  brought  about  some  improve- 
ments, then  sold. 

In  the  si)ring  of  1869  Mr.  Kerr  came  to  Ne- 
braska, at  a  time  when  this  countj'  was  practically 
unsettled.  Young  Kerr  was  without  capital,  having 
only  his  willing  hands  and  stout  heart,  and  secured 
employment  in  breaking  prairie  by  the  acre.  He 
first  rented  land  a  year,  then  purchased  eighty 
acres  in  Sherman  Township,  which  he  improved,  and 
in  due  time  added  to  it  120  acres  adjoining.  He 
was  prospered  in  his  labors,  and  his  next  purchase 
was  320  acres  adjoining  his  previous  purchases,  so 
that  he  became  the  owner  of  520  acres  in  one  body. 
Also  he  began  dealing  largely  in  live  stock,  buying, 
feeding  and  shipping  to  the  Chicago  market,  in- 
creasing his  operations  each  year  until  they  included 
300  or  400  hogs  and  100  cattle  annually.  This 
industry  he  still  pursues  to  quite  an  extent,  although 
not  so  largely  as  in  3  ears  [)ast.  He  also  controls  a 
section  of  land  adjoining  his  farm,  which  is  devoted 
to  his  stock  interests. 

The  marriage  of  our  subject  with  Miss  Sarah  E. 
Bain  was  celebrated  at  the  home  of  the  bride,  in 
Albia,  Iowa,  Feb.  14,  1866.  Mrs.  Kerr  was  born 
near  Zanesville,  Ohio,  and  is  the  daughter  of  James 
and  May  (Sterett)  Bain,  who  were  also  natives  of 
the  Buckeye  State,  and  are  now  dead.  Of  this 
union  there  have  been  born  six  children,  three  sons 
and  three  daughters — Ida  M.,  George  W.,  Frank, 
Wilbur  A.,  Laura  and  Pearl.  Mr.  Kerr  has  been 
quite  prominent  in  local  affairs,  having  served  as 
School  Director  for  a  period  of  thirteen  years,  and 
filled  the  various  township  offices,  including  that 
of  Supervisor.  He  gives  his  undivided  support, 
politically,  to  the  Republican  party,  and  for  a  period 
of  sixteen  years  has  been  chosen  as  the  delegate 
from  his  township  to  the  county  convention.     His 


whole  career  illustrates  in  a  marked  manner  that  of 
a  self-made  man,  who  has  arisen  through  many  dif- 
ficulties to  an  enviable  position,  socially  and  finan- 
ci.illj',  among  his  fellow-citizens. 

The  parents  of  our  subject,  James  and  Sarah 
(Gamble)  Kerr,  were  most  excellent  and  worthy 
people,  the  father  of  excellent  Scotch  ancestry  and 
born  in  the  "land  of  the  thistle."  His  ancestors  were 
driven  from  Scotland  to  the  North  of  Ireland  on 
account  of  their  religious  views  during  that  hegira 
which  has  become  a  matter  of  history.  James  Kerr 
emigrated  from  Ireland  to  Canada  and  later  to  Illi- 
nois. His  wife,  the  mother  of  our  subject,  died 
when  the  latter  was  quite  small.  Andrew  received 
only  the  advantages  of  a  limited  education,  but  has 
made  the  most  of  his  opimrtunities  all  through  life, 
and  there  are  few  men  who  have  a  better  knowl- 
edge of  general  business,  or  who  are  better  posted 
upon  matters  of  interest  to  every  intelligent  citizen. 


EV.  DAVID  EDWARDS.  The  principal 
events  in  the  history'  of  the  present  pastor 
of  Wyraore  Presbyterian  Church  are  mainly 
"as  follows.  He  was  born  in  1861  at  Bangor, 
a  city  of  Carnarvonshire,  North  Wales,  at  the  head  of 
Beaumaris  Baj',  and  in  the  midst  of  a  romantic  val- 
ley. The  town  is  traversed  mainly  by  one  narrow 
street,  nearly  a  mile  in  length,  and  has  a  cathedral,  an 
Episcopal  palace,  and  a  deanery  founded  in  the 
reign  of  Elizabeth.  The  town  is  a  popular  resort 
for  sea  bathing.  The  first  years  of  Mr.  Edwards 
were  spent  at  home  and  in  attendance  at  the  British 
schools  and  the  grammar  school. 

When  a  lad  of  fourteen  years  Mr.  Edwards  was 
deprived  by  death  of  his  mother,  which  melancholy 
occurrence  left  a  deep  impression  upon  his  mind, 
and  seemed  to  prove  a  turning  point  in  his  life. 
Three  years  later  he  left  home  and  was  emploj^ed 
as  clerk  in  a  woolen  warehouse  at  Liverpool,  En- 
gland, where  he  staid  nearly  three  years.  He  had 
always  been  a  lad  thoughtful  and  serious  beyond 
his  years,  liking  to  be  in  the  company  of  ministers, 
and  conceived  the  idea  tliat  he  would  like  to  be  a 
preacher.  As  he  approached  manhood  this  matter 
took  a  strong  hold  upon  him,  and  he  talked  it  over 
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with  some  of  his  friends,  who  advised  him  to  speak 
in  tiie  pulpit  as  he  had  opportunity,  to  also  enter  a 
private  school,  and  prepare  himself  for  college. 
With  this  end  in  view  young  Edwards  left  Liver- 
pool and  entered  a  private  school  at  Oswestry,  in 
Shropshire,  and  during  his  stay  there  was  admitted 
a  regular  member  of  the  presbytery  in  1882.  Two 
years  later  he  became  a  student  of  Edinburgh  Uni- 
versitj'.  Scotland,  where  he  pursued  his  studies 
faithfully  for  a  period  of  three  years,  and  then  was 
advised  to  cross  the  Atlantic  and  visit  America, 
before  taking  charge  of  any  church. 

In  June,  1887,  Mr.  Edwards  sailed  from  his  na- 
tive shores,  arriving  in  New  York  Citj'  the  latter 
part  of  the  month,  anticipating  a  staj'  of  four 
months  in  the  United  States.  The  climate,  how- 
ever, proving  greatly  beneficial  to  his  health,  and 
the  further  fact  that  he  received  a  unanimous  call 
to  become  the  pastor  of  the  Presbyterian  Church 
at  Wjmore,  this  county,  were  ready  inducements 
for  him  to  remain.  Although  having  been  but 
eighteen  months  in  America  he  is  becoming  thor- 
oughlj'  accustomed  to  the  ways  of  her  people,  and 
by  his  upright  and  Christian  course  has  drawn 
around  him  many  friends.  He  presides  over  a  large 
congregation,  and  in  connection  with  the  church, 
through  the  efforts  of  Mr.  Edwards,  there  has  been 
built  up  a  flourishing. Sunday-school,  which  is  con- 
ducted in  the  morning  and  mostly  attended  by 
children,  while  the  afternoon  is  given  to  a  sermon; 
there  are  also  occasional  week-day  services,  besides 
the  ordinary  meetings  of  the  church,  thus  keeping 
the  pastor  fully  emplojed. 


■S)  AMES  H.  JOHNSON.  Prominent  among  the 
||  pioneers  of  this  county  stands  the  name  of 
^^||  James  H.  Johnson,  late  of  Blue  Springs 
Ij^^  Township,  and  although  he  has  passed  away 
to  enjoy  the  recompense  due  his  long  and  useful 
life,  his  memory  still  lives,  and  his  honoral)le  and 
successful  career  stands  forth  as  a  fitting  example 
of  what  can  be  done  by  earnest  and  constant  effort. 
He  was  a  man  of  upright,  honest  character,  who 
abhorred   trickery  and  deceit,  and  in  looking  about 
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over  the  long  and  useful  life  which  he  passed,  he 
might  well  feel  gratified  at  the  position  he  had  won 
in  the  esteem  and  confidence  of  honest  men,  and 
the  respect  of  all  good  citizens.  He  was  ever  kind 
and  hospitable  in  his  home,  to  all  new  comers  his 
house  was  open  and  a  hearty  welcome  extended, 
free  from  cold  formality.  He  was  born  in  Logan 
Count}',  Ohio,  in  March,  1818,  and  was  a  son  of 
Larkin  and  Mary  Johnson,  who  were  natives  of 
Ohio  and  North  Carolina.     The  former  is  deceased. 

In  1838  our  subject  moved  to  Iowa,  whence  he 
came  to  this  county  about  thirty  years  ago,  the 
same  time  that  Nathan  Blakely  and  other  early  set- 
lers  came.  Throughout  his  life  he  had  been  engagd 
in  the  occupation  of  farming,  and  when  he  settled 
on  his  land  on  section  9,  Blue  Springs  Township 
the  Indians  lived  all  through  this  section.  The 
early  settlors  had  to  go  to  St.  Joseph.  Mo.,  over 
100  miles  distant,  to  trade  and  get  their  provisions, 
and  in  making  those  long  journeys  they  had  neces- 
sarily to  undergo  many  hardships.  The  post-office 
from  which  the}'  received  their  mail  was  on  Turke}' 
Creek  in  Pawnee  County,  about  fifteen  miles  awu}', 
and  after  making  the  long  journej-  to  the  post-office 
how  glad  they  were  to  receive  a  letter  from  some 
of  their  distant  friends.  The  Indians  seemed  veiy 
quarrelsome  and  threatening,  and  the  settlers  were 
often  obliged  to  run  for  their  lives  to  the  fort  at 
Blue  Springs.  The  men  would  take  their  guns  and 
scour  through  the  country  to  drive  off  the  intruders 
who  had  committed  depredations  and  murder  on 
the  adjoining  settlements. 

At  one  time  during  the  residence  of  our  subject 
here  the  notorious  rebel  guerrilla,  McCandless, 
planned  an  attack  on  the  settlers,  in  which  he  and 
his  allies  expected  to  blot  out  from  existence  the 
thriving  little  colony,  but  the  noted  Wild  Bill 
heard  of  it,  and  went  to  his  house  and  shot  the  leader, 
when  the  band  of  McCandless'  men  being  without  a 
leader,  disbanded  and  gave  up  their  murderous  in- 
tention, the  lives  of  many  of  the  Blue  Springs  set- 
tlers being  saved  by  the  courageous  action  of  that 
one  brave  man.  But  Indians  and  guerrillas  were  not 
the  only  enemies  with  whom  those  early  settlers  had 
to  contend,  there  being  wild  animals  and  serpents 
ever  ready  to  increase  the  dangers,  snakes  being 
very  plentiful  and   very  troublesome.     They  often 
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orawlerl  into  the  honse,  and  even  the  deadly  rattle- 
snakes would  sometimes  creep  in  unnoticed.  The 
various  hardships  which  were  endured  by  those 
stout-hearted  ])ioneers  with  so  much  fortitude  can- 
not help  but  inspire  others  with  a  great  respect  for 
them.  The  wife  of  our  subject  grated  corn  on  a 
grater  in  order  to  make  bread,  mills  being  then  quite 
an  unknown  convenience  in  this  part  of  the  coun- 
try, and  sometimes  she  ground  it  on  a  hand-mill, 
often  working  at  it  all  day  out  of  doors  in  the  rain. 

In  1842  our  subject  was  united  in  marriage  with 
Martha  M.  Robinson,  a  daughter  of  Richard  and 
Elizabeth  Robinson,  who  also  came  to  this  country  at 
an  early  day.  The  former  is  deceased.  They  were  the 
l)arents  of  seven  children,  the  five  surviving  members 
bearing  the  names  of  Mary,  Thomas,  James,  Richard 
and  Martha.  One  son  named  Allen  R.  was  drowned 
in  the  Blue  River,  when  he  had  lived  here  but 
one  month.  He  was  in  his  tenth  3-ear,  and  his  death 
was  the  first  one  which  occurred  in  this  community, 
and  a  ver3-  sad  one.  Mrs.  Johnson  was  the  first 
white  woman  who  made  her  home  in  this  county, 
and  the  trials  which  she  had  to  undergo  have  been 
various  and  manj',  but  with  true  womanly  courage 
and  steadfastness  of  purpose  she  has  passed  through 
them  all,  and  is  now  enjoying  moic  comfortable 
surroundings. 

Our  subject  was  called  from  the  scenes  of  his 
early  labors  in  the  fall  of  1865,  and  in  his  death  the 
family  lost  an  affectionate  husband  and  a  tender 
parent,  and  the  community  a  valuable  member  of 
society.  He  was  a  licensed  minister,  and  exhorted 
in  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  of  which  his 
wife  is  an  esteemed  member,  and  was  loved  and 
respected  by  all  and  spent  his  life  largely  in  doing 
good.  He  was  always  ready  to  comfort  and  help  the 
■widow  and  orphans  in  their  affliction,  and  went 
about  from  place  to  place  trying  to  lighten/  the 
burdens  of  his  fellowmen  and  bring  sunshine  into 
lives  that  were  otherwise  dreary  and  desolate. 
When  administering  to  the  sick  he  contracted  the 
typhoid  fever,  from  which  he  never  recovered,  and 
we  might  saj'  of  him  what  was  said  long  ao-o, 
"Greater  love  hath  no  man  than  this,  that  he  lay 
down  his  life  for  his  friends."  He  saved  mauy  I 
wayward  and  dissolute  men  from  going  down  to 
drunkards'  graves,  and  countless  other  acts  of  love 


and  charity  marked  his  pathway  through  life.  The 
reward  which  he  receives  shall  be  in  proportion  to 
his  labor,  and  tlie  crown  of  immortality  which  he  is 
called  to  wear  is  surely  a  bright  one. 

-^ ^^^ ^ 


1  OBERT  PRETZER.  one  of  the  early  pioneers 
i'<^     of  Clatonia  Township,  came  to  this  section 


country  as  early  as  1870,  and  home- 
steaded  eighty  acres  of  land  in  Highland 
Township,  this  countJ^  He  lived  there  but  a  short 
time,  however,  thence  coming  to  Clatonia  Township, 
and  on  section  5  purchased  160  acres  at  $7  per 
acre.  This  he  settled  upon  and  operated  until  the 
spring  of  1887,  bringing  about  the  improvements 
which  enabled  him  to  sell  it  at  a  good  figure.  With 
the  proceeds  he  secured  his  present  farm,  which  lies 
on  section  36.  Here  he  has  240  acres  of  fertile 
land,  which  under  his  careful  management  yields  in 
abundance.  He  is  a  thorough  and  skillful  agricult- 
urist, and  as  a  member  of  the  communitj'  is  num- 
bered among  its  most  reliable  citizens. 

The  subject  of  our  sketch,  like  many  of-the  well- 
to-do  farmers  about  him,  was  born  in  Germany, 
Jan.  30,  1844.  His  parents,  Christian  and  Caroline 
Pretzer,  were  also  of  German  birth  and  parentage, 
and  continue  upon  their  native  soil.  Robert  was 
the  eldest  in  the  family,  and,  as  is  common  with 
most  of  the  German  youth,  acquired  a  good  educa- 
tion in  his  native  tongue.  From  the  time  he  was 
seventeen  until  twenty-three  years  old,  he  was  em- 
ployed as  a  boat  hand  on  one  of  the  inland  rivers. 
In  the  fall  of  1867,  determining  to  seek  his  fortune 
on  another  continent,  he  secured  passage  on  a 
steamer  at  Hamburg,  and  after  an  ocean  V03'age  of 
about  two  weeks  landed  safelj'  in  New  York  Cit}'. 
Thence  he  soon  migrated  to  Cleveland,  Ohio,  where 
he  spent  his  first  winter. 

Young  Pretzer  in  the  spring  following  made  his 
way  to  Wabasha  Count}',  Minn.,  where  he  was  em- 
pl03'ed  for  a  time  as  a  farm  laborer,  then  took  up 
the  trade  of  carpenter,  which  he  followed  a  number 
of  months.  About  1869  he  crossed  the  Mississippi, 
and  coming  into  Lancaster  County,  this  State,  so- 
journed there  a  brief  time,  then  made  his  way  to 
this  county.     He  horaesteaded  in  Highland  Town- 
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ship  eiglity  acres  of  land,  and  his  subsequent  course 
we  have  already'  indicated.  In  1874  he  was  united 
in  marriage  wltii  Miss  Louisa  Strucliiiicier.  This 
union  resnlted  in  tiie  birth  of  six  children,  namely: 
Lena.  Robert,  Gustavc,  George,  Albert  and  Louisa. 
They  are  all  living  and  at  home  with  their  parents. 
Mr.  Pretzer  votes  the  straight  Republican  ticket, 
and  is  a  member  in  good  standing  of  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church,  being  prominent  in  its  confer- 
ence and  one  of  its  most  liberal  supporters.  He  has 
served  as  School  Director  in  his  district  for  the  last 
two  3'ears,  and  is  a  man  who  seeks  to  make  himself 
useful  in  his  community.  All  his  neighbors  are  his 
friends,  and  his  record  is  one  of  which  his  children 
need  never  be  ashamed. 


.->*ji£C/E-|@^ 
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/Jr^  RAY  AVARNER,  well  known  among  the  lead- 
i||  g=i  ing  business  interests  of  Beatrice,  represents 
^Mi!  ^^  dry -goods  and  millinery  trade,  and  com- 
mands a  lucrative  and  steadily  increasing  p.atronage. 
A  native  of  Illinois,  he  was  born  near  Ottawa,  the 
county  seat  of  LaSalle  County,  Nov.  28,  1857,  and 
is  the  seventh  of  a  family  of  eight  children,  the 
offspring  of  Francis  and  Juliet  P.  (Back)  Warner, 
who  were  natives  respectively  of  Massachusetts  and 
Vermont,  and  were  of  English  ancestry. 

The  father  of  our  subject  followed  farming  dur- 
ing his  early  manhood  in  the  Bay  State,  not  far 
from  the  town  of  AValtham.  About  1 840  he  re- 
solved to  emigrate,  and  starting  for  the  West  located 
in  LaSalle  County,  111.,  and  there  carried  on  farm- 
ing until  1852.  In  the  meantime  his  intelligence 
and  good  business  capacities  brought  him  promi- 
nently before  tiie  public,  and  in  the  year  mentioned 
he  was  elected  Sheriff  of  LaSalle  Count}-,  when  he 
left  the  farm  and  removed  to  Ottawa  to  enter  the 
duties  of  his  office.  Upon  his  retirement  from  the 
Sheriff's  office  he  was  for  ten  years  engaged  in  the 
lumber  business  at  Ottawa;  then  he  moved  to  the 
city  of  Chicago,  where,  with  his  estimable  wife, 
he  still  resides,  and  is  now  General  Superintend- 
ent of  the  American  Express  Company,  a  position 
be  has  held  for  a  period  of  five  \'ears. 

Our  subject  in  his  boyhood  attended  the  public 
schools  of  Ottawa,  and  upon  the   removal  of  his 


parents  to  Chicago  he  accompanied  them,  and  se- 
cured a  position  with  the  late  well-known  firm  of 
Field.  Leitcr<feCo.,asclerk  in  their  wholesale  house. 
With  this  he  was  connected  until  reaching  his  ma- 
jority. Then  going  West  he  opened  u[)  a  store  in 
Georgetown,  Col.,  where,  during  a  |)eriod  of  seven 
years,  he  built  up  a  successful  trade  in  dry-goods 
and  notions.  In  the  fall  of  1883,  coming  to  Bea- 
trice, he  spent  the  winter  preparing  for  his  spring 
opening  of  dry-goods  in  this  city,  and  associated 
himself  with  his  brother-in-law,  Ileiu'y  B.  Gates, 
which  firm  continued  eighteen  months  under  the 
style  of  Warner  &  Gates.  Mr.  W.  then  purchased 
the  interest  of  his  partner,  and  has  since  conducted 
the  business  alone.  This  store  occupies  No.  412 
Court  street,  and  embr.aces  an  area  of  25x125  feet, 
being  two  stories  in  height.  Here  may  be  seen  a  full 
line  of  everything  i)ertaining  to  the  dry-goods  and 
millinery  trade,  and  the  establishment  gives  en)ploy- 
ment  to  both  young  men  and  j^oung  wt)men,  and 
presents  one  of  the  busiest  hives  of  industry  in  the 
city. 

March  25,  1880,  Mr.  Warner  led  to  the  altar 
Miss  Carrie  L.  Griswold,  of  Chicago.  Mrs.  Warner 
was  born  in  Janesville,  Wis.;  her  parents  subse- 
quently moved  to  Chicagu;  the  latter,  Lucien  P. 
and  Maria  L.  (Sweet)  Griswold,  were  natives  of 
New  York.  Of  this  union  there  are  two  children, 
both  daughters — Ella  and  Isabelle.  The  family 
residence  Is  a  neat  and  substantial  structure,  located 
in  the  eastern  portion  of  the  city,  with  homelike 
surroundings  and  everything  conducive  to  the  com- 
fort and  happiness  of  the  inmates.  Our  subject  and 
his  estimable  lad}'  number  among  their  friends  and 
acquaintances  the  cultivated  people  of  Beatrice,  for 
which  their  attractive  home  forms  a  pleasant  and 
hospitable  resort. 

Mr.  Warner  purchased  his  first  stock  of  goods 
from  Field,  Leiter  ife  Co.,  who,  on  account  of  the 
fidelity  with  which  he  had  discharged  his  duties 
while  in  their  employ,  became  his  personal  friends. 
The  business  traits  which  were  developed  in  him  at 
an  early  age  have  continued  to  enlarge,  and  the 
fine  trade  which  he  now  commands  is  due  to  his 
systematic  methods  of  dealing  with  his  patrons  and 
his  promptness  in  meeting  his  obligations.  Although 
having  little  time  to  give  to  politics,  he  uniformly 
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supports  the  Republican  party,  and  takes  a  genuine 
interest  in  the  enterprises  set  on  foot  to  increase 
the  standing  and  importance  of  his  adopted  city. 
He  w.-is  elected  a  member  of  the  Common  Council 
in  1886,serving  with  such  acceptability  that  he  was 
continued  in  the  ofHce  by  the  election  of  1888. 
Socially,  he  belongs  to  Beatrice  Lodge  No.  26,  A. 
F.  &  A.  M..  and  to  Livingston  Chapter  No.  10,  be- 
ing Secretary  of  the  latter.  He  is  also  Secretary  of 
the  Beatrice  Flaxseed  Company.  He  is  recog- 
nized as  one  of  the  most  public-spirited  citizens  of 
his  time,  a  representative  man  of  inestimable  value 
in  his  community. 

\f^^R.  CHARLES  S.  BOGGS,  a  graduate  of 
I  ]))  the  medical  department  of  tiie  Nebraska 
Ifij^  State  University,  and  a  son  of  one  of  the 
^-^  well-known  early  settlers  of  this  county,  is 
worthily  filling  his  niche  in  the  busy  world  of  men 
and  in  his  community.  He  has  been  located  at 
Filley  as  a  physician  since  the  spring  of  1884, 
and  by  his  reliable  qualities  and  faithful  devo- 
tion to  the  duties  of  his  profession,  is  fast  as- 
suming that  place  in  the  confidence  of  the  people 
of  this  section  which  was  so  long  and  so  worthily 
filled  by  his  honored  father. 

From  the  sketch  of  the  Boggs  family  found  on 
another  page  in  this  volume,  it  will  be  found  that 
nature  endowed  them  with  those  qualities  natur- 
ally leading  to  a  worthy  and  successful  career, 
among  them  being  the  self-reliance  and  persever- 
ance especially  needed  by  the  settlers  in  a  new 
country.  Dr.  Boggs,  Sr.,  the  father  of  our  subject, 
a  citizen  as  useful  as  he  has  been  a  physician,  came 
to  Southern  Nebraska  when  spirits  such  as  he  were 
most  needed,  and  met  right  admirably  the  demands 
made  upon  him.  There  was  a  new  town  to  be 
built  up,  together  with  the  reputation  of  this  sec- 
tion as  a  desirable  place  of  residence,  and  to  these 
things  Dr.  Boggs,  Sr.,  bent  his  energies,  in  common 
with  the  other  intelligent  men  around  him,  con- 
tributing his  full  quota  to  the  development  of  this 
part  of  Gage  County. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  born  in  North 
Manchester,  Ind.,  June  19,   1857,  and    began    his 


education  in  the  public  schools  of  Bureau  and  Mar- 
shall Counties,  Illinois  and  Indiana  respectively. 
When  a  lad  of  thirteen  years  of  age  his  parents 
came  to  Southern  Nebraska,  and  from  1872  Charles 
assisted  in  the  labors  of  the  farm,  and  attended 
school  at  Beatrice  alternately  for  a  period  of  four 
years.  Afterward  he  entered  the  High  School  in 
that  city,  and  devoted  his  whole  time  to  his  books 
for  a  year,  then  commenced  teaching,  which  pro- 
fession he  followed  four  j'ears  in  succession  in  this 
county.  At  the  expiration  of  this  time  he  turned 
his  attention  seriously  to  the  study  of  medicine 
under  the  instruction  of  his  father  three  years,  and 
in  the  latter  part  of  1882  became  a  student  of  the 
Iowa  State  University,  leaving  this  institution  a 
year  later  to  enter  the  Nebraska  State  University. 
After  receiving  his  diploma  he  practiced  with  his 
father  two  years,  and  since  that  time  has  gradually 
assumed  the  business  of  the  latter  as  the  elder  plij'- 
sician  retired. 

Dr.  Charles  Boggs  has  inherited  much  of  iiis 
father's  natural  adaptation  to  this  important  de- 
partment of  the  professions,  and  has  met  with  uni- 
form success,  building  up  for  himself  an  enviable 
reputation,  both  among  the  people  of  this  count3', 
and  among  his  professional  brethren.  He  makes  a 
specialty  of  surgery,  and  holds  the  position  of  Ex- 
aminer for  the  Union  Central  Life  Insurance  Com- 
pany of  New  York  City,  in  this  town.  When 
twenty-five  years  of  age  he  was  married  to  a  very 
estimable  lady,  Miss  Mary  C,  daughter  of  David 
S.  and  Elizabeth  (Snyder)  Faulder,  of  Hanover, 
this  county.  Mr.  Faulder  is  a  native  of  Beaver 
Creek,  Md.,  and  was  born  Jan.  9,  1832.  He  con- 
tinued a  resident  of  his  native  place  until  1875, 
then  removed  to  Ogle  County,  111.  From  there 
three  years  later  he  migrated  across  the  Mississippi 
into  this  State,  and  is  now  following  farming  in 
Hanover  Township,  this  county.  He  had  learned 
the  cooper  trade  when  a  young  man,  but  later 
abandoned  this  for  the  more  congenial  pursuits  of 
agriculture. 

Mrs.  Elizabeth  Faulder,  the  mother  of  Mrs.  Boggs, 
was  born  in  Washington  County,  Md.,  June  22, 
18.33,  and  is  still  living.  The  p.arental  family  in- 
cluded eleven  children,  six  sons  and  five  daughters. 
Nine   of   these   are  still   living,   namely:  Jerome, 
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Charles  E.  and  Ira  E..  farmers  of  Hanover;  Irvin 
E..  at  home;  Samuel  R..  farming  in  Hanover; 
Laura  E..  the  wife  of  James  F.  Boggs,  a  farmer  of 
Filley;  Mary  C,  the  wife  of  our  subject;  AnnaM., 
the  wife  of  M.  H.  Blacklnirn,  who  is  studying  merli- 
cine  in  Filley,  and  Lucy  E.,  who  is  at  home  with 
her  parents. 

Mrs.  Mary  C.  Boggs  was  born  in  Beaver  Creek, 
Md.,  Dec.  28,  ISCO,  under  the  same  roof  where  her 
father  first  opened  his  eyes  to  the  light  twenty- 
eight  3'ears  before,  in  1832.  She  leceived  a  com- 
mon-school education  and  excellent  home  training, 
and  lived  with  her  parents  until  her  marriage,  which 
occurred  Sept.  28,  1882.  Of  her  union  with  our 
subject  there  has  been  born  one  child,  a  daughter, 
Mabel  M..  Nov.  15,  1885.  The  Doctor  and  his 
little  family  have  a  pleasant  home  in  the  southeastern 
part  of  the  village,  and  number  among  their  friends 
and  acquaintances  the  best  people  of  the  township. 
Mrs.  Boggs  is  a  member  of  the  Christian  Church, 
while  the  Doctor  finds  religious  consolation  in  the 
doctrines  of  the  Methodist  faith.  Socially,  he  be- 
longs to  the  Masonic  fraternity,  and  the  I.  0.  G.  T. 
He  is  popular  among  his  fellow-townsmen,  and  a 
useful  factor  in  his  community,  both  as  a  physician 
and  a  citizen. 


E)  DWIN  B.  HINDS  is  one  of  the  leading  mer- 
chants of  Odell,  where  he  is  doing  an  es- 
fj  tensive  business  as  a  dealer  in  hardware.  He 
owns  the  fine  building  in  which  ho  conducts  his 
business,  and  also  the  commodious  house  in  which 
be  dwells;  and  besides  these  he  owns  valuable  farm 
property,  one  farm  of  forty  acres  on  section  19, 
.adjoining  Odell,  in  Paddock  Township,  and  another 
of  eighty  acres  within  a  mile  of  Lanham,  this 
county.  He  is  well  and  favorably  known  in  busi- 
ness circles  throughout  Gage  County,  having  a  good 
reputation  both  financially  and  as  a  gentleman. 

Mr.  Hinds  is  a  native  of  Vermont,  born  amid 
the  pleasant  scenery  of  AVindhara  County,  Nov. 
21,  1842.  His  parents,  Charles  C.  and  Lorena 
(Burke)  Hinds,  natives  of  Vermont,  left  their  New 
England  home  in  1855  to  take  up  their  abode  in 
Clayton  Countj',  Iowa.     The  father  died   in    that 


State  March  21,  1877.  having  rounded  out  sixty- 
eight  years  of  a  busy  and  honorable  life.  His  esti- 
mable wife  did  not  long  survive  the  shock  of  his 
death,  her  own  occurring  on  the  14th  of  the  fol- 
lowing August,  at  the  age  of  sixlj'-two.  These 
good  people  had  but  two  children,  our  subject  and 
his  brother  Charles.  The  latter  heroically  gave  up 
his  life  for  his  country'  during  the  late  war.  dying 
May  14,  18G3,  at  Grand  Gulf,  Miss.,  he  having 
been  a  member  of  Company  B,  21st  Iowa  Infantry. 

Edwin  Hinds,  of  whom  we  write,  was  a  lad  of 
thirteen  years  when  he  accompanied  his  parents 
from  his  native  place  to  their  new  home  in  Iowa, 
and  there  he  wms  reared  to  manhood,  continuing 
his  education  begun  in  his  native  State  in  the  Iowa 
public  schools.  When  the  war  broke  out  he  watched 
the  course  of  events  with  intense  interest  and 
longed  with  ardent  patriotism  to  join  the  "boi's  in 
blue"  and  march  forth  to  fight  for  his  country.  At 
length  his  wish  was  granteil,  and  he  was  permitted 
to  enlist,  although  he  had  not  attained  his  majority', 
and  in  August,  18G2,  he  enrolled  his  name  as  a 
member  of  Company  M,  1st  Iowa  Cavalry,  and 
during  the  remainder  of  the  war  he  faithfullj- 
served  the  Union  cause  on  manj'  a  hard-fought 
battle-field,  his  military  record  as  a  bi'ave  and  ef- 
ficient soldier  being  one  of  which  he  luay  well  be 
proud.  He  took  part  in  the  battles  of  Prairie 
Grove,  Little  Rock,  Camden,  and  many  others. 
He  was  through  Texas  with  the  gallant  Gen.  Custer, 
and  received  his  discharge  from  the  army  in  March, 
18G6,  returning  to  his  home  without  a  scar,  although 
he  had  taken  an  active  part  in  every  battle  in  which 
his  regiment  was  engaged. 

After  his  retirement  from  the  service  Mr.  Hinds 
returned  to  his  father's  residence  in  Clayton  County, 
Iowa,  and  subsequentlj'  made  his  home  in  that 
county  until  1881.  Wishing  to  supplement  his 
education,  he  entered  Eastman's  College,  Chicago, 
III.,  where  he  remained  a  student  for  one  term,  re- 
ceiving a  fine  business  training.  He  then  engaged 
as  a  clerk  in  a  store  of  general  merchandise,  but  he 
afterward  turned  his  attention  to  farming,  and  w.as 
very  successfully  engaged  in  agricultural  pursuits 
for  nine  years.  He  began  life  without  money,  but 
bj'  enterprise  and  close  attention  to  business  he  se- 
cured a  competency,  and  decided  to  wind  up  his     , 
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affairs  in  Iowa  and  matte  his  home  for  the  future  in 
this  part  of  the  country.  Accord inglj-,  in  May, 
1881,  he  visited  Washington  County,  Kan.,  and 
after  staying  there  about  three  months  came  to 
Odell  in  August,  and  shortly  after  established  him- 
self in  tlie  hardware  business,  in  which  he  has  ever 
since  engaged,  with  the  exception  of  one  year.  He 
has  a  fine  assortment  and  an  extensive  stock,  and 
his  trade  is  constantly  increasing.  His  courteous 
and  obliging  manners  win  him  the  esteem  of  his 
patrons,  and  his  strict  attention  to  business  and 
honorable  dealings  have  gained  him  their  full  con- 
fidence. 

Mr.  Hinds  was  married  to  Miss  Sarah  Shaw,  of 
Clayton  County,  Iowa,  Dec.  1,  1870,  and  they  have 
one  son,  Charles,  wlio  lives  with  them.  Mrs.  Hinds' 
father.  John  Shaw,  is  now  living  in  Hanson  County, 
Diik.  Her  mother  died  in  Clayton  County,  Iowa, 
in  1858,  wlien  MrS.  Hinds  was  a  small  child. 

When  Mr.  Hinds  came  liere  a  few  years  ago  Odell 
was  an  insignificant  place,  giving  but  little  indica- 
tion that  it  would  ever  reach  its  present  importance 
as  a  lively  trading  city.  The  railway  was  just  being 
built,  and  when  Mr.  Hinds  commenced  the  erection 
of  his  present  store  building,  the  weeds  were  as 
high  as  a  horse's  back.  Mr.  Hinds  has  taken  a 
prominent  part  in  the  administration  of  public  af- 
fairs in  Piiddock  Township,  and  has  served  as 
Township  Clerk  since  its  organization.  Politically, 
he  is  a  straight  Republican,  stanchly  defending  the 
principles  of  that  party  by  voice  and  vote.  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Hinds  are  people  of  high  social  status  in 
Odell.  Mrs.  Hinds  is  a  member  and  an  earnest 
worker  in  tlie  Methodist  Episcopal  Church.  Mr. 
Hinds  belongs  to  Reserve  Post  No.  148,  G.  A.  R., 
Odell;  also  to  Odell  Lodge  No.  97,  I.  O.  O.  F. 

^^ILSON  H.  GALE.     One  of  the  chief   points 


III  g— ,  of  attraction  in  Filley  Township  is  the  fine 
^^J!  estate  of  the  gentleman  whose  name  stands 
at  the  head  of  this  sketch.  This  propertj',  a  view 
of  which  we  give  in  this  Album,  consists  of  640 
acres  of  land,  all  in  one  body  and  forming  a  com- 
plete square.  A  beautiful  residence  was  erected  in 
885,  and  this,  together  with  its   numerous  embel- 
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lishments,  its  shade  trees,  grounds  and  buildings 
adjacent,  forms  one  of  the  most  pleasing  pictures 
in  the  landscape  of  this  section.  Mr.  Gale  is  princi- 
pally interested  in  fine  horses,  of  which  he  keeps  a 
large  number,  breeding  and  training,  having  for  this 
purpose  ample  barns,  stables,  and  all  tiie  other  con- 
veniences, including  a  half-mile  track  for  speeding. 

Next  in  importance  to  any  man's  career  is  that 
of  those  to  whom  he  owes  his  origin,  and  seldom 
are  the  deeds  of  a  man  spoken  of  without  allusion 
to  his  ancestry.  The  father  of  our  subject,  Adol- 
phus  Gale,  was  born  near  the  then  infant  cit}'  of 
Columbus,  Ohio,  in  181G,  and  was  of  Welsh  and 
Irish  ancestry  on  his  father's  side,  while  his  mother 
traced  her  forefathers  to  Holland.  They  were  an 
agricultural  people,  honest  and  industrious,  and 
left  a  worthy  record  to  their  descendjints. 

The  paternal  grandfather  of  our  subject  died 
when  his  son  Adolphus  was  a  mere  lad  twelve  years 
of  age,  and  the  boy  then  left  his  native  State,  and 
making  his  way  to  Sturgis,  Mich.,  in  company 
with  his  uncle,  made  his  home  with  the  latter  for  a 
period  of  four  years.  He  then  returned  to  his  na- 
tive State,  and  locating  in  Crawford  County,  was 
occupied  there  on  a  farm  until  his  marriage.  Soon 
afterward,  with  his  young  wife,  he  moved  to  Steu- 
ben County,  Ind.,  where  he  followed  farming  until 
1867,  then  changed  his  location  to  Story  County, 
Iowa. 

In  the  Hawkeye  State  Adolphus  Gale  experi- 
mented in  merchandising  two  years,  although  re- 
taining possession  of  his  land  in  Indiana.  In  1869, 
however,  he  exchanged  this  propertj-  for  a  tract  of 
land  1,440  acres  in  extent,  in  Southern  Nebraska, 
pari  lying  in  this  county  and  part  in  Pawnee,  the 
larger  part,  however,  in  Gage  County.  He  located 
in  Filley  Township,  landing  here  with  others  of  the 
family  Nov.  19,  1869.  On  section  14  was  a  house, 
where  they  boarded  until  they  could  put  up  a 
dwelling,  having  for  this  purpose  to  transport  lum- 
ber from  Brownville,  fifty  miles  away.  By  New 
Year's  Day  the  house  was  completed,  and  the  three 
families  moved  in,  nine  persons  in  all,  including 
Adolphus  Gale  and  wife,  his  son,  our  subject  and 
family,  and  Mrs.  F.  L.  Tinklepaugh,  with  her  hus- 
band and  family. 

The  "men  folks"  were  busy  all  that  winter  build- 
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iiig  stables,  taking  care  of  tlicii" stock,  and  provid- 
ing fuel  for  family  use.  There  liad  been  broken 
:iOO  acres  of  the  land,  and  in  the  spring  of  1870 
this  was  sowed  to  wheat.  The  father  of  our  sub- 
ject continued  here  until  the  summer  of  1873,  and 
in  June  of  that  year  suffered  a  partial  stroke  of 
l)aralysis,  although  not  wholly  disabled.  Two  years 
later,  however,  he  was  stricken  severely,  and  then 
sold  off  his  stock  and  returned  to  Steuben  County, 
Ind.,  where  he  remained  nearly  a  year  and  until 
October,  187G.  He  then  came  back  to  this  State, 
and  in  June,  1878,  suffered  the  third  stroke  of  par- 
alysis, which  rendered  him  nearly'  helpless,  but 
under  which  he  survived  until  Sept.  2,  1882,  when 
he  passed  away  at  his  home  in  Filley  Township. 

The  mother  of  our  subject  was  in  her  girlhood 
Miss  Julia  A.  Miner,  daughter  of  Andrew  and 
Fanny  (Dart)  Miner,  of  Crawford  County,  Ohio, 
and  was  married  to  Adolphus  Gale  in  1837.  An- 
drew Miner  was  born  in  Delaware  County,  N.  Y., 
Aug.  29,  1793,  his  early  home  being  near  the  Cat- 
skill  Mountains.  His  wife  was  born  in  Connecti- 
cut. June  24,  1795,  and  when  two  years  of  age  was 
taken  by  her  parents  to  the  Empire  Slate,  thoj' 
settling  in  Delaware  County,  where  she  was  mar- 
ried to  Mr.  Gale  at  the  age  of  twentj--one  years. 
From  New  York  Mr.  Miner  removed  to  Ohio  a 
few  j'ears  after  his  marriage,  where  he  carried  on 
farming  for  ten  years,  and  thence  went  into  Craw- 
ford County,  sojourning  there  a  period  of  eight 
years.  In  1838,  still  migrating  westward,  he  sought 
the  prairies  of  Illinois,  making  his  home  in  Peoria 
County,  and  then  crossing  the  Mississippi  settled 
in  Iowa,  where,  with  his  estimable  wife,  he  spent 
the  remainder  of  his  days,  he  passing  away  in  18G6. 
Seven  children,  three  sons  and  four  daughters,  were 
born  to  theui,  of  whom  only  three  are  now  living, 
namely:  Betsey  Maria,  the  wife  of  Thomas  Miller, 
of  Crawfurd  County,  Ohio;  Luman  A.,  who  is 
farming  in  Franklin  Countj',  Iowa;  and  Julia  A., 
who  is  now  living  with  her  son,  our  subject.  Miss 
Miner  was  born  in  Crawford  County',  Ohio,  May  3, 
1820,  and  by  lier  marriage  with  Adolphus  Gale  be- 
came the  mother  of  two  children:  Eliza  R.,  the 
sister  of  our  subject,  is  the  wife  of  F.  L.  Tinkle- 
paugh,  a  well-to-do  farmer  of  Filley  Township,  this 
county,  and  represented  elsewhere  in    this  volume. 


G.  H.  Gale  was  born  June  29,  1846,  in  Steuben 
County,  Ind.,  and  until  the  age  of  eighteen  years 
spent  his  early  life  on  the  farm  of  his  father.  Upon 
leaving  home  he  engaged  as  clerk  in  a  store  of 
general  merchandise  in  Waterloo,  Ind.  Subse- 
quently he  learned  the  trade  of  a  barber.  In  1866 
he  went  to  Story  County,  Iowa,  and  thence  came 
to  this  county  with  his  father.  In  November,  1  869, 
he  resumed  the  trade  of  a  barber  in  Beatrice,  but 
three  years  later  returned  to  the  farm.  In  1875  he 
migrated  eastward  as  far  as  Steuben  County,  Ind.. 
and  there  again  resumed  farming.  The  September 
of  1878  found  him  again  in  this  county,  where  he 
has  since  been  contented  to  remain,  engaged  in  the 
peaceful  pursuits  of  agriculture,  and  enjoying  to 
the  full  the  deliglits  of  rural  life. 

The  father  of  our  subject  in  1878  gave  him  the 
section  of  land  on  which  he  now  lives,  and  upon 
which  he  has  labored  to  such  good  advantage. 
Previous  to  this,  in  1870,  he  had  set  out  a  fine  ar- 
ray of  forest  trees  along  the  front  boundary  line  of 
the  farm,  and  perhaps  no  improvement  which  he 
has  made  has  been  the  source  of  more  genuine  sat- 
isfaction or  real  use.  Besides  tliese  trees  there  is  a 
grove  of  three  or  four  acres  near  the  house,  which 
is  the  admiration  of  the  country  around.  In  1885 
Mr.  Gale  erected  the  present  fine  residence  of  the 
family,  and  which,  with  its  surroundings,  indicates 
in  a  marked  degree  the  tastes  and  means  of  the 
l>i-oprietor. 

For  over  twenty  years  there  has  presided  over 
the  domestic  affairs  of  Mr.  Gale  the  amiable  an(l 
excellent  lady  who  became  his  wife  Aug.  2.5,  1867^, 
and  who  was  formerly  Miss  Flora  A.  Potter.  Sfite 
was  born  in  Fulton  County,  Ohio,  Oct.  26,  1847, 
and  they  are  now  the  parents  of  five  children — 
Carl  A.,  May,  Mell,  Roe  and  Frank,  all  at  home 
with  their  parents.  Mrs.  Gale  is  the  daughter  of 
Joseph  and  Mary  (Ilartzell)  Potter,  natives  re- 
spectively of  New  York  and  Pennsylvania.  Tlie 
father  was  born  in  1815,  and  died  in  Ohio  in  1857. 
Mrs.  Potter  was  born  April  G,  1821.  The  fatiier 
was  a  wagon-maker  by  trade,  and  they  had  a  fam- 
ily of  five  children,  three  of  whom  are  living:  ICd- 
ward  is  a  farmer  of  DeKalb  Countj',  Ind.;  Charles 
is  engaged  on  the  Lake  Shore  &  Michigan  Southern 
Railroad  there;  Mrs.  Gale  is  the  youngest  living. 
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Slie  is  a  very  pleasant  and  intelligent  lad^-,  and  the 
suitable  partner  of  such  a  man  as  her  husband, 
adorning  and  keeping  in  order  their  inviting  home, 
so  that  it  forms  an  attractive  spot  l)oth  to  her  fam- 
ilj'  and  to  strangers. 

In  1878  Mr.  Gale,  in  company  with  his  brother- 
in-law,  Mr.  Tinklepaiigh,  and  Mr.  Welsh,  of  Fillej' 
Township,  organized  a  Farmer's  Club  in  the  school- 
house  of  their  district,  which  met  the  approval  of 
its  best  men,  and  in  due  time  made  the  call  for  a 
State  Alliance,  which  was  dul3' honored.  This  little 
movement  grew  and  flourished,  and  irorh  it  sprang 
the  present  Union  Labor  party,  in  which  the  po- 
litical sentiments  of  Mr.  Gale  are  the  most  nearly 
represented,  and  to  which  he  gives  his  supix>rt.  A 
workingman  in  the  highest  sense  of  the  term,  he 
believes  in  giving  to  the  bone  and  sinew  of  the 
country  its  rightful  representation  and  its  rightful 
dues. 


(^^  AMUEL  I.  TRIPP.  Among  the  younger 
^^^  farmers  of  Glenwood  Township  there  are 
(U£_Jl)  none  more  industrious  and  enterprising  than 
the  subject  of  this  sketch.  He  has  1  60  acres 
of  Qnelj'  cultivated  land  on  section  20,  and  is  grad- 
ually bringing  about  the  improvements  which  will 
place  it  among  the  most  desirable  estates  of  the 
township.  He  took  possession  of  it  in  1879,  and  at 
once  commenced  the  labors  which  are  now  jilainly 
noticeable  in  their  results  and  speak  well  for  the 
proprietor. 

Mr.  Tripp  was  born  in  Ogle  County,  III,  Jul}^  17, 
1860.  His  father,  William  I.  Tripp,  was  a  native 
of  Ohio,  and  born  in  Knox  County,  where  he  lived 
until  twenty  years  of  age.  The  mother,  who  in 
her  girlhood  was  Miss  Emily  Balland.  was  a  native 
of  ^;ew  York  State,  and  they  were  married  in  1858. 
They  lived  for  the  first  few  years  in  New  Y^ork  State, 
then  in  Illinois,  thence  went  to  [owa,  and  in  1 879 
to  Gage  County,  Neb.,  and  in  1885  to  Washington 
County,  Kan.,  where  they  still  reside,  the  father  en- 
gaged in  farming.  Their  family  consisted  of  eight 
children,  five  boj-s  and  three  girls,  seven  of  whom 
are  livhig  and  residents  of  Washington.  Samuel, 
of  our  sketch,  was  the  eldest,  and  was  a  little  lad 
of  five  years  when  his  parents  changed  their  resi- 


dence to  Boone  County,  Iowa.  They  were  among 
the  pioneer  settlers  of  that  region;  three  years  later 
they  removed  to  Story  County,  and  there  the  early 
education  of  our  sul)ject  was  carried  on  in  the  im- 
perfect schools  of  that  period.  Subsequently  he 
completed  his  studies  in  the  High  School  at  Ames, 
and  in  1879  Samuel  I.,  accompanied  by  his  father, 
made  his  first  venture  into  the  State  of  Nebraska. 
The  latter  soon  selected  his  location  in  Glenwood 
Township,  and  here  has  since  remained. 

Mr.  Tripp,  in  the  same  year  that  he  came  here, 
took  possession  of  the  farm  which  he  now  owns  and 
occupies.  He  was  married,  Nov.  5,  1882,  in  Story 
County,  Iowa,  to  Miss  Elizabeth, daughter  of  Will- 
iam and  Alvina  Arrowsmith,  the  "Wedding  taking 
place  at  tlie  home  of  the  bride  in  Franklin  Town- 
ship. The  parents  of  Mrs.  Tripp  are  natives  of  In- 
diana, and  moved  to  Iowa  about  1852,  of  which 
the^'  are  still  residents,  living  on  a  farm.  Their  fam- 
ily consisted  of  thirteen  children,  all  of  whom  are 
living. 

To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Tripp  there  have  been  born  a 
daughter  and  son,  Verna  B.  and  Uelbert  J.,  five 
years  and  four  months  of  age  respectively.  Mr. 
Tripp  is  a  member  of  the  Cumberland  Presbyterian 
Church,  and  Superintendent  of  the  Union  Sunday- 
school  in  Glenwood  Township.  Politically,  he  affili- 
ates with  the  Republican  party. 


OWEN  JONES  is  a  very  prosperous  farmer  and 
stock-raiser  residing  on  section  10,  Barnes- 
ton  Township,  where  he  owns  480  acres  of 
well-improved  land,  and  is  busily  engaged  in  its 
cultivation.  He  was  born  in  the  northern  part  of 
Wales,  in  April,  1834,  of  parents  who  were  natives 
of  the  same  country,  and  the  father  is  now  deceased. 
When  of  suitable  age  to  engage  in  business,  young 
Jones  became  a  railroad  contractor  in  his  native 
country  and  was  successful,  but  wishing  a  broader 
field  in  which  to  exercise  his  talents  he  decided  to 
try  his  fortune  in  America.  Accordingl3%  in  1868, 
he  crossed  the  ocean  to  the  United  States,  first  mak-' 
ing  his  home  in  LaFayette  County,  Wis.,  where  he 
remained  fur  about  ten  years. 

In  1878  our  subject  came  to  this  county,  settling 
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on  section  7,  Barneston  Township,  where  he  en- 
gaged in  farming  until  1883.  lie  then  bought  the 
land  on  which  he  now  resides,  at  the  June  land 
sales,  and  has  since  made  his  home  on  section  10. 
His  large  farm  has  been  well  improved  b^'  his  own 
labor  and  industry,  and  on  it  he  has  erected  a  good 
house,  barns,  and  the  necessary  farm  buildings,  made 
fences  and  planted  groves  of  native  timber,  besides 
orcliards  of  fruit  trees.  He  is  extensively  engaged 
in  general  farming  and  stock-raising,  receiving  from 
his  fertile  fields  abundant  harvests  of  cereals  and 
the  ordinary  farm  produce,  while  his  pastures  are 
well  stocked  with  a  good  grade  of  cattle,  iiorses  and 
hogs.  His  farm,  very  pleasantly  located,  is  sup- 
plied with  running  water,  and  is  the  source  of  a 
comfortable  income. 

Mr.  Jones  was  married  in  his  native  country,  in 
January,  1864,  to  Miss  Ruth  Williams,  who  was 
also  born  in  Wales.  .She  grew  to  womanhood  and 
received  her  education  near  the  home  of  her  birth, 
perfecting  herself  in  the  womsinly  virtues  and  .ac- 
complishments which  have  enabled  her  to  make  for 
her  husband  a  pleasant  and  attractive  home.  Since 
their  residence  iu  this  county  they  have  gathered 
around  them  a  large  circle  of  friends  and  acquaint- 
ances. They  are  members  in  good  standing  of  the 
Presl)yterian  Church,  and  are  eminently  worthy  of 
mention  among  the  citizens  of  Barneston  Town- 
ship. 


_^t  NDREW  S.  BICKERTON,  editor  .and  pub- 
(@A-J|i    lisher  of  the    Blue    .Springs    Sentinel,    has 

///  Is  been  a  resident  of  this  pl.ace  since  the 
^  spring  of  1  885.     He  is  popular  in  his  com- 

munity, and  well  fitted  for  the  position  whicli  he 
occupies  as  the  conductor  of  an  important  news 
journal.  The  paper  is  alily  edited,  and  has  become 
almost  indispensable  to  the  reading  classes  of  this 
part  of  the  county. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  is  of  pure  English 
ancestry,  being  the  sou  of  Thomas  and  Margaret 
Bickerton,  who  crossed  the  Atlantic  in  1854.  Set- 
tling iu  Alarshall  County,  III.,  the  father  engaged 
in  coal  mining  until  1870.  Then,  changing  his  resi- 
dence to  La.Salle  County,  he  became  engaged  in 
mercantile  business,  which   he  continued   until  his 


death,  which  occurred  on  the  11th  of  March,  1872. 
The  mother  was  in  her  girlhood  Miss  Margaret 
Stevensou,  a  native  of  the  same  country  .as  her 
husband,  and  who  crossed  the  Atlantic  with  her 
parents  in  1854.  They  settled  in  Illinois,  where 
she  was  married  to  Thom.as  Bickcrtou  that  same 
year.  They  became  the  parents  of  tiiree  children, 
two  only  of  whom  are  living:  Mrs.  Thomas  S.  Mor- 
gan, residing  at  Stre.ator,  111.,  and  the  subject  of 
this  sketch.  Mrs.  Margaret  Bickerton  departed  this 
life  May  12,  1879,  at  Streator,  111. 

The  paternal  grandfather  of  our  subject,  also 
Thomas  by  name,  was  a  native  of  Northumberland, 
England,  and  there  spent  his  entire  life  engaged  as 
a  coal  miner.  Andrew  S.,  our  subject,  w.as  born 
at  Sparland,  Marshall  Co.,  111.,  and  there  received 
his  early  education  in  the  common  school.  Later 
he  attended  the  High  School  at  Streator,  and  after- 
ward assisted  his  father  in  business,  until  learning 
the  printer's  trade.  He  was  first  employed  in  the 
office  of  the  Monitor,  and  was  connected  afterward 
with  various  offices  in  thiit  part  of  the  State.  He 
finally  drifted  to  Chicago,  and  was  employed  in 
various  job  offices  in  that  city  until  1885,  in  the 
spring  of  which  year  he  came  to  Blue  Springs,  and 
shortly  afterw.ard  established  the  Sentinel,  and  is 
rapidly  bringing  it  to  the  modern  standard  of  the 
local  newspaper. 

A  Republican  politically,  Mr.  Bickerton  is  promi- 
nent iu  political  affairs,  and  has  been  sent  as  a  dele- 
giite  to  the  State  Conventions  for  the  nomination 
of  important  officials,  and  otherwise  making  him- 
self indispensable  to  the  well-being  of  the  p.arty  in 
this  section.  He  resides  with  his  family  in  the 
western  part  of  the  city,  where  thej'  are  in  the  en- 
joyment of  a  snug  home,  and  all  the  other  comforts 
of  life.  The  wife  of  our  subject,  to  whom  he  w.as 
married  in  Streator.  III.,  Nov.  25,  1880,  w.as  for- 
merly Miss  Hettie  E.  Persons,  who  was  born  at  the 
farm  homestead  of  her  parents,  near  Chatsworth, 
111.,  Aug.  24,  1857,  and  is  the  daughter  of  Elihu 
an<l  Emily  (Gunsul)  Persons,  both  natives  of  New 
York.  Mr.  Persons  was  reared  to  manhood  in  the 
Empire  State,  where  he  resided,  occupied  as  a  far- 
mer, until  emigrating  to  Illinois,  and  was  one  of  the 
earliest  settlers  of  Kendall  County.  Late  in  life  he 
retired  from  active  labor,  and  spent  his  last  years 
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in  the  town  of  Salem,  III.,  where  his  death  took 
place  in  the  fall  of  1874. 

The  mothei'  of  Mrs.  Bickerton,  Emily  (Gunsul) 
Persons,  is  now  living  in  Streator.  The  family  in- 
cluded four  children,  three  daughters  and  one  son, 
all  of  whom  are  living.  The  daughters  remain  with 
their  mother,  assisting  in  the  duties  of  the  hotel, 
restaurant  and  bakery,  in  which  the^'  became  in- 
terested in  1879,  after  the  death  of  the  father.  Het- 
tie.  Mrs.  Bickerton,  received  a  fine  musical  education, 
having  at  an  early  age  evinced  more  than  ordinary 
talent  in  connection  with  this  art.  She  excels  as  a 
vocalist,  and  her  voice  is  considered  one  of  the 
finest  in  this  part  of  the  county.  She  is  also  a 
skilled  performer  on  the  piano  and  other  musical 
instruments. 

To  our  subject  and  his  estimable  wife  tiiere  have 
been  born  two  children,  one  of  whom,  a  son,  died 
when  nine  months  old.  The  remaining  child, 
Emily  Belle,  was  born  May  19,  1882,  and  is  now  a 
bright  little  girl  of  six  years. 

"fw/OHN  O.  SAMSEL  has  seen  a  great  deal  of 
I'  pioneer  life,  having  been  one  of  the  first 
11  settlers  in  Elm  Township,  where  he  now 
^^J  owns  a  fine  farm  on  section  12.  His  father 
was  John  G.  Samsel,  who  was  born  in  Frederick 
County,  Va.,  and  was  a  harness- maker  by  trade.  He 
died  in  Virginia,  after  having  reared  a  family  of 
six  children,  of  whom  our  subject  was  the  fourth. 
His  wife,  the  mother  of  our  subject,  was  Rosa 
(Grim)  Samsel,  who  was  born  in  Winchester,  Va., 
and  is  still  living  at  the  advanced  age  of  eighty- 
two  years.  Her  father  served  as  a  private  in  the 
Revolutionary  War. 

The  gentleman  in  whose  honor  this  sketch  is 
written  was  born  in  Frederick  County,  Va.,  on  the 
8th  of  Septembei-,  1830,  and  there  he  attended  the 
common  schools,  and  received  a  fairly  good  educa- 
tion. When  he  reached  the  age  of  twenty-two 
years  he  began  to  carry  on  business  for  himself, 
and  engaged  in  farming.  In  1859  he  moved  to 
Henry  County,  Ind.,  where  he  continued  his  voca- 
tion for  a  period  of  eight  years,  ;i.fter  which  he 
moved  to   Woodford  County,  111.     Desiring  to  see 


still  more  of  this  great  undeveloped  section,  he 
came  farther  West,  and  in  1875  settled  in  Elm 
Township,  this  county,  on  his  present  farm,  con- 
sisting of  IGO  acres.  There  were  but  a  few  families 
here  when  he  came,  and  in  common  with  them  he 
had  to  undergo  many  hardships  and  labor  under 
many  disadvantages  in  bringing  his  farm  to  its 
present  state  of  cultivation. 

In  October,  1851,  our  subject  was  mariied,  in 
Monongalia  County,  W.  Va.,  to  Miss  Caroline 
Davis,  who  was  born  in  that  county  in  1826.  Her 
parents,  Peter  and  Kezia  Reed  Davis,  were  both 
natives  of  West  Virginia,  and  reared  a  family 
of  seven  children,  of  whom  the  wife  of  onr  subject 
is  the  eldest.  The  mother  died  in  the  year  1846, 
and  the  father  in  1887.  Mrs.  Samsel  is  a  woman  of 
great  courage  and  force  of  character,  and  it  was  by 
her  encouragement,  sympathy  and  womanly  aid 
that  iier  husband  was  enabled  to  persevere  and 
overcome  the  difficulties  which  surrounded  their 
early  life  in  this  section,  she  having  patiently  sub- 
mitted to  the  discomforts,  hoping  thereby  to  be 
more  pleasantly  situated  in  the  future.  As  a  reward 
of  their  labors  the}^  now  have  a  very  excellent 
farm,  on  which -they  have  made  many  improve- 
ments, and  have  set  out  beautiful  groves  of  forest 
trees,  and  an  orchard  of  fine  fruit  trees. 

Our  subject  and  his  wife  have  been  blessed  with 
a  family  of  seven  children,  some  of  whom  have 
already  gone  forth  from  the  parental  roof,  and  are 
nieel^'  established  in  homes  of  their  own.  Their 
names  are:  John  W.,  Rosa,  Amalva,  Millard  F., 
Ulysses  S.,  Delia  and  Eunice.  John  W.  married 
Miss  Mary  Richison,  and  they  reside  at  Beatrice,  at 
which  place  he  is  baggagemaster;  they  have  two 
children — Daniel  and  Rollin.  Rosa  is  the  wife  of 
Henry  Burke,  and  they  also  reside  in  Beatrice, 
where  Mr.  B.  is  engaged  in  the  insurance  business; 
they  have  four  children — Carrie  H.,  Effie,  Henry 
and  Eugene.  Amalva  M.  is  the  wife  of  Daniel  R. 
Wilson,  who  is  engaged  in  the  mercantile  business 
in  Beatrice,  and  in  their  home  they  have  four  chil- 
dren— Stella,  Albert,  John  and  Russel;  Eunice  is 
the  wife  of  William  Lenhart,  who  is  a  molder  in 
the  foundry  at  Beatrice,  and  they  have  two  chil- 
dren— Lulu  and  a  babe;  Millard  F.  married  Miss 
Marietta  Andrews,  and  is  farming  in  Sicily  Town- 
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ship;  they  have  two  chihlien— Osa  and  Ora.  Ulys- 
ses and  Delia  are  living  at  home  with  their  parents. 

AVhile  our  subject  has  been  so  successful  as  an 
agriculturist,  he  has  yet  shown  a  great  deal  of 
enterprise  and  interest  in  behalf  of  the  public  wel- 
fare, and  for  Ave  years  has  acted  in  capacity  of 
Treasurer  of  the  schools  of  his  township.  He  is  u 
Republican  in  politics,  and  is  anxious  that  the  best 
methods  should  be  adopted  for  the  government  of 
the  country.  He  and  his  wife  are  esteemed  and 
active  members  in  the  Methodist  Church,  and  as  a 
faniil3'  who  have  done  much  toward  the  building 
up  of  this  township  tliey  merit  an  honorable  men- 
tion in  this  work. 

A  view  of  our  subject's  place  appears  elsewhere 
in  this  volume. 


W)ILLIAM  E.  MUDGE,  a  view  of  whose 
homestead  appears  elsewhere  in  this  vol- 
ume, is  a  well-to-do  farmer  of  Elm  Town- 
ship, having  his  residence  on  section  1.  A  man 
but  a  trifle  past  his  prime,  he  comes  of  an  excellent 
family,  being  the  son  of  Edwin  and  Katherine 
(Woolley)  Mudge,  both  of  whom  were  born  in 
Kent,  England,  where  the  father  in  earlj'  life  fol- 
lowed farming  a  short  time,  then  became  a  brick- 
maker.  The  parental  family  consisted  of  four-chil- 
dren— William  E.,  Rosanna,  Edwin  and  Eliza. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  born'on  the  6th 
of  October,  1833,  in  Kent.  England,  and  remained 
at  home  with  his  parents  until  he  became  of  age. 
In  receiving  his  education  he  attended  the  district 
school  of  his  neighborhood  until  about  nine  years 
of  age;  after  that  time  he  was  employed  in  the 
brickyard  assisting  his  father.  A  short  time  after 
reaching  his  majority'  he  was  married,  Dec.  2.5, 
1854,  to  Miss  Elizabeth  Homdin,  in  Kent.  This 
lady,  a  native  of  the  same  place  as  her  husband, 
was  born  on  the  8th  of  April,  183C.  Her  parents, 
Thomas  and  Cordelia  (Berry)  Homdin,  were  also 
natives  of  Kent.  The  parental  household  included 
eight  children,  namely:  William,  Thomas,  John, 
Richard,  Robert,  Sarah,  Mary  Anne  and  Elizabeth. 
On  the  23d  of  March,  1855,  Mr.  Mudge  with  his 
wife  and    familj'  took  passage  on   the  sailing-vessel 


'•WelisLer"  for  America,  and  landed  in  New  York 
City  on  the  30th  of  April  following.  Tin'V  at  once 
proceeded  to  the  vicinity  of  Utica,  N.  Y.,  where 
Mr.  Mudge  engaged  in  farming  three  years.  In 
1858  they  removed  to  Chillicolhe,  the  county  seat 
of  Livmgston  County,  Mo.,  in  which  pl.ace  our  sub- 
ject continued  to  work  at  his  old  trade  of  brick- 
making  three  3'ears,  and  until  near  the  opening  of 
the  Civil  War.  There  then  being  a  company  of 
hostile  Southerners  known  as  Qnantrell's  Band,  lo- 
cated in  the  neighborhood  near  which  our  subject 
lived,  he  being  a  strong  Union  man  was  com- 
pelled to  go  further  north  in  order  to  be  free  from 
molestation  from  them. 

In  the  spring  of  1S(!1  Mr.  Mudge  moved  to  Altid 
Creek,  Gage  County,  this  State,  where  he  bouglit 
forty  acres  of  land,  and  for  two  years  carried  on 
farming.  He  took  iln  interest  in  the  improvement 
of  the  country  and  helped  to  build  the  first  school- 
house  at  Beatrice.  In  the  spring  of  1863  he  went 
further  west,  and  startefl  "Buffalo  Ranch"  on  the 
Little  Blue,  in  what  was  then  Nuckolls  County, 
which  he  operated  for  a  little  over  three  years,  and 
was  meeting  with  f'lir  success  until  August.  1868, 
when  the  Indians  made  a  raid  on  the  neighborhood, 
drove  away  nearly  all  the  cattle,  and  Mr.  Mudge 
and  his  family  were  again  compelled  to  seek  safety 
in  flight.  He  lost  all  his  stock,  which  was  driven  off 
by  the  Indians,  together  with  his  household  goods. 
About  all  he  and  his  family  saved  was  the  wearing 
apparel  which  they  had  on.  The  loss  of  Mr.  Mudge 
and  his  partner  was  found  by  careful  calculation  to 
be  $7,450.50. 

Mr.  INIudge  served  five  months  in  the  Territorial 
militia  called  out  by  Gov.  Butler,  and  took  part  in 
the  efforts  made  to  disperse  the  Indians.  He  re- 
ceived for  his  own  services  $16  per  month,  and  for 
his  horse  S>12  and  rations.  They  had  no  actual 
battles  with  the  savages,  but  our  subject  gained 
quite  an  inkling  of  general  warfare.  After  the 
command  was  disbanded  Mr.  Mudge  went  back  to 
his  ranch,  where  he  remained  about  sixteen  months. 
He  was  obliged  to  commence  sit  the  foot  of  the  lad- 
der again,  having  lost  everything,  and  in  August, 
1866.  sought  refuge  in  Elm  Township,  this  county, 
where  he  lioniestcaded  his  present  farm  of  160 
acres,  which    is    located   on   sections    1    and    2,  and 
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upon  which  he  lias  made  all  the  improvements 
that  we  bcljolrt  to-day.  Later  he  added  forty 
acres  to  his  first  purchase  and  lias  now  200  acres, 
which  is  steadily  increasing  in  value. 

In  the  famil}'  of  our  subject  there  have  been 
seven  children,  namely:  Willie  E.,  George  T.,  Sam- 
uel, Charles.  Annie,  Nathan  and  Katie.  Willie  E. 
married  Miss  Elizal)eth  Mathias,  and  is  residing  in 
j;im  Township,  being  the  father  of  two  children — 
Ray  W.  and  Muriel.  Samuel  R.,  living  in  Elm 
Township,  married  Miss  Elizabeth  Bevins.  The 
remainder  of  the  children  are  at  home  with  their 
parents.  Mr.  Mudge  has  been  a  School  Director 
for  eight  years.  He  belongs  to  the  I.  O.  G.  T.,  and 
politically,  is  a  very  ardent  Republican.  Both  he 
and  his  wife  are  members  of  the  Methodist  Church. 

In  the  summer  of  1888  Mr.  Mudge  visited  his 
boyhood  home  and  other  places  of  interest  in  En- 
gland, returning  after  an  absence  of  about  two 
months.  As  a  man  enjoying  the  esteem  and  confi- 
dence of  his  fellow-citizens,  he  is  entitled  to  honora- 
ble mention  among  the  worthy  pioneers  of  Gage 
County. 


JOHN  W.  ISLEY.  Upon  section  33  of  Ne- 
maha Township  is  situated  the  residence  and 
farm  uf  the  gentleman  whose  name  is  at  the 
head  of  this  sketch,  and  it  were  hard  to  find 
a  more  hospitable,  genial  man,  or  enterprising,  in- 
dustrious and  successful  farmer.  The  grand  father  of 
our  subject,  after  whom  he  was  named,  was  born  in 
Pennsylvania,  of  German  parents,  who  had  emi- 
grated and  settled  in  that  State.  His  father,  the 
great-grandfather  of  our  subject,  served  through 
the  Revolutionary  AVar.  The  father  of  our  sub- 
ject was  a  native  of  Guilford  County,  N.  C,  as  was 
also  his  wife.  He  removed  to  Missouri  in  1837, 
taking  with  him  his  family  and  becoming  one  of 
its  earliest  pioneers,  entering  with  zest  into  all  the 
experiences  of  that  new  life.  Until  about  one  year 
after  his  marriage  he  had  continued  to  reside  in 
North  Carolina.  He  purchased  a  farm  of  160 
acres  in  Missouri,  and  there  accumulated  con.sidera- 
ble  property.  In  18G8  he  sold  his  farm  there,  and 
came  to  this  State,  where  be  purchased  a  farm  of 
the  same   size  as  his   Missouri  property.      He  died 


in  1885,  aged  seventy-four  years.  His  wife,  the 
mother  of  our  subject,  survived  him  about  one  year, 
and  died  at  the  home  of  our  subject  in  1886.  at 
the  advanced  age  of  seventy -one  years.  Their  fam- 
ily included  seven  children,  whose  names  are  as 
follows:  John  W.  (our  subject),  Hannah  J.,  Mary 
E.,  Richard  W.,  James  O.  K.,Dica  A.,  and  one  who 
died  in  infancy. 

Our  subject  was  born  Aug.  9,  1 838,  in  Knox- 
ville  Township,  Ray  Co..  Mo.,  which  at  that  time 
was  nearly  all  covered  with  heavy  timber  growth. 
The  school  system  of  the  State  at  the  time  was 
after  a  very  primitive  fashion,  and  the  school-houses 
were  situated  at  such  distances  as  to  render  attend- 
ance exceedingl3'  precarious  work.  The  education 
of  our  subject  was,  therefore,  very  limited  upon  the 
line  of  school  topics,  but  diametrically  reverse  re- 
garding the  work  of  the  farm,  whether  in  the  line 
of  general  farm  work  or  among  the  stock. 

Until  Mr.  Isley  had  almost  reached  the  age  of 
twenty-two  years  lie  remained  working  upon  his 
father's  farm,  but  Sept.  15,  1860,  he  became  the 
husband  of  Miss  Melinda  C.  Albright,  and  they 
then  started  life  for  themselves.  This  la<ly  was 
the  educated  and  beautiful  daughter  of  Joshua  and 
Jane  (Patton)  Albright,  both  natives  of  North  Car- 
olina, and  like  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Isley  were  of  German 
ancestry,  of  whom  members  had  emigrated  to  Amer- 
ica in  anti-Revolutionaiy  days,  and  had  become 
planters  in  Carolina,  and  helped  to  settle  the  ques- 
tion of  independence  by  taking  a  full  share  in  the 
Revolution,  fighting  for  freedom.  Her  father  died 
at  the  age  of  sixty-eight  years,  in  1874.  Her 
mother  still  resides  upon  the  homestead  in  Ray 
County,  Mo.,  whither  they  had  removed  in  1840; 
she  is  seventj'-six  years  of  age,  and  is  the  mother 
of  five  children,  whose  names  are  here  given,  viz: 
Cornelia  A.,  AVilliam,  Melinda  C,  Delilah  J.  and 
Eliza  M. 

The  wife  of  our  subject  was  born  on  the  1 1th  of 
August,  1839,  in  Ray  Count3\  Mo.  After  her  mar- 
riage she  resided  with  her  husband  at  the  old  Isle.y 
homestead  in  Missouri,  and  there  were  born  five  of 
their  children.  In  1868  the  family  removed  to 
Nebraska,  prosecuting  the  whole  journey,  which 
occupied  eighteen  days,  by  the  means  of  a  wagon 
and  team.  'Ihey  were  accompanied  by  his  father 
.^ 
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and  familj-,  who  also  hud  his  own  wagon  and  team. 
If  the  incidents  of  that  journej',  with  its  hopes  and 
fears,  its  possibilities  and  actual  happenings,  could 
be  given,  the  modern  method  of  journeying  would 
be  insufferably  dull  and  prosy,  albeit  so  far  in  ad- 
vance in  point  of  comfort  and  rapidity.  They  lo- 
cated in  the  northwestern  corner  of  Gage  County, 
and  were  soon  happily  settled  in  their  first  dug-out, 
where  many  of  their  happiest  moments  were  spent, 
and  which  will  ever  be  remembered  as  their  haven 
of  rest  and  refuge  after  their  toilsome  journey  from 
the  southeast.  One  of  the  chi^'f  reasons  for  this 
change  was  that  a  man  of  Northern  sympathies 
could  not  enjoy  his  right  of  citizenship,  owing  to 
the  excitement  of  the  times. 

In  this  home  were  bum  the  remainder  of  the 
family  of  our  subject,  which  included  in  all  eleven 
children,  whose  names  are  I'ecorded  as  follows: 
James  M..  who  died  in  Missouri;  Wilber  C,  Mary 
J.,  Charles  C.  Dica  A.,  Flora  A.,  Rosa  L.,  Peter, 
Johnnie,  Hardy  E.  and  Gracie.  Wilber  C.  mar- 
ried Miss  Mary  Littlejohn,  and  resides  at  Hanover; 
Mary  J.  is  the  wife  of  Thomas  Duncan,  of  Hooker 
Township,  and  is  the  mother  of  one  daughter,  to 
whom  has  been  given  the  name  of  Bertha;  Dica  A. 
is  happily  married  to  John  Hannibal,  of  Hooker 
Township;  the  other  children  are  still  at  home.  In 
addition  to  the  home  farm,  of  which  a  faithful  rep- 
resentation will  be  found  on  another  p.age,  our  sub- 
ject is  operating  320  acres  of  Kincaid  Iantl,and  320 
of  Scully  land,  and  also  owns  another  farm  of  IGO 
acres.  His  chief  attention  is  given  to  general  farm- 
ing, to  raising  wheat,  corn,  flax  and  oats,  although 
considerable  attention  is  devoted  to  cattle-raising. 
Our  subject  seldom  has  less  than  about  seventy-five 
iiead  of  cattle,  and  a  third  of  that  number  of  horses 
upon  his  farm.  He  ships  to  the  Eastern  market 
probably  about  thirty-five  head  of  each  per  annum. 
He  has  constant  employment  for  seven  teams  of 
horses  and  one  span  of  mules. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Isley  are  both  members  in  good 
standing  of  the  Grand  View  Baptist  Church,  and 
are  considered  among  the  most  attached  and  earn- 
est of  its  members.  The^'  are  justly  held  in  the 
highest  esteem,  for  there  are  few  who  endeavor  to 
put  into  practice  their  profession  more  successful  in 
the  same  than  they.     Their  residence  presents  all 


those  marks  of  refinement  and  beauty  of  arrange- 
ment and  detail  that  go  to  make  home  a  place  of 
strongest  attraction;  that  makes  the  members  of  the 
domestic  circle  feel  it  is  the  best  place  of  any  to 
them,  and  the  stranger  and  visitor  within  the  gates 
to  retain  lingering  memories  ever  after  of  the  most 
delightfully  restful  and  felicitous  descrii)tion.  This 
influence  is,  as  it  always  must  be.  that  of  the  wife 
and  mother.  Our  subject  h.as  for  some  years  held 
the  office  of  School  Treasurer,  and  discharged  its 
duties  faithfully.  His  political  sympathies  are  with 
the  Democratic  party,  but  his  manliness,  high  char- 
acter, enterprise,  loyalty  and  success,  are  such  that 
his  friends  are  not  limited  by  the  difference  of  po- 
litical opinion.  The  entire  community  hold  our 
subject  and  family  in  highest  regard. 

The  military  experience  of  our  subject  was  not 
lengthy,  and  yet  not  without  its  dangeis  and  loyal, 
heroic  effort.  He  enlisted  in  Company  A.  5th  Mis- 
souri Cavalry,  and  was  mustered  in  at  Richmond, 
of  th.at  State,  for  a  term  of  thr*e  years.  He  took 
part  in  a  numl)er  of  engagements,  among  others,  at 
Richmond,  Lexington  and  Chillicothe.  During  his 
service  he  engaged  in  several  desperate  skirmishes 
and  hand-to-hand  fights  with  Quaiitrell's  men,  and 
in  one  pursuit  remained  three  d.ays  and  three  nights 
in  the  saddle,  but  finally  succeeded  in  the  capture 
of  seventy-five  of  that  notorious  gang.  Our  sub- 
ject was  honoralily  discharged  at  Lexington  in 
18Gi,  his  term  having  expired,  and  leturned  home 
to  the  duties  of  the  farm,  but  while  thus  engaged 
was  captured  and  curried  off  by  members  of  the 
same  band,  although  he  succeeded  a  short  time 
after  in  making  his  escape  by  strategy. 


JOHN  L.  DAVLS  is  widely  and  favoralily 
known  as  a  stock-raiser  and  shipper.  II is 
farm  is  situated  on  section  27  of  Blue 
Springs  Township.  He  was  born  on  the  Oth 
of  March,  1860,  in  Cambria  County,  Pa.,  and  is 
the  son  of  William  Davis,  now  deceased,  a  native 
of  the  same  countj'.  who  was  a  blacksmith  by  trade, 
and  considered  a  skilled  worker.  His  home  wjis  in 
Ebensburg.  the  county  seat  of  Cambri:i  County , 
where  he  had  quit-j  a  large  patronage  and   business. 
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In  the  above  city  the  early  years  of  our  subject 
were  spent;  in  its  schools  be  was  erlucated,  and 
afterward  engaged  in  general  work,  in  which  he 
continued  until  he  was  about  twentj'-two  years 
of  age.  In  1883  became  to  this  State,  stopping 
for  five  months  to  work  in  Red  Cloud.  Upon 
reaching  Blue  Springs  he  began  to  work  for  the  Na- 
tional Lumber  Company,  and  continued  to  do  so 
for  about  three  and  a  half  years,  and  then  began 
farming. 

The  farm  of  our  subject  is  250  acres  in  extent, 
and  is  utilized  chiefly  as  a  stock  farm,  although 
considerable  attention  is  given  to  grain;  at  the 
same  time  large  quantities  of  feed  are  required  for 
his  stock,  which  is  never  less  than  1,500  bushels  of 
oats,  the  same  of  corn,  and  fiftj'  tons  of  hay,  be- 
sides straw,  etc.,  per  annum.  He  has  supplied  his 
farm  wilii  substantial,  commodious  barns,  stables, 
anil  (itlur  nectt^sary  buildings.  Everything,  how- 
ever, indicates  the  practical,  rather  than  the  fancy 
farmer,  and  although  beauty  is  not  lost  sight  of, 
it  is  rendered  subservient  to  utilitj-. 

Although  dealing  in  raising  and  shipping  stock 
of  all  kinds,  our  subject  makes  a  specialty  of  horse- 
raising,  and  at  the  same  time  gives  much  attention 
to  the  breeding  of  Poland-China  hogs.  In  this  re- 
gard he  has  made  a  considerable  reputation  as  rais- 
ing and  supplying  only  the  be.st grades.  In  his  stables 
are  to  be  found  .at  all  times  a  number  of  very  fine 
horses;  this  department  of  his  farm  receives  his 
chief  attention,  and  of  this  section  of  his  business 
his  chief  delight  is  in  raising  fast  trotting  horses. 
One  especially  line  creature  is  named  "Rebel  Me- 
dium," wild  \v:is  ?.ii(Ml  by  "Happy  Medium  ;"  an- 
other is  "Lycuigus,"  who  was  sired  by  "Aberdeen." 
The  .above  and  several  other  horses  that  might  be 
mentioned  are  pedigreed,  standard  thoroughbreds. 
Tliere  is.  perhaps,  one  other  deserving  mention 
here,  whose  record  is  2  :40,  "Shakespeare,"  sired  by 
"Abdallah."  Each  of  the  above  are  Kentucky 
horses,  of  which  the  owner  is  justly  proud. 

The  business  interests  of  our  subject  engross  his 
attention  and  demand  the  greater  part  of  his  time. 
He  does  not,  therefore,  take  so  prominent  a  place 
in  political  and  other  outside  matters  iis  he  might 
otherwise  do.  He  is  neither  a  seeker  after,  nor 
holder  of  office,  but  whenever  occasion  demands  is 


quick  to  respond  to  any  demand  that  may  be  made 
upon  him  as  a  loj'al  and  patriotic  citizen.  Usually 
he  votes  with  the  Republican  party.  Socially,  he 
is  connected  with  the  Masonic  fraternity,  and  is  a 
member  of  Blue  Springs  Lodge  No.  85,  which 
meets  at  Blue  Springs.  As  a  man  of  business  he  is 
respected  as  being  honorable  in  his  transactions,  as 
a  friend  and  citizen  highlj'  esteemed  as  a  man  of 
high  character,  and  welcomed  .as  a  genial,  clever 
and  affable  companion. 


PRANCIS  E.  CROCKER.  Upon  the  banks  of 
the  Hudson  River,  whose  beauties  have 
been  told  on  both'  sides  of  the  Atlantic,  in 
sober  prose,  or  the  more  moving  cadences  of  the 
poet — the  home  of  the  Storm  King;  historic  Sleepy 
Hollow,  and  numerous  other  points  of  all-absorb- 
ing interest — in  a  quiet  homestead  not  far  from  Ft. 
Edward  was  born,  upon  the  1st  of  April,  1832,  the 
subject  of  this  biographical  sketch.  His  father, 
John  Crocker,  now  deceased,  and  likewise  several 
generations  had  been  born  in  that  same  dwelling. 
His  mother  was  a  native  of  the  same  town. 

Our  subject  spent  his  early  years  in  and  around 
the  old  homestead,  and  continued  to  do  so  until  the 
year  1853,  when  he  went  to  California,  and  for  two 
years  tried  his  fortune  at  the  gold  mines.  In  this 
he  was  somewhat  favored,  and  before  his  return  had 
amassed  sufficient  dust  and  nuggets  to  give  him  a 
fairly  good  start  in  life.  With  this  he  proceeded 
in  1856  to  Ashland  County,  Ohio,  and  engaged  in 
mercantile  business.  Two  years  later  he  returned 
to  York  State,  and  at  the  close  of  a  like  period  set- 
tled in  Cumberland  County,  111.,  removing  after 
another  two  years  to  Champaign  County-,  in  the 
same  State,  in  18G3,  and  engaged  in  farming,  with 
an  annually  increasing  [)rosperity,  until  the  year 
1882,  with  the  exception  of  tiie  last  three  years, 
during  which  time  he  was  engaged  in  transactions 
of  a  general  mercantile  character  !it  Bondville.  In 
1882  he  established  himself  in  business  in  Liberty, 
and  has  manifested  large  business  capacitj-,  enter- 
prise and  push,  with  the  result  that  his  business  has 
continuously  incre.ased  until  the  present  time.  He 
usuall3-  carries  a  stock  of  not  less  than  $6,000  value, 
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his  annual  sales  amounting  in  the  gross  to  not 
less  tlian  $12,000,  exclusive  of  his  dealings  ingrain 
and  cattle. 

Upon  the  1st  of  January,  1857,  our  subject  en- 
tered into  '"the  better  state  and  completer  life," 
by  his  marriage  with  Marj'  A.  Huston.  This  lady 
is  the  daughter  of  Samuel  and  Jane  (McMurray) 
Huston,  the  former  of  whom  is  deceased,  and  was 
born  in  the  State  of  New  York.  She  has  presented 
her  husband  vvith  three  children,  two  of  whom  are 
still  living,  and  are  named  Charles  and  Hattie.  The 
former  is  now  the  husband  of  Miss  Alma  Bickett, 
and  resides  about  seven  miles  northeast  of  Liberty, 
in  this  eonnt3%  and  iiis  sister  is  the  wife  of  J.  New- 
ton Lytle,  also  of  tliis  county,  and  is  the  mother  of 
three  children,  whose  names  are  as  follows  :  Mamie, 
Frances  and  John. 

While  at  Bondville,  in  Illinois,  our  suljject  was 
for  several  years  Postmaster,  and  by  his  prompt- 
ness, exactitude  and  geniality,  was  both  efficient  and 
highly  esteemed  in  that  office.  Both  our  subject 
and  wife  had  been  members  of  the  Methodist  Church 
for  many  years  until  1886,  when  they  joined  the 
United  Presbyterian  Church,  and  are  regarded  as 
among  the  most  stanch  and  devout  members  of 
that  communion,  and  by  their  uniform  consistency 
and  interest  in  matters  pertaining  thereto  are  ac- 
corded the  confidence  and  respect  of  the  entire 
community. 


fip^  ICH  ARD  J.  MILLER,  one  of  the  most  enter- 
llLji|^  prising  young  farmers  and  business  men  of 
Ia\\  Adams  Township,  deserves  more  than  a 
\^  passing  notice  among  the  solid  citizens  of 
tills  part  of  the  county.  He  began  the  struggle  for 
his  maintenance  at  an  earlj'  age,  and  has  fought  his 
way  through  many  obstacles  unaided  and  alone. 
That  he  has  met  with  the  legitimate  reward  of  his 
perseverance  is  a  source  of  satisfaction,  not  only  to 
himself,  but  to  the  manj'  friends  whom  he  has  made 
by  the  exercise  of  those  principles  which  form  the 
basis  of  all  true  manhood.  Mr.  Miller  has  now  a 
comfortable  home  on  section- 17,  and  the  prospect 
of  a  competency  in  his  old  age. 

Jefferson  and  Helen  (Boston)  Miller,  tlie  parents 
of  our  subject,  were  natives  of  Kentucky,  where  they 


were  reared  to  mature  years.  Both  left  the  Blue 
Grass  State  and  settled  in  Holt  County,  Mo.,  where 
before  the  war  they  were  married,  and  the  father 
engaged  successfully  in  the  drug  trade  and  livery 
business.  He  became  wealthy,  but  his  property 
was  swept  away  in  the  vicissitudes  of  tiiat  unhappy 
conflict.  He  died  while  still  a  young  man.  in  1803, 
leaving  his  widow  and  their  only  child,  Richard  J. 
The  latter  was  born  June  2,  1861,  in  Holt  County, 
Mo.,  and  lived  there  until  a  little  lad  six  years  of 
age,  He  has  no  recollections  of  his  father.  He 
continued  with  his  widowed  mother,  coming  with 
her  in  1868  to  Lancaster  Count}',  this  State,  of 
which  he  remained  a  resident  until  the  spring  of 
1888.  He  acquired  a  good  education  in  the  city  of 
Lincoln,  and  was  graduated  from  the  High  School 
there  in  the  class  of  '81. 

Young  Miller  commence<l  his  business  career  as 
a  clerk  in  the  store  -of  II.  C.  Lett,  with  whom  he 
remained  for  a  period  of  three  years.  We  next  find 
him  in  the  employ  of  E.  C.  Miller  two  years,  and 
subsequently  with  the  wholesale  house  of  Osborn  & 
Draper.  The  experience  which  he  had  by  this  time 
gained  seemed  to  justify  him  in  establishing  a  busi- 
ness of  his  own.  He  became  interested  in  the  whole- 
sale woolen  and  drj'-goods  trade,  and  traveled 
considerably  throughout  Northern  Nebraska  and 
Kansas.  He  was  fairly  successful,  considering  his 
limited  capital,  but  judged  it  best  to  close  out  for  a 
time  at  least,  and  in  company  with  a  partner  set  up 
in  the  grocery  trade  at  Lincoln,  the  firm  name  being 
Miller  &  Miller. 

Our  subject  built  up  a  good  trade  in  the  grocery 
line,  and  by  his  straightforward  methods  of  doing 
business  secured  many  friends.  At  the  same  time 
he  speculated  considerably  in  real  estate.  In  the 
meantime  he  established  a  home  and  domestic  ties 
by  being  married,  July  22,  1883,  to  one  of  the  most 
intelligent  and  estimable  young  ladies  of  Lincoln, 
namely.  Miss  Isadora,  daughter  of  Joseph  and  Sarah 
(Casebolt)  Rhodes,  of  Richland  County,  Wis.  Mrs. 
Miller  is  the  fourth  in  a  family  of  five  children, 
and  was  born  at  Baraboo,  Wis.,  June  30,  1802. 
She  was  given  a  good  education  and  completed 
her  studies  at  Sextonville  High  School,  and  sub- 
sequently taught  four  3'ears  in  Richland  County, 
Wis.     She  came  to  Nebraska  on  a  visit  to  Lincoln, 
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nnd  foniierl  tlie  acquaintance  of  Mr.  Miller,  which 
ripened  into  .a  nuitual  attachment.  They  are  now 
the  i)arents  of  two  interesting  children,  Earl  and 
Leoto,  the  former  four'  j-oars  old  and  the  latter  one 
year  old. 

Mr.  Miller  purchased  his  present  very  valuable 
farm  of  120  acres  in  Adams  Township  in  1888,  and 
is  here  building  up  a  very  attractive  home.  He 
keeps  himself  well  informed  in  regard  to  matters  of 
general  interest,  and  usually  voles  independently, 
aiming  to  support  the  man  best  qualified  to  serve 
the  interests  of  the  people.  In  1872  and  1874  he 
was  a  page  in  the  Kebrask.i  Legislature;  during  the 
Cojistilutional  Convention  he  was  also  a  page. 


ARC  US  LEACH.  It  goes  without  saying 
tliat  every  citj'  that  has  ever  been  built  has 
been  of  interest  and  has  made  its  reputa- 
tion to  a  large  extent  because  of  the 
structural  beauty  and  design  of  its  buildings, 
whether  they  be  simple  residences,  vast  business 
blocks,  civic  or  State  buildings,  legal  palaces  or 
public  builiUngs  for  the  purpose  of  instructing  the 
people  in  science,  art,  etc.  It  is,  therefore,  safe  to 
say  that  a  most  important  profession  in  any  city  is 
that  of  the  architect.  If  he  be  profi<;ient  and  pos- 
sesses an  adaptability  for  and  delight  in  his  work, 
it  is  well;  but  how  many  important  streets'in  large 
cities  have  been  spoiled  by  disfigurements  of  stone 
and  brick,  because,  forsooth,  some  architect  had 
made  a  mistake  in  the  choice  of  professions.  It  is 
a  common  remark  that  "a  doctor's  mistake  is 
buried;  a  surgeon's  always  stares  him  in  the  face." 
The  latter  remark  would  be  more  truthful  as  a  rule 
if  applied  to  the  architect  who  lacks  an  appreciation 
of  the  beauty  and  effect  of  a  perfect  outline,  and  a 
care  in  the  harmonious  placing  of  the  often  compli- 
cated and  minor  details  incident  to  his  designs. 

One  of  the  most  worthy  of  mention  in  the  above 
profession  is  the  subject  of  this  writing,  a  resident 
of  Wymore.  Our  subject  was  born  near  Lockport, 
N.  Y.,  March  1,  1839.  His  father  was  a  native  of 
Canada,  and  became  the  husband  of  Maria  Farn- 
ham,  a  native  of  Toronto,  Canada,  and  in  that  city 
they  had  a  large  propert3^     Their  famil}'  included 


nine  sons  and  two  daughters,  of  whom  all  but  one 
are  living,  and  he  fell  in  the  defense  of  his  country. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Leach  removed  with  their  family  to 
Franklin  Grove,  near  Dixon,  111.,  and  lived  there 
until  the  death  of  the  former  in  the  year  1855, 
leaving  to  his  familj'  a  valuable  property  in  real 
estate.  Mrs.  Leach  is  still  living  at  Red  Oak,  Iowa, 
with  her  youngest  daughter,  and  is  aged  over  sev- 
enty-seven years.  Her  mother.  Mrs.  Farnham,  was 
removed  by  death  only  four  years  since,  having 
reached  the  very  advanced  age  of  ninety-nine  j'ears 
and  six  months. 

Our  subject  was  reared  in  Lockport  until  about 
fifteen  years  of  age,  and  in  the  schools  of  that  place 
received  a  good  practical  education.  About  the 
year  1851  his  parents  removed  to  Dixon,  111.  He 
continued  with  liis  father,  and  was  initiated  into  the 
minutia  of  farm  work  until  he  came  to  the  age  of 
sixteen  years.  He  then  went  to  Mendota  and  after- 
ward to  LaSalle,  111.,  in  order  to  study  architecture 
undera  very  etticient  architect,  and  continued  with 
him  for  some  time.  While  still  a  young  man  he 
began  contracting  sometimes  for  quite  large  works. 
In  the  year  1862  he  removed  to  Ackley,  Iowa,  and 
was  there  for  ten  years,  then  went  to  Red  Oak.  At 
the  latter  place  he  purchased  a  large  stock  farm, 
and  for  five  years  was  prominent  as  one  of  the  most 
successful  stock-raisers,  but  at  the  end  of  that 
period  he  sold  his  farm  and  stock,  and  took  up  his 
old  profession  at  Beaver  City,  Furnas  County,  in 
this  State,  and  after  two  years  came  to  Wymore.  The 
date  of  his  settlement  was  April,  1881,before  the  city 
plats  were  recorded,  and  he  erected  the  first  house 
worthy  the  name  upon,  the  site  of  the  present  bust- 
ling, progressive  and  growing  city.  ThadS^ouse 
still  stands  where  built,  but  is  much  improwti,  the 
location  being  the  corner  of  Bloom  field  and  Nor- 
wich streets. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Leach  have  lived  to  see  the  city 
develop  from  the  above  condition,  and  have 
watched  house  after  house  erected  until  the  city 
attained  its  present  growth.  Nearly  every  build- 
ing of  note  in  the  city  has  been  designed  by  and 
most  of  them  contracted  for  by  our  subject.  Dur- 
ing the  last  four  years  Mr.  Leach  has  enjoj^ed  a 
very  widespread  reputation,  and  has  put  up  many 
large  buildings  in  other  cities.     Among  these  might 
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be  cited  those  on  which  lie  is  engaged  at  this  writ- 
ing. These  are  the  court-house  at  Boaver  City, 
a  school-house  at  Arapahoe,  Furnas  County;  he  is 
superintending  the  erection  of  the  school-house  at 
Republican  Citj%  this  State,  and  also  at  Almena 
and  Norton,  Kan.,  the  latter  school-house  being 
under  contract  price  of  $1,300.  These  suffice  to 
show  that  the  services  of  Mr.  Leach  are  in  demand, 
and  are  valued  throughout  a  large  territory.  Our 
subject  is  the  owner  of  four  houses  and  lots  on 
Norwich  street ;  he  also  owns  a  store  and  other  real 
estate,  both  improved  and  unimproved.  He  lias  at 
present  150  men  in  regular  employment,  and  is 
seldom  able   to  be  at  home  during  the  summer. 

The  wedded  life  of  our  subject  must  be  told  in 
two  chapters;  the  one  short  and  vailed  in  sadness, 
the  other  both  longer  and  brighter.  He  was  united 
in  marriage  aliout  the  year  1858,  but  after  a  brief 
wedded  life  he  was  left  by  the  death  of  his  wife 
with  three  young  children,  who  were  named  Clara, 
Don  and  Homer.  On  the  27th  day  of  t5e|)tember, 
1876,  he  became  the  husband  of  Alice  C.  Detrick, 
of  Belvidere,  111.,  who  is  still  living.  This  lady 
was  born  on  the  11th  of  March,  1844,  at  Blooms- 
burg,  Columbia  Co.,  Pa.  When  she  was  nine  years 
of  age  her  parents  removed  to  Illinois,  and  there 
made  their  home,  where  Mrs.  Leach  lived  until  her 
marriage.  Her  father,  Benjamin  Detrick,  was  by 
occupation  a  miller,  and  was  born  upon  a  farm  in 
Columbia  County,  Pa.  He  died  at  Belvidere  in 
1860,  aged  forty-one  years.  His  wife,  the  mother 
of  Mrs.  Leach,  was  a  Miss  Margaret  Brown,  a  na- 
tive of  the  same  State,  who  was  born  in  the  year 
1818,  daughter  of  Joseph  Brown,  who  was  engaged 
in  baeyiess  as  a  boot  and  shoe  maker  in  Bloomsburg. 
Mrs.'^^trick  continued  to  live  at  home  until  her 
marriage.  She  is  still  living,  having  bravely  strug- 
gled since  her  husband's  death  to  give  her  children, 
of  whom  there  were  seven,  a  fair  start  in  life. 
This  she  has  been  able  to  do  for  those  who  came  to 
years  of  maturity,  with  the  happiness  of  seeing 
them  present  those  characteristics  which  insure  an 
honorable  and  respected  life  and  character.  She 
has  now  reached  her  seventy-first  year,  and  makes 
her  home  with  her  youngest  daughter. 

Our  subject  and  wife  attend  the  Congregational 
Church  at  Wymore,  and  they  are  numbered  among 
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the  best  citizens  of  that  place,  being  very  highly' 
esteemed  by  the  whole  community.  Our  subject 
is  a  member  of  botli  the  I.  O.  O.  F.  and  the  A.  F. 
&  A.  M.  fraternities,  and  in  both  enjoys  the  entire 
confidence  of  his  fellows.  In  political  matters  he 
has  long  been  a  very  stanch  Republican,  and  ener- 
getic in  behalf  of  that  cause. 


EDGAR  E.  HARDEN,  the  gentlemanly  Cash- 
ier  of  the  bank  in  Liberty,  in  that  capacity 
does  credit  to  his  own  ability,  and  to  the 
confidence  reposed  in  him  by  the  Directors  of  the 
bank.  He  was  born  in  Lee  County,  111.,  on  the 
loth  of  April,  1859,  and  is  a  son  of  Solomon  Har- 
den (deceased),  who  was  a  native  of  Pennsylvania, 
and  went  to  Illinois  about  the  year  1848.  Our 
subject  spent  his  childhood  on  his  father's  farm, 
.and  finished  his  education  by  a  course  of  instruction 
in  the  Illinois  State  University-  at  Champaign,  being 
graduated  in  June,  1880.  In  the  time  of  his  col- 
legiate course,  before  he  had  made  choice  of  the 
profession  which  he  would  follow,  he  engaged  for 
one  year  in  teaching  school.  Deciding  that  in  the 
legal  profession  there  is  much  honor,  and  feeling 
assured  of  a  successful  career  if  he  were  to  adopt 
that  profession,  he  read  law,  beginning  where  all 
students  must  begin,  with  the  tiresome  pages  of 
"Blackstone." 

No  doubt  during  this  course  of  reading  our  sub- 
ject suffered  many  a  headache  from  the  effort  to 
retain  in  his  memory  all  the  long  technical  terms 
and  illustrations  of  that  excellent  writer,  but  per- 
severing to  the  end  he  finished  his  course  in  a  satis- 
factory manner,  and  was  admitted  to  the  Illinois 
State  Bar  in  1881.  In  January,  1882,  he  came  to 
Beatrice  and  practiced  his  profession  until  October 
of  the  same  year,  when,  his  present  position  in  this 
city  being  offered  him,  he  accepted  it,  and  came  to 
Liberty.  His  older  brother,  William  W.  Harden, 
is  President  of  the  bank,  and  is  doing  a  large 
amount  of  business,  having  the  confidence  of  the 
citizens  of  this  thriving  city. 

Mr.   Harden  was  married,  on  the  1st  of    Marcli, 

1 883,  to  Miss  Georgia  A.  Geer,  a  daughter  of  James 

I   Geer,  of  Lee  County,  111.     To  this  established  home 
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there  liave  come  two  children,  Fred  and  Grace,  to 
lighten  the  patliwn}'  of  their  parents,  and  brighten 
their  horiiC.  Our  subject  has  become  the  owner  of 
a  hu'ge  amount  of  land,  having  2S0  acres  in  this 
county,  and  1.920  acres  in  the  western  part  of  this 
State  and  Kansas.  While  he  is  public-spirited,  and 
takes  an  active  interest  in  the  public  affairs  of  the 
da}',  he  has  not  time  to  devote  his  service  exclu- 
sively to  outside  affairs,  and  consequently  never 
geeks  official  honors.  He  is  a  meniljer  of  the  social 
order  of  A.  O.  U.  W.  He  affiliates  with  the  Re- 
))ublican  party  in  politics,  and  is  in  a  fair  way  to 
allain  the  highest  measure  of  success  in  life.  At 
present  he  has  discontinued  the  contemplation  of 
"incorporeal  hereditaments,"  and  confines  himself 
to  the  stern  facts  of  everyday  business  matters. 
Mrs.  Harden  is  a  member  of  the  Presbyterian 
Church,  and  is  in  every  respect  a  most  admirable 
lad  v. 


\T^  L.  TINKLEPAUGH,  of  FiUey  Township, 
Ij-Wg;  is  regarded  as  one  of  its  most  solid  and  sul)- 
^  stantial,  as  well  as  plain,  matter  of-fact  and 

reliable  men,  whose  word  is  as  good  as  his  bond, 
and  whose  judgment  is  held  in  universal  respect. 
He  was  one  of  the  earliest  settlers  of  this  part  of 
the  county,  and  came  at  a  time  when  energetic  and 
resolute  men  were  most  needed  to  develop  its  re- 
sources, and  encourage  to  its  borders  an  industrious 
and  intelligent  class  of  citizens. 

Our  subject  is  the  offspring  of  a  substantial  old 
family.  His  father,  Almon  Tinklepangh,  was  born 
in  Smithfield,  Madison  Co.,  N.  Y.,  Oct.  25,  1811. 
Upon  leaving  his  boyhood  tramping  grounds  he 
migrated  first  to  New  York  City,  from  there  to 
Brooklyn,  and  thence  into  Wayne  County.  He  had 
learned  cabinet-making  early  in  life,  which  he  fol- 
lowed until  its  close.  He  married  Miss  Caroline 
Ackerman,  a  native  of  Hackensack,  N.  J.,  who 
was  born  Aug.  15,1813.  From  New  York  they 
removed  to  various  points,  finally  locating  in  La- 
grange County,  Ind.,  and  from  there  moved  to 
Pentvvater,  Mich.,  where  Mr.  T.  became  owner  of 
a  farm,  carried  on  his  trade,  and  also  invested  a 
part  of  his  capital  in  drj'-goods  and  general  mer- 
chandise, carrying  on  business  thus  for  some   time. 


•►-Hlr^ 


In  1872  he  retired  from  active  life,  and,  with  his 
excellent  wife,  is  now  enjoying  the  comforts  of  a 
nice  home  in  the  city  of  Pentwater. 

To  Almon  and  Caroline  Tinklepaugh  there  were 
born  five  children,  two  sons  and  three  daughters. 
Of  these  the  onlj'  son  living  is  our  subject.  He 
was  born  Oct.  25,  1838,  in  Sodus,  N.  Y.,  where 
his  education  began,  but  before  it  was  completed 
the  family  removed  to  Indiana.  There  he  attended 
school  and  worked  on  the  farm,  remaining  under 
the  home  roof  until  twenty  years  old.  Wishing 
now  for  a  change  of  occupation,  he  engaged  as 
clerk  in  a  clothing  store  at  Lagrange,  Ind.,  but  one 
3'ear  later,  like  many  another  lad,  returned  to  the 
farm,  and  was  thereafter  mostly  engaged  in  agri- 
cultural pursuits  until  his  marriage.  When  twenty- 
two  years  old  Mr.  Tinklepaugh  took  unto  himself 
a  partner  and  helpmate,  Miss  Eliza  R.  Gale,  daugh- 
ter of  Adolphus  and  Julia  A.  Gale,  and  sister  of  G. 
H.  Gale,  a  sketch  of  whom  appears  elsewhere  in  this 
volume.  The  wedding  occurred  at  the  home  of  the 
bride,  May  18,  1861,  and  the  young  people  com- 
menced life  together  in  Steuben  County,  Ind. 

The  wife  of  our  subject  was  born  in  the  latter- 
named  county,  Sept.  16,  1839,  and  remained  with 
her  parents  until  her  marriage,  receiving  a  fair  edu- 
cation, and  being  trained  by  a  wise  and  sensible 
mother  in  those  duties  which  have  made  her  an  ad- 
mirable partner  for  her  husband  and  an  excellent 
mother  to  her  children,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  T.  spent  the 
first  seven  years  of  their  married  life  engaged  in 
farming  pursuits  in  Lagrange  and  Steuben  Coun- 
ties, Ind.,  and  then  our  subject  tried  his  hand  at 
merchandising  with  his  father  one  j'ear.  In  1867  he 
went  to  Story  County,  Iowa,  and  purchasedArfarm 
of  1 60  acres,  but  as  his  father-in-law  hac^pHarge 
tract  of  land  in  this  county.  Mr.  T.  was  persuaded 
to  sell  his  Iowa  land  and  join  the  former  in  this 
county.  The  two  families  lived  together  until  two 
years  later,  when  our  subject  put  up  the  house 
which  he  now  occupies. 

The  property  of  Mr.  Tinklepaugh  includes  a  fine 
farm  320  acres  in  extent,  and  he  makes  a  specialty 
of  corn  and  Qats.  He  has  made  all  the  improve- 
ments on  his  farm  himself,  bringing  them  about 
only  by  a  course  of  plodding  industry,  the  onl}^ 
sure  process  by  which  success   in  any   undertaking 
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can  be  acliievcd.  The  lumber  for  his  house  was 
hauled  from  Nebraska  Cit^-,  a  distance  of  fifty  miles, 
and  for  it  he  w.as  obliged  to  pay  $33,  and  has  lum- 
ber in  the  structure  for  which  he  paid  as  high  as 
1-75  per  1.000  feet.  He  drew  stone  for  the  founda- 
tion nine  miles,  and  was  thus  employed  thirty-five 
days.  After  the  completion  of  the  dwelling  and 
other  necessar}'  buildings,  Mr.  T.  turned  his  atten- 
tion largely  to  the  planting  of  trees.  He  has  a  fine 
apple  orchard  of  six  acres,  five  acres  planted  in 
Cottonwood,  box  elder,  ash  and  walnut,  and  a 
goodly  assortment  of  small  fruit. 

In  1874  Mr.  Tinklepaugh  rented  iiis  farm,  and 
going  to  Pentwater,  Mich.,  spent  that  year  mostly 
in  visiting.  He  returned  the  year  following,  but 
in  1882,  on  account  of  the  health  of  his  parents 
and  sister,  and  the  education  of  his  children,  went 
back,  and  this  time  remained  until  their  family 
affairs  were  satisfactorily  adjusted.  He  has  alw.ays 
been  distinguisiied  as  a  public-spirited  citizen,  and 
in  company  with  his  brother-in-law,  Mr.  Gale,  w.as 
one  of  the  prime  movers  in  the  organization  of  the 
Farmers'  Ciub.  which  has  finally  developed  into  the 
United  Labor  party  in  this  Stale.  This  party  most 
nearly  represents  his  political  ideas,  although  he 
votes  independently.  He  was  formerly'  a  Repub- 
lican. 

Of  the  five  children  born  to  our  subject  and  his 
wife,  four  are  now  living,  namely :  Delphine,  the 
wife  of  John  Andrew,  a  leading  farmer  of  Filley 
Township;  Charles  G.,  also  carrying  on  agriculture 
in  this  township;  Leora  A.  and  Roy  D.,  at  home 
with  tiieir  parents.  There  is  also  in  their  family  a 
little  girl  by  the  name  of  Grace,  whom  they  are 
1  ringing  up  A  view  of  the  homestead  owned  b3' 
.Ml.  Tinklepaugh  is  presented  among  numerous 
others  in  this  Album. 
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FREEMAN  is  the  enterprising 
proprietor  of  the  Liberty  Juurnal, 
he  sends  out  weeklj'  his  spicy  edi- 
torials in  behalf  of  the  Republican  part}-,  and  the 
newsy  locals  of  that  section  of  the  count}'.  The 
Journal  is  a  well-printed  eight-column  folio,  full  of 
local  and  general  items  of  information  for  the  beue- 


fit  of  the  reading  public,  and  at  present  its  circula- 
tion numbers  about  600  coi)ies,  with  an  increasing 
subscription  list.  Topics  of  the  d.ay  arc  freely  dis- 
cussed in  an  able  manner  on  its  pages,  and  tiie 
space  devoted  to  general  litenitiire  is  tilled  by 
matter  inferior  to  none. 

Our  subject  was  born  in  Chiridi)  County.  I'm.,  on 
the  1st  of  January',  1858,  and  is  a  scm  of  Henry 
Fieeman,of  Table  Rock,  Pawnee  Co.,  Neb.,  who  set- 
tled tiiere  with  his  family  in  18C8.  Our  subject 
remained  with  his  father  until  March.  1887.  having 
received  his  education  in  the  schools  of  Table  Rock, 
and  there  also  learned  the  printer's  tr.ade.  He 
worked  on  the  Table  Rock  Argus  until  the  date 
just  mentioned,  when-  he  catne  to  Libert}-,  and 
worked  for  one  year  with  B.  F.  Thomas,  on  the 
Liberty  Journal.  Here  he  received  ample  instruc- 
tion in  the  management  of  a  paper,  and  thoroughly 
understanding-  the  editorial  duties,  he  purchased 
from  Mr.  Thomas  the  olTlce,  paper  and  presses  of 
the  Journal,  and  has  continued  successfully  to  pub- 
lish it. 

If  the  editor  of  a  country  paper  could  be  present 
in  the  homes  of  his  patrons  when  the  paper  is  re- 
ceived, especiall}-  on  the  farms  where  newspaijers 
do  not  api)ear  too  frequently,  and  could  see  the 
gladness  with  which  it  is  received  and  the  eager- 
ness with  which  it  is  perused,  he  would  have  cause 
for  much  inward  gratification.  Even  the  younger 
members  of  the  family  who  would  scarcely  l)e  sup- 
posed to  have  cultivated  a  taste  for  general  read- 
ing, must  have  it  in  their  turn,  and  from  it  they 
gain  much  information  concerning  their  acquaint- 
ances in  the  immediate  neighborhood,  and  a  general 
knowledge  of  what  is  going  on  in  the  world  even  in 
the  most  distant  parts. 

The  power  for  good  which  a  well-conducted 
newspaper  exerts  over  the  people  of  a  community 
can  hardly  be  over  estimated,  molding  and  shaping 
at  will  the  opinions  entertained  by  its  readers,  and 
by  its  exposition  of  science,  art  and  learning,  it 
becomes  a  rival  to  the  more  lengthy,  and  thorough 
publications  devoted  to  one  special  subject.  The 
labors  of  an  editor,  however,  are  not  alwaj's  as 
fully  appreciated  as  they  should  be,  and  he  is 
criticized  at  times  with  much  injustice  by  those 
who  do  not  enter  into  the  spirit  of   his  work.     The 
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field  of  journalism  is  a  broad  one.  with  some  dis- 
couragements and  many  encouragements  tending 
toward  success.  As  a  rule,  the  patrons  of  a  paper 
are  the  best  educated,  most  enterprising  and  active 
members  of  a  communit}'.  Our  subject  may  well 
be  congratulated  on  the  amount  of  success  and  the 
appreciation  with  which  his  labors  have  been  re- 
warded. 


kEANDER  J.  CARPENTER.  In  the  shadowy 
past,  when  Ohio  was  in  its  formative  con- 
dition, when  where  the  present  proud  city 
of  Columbus  and  the  State  capitol  now  stand  was 
unbroken,  primitive  forest,  and  the  huntsman  and 
woodman  "blazed"  their  way  through  its  trackless 
depths  or  wended  their  waj'  across  the  plains,  then 
there  stood  one  little  farm  dwelling  upon  its  some- 
what diminutivei^learing,  and  and  there  had  settled, 
in  1806,  a  family,  of  pioneers  from  Montpelier,  Vt. 
In  the  family  was  a  little  boy,  who  at  that  time  was 
six  years  of  age,  and  bore  the  name  Royal  Car- 
penter. Amid  these  surroundings  he  was  reared 
to  manhood,  married  and  settled,  and  on  the  2d  of 
February,  1834,  became  the  parent  of  a  son,  Lean- 
der  J.,  the  subject  of  this  sketch.  The  father  of 
our  subject  di'ed  in  the  year  1882,  but  his  mother, 
who  was  a  native  of  Massachusetts,  still  survives. 

Our  subject  received  a  common-school  education, 
and  from  that  gravitated  in  harmony  with  his  sur- 
roundings to  the  farm  and  its  employments,  and 
continued  in  the  same  until  the  last  two  years. 
He  went  to  Jo  Daviess  County,  111.,  in  the  summer 
of  1845,  from  there  the  following  year  to  La  Fay- 
ette County,  Wis.,  where  he  remained  until  1864, 
when  he  removed  to  Montana,  and  remained  until 
the  fall  of  1865,  and  then  returned  East.  In  1876 
he  leased  a  farm  in  Marshall  County,  Kan.,  and 
raised  one  crop;  that  accomplished  be  came  in  the 
fall  of  the  same  year  to  Pawnee  County,  and  settled 
on  Mission  Creek.  In  1884  he  removed  to  Potter 
County,  Dak.,  and  was  one  to  assist  in  the  or- 
ganization of  that  county.  He  was  elected  County 
Commissioner  in  the  fall  of  that  year,  and  built  the 
court-house  at  Gettysburg.  Twelve  months  later 
he  returned  East,  and  in  the  spring  of    1  886   came 


to  Liberty  and  engaged  in  his  present  business, 
which  is  supplemented  by  his  farm. 

On  the  31st  of  December.  1856.  our  subject  en- 
tered into  a  raatrimoni.al  alliance  with  Miss  Camelia 
Howe.  This  lady  is  a  daughter  of  John  and  Polly 
(Johnson)  Howe,  who  at  present  are  residing  a 
little  to  the  east  of  Liberty.  Her  parents  are  na- 
tives of  New  York,  and  they  have  a  family  of 
seven  children,  of  whom  Mrs.  Carpenter  is  the  fifth. 
She  was  born  in  Morrow  County,  Ohio,  July  9, 
1841,  and  is,  by  the  combined  influence  of  her 
school  and  home  training,  eminently  fitted  and 
capable  of  sustaining  the  position  in  society  she  is 
called  upon  to  fill.  Five  children  have  been  born 
to  her,  three  of  whom  are  living.  Their  names  are 
recorded  as  follows:  Lorinda  P.,  Lucien  L.  and 
Lura  Myrtle.  Lorinda  is  the  wife  of  Peter  Bowhay, 
of  Libei-ty,  and  has  two  children. 

While  in  the  mountains  engaged  in  mining  oper- 
ations our  subject  struck  the  famous  Carpenter's 
Bar,  and  after  working  it  for  a  time  sold  it.  The 
purchasers  became  immensely  rich,  some  of  the 
nuggets  found  being  worth  $40  and  $50.  Mr.  Car- 
penter is  connected  with  the  society  of  Odd  Fellows, 
and  is  somewhat  prominent  in  the  order  and  highly 
esteemed.  He  has  developed  large  capacity  for 
business  enterprise  to  go  ahead,  and  energy  to  keep 
in  the  advance;  like  Galileo,  he  believes  that  "  the 
world  moves,"  and  will,  if  possible,  move  with  it. 


^^A  HARLES  H.  PALMER  is  amply  qualified 
f[(  ^^  by  his  experience  to  judge  of  the  c^Bg&ra- 
^^^  tive  worth  of  the  different  Sta^^^^Bthe 
Union,  being  a  man  of  "much  travel  I^^Hhny 
States."  He  was  born  on  the  18th  of  Ma^rI849, 
in  Detroit,  Mich.,  and  is  a  son  of  Nathaniel  Palmer, 
of  Lockport,  N.  Y.  When  he  was  one  and  a  half 
years  old  his  parents  moved  to  Corfu,  Genesee 
Co.,  N.  Y.,  in  which  place  he  grew  up  and  received 
his  education.  In  1866  he  went  to  Lexington, 
Mo.,  thence  to  the  Rockj^  Mountain  region  in  1868, 
living  for  awhile  at  Trinidad,  Col.  In  the  follow- 
ing year  he  turned  his  footsteps  toward  the  sunny 
South,  and  for  a  time  made  his  home  in  Madison, 
N.  M..  thence  to  Corfu,  N.  Y.,  in  1875,  where  he 
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remained  for  ttiree  years.  In  1881  lie  came  to  this 
county  and  settled  at  Libert}',  where  he  lias  since 
remained. 

On  the  5th  of  March,  1878,  during  his  last  resi- 
dence in  New  York,  our  subject  was  united  in  mar- 
riage to  Frances  A.  Sisson,  a  daughter  of  Nelson 
Sisson.  of  Corfu.  They  have  become  the  parents 
of  four  children,  whom  we  name  as  follows:  Walter 
L..  Bessie  L.,  Florence  L.  and  (.'harles  L. 

Since  his  residence  in  this  place  onr  subject  has 
been  engaged  in  carrying  on  a  grocery  and  provis- 
ion store,  the  farms,  gardens  and  orchards  in  the 
surrounding  country  furnishing  a  supply  of  fine 
fruits  and  vegetables.  By  his  gentlemanly  manner 
of  supphMng  the  wants  of  his  customers,  and  the 
excellent  quality  of  the  stock  on  hand,  Mr.  Palmer 
has  built  up  a  large  trade,  and  has  well  merited  the 
jjatronage  which  he  receives.  He  is  strictly  honest 
and  honorable  in  his  dealings,  and  numbers  among 
his  patrons  the  best  people  of  the  city. 

Among  the  many  fraternities  and  social  orders 
with  which  men  identify  themselves,  the  Masonic 
fraternit}'  takes  a  leading  rank,  both  as  to  its  early 
establishment,  its  policy,  and  the  amount  of  bene- 
fits which  it  disburses.  It  comes  promptly  to  the 
relief  of  injured  or  ailing  members,  and  if  the 
father  of  a  family  is  taken  from  them,  the  society 
comes  to  the  assistance  of  the  widow  and  orphans, 
not  neglecting  the  education  of  the  latter.  It  binds 
men  together  by  ties  of  brotherhood,  and  in  every 
way  it  strives  to  counteract  the  force  of  "man's  in- 
humanitj'  to  man."  Of  this  society  our  subject  is 
a  member  in  good  standing,  and  part  of  his  success 
I  due  to  his  having  followed  the  teachings 
so  freely  bestowed  within  its  halls. 


^j,  UGUSTINE  W.  BRADT,  Councilman  from 
!0|  the  First  Ward  in  Beatrice,  is  numbered 
ll\  among  the  prominent  men  of  this  section, 
and  one  who  is  closely  identified  with  its 
most  important  interests.  A  native  of  the  Domin- 
ion of  Canada,  he  was  born  near  Niagara  Falls, 
April  1,  1844,  and  when  a  little  lad  six  years  of 
age  removed  with  his  parents  to  the  vicinity  of 
Buffalo,  N.  Y.,  where  the  father  engaged  in  shipping 


grain  from  Chicago  to  Buffalo.  He  was  the  owner 
of  several  vessels.  In  Buffalo  the  family  lived 
about  four  years.  Thence  they  removed  to  Win- 
nebago County,  111.,  settling  near  Rockford.  The 
father.  William  Bradt.  was  a  manufacturer  of  woolen 
goods,  but  after  his  removal  to  the  Prairie  .State 
turned  his  attention  principally  to  agricultural  pur- 
suits. The  family  came  to  Nebraska  in  1869,  and 
the  father  passed  awjiy  in  April  of  1876. 

The  mother  of  our  subject  before  her  marriage 
was  Miss  Rosana  Hansler,  also  a  native  of  Canada, 
and  of  German  descent.  The  parental  household 
included  five  children,  four  sons  and  one  daughter, 
namely:  Byron;  Mary,  the  wife  of  C.  W.  Snure; 
William  H.,and  Augustine  W.,  our  subject.  James 
H.  died  in  Beatrice  when  seventeen  years  old. 
Augustine  was  reared  in  Winneb.ago  Count}',  111., 
where  he  was  mostly  educated,  but  completed  his 
studies  in  the  commercial  department  of  Eastman's 
Business  College,  at  Cliicago.  Upon  emerging  from 
this  institution  he  engaged  in  farming  near  the 
homestead  in  Winnebago  County,  remaining  there 
until  March  of  1870,  which  witnessed  his  arri- 
val in  this  county.  His  first  business  venture  here 
was  the  opening  of  a  meat-market  at  Beatrice,  and 
he  also  engaged  in  the  shipping  of  stock,  which 
netted  him  excellent  returns.  A  year  later  he  dis- 
posed of  the  market  and  gave  his  whole  attention 
to  his  stock  business,  adding  thereto  that  of  an  ice 
dealer,  and  in  due  time  handled  annually  l,r>00 
tons.  Thus  was  formed  the  basis  of  the  snug  fort- 
une which  he  to-d.ay  enjoys. 

One  of  the  most  important  events  in  the  life  of 
our  subject  was  his  marriage,  Nov.  19,  18()9.  his 
bride  being  Miss  Lottie  Graham,  of  Ogle  County, 
111.  Mrs.  B.  is  also  a  native  of  Canada,  and  was 
born  near  the  city  of  Prescott,  on  the  12th  of  Au- 
gust, 1844.  Her  parents  were  William  and  Mary  A. 
(McCuUom)  Graham.  About  1868  she  and  her 
brother  came  to  the  States  and  located  in  Ogle 
County,  111.,  where  her  marriage  took  place.  Of 
this  union  there  have  been  born  three  children — 
Mary,  Gertie  and  Anna. 

Mr.  Bradt  in  1876,  having  evinced  more  than 
ordinary  capability  and  worth  as  a  member  of  the 
community,  was  elected  a  member  of  the  City 
Council,  which   position   he  has  held  continuously 


*^h^ 


^^h-^ 


■•► 


718 


GAGE  COUNTY. 


for  a  period  of  eight  years  by  successive  re- 
elections.  He  is  now  President  of  tlie  Council,  and 
has  been  a  member  of  the  School  Board  three  years. 
He  owns  and  occupies  a  tasteful  and  commodious 
residence  at  No.  803  Market  street,  at  the  intersec- 
tion of  Eiglith  street,  and  which  was  built  in  1870. 
Its  grounds  and  surroundings  are  pleasant  and  at- 
tractive, and  it  is  furnished  in  modern  style,  in  keep- 
ing witli  the  t^ste  and  means  of  the  proprietor. 
Mr.  Bradt  is  Republican  in  politics. 

Andrew  Hansler,  the  maternal  grandfather  of  our 
subject,  was  a  native  of  Canada,  to  which  his  par- 
ents removed  from  the  State  of  Pennsylvania.  He 
married  Miss  Mary  Snure,  whose  father  was  a  na- 
tive of  Germany,  whence  he  emigrated  to  the 
United  States  during  the  Colonial  days.  The  Bradt 
family  traces  its  ancestry  back  to  Holland,  and  the 
first  representatives  in  America  settled  in  Genesee 
County,  N.  Y.,  securing  a  grant  of  land  eleven 
miles  long  and  eight  miles  wide.  This  property  on 
account  of  the  Revolutionary  War  w.as  lost  to  the 
family. 


^^^  ILBERT  E.  BENTLEY.  There  are  few  1 
11  (— ^  of  Riverside  Township  belter  situated, 
^^J4l    pleasant  or  complete  in  their  arrangei 


'  homes 

:d,more 

igements, 

than  that  of  our  subject.  He  stands  in  the  front 
rank  aS  a  farmer  and  stock-raiser,  and  makes  a  spe- 
cialty of  hogs.  His  admirablj'  operated  and  well- 
kept  farm,  a  view  of  which  may  be  seen  on  another 
page  of  this  volume,  is  situated  upon  section  29, 
and  includes  240  acres.  It  originally  comprised 
320  acres,  but  eighty  acres  of  this  was  given  to  the 
eldest  son. 

Mr.  Bentley  was  born  in  Chautauqua,  N.  Y.,  Julj' 
18,  1833.  Here  he  made  his  home  for  the  first 
eighteen  years  of  his  life,  received  his  education, 
and  was  afterward  instructed  in  all  things  pertain- 
ing to  the  management  of  the  farm  and  stock.  Upon 
leaving  New  York  State  he  went  to  Ogle  County, 
111.,  and  settled  near  Polo  and  engaged  in  farming. 
The  success  that  comes  as  a  reward  of  practical 
knowledge,  accompanied  by  energetic  industry  and 
patient  perseverance,  here  became  his.  He  was  a 
resident  of  Ogle  County  until  November,  1877, 
when  he  removed  in  order  to  locate   upon  his  pres- 


ent property,  which  at  that  time  was  in  a  totally 
unimproved  condition. 

During  the  period  of  his  residence  in  Ogle  County, 
111.,  Mr.  Bentley  made  the  acquaintance  of  Miss 
Melvina  A.  Wilber,  a  resident  of  that  county,  but 
a  native  of  Delaware  Count3-,  N.  Y.  This  acquaint- 
ance revealed  to  him  that  this  estimable  young  lady 
was  possessed  of  a  disposition,  education  and  quali- 
ties that  were  calculated  to  make  her  companionship 
the  one  thing  to  be  desired,  and  they  were  united 
in  wedlock  ui)on  the  6th  of  April,  1851,  at  Oregon, 
Ogle  Co.,  III.  This  lady  was  born  in  the  above 
county  and  State,  March  2,  1833,  and  is  the  daugh- 
ter of  Anthony  and  Lucy  Ann  (Grant)  Wilber, 
natives  of  Delaware  County,  N.  Y.  The  father  is 
dead;  the  mother  is  now  a  resident  of  Florida. 

Mr.  and  IMrs.  Bentley  are  the  parents  of  a  very 
interesting  familj'of  seven  children, as  follows:  Ed- 
win L.,  who  died  at  the  age  of  twenty-five  years, 
on  the  20th  of  September,  1887,  was  the  second 
son;  Uriah  G.  married  Addie  Gififord,  and  lives  on 
what  was  a  part  of  the  home  place;  AVilliam  W.  is 
single  and  at  home;  Charles;  Herbert;  Marion  H  is 
unmarried,  and  is  a  teacher  in  the  public  schools  of 
Ogle  County;  the  youngest  daughter,  Addie,  is 
most  happily  married  to  Mr.  James  Russell.  One 
interesting  feature  of  the  birth  of  the  above  chil- 
dren is  the  fact  that  three  children,  viz.:  Marion, 
William  and  Addie,  were,  each  born  in  the  month 
of  February,  upon  the  8th,  4th  and  2d  of  the  month, 
and  are  now  thirty-three,  twenty-five  and  twenty- 
two  years  of  age  respectively  It  is  here  noted  that 
each  was  boili  in  the  same  month  of  the  different 
years;  also,  the  even  division  of  the  uKuith  date  is 
unusually  even;  the  combined  total  of  the  vears  of 
their  lives  will  be  found  to  aggregate  eigU^jj^ears. 

The  farm  of  our  subject  is  fully  equipped  with 
the  various  machines,  implements,  conveniences  and 
devices  for  its  complete  operation.  There  are  also 
provided  substantially'  built  and  well-arranged  farm 
buildings  for  every  needed  purpose.  In  the  vicin- 
ity of  the  house  our  subject  has  thoughtfully  pro- 
vided an  extensive  orchard,  containing  over  100 
fruit  trees  of  various  kinds,  all  of  high  grade  and 
choice  selection.  As  noted  above,  he  gives  con- 
siderable attention  to  stock-raising,  and  possesses 
some  very  fine  Short-horn  cattle,  but  his  principal 
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business  in  this  line  is  witii  the  Poland-China  hog, 
of  which  he  has  seldom  less  than  100  head  upon  his 
propert3- at  one  time ;  he  usually  ships  large  num- 
bers everj'  year. 

Mr.  Bentley  does  not  usually  take  a  jirominent 
part  in  politics,  neither  is  he  what  would  be  called 
a  politician.  At  the  same  time  he  is  deeply  inter- 
ested in  the  great  issues  before  the  people,  and 
usually  votes  irrespective  of  party,  and  solely  ac- 
cording to  the  dictates  of  his  conscience  and  Intel- 
ligence for  that  candidate  whom  it  would  appear  was 
best  fitted  for  the  oflice.  In  principle  he  is  a  very 
strong  Prohibitionist  and  very  earnest  in  his  ad- 
vocacy of  the  right,  as  he  understands  it.  Both  he 
and  his  family  move  in  the  best  local  society,  and 
are  very  highly  esteemed  by  the  community.  For 
five  years  he  served  as  Road  Supervisor  of  the 
township;  he  is  now  Justice  of  the  Peace,  and  has 
repeatedly  demonstrated  his  fine  sense  of  justice 
and  right,  and  won  to  himself  many  friends  by  the 
impartiality  of  his  judgment. 
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las  born  in  Euroi)e  on  the  14th 
1830,  and  came  to  the  United 
parents,  Jacob  and  Elizabeth 
Fink,  when  he  was  about  eleven  j'ears  old.  In 
1841  his  parents  located  in  Milwaukee  County, 
Wis.,  where  our  subject  remained  until  1886,  when 
he  came  to  Nebraska  and  located  on  his  present 
farm,  consisting  of  240  acres  on  sections  2."),  2  and 
6,  Sj^ily  Township.  He  bought  his  land  in  1878, 
his  residence  here  he  has  also  bought  160 
ining  his  home  farm  on  the  east,  and  in 
Blu^^Pfngs  Township.  The  parents  of  our  sub- 
ject died  while  he  was  living  in  Wisconsin.  In 
July.  1856,  our  subject  was  united  in  marriage  with 
Miss  Elizabeth  Schlosser,  who  was  also  making  her 
home  in  Wisconsin.  By  this  marriage  they  became 
the  parents  of  six  children,  all  of  whom  are  now 
living.  Mrs.  Fink  died  in  Wisconsin  in  June,  1869. 
Our  subject  was  then  united  in  marriage  with 
Miss  Theres:i  Mannet,  by  whom  he  had  three  chil- 
dren, all  of  whom  are  now  living.  Tlie  mother  of 
these  three  children  died  in  June,  1882, since  which 
time  our  suljject  married   Augusta    (GurJt)    Wor- 


sehnkiky.  Our  suhject  and  his  parents  were  ijiem- 
bers  of  the  Free  Thinkers'  Society  in  Wisconsin, 
and  the  former  is  an  able  advocate  c>f  the  princi- 
ples of  that  society.  He  is  eminently  a  self-made 
man,  having  started  in  life  with  Ijut  very  little 
means  and  being  obliged  to  depend  uiioii  his  own 
labor  for  his  success,  and  by  much  hard  work  and 
careful  management  he  has  scoured  a  very  good 
home  with  fine  improvements,  which  places  him  in 
a  position  to  make  and  save  quite  a  competence  for 
his  older  days.  He  is  extensively  engaged  in  farm- 
ing, combining  with  that  vocation  the  raising  of  a 
good  grade  of  live  stock,  giving  special  attention 
to  the  breeding  of  cattle  and  hogs. 

Mr.  Fink  appreciates  the  advantage  of  learning, 
and  has  spared  no  pains  to  give  his  children  all  the 
advantages  of  education  which  money  can  procuie. 
When  his  eldest  children  were  young  there  were 
no  schools  in  the  part  of  Wisconsin  in  which  ho 
lived,  and  in  order  that  they  might  not  grow  u|) 
with  minds  neglected  and  uncultivated,  he  organized 
the  first  school  of  the  neighborhood  in  his  own 
house,  having  since  provided  his  younger  children 
with  advantages  at  a  great  deal  of  expense.  They 
have  amply  repaid  his  solicitude  in  their  behalf, 
and  are  intelligent,  refined  and  cultivated  yOung 
men  and  women.  His  eldest  sun,  Charles  A.,  has 
spent  two  and  a  half  years  in  school  in  Europe,  and 
after  completing  the  regular  course  of  instruction 
he  took  a  special  course  of  training  in  architecture. 
Since  his  return  he  has  located  in  Milwaukee,  Wis., 
where  he  is  doing  a  lucrative  business  as  an  archi- 
tect, and  is  known  as  tiie  designer  of  the  Bravier 
Church  work  of  Garnay. 


ORVILLE  U.  DEMING,  one  of  the  younger 
members  of  the  farming  community  of  High- 
land Township,  is  finely  located  on  section 
9,  where  in  addition  to  general  farming  he  makes  a 
specialty  of  stock-raising.  His  home  and  farm,  of 
which  a  view  will  be  found  upon  another  page,  is 
noticeable  among  those  of  the  other  enterprising 
citizens  of  Gage  County  as  that  of  a  man  who  is 
enterprising  and  industrious,  and  who  is  contribut- 
ing his  quota  toward  the  building  ui)  uf   his  town- 
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ship  by  keeping  pace  with  tlie  improvements  of 
the  age,  and  availing  himself  of  the  information 
that  is  to  l)e  gained  by  reading  and  by  contact 
with  other  intelligent  men.  He  is  the  offspring  of 
an  excellent  familj',  and  was  born  in  Saratoga 
County',  N.  Y.,  Dec.  14,  1845.  His  parents,  John 
and  Sarah  (Rockwell)  Deraing,  were  also  natives  of 
the  Empire  State,  and  claim  to  be  of  English  ances- 
try. The  household  circle  included  four  children, 
all  of  whom  are  living,  namely:  Edgar,  a  resident 
of  Fulton  County,  N.  Y.;  Orville  R.,  our  subject; 
Melvlna,  the  wife  of  Enos  Murphy,  of  Saratoga 
County,  N.  Y.,  and  Clark  J.,  of  Sedgwick  County, 
Kan. 

The  parents  of  Mr.  Deiuing  were  residents  of 
New  York,  and  are  now  deceased.  Our  subject 
was  reared  to  manhood  in  his  native  county,  amid 
the  quiet  pursuits  of  farm  life,  and  .acquired  his 
education  in  the  district  schools.  He  continued 
under  the  home  roof  until  18G8  or  lSU9,and  there- 
after spent  his  time  in  the  lumber  trade  until  his 
marriage,  which  occurred  when  he  was  nearly  thirty 
years  of  age,  on  the  21st  of  November,  187,5.  His 
bride.  Miss  Osie  Whitney,  was  a  native  of  his  own 
County  in  New  York,  and  of  their  union  there  were 
borli  five  children,  namely:  Mervin,  Aug.  17, 
1877;  Edna,  Sept.  27,  1879;  Maude,  April  28, 
1884,  these  being  still  living.  The  two  deceased 
are  :  Alta,  who  was  born  July  3, 1 882,  and  died  P'eb. 
y,  1883;  and  Carl  O.,  who  was  born  April  30, 188G, 
and  died  April  20,  1887. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Deming  lived  in  their  native  Slate 
a  year  after  their  marriage,  and  in  the  spring  of 
1876  changed  their  residence  to  DeKalb  County. 
111.,  where  our  subject  engaged  in  farming  until  the 
spring  of  1879.  Then  selling  out  he  came  to  Ne- 
braska, and  purchased  160  acres  of  land  from  the 
Burlington  &  Missouri  River  Railroad  Company,  at 
$S  per  acre.  U|wu  this  he  labored  industriouslj\ 
cultivating  the  soil  and  gradually  erecting  the 
builflings  necessary  for  his  comfort  and  conveni- 
ence, and  subsequently  added  to  his  real  estate  un- 
til he  now  has  240  acres,  comprising  some  of  the 
finest  land  in  Highland  Township.  Considering  the 
fact  that  he  was  comparatively  without  means  when 
crossing  the  Mississippi,  he  h.as  certainly  given  evi- 
dence of  great  industry  and   perseverance,  and  he 


generously  maintains  that  he  has  been  ably  as- 
sisted by  his  excellent  wife  and  helpmate,  who  has 
stood  by  his  side  through  sunshine  and  through 
storm,  and  fulfilled  her  whole  part  in  their  mutual 
toils  and  sacrifices.  The  Deming  homestead  is  now 
one  of  the  most  desirable  in  this  part  of  Gage 
County,  and  the  family  one  of  the  most  highly  re- 
spected in  the  community. 

Mr.  Deraing,  politically,  is  in  symi)athj'  with  the 
Democratic  paily,  and  socially,  belongs  to  the  A.  F. 
&  A.  M.,  with  which  he  identified  himself  in  1870 
at  Northampton,  N.  Y. 

The  wife  of  our  subject  was  born  July  27,  1855, 
and  is  the  daughter  of  Oscar  O.  and  Sarah  R. 
(Steele)  Whitney,  the  former  a  native  of  Vermont, 
and  the  latter  of  New  York  State.  The  household 
circle  included  three  children:  Osie,  Mrs.  D. ;  Leah, 
wlio  died  when  twenty-nine  years  old,  and  William, 
who  is  eng.aged  in  inventions  and  p.atents  at  Glens 
Falls,  N.  Y.  Calvin  Brown,  a  favorite  uncle  of 
Mrs.  Deming,  served  as  a  soldier  both  in  the  Mexi- 
can War  and  that  of  the  late  Rebellion ;  he  is  now 
in  Fulton  County,  N.  Y.  Mr.  Deming's  brother, 
Edgar  L.,  served  in  Company  G,  115th  New  York 
Volunteers,  in  the  Rebellion,  for  three  years. 


l(  RS.  ELIZABETH  WALDRON  is  a  woman 
of  noble  spirit  and  courageous  heart,  who 
has  suffered  the  bereavement  of  her  affec- 
tionate husband  and  has  devoted  herself, 
with  a  Christian  resignation  to  her  great  l<tt&  to 
the  care  of  her  four  children.  Her  fa^fl^^eob 
Oppenheimer,  was  a  man  of  more  tha^^Hpary 
perseverance  and  generosity,  and  our  suBpct  pos- 
sesses these  excellent  qualities  in  a  marked  degree, 
modified  only  to  harmonize  with  the  admirable 
womanly  qualities  which  characterize  her.  He  was 
born  near  Saxony,  Germany,  and  was  the  only  living 
child  of  his  parents;  his  father  died  when  he  was 
quite  young.  He  remained  in  Germany  with  his 
mother  as  long  as  she  lived,  and  after  her  death  the 
ties  which  bound  him  to  his  Fatherland  were  broken, 
and,  in  company  with  some  of  his  friends,  he  came 
to  America.  When  he  reached  the  harbor  of  New 
York  he  had  about  $10  in  his  pocket,  and  finding 
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that  his  friends  wei'e  wliully  destitute,  the  spirit  of 
generosity,  which  was  one  of  his  marked  character- 
istics, urged  him  to  bestow  all  he  had  upon  his  un- 
foitunate  friends,  and  he  started  out  with  empty 
hands. 

The  father  of  our  subject  was  nut  of  Jewish  ex- 
traction, his  father  having  been  a  native  of  France 
and  his  mother  of  Germany.  After  his  generous 
disposal  of  his  money  he  went  to  work  in  the 
Pennsylvania  Iron  Works,  and  also  engaged  in 
farming.  He  married  in  Ohio,  and  removed  to  Illi- 
nois, making  his  home  on  a  farm  in  Fulton  Countj'. 
and  having  met  with  success,  he  became  well  situ- 
ated, and  surrounded  his  family  with  the  advan- 
tages and  luxuries  that  wealth  can  procure.  He  died 
in  1 880  at  the  age  of  sixty-eight  years,  but  the 
mother  still  lives  at  her  home  in  Shenandoah,  Iowa, 
having  reached  the  age  of  seventy-six  years.  Tiiey 
were  the  parents  of  seven  children,  namely':  David, 
Sarah,  James,  Barbara,  Eli.  Elizabeth   and   Milton. 

Our  subject  was  born  in  Highland  County',  Ohio, 
on  the  11th  of  June.  1850,  and  was  but  one  year 
old  when  she  was  taken  to  Illinois.  She  lived  on 
her  father's  farm  and  attended  the  common  schools 
of  the  district,  and  having  unusually  quick  percep- 
tion and  keenness  of  intellectual  faculties,  she  be- 
came a  cultivated  and  refined  3-oung  woman,  and 
possessed  many  attractive  qualities  of  mind  and 
heart.  She  was  married,  on  the  23d  of  January, 
1873,  to  Mr.  L.  R.  Waldron,  a  son  of  John  and 
Isabella  (Steward)  Waldron,  who  went  to  Johnson 
Countj',  Iowa,  where  the  two  families  became  ac- 
quainted and  cemented  their  friendship  by  this 
happy  union.  Mr.  Waldron  was  born  on  the  12th  of 
Jiinuary,  l^.'iO,  in  Ohio,  and  was  but  a  child  when 
his  parents  went  to  Iowa.  After  their  marriage 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Waldron  made  their  home  in  Mont- 
gomery County,  wheie  the  former  was  engaged  as 
a  farmer,  and  after  having  charge  of  a  rented  farm 
for  three  j-ears,  he  purchased  some  land  and  pros- 
pered well  on  his  own  behalf.  They  came  to  Ne- 
braska in  1882,  and  Mr.  Waldron  bought  the  north 
half  of  section  27,  Hooker  Township,  on  which  he 
was  meeting  with  prosperity,  when,  unfortunately, 
his  death  occurred,  on  the  loth  of  February,  1883, 
and  he  left  his  wife  and  four  children  to  mourn  his 
untimely  departure.     Tiie  fond    mother  centers  all 


her  hopes  in  her  four  sons — Ralph,  Arthur,  Worth 
and  Ledrue — whom  she  will  uiuloubtedly  see  become 
useful  and  noble  men. 

Mrs.  Waldron  has  shown  a  great  deal  of  courage 
and  business  capabilitj'  in  so  successfully  carrying 
on  the  mauugement  of  the  farm  since  the  de.atli  of 
her  husband.  She  is  a  member  of  the  Presbyterian 
Church,  of  Adams,  and  is  a  woman  of  firm  tem|)er- 
ance  principles.  Her  political  views  favor  the  ad- 
ministration of  the  Democratic  p.irty  in  politics, 
and  she  is  everywhere  esteemed  as  an  estimable 
woman  and  a  refined  lad^'.  We  are  pleased  to  pre- 
sent in  this  volume  a  view  of  her  homestead. 

R.  THOMAS  D.  TIBBETS  is  one  of  the 
leading  physicians  and  surgeons  residing 
in  Liberty.  He  was  born  in  Munson,  Me., 
on  the  9th  of  December,  1847,  and  is  a 
son  of  Edward  Tibhets  (deceased),  who  moved 
from  Munson  to  Augusta  of  the  same  State  when 
our  subject  was  a  child.  From  there  he  went  to 
DeKalb  County,  III.,  in  the  year  18.57,  and  eng.aged 
in  agriculture  until  1864,  when  he  came  to  this 
county'.  He  settled  on  Wolf  Creek  two  miles 
north  of  the  pl.ace  now  occupied  by  the  citj-  of 
Liberty,  and  at  that  time  there  were  but  two  stores, 
a  post-office  and  blacksmith-shop,  in  Beatrice.  Jacob 
Shaw  then  had  charge  of  the  blacksmith-shop,  and 
he  still  lives  in  the  same  city.  There  was  not  a 
house  in  the  place  occupied  by  this  thriving  city, 
and  there  were  but  three  liouses  on  Plum  Creek, 
four  on  Wolf  Creek  and  three  on  AV'ild  Cat  Creek, 
making  in  all  perhaps  not  more  than  a  dozen  houses 
in  this  vicinity. 

AVhen  the  father  of  our  subject  came  here  the 
Indians  roamed  at  will  over  the  vast  prairies,  t{)o 
indolent  to  make  use  of  the  unexcelled  soil  which 
nature  had  jirepared  to  be  the  greatest  re.source  of 
mankind.  They  indulged  in  the  p.astimes  foi'  which 
the}'  were  so  celebrated  and  .at  which  tliey  became 
so  expert,  and  had  anii)le  opportunity  to  cast  their 
arrows  at  the  elk,  deer,  antelope  and  wolves  which 
abounded  throughout  this  territory.  But  they  are 
gone,  and  tiie  land  wiiicli  tliey  held  so  indifferently 
the  hand  of  the  entcriirising  white  man   has  con- 
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verted  into  fertile  fields  which  produce  abundant 
crops. 

Our  subject  received  an  education  which  quali- 
fied him  to  make  the  profession  ot  instructing  the 
young  and  growing  minds  his  principal  occupation 
for  a  period  of  eight  years,  being  engaged  at  differ- 
ent times  in  the  schools  all  over  this  neighborhood. 
In  his  leisure  time  during  that  period  he  gave  at- 
tention to  the  study  of  medicine,  and  afterward  was 
graduated  from  the  College  of  Physicians  and  Sur- 
geons, of  St.  Joseph,  Mo.,  on  the  2d  of  March, 
1880.  He  had  practiced  in  this  vicinitj'  four  years 
previous  to  his  graduation,  and  when  the  city  of 
Libert3-  was  founded  he  located  here,  having  since 
that  time  built  up  quite  a  good  practice.  Not  only 
does  a  physician  relieve  physical  pain  and  become 
a  confidant  to  whom  suffering  people  willingly  con- 
fide their  ills,  but  he  endears  himself  to  the  families 
because  of  his  laljors  in  their  behalf,  and  thus  en- 
joys a  constantly  increasing  host  of  friends. 

On  the  6th  of  October,  1874,  Dr.  Tibbets  was 
united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Martha  J.  Losey,  a 
daughter  of  James  INI.  Losey,  of  Clay  County,  Kan. 
Five  children  came  to  their  home,  two  of  them 
only  to  remain  for  a  short  time,  and  the  three  now 
living  are  Lionel,  Stella  and  Myrtle.  The  mother 
is  an  esteemed  and  well-known  member  of  society, 
and  a  sympathizing  helpmate  to  her  husband,  en- 
couraging him  by  her  estimable  disposition  and 
qualities  of  womanhood.  Our  subject  has  for  two 
years  been  a  member  of  the  County  Board  of 
Supervisors,  and  has  served  as  Chairman  of  the 
Town  Board  of  Trustees,  being  quick  to  support 
the  measures  by  which  the  improvement  of  the  city 
can  be  augmented.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Re- 
. publican  organization. 

PRANK  G.  LaSELLE,  a  member  of  tiie  firm 
of  LaSelle,  Fiske  &  Co..  dealers  in  general 
merchandise,  has  charge  of  their  store  in 
Cortland,  the  other  half  of  the  business  being  lo- 
cated .at  Beatrice.  He  was  born  in  Madison  County, 
N.  Y.,  May  2.  1861,  and  passed  his  boyhood  in  his 
native  county,  attending  first  a  district  and  after- 
ward a  select  school.    Of  his  father,  William  M.  La- 


Selle, a  sketch  will  be  found  elsewhere  in  this  work. 
The  mother  was  Mary  A.  Grosvenor.  the  descend- 
ant of  a  fine  old  family  of  New  Y'ork  State. 

Our  subject  came  with  his  parents  to  Nebraska 
in  1881,  and  soon  afterward  entered  the  employ  of  his 
uncle,  H.  A.  LaSelle,  at  Beatrice,  who  was  conduct- 
ing a  store  of  general  merchandise.  Subsequentl}' 
he  operated  at  Hastings  in  the  same  capacity,  and 
from  the  latter  place  removed  to  Cortland,  where  he 
became  the  partner  of  Peter  Hastings,  with  whom 
he  continued  until  the  latter  gentleman  disposed  of 
his  interest  in  the  business  to  the  firm  of  LaSelle, 
Fiske  &  Co. 

Mr.  LaSelle  occupied  himself  in  general  mer- 
chandising at  Cortland  for  a  period  of  four  years, 
at  the  end  of  which  time  his  father,  as  a  member  of 
the  firm  of  LaSelle,  Fiske  &  Co.,  purchased  the 
stock  of  goods  of  George  R.  Scott,  in  Beatrice. 
Frank  G.  now  has  entire  charge  of  the  business  at 
Cortland,  while  the  other  partners  manage  the  store 
in  Beatrice.  They  form  a  trio  bound  to  succeed, 
and  their  prompt  methods  of  doing  business  have 
commended  them  generally  to  the  citizens  of  this 
section. 

Mr.  LaSelle  was  married  at  Beatrice,  in  Septem- 
ber, 1884,  to  one  of  the  most  estimable  and  accom- 
plished young  ladies  of  the  city.  Miss  Hattie 
Saunders,  who  was  born  in  Ohio.  Of  this  union 
there  are  two  children — Grosvenor  V.  and  a  babe 
unnamed. 


/^\  ALVIN  K.  HIGGINS  resides  on  section  35, 
jl(  J  Midland  Township ;  he  has  been  clc 
^^^^  tiSed  with  public  affairs  in  this  cou 
1874.  He  was  born  on  the  17th  of  Juneri844, 
in  Pittsfield,  Me.,  and  is  a  son  of  Heman  and 
Betsey  (Tibbetts)  Higgins,  natives  of  Maine,  and 
still  residing  in  that  State.  Our  subject  is  the  eldest 
of  the  four  children,  of  whom  Charity  became  the 
wife  of  William  Dyer,  and  resides  in  Burnham; 
George  in  Clinton,  and  Mary,  the  wife  of  Henry 
Lancaster,  in  Palmyra,  all  in  their  native  State. 

Our  subject  spent  the  early  years  of  his  life  on 
his  father's  farm,  engaged  in  the  various  duties  in- 
cident to  a  country  life,  and  attending  the  common 
schools,  applying  himself  with  such  diligence  to  his 
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studies  that  he  secured  a  very  good  education. 
When  liis  term  of  schooling  was  concluded  he 
eng.iged  in  the  profession  of  teaching,  which  lie  fol- 
lowed for  five  winters,  alternating  the  arduous 
duties  of  the  school-room  with  the  free  and  inde- 
pendent life  on  a  farm  during  the  summer.  In  1872 
he  went  to  Lowell  and  served  as  watchman  in  one 
of  tlic  large  cotton  mills  of  that  manufacturing  city, 
retaining  his  position  for  one  year,  whence  in  1874 
he  came  to  Nebraska.  He  had  a  sufficient  amount 
of  money  to  enable  him  to  purchase  forty  acres  of 
land  in  this  county,  and  with  a  yoke  of  oxen  he 
broke  the  sod,  prepared  it  for  cultivation,  erected  a 
primitive  style  "shanty,"  and  estal)lished  himself  in 
his  "bachelor's  hall." 

By  unceasing  industr}'  and  due  economj'  our 
subject  prospered  and  accumulated  quite  a  compe- 
tence, which  enabled  him  in  the  fall  of  1881  to  set- 
tle where  he  now  resides.  He  owns  IGO  acres  of 
splendid  farming  land  adjoining  the  city  of  Bea- 
trice, which  is  valued  very  highly,  and  for  which 
he  has  been  offered  $150  per  acre.  He  has  erected 
a  neat  and  commodious  dwelling  and  a  good  set  of 
farm  buildings,  and  in  various  ways  has  he  im- 
proved tlie  land  and  added  to  its  attractiveness.  A 
view  of  his  place  may  be  seen  on  another  page  of 
this  Album.  But  such  a  pleasant  home  could  not  be 
graced  alone  by  the  owner,  and  in  the  same  year  that 
he  established  himself  in  his  new  home  lie  brought 
Lis  charming  bride  to  share  the  comforts  with  him. 
The  lady  was  Miss  Rebecca  Mnrgatroj'd,  who  was 
born  in  Wisconsin  on  the  3d  of  April,  1857,  and  is 
a  daughter  of  Emanuel  and  Ellen  (Newson)  Mur- 
gatroyd,  of  Beatrice.  Two  cliildren,  named  May 
Ellen  and  Charlie,  now  bless  the  home  otour  sub- 
ject and  his  wife.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Murgatroyd 
there  were  born  ten  children,  five  of  whom  are  liv- 
ing: Thomas,  in  Dakota;  Margaret,  now  Mrs.  Mid- 
dleton,  of  Gage  County;  Mrs.  Higgins;  Ann,  now 
Mrs.  Eccleston,  of  Saunders  County,  Keb.,  and  Mary, 
at  home  with  her  parents  in  Beatrice. 

While  our  sui)ject  gives  close  attention  to  the 
work  on  his  fine  farm,  and  combines  with  his  agri- 
cultural pursuits  the  raising  of  stock  and  good 
horses,  he  yet  has  time  to  devote  to  the  service  of 
the  public,  and  assumes  a  share  of  the  labors  tend- 
ing to  the  public  improvement.     He  has  acted  in 


the  capacity  of  School  Director,  and  in  various 
ways  has  manifested  his  interest  in  the  advance- 
ment of  education  and  murality.  He  does  not  care 
to  identify  himself  with  any  political  party,  but  sup- 
ports the  men  whom  he  thinks  best  qualified  to  fil' 
public  offices,  irrespective  of  party.  All  his  wealth 
h.is  been  accumulated  by  his  own  energy  and  good 
management,  aided  by  the  inspiring  presence  and 
kind  advice  of  his  wife,  and  among  men  he  is  Icnown 
to  possess  an  uublemished  repuLation. 

— ^>#^ 


<jr;AMESE.  BUSH,  junior  niciulicr  of  the  law 
|l  firm  of  Pemberton  &  Bush,  at  Beatrice,  was 
||  born  in  the  city  of  Rockville,  Ind.,  June  1, 
^^/  1845.  His  father.  David  Bush,  a  stonemason 
by  trade,  was  a  native  of  New  York,  served  as  a  sol- 
dier in  the  Mexican  War,  and  died  in  the  service, 
when  our  subject  w.iS  a  child  two  years  of  age.  His 
mother,  Roxalana  (Minter)  Bush,  was  born  in  Ken- 
tucky, and  passed  away  the  year  following  the  de- 
cease of  her  husband.  Thus  six  children,  four  sons 
and  two  daughters,  were  orphaned.  Of  these  our 
subject  was  the  youngest. 

After  the  death  of  his  fallier  .lames  was  taken  by 
his  mother  to  Kentuckj-,  and  after  the  death  of  the 
latter  the  six  children  went  to  Peoria  County,  III. 
James  there  made  his  home  with  an  aunt,  Mrs.  Han- 
nah Gordon,  with  whom  he  remained  until  a  lad 
of  eight  years.  After  the  marriage  of  his  oldest 
sister  he  made  his  home  with  her  until  the  out- 
break of  the  KeUellion.  Mr.  Bush,  on  the  8th  of 
August,  1862,  enlisted  in  Company  E.  112th  Illi- 
nois Infantry,  which  was  assigned  to  the  Armj'  of 
the  Ohio.  The  following  winter  the  regiment  oper- 
ated in  Kentucky,  and  in  the  summer  of  18G3  as- 
sisted in  driving  the  Morgan  raiders  from  the  soil 
of  Kenluck}'  and  Ohio.  Later  the}'  were  with  Gen. 
Saunders  on  his  raid  in  Tennessee. 

On  the  21st  of  August,  18U3,  the  regiment  to 
which  our  subject  was  attached  was  .assigned  to 
the  command  of  Gen.  Burnside,  and  started  on 
the  campaign  in  Eastern  Tennessee.  The}^  subse- 
quently participated  in  the  battles  of  KiioxviUe, 
Athens,  Philadelphia,  Dandridge  and  Bean's  Sta- 
tion.      They    wintered    in    Tennessee,  and   on   the 
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1st  of  May,  18G4,  joined  Shei'inan  in  the  Atlanta 
campaign,  and  were  present  at  the  battle  uf  Resaca, 
the  siege  of  Atlanta,  the  engagements  at  Etowah, 
Jonesboro  and  Kenesaw  Monntain.  The  rebels  re- 
treated from  Atlanta,  the  ke^'stone  city  of  the  Con- 
federacy, and  the  Union  lines  were  advanced  into 
the  rebel  country  200  miles,  the  Confederate  armies 
contesting  every  foot  of  ground  as  they  retired  be- 
fore the  advance  of  the  Union  troops. 

The  Atlanta  campaign  lasted  from  the  1st  of  May 
to  the  1st  of  August,  18G4,  when  Sherman  marched 
his  army  into  the  city.  In  the  liattles  which  fol- 
lowed, and  which  neeh  not  be  recapitulated  here, 
being  matters  of  history,  Mr.  Bush  did  valiant  serv- 
ice with  his  comrades,  enduring  the  hardships  and 
privations  incident  to  the  soldier's  life,  the  action 
of  the  field,  the  hurried  marches,  and  all  the  other 
vicissitudes  of  warfare.  After  the  battles  of  Frank- 
lin and  Nashville,  which  ended  the  war  in  the  Welt, 
the  112th  Regiment  was  sent  first  to  Washington 
City  and  then  to  Ft.  Fisher,  on  the  coast  of  North 
Carolina.  In  the  spring  of  1865  it  rejoined  the 
array  of  Gen.  Sherman  at  Goldsboro,  N.  C.  Soon 
after  this  followed  the  surrender  of  Johnston's  arm}'. 
Mr.  Bush  having  received  his  honorable  discharge, 
was  mustered  out  at  Chicago  in  July,  1865. 

Our  subject,  after  being  transformed  from  a  sol- 
dier into  a  civilian,  made  his  way  to  Stark  County, 
111.,  and  thereafter  engaged  in  farming,  also  attend- 
ing school  two  years.  In  November,  1872,  he  en- 
tered upon  the  study  of  law  in  the  office  of  Miles 
A.  Fuller,  of  Toulon,  111.,  and  after  having  passed 
his  examination  in  the  Supreme  Court  at  Mt. 
Vernon,  111.,  was  admitted  to  the  bar  June  5,  1875. 
He  commenced  the  practice  of  his  profession  at 
Bradford,  111.,  where  he  continued  until  the  6th  of 
INIay,  1880. 

Mr.  Bush  came  to  Beatrice  in  May  of  the  year 
mentioned,  and  associating  himself  with  J.N.  Rick- 
ards,  entered  upon  the  practice  of  his  profession 
here.  The  partnership  was  dissolved  in  1884,  and 
in  1886  Mr.  Bush  became  associated  with  his  pres- 
ent |)artner,  Mr.  L.  M.  Pemberton.  They  are  now 
numbered  among  the  leading  attorneys  of  the  city, 
and  are  in  the  enjoyment  of  a  lucrative  and  stead- 
ily increasing  business.  They  have  a  complete 
library,  and  keep  themselves  posted  upon  the  points 
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whichareeonstantly  arising  in  relation  to  the  duties 
of  their  calling. 

The  marriage  of  James  E.  Bush  and  Miss  Anna 
E.  Dyer,  of  Toulon,  111.,  was  celebrated  in  Novem- 
ber, 1867.  Mrs.  Bush  was  born  in  Genesee  Count}', 
N.  Y.,  April  21, 1846,  and  is  the  daughter  of  Lemon 
and  Philena  Dyer,  who  were  natives  of  New  York. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Bush  are  the  parents  of  eight  children, 
two  sons  and  six  daughters,  namely :  Bertha  E., 
Charles  E..  Dora  E.,  Harold  D.,  Maude  C,  Lena 
Roxie,  Mina  Belle  and  Gladys.  Mr.  Bush,  politi- 
cally, is  a  Republican,  and  is  a  member  in  good 
standing  of  Rawlins  Post  No.  36,  G.  A.  R.,  at  Bea- 
trice, Neb. 


jp]\\ENJAMIN  BURCH  is  one  of  the  most  prom- 
l|^^  inent  business  men  of  Nebraska,  being  exten- 
|fM)Jli  sively  interested  in  the  banking  and  real 
'^i==i^  estate  business.  He  is  the  owner  of  town  lots 
and  improved  property  in  Wymore;  three  quarter- 
sections  of  land  in  Frontier  County,  Neb.;  one  sec- 
tion in  Rush  County,  near  the  county  seat.  La  Crosse ; 
one-half  section  in  Sherman  Count}',  Kan.  He 
also  has  a  number  of  fine  brick  business  blocks 
in  Creston,  Iowa;  also  some  real  estate  in  Lincoln, 
Neb.  The  land  in  Frontier  County  is  under  culti- 
vation. 

John  Burch,  the  father  of  our  subject,  was  born 
in  Woodstock.  Vt,  on  the  12th  of  July,  1800. 
When  he  was  six  years  old  his  parents  left  Ver- 
mont and  moved  to  the  Shoot,  fifty  miles  north  of 
Montreal,  Canada.  He  received  a  common-school 
education,  after  which  he  engaged  in  farming  near 
London,  Canada,  and  there  lived  for  fifteen  years. 
Then  he  moved  to  Port  Stanley  and  remained  until 
about  1837.  engaged  in  farming,  but  selling  this 
land  he  settled  near  Rockford,  Winnebago  Co.,  111., 
and  there  improved  an  extensive  farm.  He  also 
engaged  very  largely  in  raising  live  stock,  horses 
and  grain,  being  quite  successful.  In  the  fall  of 
1857  he  went  to  Fayette,  Iowa,  where  he  engaged 
in  the  drug  business  until  the  time  of  his  death,  in 
1864. 

While  in  Illinois  the  father  of  our  subject  was 
Justice  of  the  Peace  for  about  ten  years,  and  was 
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quite  :i  leading  man  in  his  day.  He  and  his  wife 
were  prominent  and  consistent  members  of  the 
Metliodist  P^piscopal  Church,  he  usually  acting  as 
Class-Leader  and  Steward  of  the  church  of  which  he 
was  a  member,  and  also  being  identified  with  the 
Sunday-school.  For  a  long  time  he  served  faith- 
fullj'  as  Superintendent  of  the  Sunday-school,  un- 
til his  advancing  age  obliged  him  to  discontinue 
his  arduous  labors.  He  was  married  to  Miss  Lydia 
Hogabome  in  the  year  1819,  and  to  them  came 
eight  children,  all  of  whom  lived  until  the  j'ears.  of 
maturity,  and  with  but  one  exception  are  still  liv- 
ing. One  of  the  brothers  and  one  sister  of  our 
subject  are  living  in  Nebraska. 

The  mother  of  our  subject  was  born  in  Saratoga, 
N.  Y..  in  1797,  and  when  she  was  ten  years  old  her 
parents  moved  to  Canada,  where  she  remained  with 
her  father  until  the  time  of  her  marriage.  While 
moving  from  New  York  to  Canada,  in  the  year 
1808,  it  verj'  unfortunately  happened  that  during 
their  journey  across  Lake  Champlain  the  team  car- 
rying the  family  broke  through  the  ice,  and  her 
mother  and  brother  drowned,  it  being  a  very  sad 
death,  and  agreat  bereavement  to  her  family.  Mrs. 
Burch  died  in  1863,  one  year  before  the  death  of 
ber  husband,  which  occurred  in  1864.  Benjamin 
Burch,  the  grandfather  of  our  subject,  was  born  in 
the  New  pjUgland  States,  and  for  a  long  time  he 
was  engaged  in  milling  in  Vermont  until  going  to 
Canada,  where  he  engaged  in  agriculture.  He 
married  Miss  Strong,  and  they  iiad  a  family  of 
thirteen  children. 

Benjamin  Burch,  our  subject,  was  born  on  the 
17th  of  April,  1821,  in  London,  Canada,  where  he 
remained  until  he  was  thirteen  3'ears  old,  attending 
school,  and  then  moved  with  his  parents  to  Port 
Stanley.  During  the  Canada  Rebellion,  when  he 
was  but  sixteen  years  old,  he  was  obliged  to  leave 
the  country  or  be  drafted  into  the  army,  whose 
cause  lie  did  not  espouse.  Being  but  a  mere  boy 
he  did  not  sympathize  with  the  cause  of  war,  and 
in  order  to  escape  from  unpleasant  duties  he  went 
to  Port  Huron,  Mich.,  where  he  engaged  in  a  lum- 
ber establishment,  and  when  eighteen  years  old  he 
went  with  his  parents  to  Rockford.  111.  There  lie 
remained  with  his  father  until  he  was  twenty-one 
years  old,  when  lie  began  to  work  for  himself,   and 


immediately  choosing  the  occupation  of  farming, 
he  continued  at  that  work  in  Illinois  until  1850. 
when  he  sold  and  moved  to  Niagara  County',  N. 
Y.  'fliere  he  engaged  in  the  same  business  for  five 
yeiirs,  and  then  selling  his  land  he  again  turned  his 
face  toward  the  setting  sun.  and  bought  an  exten- 
sive stock,  dairy  and  wheat  farm  in  Fayette  County, 
Iowa. 

This  enterprise  of  our  subject  proved  to  be  a 
very  successful  one,  increasing  the  amount  of  real 
estate  which  he  owned  by  the  purchase  of  property 
in  town.  By  the  year  1865  he  was  amply  able  to 
begin  in  the  mercantile  business  in  Fayette,  where 
he  carried  a  stock  of  general  merchandise.  In  this 
business  he  was  financially  successful,  and  in  1869 
he  took  a  railroad  contract  to  build  seventy-five 
miles  of  the  Davenport  <fe  St.  Paul  (now  called 
Chicago,  Milwaukee  &  St.  Paul)  Railroad,  begin- 
ning at  Edgewood,  in  Clayton  County,  extending 
through  Fiiyette  and  Winneshiek  Counties  toCresco, 
Howard  County.  At  the  same  time  he  was  engaged 
in  the  mercantile  business  in  Fayette  and  Straw- 
berry Point.  The  contract  into  which  our  subject 
had  entered  with  the  railroad  company  was  finished 
in  1873,  but  about  that  time  the  company  became 
insolvent,  and  our  subject  had  to  get  a  mechanic's 
lien  on  the  railro.ad. 

This  Mr.  Burch  carried  to  the  courts,  first  with  the 
stockholders,  and  then  with  the  bondholders,  tak- 
ing the  latter  to  the  liighest  courts  in  the  United 
States.  This  incident  serves  as  an  indication  to 
the  character  and  ability,  as  well  as  the  financial 
means  of  our  subject,  being  able  to  fight  to  the 
conquering  end  a  large  railroad  corporation  for  his 
rights.  This  same  principle  through  life  has  lirought 
Mr.  Burch  to  his  present  position  of  affluence,  and 
won  for  him  the  esteem  of  the  citizens  of  his  town 
and  the  neighboring  cities.  His  interest  in  the 
railro.ad  was  sold  by  our  subject  to  the  present 
owners.      In  1874  he  moved  to  Clay   Center,  Kan. 

In  the  last-named  place  our  subject  engaged  in 
farming  and  the  mercantile  business  until  1877, 
when  he  moved  to  Creston,  [owa,  and  engaged  in 
the  grocery  business.  While  in  Creston  he  carried 
on  an  extensive  real-estate  business.  In  the  year 
188"2  became  to  W^niore  when  it  was  only  six 
months  old ,  and  has  since  been  established  here,  he 
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and  his  son,  with  M.  H.  Southwick,  having  bought 
the  Banlv  of  Wymore,  of  which  they  are  still  the 
owners,  and  being  interested  in  all  of  the  improve- 
ments of  the  town.  He  has  built  several  fine  build- 
ings and  one  block  of  business  houses,  and  he  was 
also  one  of  the  building  committee  of  the  school- 
house  and  church  just  lately  built. 

Mr.  Burch  was  united  in  marriage  with  Elizabeth 
Rafter  in  1845.  There  were  five  children  in  this 
family,  as  follows:  George  ¥.,  Francis  E.,  Hiram 
E..  John  C.  and  Albert  N.  George  F.  was  killed 
when  he  was  four  years  old  by  being  run  over  by 
a  threshing-machine,  and  Francis  died  in  Fayette 
at  the  age  of  nineteen  years.  Hiram  E.  married 
Miss  Ada  Bullock,  of  Fayette,  and  is  now  living  in 
Montana,  engaged  in  the  hardware  business;  John 
C.  was  married  to  Miss  Nell  C;  Tunison,  of  Fayette, 
and  is  the  business  partner  of  our  subject;  they 
have  two  children — Ray  and  Benjamin.  Albert  N. 
is  unmarried,  and  is  at  present  located  in  California. 

^I^_^  ON.  JOSEPH  R.  BUFFINGTON,  M.  D. 
ijlj!  Among  the  disciples  of  p;sculapius  who  in 
1^)-^  this  century  have  graced  the  profession,  few 
(^^  have  been  more  successful  than  Dr.  Buffing- 
ton,  the  popular  physician  of  Libert^'.  He  is  a  son 
of  James  and  Eliza  A.  (Sleeth)  Buffington,  and  was 
born  on  the  5th  of  January,  1840,  six  years  pre- 
vious to  the  admission  of  Iowa  as  a  State.  His 
father  was  a  native  of  Meigs  County,  Ohio,  his 
mother  of  Jackson  County,  W.  Va.  The  former  was 
an  Ohio  River  pilot  for  about  five  years,  and  after 
that  removed  to  Iowa,  and  became  one  of  the  most 
successful  millwrights  of  the  State,  and  erected  quite 
a  number  of  large  mills  in  different  parts  thereof. 
In  earlier  days  he  had  served  an  apprenticeship  at 
cabinet-making,  in  Wheeling,  W.  Va.,  and  found 
frequent  occasion  to  use  the  knowledge  thus  ob- 
tained. From  mill  building  he  gradually  drifted 
into  and  became  extensively  interested  in  the  lum- 
ber trade.     He  is  now  deceased. 

Our  subject  received  his  education  in  the  more 
rudimentary  branches  in  the  common  schools  of  his 
native  State,  and  afterward  supplemented  this  by 
a  full  course  at  Mt.  Pleasant  University,  in  Henry 


County,  Iowa,  from  which  he  was  graduated  in  due 
course  with  honor.  Shortly  after  this  he  began  the 
study  of  medicine,  being  giaduated  in  the  year  1 868, 
from  the  College  of  Physicians,  at  Keokuk.  He 
began  the  practice  of  medicine  in  Liberty  on  the 
3d  of  April,  1881,  and  has  since  that  time  enjoyed 
a  very  large  and  lucrative  business. 

Our  subject's  study  of  medicine  was  interrupted 
by  the  outbreak  of  the  Civil  War,  and  considerably 
delayed,  but  feeling  that  the  welfare  of  the  country 
was  to  be  considered  more  than  his  as  an  individ- 
ual, he  enlisted,  May  16,  1862,  in  Company  F,  25th 
Iowa  Volunteers,  and  served  for  over  three  years. 
In  that  time  he  w.as  in  active  conflict  in  sixty-four 
different  eng.agements,  and  twenty-seven  principal 
battles.  Among  these  were  Sherman's  Landing, 
on  Yazoo  Bottom ;  Arkansas  Post,  Jacksons  Black 
River,  Grand  Gulf,  Atlanta  (siege  of  forty-four 
days),  Jackson  (2d),  Canton,  Tuscumbia, '  Ala. ; 
Lookout  Mountain, Mission  Ridge,  Ringgold,  Ga. ; 
Lebanon,  Ga.;  Resaca,  Kenesaw  Mountain;  Rome, 
Ga. ;  the  battles  of  Atlanta,  the  march  to  the  sea. 
Mill  Creek,  Goldsboro,  and  others. 

The  great  step  in  the  life  of  our  subject,  one 
that  has  perhaps  influenced  it  more  than  any  other, 
not  excepting  his  choice  of  profession  or  enlist- 
ment, was  that  of  his  union  in  marri.age  with  Cyn- 
thia A.  Sargent.  Their  home  was  enriched  by  the 
birth  of  three  children,  who  have  i-eceived  the 
names  of  Flora  E.,  William  Q.  and  George  A. 
Nov.  22,  1881,  Mr.  B.  became  the  husband  of  Josie 
E.  Hickok,  who  is  the  daughter  of  Robert  Mal- 
colm, of  Moline,  111.  To  them  has  been  born  one 
son,  Fred  R.,  Dec.  9,  1882. 

B}'  a  very  large  majority  Dr.  Buffington  was 
elected  to  the  Legislature  in  1884,  and  served  for 
a  period  of  two  j-ears.  Although  no  measure  of  re- 
markable historic  import  was  undertaken  or  passed 
in  that  term,  sufficient  opi)ortunity  was  offered  for 
him  to  manifest  the  many  qualities  possessed  by 
which  he  is  specially  fitted  for  such  work.  He  is  a 
man  of  liberal  thought,  public  spirit  and  quick  in- 
telligence, and  owing  to  these  powers,  his  genial, 
affable  disposition,  his  intimate  knowledge  and  skill 
in  his  profession,  combine  to  make  him  one  of  the 
prominent  citizens  of  Liberty. 

Socially,  our  subject  is  connected  with  the  G.  A. 
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R.  and  also  the  Masonic  fraternity,  and  in  tlie 
latter  has  served  for  a  period  of  six  years  in  the 
Chair  of  the  Worshipful  Master.  During  tliat  time 
the  lodge  over  which  he  presided  wa^hioted  because 
of  its  working  efficiency  and  good  discipline.  The 
Doctor  has  also  given  much  attention  to  the  politi- 
cal questions  of  the  day,  and  consistently  supports 
and  advocates  the  cause  of  the  Republican  party. 


EBERHART  ALBERT  in  the  fall  of  1874 
set  sail  from  his  native  Germany,  and  soon 
after  reaching  New  York  City  made  his  way 
directly  westward  to  this  county.  Here  he  has 
since  remained,  and  is  thus  entitled  to  be  numbered 
among  its  pioneer  residents.  He  owns  and  occupies 
a  fine  farm  of  240  acres  on  section  25,  Clatonia 
Township,  where  he  has  erected  good  buildings,  and 
in  all  ways  distinguished  himself  as  an  enterprising 
aud  industrious  citizen.  He  is  known  far  and  wide, 
and  just  as  thoroughly  esteemed  as  he  is  known. 

Our  subject  was  born  in  Germany,  Oct.  23,  1 847, 
and  is  the  third  son  of  David  and  Mary  Albert. 
He  received  a  good  education  in  his  native  tongue, 
and  was  carefully  trained  in  those  habits  of  industry 
and  economy  wljich  have  been  the  secret  of  his 
success  in  life.  Upon  coming  to  this  county  he 
purchased  eightj-  acres  of  land  from  the  Burlington 
&  Missouri  River  Railroad  Company,  for  which  he 
paid  So  per  acre.  He  met  with  success  in  his  labors 
of  tilling  the  soil,  and  invested  his  surplus  cfTpital 
in  additional  land,  all  of  which  he  brought  to  a 
good  state  of  cultivation.  Six  years  before  leaving 
his  native  country  he  was  united  in  marriage  with 
Miss  MaryElsha,  and  to  them  there  have  been  born 
seven  children,  namely:  Lena,  the  wife  of  William 
Brinkmej-er,  of  Clatonia  Township ;  Charles,  Louisa, 
Sophia,  Ella,  Emma  and  Henry,  all  at  home  with  their 
parents.  The  land  which  Mr.  Albert  secured  at  that 
early  day,  it  is  hardly  necessary  to  say,  was  in  its 
primitive  condition,  and  he  began  at  first  principles 
in  the  rearing  of  a  homestead".  He  has  now  a  goodly 
assortment  of  live  stock,  and  the  machiner3'  nec- 
essary for  his  convenience  and  profit.  He  identified 
himself  with  the  Republican  i^arty  upon  becoming 
a  naturalized  citizen,  and  is  a  member  in  good  stand- 


ing of  the  German  Methodist  Eiiiscopal  Church  and 
Superintendent  of  the  Sund.iy-school.  In  his  dis- 
trict he  has  served  as  School  Treasurer  three  years. 
As  a  tj'pical  representative  of  the  sturdy,  intelli- 
gent and  fearless  German  pioneer,  he  takes  a  place 
in  the  front  ranks,  and  has  contributed  in  a  marked 
degree  to  the  development  of  Clatonia  Townshlj). 
He  has  watched  its  progress  and  prosperity  with 
genuine  interest,  encouraging  in  a  substantial  man- 
ner those  projects  tending  to  the  welfare  of  its 
people. 

Mrs.  Albert  is  in  all  respects  the  suitable  com- 
panion of  such  a  man  as  her  husband,  being  ener- 
getic, intelligent  and  industrious,  and  to  her  is  no 
small  credit  due  for  his  success  in  life.  She  has 
stimulated  him  'to  his  best  efforts,  and  proved  a 
most  wise  and  affectionate  mother  to  her  children. 
In  the  respect  and  esteem  of  the  community  she 
stands  equal  to  her  husband,  aud  there  is  no  pleas- 
anter  resort  in  this  locality  than  the  hospitable  home 
of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Albert. 


br 


SCHRODER  is  regarded  by  his  nelgh- 
as  a  man  of  sterling  worth  and  exem- 
y  conduct,  who  maj'  review  his  past  life 
and  feel  gratified  that  it  has  been  so  well  spent  and 
so  honorable.  He  was  born  in  Prussia,  near  Bre- 
men, on  the  1st  of  May,  1818,  of  which  country 
his  parents,  Henry  and  Elizabeth,  were  also  na- 
tives. His  father  was  a  shepherd,  and  the  family' 
circumstances  were  but  lowly,  so  that  our  subject 
began  to  rely  upon  himself  for  his  daily  needs  when 
only  a  boy  of  seven.  He  worked  in  the  employ  of 
neighboring  farmers,  and  was  able  to  receive  but  a 
limited  education,  because  of  the  slender  family 
resources.  His  parents  were  devout  members  of 
the  Lutheran  Churcl;,  and  early  instructed  him  in  the 
truths  of  their  religion,  so  that  wlien  he  w.as  four- 
teen years  old  he  received  his  confirmation  in  the 
church. 

Our  sul)ject  had  early  made  uj)  his  mind  to  come 
to  America,  but  he  did  not  allow  his  desires  to  in- 
terfere with  tlie  strict  and  careful  jjorformanco  of 
Ills  iaiiors,   by   liis    integrity   and    industry    gaining 
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the  confidence  and  good  wishes  of  his  employer, 
who  became  interested  in  his  welfare.  Finding 
that  he  wished  to  leave  his  native  country  to  try 
his  fortunes  in  a  land  which  offered  great  induce- 
ments, his  employer  advanced  sufficient  money  to 
pay  his  fare  on  the  voyage,  and  on  the  1st  of  Au- 
gust, 1836,  he  boarded  the  "Paulina,"  which  sailed 
from  Bremerhaven,  and  was  tossed  about  on  the 
waves  forty-two  days.  He  landed  at  New  York  on 
the  11th  of  September,  and  having  but  fifty  cents 
left  after  paying  his  fare,  he  at  once  engaged  in 
work,  choosing  first  to  clerk  in  a  mercantile  house. 
His  honesty  and  genial  manner  soon  gained  for  him 
kind  friends,  who  greatly  relieved  his  social  wants, 
and  he  remained  in  the  mercantile  house  for  two 
years,  after  which  he  started  in  business  for  him- 
self, but  did  not  meet  with  good  success. 

Our  subject  next  engaged  as  a  drayman  for  a 
mahogany  sawmill  in  Pittsburgh,  Pa.,  where  he  re- 
mained for  a  long  time,  during  which  he  was  mar- 
ried to  Miss  Elvira  Miller.  Mrs.  Schroder  was 
born  in  New  Jersey  in  1823,  and  after  her  marriage 
with  our  subject  they  made  their  home  in  New 
lorkCity  until  about  the  close  of  the  war,  when 
they  removed  to  Bureau  County,  111.  They  rented 
a  farm  of  240  acres  and  prospered  well,  so  that  in 
1871  they  moved  to  Missouri  and  bought  a  farm. 
But  there  they  met  with  financial  reverses,  and 
sickness  overtook  them,  which  wasted  their  means, 
and  when  they  came  to  this  State  they  had  but 
$300  left  of  the  snug  little  fortune  which  they  had 
accumulated. 

On  arrival  here  our  subject  and  wife  took  eighty 
acres  of  land  on  a  school  lease,  and  again  the  tide 
turned.  They  prospered  well  and  have  accumu- 
lated quite  a  competence,  which  enables  them  to 
surround  themselves  with  comforts  and  luxuries. 
Our  subject's  son  since  purchased  160  acres  on  the 
Pawnee  Reservation,  and  eighty  acres  on  section 
16,  just  north  of  his  first  claim.  Mr.  Schroder  has 
done  well,  financially,  and  through  his  integrity  and 
genialitj'  has  drawn  around  him  a  host  of  warm  and 
lasting  friends.  He  became  naturalized  as  soon  as 
the  Constitution  permitted,  and  has  become  one  of 
the  best  citizens,  seeking  to  advance  the  interests 
of  his  community  socially,  educationally  and  relig- 
iouslj'.     He  and  his  wife  are  esteemed  members  of 


the  Presbyterian  Church,  of  Beatrice,  and  he  has 
helped  to  build  the  Methodist  Episcbpal  Church,  of 
Holmesville. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Schroder  have  become  the  parents 
of  eight  children,  named  George,  Hester,  Lemuel, 
Ella,  Lottie,  Freddie,  Johnny  and  an  infant,  the  three 
last  named  dying  in  infancy.  George  grew  to 
manhood,  and  enlisted  in  the  61st  Illinois  Infantry, 
serving  during  the  last  year  of  the  war. 

While  our  subject  is  a  member  of  the  Republican 
part}'  in  politics,  he  strongly  advocates  the  policy 
of  the  Prohibition  party,  and  is  in  favor  of  tem- 
perance, or  total  abstinence  from  the  use  of  intoxi- 
cating beverages.  He  has  never  regretted  his  com- 
ing to  America,  and  the  people  of  his  community 
are  proud  to  number  him  among  their  friends. 

JOHN  N.  STEELE.  Lying  on  section  3,  in 
Holt  Township,  is  one  of  the  model  farms  of 
this  county,  and  one  of  its  most  attractive 
homes,  the  property  of  the  subject  of  this 
sketch.  It  indicates  in  all  its  surroundings  the  ex- 
istence of  cultivated  tastes  and  ample  means,  and 
the  residence  of  those  whose  lives  have  been  good 
and  useful,  and  who  have  exerted  a  refining  and 
healthy  influence  upon  those  with  whom  they  have 
been  associated.  The  Steele  family  is  one  of  the 
most  widely  and  favorably  known  in  this  section, 
and  the  estate  one  of  the  most  desirable  in  Gage 
County. 

The  sul;)ject  of  this  sketch  was  born  in  South 
Salem,  Ross  Co.,  Ohio,  Oct.  6,  1823,  and  acquired 
his  education  in  the  district  school.  In  1850  he 
married  a  lady  who  was  born  in  "Warren  County, 
Ky.,  Oct.  29,  1828.  The  father  of  Mrs.  Steele  was 
a  native  of  Virginia,  and  the  mother  of  Blooming- 
burg,  Fayette  Co.,  Ohio.  They  migrated  to  Illi- 
nois in  1840,  settling  in  Hennepin,  Putnam  County, 
where  the  father  carried  on  general  merchandising 
and  also  held  the  oflBce  of  Sheriff  a  number  of  years. 
He  was  finally  elected  to  the  State  Legislature,  and 
for  many  years  continued  active  in  public  affairs. 
The  mother  died  wheii  comparatively  a  young 
woman,  in  1844,  at  the  age  of  thirty-nine  years.  The 
household  circle  included  seven  children,  namely: 
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William,  Fulton,  Martha  J.,  James,  Jolin,  Maiy  and 
Artie. 

Mrs.  Steele  was  a  young  girl  twelve  years  of  age 
when  her  parents  removed  from  Kentucky  to  Illi- 
nois. She  for  a  time  attended  the  common  school 
and  completed  her  studies  in  South  Salem  Acad- 
emJ^  She  received  careful  home  training,  and  re- 
mained with  her  parents  until  her  marriage.  Soon 
after  their  wedded  life  began  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Steele 
moved  into  a  snug  dwelling  in  South  Salem,  where 
Mr.  S.  engaged  in  the  dry-goods  trade  until  1854, 
when  he  sold  out,  and  removing  to  Illinois  engaged 
in  farming  until  after  the  outbreak  of  the  Civil 
War.  He  watched  the  couflict  until  the  year  follow- 
ing, then  laid  aside  his  personal  interests  to  proffer 
his  services  in  support  of  the  Union,  enlisting  in 
Company  E,  4th  Illinois  Cavahy,  for  three  years, 
or  during  the  war.  Such  were  the  privations  and 
hardships  which  he  endured  that  his  health  began  to 
fail,  and  at  the  end  of  two  years  he  was  obliged  to 
accept  his  honorable  discharge.  The  faithful  wife 
and  mother  at  home  had  in  the  meantime  suffered 
the  utmost  anxiety,  not  only  on  account  of  her 
husband,  but  her  four  brothers  who  were  fighting  the 
battles  of  union  and  freedom.  One  brother  was 
a  Colonel  and  an  officer  held  in  high  esteem  on 
account  of  his  bravery  and  fidelity  to  dut}'. 

After  his  return  from  the  army  Mr.  Steele  resided 
in  Ohio  until  the  close  of  1873.  In  Januar}',  1874, 
resolving  upon  a  change  of  location,  he  disposed  of 
his  property  interests  in  the  Buckeye  State  and 
came  with  his  family  to  Nebraska.  He  purchased 
land  in  Holt  Township,  this  county,  and  struggled 
through  many  difficulties  and  drawbacks  in  the 
development  of  his  farm  and  the  building  up  of  a 
comfortable  homestead.  His  labors  were  greatly 
prospered,  as  a  glance  at  the  handsome  and  com- 
fortable home  of  the  Steeles  at  once  indicates. 

To  our  subject  and  his  estimable  wife  there  have 
been  born  seven  children,  namely:  Artie,  Alice, 
Annie,  Harry,  Wardlaw  and  Minnie  (twins),  and 
Pattie.  The  eldest  daughter  is  the  wife  of  Robert 
Henderson,  a  resident  of  this  State,  an<l  they  have 
five  children;  Alice  married  Charles  Harnes,  a  car- 
penter by  trade  ;  she  is  the  mother  of  two  children — 
Ralph  and  Lyle.  They  are  residents  of  Auburn, 
Nemaha  County.   Annie  is  the  wife  of  John  Mosler, 


a  mechanical  engineer,  and  they  reside  in  San  Mateo 
County,  Cal.;  they  have  one  chihl,  a  daughter.  Kit- 
tie.  Harry  is  married,  and  is  a  prominent  railroad 
man  residing  in  Sacramento,  Cal. ;  he  has  one  child, 
a  son,  Eddie.  Wardlaw  is  occupying  a  homestead 
chiim  in  Kansas,  and  is  unmarried;  Minnie  is  the 
wife  of  George  Jackson,  of  Holt  Township,  this 
county,  and  the  mother  of  two  children — Gertie  and 
Edna;  Fattie  is  at  home  with  her  parents. 

The  Steele  property  includes  IGO  acres  of  good 
land,  with  a  comfortable  frame  house,  a  fine  orchard, 
a  goodly  assortment  of  live  stock,  improved  farm 
machinery,  and  the  other  appliances  indicative  of 
the  progressive  agriculturist.  Both  our  subject  and 
his  estimable  wife  are  members  in  good  standing  of 
the  Congregational  Church  at  Cortland.  Mr.  Steele, 
politically,  is  a  stanch  Republican.  Mrs.  S.  is  a  lady 
of  great  refinement  and  intelligence,  and  became 
acquainted  with  her  husband  while  they  were  attend- 
ing college.  Their  children  form  a  bright  and  in- 
teresting group,  who  have  been  carefully  educated 
and  are  well  fitted  for  the  honored  stations  which 
they  will  ever  occupy  in  life. 


|F.  ON.  ALBERT  H.  BABCOCK,  ex-member  of 
|ljjlj  the  Nebraska  Legislature,  one  of  the  leading 
!i^^  lawyers  of  Southeastern  Nebraska,  and  a  resi- 
le dent  of  Beatrice,  was  born  near  the  city  of 
Bath,  Steuben  Co.,  N.  Y.,  June  4,  1836.  The 
family  of  his  parents,  John  S.  and  Jane  H.  (Flem- 
ing) Babcock,  consisted  of  two  sons  and  one  daugh- 
ter, of  whom  Albert  H.  was  the  eldest,  and  all  of 
whom  are  living.  John  S.  Babcock  is  also  a  native 
of  the  Empire  State,  a  blacksmith  by  trade,  and 
with  his  excellent  wife  is  still  living,  their  home 
now  being  in  Monroe  County,  Mich. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  when  an  infant  of 
six  weeks  was  taken  by  his  parents  from  his  native 
State  to  Michigan,  they  settling  among  the  pioneers 
of  Monroe  County.  There  he  was  reared  to  man- 
hood, pursuing  his  studies  first  at  Dundee  and  later 
in  the  seminary  at  Ypsilanti,  where  he  was  prepared 
for  college.  He  then  entered  the  law  department 
of  the  Mid  igan  Slate  I.Tniversity,  at  Ann  Arbor, 
where  he  took  a  full  course,  and  at  tlie  expiration 
■» 
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of  this  time  the  outbreak  of  the  Civil  War  furnished 
unlooked-for  emplojment.  Entering  the  service 
of  his  country,  in  Company  H,  18th  Michigan  In- 
fantry, he  was  soon  made  First  Lieutenant,  and 
was  subsequently  promoted  to  Captain,  his  regi- 
ment being  assigned  to  duty  around  the  city  of 
Covington,  Ky.,'  resisting  the  enemy  under  Gen. 
Kirby  Smith.  When  tl)e  necessity  for  their  pres- 
ence there  had  ceased  the  regiment  received  march- 
ing orders  for  Lexington,  Kj'.,  and  at  that  point 
went  into  winter  quarters.  The  following  spring 
occurred  the  Morgan  raid,  and  the  regiment  of 
Capt.  Babcock  was  assigned  to  garrison  duty  for 
a  time.  Thence  they  proceeded  to  Nashville,  Tenn., 
where  our  subject  was  on  provost  duty  one  year, 
and  they  were  next  assigned  to  Decatur,  Ala., 
where  llie^'  were  attacked  and  repulsed  by  Hood's 
army  in  a  siege  of  four  days,  the  Union  forces  being 
under  command  of  Gen.  R.  b.  Granger.  During 
the  fight  at  Nashville  Capt.  Babcock  was  sent  to 
hold  Stevenson,  Ala.  Breckinridge  was  then  at- 
tempting to  cut  off  their  supplies  at  Chattanooga, 
Leaving  Nashville  Ihe^^  were  ordered  to  Huntsville, 
Ala.,  where  Capt.  B.  was  constituted  Provost  Mar- 
shal of  the  Northern  District  of  Alabama,  on  the 
staff  of  Gen.  Granger,  and  was  thus  occupied  until 
the  close  of  the  war,  being  mustered  out  in  July, 
1865. 

Our  subject  now  returned  to  Ann  Arbor,  Mich., 
and  in  the  State  University  completed  his  law 
course,  being  graduated  in  the  class  of  '68.  Soon 
afterward,  coming  to  Nebraska,  he  located  in  Paw- 
nee City,  where  he  commenced  the  practice  of 
his  profession.  In  the  fall  of  1873  he  was  elected 
a  member  of  the  Legislature  from  Pawnee  County, 
serving  the  sessions  of  1873-74.  He  continued 
iiis  residence  in  Pawnee  City  until  1879,  then  re- 
moved to  Beatrice,  where  he  has  since  built  up  a 
good  business,  practicing  in  the  District,  State  and 
Federal  Courts. 

Capt.  Babcock  was  married.  May  6,  1880,  to  Miss 
Jeanette  DuBois,  the  wedding  taking  place  at  the 
home  of  the  bride  in  Pawnee  City.  Mrs.  B.  was  a 
resident  of  Atlanta,  Ga..  and  at  the  time  of  making 
acquaintance  with  our  subject  was  visiting  friends 
in  Pawnee  Cit}'.  She  was  born  in  Madison,  Fla., 
March  17,   1856,  and    is    the   daughter  of    Col.  L. 


W.  and  Lavina  (Tarrant)  DuBois.  Of  this  union 
there  have  been  born  a  son  and  daughter — Laura 
E.  and  Eugene.  Mr.  B.  is  a  member  of  Pawnee 
Lodge,  A.  F.  <fe  A.  M.,  also  of  Blue  Lodge,  Chapter 
and  Council.     In  politics  he  is  a  Republican. 


EILAS  L.  MORRIS.  In  this  sketch  it  will  be 
endeavored  succinctly  to  present  to  the 
reader  some  of  the  more  salient  features  in 
the  life  of  the  present  Supervisor  of  Grant 
Township,  whose  home  is  situated  on  section  24. 
where  he  owns  and  operates  a  farm  of  some  eighty 
acres  in  extent,  nearly  the  whole  of  which  he  has  in 
a  good  state  of  cultivation,  and  which  is  provided 
with  a  fairly  good  set  of  the  buildings  needed  in 
connection  therewith. 

Our  subject  has  been  a  resident  of  Granb  Town- 
ship for  about  thirteen  years,  and  before  making 
his  home  on  section  "24  resided  on  section  3,  where 
he  located  in  1876.  when  the  land  was  in  its  original 
wild  and  uncultivated  condition.  He  made  some 
improvements  tliere,  but  finding  a  good  purchaser 
sold  it  in  order  to  transfer  his  interest  to  his  present 
property. 

Mr.  Morris  is  a  native  of  Ohio,  and  was  born  in 
Portage  County,  that  State,  on  the  28th  of  January, 
1829.  He  was  a  mere  child  when  his  father,  John 
Morris,  removed  to  Geauga  County  of  the  same 
State.  The  memory  of  his  childhood,  his  school 
days  and  early  manhood,  is  supplied  from  this 
source,  for  there  he  made  his  home  until  he  came 
of  .ige,  acquiring  somewhat  thoroughly  the  branches 
of  a  practical  English  education,  and  then  began  at 
the  lowest  round  of  the  ladder  of  farming,  gradu- 
ally making  his  way  to  his  present  position. 

In  Munson,  Geauga  Co.,  Ohio,  our  subject  was 
united  in  marriage  with  Annette  Warner,  who  was 
a  native  of  that  place,  and  was  born  Dec.  13,  1837. 
Her  father  was  a  pi-actical,  well-read  farmer,  and 
her  life  was  spent  upon  the  farm,  for  she  was  brought 
up  at  liome,  and  continued  to  reside  with  her  p.ar- 
ents  until  her  marriage.  This  union  has  resulted  in 
the  birth  of  four  children,  viz:  Charles  L.,  now  the 
husband  of  Alice  Kinzie,  and  a  farmer  in  Grant 
Township;  Altha,  the  wife  of  Marion  Gaston,  and 
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residing  neiir  Beatrice;  Sadie  L.,  now  l\Irs.  Heiirj' 
Gill,  whose  home  is  in  Colorado,  and  Frank  S., 
married  to  Minna  McChire,  of  Indianapolis;  they 
live  in  York  County,  this  State,  where  this  son  has 
a  lucrative  practice  as  a  physician  and  surgeon. 

With  the  exception  of  about  three  years  our  sub- 
ject has  been  occupied  as  a  farmer  all  his  life.  For 
about  eight  years  prior  to  his  settlement  in  Ne- 
braska he  was  a  resident  of  Miller  County,  Mo. 
Mr.  Morris  has  worthily  fliled  the  offices  of  Town- 
ship Treasurer  and  Justice  of  the  Peace,  in  addition 
to  that  now  held  bj'  him.  He  has  been  a  stanch 
adherent  of  the  Republican  part3'  for  many  3'ears, 
and  will  doubtless  so  continue.  His  connection 
with  the  I.  O.  O.  F.  is  at  once  lengtliy  and  honor- 
able, and  at  present  he  is  a  member  of  Lodge  No. 
103,  of  DeWitt.  and  has  filled  all  the  chairs,  includ- 
ing that  of  the  Noble  Grand;  he  is  also  a  member 
of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  this  State,  and  Deputy 
Grand  JMaster  of  this  district.  He  has  been  in  all 
the  relations  of  life  a  man  worthy  of  the  confidence 
and  esteem  of  his  fellows. 

A  fine  lithographic  view  of  the  Morris  farm  will 
be  found  on  another  page.  Not  onlj"  does  it  assist 
in  the  embellishment  of  the  Album  of  GageCount}-, 
but  is  one  of  the  attractive  features  of  the  land- 
scape of  Grant  Township. 

IjL^ON.  NATHAN  BLAKE  LY.  The  farming 
\w  jij  and  business  interests  of  Southern  Nebraska 
■^^  lifve  found  no  more  enterprising  and  capa- 
(^  ble  exponent  than  the  subject  of  this  sketch, 
who  has  aided  materially  in  the  cultivation  and  de- 
velopment of  one  of  the  richest  sections  of  the  great 
country  lying  west  of  the  Mississippi.  A  native  of 
Litchfield  County,  Conn.,  he  was  born  in  the  town 
of  Roxbury,  July  25,  1824,  and  was  the  youngest 
in  a  family  of  four  children,  the  offspring  of  Daniel 
and  Lovina  (Chatfleld)  Blakely,  who  were  also  na- 
tives of  Connecticut,  and  descended  from  English 
ancestry. 

Daniel  Blakely,  the  paternal  grandfather  of  our 
subject,  was  a  farmer  b}'  occupation,  and  spent  all 
of  his  life  in  Connecticut,  dying  in  Roxbury,  Litch- 
field County,  at  an  advanced  age.     Daniel  Blakely, 


following  in  the  footsteps  of  his  father,  pursued  the 
occupation  of  an  agriculturist.  The  eldest  brother 
of  Nathan  died  when  a  lad ;  the  mother  and  an  only 
sister  died  in  Roxbury,  Conn.,  in  IH3!).  The  father 
in  1855  came  west  to  Iowa,  settling  in  Hardin 
County,  where  his  death  took  i)lace  in  February, 
1  8(;  1 ,  being  seventy-six  years  old.  He  was  a  strong 
Abolitionist,  and  as  the  exponent  of  Free-Soil 
doctrines  voted  in  1844  for  the  Abolition  candi- 
date, James  G.  Birney,  for  President.  In  1848  he 
voted  for  Van  Buren,  in  1852  for  John  P.  Ilalci 
and  in  1S5G  for  John  C.  Fremont.  His  Last  Presi- 
dential vote,  in  1860,  was  given  to  Abraham  Lin- 
coln. 

Nathan  Blakely  acquired  iiis  early  educaliDii  in 
the  district  school,  which  he  attended  until  fif- 
teen years  of  age,  mosti}'  during  the  winter  sea- 
son, being  employed  upon  the  farm  in  summer. 
Later  he  was  a  student  at  Roxbury  Academy', 
where  he  studied  two  winters,  and  then  commenced 
teaching,  receiving  for  his  services  the  munificent 
salary  of  810  per  month  for  his  first  school,  and 
boarded  around  among  the  scholars;  this  school  was 
in  Westchester  County,  N.  Y.,  in  a  neighborhood 
called  '"Mount  Airy,"  about  two  miles  east  of  the 
Hudson  River,  about  an  equal  distance  from  Peek- 
skill  and  Sing  Sing.  He  taught  the  same  school  the 
succeeding  fall  and  winter,  his  salary  being  advanced 
to  $12  per  m(mth.  This  was  thought  by  some  of 
the  patrons  of  the  school  to  be  excessive,  and  more 
than  an^^  "schoolmaster"  could  earn.  In  the  spring 
of  1846  he  migrated  to  Monmouth  County,  N.  J., 
where  he  followed  teaching  until  1  852,  otliciating  as 
tutor  nine  terms  at  the  now  celelirated  summer  re- 
sort, Long  Branch. 

In  the  spring  of  1852  Mr.  Blakely,  resolving  upon 
a  change  of  occui)ation,  returned  to  his  native 
State,  and  in  compan}-  with  W.  S.  Waterbury,  ])ur- 
chased  the  Derby  Journal  at  Birmingham,  Conn., 
which  they  conducted  together  until  the  fall  of 
1853.  Mr.  Blakely  then  disposed  of  his  interest  to 
his  partner,  and  in  December  of  the  same  year, 
in  company  with  J.  E.  Barnes,  a  friend  and  former 
teacher  in  New  Jersey,  started  for  Chicago,  111.,  and 
the  following  winter  taught  a  district  school  near 
the  preseut  site  of  Riverside,  a  few  miles  from  Chi- 
cago.    At  the  close    of    this   engagement    he   nii- 
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grated  to  Newton,  Iowa,  there  bought  land,  but 
subsequently  bouglit  land  and  moved  to  Hardin 
County,  Iowa,  but  spent  the  following  summer  in 
the  vicinity  of  Newton,  where  he  made  his  first  pur- 
chase of  land.  He  returned  to  Ciiicago  in  the  fall 
of  18,54,  and  resumed  teaching  in  the  school  he  va- 
cated the  previous  spring,  and  in  the  spring  of  1855, 
in  comi)any  with  his  brother,  who  had  just  arrived 
from  Connecticut,  and  his  friend  Barnes,  'eft  for 
Hardin  County.  Iowa,  to  impr^jve  their  lands.  At 
tliis  time  the  railroad  was  only  completed  to  Ga- 
lena; thence  they  went  by  steamboat  to  Dubuque, 
then  by  stage  and  private  conveyance  to  Eldora,  in 
Hardin  Countj^ 

About  this  time  reports  were  heard  about  S])irit 
Lake,  said  to  be  150  or  200  miles  northwest,  in 
Dickinson  County,  Iowa,  near  the  State  line.  It 
was  said  to  be  a  very  large  lake,  mostly  surrounded 
by  a  large  body  of  fine  timber.  This  land  was  all 
in  market,  and  subject  to  entry  ^t  $1.25  per  acre, 
prairie  lands  being  considered  high  in  Hardin 
County  at  $2.50  and  $3  per  acre,  and  timber  from 
$3  to  $10.  The  prospect  of  "wealth"  (vas  too  per- 
ceptible to  be  ignored,  and  they  decided  to  get  a 
couple  of  thousand  acres  of  the  cream  of  that  sec- 
tion, and  in  August  the  trio  leaded  a  wagon  with  a 
tent,  a  barrel  of  sugar,  a  sack  of  cofifee,  a  chest  of 
tea,  haras  and  bacon,  flour  and  meal,  besides  other 
articles  necessary  to  put  up  cabins  and  make  their 
homes  in  that  wild  and  uusettled  paH  of  the  State, 
and  with  two  yoke  of  oxen,  and  one  cow,  with  dogs, 
guns  and  revolvers,  left  Hardin  County  for  the 
"pi-omised  land."  No  trouble  appeared  until  be- 
yond the  reach  of  settlements.  Then  there  were  no 
roads,  and  ponds,  marshes  and  ravines  were  dail}' 
encountered,  and  travel  accordingly  slow,  so  that 
Spirit  Lake  was  not  reached  until  in  October.  The 
frost  had  killed  the  grass,  and  it  was  unfit  to  put  up 
for  hay;  two  of  the  partj^  were  suffering  with  the 
ague  and  could  do  nothing  but  eat.  The  bright 
pictui'e  of  imagination  of  a  few  months  before  had 
rapidly  vanished.  The  ague  left  two  of  the  party 
so  weak  they  could  not  travel  to  find  out  the  num- 
bers of  the  land,  or  hunt  up  the  corners,  and  after 
camping  two  nights  on  the  margin  of  this  lovely 
lake,  decided  to  retrace  their  steps  to  Hardin 
County  and  leave  all  of  the  "wealth"  to  their  fol- 


lowers, whoever  they  might  be.  Those  followers, 
numbering  several  families,  settled  around  the  lake 
within  a  year  or  two,  secured  their  lands,  built  their 
cabins  and  opened  up  their  farms,  when  the  Indians 
appeared  and  massacred  most  of  the  settlers,  some 
thirty  in  number. 

The  severity  of  the  winters  of  1855-56  and 
1856-57  led  Mr.  Blakely  to  the  conclusion  that 
the  climate  of  the  Hawkeye  State  would  not  be 
altogether  favorable  to  his  health  and  comfort,  and 
he  accordingly,  as  soon  as  practicable,  sought  the 
milder  atmosphere  of  Southern  Nebraska.  He  ar- 
rived at  Beatrice  on  the  17th  of  Jul}',  1857,  at  a 
period  in  the  historj'  of  this  now  flourishing  town 
when  it  could  not  boast  of  even  a  log  cabin,  al- 
though one  had  been  commenced  bj'  Pap  Towle. 
A  few  days  after  his  arrival  Mr.  Blakely  took  up  a 
Government  claim  two  miles  up  the  river,  upon 
which  he  operated  until  the  spring  of  1805,  eng.ag- 
ing  in  freighting  and  farming  combined. 

Mr.  Blakel.y  upon  leaving  his  farm  purchased  a 
half-interest  in  the  store  of  D.  Latham,  at  Beatrice, 
and  for  the  space  of  four  years  conducted  a  mer- 
cantile business;  in  1867  he  purchased  Mr.  Latham's 
interest  in  the  store,  and  in  1868  formed  a  partner- 
ship with  Reynolds  &  Townsend,  the  firm  being 
Blakelj',  Reynolds  &  Co.  In  the  summer  of  1869 
he  disposed  of  his  interest  in  the  business  to  his 
partners,  and  in  1872  he  associated  himself  with 
E.  M.  Hill,  in  general    merchandising,  until   1875. 

In  addition  to  his  extensive  business  transactions 
Mr.  Blakely  has  always  maintained  a  lively  interest 
in  the  affairs  of  his  adopted  count3',  and  in  1858 
was  elected  County  Clerk,  serving  so  acceptably 
that  he  was  re-elected  the  following  year.  In  1861 
he  was  chosen  to  represent  this  county  in  the  Terri- 
torial Legislature,  the  district  being  composed  of 
the  counties  of  Gage,  Johnson,  Clay  and  Jones, 
now  Jefferson.  In  1866  he  was  again  elected  Rep- 
resentative, the  Legislature'  meeting  in  Omaha,  for 
the  purpose  of  adopting  the  Constitution  for  the 
State,  and  of  electing  two  United  States  Senators. 
Mr.  Blakelj'  voted  in  caucus  for  T.  W.  Tipton  and 
A.  S.  Paddock.  Tipton  and  Thaj'er  received  the 
nomination  and  election. 

Mr.  Blakely  in  1868  was  again  elected  to  the 
Legislature,   attending    the    first  session    held    at 
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Lincoln.  The  year  following  he  was  appointed  Re- 
ceiver of  the  United  States  Land  Office,  by  Presi- 
dent Grant,  assuming  charge  of  the  office  on  the 
1st  of  October,  and  which  he  held  until  Oct.  1, 
1875.  Of  the  manner  in  which  he  discharged  his 
duties,  the  Beatrice  Eijn-ess,  dated  October  7  of  that 
year,  ]\L  A.  Brown,  editor  and  proprietor,  speaks  as 
follows : 

'•Hon.  Nathan  Blakely  entered  upon  the  discharge 
of  his  duties  as  Receiver  of  the  United  States  Laud 
Office  at  this  place  Oct.  1,  18C9.  On  the  1st  of 
October,  1875,  he  stepped  down  and  out,  Hon.  R. 
B.  Harrington  having  been  appointed  to  the  office. 
It  will  be  seen  that  he  had  filled  the  important  posi- 
tion of  receiver  of  public  moneys  for  precisely 
six  years.  During  that  time  he  had  received  and 
turned  over  to  the  Government  $625,013.24,  and 
when  he  closed  his  official  labors  his  accounts  were 
found  to  be  correct  to  the  cent.  In  these  days  of 
defalcation  and  dishonesty  no  higher  encomium 
can  be  paid  to  a  retiring  officer  than  to  say  'his  ac- 
counts were  found  correct,  and  he  had  the  money 
on  hand  to  balance.'  " 

But,  notwithstanding  the  large  amount  handled 
b}'  Mr.  Blakely,  and  his  long  term  of  office,  this 
can  be  truthfully  said  of  him.  At  times  during 
his  six  years'  service  he  had  not  only  an  important 
position  to  fill,  but  also  one  of  dangerous  responsi- 
bility. For  several  years  after  he  took  charge  of 
the  office  there  were  no  banks  in  Beatrice  where  he 
could  deposit  the  money,  nor  was  there  any  rail- 
road or  express  line  connecting  with  this  city  by 
which  he  could  send  the  money  away.  The  Gov- 
ernment required  him  to  make  monthly  deposits  at 
Omaha.  In  order  to  get  the  money  to  the  river 
he  would  hire  his  ijrother  to  take  it  to  the  bank  of 
John  L.  Carson,  at  Brownville,  which  required 
sixty-five  miles  of  staging;  at  times  Mr.  Blakelj-'s 
brother  AVilliam  has  staged  it  to  Brownville  with 
strangers,  and  about  $60,000  in  his  jjocket.  We 
know  Mr.  Blakelj'  has  plenty  of  nerve,  but  we 
are  of  the  opinion  he  felt  easier  when  he  had  Mr. 
Carson's  certificate  of  deposit. 

During  the  month  of  June,  1870,  Mr.  Blakely 
took  in  as  Receiver  186,236.09,  and  on  the  13th  of 
the  same  month  the  sum  of  $38,126.31.  These 
were  the  "big  bonanza"  days  of  his  term  of  office. 


We  would  be  glad  to  be  nble  to  give  a  brief  out- 
line of  Mr.  Blakely's  history,  but  except  as  to  the 
above  figures  he  has  not  given  us  any  data  from 
which  to  write  him  ui).  However,  we  learn,  but 
not  from  him,  that  he  has  been  a  teacher,  an  editor, 
h.as  served  several  terms  in  the  Legislature,  has 
been  a  farmer,  merchant,  County  Clerk,  was  gradu- 
ated as  an  ox-driver  (but  we  don't  believe  he  ever 
drove  mules  as  he  doesn't  swear),  has  accumulated 
propert}',  if  we  owned  it  we  would  think  it  to  be 
worth  at  least  $50,000,  but  we  don't,  and  what  is 
best,  he  has  accumulated  it  honestly. 

Mr.  Blakely  is  one  of  the  self-made  men  of  the 
State.  He  came  here  poor,  freighted  over  the  Cali- 
fornia route,  and  by  dint  of  energy  and  honest}'  in 
thisgrasshoppereil  American  desert,  he  has  laid  by  a 
goodly  sum  for  a  rainy  day.  He  is  a  positive  man, 
hence  he  has  warm  friends  and  some  bitter  oppo- 
nents. He  will  stand  by  a  friend  through  thick 
and  thin.  Almost  all  incumbents  of  land-offices 
are  accused  of  resorting  to  ways  that  are  dark  to 
make  a  dollar,  yet  in  this  large  district  no  man  has 
ever  accused  Mr.  Blakely  of  trickery  or  dishonesty. 
We  don't  know  what  business  he  intends  to  engage 
in,  but  wherever  he  is  or  whatever  he  does  he  will  be 
known  as  a  man  of  blunt  honesty,  strict  integrity 
and  undoubted  ability. 

The  marriage  of  Hon.  Nathan  Blakely  and  Miss 
Maggie  C.  Tinkham  was  celebrated  at  the  home  of 
the  bride,  about  two  miles  east  of  Beatrice,  Nov.  9, 
1868,  and  the  young  people  began  the  journey  of 
life  together  in  Beatrice.  Mrs.  Blakely  was  born 
in  Morrow  County,  Ohio,  in  October,  1843,  and  is 
the  second  daughter  of  Rev.  A.  L.  Tinkham,  a 
minister  of  the  Methodist  Ciiurch,  who  came  to  this 
State  in  1860,  settling  in  the  embryo  town  of  Bea- 
trice among  its  earliest  residents.  He  is  yet  liv- 
ing. The  mother  of  Mrs.  Blakely  is  also  living, 
still  residing  at  their  old  homestead,  near  Beatrice. 
To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Blakely  there  were  born  two  sons, 
— Charles  and  Clarence.  The  latter  died  Sept.  21, 
1873,  when  nearly  two  years  old.  Charles  was 
born  Jan.  5,  1870.  He  graduated  from  the  High 
School  in  Beatrice,  in  June,  1888,  and  is  now  a 
student  at  the  Wesleyan  University,  at  Delaware, 
Ohio. 

Mr.  Blakely  has  been  identified   with  the   major- 
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it3'  of  the  enterprises  set  on  foot  for  the  advance- 
ment and  prosperity  of  the  county.  He  is  a  director 
and  stoclvholder  in  the  Beatrice  National  Bank 
and  the  American  Savings  Bank  of  Beatrice,  and 
his  landed  interests  are  quite  large,  most  of  which 
is  under  lease.  The  family  resi^Ace  is  situated  in 
the  southeastern  suburbs  of  the  city,  and  is  a  hand- 
some and  imposing  structure,  constituting  with  its 
surroundings  one  of  the  finest  homes  in  or  near  the 
city. 

Among  the  portraits  of  many  of  the  most  valued 
citizens  of  the  county  given  in  this  volume  may  be 
found  that  of  Mr.  Blakely,  given  on  an  adjoining 
page. 

^ILLIAM  KRAMER  is  an  enterprising  Ger- 
man who  started  in  life  with  the  (>etermin- 
ation  to  make  his  mark  in  the  world,  and 
has  succeeded  in  fulfilling  his  determination  to  such 
an  extent  that  he  may  feel  justly  gratified  because 
of  his  achievements.  His  parents,  Herman  and 
Mary  Kramer,  were  born  in  Hanover,  Germany, 
and  the  father  was  engaged  in  farming  until  the 
time  of  his  death.  The  mother  is  still  living,  and  is 
now  sevent3'-five  years  old.  There  were  seven  chil- 
dren in  their  family,  viz:  Gerhard,  Herman,  Henry, 
Johnny,  an  infant  unnamed,  William  and  Annie. 

Onr  subject  was  born  in  Germany,  on  tlie  24th  of 
June,  1848,  ai^'as  his  father  was  very  comfortably 
situated  in  regard  to  this  world's  goods,  he  received 
the  advantages  of  education  which  might  have 
otherwise  been  denied  him.  His  parents  were  mem- 
bers of  the  German  Lutheran  Church,  and  he  re- 
ceived his  confirmation  at  the  age  of  fouiteen.  He 
early  possessed  a  desire  to  come  to  America,  and 
when  he  was  eighteen  years  old  he  embarked  on  the 
sailing-ship  -'Augusta,"  which  left  Bremen  on  the  4th 
of  September,  and  reached  New  Orleans  after  a 
voyage  of  eleven  weeks  across  the  water.  He  re- 
mained in  St.  Louis  for  one  month,  and  then  went 
to  Washington  County,  111.,  and  lived  there  two 
years,  then  went  to  Menard  County,  111.,  where 
after  a  time  he  married  Miss  Minnie  Sachtleban. 

After  their  marriage,  which  occurred  on  the  18th 
of  March,  1875,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Kramer  rented  a  farm, 
on  which  they  remained  for  eleven  years  and  pros- 


pered well.  In  1  886  they  came  to  Nebraska,  and 
bought  their  present  farm,  consisting  of  240  acres, 
IGO  on  section  3,  and  eighty  acres  on  section  10, 
Nemaha  Township.  Our  subject  has  improved  his 
farm  and  increased  its  value,  until  now  it  presents 
a  fine  appearance  and  is  the  source  of  a  lucrative 
income.  Lie  has  built  an  attractive  looking  and 
commodious  new  house,  set  out  groves  of  trees  and 
various  kinds  of  shrubbery,  and  has  supplied  his 
farm  and  stock  with  water  by  means  of  a  good 
wind-pump.  An  observer  would  scarcely  imagine 
all  of  these  improvements  to  be  possible  from  the 
hands  of  so  recent  a  settler,  but  our  subject  is  ener- 
getic and  enterprising,  as  the  results  of  his  labor 
plainly  indicate. 

The  family  of  our  subject  and  his  wife  includes 
five  bright,  intelligent  children,  whose  names  are 
Annie,  Johnny,  Henry,  Maggie  and  Minnie,  all  of 
whom  are  at  home.  The  parents  are  members  of 
the  German  Lutheran  Church,  and  in  the  time  of 
their  residence  here  they  have  gained  a  large  circle 
of  friends.  Our  subject  takes  an  active  part  in 
matters  pertaining  to  education  as  well  as  those 
pertaining  to  church  and  State.  He  is  a  Democrat 
in  politics,  and  at  present  is  serving  as  School 
Moderator,  his  election  to  that  office  so  soon  after 
his  removal  here  speaking  well  for  his  intelligence 
and  the  favor  with  which  he  has  been  received  by 
the  best  men  of  the  township.  He  received  his 
naturalization  papers  in  1872.  and  in  every  way  is 
a  loyal  citizen  of  his  adopted  country. 


^^^EORGE  R.  FOUKE.  There  are  few  indus- 
ies  that  have  grown  more  rapidly  or  ex- 
tensively than  that  of  house  and  general  fur- 
niture. The  age  has  forever  passed  when  the 
people  will  be  content  with  the  ancient  order  of 
things  in  this  department,  and  even  in  the  Far  West 
in  some  little  claim  shanty  or  sod  house  are  found 
articles  of  furniture  that  for  value,  perfection  of 
work,  and  beauty  of  finish,  would  grace  a  Fifth  ave- 
nue mansion.  Among  the  tradesmen  of  Liberty 
few  are  more  successful  or  have  a  better  knowl- 
edge of  the  minutia  of  their  business  than  has  our 
subject,   who   is   engaged  in   business  as  a  general 
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house  fuinisher  and  implement  dealer.  JMi-.  Foiike 
was  born  in  Hagerstown.  Md..  upon  the  lOth  of 
February,  1853,  to  George  J.  and  Elizabeth  (Neg- 
ley)  Fouke,  the  former  of  whom  was  a  native  of 
Maryland  and  is  now  deceased,  and  the  latter  of 
Franklin  County,  Pa.  Two  uncles  of  our  subject 
were  soldiers  in  the  Mexican  War,  his  uncle  Henry 
serving  as  a  Colonel. 

Our  subject  continued  to  make  his  home  in  his 
native  place  until  he  was  sixteen  years  old.  He 
then  (lecided  to  strike  out  for  himself;  his  father 
thereupon  furnished  him  with  a  ticket  to  San  Fran- 
cisco, and  $20  in  cash;  with  that  he  started  in  life. 
Owing  to  the  ravages  of  war  he  had  little  or  no 
opportunity  to  obtain  an  education,  and  was,  there- 
fore, minus  this  great  help.  He  had  a  brother  and 
uncle  somewhere  in  the  mountains  of  El  Dorado 
County,  and  he  went  to  work  to  locate  them  and 
renew  their  acquaintance.  After  some  time  he  was 
successful  in  his  search,  and  shortly  afterward 
started  out  in  the  endeavor  to  obtain  work.  The 
first  day  he  walked  over  forty  miles,  meeting  only 
failure,  but  the  following  morning  he  found  himself 
in  the  company  of  an  English  sheep-raiser,  John 
Richardson  by  name,  and  with  him  engaged  as  a 
shepherd,  continuing  in  that  employment  several 
months.  After  that  he  was  employed  uiwn  a  farm 
for  about  twenty-seven  months,  and  thence  went  to 
the  Sacramento  Valley  and  drove  a  team,  uniting 
with  this  employment  that  of  farming  for  about 
twenty-seven  months,  at  a  salary  that  ranged  from 
$35  to  $65  a  month.  During  this  time  he  occa- 
sionallj'  attended  school,  usuallj'  at  night,  and  also 
for  a  time  the  school  at  Sacramento  City.  In  the 
fall  of  1877,  owing  to  a  protracted  sickness,,  he  re- 
turned to  Iowa,  stopping  in  Cedar  County,  where  he 
worked  upon  a  farm  for  about  a  year,  and  for  the 
following  five  years  rented  property  in  diffeient 
counties,  farming  upon  his  own  account. 

Our  subject  entered  the  marriage  state  upon  the 
1 1th  of  February,  1879,  and  was  united  with  Emma 
Shaw,  a  daughter  of  Charles  Shaw,  of  Scott  County, 
Iowa.  This  lady  died  in  November,  1881,  leaving 
one  daughter,  who  was  named  Florence.  A  second 
alliance  was  entered  into  on  the  18th  of  December, 
1883,  the  lady  of  his  selection  being  Miss  Sarah 
Wherry,  a  native  of  Guernsey  Connty,  Ohio. 


Our  subject  came  to  Liberty  In  July,  1885,  and 
embarked  in  the  business  of  general  house  furnisher. 
Recognizing  the  need  of  a  reliable  implement  firm, 
the  following  year  he  added  that  department.  In 
1886  he  received  into  partnership  his  nephew,  Da- 
vid Wherry,  his  business  having  grown  so  rapidly 
as  to  demand  some  such  step.  Mr.  Fouke  is  one 
who  realizes  the  march  of  time  and  progress  of  the 
age,  and  endeavors  to  keep  in  the  front  rank  of 
those  who  are  engaged  in  business,  especially  of  his 
particular  calling.  His  religious  connections  are 
with  the  United  Presbyterian  Church,  and  in  this 
communion  he  is  received  as  one  of  its  ablest  sup- 
porters. 
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RS.  REBECCA  (LONG)  PRICE.  This 
estimable  lady  resides  in  Odell,  where  she 
has  a  beautiful  home,  which  she  shares 
with  her  son  and  daughter,  and  in  their, 
pleasant  companionship  she  is  quietly  passing  the 
closing  years  of  a  useful  life,  surrounded  by  every 
comfort  that  heart  could  wish,  enjoying  in  the  high- 
est degree  the  respect  and  esteem  of  a  large  circle 
of  friends,  who  have  been  attracted  to  her  by  her 
many  amiable  qualities.  She  is  the  widow  of  the 
late  lamented  Rev.  AVilliam  B.  Price,  whose  death 
occurred  Nov.  14,  1886.  when  he  was  seemingly 
scarcely  past  the  prime  of  life,  being  but  fifty-one 
years  of  age,  and  iu  the  midst  of  a  busy  and  honor- 
able career  as  an  agriculturist  and  as  a  preacher  in 
the  German  Baptist  Church. 

Mrs.  Price  is  a  native  of  Washington  County, 
Md.,  and  a  daughter  of  Daniel  and  Elizabeth 
(Fridley)  Long.  When  our  suLiject  was  thirteen 
years  of  age,  her  parer)ls  removed  to  Ogle  County, 
III.,  where  they  located,  and  where,  in  1848,  oc- 
curred the  death  of  the  nidlher.  Mrs.  Price  from 
that  time  faithfully  cared  for  her  father's  welfare 
until  his  death  in  1856.  She  still  continued  ti>  re- 
side in  Ogle  County,  and  there,  on  the  17lh  of 
November,  1858,  her  marriage  with  William  B. 
Price  was  solemnized.  He  was  a  native  of  Vir- 
ginia, born  near  Harper's  Ferry,  and  a  son  of  John 
Price,  a  native  of  Virginia,  who  died  iu  Illinois. 

In  1873  Mr.  Price  settled  up  his  affairs  in  Illinois, 
having  decided   to   make  his  home  for  the  future 
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under  the  sunny  skies  of  Nebraska,  to  receive  the 
benefit  of  its  fine  climate  and  the  advantages  of  its 
rich  soil.  On  his  arrival  here  with  his  family  he 
selected  a  suitable  location  near  Beatrice,  and  he 
thus  became  an  early  settler  of  Gage  County.  In 
1882  he  removed  with  his  wife  and  children  to 
Odell,  where  he  purchased  the  100  acres  of  land 
that  forms  the  fine  farm  on  which  his  famil3'  still 
live.  He  erected  a  commodious  house  and  other 
necessary  buildings,  besides  making  other  substan- 
tial improvements.  In  the  pleasant  home  that  he 
thus  secured  to  his  family,  in  the  few  years  given 
him  to  labor  here,  he  laid  down  the  burden  of  life 
one  autumn  day,  and  fell  into  that  dreamless  sleep 
that  knows  no  waking  this  side  of  eternity,  leaving 
a  devoted  wife,  a  son  and  a  daughter  to  hold  his 
memory  in  sacred  remembrance.  His  death  was  a 
severe  blow  to  the  moral  and  material  interests  of 
Odell,  as  he  was  a  public-spirited,  conscientious 
citizen,  and  labored  to  sustain  the  religious  as  well 
as  the  financial  prosperity  of  the  community,  and 
he  was  revered  and  beloved  by  all  who  had  the 
pleasure  of  associating  with  him.  He  was  connected 
with  the  German  Baptist  Church,  in  which  for  ten 
years  he  was  an  earnest  preacher;  he  died  fearless 
and  triumphant  in  the  faith,  and  now,  across  the 
River,  he,  with  the  friends  who  have  gone  before, 
awaits  those  who  have  yet  to  enter  the  Golden 
Gate. 

The  marriage  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Price  was  blessed 
to  them  by  the  birth  of  two  children — Olin  L.  and 
Anna  R.  The  son  manages  the  farm,  keeping  it 
up  to  the  same  liigh  standard  of  cultivation  that  it 
had  attained  under  his  father's  supervision,  and  he 
is  also  quite  successfully  engaged  in  stock-raising. 

Mrs.  Price  is  a  member  of  the  church  in  which 
her  husband  labored  so  long  and  faithfully;  she 
cherishes  his  memory,  and  in  many  ways  forwards 
the  good  work  in  which  he  was  engaged. 

^ .^.^ s~ 


jALTER  T.  GORE    is   well  known   and  has 
built  quite    a    reputation   for  himself  as  a 
W^     general  merchant  and  stock  dealer  of  Lib- 
erty.    His    father,    George    W.  Gore,  is    a  native 
of   Loudoun  County,  Va.,  and   now   a  resident  of 
.^a 


Clarksburg,  in  the  same  State.  Our  subject  was 
born  on  the  12th  of  February,  1854,  in  Hampshire 
County,  Va.  (now  West  Virginia),  and  spent  the 
earl}'  part  of  his  youth  on  a  farm  in  his  native 
county.  In  the  year  1868  he  removed  with  his 
parents  to  Blacksburg,  Montgomery  County,  in  the 
same  State,  and  while  residing  there  he  took  a 
three-years  course  of  instruction  at  the  Preston 
and  Oland  Institute. 

In  March  of  the  year  1871  oursubject  went  to  Ma- 
rion County,  Iowa,  and  engaged  in  teaching  school 
for  two  or  three  winters,  spending  his  vacation  dur- 
ing the  summers  on  a  farm.  Subsequently  he  re- 
moved to  Chariton,  Iowa,  where  he  continued  the 
occupation  of  a  farmer,  combining  it  with  the  buy- 
ing and  selling  of  live  stock  until  the  year  1879. 
Then  he  came  to  this  count}'  and  located  on  Wolf 
Creek,  six  miles  north  of  this  city,  though  at  that 
time  the  city  had  not  yet  been  platted;  i>ut  after  it 
was  founded  he  came  here,  and  has  since  made  his 
home  in  this  place.  In  company  with  Mr.  D.  S. 
Hardin  he  established  the  first  real-estate  office  of 
this  city,  and  they  are  still  carrying  on  the  business. 

In  1884  Mr.  Gore  engaged  in  the  mercantile 
business,  carrying  a  general  stock  of  goods,  and  by 
honorable  dealing  and  giving  strict  attention  to  the 
management  of  his  business  he  has  built  up  a  large 
trade  and  has  been  meeting  with  good  success.  He 
also  pays  especial  attention  to  the  buying  and  sell- 
ing of  live  stock,  which  he  ships  to  Chicago,  Kan- 
sas City  and  Omaha,  and  in  that  also  he  is  doing  a 
flourishing  business. 

Our  subject  was  married,  on  the  11th  of  March, 
1884,  to  MissMellie  A.  Nelson,  a  daughter  of  .Jesse 
Nelson,  of  Liberty.  They  had  one  child  to  bless 
tiieir  home,  Tilghman  M.,  but  the  mother  was  not 
permitted  to  remain  in  her  home  for  a  long  time, 
being  called  by  death  on  the  1 8th  of  February, 
1888,  and  while  the  husband  was  in  the  depth  of 
his  mourning  for  her,  the  little  child  was  taken  frorti 
him  on  the  31st  of  July,  1888,  at  the  age  of  six 
months,  making  the  bereavement  double  and  al- 
most unbearable. 

Mr.  Gore  has  met  with  universal  success  in  his 
business  dealings,  commanding  the  respect  and  es- 
teem of  the  business  men  with  whom  he  engages, 
and  he  has  also  become  an   extensive   land-owner, 
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having  possession  of  160  acres  of  Iftnd  in  this 
county,  IGO  acres  in  Pawnee  County,  and  480  acres 
in  Northwestern  Kansas,  in  Sheridan  and  Gove 
Counties.  The  ciiaracter  which  our  subject  bears 
in  his  vicinity  justifies  the  residents  in  electing  him 
to  the  office  of  .Justice  of  the  Peace,  which  office 
he  has  filled  with  credit  to  himself  for  six  years. 
Although  this  section  of  the  State  h.as  been  but  a 
few  years  in  developing  to  its  present  condition, 
its  outlook  for  the  future  is  most  promising,  since 
there  are  now  numbered  among  its  inhabitants  so 
many  reliable,  enterprising  men  of  good  business 
standing  to  give  strength  and  solidity  to  the  foun- 
dation of  its  enterprises,  among  whom  our  subject 
is  entitled  to  a  rank  with  the  foremost. 


■filACOB  HILDEBRAND.  The  life  history  of 
11  the  subject  of  this  sketch  reads  more  like  a 
^.^li  romance  than  the  sober  statements  of  real 
^^'  life.  Born  amid  the  wild  and  beautiful  scen- 
ery of  Switzerland,  in  close  proximity  to  the  Al|« 
and  Lake  Lucerne,  he  early  in  life  imbibed  the  lib- 
erty-loving air  of  a  free  and  independent  people 
and  the  spirit  with  which  the  hero  William  Tell 
rendered  himself  immortal.  The  seventh  child  in 
a  family  of  six  sons  and  five  daughters,  he  was  born 
in  the  canton  of  Lucerne,  Jan.  31,  1834,  and  still 
preserves  a  clear  recollection  of  the  home  of  his  in- 
fancy, enshrined  among  the  hills  and  made  charm- 
ing, simple  as  it  was,  by  the  delights  of  lake,  wood, 
field  and  stream. 

The  father  of  our  subject,  Joseph  Hildebrand, 
was  born  in  the  same  region  of  country  as  his  son, 
and  married  a  Miss  Shedhalter;  the  parents  spent 
their  entire  lives  in  their  native  land,  both  living 
to  the  advanced  age  of  eighty'  years.  Jacob  was 
trained  at  an  early  age  to  habits  of  industry,  and 
as  soon  as  old  enough  began  to  make  himself  useful 
by  doing  such  little  jobs  around  his  neighborhood 
as  he  was  able.  At  the  age  of  fourteen  lie  starte<l 
out  in  earnest  to  battle  with  the  world,  and  soon 
formed  his  own  ideas  in  regard  to  his  future  as  he 
determined  it  should  be — with  a  home  uf  his  own 
and  some  day  a  competency.  While  yet  a  boy  at- 
tending school   in  his  native  canton  he  had  con- 


ceived the  idea  of  coming  to  America,  and  in  this 
project  was  warmly  seconded  by  his  brother  Lone, 
to  wh(jm  he  was  most  warmly  attached.  The  two 
boys  spent  many  an  hour  discussing  the  future, 
which  they  determined  should  be  spent  as  near  as 
possible  together. 

At  the  age  of  sixteen  years  Jacob  Hildebrand 
drifted  over  into  France,  wliere  he  staid  three 
years,  and  his  favorite  brother  became  a  soldier  in 
the  Italian  army.  They  thus  lost  sight  of  each 
other,  and  J.acob.  in  October,  1853,  took  passage 
on  a  sailing-vessel  bound  from  Havre,  France,  to 
New  York  City.  He  arrived  upon  the  soil  of 
America  in  November  following,  and  for  sever.il 
mouths  was  employed  in  Cayuga  County,  N.  Y.,  at 
$50  per  month.  In  1855  he  started  to  cross  the 
Mississippi,  and  on  the  way  was  employed  in  differ- 
ent places  as  carpenter,  brickmaker,  and  at  various 
other  occupations  until  arriving  in  Iowa. 

In  1857  Mr.  Hildebrand  most  unexpectedly  and 
to  his  great  joy  learned  that  his  brother  Lone  was 
not  only  in  America,  but  in  the  Territory  of  Ne- 
br.ask.a,  located  on  a  piece  of  land  in  Nemaha  Town- 
ship, this  county,  and  it  is  hardly  necessary  to  say 
that  he  at  once  laid  his  plans  to  join  him.  The  fol- 
lowing spring  they  were  happily  reunited.  Lone 
was  never  married  and  made  his  home  with  our 
subject  until  called  hence  by  the  decree  which 
sooner  or  later  overtakes  all  mankind.  After  a 
well-spent,  most  honorable  and  praiseworthy  life, 
he  died  in  1887,  mourned  by  a  large  circle  of 
friends,  at  the  age  of  sixty-one  years. 

Mr.  Hildebrand,  in  the  spring  of  1858,  accom- 
panied by  ^n  acquaint.ince,  William  Betler.  started 
on  foot  from  Iowa  to  this  county.  Tliey  walked 
the  greater  part  of  the  way,  and  tlie  meeting  of  the 
long  separated  brothers  can  better  be  im.agined  tiian 
described.  Lone  had  pre-empted  140  acres  of  land, 
and  after  the  arrival  of  Jacob  the  brothers  each 
homesteaded  eighty  .acres,  and  thus  had  together  a 
snug  area,  which  was  destined  in  future  to  become 
of  good  value.  They  remained  here  until  1862, 
then  repaired  to  Colorado,  and  for  three  years  en- 
gaged in  mining  and  ranching,  employing  them- 
selves in  the  mines  at  Boulder  City  during  the 
winter,  and  repairing  to  their  ranch  when  the  spring 
came    to    look   after   their    cattle.     They   were  in 
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Boulder  when  the  news  of  the  assassination  of 
President  Lincoln  reached  them,  and  the  Swiss 
brothers  who  in  their  native  land  stood  upon  the 
very  spot  where  fell  the  tyrant  Gesler  by  the  hand 
of  William  Tell,  signifled  their  sympathy  with  the 
cause  of  liberty  in  their  adopted  country  by  in- 
augurating solemn  services  among  the  miners  upon 
the  death  of  the  martyred  President  A  Confeder- 
ate in  the  vicinity,  who  expressed  sympathy  with 
the  assassin  Booth,  was  summarily  dealt  with. 

The  Hildebrand  brothers  were  greatly  prospered 
in  their  mutual  labors,  and  gained  hosts  of  friends 
on  account  of  their  straightforward  honesty  and 
fair  dealings  with  their  fellowmeu.  Upon  return- 
ing to  Nebraska,  tliey  resumed  farming  upon  their 
land,  hauling  their  wheat  to  Nebraska  City  and 
bringing  back  loads  of  lumber  and  provisions, 
which  they  landed  in  Beatrice,  and  for  which  they 
received  ample  returns.  The  country  was  new  and 
they  carried  with  them  their  provisions,  camping 
out  wherever  night  overtook  them.  They  im- 
proved their  land  as  rapidly  as  possible,  setting  out 
fruit  and  shade  trees,  erecting  handsome  and  sub- 
stantial buildings,  and  instituting  those  comforts  and 
conveniences  essential  to  the  well-being  of  the  mod- 
ern and  progressive  farmer. 

Jacob  Hildebrand  in  1875  was  united  in  mar- 
riage with  Miss  Edith  Morris,  who  was  born  in 
Pottawattamie  County,  Iowa,  in  1855.  Mrs.  H.  re- 
ceived a  common-school  education  and  came  to 
Nebraska  with  her  uncle,  David  Blatchart,  in  1874. 
Of  her  union  with  our  subject  there  have  been  born 
six  children,  namely:  Mary,  James,  Nettie,  Minnie, 
Josie  and  William.  Mr.  Hildebrand  is  one  of  the 
most  loyal  adherents  of  the  Republican  party,  and 
always  interested  in  those  projects  calculated  to  ad- 
vance the  prosperity  and  intelligence  of  his  com- 
munity. 
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EUBEN  ALBERT.     In  the  following  sketch 
it  will  be  the  endeavor  succinctly  to  present 
some  of  the  more  salient  features  of  the  life 
^of   one   of    Highland  Township's  pioneers, 
whose   residence  is  upon  section  4,  where  he  has   a 
beautiful  and  somewhat  exceptionally  fertile  farm. 
'     He  is  a  native  of    the  Keystone  State,  having  been 


born  in  Northampton  County,  on  the  7th  of  Jan 
uary,  1834.  He  is  the  son  of  John  and  Mary  M 
(Albert)  Albert,  both  natives  of  the  same  State 
Our  subject  was  the  eldest  son,  and  was  reared  to 
manhood  in  his  native  county,  and  in  its  public 
schools  received  a  fair,  practical  English  education 

In  December  of  1863  our  subject  was  united  in 
marriage  with  Melinda  Mosser.  The  happiness  of 
her  union  witii  our  subject  has  been  more  fully  as- 
sured and  its  joys  enhanced  by  the  birth  of  their 
three  children,  to  whom  have  been  given  the  names 
here  following,  viz:  Ulysses  G.,  Frank  R.  and  Ger- 
trude. 

In  the  summer  of  1862,  in  answer  to  the  bugle 
note  from  Washington,  our  subject  stepped  to  the 
front  as  a  volunteer  in  defense  of  the  old  flag, 
enlisting  in  Company  D,  129th  Pennsylvania  In- 
fantry, which  became  part  of  the  9th  Army  Corps 
of  the  Army  of  Virginia,  under  command  of  the 
intrepid  McClellan,  and  subsequently  Gen.  Burn- 
side.  Besides  an  interminable  round  of  minor  en- 
gagements and  skirmishes,  our  subject  took  part 
in  a  number  of  the  larger  battles,  of  which  he  has 
chief  cause  to  remember  that  at  Fredericksburg, 
where  he  was  severely  wounded  in  the  right  thigh, 
which  necessitated  his  subsequent  confinement  for 
about  three  months  in  the  Pleasant  Hill  (Washing- 
ton) and  Chestnut  Hill  (Philadelphia)  Hospitals. 
Upon  recovery  he  received  an  honorable  discharge 
in  the  spring  of  1863.  Our  subject  continued  to 
reside  iu  Pennsylvania  until  about  1869,  when  he 
removed  to  Montgomery  County,  Iowa,  where  he 
resided  until  the  fall  of  1871,  when  he  came  to 
this  county.  Upon  arrival  he  homesteaded  160 
acres  of  good  land  in  Highland  Township,  the  same 
upon  which  he  now  resides.  If  it  was  good  then 
his  industry'  and  intelligent,  careful  cultivation  have 
vastly  improved  it.  At  the  time  of  his  settlement 
his  nearest  neighbor  was  over  seven  miles  distant 
from  him,  and  everything  was  in  a  most  primitive 
condition,  and  it  has  been  with  pleasurable  pride 
that  he  and  his  family  have  watched  the  surround- 
ings develop  and  improve,  and  the  State  as  a  whole 
march  with  unusually  rapid  step  and  lengthy  stride 
to  the  front  place  in  the  rank  of  Western  States. 

Besides  the  above  farm  our  subject  owns  another 
of  like  extent   in  Sheridan  County,  Kan.,  which  has 
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develupoil  into  quite  a  valuable  propei't_y.  lie  has 
served  as  Constable  for  two  years,  besides  also  some 
other  of  the  township  offices.  Socially,  he  is  con- 
nected with  the  G.  A.  R.  It  is  hardly  necessary  to 
add  that  Air.  Albert  is  an  affiliate  of  the  Repub- 
lican part}',  at  once  one  of  its  stanchest  friends, 
stoutest  defenders  and  steadfast  supporters. 
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'jTHyiYRON  P.  ZUVER.  The  grandparents  up- 
jl^^  on  the  paternal  side  of  the  family  of  which 
(ftM)ll)  our  subject  is  a  member  were  Henry  and 
^s=^  Margaret  (Schneider)  Zuver;  upon  the  ma- 
ternal side  John  aud  Elizabeth  (Zuver)  Kerns.  Both 
these  families  were  of  Holland  origin,  and  became 
residents  of  America  previous  to  the  Revolutionary 
War.  That  of  the  Kerns  dates  back  to  1727. 
They  included  within  their  circles  a  large  number 
of  children,  of  whom  were  Solomon  Zuver  and 
Julia  Ann  Kerns,  the  father  and  mother  of  our 
subject,  who  were  born  in  the  year  1819,  the  one 
in  Pennsylvania,  the  other  in  Ohio.  They  were 
united  in  marriage  in  1839,  in  Wayne  County, 
Ohio,  whither  the  father  of  our  subject  had  accom- 
panied his  parents.  Of  this  union  there  were  born 
five  children;  the  eldest  of  these  was  Bj'ron,  our 
subject.  The  others  were  Sarah  S.,  John  H.,  George 
W.  and  Henry.  The  latter  died  when  quite  young; 
John  H.  departed  this  life  in  1883,  in  Sonoma 
County,  Cal;  Sarah  resides  in  Los  Angeles,  and 
George  W.  near  Adams,  of  this  State. 

Mr.  Solomon  Zuver  became  ijuite  prosperous  in 
his  farming  and  mercantile  business,  which  very 
rapidly  extended,  and  in  a  short  time  he  became 
comparatively  well-to-do,  but  reverses  followed  rap- 
idly upon  the  heels  of  successes,  owing  to  some 
unfortunate  transactions,  and  his  fortune  melted 
away  and  left  him  nothing  but  the  unsubstantial 
memory  and  sometimes  bitter  reflections  of  baffled 
hopes  and  desires.  In  1855,  a  poor  man  and  start- 
ing life  a  second  time,  he  removed  to  Cerro  Gordo 
County,  Iowa,  where  he  was  one  of  the  early  pio- 
neers. He  there  engaged  in  keeping  hotel,  and  in 
the  summer  of  1864  had  so  succeeded  in  business 
as  to  be  able  to  take  quite  an  extensive  trip  to  tlie 
Pacific  and  through  the  Northwestern  States.   Upon 
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his  return  home  he  removed  to  Kansas,  where  he 
lived  until  Oct.  5,  1878,  when  he  departed  this  life, 
aged  fifty-eight  years.  He  was  married  three  times, 
but  had  no  children  by  the  last  two  marriages. 

Our  subject  was  born  Nov.  8,  1840,  in  Waj^ne 
County,  Ohio.  After  the  removal  of  the  family 
to  Iowa  he  attended  the  common  school,  and  in  the 
winter  of  1860  taught  school.  He  left  the  teacher's 
desk  to  attend  the  chisses  of  the  Western  College, 
in  Linn  County,  and  April  28.  18(>1,  enlisted  in 
Company  D,  12th  Iowa  Infantry,  being  the  first 
to  enlist  from  this  county.  Owing  to  the  fact  that 
no  more  three-months  men  could  be  utilized  to  ad- 
vantage, he  was  obliged  to  re-enlist  on  the  20tli  of 
September,  1861.  The  organization  of  this  com- 
pany for  service  was  at  Cedar  Rapids,  where  the 
ladies  of  the  city  presented  them  with  a  silken  flag 
that  was  afterward  carried  into  the  conflict  and  be- 
came a  source  of  inspiration  and  courage  to  the 
faint-hearted  or  weary  soldier.  From  that  city 
they  went  to  Dubuque,  and  N(n'ember  28  went  by 
car  to  St.  Louis,  where  they  were  stationed  until 
Jan.  28,  1862,  and  then  went  to  Smithland,  Ky. ; 
thence  to  Ft.  Henry,  which  was  reached  February 
6,  and  that  very  day  the  fort  surrendered.  Our 
subject  was  an  active  participant  in  the  battle  and 
splendid  victory  of  Ft.  Donelson.  At  Mineral 
Landing  they  took  the  boats  for  Pittsburg  Land- 
ing, where  they  arrived  March  20,  and  on  the  6th 
of  the  following  month  were  in  the  battle  of  Shiloh. 
On  the  evening  of  that  day  several  regiments  were 
taken  prisoners,  and  among  tiiem  the  1 2th  Iowa, 
that  having  been  in  the  conflict  all  da}'  and  fought 
to  the  bitter  end  in  the  portion  of  the  field  known 
as  Hornet's  Nest  and  Hell's   Hollow  by  the  enemy. 

The  prisoners — among  them  our  subject — were 
hurried  off  to  Corinth,  thence  to  Memphis;  from 
Memphis  successively  to  Granada,  Jackson,  Merid- 
ian, Miss.,  and  Mobile.  There  they  were  put  upon 
the  boats  and  sent  to  Tuscaloosa,  Ala.,  where  the}' 
arrived  on  the  tenth  day  of  their  imprisonment.  It 
was  the  great  misfortune  of  these  prisoners  to  be 
under  the  charge  of  the  notorious  tyrant,  Henry 
Wirz,  of  Andersonville  fame,  from  whom  they  suf- 
fered, directly  or  indirectly,  the  most  scandalous 
treatment  and  untold  brutality.  Leaving  Tusca- 
lousa,  they   were   Iheu  taken  to  Montgomery,  and 
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were  there  paroled  on  the  22d  of  May.  Our  sub- 
ject joined  the  army  again  at  Iluntsville.  Ala.,  on 
the  30th  of  the  same  month,  and  as  a  paroled  pris- 
oner-of-war was  sent  to  Nashville,  Louisville,  Cairo, 
and  finally,  on  the  10th  of  July,  to  Benton  Bar- 
racks, at  St.  Louis,  where  he  remained  until  the  re- 
organization of  the  regiment,  on  the  1st  day  of 
January  of  the  following  year,  i.  e.,  1863. 

Leaving  St.  Louis  on  the  9th  of  April,  our  sub- 
ject with  his  regiment  started  once  more  to  the 
front.  Their  first  battle  was  tiiat  of  Grand  Gulf, 
La.,  and  this  was  speedily  followed  by  the  engage- 
ments at  Ft.  Gibson,  Raymond,  Jackson,  Clin- 
ton, Edmund  Station,  Champion  Hills,  Black  River 
Bridge,  and  then  on  to  the  siege  of  Vicksburg,  near 
which  place  thej^  remained  until  its  fall,  July  4, 
1863.  They  next  engaged  in  the  eight-days  siege 
of  Jackson,  Miss.,  which  fell  in  the  same  month. 
Next  was  the  battle  of  Brandon,  which  was  fought 
upon  the  19th  of  July.  Returning  to  Vicksburg, 
they  were  stationed  there  until  the  Canton  expedi- 
tion in  October,  in  which  they  took  part.  In  the 
next  month  they  went  back  to  Memphis,  guarding 
the  Memphis  &  Charleston  Railroad,  and  in  this 
work  the  regiment  continued  during  the  winter  of 
1863-64,  at  Che  walla,  Teun. 

On  Christmas  Day  of  the  year  1863  Mr.  Zuver 
re-enlisted  as  a  veteian,  and  February  1  following 
started  once  more  for  Vicksburg,  where  the  regi- 
ment was  engaged  in  guard  duty  at  the  Black  River 
Bridge  until  the  4th  of  March.  The  next  four 
daj's  were  spent  in  Vicksburg,  and  March  8  they 
left  for  home,  and  arrived  at  Davenport  on  the 
•226.  After  a  much-needed  rest  and  recreation 
they  re-assembled  at  Davenport,  on  the  26th  of 
April,  and  proceeded  immediately  to  Memphis, 
where  they  arrived  May  1,  and  were  engaged  until 
the  16th  in  picket  duty.  Then  Company  D,  with 
five  others,  was  detailed  to  go  to  the  mouth  of  the 
White  River,  Ark.,  for  garrison  duty,  and  re- 
turned on  the  3d  of  June  to  Memphis  and  again 
took  up  picket  dutj'.  Active  hostilities  for  this 
corap.an}'  recommenced  with  the  battle  of  Tupelo, 
which  lusted  from  the  13th  to  the  16th  of  July. 
This  was  the  occasion  when  the  1 2th  Iowa  Regi- 
ment covered  itself  with  a  mantle  of  glory  that 
can  never  grow  old  or  dim ;  they   were   the   heroes 


of  the  day.  Upon  the  22d  they  were  back  to  Mem- 
phis, and  on  the  31st  of  the  same  month  started  out 
for  the  Oxford  expedition.  At  this  time  our  sub- 
ject was  detailed  for  provost  duty  part  of  the  time 
at  Holly  Springs,  and  also  took  part  in  the  battles 
of  Abbeville  and  Tallahatchie,  Miss. 

The  regiment  returned  to  Memphis  on  the  30th 
of  August,  and  proceeded  to  Duval's  Bluff  on 
the  8th  of  September,  thence  to  Brownsville  on  the 
11th,  then  leaving  to  go  on  the  "Pap"  Price  ex- 
pedition, whom  they  followed  for  350  miles.  Land- 
ing at  Cape  Girardeau  on  the  5th  of  October,  the}^ 
went  to  St.  Louis,  thence  to  Jefferson  City,  arriv- 
ing on  the  18th;  thence  by  cars  to  LaMine  Bridge, 
and  tiiere  commenced  the  march  to  the  scene  of 
action.  On  the  way  thej'  passed  through  Sedalia, 
Lexington  and  Independence,  and  arrived  on  the 
battle-field  of  the  Big  Blue  on  the  24th  of  the 
same  month,  just  after  the  fight  was  over.  From 
that  place  they  went  to  Santa  Fe,  Kan.,  reaching 
Harrisville,  Mo.,  on  the  26th.  The^'  left  again  on 
the  30th  for  St.  Louis,  via  Sedalia. 

Upon  the  8th  of  November  our  subject  voted  in 
the  eapitol  building  of  Missouri  in  favor  of  Abra- 
ham Lincoln.  This  is  memorable  to  him  as  being 
his  first  Presidential  vote.  Our  subject  was  just 
twenty-four  years  of  age  at  the  time.  Leaving  St. 
Louis  on  the  23d,  he  proceeded  with  his  regiment 
to  Cairo,  which  was  reached  in  four  days;  thence 
on  to  Nashville,  where  they  supported  Gen.  Thomas. 
In  the  battle  of  Nashville,  December  15  and  16, 
our  subject  and  his  'brave  comrades  were  again 
under  fire,  and  added  fresh  laurels  to  those  already 
won.  After  this  they  went  on  the  Hood  expedi- 
tion. Our  subject  and  his  regiment  belonged  to 
the  1 6th  Arm}'  Corps,  which  became  known  by  the 
opprobrious  appellation  '"Smith's  Guerrillas."  The 
expedition  was  continued  to  the  Tennessee  River, 
where  they  arrived  Jan.  2,  1865.  On  the  10th  the}' 
were  at  Eustport,  Miss.,  and  there  remained  until 
the  7th  of  February.  Then  they  went  to  Paducah, 
Cairo,  Memphis,  Vicksburg  and  New  Orleans,  where 
they  arrived  on  the  21st.  During  this  time  our 
subject,  being  detached  from  his  regiment,  was 
transferred  to  the  ordnance  department  of  the 
division  as  Ordnance  Sergeant,  in  which  he  re- 
mained until  near  the  close  of  the  war. 
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From  Lake  Poiitchartrain  they  left  for  Moliile 
Bay,  thence  to  Spanish  Fort,  participating  in  tiie 
sieoe  of  that  place,  and  also  at  Ft.  Blakesley,  which 
fell  April  10,  18G5,aud  was  the  cause  of  the  evacu- 
ation of  Mobile  the  next  day.  From  there  they 
marched  to  Montgomery,  Ala.,  which  was  reached 
upon  the  25th.  During  said  march  tlrey  learned  of 
Lee's  surrender,  and  shortly  after  of  Johnston's. 
During  the  summer  and  fall  of  18C.i  they  did  duty 
at  Selma  and  Talladega,  then  turning  their  faces 
northward  they  took  up  their  march  to  Memphis, 
Teun.,  then  to  Demopolis,  Meridian  and  Corinth, 
where  they  arrived  Jan.  3,  18G6.  Our  subject  re- 
turned to  his  company  on  the  19th  of  July,  1865, 
with  the  rank  of  Sergeant.  Leaving  Memphis  upon 
the  18th  they  reached  Cairo  on  the  20th  and  Dav- 
enport on  the  23d.  The  regiment  was  mustered  out, 
to  date  the  20th  of  January,  and  was  paid  off  on 
arrival  at  Davenport,  where  they  who  had  marched, 
labored,  fought  and  suffered  together  so  long, 
answered  the  words  of  command  for  the  last  time, 
bade  each  other  their  affectionate  farewells,  and  dis- 
banded. 

Our  subject  was  in  the  service  of  his  country  a 
period  of  four  years  and  four  months.  During  this 
time  he  marched  over  4,000  miles  in  all  weathers, 
suffering  from  heat  and  dust,  frost  and  wet,  over 
roads  rough,  hard  and  rocky,  and  through  streams 
and  swamps,  or  plodding  wearily  through  deep  clay 
and  mud  ;  no  easy  task  or  pleasant  journey.  The  miles 
covered  in  the  journey  by  railroad  amounted  to 
5,000,  and  upon  the  steamboat  8,000.  It  is  some- 
what remarkable  that  in  spite  of  the  fact  that  !\Ir. 
Zuver  was  so  long  in  the  service,  so  often  an  active 
combatant,  so  frequently  engaged  in  lesser  hand- 
to-hand  conflicts,  he  only  sustained  one  wound,  and 
that  of  comparatively  slight  nature,  which  occurred 
at  the  battle  of  Shiloh.  Our  subject  kept  a  very 
careful  record  of  all  the  happenings  and  circum- 
stances of  any  importance  from  the  first  to  the  last 
of  his  military  experience,  and  has  since  written  a 
very  complete,  accurate  and  interesting  history  of 
Company  D,  r2th  Iowa  Veteran  Volunteers,  and  has 
received  the  honor  of  an  appointment  as  a  member 
of  the  Regimental  Historical  Committee. 

After  the  war  our  subject  returned  to  Mason 
Cit}-,  Iowa,  and  engaged  as   clerk   in  a   mercantile 


house,  and  in  the  fall  of  18(JG  engaged  in  the  hotel 
business  at  Waterloo,  Iowa,  continuing  until  the 
spring  of  the  following  year,  then  came  witli  his 
brother,  George  W.,  to  Nebraska  City,  where  he 
arrived  on  the  1st  of  'lu\y,  reaching  Brownville 
the  next  day.  During  the  summer  he  eng.agcd  in 
farming,  and  in  the  winter  as  teacher.  Upon  the 
17th  of  July,  the  following  year,  18G7,  he  took  a 
homestead  in  Hooker  Township  of  tiiis  county,  and 
it  was  during  this  time  that  he  became  acquainted 
with  Miss  Naucj'  Adams,  the  daughter  of  John  O. 
Adams  (see  sketch  of  Nelson  Adams),  the  veteran 
pioneer;  to  this  lady  our  subject  was  united  on  the 
16th  of  October,  1873,  by  nuptial  vows.  Of  this 
union  have  been  born  six  children :  George  L.,  who 
died  when  twelve  years  of  age  ;  Mary  A.  and  Martha 
A.  (twins) ;  Anna  A.  and  John  Arthur,  both  of 
whom  died  in  infancy,  and  Byron  Price. 

Mrs.  Zuver's  great-grandfather.  John  Lawrence, 
was  born  in  England,  and  left  in  infancy  an  orphan 
and  adopted  by  one  Mr.  Adams,  of  Massachusetts, 
and  from  that  time  took  the  name  of  his  adopted 
parent.  He  came  to  America  a  lad  of  about  nine 
or  ten  years  of  age,  and  settler!  in  New  York  State- 
and  upon  reaching  manhood  was  married.  He  made 
his  home  in  New  York  for  some  years,  then  removed 
to  New  Jersey,  next  to  Kentucky,  and  after  several 
years  went  to  Dubois  County,  Ind.,  where  he  died 
in  1839,  aged  ninety-four  years.  The  grandfather, 
David  Adams,  was  born  in  New  York,  was  married 
to  Ester  A.  Ross,  and  died  in  Indiana,  aged  sev- 
enty j'ears;  the  father  was  born  in  New  Jersey  on 
the  17th  of  July,  1808,  and  was  m.arried  on  the  13lh 
of  February,  1840,  to  Miss  Letitia  Harris.  The 
Harris  family  had  settled  in  Virginia  in  its  earlier 
days,  and  had  taken  quite  a  prominent  place  among 
its  citizens.  Grandfather  Harris  was  born  in  that 
State  in  the  year  1788.  Grandmother  Harris  was 
Polly  Corn,  a  lady  who  was  of  Scotch-Welsh 
extraction. 

Miss  Nancy  Adams,  now  the  wife  of  our  subject, 
was  born  Oct.  IG,  1842,  in  Dubois  County.  Ind., 
where  she  continued  to  make  her  home  until  she 
was  fourteen  years  of  age,  removing  with  her  par- 
ents to  Nebraska  in  1857.  Her  education  was  by 
force  of  circumstances  quite  meager  so  far  as 
schooling  was  concerned,  alllioiigli  she  has  earnestly 
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endeavored  to  make  up  for  any  loss  in  that  direc- 
tion. Tlie  home  in  Indiana  was  in  a  district  where 
the  settlers  were  nearly  all  German  Catholics  and 
had  their  own  schools,  which  were,  however,  not 
the  place  for  Miss  Adams.  Upon  removal  to  Ne- 
braska, the  country  being  quite  new  and  settlers 
few,  the  only  schools  available  were  a  few  private 
schools,  which  were  located  in  the  more  developed 
part  of  the  State.  The  first  school  in  the  Upper 
Nemaha  Valley  was  held  in  her  father's  house,  who 
did  everything  in  his  power  to  advance  the  interests 
of  the  young  jieople  in  this  regard. 

Our  subject's  farm  comprises  IGO  acres  of  well- 
improved,  rich,  arable  land,  which  he  homesteaded, 
and  which  is  situated  in  Hooker  Township.  His 
Adams  Township  property  comprises  160  acres  be- 
longing to  both  parties  jointly,  as  fine  land  as  lies 
out  of  doors  where  they  now  reside.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Zuver  are  members  of  the  Adams  Methodist  Epis- 
copal Church.  Our  subject  is  a  prominent  member 
of  the  Sergt.  Cox  Post  No.  100,  G.  A.  R.,  Adams, 
and  has  been  Commander  for  two  years,  and  is  now 
serving  his  second  year  as  Adjutant.  He  is  also  a 
Mason.  For  several  years  he  was  Justice  of  the 
Peace  of  Hooker  Township,  and  occupies  the  same 
position  now  in  that  of  Adams ;  also  both  Township 
Assessor  and  Deputy  County  Assessor.  He  has 
served  on  the  Petit  Jury  and  the  United  States 
Circuit  Jury.  For  a  number  of  years  he  was  ap- 
pointed by  the  Governor  Register  of  Voters.  His 
connection  with  the  Mail  Department  is  both  long 
and  honorable.  He  was  route  agent  for  this  depart- 
ment from  Omaha  to  Ogden,  Utah,  from  Jan.  1, 
1 880,  and  was  transferred  at  his  own  request  to  the 
route  from  St.  Joseph,  Mo.,  to  Grand  Island,  Neb., 
in  June,  1880,  serving  on  this  division  until  in  1883, 
and  was  then  Postal  Clerk  from  Columbus,  Neb., 
to  Atchison,  Kan.,  until  Dec.  10,  1886.  It  is  hardly 
necessary  after  the  foregoing  military  and  official 
record  to  state  that  in  political  matters  our  subject 
is  entirely  Republican,  and  that  all  his  influence  and 
energ3'  are  at  its  service. 

Our  subject  has  always  been  deeply  interested  in 
everything  that  pertains  to  the  education  of  the 
young.  For  more  than  twelve  years  he  has  served 
heartily  and  faithfully  in  the  various  school  offices, 
and  is  still  the  School  Treasurer  of  bis  district.    An 


intimation  has  already  been  made  to  the  effect  that 
our  subject  has  made  a  reputation  as  a  writer  upon 
the  thrilling,  painful  and  patriotic  history  of  the 
war.  To  this  department  of  literature  he  has  added 
that  of  a  writer  of  travels.  The  productions  of  his 
pen  in  this  department  are  very  interesting,  because 
he  is  a  man  of  keen  perceptions  and  knows  what  to 
observe  and  how  to  observe  it,  and  what  is  perhaps 
more  rare,  how  to  present  it.  In  1884  he  made  a 
trip  to  California,  and  supplied  the  columns  of  the 
Beatrice  Express  with  regular  letters  of  deep  inter- 
est concerning  the  journey.  Comment  upon  such 
a  history  as  the  foregoing  is  superfluous;  it  is  its 
own  compliment  as  to  the  character  of  the  subject 
and  the  estimation  in  which  he  is  held  by  his  fel- 
lows. 

During  the  past  autumn  our  subject  has  attended 
the  National  Encampment  at  Columbus,  Ohio,  and 
visited  his  old  home,  from  which  he  had  been  ab- 
sent thirty-three  years. 

^^  ILAS  W.  WADSWORTH,  the  oldest  rep- 
^^^  resentative  of  the  jewehy  business  in  the 
^jl/^  city  of  Beatrice,  established  himself  here  in 
^**^  the  fall  of  1869,  and  now  owns  and  occu- 
pies his  own  store,  while  in  the  central  part  of  the 
city  he  has  a  tasteful  brick  residence,  which,  with 
its  surroundings,  forms  a  very  pleasant  and  attract- 
ive home.  His  career  has  been  distinguished  by  a 
close  application  to  business,  which  has  brought  its 
legitimate  reward  in  the  shape  of  a  competency. 

Our  subject  was  born  in  Columbia  County,  N. 
Y.,  the  modest  home  of  his  parents  being  in  the 
town  of  New  Lebanon,  where  he  first  opened  his 
eyes  to  the  light  June  19,  1835.  His  father,  Eben- 
ezer  S.  Wadsworth,  was  a  farmer  in  comfortable 
circumstances,  and  with  his  estimable  wife,  Jerusha 
(Vincent)  Wadsworth,  was  also  a  native  of  the  Em- 
pire State.  Col.  Ebenezer  was  born  in  New  Leba- 
non, Columbia  Co.,  N.  y.,  on  the  old  Wadsworth 
homestead,  now  owned  by  his  children.  It  was 
bought  by  his  grandfather  117  years  ago  (1771), 
first  by  John  Wadsworth,  then  by  his  son,  John 
Wadsworth,  and  in  1836  Ebenezer  S.  came  in  pos- 
session of  it  and  owned  it  until  he  died,  June  17, 
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1880.  He  was  appointed  Lieutenant  in  the  73d 
Infantry,  in  1831,  and  May  5,  1832,  Captain.  In 
183G  he  w.as  appointed  Lieutenant  Colonel  of  the 
same  regiment.  He  was  a  zealous^ Christian ;  in 
1838  he  planned  and  built  a  church  upon  one  cor- 
ner of  his  farm,  which  still  stands  and  is  in  good 
repair.  He  was  for  many  years  the  magistrate  of 
the  community,  and  was  looked  upon  as  a  safe 
counselor,  ever  ready  to  advise  with  his  neighbors 
and  friends,  who  eagerl}'  sought  his  counsel. 

The  paternal  grandfather  of  our  subject,  John 
Wadsworth  by  name,  was  born  April  1,  1762,  in 
New  Lebanon,  N.  Y.,  and  in  early  manhood  mar- 
ried Miss  Rachel  Wheeler,  whose  birth  took  place 
June  18,  1766.  They  became  the  parents  of  twelve 
children,  four  sons  and  eight  daughters,  and  Ebene- 
zer  S.,  the  father  of  our  subject,  was  born  Dec.  12, 
1 802.  He  spent  his  entire  life  in  his  native  State,  and 
departed  hence  on  the  17tfiof  June,  1880.  The  wife 
and  mother  was  born  April  24,  1808,  and  passed 
away  a  number  of  j'ears  before  the  decease  of  her 
husband,  Dec.  11,  1871. 

To  the  parents  of  our  subject  there  were  born 
twelve  children,  nine  sons  and  three  daughters,  of 
■whom  the  following  survive:  John  G.,  George  K., 
Constant  W.,  Silas  W.  (our  subject),  Jane  Ann, 
Dow  v.,  Elbert  E.,  William  P.  and  Joseph  G.  F. 
Maria  A.  died  Dec.  4,  1865;  Rachel  R.,  June  6, 
1869,  .and  Andrew  W.,  June  11,  1861.  Silas  W.. 
like  his  brothers  and  sisters,  passed  his  life  quietly 
and  uneventfully  upon  the  farm,  acquiring  his  edu- 
cation in  the  district  school.  When  twenty  years 
old  he  left  home,  and  going  to  Fulton,  Oswego  Co., 
N.  Y.,  began  an  apprenticeship  at  the  jeweler's  trade 
under  the  instruction  of  S.  S.  Morrell,  brother  of 
Senator  Justin  Morrell,  of  Vermont,  serving  four 
years. 

At  the  expiration  of  his  apprenticeship  young 
Wadsworth  established  in  business  for  himself  in 
East  Chatham,  N.  Y.,  where  he  manufactured  and 
dealt  in  jewelry  until  1868.  Then,  desirous  of  a 
change  of  location,  he  sought  the  country  west  of 
the  Mississippi,  locating  first  in  Tecumseh,  Johnson 
County,  this  State.  He  only  remained  there,  how- 
ever, until  the  fall  of  1869,  when  he  changed  his 
residence  to  Beatrice,  where  he  h.as  since  lived.  Dur- 
ing  the  period  of  nearly   twenty   years    which  he 


has  spent  among  the  people  of  this  city  he  has 
made  for  himself  a  good  record  as  a  business  man 
and  a  citizen,  and  has  watched  the  growth  of 
Southern  Nebraska  with  the  warm  interest  which  is 
felt  by  every  enterprising  and  public-spirited  man. 

Mr.  Wadsworth  was  married  in  F'ulton,  Oswego 
County,  N.  Y.,  Feb.  27,  1859,  to  Miss  M.  Celia 
Perry,  who  was  born  in  that  city  Jan.  12,  1837, 
and  is  the  daughter  of  Jarvis  and  Sarah  Maria 
Perry,  who  were  natives  of  New  York,  and  are 
now  deceased.  Of  this  union  there  are  no  children, 
but  Mr.  and  Mrs.  W.  some  j-ears  ago  adopted  a 
boy,  whom  they  called  Frank,  and  who  is  now  a 
promising  boy  nine  years  old.  Mr.  Wadsworth 
built  his  store  in  1874,  and  his  residence  in  1886. 
The  former  occupies  an  area  of  22x56  feet,  is  two 
stories  in  height,  the  lower  part  occupied  b3'  his 
own  business,  and  the  balance  by  AY.  A.  Watson, 
his  watchmaker,  and  by  W.  H.  Striker,  dentist. 

Mr.  Wadsworth  is  rather  conservative  in  his 
political  iileas,  but  supports  tiie  Republican  ticket. 
He  identified  himself  with  the  Masonic  fraternity 
about  1860,  and  is  at  present  a  member  and  Treas- 
urer of  Beatrice  Lodge  No.  26,  and  Livingston 
Chapter  No.  10,  besides  Mt.  Vernon  Commandery 
No.  7. 


li?_^ENRY  REIMUND,  of  Blakely  Township, 
jifjj  came  to  this  county  in  1 870,  as  a  proposed 
flV^^  settler,  although  he  had  visited  Nebraska 
(^  two  years  previouslj'.  For  a  period  of  over 
twenty  years  his  chief  interests  have  centered  here. 
He  established  himself  in  the  spring  of  the  3'car 
mentioned  on  a  tract  of  160  acres  occupying  the 
southwest  quarter  of  section  36,  and  to  the  improve- 
ment and  cultivation  of  this  has  since  given 
most  of  his  time  and  attention.  In  the  meantime 
he  visited  California,  but  even  in  the  Golden  State 
found  nothing  more  desirable  than  the  country  of 
Southern  Nebraska. 

Mr.  Reimund  came  to  this  county  from  the  vicin- 
ity of  Urbana,  111.,  where  he  h.ad  been  engaged  as 
a  merchant  tailor,  and  located  first  in  Beatrice,  es- 
tablishing a  tailorshop.  and  pursuing  the  trade  with 
which  he  had  bccuilie  familiar  in  early  manhood. 
He  operated  thus  until   1884,  then  changed   his  lo- 
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cation  and  occnpation  for  the  more  congenial  pur- 
suits of  farm  life.  Like  most  men  he  has  met  with 
reverses,  and  at  one  time,  through  the  rascality  of  a 
partner,  suffered  tiie  loss  of  a  small  fortune.  He 
has,  however,  been  fortunate  in  recovering  from 
this,  having  now  a  good  property  and  a  competence 
for  his  old  age. 

Mr.  Reimund  was  born  near  Bedford  Springs, 
Bedford  Co.,  Pa.,  Sept.  8,  1822,  and  is  the  son  of 
Solomon  and  Elizabeth  (Hessiger)  Reimund.  The 
father  was  born  in  Virginia,  and  was  a  wheelwright 
by  trade,  and  also  an  adept  at  chairmaking.  After 
marriage  he  settled  in  Pennsylvania,  in  which  State 
he  spent  the  remainder  of  his  days,  his  death  taking 
place  in  Bedford  County,  at  the  advanced  age  of 
eighty-two  years.  The  mother  preceded  her  hus- 
band to  tiie  silent  land,  passing  away  at  the  old 
homestead  in  Bedford  County,  when  fifty-five  years 
old.  They  were  the  parents  of  three  children  only, 
of  whom  our  subject  is  the  sole  survivor.  He  was 
the  youngest,  and  was  but  twelve  years  of  age  when 
he  was  apprenticed  to  learn  the  tailor's  trade,  to 
which  he  applied  himself  diligently  for  a  period  of 
seven  and  a  half  years,  under  the  instruction  of  a 
paternal  uncle,  George  Reimund.  After  being  re- 
leased from  his  apprenticeship,  young  Reimund 
operated  as  a  journeyman  tailor  for  a  time,  then  es- 
tablished a  shop  of  his  own  in  his  native  town, 
about  1842,  continuing  there  a  number  of  years. 
In  the  meantime  he  was  married,  March  27,  1851, 
to  Miss  Mary  A.  Radebaugh,  who  is  a  native  of 
his  own  county,  and  born  Jan.  5,  1831.  Her  par- 
ents. Peter  and  Eliza  (Waters)  Radebaugh,  were 
also  natives  of  the  Keystone  State;  the  latter  is  of 
Scotch  ancestry.  The  father  was  a  gardener  by  pro- 
fession; he  spent  his  entire  life  in  his  native  county 
of  Bedford,  dying  there  after  he  had  reached  his 
threescore  and  ten  years.  The  mother,  in  1887, 
joined  her  children  in  this  county,  and  now  makes 
her  home  with  them ;  she  is  about  seventy' -seven 
years  old. 

Mrs.  Reimund  was  reared  to  womanhood  in  her 
native  county,  receiving,  like  her  husband,  an  or- 
dinary education  in  the  common  school.  She  was 
trained  by  a  careful  mother  in  all  needful  house- 
hold duties,  and  thus  became  amply  fitted  for  her 
position  as  the  wife  of  a  good  man  and  the  mother 


of  a  family.  Of  her  union  with  our  subject  there 
have  been  born  four  children,  one  of  whom,  a 
daughter,  Eliza,  died  in  infancy.  Those  surviving 
are:  Ambrose  B.,  who  m.nrried  Miss  Mary  Ave}', of 
this  county,  and  is  carrying  on  his  own  farm  in 
Lincoln  Township;  William  O.,  who  is  unmarried, 
and  operates  the  home  farm  with  his  father;  Al- 
phonso  W.,a  tailor  by  tr.ade,  and  carrying  on  busi- 
ness successfully  for  himself  in  Beatrice;  he  married 
Miss  Josephine  Dobhs.  who  was  born  and  reared  in 
this  county.  Henry  Reimund  changed  his  location 
from  McConnellstown,  Pa.,  to  Princeton,  111.,  and 
from  the  Prairie  State  migrated  north  to  Min- 
nesota. In  the  latter  State  he  opened  up  a  new 
farm,  which  he  carried  on  seven  years.  Then  re- 
turning to  Illinois,  he  settled  on  a  farm  in  the  vicin- 
ity of  Urbana,  Champaign  County.  He  finally 
abandoned  farming  for  business  in  that  city,  and 
from  there,  in  1870,  came  to  this  county.  Our  sub- 
ject and  his  excellent  lady  are  members  in  good 
standing  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  of 
Beatrice.  Mr.  Reimund  for  many  years  was  a  firm 
supporter  of  the  Republican  party,  but  his  warm 
interest  in  the  temperance  movement  led  him  in 
1884  to  cast  his  influence  with  the  Prohibitionists. 
A  view  of  his  pleasant  homestead  will  be  found  on 
another  page  in  this  Album. 


YMAN  DART,  one  of  the  older  residents  of 
Holt  Township,  is  a  fine  illustration  of  the 
self-made  man,  who  has  worked  his  way 
from  the  difficulties  surrounding  his  early  life,  the 
disadvantages  of  ill-health  and  other  adverse  cir- 
cumstances, to  a  good  position  socially  and  finan- 
cially. His  farm  lies  on  section  10,  and  with  its 
fertile  soil  and  comfortable  buildings  forms  one  of 
the  landmarks  in  the  history  of  the  county. 

James  Dart,  the  father  of  our  subject,  was  born 
in  Addison  County,  Vt.,  while  the  mother,  Sarah 
by  name,  was  a  native  of  Essex  County,  N.  Y.  The 
elder  Dart  was  a  carpenter  and  ship  builder,  and 
took  up  his  residence  in  the  Empire  State  at  an 
early  day,  living  in  Essex  County  until  1831.  Later 
he  removed  to  Wayne  County,  where  his  death 
took    place   after   a    two-months   residence    there, 
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leaving  his  wife  and  cliildren  in  limited  elrcuni- 
stances. 

Lynijin  Dart  was  boin  .III I3'  17,  ISIS,  in  Essex 
Count}',  N.  Y.,  and  spent  his  boyhood  mostly  on 
the  banks  of  Lake  Champlain.  He  began  to  work 
out  when  a  lad  of  twelve  or  thirteen  years,  acquir- 
ing his  education  during  the  short  term  of  the 
winter  school.  Upon  reaching  manhood  he  was 
married,  in  1841,  to  Miss  Jane  P.  Monroe,  of  Brown 
County.  N.  Y.  They  settled  upon  a  farm,  where 
Mr.  L.  operated  as  a  renter  until  1845.  He  then 
changed  his  residence  to  Hillsdale  County,  Mich., 
where  he  also  rented  land,  and  in  connection  with 
this  carried  on  threshing.  He  became  the  fatiier 
of  two  daughters:  H.arriet  and  Helen  L.,  and  met 
his  first  great  affliction  in  the  death  of  his  wife, 
which  occurred  in  December,  1845. 

Mr.  L3'man  removed  to  Hlinois  in  18G0,  and 
lived  for  a  time  in  Will  and  Iroquois  Counties. 
He  had  been  married  the  second  time,  in  Hillsdale 
Count}',  Mich.,  to  Miss  Clarissa  Monroe,  a  sister 
of  his  first  wife,  and  who  was  also  a  native  of  Brown 
Count}'.  N.  Y'.  In  18G7  they  returned  to  Michi- 
gan, and  thence  in  May,  1870,  came  to  Nebraska. 
Mr.  Dart  made  bis  headquarters  at  Dry  Creek,  and 
spent  some  time  looking  over  the  country.  He 
finally  leased  a  tract  of  school  land,  his  present 
farm,  the  location  of  which  pleased  him,  and  in 
1873  it  became  his  property. 

To  our  subject  and  his  present  wife  there  have 
been  born  four  children,  namely:  Philmelia,  Mar- 
tha, Emma  and  Frank  W.  Mr.  Dart  was  the  first 
Moderator  in  his  school  district,  in  the  organiza- 
tion of  which  he  assisted,  and  has  been  active  in 
those  enterprises  calculated  for  the  genei-al  good. 
He  was  Township  Assessor  seven  years,  and  in  pol- 
itics votes  with  the  Democratic  party. 
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JOHN  A.  McMURRAY"  resides  on  section  15, 
Liberty  Township,  where  he  has  a  veiy  fine 
farm  of  320  acres  devoted  to  the  purposes  of 
farming  and  stock-raising.  But  few  years 
Lave  passed  since  this  section  of  the  country  was 
claimed  for  the  habitation  of  white  men,  its  natural 
resources  being  recognized  by  the  Government. 
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There  is  an  abundant  water  supply  furnished  by 
the  numerous  streams  and  creeks  which  traverse  it, 
and  the  soil  is  of  such  a  character  that  it  will  bear 
cultivation  without  lessening  materially  the  qualities 
necessary  to  produce  abundant  harvests.  The  great- 
est need  of  this  section  seems  to  be  occasioned  by 
the  scarcity  of  trees,  they  being  rarely  found  ex- 
cept along  the  banks  of  the  creeks,  and  in  the 
groves  planted  by  a  few  enterprising  farmers  who 
recognized  the  need  of  them.  No  more  fruitful 
country  could  be  imagined,  and  no  more  perfect 
could  be  desired,  unless  by  some  one  who  is  haijit- 
ually  discontented  with  all  the  gifts  of  the  Creator. 

To  this  county  our  subject  came  in  March,  1883, 
when  the  labors  of  the  earliest  settlers  had  made  a 
marked  improvement,  and  he  lived  for  one  summer 
in  Liberty,  after  which  he  settled  on  his  present 
farm  in  November.  He  was  born  on  the  14th  of 
February,  1841,  in  Washington  County,  N.  Y.,and 
is  a  son  of  AVilliam  McMurray,a  native  of  the  same  . 
county  and  t^tate.  He  was  early  acquainted  with 
the  duties  of  farm  life,  and  the  instruction  which  he 
received  from  his  father  having  been  well  received 
and  remembered,  has  enabled  him  to  bring  his  farm 
to  its  present  fine  condition.  It  has  occasionally 
been  said  that  a  man  without  education  can  success- 
fully follow  the  pursuit  of  agriculture,  but  if  that 
saying  has  been  proved  true  in  a  few  instances,  it  is 
not  true  as  a  rule,  for  on  the  farm  as  well  as  in  any 
of  the  learned  professions  knowledge  is  power.  A 
scientific  farmer  is  able  to  analyze  the  soil  which  he 
means  to  cultivate,  and  he  is  able  to  tell  sufficient 
of  its  character  to  know  which  seeds  will  receive 
most  nourishment  from  it,  and  what  kinds  of  crops 
to  plant.  He  knows  the  best  season  for  sowing  and 
reaping  the  various  grains,  and  if  he  has  fruit  trees, 
he  understands  the  pruning  of  them  as  well  as  the 
mulching  of  his  vines  and  shrubbery. 

In  order  then  to  become  a  successful  farmer,  our 
subject  received  first  the  instruction  from  the  com- 
mon schools,  and  then  attended  the  Argyle  Academy 
in  his  native  county,  receiving  thereby  a  good  prep- 
aration for  business  life.  In  March,  1868,  he  left 
his  county  and  moved  to  Jasper  County,  Iowa, 
where  he  lived  until  he  came  to  his  present  farm. 
He  was  married,  on  the  12th  of  February,  1862,  to 
Mary  J.  McFadden,  a  daughter  of  Isaiah   McFad- 
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den  (dec-eased),  and  tliey  have  reared  a  famil}'  of 
six  children,  William  J.  being  called  from  them  in 
his  sixteenth  year,  just  as  he  was  bordering  on  early 
manhood.  The  surviving  members  of  the  family 
are  :  Margaret  T.,  Lawrence  N.,  Frankie  M.,  George 
and  Arthur.  Margaret  married  Eugene  Abbott,  of 
Humboldt.  Kan.,  and  has  one  child  named  Hal; 
Fi^nkie  M.  married  J.  R.  Spicer. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  McMurray  are  leading  members  of 
the  United  Presbyterian  Church,  the  former  hav- 
ing acted  in  the  capacity  of  Deacon  in  that  church 
for  several  years.  As  a  successful  farmer,  and  as  a 
Christian  man  and  enterprising  citizen,  he  is  worthy 
the  esteem  which  is  accorded  him  by  his  friends  and 
neighbors. 


JONATHAN  SHARP  is  the  owner  of  a  very 
fine  farm,  some  200  acres  in  extent,  situated 
on  sections  1  and  2,  Liberty  Township,  and 
containing  some  of  the  best  agricultural  land 
in  the  county.  It  is  devoted  to  the  raising  of  all 
kinds  of  cereals,  and  also  stock.  He  was  born  in 
Claiborne  County,  Tenn.,  June  13,  1826,  and  is  the 
son  of  George  and  Agnes  (Kirk)  Sharp,  who  were 
natives  of  Vermont  and  Virginia  respectively.  His 
father  served  throughout  the  War  of  1812  in  com- 
pany with  a  brother.     He  is  now  deceased. 

Our  subject  was  reared  and  educated  in  his  native 
county.  He  went  to  Christian  County,  111.,  in  the 
fall  of  1864,  and  in  the  spring  of  the  following  year 
came  to  this  county  and  bought  his  present  farm, 
and  has  since  continued  to  reside  upon  it.  At  the 
time  of  settlement  our  subject  was  almost  alone,  as 
there  were  but  two  other  families  in  the  county. 
The  nearest  place  of  supply  and  post-ofBce  was  Paw- 
nee, a  distance  of  twenty  miles.  Our  subject  paid  the 
expense  of  establishing  a  post-office  at  Liberty  in 
the  fall  of  1866,  and  Pleasant  Johnson  was  appointed 
to  take  charge  of  the  same.  Indians  were  numer- 
ous and  not  always  honest;  at  one  time  our  subject 
almost  precipitated  trouble  among  them  in  his  anx- 
iety to  recapture  a  horse  thej'  had  stolen. 

The  conveniences  of  residence  under  such  cir- 
cumstances as  the  above  can  be  appreciated  when  it 
is  remembered  that  in  later  days,  when  the  country 
was  better  settled,  our  subject  when  he  desired  to 
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go  to  mill  went  either  to  Mar3-sville,  Kan.,  or  Table 
Rock,  Neb.,  a  distance  of  twent3'-two  miles  in  the  one 
case  and  twenty-seven  in  the  other.  He  became 
the  owner  of  a  small  grocery  store  at  Beatrice,  ca- 
pable of  containing,  perhaps,  one  wagon-load  of 
stock,  sufficient,  however,  for  the  new  cabins  of 
that  place. 

Our  subject  was  married,  on  the  8th  of  January, 
1846,  to  Margaret  E.  Lynch,  a  daughter  of  Aaron 
Lynch  (deceased),  and  there  have  been  given  to 
them  twelve  children,  of  whom  eleven  live,  whose 
names  are  given  as  follows:  Martha,  Susan,  Sarah, 
Cordelia,  Ella,  Lizzie.  William,  Nicholas.  Lewis, 
Nathaniel  and  George.  For  about  two  years  our 
subject  held  the  office  of  Assessor,  and  filled  the 
chair  of  Justice  of  the  Peace  for  eleven  j'ears.  He 
is  a  very  earnest  member  (5f  the  Baptist  Church. 
Usually  Mr.  Sharp  votes  the  Republican  ticket,  and 
is  active  in  behalf  of  that  party,  but  at  the  same 
time  is  very  careful,  especially  in  local  matters,  to 
aid  in  the  election  only  of  good  men,  being  swayed 
in  his  decision  by  what  appears  to  be  the  people's 
interest. 

Lewis  B.  Sharp,  son  of  the  above,  was  born  in 
Claiborne  County.  Tenn.,  on  the  20th  of  Novem- 
ber, 1855,  and  came  to  this  place  with  his  father  in 
the  year  1 865,  and  has  resi<led  here  ever  since.  He 
is  at  present  engaged  as  a  clerk  in  the  mercantile  bus- 
iness in  Liberty,  where  he  has  been  for  about  seven 
years.  Previous  to  that  time  he  had  been  engaged 
in  farming.  He  is  the  owner  of  240  acres  of  valu- 
able land,  and  possesses  character  and  personal 
qualities  that  would  warrant  the  assumption  that 
the  future  has  greater  things  in  store  for  this  enter- 
prising and  able  young  man. 

ir_^  ON.  NATHAN  K.  GRIGGS,  senior  mem- 
[Tj]  ber  of  the  law  firm  of  Griggs  &  Rinaker, 
1^^  stands  among  the  prominent  men  of  this 
(^)  county,  who  have  made  their  mark  not  only 
in  the  profession,  but  as  business  men  and  citizens, 
without  whose  enterprise  and  public  spirit  the  city 
of  Beatrice  would  by  no  means  have  attained  its 
present  importance.  Mr.  Griggs  is  in  the  prime  of 
life,  a  native  of  Indiana,  and   was   born    in   Frank- 
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fort,  the  county  scat  of  Clinton  County,  Oct.  25, 
1844.  The  seconfl  in  a  faniilj'  of  four  children,  he 
is  the  son  of  Lucien  D.  and  Mary  T.  (Kirk)  Griggs, 
the  former  a  native  of  Connecticut  and  the  latter 
of  Ohio.  The  parents  were  married  in  Clinton 
County,  Ind..  and  were  among  the  pioneers  of  that 
.State.  The  father  was  one  of  the  most  prominent 
attorneys  of  Indiana,  and  continued  in  his  profes- 
sion until  his  death  at  Frankfort,  in  1848.  Tiie 
mother  is  still  a  widow,  lives  in  Beatrice,  and  is 
still  seeraingl}'  quite  a  j'oung  woman. 

The  boyhood  of  our  subject  was  passed  at  the 
old  homestead  in  Indiana,  and  at  an  early  age  he 
evinced  a  disposition  for  stud}',  and  more  than 
ordinary  mental  capacities.  After  emerging  from 
the  district  school,  where  he  had  made  so  good  a 
use  of  his  time  and  opportunities,  that  he  was  able 
to  take  charge  of  several  advanced  schools,  he  en- 
tered the  law  dep.nrtment  of  the  University  of  In- 
diana, from  which  he  was  graduated  in  the  spring 
of  1867.  Immediately  after  leaving  the  university, 
in  the  early  spring  of  18G7,  he  came  to  Pawnee 
County,  this  State,  and  in  the  month  of  June  fol- 
lowing selected  the  city  of  Beatrice  as  his  future 
scene  of  operations.  Opening  a  law  office  he  com- 
menced the  practice  of  his  profession,  combining 
with  it  the  duties  again  of  a  pedagogue  and  also  a 
collector.  In  due  time  he  established  himself  in  the 
banking  business,  associating  himself  with  a  part- 
ner, Mr.  Webb,  the  latter  atttending  mostly  to  the 
duties  of  the  bank,  while  Mr.  Griggs  pursued  his 
law  practice. 

These  gentlemen  continued  together  until  1874, 
when  our  subject  withdrew  from  the  bank.  In 
1871  he  formed  a  law  partnership  with  Capt.  W. 
H.  Ashby,  the  late  candidate  of  the  Democratic 
party  of  Gage  County  for  Senator,  which  partner- 
ship continued  until  1875.  Mr.  Griggs  then  con- 
tinued his  law  business  alone  until  1876,  when  he 
was  appointed  by  Gen.  Grant  Consul  to  Germany. 
The  duties  of  this  office  occupied  his  time  until  the 
fall  of  1882,  at  which  time  he  recrossed  the  Atlantic 
homeward,  and  returning  to  Beatrice  formed  a 
partnership  with  H.  J.  Dobbs,  and  continued  the 
practice  of  law  with  him  until  1884,  when  the  latter 
was  appointed  Register  of  the  United  States  Land 
Office.     In    August,    1885,    lie   associated    himself 


witli  his  present  partner,  Samuel  Rinaker,  son  of 
the  well-known  Gen.  Rinaker.  of  Macoupin  Count}-, 
III.,  and  the  firm  has  already  a  good  proportion  of 
the  choice  legal  business  of  the  county.  The  firm 
is  a  strong  one,  both  members  being  men  of  more 
than  ordinary  legal  talent. 

The  marriage  of  Hon.  ^athall  K.  Griggs  and 
Miss  Kpsie  E.  Saunders,  of  Delhi,  Iowa,  was  cele- 
brated at  the  bride's  home,  Dec.  21,  1869.  Mrs. 
Griggs  was  born  in  Rochester,  N.  Y.,  and  is  the 
daughter  of  Charles  and  Eliza  Saunders,  who  were 
natives  of  England,  and  later  became  residents  of 
Ohio.  Both  are  now  dead.  Of  this  union  there 
have  been  horn  three  children,  two  daughters  and 
a  son — Nelly  K..  Era  E.  and  Dora  M.  The  family 
residence  is  located  on  the  corner  of  Fifth  and  Elk 
streets,  in  the  business  part  of  the  city,  and  with  its 
surroundings  forms  a  home  in  every  way  suitable 
to  the  means  and  standing  of  the  proprietor. 

In  1871  Mr.  Griggs  was  elected  a  member  of  the 
Constitutional  Convention  from  the  Twelfth  Sena- 
torial District.  Two  years  later  he  was  elected 
State  Senator  from  the  same  district,  and  at  the 
expiration  of  this  term  of  office  was  re-elected,  his 
district  extending  from  the  eastern  line  of  Gage 
County  to  the  western  line  of  the  State.  During 
the  last  session  of  the  Senate  he  was  unanimously 
elected  its  President.  While  holding  this  position 
he  was  unanimously  chosen  by  the  Legislature  as  a 
member  of  the  Board  of  the  Deaf  and  Dumb  In- 
stitution at  Omaha,  and  then  received  the  unani- 
mous vote  for  President  of  the  institution,  only 
withdrawing  upon  his  appointment  as  Consul  to 
Germany.  He  has  been  five  times  elected  Presi- 
dent of  State  Republican  Conventions,  and  thus  his 
party  politics  are  sutHciently  indicated.  In  1883 
he  was  a  candidate  for  the  nomination  of  Judge  of 
the  Supreme  Court,  but  was  defeated  by  Judge 
Reese. 

Mr.  Griggs  has  for  many  years  been  warmly  in- 
terested in  the  principles  of  ISIasonry,  and  for  a 
period  of  five  years  was  Master  of  the  lodge  at 
Beatrice,  being  its  first  presiding  officer,  .and  deliv- 
ered two  addresses  before  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Ne- 
braska, which  were  highlj'  commended  b}'  the 
brethren.  A  man  of  extraordinarily  fine  tastes  and 
a  great  lover  of  music,  he  has  evinced   more   than 
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ordinary  devotion  to  this  art.  As  a  composer  he 
has  published  a  large  number  of  songs  in  sheet 
music,  both  in  New  York  and  Chicago,  and  has  at 
the  present  time  quite  an  extended  composition  in 
the  hands  of  the  publishers,  which  his  friends  an- 
ticipate will  be  a  little  beyond  the  ordinary. 

Our  subject  was  one  of  the  original  appraisers 
of  the  school  lands  of  this  county,  in  connection 
with  William  Blakely  and  Luther  P.  Chandler,  the 
latter  then  Sheriff  of  Gage  County,  but  now  a  resi- 
dent of  Roseburg,  Ore.  Mr.  Chandler,  during  the 
late  war,  participated  in  the  conflict  as  a  soldier  of 
the  Union  army,  was  captured  by  the  rebels,  and 
at  different  times  confined  in  every  Southern  prison, 
from  each  of  which  he  made  his  escape  in  spite  of 
bloodhounds  and  the  vigilance  of  his  captors.  At 
one  time  he  spent  weeks  hiding  in  the  marshes  at 
Charleston,  S.  C,  and  finally  escaped  by  swimming 
to  a  United  States  gunboat.  During  the  associa- 
tion of  our  subject  with  Mr.  Chandler  there  sprang 
up  between  them  a  warm  friendship,  which  has 
continued  to  this  day. 


PIDILLO  n.  DOBBS.  Among  the  families 
identified  with  the  pioneer  history  of  Ne- 
braska, and  of  those  who  have  been  constant, 
earnestaud  active  throughout  the  period  of  its  devel- 
opment, so  far  as  their  district  was  concerned,  is 
that  of  the  gentleman  whose  biography  is  here 
sketched.  His  home  is  situated  upon  section  14  of 
Rockford  Township,  and  forms  a  beautiful,  well- 
cultivated,  and  verj'  fertile  farm. 

Our  subject  is  the  son  of  Joel  and  Sally  Dobbs. 
They  were  both  born  in  Buncombe  County,  N.  C. 
The  family  ancestry  is  clearly  and  directly  traced 
back  to  pre-Revolutionary  tinbes,  to  Scotch  emigrants 
who  settled  in  North  Carolina  generations  ago,  and 
from  the  first  became  identified  with  the  country, 
its  interests  and  institutions.  Chensej' Dobbs,  the 
paternal  grandfather  of  our  subject,  served  seven 
j'ears  in  the  Revolutionary  War,  and  when  this  was 
over  settled  in  East  Tennessee,  where  he  became  the 
father  of  a  family  of  nineteen  children,  fourteen  of 
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whom  arrived  at  years  of  maturity.  Of  these  was 
Joel,  the  father  of  our  subject,  who  was  the  eight- 
eenth child  born  to  his  parents.  He  and  three  of  his 
brothers  were  in  the  War  of  1812,  they  serving  as 
regimental  blacksmiths  under  the  command  of  Gen. 
Jackson,  and  had  their  full  share  of  the  hard  knocks, 
hard  fare  and  other  hardships  incidental  to  the  biv- 
ouac, march  and  conflict. 

The  father  of  our  subject  after  the  war  returned 
to  Claiborne  County,  Tenn.,  wiiere  he  was  married 
in  1815,  and  whence  he  removed  to  Casey  County, 
Ky.,  where  his  wife  died  in  1828,  aged  forty  years. 
She  was  the  mother  of  nine  children,  whose  names 
are  as  subjoined  :  Hugh,  Russell  L.,  Barthenia,  An- 
derson, Orleany,  Fidillo  H.,  William  C,  Archibald 
and  Sally.  A  second  marriage  was  contracted,  tiie 
name  of  the  lady  being  Elizabeth  Langvill,  and  of 
this  union  seven  children  were  born,  five  of  whom 
they  were  permitted  to  bring  up.  From  1829  un- 
til April  of  1837  the  family  resided  in  Indiana, 
from  that  on  in  the  State  of  Missouri.  Mr.  Dobbs, 
Sr.,  always  worked  in  the  blacksmitii-shop,  and  was 
very  successful,  leaving  at  his  death  in  the  year 
1842  an  estate  of  about  $20,000. 

The  date  of  the  birth  of  our  subject  is  given  as 
the  4th  of  March,  1823,  and  his  native  place  Casey 
County,  Ky.  At  the  age  of  six  years  he  accom- 
panied liis  parents  to  Indiana.  He  had  even  at 
that  early  age  begun  to  lay  the  foundation  of  an 
education,  having  attended  one  of  the  Kentucky 
schools.  Educational  advantages  in  Indiana  were 
limited  to  subscription  schools,  and  were  confined 
to  three  months'  teaching  per  annum.  When 
young  Dobbs  reached  the  age  of  fourteen  years  the 
family  removed  to  Missouri,  a  trip  most  thoroughly 
enjoyed  by  our  subject,  who  was  then  at  an  age 
fully  to  appreciate  such  an  expedition.  He  carried 
his  rifle  the  entire  distance,  for  the  most  part  walk- 
ing near  the  wagon,  unless  called  aside  by  some  ob- 
ject of  sport  that  brought  into  play  his  skill  as  a 
marksman. 

The  introduction  to  Missouri  was  to  our  subject 
also  an  introduction  to  the  sterner  realities  of  life. 
Under  the  tuition  of  his  father  he  learned  the  black- 
smith trade  and  also  farming.  "All  work  and  no 
play  makes  Jack  a  dull  boj^"  was  then  and  still  is 
true,  and  in  order  to  escape  the  dread  fiat  of  the 
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proverb,  the  few  hours  that  he  could  call  his  own 
from  time  to  time  were  employed  in  hunting,  and 
many  a  deer  has  fallen  before  his  rifle  muzzle. 
For  about  five  or  six  years  he  devoted  from  per- 
haps three  to  six  months  in  school  teaching,  at 
which  he  was  very  successful.  He  offered  himself 
for  service  in  the  Mexican  AVar,  but  was  not  ac- 
cepted because  the  ranks  were  already  filled. 

Mr.  Dobbs  was  united  in  marriage,  Aug.  1,  1847, 
with  Miss  Mary  Jane  Shullenbarger,  a  daughter  of 
Jacob  and  Susan  (Simeon)  ShuUenbargar,  who  were 
of  German  descent,  but  the  father  a  native  of  North 
Carolina,  and  the  mother  of  Butler  County,  Ohio. 
They  were  married  in  Indiana,  from  which  .State 
they  removed  first  to  Iowa,  and  finally  to  Missouri. 
Their  family  included  twelve  children,  whose  names 
are  recorded  as  follows :  Mary  Jane,  John  F.,  Henry 
8.,  Catherine,  William  M.,  Sophia,  Lucy,  Daniel  RI., 
Ellen,  Joseph  L.,  Louis,  and  one  who  died  in  infancy 
unnamed.  The  wife  of  our  subject  was  born  on 
the  20th  of  August,  1831,  in  Randolph  County, 
Ind.  AVhile  quite  small  she  accompanied  her  par- 
ents to  Dubuque,  Iowa.  When  she  was  thirteen 
years  of  age  the  family  started  for  Arkansas,  but 
stopped  at  Springfield,  Mo.,  and  there  formed  the 
acquaintance  of  our  subject  in  1845.  The  follow- 
ing year  the  daughter  Mary  became  a  pupil  in  the 
school  of  our  subject,  and  in  1847  thej'  were  mar- 
ried. 

After  their  marriage  the  young  couple  settled  in 
Southern  Missouri,  but  after  five  years  removed  to 
the  northwestern  part  of  the  State.  The  occupation 
of  our  subject  was  that  of  farming,  but  owing  to  a 
severe  sickness,  which  lasted  four  years,  he  could 
not  make  much  {:)rogrcss.  In  1856  he  went  to  Kan- 
sas, but  on  account  of  hostilities  there  he  soon  re- 
turned to  Missouri,  remaining  two  years.  On  the 
9th  of  August,  1858,  he  came  into  Nebraska  Terri- 
tory, and  located  a  claim  on  Mud  Creek  in  tiiis 
county.  In  March  of  the  following  year  he  took 
up  his  residence  therewith  his  family,  bringing  with 
him  his  possessions,  which,  in  his  own  expressive 
phrase,  were  "mighty  little."  Upon  the  12th  of 
May,  1859,  Mr.  Dobbs  removed  to  his  present  farm. 
The  only  time  he  has  left  this  home  was  upon  the 
occasion  of  the  Indian  massacre  of  August,  18C4; 
but  he  soon   returned,  and  has  since  continued   his 
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uninterrupted  residence  here.  He  horaesteadcd 
his  claim  upon  the  5th  of  August,  1863,  and  it  was 
among  the  very  first  granted. 

Mr.  Dobbs  is  justly  proud  of  his  connection  with 
the  pioneer  history  of  Nebraska,  and  has  anxiously 
but  gladly  watched  the  State  and  county  develop 
their  resources  in  response  to  the  labor  of  the  in- 
coming settlers.  While  the  State  has  been  devel- 
oping, the  family  of  our  subject  also  grew  until  his 
children  numbered  eleven.  ^?ho  were  named  Will- 
iam J.,  Hugh  J.,  Susan  C.  (who  died  at  the  age  of 
thirteen  months),  Russell  L.,  Sarah  J.,  Louisa  K., 
Joel  B.,  Josephine,  John  A.,  Thomas  F.  and  Lucy  A. 

Our  subject  was  one  of  the  men  who  voted  for 
the  adoption  of  the  State  Constitution  in  1860,  and 
also  in  1866.  He  has  served  as  County  Commis- 
sioner and  in  a  number  of  other  oflBces,  educational 
and  political,  and  has  conscientiously  labored  for 
the  best  interests  of  his  fellow-citizens.  It  is  his 
belief  that  every  citizen  should  fully  inform  himself 
regarding  the  political  issues  and  reform  measures 
of  the  age,  then  with  that  knowledge  to  exercise  his 
right  of  ballot.  He  is  a  Republican,  and  in  1844 
voted  for  Henry  Clay,  in  1848  for  Taylor;  from 
that  time  until  1864  he  voted  the  Democratic  ticket, 
but  since  then  has  in  every  instant  handed  in  a 
straight  Republican  ballot.  Mr.  Dobbs  still  owns 
the  old  homestead  of  1 60  acres,  and  looks  upon  it 
with  both  pride  and  affection.  He  regards  it  as  a 
gift  from  his  country,  and  says  "  I  always  thought 
more  of  a  present  than  anything  else  I  owned." 
His  log  cabin,  built  in  1865,  still  stands,  and  this 
too  has  a  place  in  his  affections,  being  held  in  that 
peculiar  respect  accorded  the  relics  that  are  part  of 
the  life  of  former  days.  The  benevolence  of  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Dobbs  is  proverbial,  and  those  needing  rest 
and  refreshments  have  seldom  been  turned  empty- 
handed  from  their  door.  They  are  widely  and 
favorably  known  for  the  beauty  of  their  lives,  the 
consistency  of  their  actions,  and  their  liberal  hospi- 
tality. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Dobbs  have  for  a  long  period  been 
members  of  the  Baptist  Church,  at  Be.itrice,  and  for 
twenty  years  our  subject  has  served  as  Deacon.  He 
has  also  been  prominently  identified  with  Sunday- 
school  work,  having  organized  the  first  Baptist 
Sunday-school  in  the  county,  of  which  he  was  Super- 
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inteiiflent  for  ten  years,  and  with  his  wife  is  still 
mimberefl  among  the  most  ellicient  and  devoted 
Christians  and  workers  in  the  community. 

In  the  view  of  the  homestead  of  Mr.  Dobbs,  and 
which  will  be  found  on  another  page,  is  perhaps 
illustrated  better  than  any  words  which  we  can 
employ  the  skill  and  industry  of  the  proprietor  as 
an  agriculturist,  and  his  good  judgment  in  the  in- 
vestment of  the  capital  he  acquired  by  his  perse- 
vering toil. 

-^ ^-^-^ ^- 

\i^'RANCIS  M.  BARNES,  whose  home  and  farm 
||=^  are  situated  on  section  36,  Barneston  Town- 
li,  ship,  is  one  who  has  been  upon  the   frontier 

for  many  years,  and  has  watched  with  satisfaction 
and  pride  the  phenomenal  development  and  growth 
of  the  State.  He  was  born  in  the  city  of  Baltimore, 
Md.,  upon  the  1st  of  May,  1832,  and  is  the  son 
of  William  and  Linda  Barnes,  natives  of  Carroll 
County,  of  the  same  State.  His  father,  now  de- 
ceased, was  by  trade  a  millwright,  and  was  consid- 
ered a  thoroughly  competent  and  skilled  workman. 
He  removed  to  St.  Louis,  Mo.,  in  1842,  and  there 
followed  his  calling  until  his  death,  which  occurred 
in  the  year  1855. 

Our  subject  attended  the  St.  Louis  city  schools, 
and  there  laid  the  foundation  upon  which  he  has 
since  been  building  his  life  interests.  He  devel- 
oped an  aptitude  for  study,  and  made  fairly  rapid 
progress.  Upon  leaving  school  he  worked  for  three 
years  at  ship  carpentering,  and  in  1854  went  to 
Kansas  City,  where  he  engaged  in  transfer  busi- 
ness. Four  years  later  he  came  to  this  State,  and 
settled  in  Richardson  County.  There  he  followed 
freighting  and  general  farming  until  about  1870, 
when  he  came  to  this  county  and  settled  upon  his 
present  property. 

The  land  purchased  by  our  subject  belonged  to 
the  Otoe  (Missouri)  Confederate  band  of  Indians, 
who  occupied  the  land  here  for  twenty-five  miles 
east  and  west,  and  ten  north  and  south.  They 
sold  a  portion  in  1876-77.  The  reservation  then 
extended  two  miles  into  Kansas,  being  ten  miles 
north  and  south,  and  six  and  three-quarters  east 
and  west.     For  eleven  years  he   lived   here  among 


the  Indians,  engaged  in  farming  and  mercantile 
transactions  at  the  Otoe  Agency,  where  Barneston 
now  stands,  and  for  over  ten  years  enjoyed  quite  a 
large  and  lucrative  trade,  mostly  from  the  Indians, 
all  the  time  carrying  on  his  farming,  and  at  differ- 
ent times  giving  attention  to  stock-raising.  He 
owns  240  acres  on  Mission  Creek,  mostly  excellent 
bottom  land,  well  adapted  to  his  purpose. 

Upon  the  16th  of  November,  1856,  our  subject 
was  united  in  marriage  witii  Miss  Jane  Dripps, 
daughter  of  Andrew  and  Mary  Dripps.  The  former 
is  deceased.  She  was  born  at  Bellevue,  in  this  State, 
upon  the  15th  of  November,  1829.  Their  family 
circle  included  seven  children,  five  of  whom  are 
living.  The  names  given  them  are  as  follows: 
William,  Charles  G.,  Emmett  F.,  Frederick  H.  and 
Katie.  Emmett  was  united  in  marriage  to  Nannie 
Kirkendall,  of  Barneston,  and  resides  in  Barneston ; 
they  are  the  parents  of  one  child,  to  whom  has  been 
given  the  name  Harold;  Katie  is  happily  married 
to  Charles  Warren,  of  Barneston. 

During  the  late  war  our  subject  expressed  the 
patriotism  and  love  of  the  old  flag  and  the  Union 
that  burned  within  him  by  helping  to  raise  two  com- 
panies of  vvell-drilled  men  for  the  United  States 
service.  Among  the  various  fraternities  our  sub- 
ject is  quite  well  known,  being  a  member  of  the  A. 
O.  U.  AV.,  the  I.  O.  O.  F.,  and  also  the  Masonic 
fraternity.  In  each  he  is  received  as  a  true  and 
worthy  brother,  and  is  held  in  respect  and  higli  re- 
gard. The  political  sentiments  of  our  subject  are 
in  harmony  with  those  of  the  Democratic  party,  of 
which  for  many  years  he  has  been  a  member. 
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JACOB  LEWIS  is  successfully  engaged  in  the 
pursuit  of  agriculture  and  stock-raising  on 
his  farm  on  section  23,  Blue  Springs  Town- 
ship. He  was  born  in  Pickaway  County, 
Ohio,  on  the  15th  of  August,  1847,  and  is  a  son  of 
Daniel  and  Catharine  Lewis,  the  former  of  whom 
was  a  native  of  Maryland  and  the  latter  of  Ohio. 
The  father  was  taken  by  his  parents  to  Ohio, 
where  he  grew  to  manhood  and  married  the  mother 
of  our  subject,  and  engaged  in  f.artning.  Our  sub- 
ject spent  his  early  life  on  his  father's  farm,  and  in 
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tlie  years  rlevoteil  to  the  acquisition  of  an  educa- 
tion be  attended  the  common  schools  and  diligently 
applied  himself  that  he  might  be  prepared  for  a  suc- 
cessful future.  When  the  time  came  for  him  to 
devote  himself  entirely  to  labor  bis  hands  performed 
the  routine  tasks  of  the  farm  life,  while  his  mind 
developed  and  strengthened  and  absorbed  the  teach- 
ings in  common  with  those  of  all  loyal  citizens, 
and  thus  the  time  passed  until  the  breaking  out  of 
the  Civil  War. 

Filled  with  the  fire  and  enthusiasm  of  healthy 
young  manhood,  and  sympathizing  with  his  country 
in  the  time  of  her  great  need,  our  subject  wished  to 
give  evidence  of  his  loyalty  and  courage,  and  went 
to  enlist  in  the  service.  But  what  a  disappointment 
to  him  to  find  his  willing  offer  rejected  because  he  was 
under  age  and  had  not  yet  attained  the  full  meas- 
ure of  manhood's  stature.  He  recovered  from  the 
disappointment  as  best  he  could,  and  continued  his 
vocation,  in  which  he  was  successful.  In  February, 
1885,  he  came  to  this  county,  making  his  home  in 
Blue  Springs  Township,  where  he  now  owns  eighty 
acres  of  good  farming  land,  on  which  he  has  made 
many  improvements,  and  is  giving  his  attention  to 
farming  and  stock-raising.  He  is  well  and  com- 
fortably situated,  his  house  and  farm  buildings  in 
good  order  and  supplied  with  many  of  the  modern 
conveniences  which  so  facilitate  the  labor  of  the 
farm,  and  his  surroundings  of  a  pleasing  and  at- 
tractive nature. 

On  the  29th  of  January,  1873,  our  subject  was 
united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Mary  £.  Fetty,  who 
is  a  daughter  of  Nimrod  and  Harriet  Fetty,  and 
was  born  in  F.iyette  County,  Ohio,  on  the  18th  of 
April,  1855.  Her  parents  were  natives  of  Ohio  and 
Maryland,  and  she  grew  to  womanhood  under  the 
shelter  of  their  roof,  perfecting  herself  in  womanly 
accomplishments  and  virtues  that  she  might  fill  a 
useful  station  in  life.  She  is  the  mother  of  five 
children,  named  Pliny  R.,  Clinton,  Roy  B..  Glenn 
and  Laura,  the  oldest  of  whom  are  already  begin- 
ning to  lift  some  of  the  smaller  burdens  from  the 
shoulders  of  their  kind  and  considerate  parents. 
Our  subject  is  well  known  and  respected  as  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Masonic  fraternity,  his  life  and  conduct 
being  in  accordance  with  the  principles  advocated 
by   that  honorable  order,  and    be  and  his  wife  are 


consistent  members  of  the  Methodist  Episeoi)al 
Church,  of  Blue  S])rings.  He  is  a  member  of  the 
Republican  party  in  politics,  but  is  not  aggressive 
and  does  not  seek  office  from  the  hand  of  party  or 
power,  preferring  to  lead  a  more  retired  life  in  the 
shelter  and  seclusion  of  his  own  home  rather  than 
endure  the  trials  and  animosities  consequent  upon 
a  political  life. 


M.  OSTENDORF,  one  of  the  most  popu- 
lar men  of  Gage  County,  operates  the  Doug- 
las Ranch  of  G40  acres,  owned  by  Smith 
Bros.,  of  Beatrice.  He  is  a  self-made  man  in  the 
strictest  sense  of  the  term.  Through  the  disadvan- 
tages surrounding  bis  early  life,  he  struggled  man- 
fully upward,  and  occupies  a  good  position  among 
his  fellow-citizens.  Although  of  limited  education, 
he  has  kept  his  eyes  open  to  what  was  going  on 
around  him  in  the  world,  and  is  thoroughly  well 
informed,  especially  in  regard  to  the  interests  with 
which  he  is  at  present  coimected. 

The  Ostendorfs  are  noted  for  their  physical 
strength  and  symmetry,  being  large  and  handsome, 
and  invariably  attracting  attention  wherever  found. 
Our  subject  was  born  in  Germany,  Sept.  8,1854, 
and  was  the  second  in  a  family  of  four  children. 
His  father  came  with  his  family  to  America  in  1858, 
and  followed  farming  as  before  in  his  native  coun- 
try. He  settled  in  Nebraska  in  1887,  and  is  now, 
with  his  estimable  wife,  a  resident  of  Holt  County, 
this  State.  They  are  aged  sixty  and  fifty-seven 
years,  respectively. 

Mr.  Ostendorf  entered  upon  the  serious  liiisiness 
of  life  at  the  early  age  of  fifteen  years.  Ujwn  reach- 
ing manhood  he  was  married,  June  17,  187(j,  to 
Miss  Belle  Parker,  who  was  born  in  Brown  County, 
111..  Oct. -24,  1858,  and  is  the  fifth  in  a  family  of 
nine  children.  Mr.  and  Jlrs.  O.  lived  in  Illinois 
about  six  years,  then  moved  to  Washington  Comity, 
Kan.,  where  they  lived  one  winter.  In  the  spring 
of  1882  the}'  became  residents  of  this  county. 
They  lived  in  Logan  Township  several  years,  ami 
until  Mr.  Ostendorf  was  proffered  his  present  posi- 
tion. 

To  our  subject  and  wife  there  were   born  seven 
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chililren,  viz. :  Isaac,  Oliver,  Johnnie,  Maggie,  Will- 
iam, Fred  and  Eddie.  Mr.  O.,  politically,  is  for  the 
most  part  an  advocate  of  Democratic  doctrines,  al- 
though he  votes  independently.  He  has  alwaj's 
been  a  reader,  and  at  one  period  in  his  life  obtained 
quite  a  local  reputation  as  a  debater.  He  possesses 
considerable  skill  as  a  machinist,  and  in  former 
years  operated  a  threshing-machine  fourteen  sum- 
mers. Douglas  Ranch  gives  employment  to  five 
men,  two  two-horse  teams  and  three  three- horse 
teams.  It  requires  no  small  amount  of  tact  and 
ability  to  carry  it  on  successfully,  but  Superintendent 
Ostendorf  has  proved  himself  equal  to  the  emer- 
gency. 

J  I  R.  DODDS,  editor  and  publisher  of  the  Wy- 
more  Democrat,  is  proprietor  of  the  oldest 
paper  in  this  part  of  Gage  County.  It  is 
Democratic  in  politics,  and  is  conducted  in 
that  business-like  manner  which  has  made  it  popu- 
lar and  placed  its  editor  among  the  front  ranks  of 
journalists  in  Southern  Nebraska. 

The  branch  of  the  Dodds  family  to  .which  our 
subject  belongs  emigrated  from  Scotland  to  the 
North  of  Ireland,  and  from  there  to  the  United 
States,  locating  in  the  Abl)eville  District,  near 
Charleston,  S.  C.  where  James  Dodds  married  Miss 
Marietta  Craig.  The  male  members  of  the  family 
took  an  active  part  in  the  Revolutionary  War  under 
the  direct  command  of  Gen.  Washington,  and  Mrs. 
Dodds,  remaining  on  the  plantation,  had  a  full  view 
of  Cornwailis  and  his  armj'. 

In  1795  the  plantation  was  sold,  and  the  Dodds 
family  started  for  Caldwell  County,  Ky.,  wiiere 
Mrs.  Margaret  Dodds  arrived  some  time  later,  her 
journey  having  been  sadly  interrupted  by  the  death 
of  her  husband  and  only  daughter,  who  died  before 
passing  the  State  line  in  South  Carolina.  The 
mother  was  accompanied  by  her  five  sons,  and  after 
a  comparatively  brief  sojourn  in  Kentucky  changed 
her  location  to  Sangamon  County,  111.,  where  two 
of  her  sons,  Joseph  and  Rev.  Gilbert  Dodds,  were 
already  located.  She  died  in  Illinois,  Jan.  17, 
1846,  ageil  ninetj'-seven. 

Joseph  Dodds,  the  paternal  grandfather  of  our 


subject,  was  born  May  28,  1785,  in  Abbeville  Dis- 
trict. S.  C,  and  was  .married  to  Mattie  Drennan, 
May  3,  1810.  They  had  eleven  children,  three 
born  in  Kentucky  and  the  others  in  Illinois. 
Among  these  children  was  William  Drennan  Dodds, 
the  father  of  our  subject,  and  the  eldest  of  the 
family.  He  was  born  Sept.  18,  1811,  in  Cald- 
well County,  Ky.,  and  married  Miss  Mary  P^ads.  in 
Sangamon  County,  111.,  Sept.  18,  1834.  In  the  fall 
of  that  year  he,  in  company  with  his  father-in-law, 
William  D.  Eads,  crossed  the  Mississippi  at  Old 
Flint  Hills,  where  the  city  of  Burlington,  Iowa, 
now  stands.  He  was  the  leading  pioneer  of  that 
region,  blazing  his  track  along  the  banks  of  Flint 
River,  and  his  eldest  son,  William  E.,  is  the  oldest 
native  citizen  of  the  State  of  Iowa.  Here  sixteen 
children  were  born  to  William  and  Mary  Dodds, 
nine  sons  and  seven  daughters. 

Joseph  R.  Dodds,  the  fourth  child  of  his  parents, 
was  born  Jan.  1,  1841,  and  was  married  to  Sarah 
E.  Mains,  Feb.  7,  18G1.  They  became  the  parents 
of  five  children,  the  eldest  of  whom,  a  son,  died 
when  thirteen  months  old.  Mary  L.,  the  eldest 
daughter,  was  born  Sept.  18,  1865,  and  married 
Charles  T.  Taylor,  of  Corning,  Mo. :  they  have  two 
children,  Guj'  D.  and  Beach  B..  and  are  now  resi- 
dents of  Wymore,  this  county.  Carrie  R.  was  m.ar- 
ried  at  Wymore  to  J.  N.  Howland,  and  they  are 
residents  of  Plattsmouth,  being  the  parents  of  two 
children — Harry  L.  and  Jessie  C.  Lulu  A.  was 
married  to  Arthur  W.  Fischer,  of  Wymore,  and 
became  the  mother  of  one  child,  whom  they  named 
Vistani  L.,  and  died  when  the  latter  was  one  week 
old;  the  little  girl  and  her  father  reside  with  Mr. 
Dodds.  Cyrene  E.,  the  youngest  daughter,  is  the 
wife  of  James  Murphy,  of  Wymore,  a  young  man 
who  has  held  the  responsible  position  of  private 
secretary  to  C.  D.  Rodgers,  Superintendent  of  the 
Burlington  &  Missouri  River  Railroad  at  this  place. 

The  second  year  of  the  war  Mr.  Dodds  enlisted 
in  the  Union  Array  at  Burlington,  Iowa,  Sept.  21, 
1862,  and  served  three  j'ears  and  one  day.  After 
resuming  the  duties  of  citizenship  he  became  a 
railroad  agent  and  telegraph  operator,  and  was  thus 
occupied  thirteen  years.  He  came  to  Wymore  in 
May.  1881.  interested  himself  at  once  in  the  up- 
building of  the  city,  and  on  the  12tli  of  May,  1882, 
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issued  the  first  number  of  the  Wyinore  Eagle  from 
the  basement  of  the  Citizens'  Banlf  buihUng.  whicli 
was  erected  by  him.  and  was  the  first  brick  structure 
in  the  city.  In  the  fall  of  that  year  he  purchased 
the  old  Gage  Cowxty  Leader,  consolidated  it  with 
the  Eagle,  and  later  merged  the  two  into  the  Wy- 
more  Democrat,  then  as  now  the  leading  paper  of 
Southern  Nebraska.  He  took  an  active  part  in 
opening  up  the  Otoe  Reservation  adjoining  the  city, 
and  which  for  years  had  been  controlled  by  a  syn- 
dicate of  plunderers.  The  mother  of  our  subject 
died  June  I,  1886,  and  the   father  April  30,  1888. 


EDWARD  ROBERTS  is  successfully  engaged 
in  farming  and  stock-raising  on  section  28, 
Barneston  Township,  where  he  has  a  fine 
farm  of  360  acres,  a  view  of  which  is  shown  in  this 
work.  He  is  a  native  of  Wales,  and  was  born  on  the 
26th  of  May,  1 833,  in  the  town  of  Mioneth,  where  he 
remained  until  he  was  about  thirty -one  years  old. 
In  March,  1868,  he  left  his  native  country  with  the 
intention  of  seeking  a  home  in  the  United  States, 
and  after  a  long  voyage  on  the  water  he  arrived 
safely  on  American  soil.  He  first  made  his  home 
in  Dodge  County,  Wis.,  thence  went  to  Iowa  County, 
Iowa,  in  the  following  j'ear,  in  which  latter  place 
he  remained  for  about  eleven  years.  In  March, 
1880,  he  came  to  this  county  and  made  his  home 
where  he  now  lives,  having  become  the  owner  of 
360  acres  of  well-improved  land  in  Barneston  Town- 
ship, besides  some  property  in  Blue  Springs.  He 
has  been  extensively  engaged  in  farming  and  stock- 
raising,  in  which  business  he  has  been  very  pros- 
perous, having  improved  his  land  by  the  exercise 
of  much  diligence  and  hard  labor  from  the  primi- 
tive condition  of  wild  praiiie  land. 

Our  subject  is  the  son  of  Robert  E.  and  Jane 
Roberts,  who  were  the  parents  of  seven  children, 
named  as  follows:  Robert  J.,  deceased,  and  buried 
in  the  churchyard  in  Barneston  Township;  Catha- 
rine resides  in  Wales;  Edward,  our  subject;  Guan 
and  Richard,  also  in  Wales;  John  and  Ellen,  in 
Barneston  Township.  All  were  born  in  Wales. 
Robert  and  Catharine  are  only  half  brother  and 
sister;  their  father's  name  was  Robert  Jones. 
<•  


In  the  year  1858  our  subject  was  united  in  mar- 
riage with  Miss  Jane  Roberts,  who  was  a  daughter 
of  Ellis  Roberts,  and  was  born  in  Wales.  >She  be- 
came the  mother  of  one  child,  a  daughter,  Ellen, 
but  our  subject  was  soon  bereft  of  her  companion- 
ship, her  death  occurring  while  he  was  a  resident  of 
his  native  country,  and  he  came  to  the  United 
States,  bringing  his  motherless  daughter  Ellon.  His 
daughter  married  Robert  J.  Jones,  of  Marshall 
County,  Kan.,  and  has  one  child,  named  Edwai-d  R. 
Our  subject  was  a  second  time  married,  in  the  fall 
of  1873,  to  Mrs.  Mary  Jones,  who  was  born  in 
Wales,  in  1841.  Her  parents,  William  and  Eliza- 
beth Jones,  were  natives  of  Wales,  and  died  in  their 
native  land. 

Our  subject  and  his  wife  are  the  parents  of  five 
children,  on  whom  they  have  bestowed  the  names 
Robert,  Edward,  Jane,  Lizzie  and  Evan.  Mrs. 
Roberts  is  the  mother  of  a  son  by  her  first  mar- 
riage, John  P.  Jones,  a  native  of  Wales.  Besides 
giving  close  attention  to  the  improvement  of  his 
farm  and  the  raising  of  stock,  our  subject  has  taken 
an  important  [)art  in  the  public  affairs  of  his  town- 
ship, and  has  borne  a  share  of  the  public  honors. 
In  the  fall  of  1887  he  was  elected  Supervisor  of  the 
township,  and  had  previously  been  Road  Supervisor 
for  two  years.  He  is  widely  known  as  an  industri- 
ous and  enterprising  business  man,  who  has  made  a 
success  of  his  vocation  and  has  won  the  esteem  and 
confidence  of  his  fellowmen.  He  is  a  prominent 
member  of  the  Welsh  Presbyterian  Church,  and 
both  he  and  his  wife  are  popular  in  society  circles. 


Tr^.OBERT  LITTLEJOHN,  a  well-to-do  farmer 
IL^  of  Hanover  Township,  who  is  comfortably 
c*i  \y,  located  on  section  10,  was  born  in  the  town 
^p)of  Kilburnie,  Ayrshire,  Scotland,  Nov.  10, 
18.57.  When  a  child  three  years  of  age  he  can)e  to 
America  with  his  parents  and  his  brother  David. 
Of  the  latter  a  sketch  will  be  found  elsewhere  in 
this  volume. 

The  parents  of  our  subject  settled  in  Morgan 
Couuty,  111.,  and  the  latter  when  a  boy  was  eni- 
ploj-ed  in  the  coal  mines  at  Alton.  He  grew  to 
man's  estate   in   that   county,  and  was  married,  in 
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1882,  to  Miss  Jennie,  daugliter  of  William  Schultz. 
Mrs.  Littlejoliii  was  born  in  Wisconsin,  Oct.  4,1854, 
anfl  is  the  yonngest  of  a  familj-  of  seven  children. 
Her  mother  died  when  she  was  but  one  year  old, 
and  her  father  died  when  she  was  a  little  girl  of 
seven.  She  was  reared  by  her  grandparents  in  Rock 
Island,  111.,  and  came  to  Nebraska  with  Mr.  T.  B. 
Essex,  of  Rockford  Township,  with  whose  family 
she  remained  until  her  marriage.  Of  this  union 
there  are  two  children — Bertha  M.  and  an  infant. 

The  farm  of  our  subject  embraces  320  acres  of 
valuable  land,  which,  with  its  buildings,  its  live 
stock  and  its  machinery,  forms  one  of  the  most  valu- 
able estates  in  this  part  of  the  county.  Mr.  Little- 
john  possesses  in  a  marked  degree  all  the  reliable 
qualities  of  a  nationality  which  is  reverted  to  with 
pardonable  pride  by  every  son  of  "bonnie"  Scotland. 
He  is  a  man  of  strict  integrity,  one  whose  word  is 
considered  as  good  as  his  bond.  Mrs.  Littlejohn  is 
in  every  respect  the  suitable  companion  of  such  a 
man  as  her  husband,  a  lady  of  more  than  ordinary 
intelligence,  possessing  all  the  womanly  virtues,  and 
a  member  in  good  standing  of  the  Methodist  Epis- 
copal Church.  Politically,  Mr.  L.  is  a  stanch  Re- 
publican. 


/Jr^  EORGE  WYMORE,  a  very  successful  market 
ill  __,  gardener  of  the  village  which  bears  his 
^^ijj  name,  was  born  in  Kentucky,  Jan.  24,  1825, 
and  remained  with  his  parents  until  reaching  his 
majority;  then,  starting  out  for  himself,  he  com- 
menced farming  in  Indiana.  Later  he  moved  to 
Iowa,  and  purchased  eighty  acres  of  new  land, 
which  he  improved.  He  was  there  married  to  Miss 
Sarah  J.  HoUingsworth,  and  remained  a  resident 
of  the  Hawkeye  State  until  1861.  Later  he  removed 
again,  first  to  Kansas  and  then  to  Missouri,  finally 
returning  to  Iowa,  and  thence  came  to  Wymore  in 
1878,  before  the  village  had  been  laid  out.  He  pur- 
chased land,  and  also  took  up  other  land  in  the 
county  north  of  Odell.  and  after  Wymore  began  to 
assume  the  semblance  of  a  town  established  his 
market  garden,  and  is  now  doing  a  very  successful 
business,  having  a  snug  home  and  a  good   income. 


He  raises  all  kinds  of  fruits  and  vegetables,  finding 
for  them  a  ready  market  in  the  city. 

To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Wymore  there  were  born  eleven 
children,  two  of  whom  died  unnamed.  The  others 
were:  Robert  J.,  Newton,  Lillian  G.,  Margaret  J., 
William,  Sarah  E.,  George,  Amanda  and  Oliver. 
Four  of  these  are  at  home,  namely :  Robert,  who  is 
engaged  in  the  grocery  business;  Oliver,  Jane  and 
Lillian.  William  is  a  resident  of  Kansas;  he  mar- 
ried a  Miss  Wymore,  who  is  now  deceased.  George 
married  Miss  Alva  HoUingsworth,  and  is  the  father 
of  two  children,  and  lives  in  Wymore  Township; 
Margaret  is  the  wife  of  Lewis  Vanes,  and  a  resident 
of  Kansas;  they  have  seven  children.  Amanda  is 
the  wife  of  W.  R.  Wymore,  a  resident  of  Iowa,  and 
they  have  three  children.  Mr.  Wymore  and  his 
family  belong  to  the  Christian  Church. 

Mrs.  Sarah  (HoUingsworth)  Wymore  was  i)orn  in 
Iowa,  in  1828,  and  is  the  daughter  of  John  HoUings- 
worth. She  received  a  common-school  education, 
and  lived  with  her  parents  until  her  marriage.  Of 
this  excellent  lady  her  family  w.is  deprived  by  death 
in  1868,  while  they  were  residents  of  Missouri.  She 
possessed  more  than  ordinary  strength  of  character, 
and  perfmmed  life's  duties  in  the  most  praiseworthy 
manner.  Her  death  was  greatly  mourned  .  by  her 
family  and  friends.  Her  father  removed  from 
North  Carolina  to  Illinois  during  its  pioneer  days, 
and  a  few  years  later  to  Iowa,  where  he  carried  on 
farming  extensively.  He  finally  removed  to  Chase 
County,  Kan.,  where  he  died  about  1876,  and  his 
wife  two  or  three  years  later. 

Samuel  Wymore,  the  father  of  our  subject,  and 
also  a  native  of  Kentucky,  was  born  about  1780. 
He  left  the  Blue  Grass  regions  while  a  young  man, 
but  had  been  married  in  Owen  County  to  Miss  , 
Prudence  Hadden,  and  they  became  the  parents  of 
eight  children,  all  of  whom  lived  to  mature  years. 
Mr.  Wymore  continued  farming  in  Montgomery 
County,  Ind.,  until  his  death,  which  occurred  in 
1843,  when  he  had  attained  a  little  more  than  three- 
score years.  The  wife  and  mother  survived  her 
husband  about  ten  years. 

Mr.  W^'more  upon  coming  to  this  vicinity  often 
saw  wild  game,  and  the  country  around  bore  little 
evidence  of  white  settlement.  He  has  been  a  very 
energetic  and  industrious  man,  and  improved  a 
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large  amount  of  land,  breaking,  in  Iowa  alone, 
200  acres,  besides  what  he  has  accomplished  in  this 
line  in  Missouri  and  Nebraska.  He  has  a  neat  resi- 
dence, and  about  three  acres  of  land. 

'^j^vHILLIP  H.  JAMES,  a  representative  farmer 
Jj]  and    stock-raiser   of    Highland    Township, 


•^t 


1^  was  born  in  Pike  County,  HI.,  July  4,  1842. 
His  father,  Samuel  James,  is  now  deceased, 
and  his  mother,  Mrs.  Catherine  James,  resides  on 
the  old  homestead  in  the  Buckeye  State.  They 
were  both  natives  of  Ohio,  and  the  family  is  of 
English  ancestry.  The  maternal  grandfather  served 
as  a  soldier  during  the  early  troubles  between  the 
Colonists  and  the  mother  country. 

The  father  of  our  subject  departed  this  life  in 
January,  1862.  The  parental  household  included 
ten  children,  of  whom  the  following  survive, 
namely:  John,  a  resident  of  Kansas;  Phillip  H., 
our  subject;  Gilbert,  of  Ohio;  Samantha,  Mrs. 
William  Pratt,  of  Jackson  County,  that  State;  Marj' 
R.,  Mrs.  Nelson  Anderson,  also  living  in  Ohio; 
David,  of  Lancaster  County,  this  State,  and  Har- 
riet, in  Ohio. 

Our  subject  was  reared  to  manhood  on  a  farm, 
acquiring  his  education  in  the  common  schools. 
On  the  9th  of  July,  1861,  he  enlisted  as  a  Union 
soldier  in  Company  I,  26th  Ohio  Infantry,  this 
being  assigned  to  the  Army  of  the  Cumberland. 
He  fought  in  the  battles  of  Shiloh,  Murfreesboro, 
Corinth,  luka,  Chickamauga,  Missionary  Ridge, 
and  was  at  tlie  siege  of  Knox  ville.  He  veteranized  at 
the  exi>iration  of  his  term  of  enlistment,  remaining 
in  the  same  regiment,  and  after  a  furlough  rejoined 
his  comrades,  and  participated  in  the  Atlanta  cam- 
paign, and  fought  in  the  battles  of  Franklin  and 
Nashville,  Tenn.  He  then  accompanied  the  army 
in  its  tour  of  observation  to  Texas,  and  after  the 
close  of  the  war  was  mustered  out,  Oct.  25,  1865. 

After  his  discharge  Mr.  James  remained  nearly  a 
year  in  Texas,  then  returned  to  Ohio,  and  was  mar- 
ried, in  April,  1866,  to  Miss  Catharine  Kepler,  who 
was  born  in  that  State,  and  who  bore  him  six  chil- 
dren, namely :  David  F.,  Alice,  Ada,  Cora,  Samuel 
M.  and  Nellie.     Tliey  lived    in    Ohio  until    1870, 


then  coming  to  Nebraska  located  in  Nemaha 
County,  and  after  living  there  one  year  came  in 
the  spring  of  1872  to  this  county.  Mr.  James  se- 
cured at  once  160  acres  of  land  on  section  22,  in 
Highland  Township,  settling  upon  it  before  a  fur- 
row had  been  turned,  and  being  the  first  man  to 
locate  in  his  immediate  neighborhood.  He  came 
to  this  section  comparatively  without  means,  and 
endured  in  common  with  the  pioneers  around  him 
the  havdships  and  privations  of  frontier  life. 

The  homestead  of  Mr.  James  comprises  320  acres 
of  good  land,  all  of  which  is  improved,  and  he  has 
good  buildings,  together  with  the  live  stock  an<l 
machinery,  the  necessary  accessories  of  the  modern 
and  progressive  farmer.  He  h.as  been  prominent 
in  local  affairs,  and  is  a  strict  Republican  in  poli- 
tics. He  has  served  as  Assessor  of  Highland  Town- 
ship for  many  years,  still  occupying  the  position. 
Socially,  he  belongs  to  the  G.  A.  R.  Post  at  Cort- 
land. He  is  a  man  holding  a  good  position  in  his 
community,  and  one  whose  opinions  are  uniformly 
respected. 


\1/  OHN  DWYER,  commercial  agent  of  tiie  Bur- 
lington &  Missouri  River  Railroad,  and  hav- 
ing his  headquarters  in  the  city  of  Beatrice, 
was  born  in  Hamilton,  Province  of  Ontario, 
Canada,  July  21,  1856,  being  the  eldest  of  ten  chil- 
dren, five  sons  and  five  daughters,  all  living.  The 
father,  Stephen  Dwyer,  was  also  a  native  of  the 
Dominion,  and  a  farmer  by  occupation.  The  mother, 
Mrs.  Nora  (Gooley)  Dwyer,  was  the  daughter  of 
Robert  Gooley,  Esq.,  a  native  of  the  same  section 
of  country. 

In  1870  the  subject  of  this  sketch  came  with  his 
parents  to  the  United  States,  settling  in  Fairfield, 
Jefferson  Co.,  Iowa,  where  the  latter  now  reside 
on  a  farm.  John  obtained  his  education  in  the  com- 
mon school,  and  lived  with  his  parents  in  Jefferson 
County,  Iowa,  until  September,  1872,  when  he  re- 
paired to  Burlington  and  entered  tlie  employ  of  the 
Burlington  &  Missouri  River  Railroad,  in  the  mean- 
time also  learning  telegraphy.  Six  months  later  lie 
was  given  tlie  position  of  ticket  agent  at  Chniiton. 
In    September,    1K7;3,  still    in    the    employ    of    liiis 
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roatl,  he  came  to  Nebraska  and  established  a  station 
at  Greenwood.  In  October  following  he  was  trans- 
ferred to  Wilber,  where  he  remained  as  agent  until 
July,  1876.  Thence  he  came  to  Beatrice,  taking 
charge  of  the  office  at  this  place,  and  attending  to 
both  freight  and  passenger  business  until  August, 
1888.  He  was  then  appointed  commercial  agent, 
and  has  the  supervision  in  his  line  of  1,300  miles 
of  this  road. 

Mr.  Dwyer  was  married,  in  June,  1884,  to  a  very 
estimable  lady.  Miss  Emma  V.,  daughter  of  Job  and 
Jane  Buchanan,  of  Beatrice.  Politically,  Mr.  Dwyer 
is  a  stanch  member  of  the  Democratic  party,  and 
socially,  belongs  to  Benton  Lodge  No.  26,  A.  F. 
&  A.  M.;  also  to  Livingston  Chapter  No.  10,  and 
Mt.  Hermon  Commandery  No.  7,  K.  T. 


(I/_^  ON.  E.  0.  KEET.SINGER,  Mayor  of  Bea- 
Ijij  trice,  was  born  in  Ogle  County,  111.,  July 
/4\^  3,  1858.  His  parents.  Lewis  and  Caroline 
(^^  (Ziegler)  Kretsinger,  were  born  and  reared 
in  the  State  of  Virginia,  where  they  were  married. 
Not  long  afterward  they  emigrated  to  Illinois,  lo- 
cating among  the  pioneer  settlers  of  Ogle  County, 
where  the  father  became  one  of  the  most  successful 
farmers  in  that  part  of  the  State.  The  parents  are 
both  living  at  the  old  homestead. 

Our  subject  attended  the  district  school  in  his 
native  county  during  his  boyhood  days,  and  later 
pursued  his  studies  at  Mt.  Morris  about  two  j'ears. 
He  entered  upon  the  study  of  law  in  the  office  of 
Judge  E.  J.  Mitchell,  of  Boone,  Iowa,  and  was  ad- 
mitted to  the  bar  in  1879.  In  the  spring  of  the 
year  following  he  came  to  Beatrice,  but  later 
opened  an  office  at  Blue  Springs,  where  he  con- 
ducted a  successful  practice,  and  in  1882  was  elected 
County  Judge,  serving  four  years.  On  the  1st  of 
July,  that  year,  he  took  up  his  residence  in  Bea- 
trice, in  order  to  enter  upon  the  duties  of  his  office. 

Upon  retiring  from  the  bench  Judge  Kretsinger 
resumed  his  law  practice  in  Beatrice,  and  in  April, 
1886,  was  elected  Major  of  the  city,  in  which  posi- 
tion he  acquitted  himself  creditably  and  with  satis- 
faction to  all  concerned,  proof  of  which  is  given  in 


the  fact  that  he  was  re-elected  in  1888.  The  mar- 
riage of  Mayor  Kretsinger  with  Miss  E.  L.  Tele- 
ringtin,  of  Rock  Island,  111.,  took  place  in  December, 
1881,  and  they  have  one  child,  a  son,  Storey  O. 

JACOB  BOKD,  a  leading  grain  buyer  and 
shipper  of  Cortland,  was  born  in  Stephenson 
County,  111.,  Dec.  15,  1854.  His  parents 
were  Thomas  and  Catherine  Bond,  who  were 
natives  of  Northampton  County,  Pa.,  and  are  now 
residents  of  Wilber,  this  State.  His  paternal  grand- 
father, Jacob  Bond,  was  also  a  native  of  the  Key- 
stone State,  and  said  to  have  been  of  Welsh-English 
origin. 

The  parents  of  our  subject  were  blessed  with  a 
large  family  of  children,  five  only  of  whom  survive, 
namely:  Sarah,  the  wife  of  William  Keller,  of 
Junction  City,  Kan.;  Hattie  S.,  Mrs.  B.  F.  Eyer, 
of  Cortland,  this  county;  Jacob,  our  subject;  Rosa, 
Mrs.  W.  L.  Hauck,  of  Wilber;  and  Emma  I.,  the 
wife  of  O.  T.  Keller,  also  of  Wilber.  Thomas 
Bond  established  in  the  mercantile  business  at  Wil- 
ber in  the  spring  of  1879,  in  which  he  has  since 
been  successfully  occupied,  having  a  good  trade. 
While  a  resident  of  Illinois  he  was  a  Commissioner 
of  Stephenson  County,  and  politically,  he  is  a  stanch 
Republican.  Socially,  he  belongs  to  the  Masonic 
fraternit3\ 

Our  subject  was  reared  to  manhood  in  his  native 
countj',  and  pursued  Lis  education  in  the  graded 
schools  of  Davis  and  Durand,  111.  In  the  fall  of 
1876  he  entered  Arnold  Business  College  at  Rock- 
ford,  where  he  completed  his  education  after  an 
attendance  of  two  terms,  six  months  each.  The 
year  following  he  was  married,  Dec.  25,  1877,  in 
Stephenson  County,  to  Miss  Mary  A.  Kurtz,  a 
native  of  Center  County,  Pa.,  and  the  daughter  of 
Levis  Kurtz,  who  later  became  a  resident  of  Ste- 
phenson County,  111.  Of  this  union  there  were  born 
two  children  :  Beulah  B.,  now  deceased,  and  Ray  T. 

In  the  spring  of  1879  Mr.  Bond  came  to  Ne- 
braska and  engaged  in  the  mercantile  business  with 
his  father,  with  whom  he  continued  about  five 
years.  He  came  to  Cortland  in  the  spring  of  1884, 
as  soon  as  the  town  was  started,  and  was  one  of  its 
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pioneer  merchants.  He  sold  out  two  years  Later, 
however,  and  turned  his  attention  to  tiie  grain  trade. 
He  handles  annually  about  300,000  bushels,  the 
bulk  of  this  being  corn  and  oats,  and  ships  princi- 
pally to  Chicago. 

Mr.  Bond  is  serving  his  third  term  as  Village 
Clerk  of  Cortland,  to  which  office  he  was  elected  in 
the  spring  of  I880.  Politically,  he  is  a  stanch  Re- 
publican. He  possesses  considerable  musical  talent, 
being  one  of  the  organizers  of  the  Cortland  Brass 
Band,  and  is  now  its  Treasurer.  He  is  a  stirring 
business  man,  and  is  doing  well  flnanciall3'. 


lT_^ENRY  D.  BIXLER,of  Glenwood  Township, 
IjfjJl  is  numbered  among  its  most  public-spirited 
l!^^  and  enterprising  men.  He  lias  a  good  farm 
^0  of  160  acres,  whereon  he  settled  in  the  fall 
of  1885,  and  gives  his  attention  largely  to  stock- 
raising,  although  his  fertile  fields  jield  a  goodly 
proportion  of  the  other  rich  products  of  this  section. 

David  Bixler,  the  father  of  our  subject,  was  a 
native  of  Maryland,  and  married  Miss  Magdalena 
Grover,  who  was  born  in  Germany,  and  came  to 
America  with  her  parents  when  a  little  child  two 
years  of  age.  David  Bixler  and  his  wife  are  now 
residents  of  Cedar  County,  Iowa.  Their  family 
consisted  of  four  children,  all  sons,  of  whom  Henry 
D.  was  the  third  in  order  of  birth.  His  native  place 
was  Stark  Countj',  Ohio,  where  he  first  opened  his 
eyes  to  the  light  March  1,  1848.  From  the  time 
he  was  nine  years  old  he  was  reared  upon  a  farm, 
and  made  his  home  with  his  parents  until  a  man  of 
twenty-five.  In  the  meantime  they  had  moved  to 
Iowa,  and  he  purchased  a  farm  in  Cedar  County, 
adjoining  his  father's  homestead,  upon  which  he 
lived  for  a  time,  then  sold  it  and  purchased  another 
in  that  vicinity. 

With  the  exception  of  four  years  spent  in  a 
creamery  at  Clarence,  Iowa,  our  subject  has  been 
continuously  engaged  in  farming  pursuits.  He  was 
married  in  Jones  County,  Aug.  24,  1871,  to  Miss 
Martha  Fortney.  This  lady  was  born  in  Pennsyl- 
vania, Dec.  6,  1852,  and  is  the  daughter  of  Benja- 
min and  Cornelia  (York)  Fortney,  the  former  of 
whom  died  in  Fayette  County.     To  Mr.  and   Mrs. 


Bixler  there  have  been  born  two  sons  only — Walter 
1.  and  Warrep  O.  Mr.  B.  is  accounted  one  of  the 
most  reliable  men  of  his  community,  and  votes  the 
straight  Republican  ticket. 


-^^' 


JC.  EMERY,  Deputy  Recorder  of  Gage 
County,  was  born  in  Lawrence,  Kan.,  Dec. 
23,  1860.  His  parents  were  Charles  and 
Mary  (Benson)  Emery,  the  former  a  native 
of  Augusta,  Me.,  and  the  latter  of  Dublin,  Ireland. 
The  paternal  grandfatlier  was  a  lumberman  by  occu- 
pation, and  traced  his  ancestry  to  England.  He 
served  as  a  soldier  in  the  War  of  1812. 

The  father  of  our  subject  emigrated  to  Kansas 
in  1853,  during  its  pioneer  days,  and  began  freight- 
ing to  Denver  and  west  to  the  mountains.  For 
further  information  of  the  family  history  see  the 
sketch  of  Charles  Emery  on  another  page  of  this 
work.  He  came  to  Beatrice  in  1870,  when  J.  C. 
was  a  lad  of  ten  years,  and  has  since  been  a  resident 
of  this  city,  together  with  his  excellent  wife.  They 
are  aged  fifty-eight  and  fifty-three  years  respect- 
ively. Their  family  consisted  of  two  sons:  George, 
the  County  Clerk,  and  Jack  C,  of  our  sketch.  Our 
subject  attended  the  Catholic  School  at  Atchison, 
and  later  accompanied  his  father  in  his  freighting 
expeditions  over  the  plains,  enjoying  the  adventures 
connected  therewith  in  a  high  degree.  He  came  to 
this  county  in  a  vv.agon,  riding  a  distance  of  200 
miles  through  a  wild  and  romantic  country,  the 
scenes  of  which  he  often  reverts  to  as  one  of  the 
mos*i  interesting  reminiscences  of  his  life.  After 
the  family  settled  in  Beatrice  he  attended  the  High 
School,  and  entered  upon  the  more  serious  business 
of  life  in  1879  as  Assistant  County  Clerk  under 
Capt.  Hill,  who  was  this  year  (1888)  candidate  for 
State  Treasurer. 

Mr.  Emery  has  been  connected  with  the  Re- 
corder's office  a  number  of  years.  He  w.is  married, 
in  1881,  to  Miss  Helen,  daughter  of  H.  C.  Jaymes, 
of  Wymore  Township.  Mrs.  Emery  was  born  in 
Oshkosh,  Wis.,  Jan.  3,  1863,  and  came  to  Beatrice 
in  1879.  Siie  received  a  good  education,  being  a 
giaduate  of  Wisconsin    University.     She   is  a  very 
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amiable  and  estimable  lariy.  and  the  little  house- 
hold has  been  increased  by  the  birth  of  one  child, 
a  daughter,  Mollie.  Mr.  Emery  votes  the  straight 
Republican  ticket.,aad  in  1880  was  Deputy  County 
Treasurer.  T>  A.  FUMKHOUSEK 


J  "J  ESSE  R.  THOMPSON,  a  settler  of  May, 
I  1866,  in  Blakely  Township,  owns  and  occu- 
I  pies  a  farm  of  1 60  acres  taken  as  a  home- 
'  stead  at  the  time  mentioned,  and  pleasantly 
located  on  section  1.  He  has  made  good  improve- 
ments and  gives  special  attention  to  stock-raising, 
having  Jersey  red  swine,  good  grades  of  cattle  and 
fast  trotting  stock,  including  some  very  promising 
young  horses,  principally  Hambletonians.  In  this 
industry  he  has  been  quite  successful,  and  is  rated 
among  the  substantial  men  of  Gage  County. 

Mr.  Thompson  came  to  the  State  of  Nebraska  from 
Washington  County.  Iowa,  where  he  had  lived  with 
his  parents  since  a  boy  eight  years  of  age.  He 
was  born  near  Danville,  Highland  Co.,  Ohio,  Sept. 
5,  1831,  and  is  the  son  of  Jaincs  Thompson,  a 
native  of  New  York,  of  New  England  parentage 
and  English  descent.  The  latter  emigrated  to  Ohio 
when  a  young  man,  and  was  married  in  Highland 
County  to  ]\Iiss  Mary  Lander,  who  was  born  in 
Lower  Canada,  of  German  parents.  The  maternal 
grandfatlier  of  our  subject  served  as  a  soldier  in 
the  Revolutionary  War,  and  lived  to  be  one  hun- 
dred and  ten  years  old,  preserving  to  the  last  a 
large  portion  of  his  remarkable  physical  strength. 
The  parents  of  our  subject  after  their  marriage 
settled  on  a  farm  in  Highland  Count}',  Ohio,  among 
the  pioneers  of  that  region,  but  in  1839  came  to  the 
farther  West,  locating  on  a  tract  of  new  land  in 
Washington  County,  Iowa.  There  they  spent  the 
remainder  of  their  days,  the  mother  dying  when 
forty-seven  years  old,  and  the  father  at  the  ad- 
vanced age  of  eighty-eight.  They  were  people 
of  sterling  worth,  and  the  mother  was  a  member  of 
the  Dunkard  Church.  Jesse  R.  was  the  youngest 
of  two  sons  and  three  daughters,  of  whom  there  are 
living  only  himself  and  his  sister,  Mrs.  Snyder,  of 
Johnson  County,  Iowa. 

Mr.  Thompson  lived    in  Iowa  with    his  parents 


until  a  youth  of  eighteen  years,  then  set  out  on  his 
own  account.  He,  however,  selected  his  wife  from 
one  of  the  maidens  of  Washington  County,  Iowa, 
Miss  Martha  J.  Bunker,  a  native  of  Wayne  County, 
Ind.,  and  who  was  born  In  1836.  Mrs.  Thompson  is 
the  daughter  of  David  and  Marlon  (Hunt)  Bunker, 
both  of  whom  are  now  deceased,  the  father  dying  in 
Washington  County,  June  25,  1886,  at  the  age  of 
seventy-four  years,  and  the  motiie'ralso  dying  there 
In  middle  life.  They  likewise  were  among  Its  pio- 
neer settlers,  and  Mrs.  Thompson  was  but  a  babe  of 
six  months  when  she  was  taken  by  her  parents 
from  her  native  State. 

To  our  subject  and  his  wife  there  have  been  born 
five  children,  two  of  whom,  DeWitt  C.  and  an  in- 
fant unnamed,  are  deceased ;  David,  the  eldest 
living.  Is  at  home  with  his  parents,  having  the  man- 
agement of  the  farm ;  Maggie  is  the  wife  of  Peter 
Goom,  a  farmer  of  Beatrice  Township;  Anna  re- 
mains at  home  with  her  parents.  Mr.  Thompson 
belongs  to  Lodge  No.  Ill,  A.  F.  <fe  A.  M.,  at 
DeWItt,  and  David  is  identified  also  witli  the  fra- 
ternity. Our  subject,  politically,  Is  a  solid  Repub- 
lican, and  has  held  the  various  school  oHices  of  his 
district. 


J  LINCOLN  BURGESS,  the  veterinary  sur- 
geon of  West  Beatrice,  and  who  has  followed 
the  practice  of  his  profession  successfully 
for  a  long  period,  is  a  genuine  New  En- 
glander,  having  been  born  on  the  Atlantic  Coast  in 
Calais,  Me.,  Aug.  14,  1855.  The  first  ten  years  of 
bis  life  were  spent  in  the  Pine  Tree  State,  where 
he  attended  the  common  school.  His  father.  Rev. 
I.  J.  Burgess,  was  a  minister  of  the  Baptist  Church, 
and  born  of  English  parents.  In  the  West  Indies. 

AVhen  our  subject  was  a  lad  of  thirteen  years  his 
parents  removed  to  MIddleboro,  Mass.,  where  he 
resided  a  period  of  ten  years.  Upon  reaching 
man's  estate  he  drifted  westward  to  the  home  of 
his  uncle,  John  Milne,  in  Minnesota,  where  hespent 
two  years.  Then  returning  to  MIddleboro,  and 
desirous  of  brightening  .up  his  knowledge,  he  en- 
tered the  High  School,  where  he  studied  two  years; 
later  he  engaged  as  book-keeper  for  the  firm  of 
Milne  &  McKenzie  nearly  three  years.     From  this 
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place  he  went  to  the  Connecticut  Hospital,  whci-e 
he  studied  medicine  and  spent  three  years  and  ten 
months.  Later  he  studied  a  year  with  Prof.  Blais- 
den,  of  Middletown,  Conn.,  and  one  of  the  most 
noted  veterinary  surgeons  of  that  region. 

The  three  years  following  Dr.  Burgess  spent  with 
his  father-in-law,  D.  H.  Smith,  an  extensive  dealer 
in  horses,  who  shipped  from  Indiana  and  the  Cana- 
das  to  the  Eastern  markets.  In  October,  1883,  he 
came  to  Nebraska,  bringing  to  Beatrice  a  herd  of 
thirty-three  head  of  fine  Jersey  cattle,  which  he 
disposed  of  here.  From  this  time  on  he  gave  his 
entire  attention  to  the  practice  of  his  profession, 
which  extends  throughout  the  city  and  into  the 
country,  and  in  which  he  has  been  successful.  Not 
only  does  he  treat  the  equine  race,  but  also  cattle 
and  swine.  He  makes  his  headquarters  in  a  con- 
venient office  at  the  corner  of  Court  and  LaSelle 
streets. 

Dr.  Burgess  was  married  in  Middletown,  Conn., 
Aug.  14,  1878,  to  Miss  Nellie  R.,  daughter  of  D. 
H.  Smith,  of  that  place.  Of  this  union  there  has 
been  born  one  child  only,  a  son,  D.  Julien,  now 
(1888)  seven  years  of  age.  The  Doctor  has  been 
quite  prominent  in  local  alifairs,  and  was  elected  the 
first  Councilman  of  the  Third  Ward  in  West  Bea- 
trice. Socially,  he  belongs  to  the  Knights  of  Honor. 
His  familj'  connections  are  quite  distinguished.  His 
father  is  still  living,  making  his  residence  at  Wal- 
nut Hill,  Mass.  His  brother,  Isaac  B.,  a  finely  edu- 
cated gentleman,  is  a  graduate  of  Brown  University, 
and  at  present  occupies  the  position  of  Latin  Mas- 
ter at  the  Newport  High  School.  His  sister,  Hattie 
B.,  is  the  wife  of  the  Principal  of  Cohasset  High 
School.  Another  sister,  Mary  H.,  has  charge  of 
one  of  the  largest  kindergardens  in  the  city  of 
Boston. 

'l^^i- 

^^S  NDREW  J.  HALE,  prominent  among  the 
^/  1  extensive  farmers  and  stock-raisers  of  Gage 
///  Ifi  County,  and  at  present  a  resident  of  Bea- 
^J  trice,  was  born  in  Chittenden  County,  Vt., 
near  the  town  of  Burlington,  March  8,  1842.  His 
parents,  Stephen  and  Mary  (Luce)  Hale,  were  natives 
respectively  of  New  Hampshire  and  Vermont,  and 
Andrew  J.  was  their  only  child.    He  spent  his  boy- 
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hood  and  youth  in  his  native  county,  attending 
first  the  common  school,  and  later  entered  Fairfax 
Institute,  where  he  spent  three  years.  At  the  ex- 
piration of  this  time  he  entered  the  Albany  Law 
School,  from  which  he  was  graduated  with  honjrs 
and  admitted  to  the  bar. 

In  the  summer  of  1867  Mr.  Hale  turned  his  face 
toward  the  farther  West,  coming  to  this  State,  and 
first  taking  up  his  abode  in  Nebraska  City,  of  which 
he  remained  a  resident  a  period  of  ten  years,  en- 
gaged in  a  successful  law  practice.  From  there  he 
came  to  Beatrice,  and  acquitted  himself  creditably 
among  his  legal  brethren  until  his  retirement  from 
the  profession  in  1886.  Since  that  time  he  has 
given  his  attention  to  the  breeding  of  fine  horses, 
and  has  become  quite  an  extensive  land-owner,  hav- 
ing purchased  three  farms  in  this  county.  He  has 
five  horses  of  fine  Kentucky  stock,  and  some  seven 
head  which  are  devoted  entirely  to  breeding  pur- 
poses. He  exhibits  some  of  the  handsomest  and 
most  valuable  animals  in  Southern  Nebraska. 

Mr.  Hale  was  first  married,  in  1864,  to  Miss  Irene 
Powel,  who  died  three  years  later,  leaving  two 
children,  a  son  and  daughter,  Stephen  Fremont  and 
Laura.  Of  his  present  marriage  there  have  been 
born  two  children — C'l3'de  II.  and  Helen  H.  He  is 
a  man  generally  respected  in  his  community,  and 
possessed  of  more  than  ordinary  capabilities.  He 
keeps  himself  well  posted  on  political  matters,  and 
uniformly  votes  the  Republican  ticket.  The  main 
farm  of  320  acres  lies  about  eleven  miles  from  the 
city,  and  besides  his  horses  Mr.  Hale  has  a  fine  herd 
of  Short-horn  cattle.  He  has  developed  the  quali- 
ties essential  to  the  successful  stock-rai.ser,  and  in 
connection  with  this  industry  has  contributed  in  no 
small  degree  to  the  reputation  of  this  section  of 
country.  While  having  large  personal  interests  to 
absorb  his  mind  and  time,  he  has  the  reputation  of 
a  liberal  and  public-spirited  citizen. 

The  parents  of  our  subject  remained  at  their  old 
home  in  the  Green  Mountain  State  until  1878,  then, 
making  the  long  journey  to  the  home  of  their  son, 
our  subject,  lived  with  him  until  their  decease,  the 
father  passing  away  in  1 885,  at  the  age  of  eighty- 
seven  years,  and  the  mother  in  1886,  when  seventy- 
six  years  old.  Mr.  Hale,  Sr..  was  a  man  of  fine  busi- 
ness capacities,  and  speculated  considerably  in  lands. 
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KLI.IAII  FILLKY.  No  one  sojourns 
tj-  within  the  preciiiets  of  Ga^e  County 
:  licr'oniiiii;-  fninilinr  witJi  the  nanio 
snl.ji-'l  of  tliis  l.i(>i.';ni|ihy.  a  ninn 
no  unini;i()riant  part  in  its  (li'volo]!- 
niont  and  protipcrity.  A  solf-niadc  man  in  the 
strictest  sense  of  Wie  word,  lie  inis  lisen  from  a 
modest  position  in  life  to  one  of  wealth  and  influ- 
ence, and  is.distinguislied  for  his  puhlic  spirited- 
ness.  liberality,  intelligence  and  ^uod  judgment. 
He  has  one  of  the  most  l)eautiful  homes  in  the 
county,  and  with  a  refined  and  interesting  family, 
is  surrounded  by  all  the  comforts  and  luxuries  of 
life. 

Our  subject  is  the  scion  of  a  sul)Stantial  old 
family,  being  the  son  of  Amnii  Filley.  who  was 
born  in  I'.loomllcM.  Conn,.  .Inn.  2.  1808.  The  latter 
sojourned  there  un  il  a  man  twenty-nine  3'ears  old. 
then  in  1«.'?7.  leaving  New  England,  emigrated  to 
Michigan  aJjout  the  time  of  its  transformation  from 
a  Territory  to  a  State,  settling  in  Jackson  County. 
In  Connecticut  he  li.ad  been  engaged  with  his  father 
in  the  slaughtering  and  ]);icking  luisiness,  but  upon 
coming  West  took  up  the  ]nnsuit  of  .agriculture, 
and  1  rosecutcd  this  in  tlic  Wdhcrine  .State  for  a 
jjcriod  of  thirty  years.  In  the  summer  of  1867. 
retiring  from  active  lalior.  lie  c.nnc  to  this  county, 
and  made  his  home  with  lis  son  Elijah  until  his 
death,  which  occurred  .^.'ay  I;!.  IS.sil.  ;it  the  age  of 
seventy-two  years. 

In  1861,  at  the  first  call  for  defenders  of  our  flag 
and  country,  Ammi  Killey  enlisted  in  Company  D, 
2d  Michigan  Cavalry,  and  served  throuuh  the  en- 
tire war.  participating  in  many  of  the  iironiinent 
battles  of  the  Army  of  t!:e  East,  and  also  taking 
pirt  in  the  siege  of  ^■ickslnu•g  and  the  famous 
charge  at  Ft.  Donelstm. 

Mrs.  Mary  (Marvin)  Eilley.  the  mother  of  our 
t-ubject,  was.  like  her  husband,  a  native  of  Bloom- 
field,  Conn.,  and  they  liecame  the  i)arents  of  six 
children,  four  sons  and  two  daughters,  .and  four 
of  these  are  still  living.  Susan  is  the  wife  of  Wil- 
lie Sutton,  a  well-to-do  farmer  of  .lacksou   County. 

III.;  Amanda  U.  is  the  wife  of  .iMnics  /,.  r..'illard.  a 
retired  fanner  in  lidod  circnnistMnccs.  anii  now  ri 
resident  of  .Michiaan  Ccn'cr.  Micli. 


Mr.  Elijah  Eilley.  the  subject  of  this  sketch.  wa> 
lorn  in  .lacksou  County.  .Mich..  Nov.  28,  18;};),au( 
ived    there   until    IS.VS.      During  this   time,   froii 


ings  for  his  board,  and  in  the  snuuner  was  em- 
ployed by  the  month  by  the  farmers  in  that  region. 
In  the  year  mentiimed  he  reiiaired  to  .loliet.  III., 
and  one  suunncr  was  in  tlie  mnploy  of  Pool  ,t 
King,  who  ..pcralcd  a  boat  on  the  :\li.liii:an  Canal. 
The  winter  following  he  was  occupic  1  in  sawing 
wood  for  a  raili-oad  compauy  with  a  tn-ad-power 
buzz  .saw. 

residence  to  OdcU.  Livingston  Co..  HI..  wIiitc  he 
worked  on  a  farm  cme  year  with  D.  A.  Heese;  next 
we  find  him  in  L.aSalle  County,  that  State,  wjiere 
he  lived  thi'ee  years,  engaged  in  herding,  driving 
and  ilcaling  in  stoi^k  for  William  Strawn.  under 
whose  tuition  he  gained  the  knowlc.luc  ;nnl  experi- 
ence which  years  .'ifterward  laid  the  foundation  of 
his  present  fortune.  In  due  time  he  comnu'nced 
farming  for  himself  in  Livingston  County,  of  which 
he  was  a  resident  until   ISCT. 

The  marriage  of  .Mr.  Elijah  EilUy  and  .Miss 
Emily  r.nrd  w;is  celebrated  at  the  home  of  the 
bride  in  the  town  of  I'le.asant  Ridge,  Livingston 
Co..  III..  Nov.  I.  l,S(i;{.  This  lady  w.as  born  Nov. 
6.  ISII.  in  Will  County.  III.,  which  was  then  the 
home  of  her  larcnis.  anil  is  the  daughti-r  of  Silas 
.and  Het.sy  Ann  Ihird.  Silas  was  born  Dec.  8,  IH\H. 
in  Wayne  County.  N.  .)..  and  departed  this  life  in 
Waco.  Tex.,  where  he  was  sojourning  foj-  his  health. 
Feb.  ■>■>.  IS.-.'.I.  .Mrs.  lini-d  w;is  born  in  ^\ayne 
County.    N.  V..  Sept.   l:i.   IS|7.  .and    is    still    living. 

uiakiu'u  her    h <■  with    Uw   dan-lilcr.    .Mrs.  Elijah 

Filhy.  / 

Mrs.  Filley  is  a  woin:in  of  u.,l.lc  and  ,-cuerous 
impulses,  and  has  Ihc  lo\c  .-ind  r(s|icct  of  .-HI  who 
know  her,  and  lo  the  descrxinii  poor  she  is  a  fiiend 
and  benef.actress.  Her  ruling  trails  are  industry 
and  a  love  of  systematic  .arrangement  in  all  woi-k. 
study,  recreation,  and  a  close  sympathy  for  all  ani- 
m.-il  .lUil  vegetable  nature,  as  well  as  for  luim.anity. 
To  lui'  \aluablc  assistance  .and  timely  suggestions 
Mr.  Filhy  attiilint<'s  in  a  large  measure  his  success 
in  life.    Ill  ihi'  vcars  to  conic,  long  .after  these  p.ages 
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are  yellow  with  the  tint  of  time,  she  will  be  re- 
memliered  for  her  many  noble  qualities  of  both 
heart  and  mind.  The  family  consisted  of  six  chil- 
ilren,  of  whom  three  are  living:  Hiram  A.,  born 
Aug.  22,  1866;  Oscar  E.,  June  2.5.  1870;  Daisy  C, 
.Tune  a,  1876.  Abel  Fitch,  born  Oct.  23,  1864,  died 
Oct.  10.  1876;  P:mily  Jane,  liorn  Aug.  27,  1868. 
died  Sept.  6.  1886;  Elmer  ('..  l)orn  Aug.  22,  1874, 
died  .May  2;i.  1.S77. 

The  close  aiiiilication  of  :Mr.  Filley  to  his  busi- 
ness, and  his  i)ersevcring  industry.  l)ore  their  legiti- 
mate fruits,  and  he  found  that  he  could  advanta- 
geously operate  a  much  larger  tract  of  land  than 
tliat  in  Illinois.  He  accordingly  started  out  in  the 
summer  of  1867,  and  coming  to  the  newly  made 
State  of  Nebraska,  bent  his  steps  to  this  county, 
looking  for  land.  He  was  favorably  impi-essed 
with  the  face  of  the  country,  and  soon  purchased 
two  sections  from  the  Government,  lying  along 
;\lud  (reek.  Having  lost  his  horses  which  lie 
brought  from  Illinois,  he  jmrchased  twelve  yoke  of 
oxen  and  commenced  breaking  prairie,  not  only 
for  himself  but  for  the  people  around  him,  in  order 
to  pay  for  his  oxen.  He  was  thus  occupied  about 
three  years,  and  in  the  meantime  worked  ujion  his 
land  as  time  and  opi)ortunity  permitted. 

When  Mr.  Filley  first  settled  upon  his  land,  in- 
stead of  living  in  a  "dng-out"  or  '•  sod  house,"  as 
did  most  of  the  early  settlers,  he  lived  in  a  tent 
through  the  summer,  and  when  fall  admonished 
him  that  this  was  rather  thin  protection  against  Ne- 
braska zephyrs,  he  commenced  the  erection  of  what 
is  now  known  far  and  wide  as  the  "old  stone  house." 
Mr.  Filley  quarried  the  stone  and  burned  the  lime, 
while  Mrs.  Filley  did  the  hauling  with  oxen,  .nnd 
together  they  made  the  mortar  and  laid  ujjthe  walls 
around  the  tent,  and  roofed  them  over.  They  lived 
in  this  one  room  during  that  winter,  and  the  fol- 
lowing summer  added  more  rooms,  until  they  had 
quite  a  commodious  and  comfortal  ile  dwclling.which 
they  occupied  for  a  period  of  sixteen  years.  In 
the  year  1874  Mr.  Filley  erected  a  stone  barn,  near 
the  house,  at  a  cost  of  $.5,000. 

Soon  after  coming  to  Nebraska  Mr.  Filley  beg.an 
to  buy  cattle  in  order  to  stock  his  farm,  and  also 
dealt  largely  in  land  for  a  number  of  years.  He 
soon  began   feeding  and   shipping,  and   upon   the 


completion  of  tjie  railroad  through  Beatrice,  loaded 
the  first  car  of  cattle  transported  from  Gage  County 
to  Chicago.  Later,  when  the  railroad  was  com- 
pleted to  Filley,  he  erected  a  large  and  commodious 
elevator,  and  began  dealing  in  grain,  which  busi- 
ness he  has  followed  for  years.  When  the  Burling- 
ton &  JMissouri  River  Railroad  was  completed  from 
Beatrice  to  Nebraska  City,  Mr.  Filley,  in  the  sum- 
mer of  1883,  founded  the  town  which  bears  his 
name,  and  which  is  located  on  one  of  his  farms.  In 
188.0  the  name  of  the  township  of  Mud  Creek  was 
changed  to  Filley.  in  honor  of  its  first  settler. 

Mr.  Filley  is  the  leading  farmer  and  business 
man  of  this  region,  carrying  on  agriculture  exten- 
sively, also  stock-raising,  Iniying  and  sliii)ping.  At 
this  writing  he  has  700  liead  of  s;eers  in  feeding 
for  the  spring  market. 

Our  subject  lab(jrs  diligently  both  with  mind 
and  muscle,  and  takes  a  deep  interest  in  Gage 
County,  cciutributing  of  his  means  and  inttuence  to 
the  enterprises  which  have  for  their  object  the 
best  goi)d  of  the  peoi)le.  socially,  morally  and  finan- 
cially. 

mV.  Filley.  politically,  is  a  stnuch  Rep\d)lican. 
and  in  ISSl'and  18K3  represeuteil  (iaue  Couutv  in 
the  Nebraska  Le-islature.  Later  he  was  elei'ted 
.as  Senator  from  his  district,  serviug  until  1«^.").  and 
in  this,  .as  in  .all  other  relations  of  life,  perforuu'  1 
his  duty  with  tiiat  conscientious  care  wlTn'li  is  a 
distinguishing  trait  of  his  character,   lie   identified 
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When  the  future  historian  writes  of  the  pioneers 
of  Nebraska,  and  gives  each  his  proper  mead  of 
crerlit.  he  will  jilace  the  name  of  the  Hon.  Elijah 
Filley  in  the  front  rank.  It  is  with  ])le.asure  that 
we  pi-eseut  tlu'  [lortrait  of  Mr.  Filley  in  ccmnection 
with  this  sketch,  and  also  that  f)f  his  most  estimalile 
wife.  A  fine  doid>le-page  view  of  his  j^lace  is  also 
shown  in  this  work. 
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M  of  the  most  important  fac- 
tors in  tlic  business  develop- 
ment and  i)rosperit_y  of  a 
iit3%  count3'  01-  State,  is  its 
1  lilroad  communications.  A 
l_^.<;xi  letrospection  of  the  history 
of  the  '^outh  Platte  Country  since 
the  ad\ent  of  railroad  facilities,  will 
convmct  tlie  careful  observer  of  the 
immense  bonetil  resulting  from  tiie 
intioduction  of  this  essential  adjunct 
of  commeicial  enterprise.  The  fol- 
lowing biief  sketches  of  the  leading 
1  iilioads  of  this  section  of  the  great 
commonwealth  will  form  an  interesting  feature  of 
this  Ai.uiM.  It  may  be  remarked  in  this  connec- 
tion that  the  roads  referred  to  are  not  only  the  im- 
[lortant  corporations  of  Nebraska,  but  stand  among 
tlie  first  in  the  Nation. 


The  BurIiiig:tou  &  Missouri  Itiver  Kailioad 
in  Nebraslia. 

i>^^~*lIIS  important  road  was  commenced  at  Platts- 


Chicago,  Burlington  &  Quincy  Railroad,   in 
the  year  18G9,  and  the  main  line  of   the   road   was 


extended  westward  to  Kearney,  191  miles,  during 
1870-72,  being  completed  to  Kearney  in  the  latter 
year.  The  Denver  extensions  south  and  west  of 
Hastings,  begun  in  1878.  finished  to  Denver  in  1882, 
and  later,  in  1883-84,  the  main  line  to  Denver  was 
shortened  by  the  construction  of  the  line  from 
Kennesaw  to  Oxford.  By  the  acquirement  of  the 
Omaha  &.  Southwestern  Railroad,  the  Atchison  & 
Nebraska  Railroad,  the  building  of  the  Short 
Line  from  Omaha  to  Ashland,  and  the  extension  to 
Cheyenne,  Wyo.,  the  company  has  absolutely  the 
shortest  line  from  nearly  all  Missouri  River  points 
to  Denver,  Cheyenne,  and  connecting  with  the 
Denver  &  Rio  Grande  Railroad,  the  Union  Pacific 
Railway,  and  the  Colorado  Midland  at  Denver,  and 
with  the  Union  Pacific  Railway  at  Cheyenne,  makes 
a  most  desirable  route  to  all  Colorado,  Utah,  Ore- 
gon and  Pacific  Coast  points.  At  Omaha  connec- 
tions are  made  with  the  Chicago,  Burlington  & 
C^uincy,  Kansas  City,  St.  Joseph  &  Council  Bluffs, 
Union  Pacific,  Fremont,  Elkhorn  &  Missouri  Val- 
ley, Chicago,  Rock  Island  &  Pacific,  Chicago,  Mil- 
waukee ik  St.  Paul,  Wabash,  Western  and  Missouri 
Pacific,  at  different  points  in  the  State,  all  the  main 
roads  traversing  Nebraska.  The  comi)any  has 
Iniilt  three  steel  bridges  across  the  Missouri  River, 
one  at  Plattsmouth.  one  at  Nebraska  City  and   one 
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at  Rnlo.  The  length  of  the  main  line  in  Nebraska 
from  Plattsmouth  to  the  Colorado  line,  passing 
through  Lincoln,  Hastings  and  other  principal  points, 
is  364.52  miles,  and  all  other  branches  in  this  State 
1755.78  miles.  The  road  is  ballasted  with  stone, 
gravel,  cinders  .ind  earth.  Of  the  2,120.30  miles 
of  road  in  Nebraska,  1,600.08  miles  are  laid  with 
steel  rails,  the  rest  being  laid  with  iron.  The  total 
mileage  comprised  in  the  Burlington  system  west  of 
the  Missouri  River  is  2,778.78  miles. 

When  it  is  remembered  that  the  above-stated 
Nebraska  mileage  of  the  Burlington  &  Missouri 
River  Railroad  constitutes  but  little  short  of  one- 
half  of  the  entire  railroad  mileage  of  the  State, 
it  will  readily  be  seen  how  important  a  factor  this 
great  railroad  must  have  been  in  that  recent  mar- 
velous development  of  material  resources  which 
has  raised  Nebraska  to  her  present  proud  position 
in  the  sisterhood  of  States.  Indeed  the  growth  of 
the  State  in  population,  wealth,  and  everything  that 
goes  to  the  making-up  of  a  great  commonwealth, 
has  throughout  been  coincident  with  the  extension 
of  this  great  railroad  system.  It  is  only  necessary 
to  look  back  over  a  brief  period  of  seven  years,  to 
find  the  aggregate  railroad  mileage  of  the  State  less 
by  200  miles  than  the  present  mileage  of  tiiis  one 
line.  Two  years  .ago,  even,  large  portions  of  the 
State,  in  nowise  inferior  in  their  capabilities  to  the 
best  settled  and  most  productive  .sections  along  the 
Missouri  River,  were  entirely  destitute  of  railroad 
facilities,  and  were  consequently^  cut  off,  not  only 
from  the  great  markets  of  the  continent,  but  even 
from  the  chief  centers  of  population  in  the  Slate 
itself.  But  by  a  truly  marvelous  transformation 
these  outlying  regions  have  been  brought  near,  and 
the  magnificent  display  of  agricultural  products 
that  was  made  at  the  State  fair  of  1888,  by  counties 
among  the  most  recently  settled  and  the  farthest 
west,  abundantly  justified  the  enterprise  that  has 
been  displayed,  and  forever  set  at  rest  all  those 
lingering  fallacies  that  would  have  limited  tlie  agri- 
cultural possibilities  of  the  western  half  of  the 
State. 

The  road  has  practically  three  trunk  lines  run- 
ning the  entire  length  of  the  State.  These  are 
connected  by  a  network  of  branches  so  perfectly 
organized  that  there  are  no  two  points  of  importance 


within  its  territory  between  which  the  great  rail- 
road may  not  be  said  to  have  an  air  line.  No  fewer 
than  fifty-seven  counties  of  the  State  are  reached 
by  these  various  lines,  and  those  numerous  addi- 
tional feeders  which  have  been  thrown  out,  with  the 
object  of  bringing  the  various  products  of  all  the 
best  sections  of  the  State  within  reach  of  that  great 
Burlington  system,  which  carries  the  greatest  grain 
and  live-stock  market  in  the  world  a  larger  pro- 
portion of  its  supplies  than  is  handled  by  any  other 
road.  It  is  a  fact,  largely  by  virtue  of  its  relations 
with  the  Chicago,  Burlington  and  Quincj^  and 
other  roads,  constituting  what  is  popularly  known 
as  the  Burlington  Route,  that  the  Burlington  & 
Missouri  River  Railroad  is  enabled  to  afford  the 
people  of  Nebraska  the  nnequaled  railroad  facili- 
ties they  enjoy,  laying  hold  with  one  hand  upon 
the  great  mountain  chain  of  the  continent.  It 
stretches  over  the  vast  agricultural  region  of  the 
West,  to  pay  tribute  with  the  other  to  that  most 
magnificent  of  all  inland  waterways,  the  Great 
Lake  System  of  America,  besides  connecting  with 
those  various  steel  highways  which  form  the  chief 
lines  of  travel,  and  for  the  larger  h.alf  of  the  year, 
the  only  commercial  arteries  between  Chicago  and 
the  Atlantic  seaboard.  The  only  line  of  which 
this  can  be  said,  it  naturally  commands  not  only 
an  immense  freight  traffic,  but  a  through  passenger 
travel  of  great  volume  and  importance,  so  much  so, 
indeed,  that  it  has  twelve  superblj'  appointed  ex- 
press passenger  trains  traversing  Nebraska  from 
end  to  end  everj'  day  in  the  year.  Of  these  six 
run  between  13enver  and  Chicago,  four  between 
Denver  and  Kansas  City,  and  two  between  Denver 
and  St.  Louis.  The  Denver  &  Chicago  trains  run 
via  Omaha,  Neb.,  commei'cial  metroiJolis,  Lincoln,' 
its  beautiful  and  flourishing  capital,  and  many  other 
rapidly  growing  towns  and  cities  in  the  State.  From 
the  capital  of  the  State  there  radiate  no  fewer  than 
six  separate  lines,  in  as  manj'  different  directions. 
At  Nebraska  City  one  of  its  lines  crosses  the  mag- 
nificent steel  bridge,  recently  built  at  that  point  by 
the  Chicago,  Burlington  &  Quincy  Railroad,  and 
connects  with  the  trains  of  that  company  to  and 
from  Chicago  at  Red  Oak,  Iowa,  but  the  facts  will 
be  sufficiently  apparent  from  the  foregoing  general 
statements,  as  will  also  the  absolute  identity  of 
■ •►- 
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interests  that  exist  between  the  flouiishing  State  of 
Nebraska  and  that  great  raih-oad  system  whicii  has 
done  so  much  to  promote  its  development. 

_s ^^-^ --^ 


The  Mi.ssouri  Paciiit-    Kiiilioiid. 

(^^)HIS  great  trnnk  line  whicii  now  tlireads  its 
(^^Sn  -waj-  through  several  States  west  of  tlio  iSlis- 
^^^  sissippi  River,  has  been  a  potential  factor  in 
the  development  of  Missouri  and  Kansas,  and  with 
its  accustomed  enterprise,  a  short  time  ago  i)ene- 
trated  with  its  lines  into  the  ricli  agricultural  districts 
of  Nebraska,  to  compete  in  this  growing  State,  with 
its  rapidly  accumulating  business.  It  was  also 
among  the  pioneer  roads  in  Kansas,  and  its  nianj' 
branches  now  traverse  in  different  directions  the 
most  thickly  settled  portions  of  that  State.  It  has 
contributed  in  a  large  measure,  by  its  liberal  and 
aggressive  policj',  toward  the  rapid  development 
of  the  great  resources  of  Kansas.  It  is  interesting 
to  note  briefly'  its  historj',  as  it  was  the  first  road 
built  west  from  St.  Louis,  as  early  as  1850-51. 

The  preliminary  steps  to  build  the  road  were 
taken,  and  it  has  since  gradually  extended  its  lines, 
like  the  arteries  and  veins  of  the  human  system, 
until  it  has  encompassed  in  its  range  the  best  por- 
tions of  Missouri,  Kansas  and  Nebraska,  and  has 
even  reached  out  and  tapped  the  large  commercial 
centers  of  Texas  and  Colorado.  Its  splendid  and 
far-reaching  management  extends  to  its  patrons 
both  in  freight  and  passenger  traffic  the  best  facili- 
ties for  reaching  the  seaboard  and  tlie  great  Eastern 
marts  of  trade.  The  growth  and  development  of 
the  Missouri  Pacific  system  h.ive  been  rapid  and 
fullj-  abreast  of  the  times.  Its  local  business  is 
enormous  and  rapidlj- increasing.  In  respect  to  its 
through  business  no  other  road  or  system  in  Ne- 
braska is  better  equipped  than  this.  Its  steel-rail 
tracks,  well-ballasted  road-beds,  and  superior  pas- 
senger coaches,  constitute  it  one  of  the  greatest 
railroad  systems  of  tlie  West.  Its  superb  fast  train 
between  St.  Louis  and  Denver  via  Kansas  City  and 
Pueblo,  is  unquestionably  the  most  elegant  and  best 
equip|)ed  train  of  any  road  which  enters  the  peerless 
city  of  the  plains.  It  runs  more  passenger  trains 
and  finer  coaches   between   St.   Louis  and   Kansas 


City  than  any  other  road.  It  has  contributed  in  a 
wonderful  degree  toward  the  building  up  of  tlie 
various  cities  along  its  numerous  lines.  Kansas 
Cit}'  has  felt  its  influence  as  much  as  any  other  road 
centering  in  that  metropolis,  as  its  lines  lead  into 
the  heart  of  the  coal  and  iron  fields  of  Missouri. 
It  is  thus  enabled  to  la^-  down  at  the  doors  of  the 
growing  towns  of  the  West  those  two  essential 
factors  in  the  building  up  of  a  new  country,  more 
quickly  and  cheaiier  than  almost  any  other  road 
can  do.  It  gives  to  its  numerous  and  rapidly  in- 
creasing patronage  in  Nebraska  and  Kansas  unsur- 
passed facilities  for  reaching  the  great  health  resorts 
of  Arkansas  and  Texas.  Over  its  line  from  Omaha 
to  St.  Louis,  about  500  miles  in  extent,  it  runs  the 
finest  trains  between  those  two  cities,  passing  through 
Weeping  Water,  Nebraska  City  and  Falls  City,  in 
Nebraska,  and  St.  Joseph,  Atchison  and  Leaven- 
worth, before  reaching  Kansas  City.  The  length  of 
its  main  line  and  branches  in  Nebraska  is  322  miles, 
its  northern  terminus  being  Omaha,  whose  connec- 
tions are  made  with  all  the  roads  centering  in  that 
metropolis.  The  line  from  Omaha  to  Falls  City  is 
115  miles;  the  Crete  branch  58  miles;  Lincoln  to 
Auburn,  7G  miles;  AVarwick  to  Prosser.  73  miles. 
Various  extensions  and  additions  are  constantly 
being  made  in  Nebraska. 

Thus  it  will  be  seen  that  this  road  already  taps 
the  two  leading  cities  in  the  State,  Omaha  and  Lin- 
coln, besides  Nebraska  City,  rapidly  growing  into 
im|)ortance,  likewise  Hastings.  Thus  it  will  be  seen 
that  this  is  one  of  the  important  roads  centering  in 
Omaha,  the  metropolis  of  Nebr.aska;  on  account  of 
its  extensive  mileage  and  the  ramification  of  the 
system,  it  is  destined  to  promote  in  a  large  degree 
the  development  of  the  material  interests  of  the 
country  through  which  it  passe*. 

Cliicafro,  l{<><k    Island   A:   Patific. 

i^^HIS  is  the  last  important  trunk  line  to  enter 
/^^  the  South  Platte  country.  It  enters  the 
^^^  State  -at  Berwick,  and  runs  in  a  north  and 
westerly  direction  to  Fairbury  and  Nelson.  At 
Fairbury  the  road  branches  and  connects  with  the 
main  line  for  Denver,  thus  giving  the  southern  part 
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of  the  State  another  direct  comnninication  with  the 
great  lumber  and  other  interests  of  Chicago  and 
Kansas  City,  and  the  great  lake  and  seaboard 
marts  of  trade. 


Union   Pat-ifi*', 


THK    PATHl-IXDl- 


,EBRASKA  and  the  Platte  River  ^'alley  were 
first  opened  np  to  civilization  and  the  ont- 
^   side  world  bj'  the  energj'  and  enterprise  of 
the  promoters  of  the   Union   Pacific,  and   a  rapid 


impetus  given  to  her  commercial  and  agricultural 
development.  Besides  branches,  the  main  line  trav- 
erses the  State  from  Omaha  to  the  wesLern  line,  along 
the  Platte,  and  extends  its  steel  highway  across  the 
Rocky  Mountains.  It  was  the  first  road  to  bring 
an  interchange  of  productions  between  the  Western 
world  and  the  Orient.  Its  enterprise  has  ever  been 
co-extensive  with  the  development  of  Nebraska  and 
the  West,  and  its  numerous  branches  extending  in 
different  directions  through  the  State  have  been  a 
potential  factor  in  the  development  of  the  same. 
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